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EDUCATION  REPORT,  1870. 


Education  OanciyFeb.,  1871. 

The  ERmorable  The  Prownoiai  Secretary, ^^ 

Sir,— 

I  b^  leave  to  Bobmit^  for  the  information  of  His  Honor  the 
Lieutenant  Gk>yemor,  the  following  report  of  the  Edocational 
Department  of  Nova  Sootia  for  the  year  ending  October  diet* 
1870. 

I  may  state,  generally,  that  the  Educational  institationa  under  my 
superintendence  continue  to  afford  evidences  of  progress  and  satis- 
factory improvement  The  Interests  of  Education  are  a  sut^ect  of 
increasing  attention  on  the  part  of  the  general  public ;  and  the 
schools  and  other  appliances  for  satisfying  the  wants  of  the  people 
in  this  respect,  are  gradually  but  surely  extending  their  influences 
and  improving  in  their  efficiency  to  accomplish  the  work  they  were 
designed  to  effect  In  directing  attention  more  particularly  to  the 
operations  under  our  Provincial  School  system  for  the  past  year,  I 
shall  take  up  eericOim  the  several  subordinate  heads  into  which  the 
subject  naturally  divides  itself. 

THE  NOBlfAL  SCHOOL. 

I  am  bappy  to  be  able  to  ssy  that  this  important  institution  con« 
tinues  to  occupy  its  position  as  the  head  of  our  public  school  sys- 
tem, not  only  with  no  diminution  of  usefolness,  but  with  increased 
efficiency.  Oertain  changes,  which  are  particularly  set  forth  in  the 
report  of  the  Principal  of  that  institution,  hereto  appended,  have 
been  introduced  into  its  discipline  during  the  past  year,  and  which 
cannot  fail  to  ensure  teachers  of  a  higher  attainment  in  each  of  the 
three  grades  of  those  who  receive  tbelr  training  in  that  school.  As 
during  every  term  since  it  was  founded,  the  Normal  School  ooutl- 
nnes  to  be  well  filled  with  students  undergoing  training  for  the  im* 
portant  profession  of  Ctommon  School  teachers.    The  fkot  that  this 
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has  been  the  case  for  bo  many  yean,  and  also  that  a  large  number 
of  candidates  fiom  the  counties  are  annuaUy  examined,  woald 
naturally  lead  to  the  supposition  that,  by  the  present  time,  the  sup- 
ply of  Common  School  teachers  must  be  very  much  greater  than  th^ 
demand.  This  does  not  prove  to  be  the  case,  however.  Every 
year  a  very  considerable  proportion  of  Common  School  teachers, 
many  of  whom  are  from  the  Normal  School,  abandon  the  occupa- 
tion of  teaching :  the  young  women  to  get  married  and  settle  down 
to  domestic  duties ;  the  young  men  to  go  into  other  pursuits.  A 
reference  to  the  tables  in  the  Appendix  will  show  that  only  a  min- 
ority of  our  teachers  are  of  more  than  three  years'  standing.  In 
one  respect  this  is  to  be  regretted ;  for,  other  things  being  equal, 
the  teachers  of  longest  exporienoe  must  be  supposed  to  be  the 
best ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Normal  School,  even  in  fitting 
and  turning  out  teachers  who  will  not  continue  to  teach  beyond  the 
required  three  years,  is  still  contributing  to  the  object  for  which  it 
was  founded :  it  is  improving  the  general  education  of  the  country. 

I  must  respectfully  suggest  that  the  necessity  for  a  new  and  im- 
proved building  for  the  use  of  the  Normal  and  Model  Schools  was 
nrged  years  ago  by  my  predecessor,  the  late  Dr.  Forrester,  and 
that  this  is  a  necessity  which  must  be  met  at  no  distant  day,  if  the 
efficiency  of  these  establishments  is  to  be  maintained. 

There  is  a  suggestion  made  by  the  Principal  of  the  Normal 
School,  which  meets  with  my  hearty  approval,  and  which  I  would 
recommend  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  Council  of  Pub- 
lic Instruction.  It  is  that,  instead  of  dividing  the  school-year  into 
two  Terms,  there  should  be  but  one  long  term  annually.  Such  a 
change  would  tend  to  secure  greater  efficiency  in  the  students ;  for 
the  minimum  of  time  for  which  each  of  them  would  be  in  training 
(one  term)  would,  of  course/  be  longer  than  at  present  The 
trouble  and  expense  of  tw  o  Journeys  of  students  annually,  to  and 
from  their  homes,  would  be  only  lialf  what  it  now  is,  as  only  one 
such  double  Journey  would  be  requisite.  It  is  also  believed  that 
one  long  term  and  one  long  vacation  would  suit  the  convenience  of 
both  teachers  and  students  better  than  the  present  arrangement ; 
thus  the  change  would,  in  every  way,  advance  the  public  interests. 

ACADEMIES. 

The  condition  of  the  special  Academies  affords  highly  satisfkotory 
evidences  of  progress  and  of  increased  claims  upon  the  good  wil 
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of  the  people.  Being  well  managed  and  oonyeniently  located  in 
the  yarious  centres  of  population  throaghont  the  Frovincey  they 
exert  a  salutary  influence,  directly  as  well  as  indirectly ;  for  they 
excite  a  desire  to  become  proficient  in  the  advanced  branches  of 
Education,  as  well  as  aflbrd  facilities  for  advancing  that  proficiency. 
Among  these  institutions  I  must  make  especial  commendatory 
mention  of  the  Yarmouth  Academy,  which  I  visited  during  the  past 
season  and  found  in  a  highly  efficient  condition,  as  to  buildings, 
appliances,  and  management ;  whilst  the  community  by  which  it  is 
surrounded  evinced  a  determination  to  work  it  up  to  the  highest 
possible  degree  of  usefulness. 

The  County  Academies,  as  a  mle^  are,  I  must  say,  only  partially 
doing  the  work  for  which  they  were  designed.  If  they  are  really 
to  become  what  they  were  intended  to  be,  more  means  must  neces- 
sarily be  expended  upon  them,  and  the  people  must,  in  some  way, 
be  induced  to  attach  a  higher  importance  to  them,  as  an  integral 
portion  of  our  Educational  System,  standing  between  the  Common 
School  and  the  College. 

I  must  here  make  mention  of  the  fact,  inconsistent  with  the  care 
and  pains  which  have  been  taken  in  working  up  our  Provincial 
school  system  generally,  that  our  great  metropolitan  county  has  no 
educational  institution  intermediate  between  the  Common  School 
and  the  chartered  College.  In  the  city  of  Halifax,  with  an  esti- 
mated number  of  six  thousand  children  from  five  to  fifteen  years  of 
age,  a  large  proportion  of  whom,  it  must  be  supposed,  are  intended 
for  a  more  advanced  education,  a  pupil  who  leaves  the  Common 
School  must  be  sent  away  fjrom  home  or  placed  under  expensive 
private  tuition  to  prepare  him  for  a  College  matriculation.  It 
seems  needless  to  dwell  upon  this  deficiency,  which  is  so  obvious. 
The  want  of  a  superior  High  School  for  the  city  of  Halifax  is  one 
which  is  keenly  felt,  and  it  is  highly  desirable  that  steps  be  taken, 
at  the  earliest  possible  day,  to  provide  the  requisite  remedy. 

I  beg  to  call  particular  attention  to  the  subjoined  report  of  the 
School  Commissioners  for  the  city  of  Halifax. 

COMMON  SCHOOLS. 

Under  this  head  I  find  that  there  are  but  few  facts  which  seem  to 
require  special  mention,  beyond  what  is  fully  and  accurately  set 
forth  in  the  statistical  tables  appended  to  this  report 

The  increase,  during  the  year,  of  the  number  of  schools,  and  of 
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the  pnpils  in  attendance  at  them,  has  not  been  notably  large.  This 
was  to  have  been  expected.  Whilst  the  new  system  was  in  process 
of  extension,  new  school  sections  being  established,  new  school- 
booses  being  erected,  and  the  necessary  organizations  for  patting 
them  to  nse  being  perfected,  the  annual  returns  shewed  a  rapid  in- 
crease both  in  the  number  of  schools  and  of  pupils.  Now  that  the 
provisions  of  the  new  system  have  been  extended  to  nearly  every 
inhabited  section  of  the  country,  and  the  system  itself  has  assumed 
an  aspect  of  permanency,  we  must  expect  the  growth  of  our  Com- 
mon Schools  to  be  but  little  over  the  proportionate  increase  of 
the  whole  population  of  the  Province. 

The  returns  of  the  past  year  show,  however,  an  increase  for 
the  winter  term  of  fifty-four,  and  for  the  summer  term  of  fifty- 
one  schools.  The  number  of  pupils  also  exhibit  an  Increase 
of  15S6  and  714,  for  those  respective  terms.  On  the  other 
band,  I  find  that  there  has  been  an  absolute  diminution  in 
in  the  total  number  of  days'  attendance  of  all  the  pupils  in  the 
Province  who  have  been  attending  school.  The  decrease  in  the 
days'  attendance  for  the  winter  term  amounted  to  no  less  than 
278,455,  and  for  the  summer  term  to  3719,  compared  with  the  cor 
responding  term  of  the  previous  year.  In  juxtaposition  with  this 
fact,  it  must  be  mentioned  that  teachers  are,  without  doubt,  more 
efficient,  and  continually  improving  in  efficiency.  School-houses 
are  more  numerous,  more  commodious,  and  better  fitted  up,  and 
many  evidences  are  discernible  that  the  main  body  of  the  people 
are  more  keenly  alive  to  a  sense  of  the  importance  of  Education. 
I  may  here  again  suggest  the  question  which  was  offered  for  consi- 
deration in  the  last  annual  report  which  issued  from  this  office : 
Should  not  attendance  at  school  be  compulsory?  I  do  not  put  this 
Question  with  the  purpose  of  positively  urging  such  compulsory 
attendance,  but  that  it  may  be  seriously  and  maturely  considered 
by  those  whose  conclusions  upon  this  matter  may  become  law.  I 
shall  only  observe  that  it  does  seem  reasonable  to  hold,  that  parents 
and  guardians  are  morally,  and  ought  to  be  legally,  bound  not  to 
withhold  salutary  food  from  their  children's  minds,  any  more  than 
sustenance  from  their  bodies. 

Grenerally  speaking,  the  increase  of  pupils  in  the  various  branches 
taught,  is  proportionate  to  the  increase  in  the  total  number  of 
pupils  attending  School.  To  state  the  case  more  particularly,  I 
may  say,  that  in  all  the  more  strictly  elementary  branches,  there 
is  that  proportionate  increase.    The  number  of  pupils  receiving 
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taitton  in  Um  more  advanced  stndieB  of  Greography,  Geometry, 
Natural  Philosophy,  Drawing,  and  Latin  is  not  madi  in  advance 
of  last  year.  In  some  of  these  branches  there  is  an  evident  falling 
off.  Throwing  ont  (^  consideration  the  questionable  case,  as  to 
Latin,  which  can  scarcely  be  oonnted  a  branch  of  Common  School 
Edncation,  this  is  a  matter  for  some  regret.  I  take  this  opportu* 
nity  of  maintaining  the  desirability  that  teachers  should  endeavor 
to  inculcate  upon  pupils,  and  parents  alike,  a  sense  of  the  impor- 
tance of  attending  to  these  more  advanced  branches.  They — the 
teadiers — must  be  fully  aware  of  that  importance,  whilst  many  of 
those  under  their  charge  unquestionably  are  not. 

I  have  already  recommended  that  there  be  but  one  annual  term 
in  the  Normal  School  hereafter  instead  of  two.  In  harmony  with, 
and  as  a  consequence  of  that  change,  I  would  fhrther  recommend 
that  there  be  but  one  annual  examination  of  candidates  for  teachers 
in  our  Provincial  schools.  The  object  of  such  examination  will  be 
equally  well  subserved ;  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  convenience  of 
the  change  will  be  obvious. 

I  may  here  mention,  that,  at  the  request  of  the  Council  of  Public 
Instruction,  I,  last  June,  visited  the  Arichat  Female  Seminary, 
which  is  now  classed  as  one  of  our  Public  Common  Schools,  and 
concerning  which  some  complaints  had  been  made.  This  Institu- 
tion has  now  been  in  operation  for  about  fourteen  years,  under  the 
management  of  the  Ladies  of  a  Religious  community.  Since  our 
new  School  Law  came  into  operation,  it  has  been  converted  into  a 
Public  Common  School.  I  found  that  in  the  organization  and  direc- 
tion of  the  School  under  the  new  regime^  the  requirements  of  the 
Law  were,  as  far  as  practicable,  complied  with.  It  is  to  be  remem- 
bered, that  the  pupils  attending  these  Schools — there  are  two  large 
schools  designated  as  one  Institution — are  largely  fh>m  the  French 
population,  and  that  a  number  of  them  do  not  speak  the  English 
language.  The  Teachers  were  duly  licensed ;  the  Schools  were 
subject  to  the  direction  of  properly  appointed  Trustees,  upon  the 
Board  of  which  both  the  Catholic  and  Protestant  element  are  now 
represented ;  the  returns  were  sanctioned  at  the  regular  School 
meetings,  and  the  School  books  prescribed  by  law  were  in  use,  and 
education  in  the  English  and  French  language  imparted.  I  con- 
sidered the  Schools  in  a  highly  efficient  condition,  and  saw  no 
grounds  of  complaint  against  them. 

For  further  information  on  the  present  state  of  the  female 
school,  at  Arichat,  I  may  add  the  following,  Arom  a  communica- 
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tion  made  to  this  office  by  the  Inspector  of  Richmond,  dated  the 
14th  inst.,  and  replying  to  some  inqauies  relative  to  the  Arichat 
school : 

*'  I  certainly  assert  that  the  School  is  condacted  in  accordance 
with  Law,  the  Teachers  are  Licensed  and  legally  engaged  by  law 
fully  appointed  Tmstees,  the  School  is  a  Free  Public  School,  and 
is  entirely  under  the  control  of  Trustees  who  carry  out  the  Law  to 
the  best  of  their  abiUty." 

«  I  am  not  aware  of  the  existence  either,  of  any  irregularities  in 
the  School,  or  of  any  ground  of  complaint  against  it  On  the  con- 
trary, I  have  been  assured  by  both  Teachers  and  Trustees,  on  whom 
I  called  after  the  reception  of  your  letter,  that  there  were  no  com- 
plaints whatever.  I  may  add  that  the  Trustees,  one  of  whom 
belongs  to  the  Church  of  England  and  is  Secretary  to  the  Board, 
have  repeatedly  expressed  themselves  satisfied  with  the  School, 
and  that  there  were  no  grounds  for  complaint.^  , 

TEACHERS. 

The  gradually  increasing  efficiency  of  the  Teachers,  as  a  body, 
has  already  been  mentioned.  The  returns  show  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  teachers  employed  of  76  in  the  winter,  and  33  in  the 
summer  term  over  the  corresponding  period  of  the  preceding  year. 
An  examination  of  the  tables  hereto  appended  will  show,  however, 
that  the  increase  has  been  wholly  on  the  part  of  female  teachers  for 
both  terms.  There  is  in  fact  a  considerable  decrease  in  the  num- 
ber of  male  teachers  during  both  terms.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that 
so  small  a  proportion  of  teachers  continue  to  make  teaching  a  per- 
manent occupation,  or  regular  profession,  since,  of  course,  other 
things  being  equal,  he,  or  she,  who  has  had  the  most  experience 
must  be  the  most  successful  teacher. 

EXAMINATION. 

The  re-examination  of  experienced  and  recognised  Teachers,  re- 
quired by  a  former  minute  of  Council,  at  the  beginning  of  this 
year,  brought  up  not  a  few  vexed  and  difficult  questions.  The 
Council  of  Public  Instruction  by  passing  a  minute  dispensing  with 
such  re-examinations,  has,  it  is  believed,  removed  all  these  difficul- 
ties, and  given  general  satisfaction,  especially  to  the  class  of 
Teachers  who  had  strong  claims  upon  the  action  of  the  Council. 

The  regulations  for  the  Examhiation  of  Candidates  for  Teachers, 


EDUCATION — superintendent's  REPORT.  xiii 

demand  at  the  earliest  possible  period  a  carefhl  revision  ;  for  com- 
plaints of  irregalarities  are  by  no  means  a  nfreqnent  •  It  is  to  be 
expected  that  some  who  fail  in  obtaining  the  grade  sought,  will 
complain  of  unfairness,  or  of  neglect  in  Justly  estimating  their 
works.  But  cases  come  to  our  notice  that  most  distinctly  intimate, 
either  the  presence  oi  dishonest  candidates,  or  the  openness  of 
some  part  of  the  examination  scheme  to  abuse. 

Reports  fh>m  several  Deputy  Examiners  advise  us  of  the  neces- 
sity of  guarding  this  part  of  the  Educational  work  with  increased 
diligence. 

SCHOOL-HOUSES. 

The  number  of  new  school-houses  erected  during  the  year  was 
70 ;  the  number  in  course  of  erection  on  the  1st  of  November  was 
116.  The  estimated  value  of  school-property  held  by  Trustees  was 
$677,913.00.  At  the  close  of  the  year  to  which  this  report  refers, 
the  total  school-house  accommodation  was  considered  sufficient  for 
80905  pupils.  The  number  of  registered  pupils  at  schools  in  this 
Province  during  the  last  winter  term  was  74,321 ;  summer  term, 
76,267.  The  number  at  school  during  some  pprtions  of  the  year, 
94,496 ;  while  in  sections  provided  with  school  accommodations 
the  estimated  number  of  children,  from  5  to  15  years  of  age,  who 
have  not  attended  at  all  was,  for  the  winter  term,  14,321,  and  some- 
what less  for  the  summer  term. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  much  yet  remains  to  be  done  in  the  way 
of  providing  school  accommodation.  Although  the  people  have 
done  well  in  this  respect,  there  is  still  room  for  improvement  in 
most  sections,  in  providing  increased  commodiousness  and  more  ex- 
tended apparatus  in  school-houses,  and  in  the  exhibition  of  greater 
taste  in  their  adornments,  fittings-up,  and  in  the  laying  out  and 
ornamentation  of  the  grounds  surrounding  them ;  all  of  which  are 
calculated  to  have  an  important  influence  upon  the  education  of 
the  pupil. 

BOOKS. 
Additk>nal  Text  books  have,  during  the  year,  been  added  to  the 
prescribed  list  for  nse  in  Schools.  It  was  found  that  in  point  of 
fust  some  of  these  were  already  in  use  under  Teachers  of  known 
Judgment,  and  long  experience,  and  as  they  were  found  to  be  not 
only  unobjectionable,  but  commendable  works  of  their  class,  they 
were,  with  a  few  others,  added  to  the  list.  There  is  now  an  ardent 
demand  that  this  addition  should  be  extended  • 
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The  supplying  of  Books  and  Apparatos  has  been  thrown  open  to 
competition  among  those  in  the  trade  generally,  instead  of  being 
retained  in  the  hands  of  one  establishment  as  in  previoas  years. 
The  old  system  had  caused  some  dlssatisOaction,  which  there  is 
every  reason  to  hope  the  change  will  have  removed.  At  the 
same  time,  Schools  will  be  as  well  sapplied,  and  possibly  at  a  still 
cheaper  rate. 

EXPENDITURE. 

The  total  expenditure  for  Public  Common  Schools  during  the 
year  amounted  to  $513,950,  being  $15,266  less  than  in  1869.  The 
portion  of  this  total  amount  coming  under  the  head  of  Grovern- 
ment  expenditure,  $156,027,x%,  being  $5,325,  less  than  in  1869. 
This  applies,  however,  only  to  Ck)mmon  Schools  and  County 
Academies.  The  amount  derived  fh)m  local  sources  was  $357,- 
922,^,  showing  a  decrease  of  $2059  compared  with  the  preceding 
year. 

Although  there  has  been  a  decrease  in  the  total  amount  ex- 
pended, what  I  may  call  the  ordinary  expenditures  have  actually 
increased.  Th&  decrease  has  been  in  such  extraordinary  outlays  as 
those  of  School  Houses,  furniture,  and  grounds,  and  debts  of  pre- 
vious years.  This  total  outlay  of  $513,950  for  the  year  is  equiva- 
lent to  $5.44  nearly ;  and  that  is  therefore  the  average  cost  of  each 
registered  pupil  during  the  year. 

There  is  one  matter  in  connection  with  this  branch  of  the  subject 
to  which  I  must  invite  your  particular  attention.  The  legally  au- 
thorized expenditure  is  greater  than  the  Government  ftmds  provid- 
ed to  meet  it,  and  the  disproportion  between  the  two  is  increasing, 
and  must,  of  course,  under  existing  regulations  continue  to  increase. 
There  is  an  income  provided,  which  is  fixed  and  definite;  and 
against  it  there  is  an  outlay  authorized  which  is  indefinite  and  al- 
ways increasing.  Each  year's  school  fund  has  always  been  in  part 
anticipated  by  the  expenditure  of  the  preceding  year ;  and  as  that 
demand  is  growing  larger  with  each  succeeding  year,  the  time  can- 
not be  distant,  according  to  present  appearances,  when  it  will  all 
have  been  thns  anticipated  a  year  in  advance,  in  which  case  the 
working  of  our  School  System  would  necessarily  come  to  a  dead 
lo(^.  I  call  attention  to  this  matter  while  there  is  yet  time  to  set 
ft  r^ht  without  serious  difiloolty,  and  with  the  hope  that  the  Gov- 
crninfnt  will  generously  provide  such  increased  appropriations  for 
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the  edncfttioB  of  the  comntrj  aa  will  ooDtinne  to  fteter  and  protect 
tbat  interest  which  now  so  largely  eojoya  the  confidence  of  the 
people. 

In  oonciosion,  I  will  only  obaerre  in  general  bat  emphatic  terms, 
that  the  Education  of  the  Frovince  has  made  immense  strides  in 
advance  since  the  present  system  came  into  operation ;  and  that 
the  system  continnes  the  progression  with  highly  satis&otory  re- 
salts  ;  bat  that  under  it,  a  vast  amoant  of  work  and  a  great  degree 
of  care  are  still  required,  to  bring  up  our  Public  Schools  to  the 
high  standing  which  they  are  capable  of  attaining,  and  whidi  it  is 
80  very  desirable  that  they  should  hold* 

The  School  year  ending  Oct.  31, 1870,  was  one  of  very  conside- 
rable progress  in  the  Public  School  System  of  Nova  Scotia.  The 
following  Abstract  of  the  statistics  will  serve  to  show  the  ad- 
vance made  during  the  year : — 

1.  Schools  and  Pupils. 

Ho.  of  Fablio  BohoolB  in  operation,— 

Winter  Term,  1870 1459 

Do.  1869        ••••.      ••••         ••••         ••••  1405 

Xncrease  ••••        ••••        ••••        ••••        ••••         04 

Snmmer Term,  1870  ••••        ••••        •.••        ••••  1581 

Do.     1869     ••••    ••••    •.••    ••••  1540 

Increase  ••••        ••••        •.••        ••••        ••••  41 

PapHa  Begistered,^ 

Winter  Term,  1870         , 74821 

Do.  1869 ••••  72756 

Increase        ••••        ••••        •••»        ••••        ••••   1565 


■r  r 


Snmmer  Term,  1870 76237 

i/O.  1869  ••••         ••••         ••••.•         ••••7oD2o 

Increase  ••••  •        ••••        ••••        ••••        ••••  714 

ThsYxab: — ^Boys •        ••••48448 

Girls  •••• • •        46048 

Total,  1870 94496 

Total,  1869        93731 

Increase  ••••••        ••••        ••••        ••••    765 
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Proportion  of  Population  Begistered  at  the  Public  B6hool8»— 

Winter  Term,  1870        •• 1  in  5.4 

Do.  1869     1  in  5.4 


Summer  Term,  1869  •••        ••••        1  in  5.2 

x/o.        lofO  ••••         ••••         ••••         ••••lin  o.z 


The  Year,  1870  ••••         1  in  4.2 

1869  lin  4.19 


No.  of  Pupils  daily  present  at  Public  Schools  on  an  average 
for  the  time  in  Session,— 

Winter  Term,  1870        ..••         •• 41559.7 

Do«  1869*  •••         ••••         ••••         ••••        48651.2 


x/eorease    ••••        ••••        ••••        ••••        ••••     209 1 .d 


Summer  Term,  1870.  •         • •         •*.•  42793.7 

Do.  1869      • 42505.0 


Increase.  •       «...        •*••        •*••        •..»  I00.7 


Full-Term  average,— 

Winter  Term,  1S70        •        87019.7 

Do.  1869 39453.0 


i^ecrease     ••••        ••.•        ••••        •*.•        ••••   i24«5«5.«5 


Sammer  Term,  1870 39276.5 

Do.  1869       89522.8 


Decrease.  ••  •••        •*••        ••••        ••.•        «..•  246.3 

]f  o.  of  Pupils  daily  present  per  100  registered. 

Winter  Term,  1870        ••••         ••••         ••••         ••••  55,9 

Do.          1869*  •••         ••••         ••••         •.••  60.0 


i^ecrease      ••••        ••••        ••••        ••••        ••••       .4.1 


Sammer  Term,  1870    56.1 

Do.  1869. •••  »  56.3 


Decrease*  ••  ••••••  0.2 


Xftlmated  Population  of  Nots  SootU,  July},  1870,  |00,788:—Kiadl7  fiippUed  by  John 
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2. 

Tbachebs  Explotbd* 

JLoademio  Grade,— 

Winter  Team,  1870.. 
Do.        1869.. 

..••     14 

. . • •     13 

ftaiale. 

Increase • 

•  .  .  •          1 

Sommer  Term,  18*70. 
Do.         1869. 

.  •  •  •     19 
• . .  •     IS 

Increase  •••.••••i 

Claas  First,— 

Winter  Term,  18*70*. 
Do.        1869 •• 

1  • • • •   227         •*.•          ••*•          •*.• 
....  2o0 !•••         •••••          .•*• 

245 
281 

Decrease  »••••••• 

• « •  •      8        Increase  ......•••••••• 

14 

Summer  Term,  1870. 
Do,          1869. 

• . . •  229         •.*•          •...          •».. 
• . .  •  ZJtZ  «.»•          ....          .•*• 

360 
283 

Increase  •t**t*t.. 

, «««      7       Increase.... 

77 

Class  Second,— 

Winter  Term,  1870.  • 
Do.        1869.  • 

•  • • •  2oo .•••        •*••        •*.• 

. .  •  •    a'OO            •..•            ••.•            ...• 

264 
203 

Decreaset  ttt.tt** 

•  t  •  •      3        Increase  «..••..*.... 

61 

Summer  Term,  1870. 
Do.          1869. 

. . • •  2u7 ...•         •..•         •#.• 

.  • • •  209         •..•         •*.•         .«.• 

295 
827 

Increase  ....•.••• 

•  •••     28        Decrease.  ..••.••••. . 

82 

Glass  Tbird,— 

•1    ■  . 

Winter  Term,  1870.. 
Do.        1869  •  • 

. • • •  oOo ••••          ••••          •..• 

••••  Sol         ••••         •..•         •..• 

155 
129 

Decrease  •••••••• 

•  •  • «     25)         Innrea^A  ....••******f 

26 

■ • • •  2S4 •••#         ••••         •.•• 

• . • •  ^o7         ••.•          ••••          •*.• 

Summer  Term,  1870.. 
Do.         1869.. 

219 
209' 

Increase  •■■<<<•.. 

.  •  •  •     47         TncrAASA  ■..■...•••.• 

10 

•  •  •  •          ^  ■                   AUVJl  VMHV  •••••••••••• 
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Total  ]f  o«  of  Teadhen  emploarodt^ 


Winter  TenDi  1870 804 664 

Do*         1869  ••••••  840        ••••         ••••         ••••     565 

Decrease* ••••    86        Increase  • 99 


Sommer Term,  1870  ••••  719«.«*        ••••        ••••  874 

Do.  1869 735        822 


Decrease 16       Increase ••      52 


Total  ]f  o*  Lioensed  Teachers  and  Assistants  Xmployed,— 

Winter  Term,  1870      • •         ••••        1509 

Do*    lou9  •#    ••••    ••#•    ••••    ••••  1458 


Increase • •  71 

Summer  Term,  1870 1621 

Do.  1869 1592 


Increase.  • •••••• ••    29 

8.    Salabiss  op  Tsachsbs. 

Beoelved  direct  firom  Qovermnent,— 

Teachers  of  Pub.  Schools,  by  law,  1870      •  •  •  •        $117,128 .87 
Total  direct  from  Oovemment,  1869     ••••         ••••  112,509.69 


Increase*  •••        ••••        #••#        ••••      $4614.18 

Beoelved  from  the  Trustees  of  Tarious  Seotions,— * 

Paid  to  Teachers  by  Trustees,  per  agreements — 

1870        • $202,617.00 

1869  ••«  •  ••••  ••••         ••••  ••••   207,u0o.00 


Decrease.  •••         •• •        ••••      $4691.00 


*The  sources  from  which  Trustees  derire  ftinds  for  the  pajment  of 
Teachers'  Salaries,  and  the  relatiye  amoant  from  each  for  1869,  will  be  seen 
from  the  fbUowing  statement : — 

Paid  to  Trustees  of  Coun^  Academies  by  Gk>Temment $6000 .  00 

BeceiTed  bjT  t^e  Trustees,  from  the  Coon^  Assessment  Fond  • .      91727 .  00 

$97727.00 
Balance  osMiiicI  within  the  lereral  Sectioni  by  rote  of  rate^payers  104,890.00 

•202,617.00 


EDUCATION SUPERINTENDBNT  S    REPORT. 


XIX 


Total  :  Direct  from  Government     •  •  •  • 
From  Trustees*  • 


•  •  •  • 


Total,  1870 
"      1869.... 


•  •  •  • 


•  •  •  • 


•  •  •  • 


• .  •  • 


$117,123.87 
*...     202,617.00 


....     319,740.87 
319,817.69 


.... 


Decrease. . 


.... 


.... 


.... 


$76,82 


4.     School  Houses. 
No.  of  New  School -houses  Jbuilt  during  1870 70 

No.  in  cour8e|of  erection  Nov.  1,  1870 116 

Amount  ix)^  for  building  purposes  at  meetings,  Oct.,  1870  .$55553 


5.     sumcary  of  governmknt  expenditure  in  aid  of  public 

Schools. 

Common  Schools,  IS*10 $117,123.87 

Do.  1869 111,009.69 


Increase ....         . . 

Superior  Schools,  1870 
Do.  1869. 


Decrease. .. 


. . 


.  •  •  • 


. . . . 


.... 


.... 


.   .  a  . 


.... 


County  Academies,  1870 

Do.  1869     .... 

Inspection  of  Schools,  1870  . . .  • 
Do.  1869 


. . .  • 


. . . . 


.... 


.... 


• . . . 


• . . . 


Increase 


• . . . 


.... 


.... 


Examination  of  Teachers,  1870 

Do.  1869 


Increase.  • 


«... 


.... 


• . . . 


Books  and  Apparatus,  1870 
Do.  1869 

Decrease..  


$6114.18 

....      $3000.00 

....       $3000.00 

....      $6300.00 

—           60oo.oa 

$11,820.55^ 
11,629.54 

r...                 $191.01 

$2630.8L 

1525.55 

$1105.26 

$5639.65 

6251.55 

$611.90 
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Special  aid  to  Poor  SecHons  in  building,  1870 $1168.00 

Do.  1869 1673.26 


Decrease 


•  •  •  •  •  • 


(505.25 


MisceUaneoua,  1870 
Do.        1869. 


•  •  •  •  •  • 


•  •  •  •  • 


...$13079.33 
9612.04 


Increase 


$3467.29 


Total  Oovernment  Expenditure  in  aid  of  Public  Schools. 

1870..  $157762.21 

Do.        1869     150701.62 


lucrease 


$7060.59 


6.     Summary  of  Local  Expendit¥R£  in  aid  of  Pdbuc  Schools. 

$21712 

33788 


Debts  of  previous  years  paid  off,  1870 
Do.  1869. 


Decrease 


$12076 


Teachers  and  Assistants,  1870.  •  • 
Do.  1869 


Decrease 


Interest  on  borrowed  moneys  1870 
Do.  1869 


....$204177 
211865 


•  •  •  • 


$7688 

$9878 
9977 


Decrease 


Purchase  and  Improvement  of  Grounds,  1870 

1869. 


ti 


«< 


Decrease 


$99 


$1180 
1801 

$621 


Repairs  on  School  Houses  and  Out  Houses,  1870 $1 1598 

1869       13517 


tt 


tt 


Decrease 


1919 


New  School  Houses  and  Out  Houses,  1870 $14820 

1869  ••••  •••     uoZox 


ti 


it 


tt 


Decrease 


$38461 
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School  D48ks  and  Seats^  1870 

**  **  1869.... 


Decrease 


.8801 
$1809 


Sdwol  Books  and  Apparatus^  1870 
"  "  1869 


••.••• 


Decrease. 

Fuel,  1870 
'*     1869... 


Increase 


$10604 
13385 


$2731 


$14313 
.   13840 


$4?3 


Insurance  on  School  Houses^  1870 

"  1869 


Decrease 


$1228 
1MB 


$340 


Commissiona  to  Secretary  of  Trustees^  1870 

1869, 


a 


(( 


Increase 


$7146 
5928 

$1218 


MUcdlaneouSj  18t0 

1869 


...... 


(( 


Increase 


$22450 
10818 


$11632 


otal  Local  Exvenditure  on  Piibhc  Schools,  1870. 
"  '*  *'  1869 


Decrease 


$357922 
378514 

$20592 


Total  Indebtedness  of  Sections  at  close  of  year^  18 W. 

"      1869 


(< 


(4 


..$16360ff 
151858 


Increase. 


$11747 


7.    Total  Expinditdrbs  fob  Pubuc  Schools. 

Government   $157762J81 

Local      WlfmU 

Total,  1870 $515684.65 

1869 529216.00 


Decrease 


.  •  •  •  > 


$13531.35 
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Sources  of  Funds  to  meet  this  expenditure  : 

Legislative  Grants $167762.21 

▲sBessed  on  Counties  by  Law 91762.00 

Raised,  or  to  be  raised  within  the  Sections  by  vote  of 

Bate-payers, 266160.44 

$515684.65 


8.    Eduoatiokal  ExPENmruRE  of  Noya  Scotia. 

Portion  paid  by 
Govt,  fof  N.  B.) 

Public  Schools $515684.65 $157t62.21 

Normal  and  Model  School 4748.51 4748.51 

Special  Academies* 14643.00 6600.00 

CJolleges* 29289.00 6000.00 

Total,  1870 $564365.16 175110.72 

«      1869 575239.00 168616.00 


]>ecrea8e..... $10873.84  Increase.  .$6494.72 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Tour  obedient  Servant, 

A.  S.  HUNT, 
Superintendent  of  Education, 


•  Aflrignlflff  ont  li«lf  of  Um  Exponditiire  of  Uovni  AlliMtf  Oollefo  tad  AcUunj  to  iTew 
liBiwuk. 
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STATISTICAL   TABLES. 


PT7BLIC  SCHOOLS,  PROVINCLA.L  NOBMAL  SCHOOL, 
SPECIAL  ACADEMIES,  AND  COLLEGES. 
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BOOKS  AKD  AFFABATTS. 


TABLE  XI. 

BOOKS  AND  APPARATUS  SUPPLIED  TO  THE  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS, 


Order.    flllc<l 

II 

COUNTY. 

i 

1? 
1 

1] 

III 
^11 

Annapolis 

Antigonish 

Capo  Breton 

Colchester 

Cumberland, 

lot 

12 
43 

129 
45 
24 
42 

251 
20 

144 
67 

157 
69 

104 
34 
14 
32 
8 
26 
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9 
9 
3 
4 

61 

35 
23 
33 

IT 
11 
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2 
2 
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f43 

12 
23 

iso 

36 
21 
38 

184 
20 

109 
44 

124 
02 
93 
2fl 
14 
30 
6 
23 

1190.16 
145.&2 
675.46 

1395.26 
580.70 
487.70 
727.76 

1892.01 

3098.32 

1683.08 
938,84 

1782.62 
732.24 

1570.26 
564.66 
164.62 
387.52 
97.40 
618.78 

371.83 
40.03 
214.19 
395.62 
182.07 
128.58 
201.71 
646.16 
1881.60 
513.88 
327  23 
623.12 
227.67 
445.39 
107.87 
47.48 
117.14 
28.91 
179.27 

818.33 
105.49 
461 .27 
999.64 
398.63 

Guysboro, 

526.05 

Halifax  City 

2413.74 
1169.20 

InverneBB 

611.61 

Lunenburg  

604.67 
1124  87 

Queens,  

Ricbmond 

Shelburno, 

Victoria 

Yarmonth 

396.79 
117.14 
270.38 
68.49 
439.61 

1869 

1328 
1299 

257 
244 

1071 
1054 

18742.94 
18184.00 

5639.65 
6251.65 

13300.31 
11932.45 
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Decrease. 
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POOR   BECTIONS — SPECIAL   COUNTY   AID. 


.  POOR  SECTIONS :  SPECIAL  COUNTY  AID. 


Number  of  these 
Ing  Bohools. 

Amount  of  Count; 
ipaid  to  these  Sch 
above  the  ordinan 

Names  of  Counties  and  Sessional 

2" 

DistricU. 

i 

• 

O  t  9 

*»  «  B 
«  g  -* 

Winter 

Summer 

Winter 

Summer 

ToUl. 

Term. 

Term. 

Term. 

Term. 

Annapolis,  County  of. . 

22 

29 

$139  19 

$168  50 

$307  69 

Antigonish        " 

7 

5 

56  49 

27  57 

84  06 

Cape  Breton,    " 

4Y 

47 

312  10 

328  17 

635  27 

Colchester,       " 

18 

22 

106  48 

114  00 

220  48 

Cumberland,     " 

18 

22 

98  68 

141  33 

240  01 

Digby,  District  of 

Clare,       "        

10 

13 

90  59 

94  49 

185  08 

5 

7 

41  01 

51  98 

92  99 

Gnysboro'    "        

6 

5 

51  28 

32  86 

84  14 

St.  Mary's,  District  of 

2 

1 

11  36 

4  05 

15  41 

Halifax,  County  of . . .  • 

38 

89 

287  74 

273  80 

561  54 

Hants,  District  of  East 

11 

16 

61  67 

78  36 

140  03 

West 

10 

12 

89  04 

83  89 

172  93 

Invemess,  County  of. . . 

25 

195  91 

195  91 

Kings,             '' 

16 

19 

117  53 

137  36 

254  89 

Lunenburg  &  N.  Dublin 

23 

22 

180  31 

174  12 

354  43 

Chester,  District  of..,  • 

2 

4 

10  71 

29  81 

40  52 

Pictou,  County  of.. . .. 

18 

27 

111  67 

149  45 

261  12 

Queens,  County  of.  •  • .  • 

6 

39  94 

39  94 

Richmond,  County  of... 

8 

49  85 

49  85 

Shelburne,  District  of.  • 

Barrington    " 

8 

4 

27  08 

15  05 

42  13 

Victoria, 

12 
9 

12 
9 

69  68 
65  32 

68  08 
57  21 

137  76 

Yarmouth,  District  of. . 

122  53 

Argyle, 

8 

4 

27  32 

30  18 

57  50 

Nova  Scotia,  1870... 

285 

352 

1995  19 

2301  02 

4296  21 

1869. . 

287 

332 

2025  57 

2235  90 

4261  47 

Increase 

84  74 

SPECIAL  OOVERKMEKT  AID. 


SPECIAL  GDVERNMENT  AID  TO  POOR  SECTIONS. 


COCWTT. 


AoDapolis  ••••••• 

ADtigonish 

Cape  Breton 

Colchester 

Cumberland 

Digby 

Guysboro' 

Halifax 

City 

Hants 

Inverness 

Kings 

Lunenburg 

Pictou 

Queens 

Richmond 

Shelburne 

Victoria 

Yarmouth 

Total,  1870... 
"      1869... 


Increase. 
Decrease 


•  • .  • 


Paid  by  Government  over 
and  above  the  ordinary 
Oranta,  tovrarda  Salaries 
of  Teachera  employed  In 
Poor  SecUona.* 


Winter 
Term. 


$270  00 
10  00 
462  50 
205  00 
205  00 
172  00 
77  50 
870  00 

245  00 
260  00 
167  50 
247  50 
200  00 

85  00 
000  00 

80  00 
162  50 
137  50 


3367  00 
2621  25 


745  75 


Summer 
Term. 


$305  00 

65  00 
490  00 
250  00 
270  00 
212  50 

50  00 
865  00 

802  00 

300  00 

255  00 

237  50 

305  00 

80  00 

82  00 

30  00 

155  00 

145  00 


3899  00 
3087  16 


811  84 


Paid  by  Oovemment 

Towards 

Erection  of 

School  Housea,  &c. 


Winter 
Term. 


$25  00 
44  00 
10  00 
40  00 


607  50 


726  50 


Bummer 
Term. 


70  00 


44  00 


t20  00 


607  50 


flOO  00 


190  00 


1031  50 


$84  75 


Total. 


Total. 


$600  00 
205  00 
996  50 
455  00 
529  00 
384  50 
167  50 
755  00 

547  00 

1775  OOJ 

422  50 

485  00 

505  00 

265  00 

82  00 

60  00 

507  50 

282  50 


9024  00 
7381  66 


1642  34 


*  Note.— The  Government  Grant  la  Increaaed  one-third  by  Law.  to  Teachera  employed 
In  aectlona  admitted  aa  **  Poor  Sections  ^  by  the  Ooromiaaionera  of  Schools  for  the  several 
Oounties.  By  regulation  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction,  the  Government  pays  one- 
kajf  of  the  cost  of  school  books  required  by  these  Sections ;  in  the  case  of  ordhiary  Sections 
the  Government  pays  one-fourth  or  the  cost. 

t  Special  Grant  ftrom  Council  for  Public  Instruction. 

i  $600  paid  Inverness  Academy  Grant  which  is  distributed  among  Poor  Sections  by  Board 
of  Conmussioners. 


TICBBBS    EZAHlHATIOM-^WUnEB  TEB». 


TlONS— WINTEB  TERM. 


Amherst 

AntJgDDish 

Baddeck  

Bridgetown 

Digby 

Gu^Bborough  ... 

Halifax 

Keotville 

Liverpool 

Lunenburg 

Margaree  Forks, 
Normal  School ... 

Pictou 

Shelbunie 

Sberbrook 

Tangier 

Truro 

Windsor 

Yarmouth 


a  Scotia,!  870 


Increase... 
Decrease.. 


*  Owing  to  tmoalacIlT  In  tli*  Ua«  oT  botdlnc  the  tiunlnmUoD  *t  Munna 
ttoD.  the  TMOlla  of  thu  RumlniUon  wen  Mnulled  by  Oouocil  of  Public  InttnK 

irott.—TSo  KualDatlon  wu  held  M  Port  Hood,  Ariolul  ud  Byiatj;  tin  "- 
QnutlDiu  oot  hiTlDf  urlTtd  M  Ihoaa  SUUaoi  la  Una. 


teachers'  BXAHIITATIOX — SUMHKK  TEBK. 


Amherst 

AutigoDiali 

Arichat 

Baddeck 

Barrington 

Bridgetown..  ■ . 

Digby 

Guyaborough... 

Halifax 

Eeotville 

Liverpool 

Luneoburp . . . . 
Hargarce  Fuika 
New  Glasgow.. 
\ormal  Scliool . 

Pictou 

Port  Hood 

Sberbrooke. . .. 

Sydney.. 

Truro 

Windsor 

Yarmouth 


^OTft  Scotia  1871) 


Increase... 
;  Decrease., 
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u5.  ETPLANJITIOKS. 


ICir  J  ^"-Continued. 

PICTOU  ACADEMY. 

It  has  been  customftry  in  preTions  returns  from  this  institution  to  give  a 
combined  statement  of  the  four  departments  within  the  building  known  as  the 
Pictou  Academy. 

In  this  report  however,  exclusive  reference  is  made  to  tfie  highest  depart- 
ment or  Academy  proper.  The  other  three  departments  have  maintained  even 
more  than  their  usual  number  and  eflSciency  during  the  past  year. 

Hbrbbrt  a.  Batne,  B.A.,  Principal. 

MOUNT  ALLISON  ACADEMY. 
In  previous  returns  the  statistics  of  this  Institution  have  been  incorporated 
with  those  of  the  Female  Academy.  As  the  Academies  are  now  under  dis- 
tinct headship  and  government,  the  returns  are  made  separately.  Parties 
comparing  these  figures  with  those  of  former  years  will  please  bear  tliis  ex- 
planatory statement  in  mind. — The  Library  and  Apparatus  are  available  for 
the  students  of  both  Academies. 
The  grant  from  the  Nova  Scotia  Legislature  was  $500  for  each  Academy. 

David  Allison,  M.A.,  Principal. 

HORTON  COLLEGIATE  ACADEMY. 
The  discrepancy  between  this  and  the  last  report  in  several  items  arises 
from  the  fact  that  the  Ladies  Seminary  was  included  before. — All  expenditure 
for  repair,  &c.,  will  be  given  in  the  report  of  "  Acadia  College." 

Rev.  T.  a.  Hiooins,  M.A.,  Principal, 

YARMOUTH  SEMINARY. 

This  Return  relates  only  to  the  High  School,  the  other  departments  occu- 
pying a  portion  of  the  Seminary  building  being  maintained  by  the  Trustees  of 
the  School  Section,  and  therefore  reported  elsewhere. 

These  departments  are  under  the  supervision  and  control  of  G.  B.  Sparling, 
Esq.,  Grammar  School  Teacher. 

This  Institution  makes  no  provision  for  Boarders.  All  the  pupils  belonged 
to  the  County  of  Yarmouth.  The  High  School  is  open  free  to  pupils  from  any 
part  of  this  County.  H.  Clifford  Creed,  PrindpaJ, 

INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  DEAF  AND  DUMB. 

(a)  The  nominal  fees  are- -for  day  pupils  $20  per  Session— for  Boarders 
§80  to  $100 ;  but  most  of  the  pupils  are  free.  Last  year  the  fees  amounted 
to  only  $160. 

(5)  Two  of  the  pupils  have  received  instruction  in  viva  voce  reading,  i.e., 
have  been  taught  artificially  to  pronounce,  although  unable  to  hear  the  sounds 
they  themselves  utter. 

(c)  Grammar  and  Composition  are  taught  practically  rather  than  theoreti- 
cally. All  are  daily  exercised  in  the  construction  of  sentences,  and  the  prac- 
tical application  of  written  language. 

(d)  Some  instruction  is  given  in  all  these  branches,  but  mere  tabulated 
statistics  affbrd  no  proper  idea  of  the  nature  or  amount  of  tlie  work  perform- 
ed in  this  peculiar  department  of  tuition.  For  a  brief  account  of  the  method 
and  course  of  instruction,  see  explanations  appended  to  Table  R.  in  Educa- 
tion Report,  1868. 

(«)  Exclusive  of  a  stock  of  School-books,  printed  expressly  for  the  Insti- 
tution. 

(/)  This  includes  $2000  from  N.  S.,  $510  from  New  Brunswick,  and  $164 
from  F.  £.  Island. 

(g)  This  includes  the  Salaries  of  the  Secretary  and  Matron,  the  board  of 
Pupils,  fhel,  gas,  and  all  other  household  expenses. 

J.  Scott  Hutton,  M.A.,  Principal, 

DALHOUSIE  COLLEGE. 

Though  the  College  was  originally  founded  under  an  act  passed  in  1820,  it 

only  received  its  present  organization  under  an  act  passed  in  1868.    Class  fees 

are  the  perquisites  of  the  several  Professors,  and  consequently  no  returns  are 

made  to  the  Board  of  their  amount.    The  sum  of  $8600  is  annually  contri- 

imied  by  two  PreBbyteiinn  Bodies.  Geo.  Thomson,  Esq.,  Secretary » 
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SUMMARY   OF   GOVKRMNENT   EXPENDITURE. 


Summary  of  Oovemment  Expenditure  for  EduccUion  1868  and 

1869,  paid  from  Legislative  Grant  for  Expenses  of  1870. 

Paid  by  Late  Saperiotendent  Education  on  account 

1868 9482.02 

Paid  by  Late  Superintendent  Education  on  account 

1869 3925.16 

Total $13407.18 

Paid  by  Present  Superintendent  Salary  of  Inspec- 
tor due  1869 389.48 

Paid  by  Present  Superintendent  Superior  ^Schools, 

award  due  1869 1150.00 

Total  1868  and  1869 S14946 .61 

1870. 
Paid  by  Late  Superintendent  Education  on  account, 

1870 11295.81 

Paid  by  Superintendent  Education  Common  Schools, 

1870 117123.87 

County  Academies 6300.00 

Norma^  and  Model  Schools 3748.51 

Books  and  Apparatus 75 .37 

Inspectors'  Salaries 10805 .12 

"        Stationery,  Printing,   Postage,  &c.,  as 

Clerks  to  Commissioners 738 .41 

Examinations  for  year 2630.81 

Printing  Blanks,  Report  1869,  Manual  School  Laws  2039.50 

Journal  Education 701.21 

Postage,  Telegrams,  and  Express  charges.  .*••...  402.32 

School  Registers 600.00 

Travel  Expenses  Teachers  attending  Normal  School  1040.20 

Miscellaneous 541.98 

Preparation  Report  Late  Superintendent  1869 125.00 

Preparation  Manual  School  Laws 1 25 .  00 

Colleges  and    Special  Academies 10400 .00 

Salary  Superintendent  11  months  to  31st  Dec 1100.00 

Contingent  Allowance  Superintendent 400 .  00 

Salary  paid  late  Clerk,  at  $1000  per  annum,  to  1st 

May 300.00 

Salary  paid  Present  Clerk,  at  $800  per  annum,  to 

3l8t  Dec 533.28 

Extra  Special  aid  Poor  Sections 130.00 

Interest  on  County  Loan  paid  Bank  Nova  Scotia  to 

3l8tDec 3446.05 

Total  Educational  Expense,  1870 $174602.44 

Educational  Expense  of  1869 ^ 16T522 .  15 

Incre&Be • V\  Q^Q  ."I^ 
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Legislative  Grant  for  EdacatioD,  1870 160000.00 

Deduct  amount  paid  by  Late  Superintendent    on 

accounts  1868  and  1869 13407.18 

$146592.82 

Deduct  amount  paid  by  Present  Superintendent  on 

account,   1869 1539.43 

Amount  available  to  meet  Educational  demands,  1870    SL45053 .39 
Educational  Expenses,  18T0 174602.44 

Excess  of  Educational  Expenses,  1870,  over  axmil- 

able  Funds $29549.05 

NoTE.~$485.72of  the  above  charge  to  expenditure  of  1870,  and  included 
(as  part  of  the  $G000,  advanced  on  account  of  Books,  &c.)f  in  the  $11295.81 
paid  by  Late  Superintendent,  was  not  expended  and  is  credited  to  account, 

1Q7I 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PROVINCIAL  NORMAL  SCHOOL. 


28th  and  29th  Terms,  1869-70. 


Rev.  a.  S.  Hunt,  A.  M., 

Superintendent  of  Education^  dc> 

Sir, — The  following  report  is  respectfully  submitted. 

During  the  year  the  Normal  School  has  held  its  usual  Winter 
and  Summer  Sessions.  The  attendance  was  about  average — sixty- 
two  in  the  Winter  and  fifty-seven  in  the  Summer.  A  marked  im- 
provement in  Scholarship  and  skill  in  teaching,  as  compared  with 
previous  terms,  was  manifest.  Further  particulars  will  be  found  in 
the  subjoined  tables. 

For  the  past  four  years  we  have  at  the  close  of  each  term  classi- 
fied our  Students  according  to  their  teaching  ability  into  the  three 
classes,  Fair,  Good,  Superior,  This  classification,  recited  in  the 
Diploma  distinguishes  it  from  the  ordinary  Provincial  License.  .  To 
secure  a  broader  and  surer  basis  of  classification  I  introduced,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  past  year  in  accordance  with  the  revised 
bye  laws,  some  new  features  in  the  management  of  the  Institution. 
Of  these  the  following  are  the  most  important:— 

The  class  roll  is  called  at  the  commencement  of  each  lesson ; 
students  rise  to  answer  questions  proposed  ;  the  value  of  each 
recitation  is  recorded ;  a  general  review  of  the  previous  work  of  the 
term  is  held  at  the  close  of  each  month  ;  the  teachers  make  weekly 
reports  to  the  Principal,  giving  each  student's  average  in  regularity, 
punctuality,  deportment,  recitation,  and  skill  in  teaching ;  the  Prin- 
cipal enters  these  reports  in  a  General  Register,  together  with  sim- 
ilar particulars  from  his  own  class  book.  At  the  end  of  the  Term 
each  student's  class  is  determined  by  his  standing  in  the  Register. 
In  estimating  the  standing  two  kinds  of  qualifications  are  consid- 
ered— those  which  make  eligible  for  classification,  and  those  which 
determine  the  class.  Under  the  first,  a  student  must  have  an  av- 
erage  of  attendance  and  conduct  of  at  least  75  to  qaalify  for  any 
grade ;  and  he  must  have  an  average  of  recitation  in  the  English 
and  Mathematicid  departments  of  at  least  75  to  qualify  for  grade 
Superior,  an  average  of  50  for  grade  Good,  and  of  8T|  for  grade 
Fair.    Subject  to  these  conditions  his  class  is  determined  by  his 


4  NORMAL  SCHOOL. 

average  in  matters  more  strictly  professional,  embracing  recitation, 
written  exercises,  teaching,  and  criticism  on  the  teaching  of  others. 
The  carrying  out  of  this  scheme  has  involvedfmuch  additional  labor ; 
bat  the  results  have  hitherto  been  of  the  most  satisfactory  charac- 
ter. In  addition  to  having  ^  definite  basis  of  classification,  the 
attendance  has  been  greatly  improved  both  in  respect  to  regularity 
and  punctuality  and  the  students  have  been  stimulated  to  greater 
effort  in  the  general  work  of  the  Institution. 

Before  closing  this  Report  I  beg  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Council  of  Public  Instruction  to  the  character  of  the  school  build- 
ings. The  Rev.  Dr.  Forrester,  in  his  last  Report,  brought  this  sub- 
ject to  the  notice  of  the  Council  in  terms  which  I  may  reiterate. 
"  From  the  age  both  of  the  Normal  and  Model  Schools,  and  the 
effects  of  the  wear  and  tear  incident  to  14  years  existence,  it  ap- 
pears to  me  that  the  whole  matter  of  the  buildings  of  these  In- 
stitutions ought  to  be  taken  into  consideration  by  the  educational 
authorities  with  a  view  to  their  improvement  and  buitableness  .  .  . 
It  thus  becomes  a  matter  of  serious  consideration  whether 
some  fundamental  change  is  not  essential  to  render  the  whole  sub- 
servient to  the  end  in  view,  and  adapted  to  the  advanced  condition 
of  education  in  the  Province.  "  The  late  Superintendent,  in  com- 
menting upon  this  Report  fully  endorsed  the  views  of  thePrincipal. 
*'  The  common  school  houses  in  many  sections  of  the  Province 
are  in  every  way  more  convenient  and  elegant.  The  educational 
requirements  of  the  Province  have  fairly  outgrown  the  buildings  at 
Truro,  both  with  respect  to  the  extent  of  accommodation  and  gen- 
eral appearance.  .  .  The  Normal  School  should  represent,  in  all 
respects,  the  foremost  position  to  which  the  Province  has  attained 
in  connection  with  Public  education.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  neces- 
sary to  provide  a  new  building  for  the  Normal  and  Model  Schools 
at  Truro  ;  and  I  would  respectfully  solicit  the  favorable  considera- 
tion of  the  Legislature  to  this  most  important  matter.'' — Report  of 
Superintendent  for  1868. 

I  would  only  add  that  the  wear  and  tear  of  two  additional  years, 
and  the  continued  educational  progress  throughout  the  Province 
have  rendered  the  demand  for  a  new  building  the  more  imperative. 
The  accommodation  provided  in  the  Model  School  is  quite  inade- 
quate to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  Institution  in  the  practical 
training  of  our  students,  as  well  as  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  town 
of  Tmro.  I  think  it  would  be  advisable  to  erect  a  large  building 
sufficient  to  include  both  Normal  and  Model  Schools.  In  the  event 
of  early  action  in  this  direction  on  the  part  of  the  Oovernment,  I 
believe  the  section  of  Truro  would  contribute  largely  to  meet  the 
expense.  The  proceeds  arising  from  the  sale  of  lands  belonging  to 
the  Institution  would  also  considerably  diminish  the  amount  re* 
quired  from  the  Provincial  treasury. 

I  would  also  state  that  in  my  opinion  the  Normal  School  would 
be  rendered  more  efficient  by  a  change  from  two  short  terms  in  the 
year  to  one  long  term.  We  have  not  sufficient  time  to  give  that 
knowledge  of  our  system  and  practical  training  which  are  necea- 
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sary  to  qualify  for  efficient  service  in  the  schools  of  the  Province. 
According  to  the  present  arrangement,  also,  we  are  compelled  to 
keep  our  students  at  close  work  during  the  most  intense  heat  of 
summer.  It  is  probable  that  the  change  would  somewhat  lessen 
the  number  of  students  for  a  year  or  two,  but  this  would  find  its 
compensation  in  the  more  thorough  training  of  those  who  attend. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Yours  respectfully, 

J.  B.  CALKIN, 
Normal  School^  Truro,  Fd>.  3,  1871.  Principal 
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NORMAL  SO[IOOL-28th  TERM,  1869-1870. 


LIST     OF    STUDENTS— CLASSIFICATION,   Ac,    &c. 


Namf. 


Frederick  Porter.. 
John  McKenzie. . . .  < 

David  Little 

Johnson  Starrait. . . 
Morton  Forsythe..  . 
Frank  Andrews. ... 
Valentine  Landry. . . 
Isaac  Archibald. . . . 

James  D.  Koss 

George  Reading. . . 

John  McKay > 

Medford  Christie. . 
Alfred  Andrews. . . . 
Malcolm  McLeod. . 
Charles  J.  Fox. . .. 
Robert  E.  Gunn . . . 

Lewis  Mclnnis 

Mary  R.  Cousins... 

Alice  Munroe 

Lizzie  Reading. . . . 
Bessie  Archibald.. . 
Jennie  Archibald.. . 
Maggie  Webster. . . 

Mary  A.  Hunt 

Charlotte  Morine. . 
Charlotte  Cock .... 
Margare  t  J.  Meikle 
Mary  A.  McLean. . 

Eva  Crowe 

Eva  Smith 

Georgctta  Dimock. 
Jennie  McArthur- . 
Maggie  Hamilton.. 

Maria  Killam 

Isabella  Russell. . . . 
Priscilla  Wells.... 
Mrs.  McDonald. . . . 
Louisa  McKeen. . . . 
Ada  Fletcher 


COU5TY, 


Teaching  abilitylQrade     of     h- 
oml*iW//atlJudjf- reuse  iRsuird  by 
ed   by   Iho    Fa-ICouncU  of  Pub- 
ciilty  of  InHtruc*  lie  InBtraction. 
torn. 


Annapolis... 

Victoria 

Colchester. . 

Kings 

Annapolis.. . 
Annapolis... 

Digby 

Colchester. . 
Colchester. . 
Colchester. . 
Richmond  . . 
Colchester. . 
Annapolis... 
Inverness.. . 
Shelburne.. . 
Inverness.... 
Antigonish.' 

Dighy 

Colchester. . 
Colchester. . 
Colchester. . 
Colchester.  . 
Yarmouth. . . 
Lunenburg. . 

Queens 

Colchester. 

rictou 

Inverness  . 
Colchester. 
Colchester. 
Colchester. 

Halifax 

Colchester. 

Kings 

Colchester. 
Cumberland 
Colchester..  < 
Inverness.... 
Colchester. . 


Good. 

Fair. 

Good. 

Good. 

Good. 

I  air. 

Good. 

Fair. 

Su4)erior. 

Not  classed. 

Fair. 
Not  classed. 

Good. 

Fair. 

Good. 

Good. 

Not  classed. 

Superior. 

Fair. 

Good. 

Good. 

Fair. 

Good. 

Fair. 

Good. 
Not  classed. 

Good. 

Fair. 

Fair. 

Fair. 

Fair. 

Fair. 

Good. 

Fair. 

Good. 

Fair. 

Good. 

Fair. 

Fair. 


. . « . .  ^/  .... 


B 
B 
B 
B 
B 


.  .  .  .  .      Vy     ..... 


B 


Not  examined 

B 

C 

Not  examined 

B 

B 

B 

.....    A    .... 
Not  examined 

c  ..... 

C 

. .  • . .  \_/  .   ... 
C 

c 

E 

D 

C 

....  I)  

C 

C 

C 

D 

C 

Not  examined 

C 

C 

D 
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Name. 


Sarah  Calkin 

Hattie  Bounsfell 

Henrietta  L.  Freeman 

Fannie  Manning 

Janet  Archibald 

Maggie  Gann 

Annie  Reed 

Maggie  McKay 

Annie  Roy 

Sarah  Young > 

Emma  Adams 

Mary  Caldwell 

Abbie  Hyde 

Olivia  Fox 

Kate  Mcintosh  

Mary  A .  Carlyle 

Mary  R.  Cummings 

Jessie  E.  McKay 

Olivia  A.  Fox 

Jessie  Smith. 

Annie  McPhail 

Robina  Smith 

Bessie  McDonald 


COONTY. 


Colchester. 

Kings  

Qaeens  -  •  •  • 
Lunenburg 
Colchester. 
Inverness.. 
Annapolis.. 

Pictou 

Pictou .... 

Colchester. 

Halifax . . 
Halifax. . .. 
Colchester. 
Shelburne. 
Halifax . . . . 
Colchester. 
Colchester. 
Colchester. 
Shelburne . 
Colchester 
Halifax  . . . 
Pictou. . . . . 
Pictou. . . . . 


Teachina  ability 
and  «JHaadjodg 
ed   by   the   Fa 
culty  of  Instruc 
tora. 


Grade  of  Li- 
cense issued  by 
CoQDcil  of  i*ub- 
lie  Instruction. 


Good. 

D 

Good. 

C 

Good. 

C 

Good. 

•  •••  i-***'** 

Good. 

c... 

Fair. 

C 

Good. 

Not  examined 

Good. 

C 

Superior. 

•  «  «  «  •      V/      .  •  •  •  • 

>  Left  before 

'  end  of  term. 

Fair. 

C 

Good. 

c 

Good. 

c 

Good. 

c 

Superior. 

Not  examined 

Fair. 

D 

Fair. 

D 

Fair. 

C 

Good. 

C 

Good. 

C 

Good. 

c 

Not  classed. 

Not  classed. 

29th  term— 1870. 


Name. 


Edward  Thorpe 

Robert  Faulkner 

William  McMillan 

Thomas  Golden 

William  Deinstadt 

John  J.  McLean ? 

Edward  L.  Nash 

I.  R.  Chute i 

Isaac  Archibald 

Daniel  DUl 

James  Underwood 

Valentine  Landry. . . '. 

Alexander  McLeod 

George  O.  Robinson 

Walter  B.Hingley 

Frank  Smith 

David  H.  Palmeter 

John  McDonald 


County. 


Kings 

Pictou.... 
Pictou.   .. 
Shelburne. 
Shelburne. 

Pictou. ... 

Pictou.  ••• 

Colchester 

Colchester, 
Hants... - 
Hants . . . . . 

Digby 

Inverness . 

Kings..... 

Colchester 

Colchester 

Kings.... 

Richmond. 


Teaching 
and  skill  adjudg- 
ed  by   the   Fa 
culty  of  Instruc- 
tors. 


abilit^QTAde  of  Li- 
cense issued  by 
Council  of  Pnb- 
lie  Instruction. 


Good. 
Not  classed. 
Good. 
Good. 
Good. 

Not  classed. 

Superior. 

Not  classed. 

Good. 
Good. 
Good. 
Good. 
Good. 
Superior. 
Good. 
Fair. 
Good. 
Fail. 


C 

B 

B 

. . . . .  v « 


.... 
.... 
•  .  .  . 
.... 


CLeft  before 
(  end  of  term. 

. . . . .   J5     .... 

{Present  half 
term  only. 

.....     v^      .... 

.....  Is  ••.. 

.....  B  .... 
. . . . .  J5  • . . . 
.....  O    •••. 


c 
c 

B 
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Jamei  A.Heek 

William  Neweomb. . 

George  McKHf ■ 

Era  Ctowt 

SumhCalkiii 

Charlolte  Stanlbrd... 

Neribii  Toiler 

JeMic  B.  Murdoch.  ■  ■ 

HnrrietA.EIIU 

Apiet  H.  Bobbina  ■  ■ . 

AgnM  Baiter 

Martha  S.  Kempion. . 

Oreiaa  Black 

Sarah  TE.Coi 

Eliza  Smith       

AnnioDouBlas 

Rebecca  J- Logan   ... 
Margaret  J.  McLean. 

Annie  Kerr 

MaryJ. Miller 

Ma«Kie  H.  Wubater.. 

JewieE  McKay 

Catherine  J.  Roat.... 

SanhE- YouDg 

Sarah  B.  Eaton 

Catbcriiie  McArtbur . 
Jemima  E.McLeod. . 

EvaSmiih        

Charlotte  Civck 

Jane  McG.  Murahall . 

Iincinda  Spenuer 

ItabellaHaaon 

Adeline  Blanch  ard. . . 

Jane  Blanchard. 

MuT  Hunt 

Soaan  J   Uunroe.... 

Jane  Christie 

Jeaaic  Lairion 

HwKant  Topper.  ■  ■ . 


Colch«ater.  - 
Cotcheater  ■ . 
Colcheater.' 

Halifax 

Batlfax 

Col  cheater  •  • 
Yarmonth  ... 
Tarmouth  •  ■  < 
Annapolla.. . 

Qaeena 

Cuioberluid . 

Kinga 

Haota 

Hanta 

Cumburland. 
Cape  Breton 
AnnapoUa... 
Coleheater. ., 
Yarmouth ,. . 
Colcheater-  ■ 
Colchester.  ■ 
Colcheater-.. 

nctoa 

Halifax 

iDTemeat'.'i 
Colcheater... 
Colcheater.  ■ . 

Picloo 

Cumberland.. 

Hanta 

Colcheater. . 
Colcheater.. 
Lunenburg.. 
Colcheater ... 
Colcheater.. 

Halifax 

Colchester... 


TBaebingiMIUii  Orade  or  I.i- 
and  ikaisiSaAg- seaan  iHord  W 
-'   ■--  ■■--   "-  "-—ill  or  Pub- 


Fair. 

Good. 
Not  cluced. 

Good. 

Good. 
Superior. 

Good. 

Fair. 

Good. 

Good. 

Good. 

Good. 

Good. 
Superior. 

Good. 

Fair. 
Not  claaaed. 

Good. 

Good. 

Good. 

Good. 

Good 

Good. 

Fair. 

Good. 

Fair. 

Good. 

Gooa. 

Good. 

Fair. 

Good. 

Good. 

Fiur. 

Fair. 
Not  claaled. 
Not  claascd. 


Not  examined 
Led  before 
end  of  term. 
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REPORT    OF   THE   BOABD    OF    SCHOOL   COMMISSIONERS   FOR  THE  CITT  OF 

HAUFAX,  FOR  1870. 


November  1,  1870. 

Tb  ihs  Rev.  A.  8.  Ifuni,  A.M., 

Superintendent  of  Edttcation  for  the  Province  of  ffova  Scotia. 

Sir,— 

The  Commissioners  of  Schools  for  the  City  of  Halifax  beg  leave 
to  report  for  your  information^  as  well  as  that  of  their  fellow  citi- 
zens, that  their  best  efforts  have  been  directed  during  the  past  year, 
not  only  to  maintain  the  City  Schools  in  the  same  efficient  state  as 
they  were  found  at  the  date  of  their  last  report,  but  to  provide  en- 
larged and  much  needed  accommodation,  and  to  carry  out  several 
improvements  which  greater  experience  seemed  to  render  desira- 
ble, and  which  it  is  hoped  will  tend  to  render  the  Schools  more 
effective  and  more  satisfectory  to  the  parents  and  to  the  public. 

The  Commissioners  appointed  under  the  present  law,  finding 
themselves  compelled,  at  a  short  notice,  to  provide  sufficient  accom- 
modation for  all  the  children  of  school  age  in  the  City,  were,  in  the 
first  years  of  their  organization,  obliged  to  rent  severjd  buildings  ill- 
adapted  in  every  respect  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  law  or 
to  satisfy  the  wishes  of  the  Commissioners. 

Unwilling  to  increase  the  taxation  of  the  City,  the  Board  foxmd 
it  necessary  for  some  years  to  use  such  buildings,  which,  however 
ill-suited,  yet  afforded  accommodation  to  a  large  number  of  children, 
and  all  the  opportunities  for  instruction  which  the  best  teachers  in 
the  power  of  the  Commissioners  to  employ,  could  impart.  Having 
ascertained  that  the  rent  paid  for  these  rooms,  was  little  in  excess  of 
what  would  have  to  be  given  as  interest  on  debentures  sold  under 
the  law  for  the  erection  of  new  buildings,  the  Board  determined  on 
entering  into  a  contract  for  a  new  School  with  eleven  departments 
on  a  site  purchased  by  them  in  a  popiilous  district  in  Ward  five. 

They  are  happy  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  building  has  been 
completed,  furnished  with  patent  desks,  seats  and  all  other  modem 
improvements,  and  that  immediately  after  the  summer  vacation  the 
eleven  departments  were  thoroughly  organized,  placed  under  the 
charge  of  first-class  teachers,  and  within  a  fortnight  every  seat  was 
filled. 
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The  Schools  in  Gcrrish  street,  those  under  the  Wcsleyan  Church, 
and  in  the  City  Mission  House  were  closed,  and  the  teachers  and 
children  transferred,  some  to  the  Albro  and  others  to  the  Bruns- 
wick street  Schools. 

The  ample  accommodation  afforded  by  the  new  School,  enabled 
the  Commissioners  to  provide  for  a  better  classification  of  the 
children  in  that  portion  of  the  City,  and  as  boys  only,  were  received 
there,  a  source  of  frequent  complaint — that  of  having  both  sexes 
taught  in  a  building  with  very  limited  play  ground,  was  removed. 
So  far  the  change  has  worked  well,  and  the  Board  have  not  heard 
of  any  inconvenience  resulting  therefrom.  A  plain  and  substantial 
wooden  fence  has  been  erected  around  the  grounds  wliich  have 
also  been  somewhat  improved,  and  afford  ample  sspace  for  recrea- 
tion during  the  hours  of  recess. 

As  it  was  feared  that  the  required  accommodation  coidd  not  be 
provided  in  the  new  building  for  all  the  children  who  would  need 
school  privileges,  it  was  determined  both  on  this  account  and  be- 
cause they  were  held  under  lease,  to  continue  the  Schools  in 
Prince  William  and  City  Streets.  Although  ill  adapted  for 
the  purpose  they  have  been  well  filled,  and  are  affording  accommo- 
dation to  a  number  of  children  who  would  not  be  able  to  find  ad- 
mission in  any  of  the  other  public  Schools. 

The  scale  of  salaries  for  teachers  arranged  last  year  has  been  care- 
fully revised,  and  with  some  slight  alterations  been  re-adopted. 
The  merits  and  claims  of  each  teacher  have  been  carefidly  consi- 
dered, and  where  an  increase  seemed  justifiable,  the  Board  have 
not  hesitated  to  grant  it.  CKving  to  the  exceptionable  state  of 
things  which  existed  when  the  present  law  came  into  operation, 
the  Commissioners  were  obliged  then  to  give  larger  salaries  than 
those  allowed  under  their  new  scale.  The  Board  deem  it  but  right  to 
state  that  they  do  not  anticipate  being  able  to  make  any  reduction 
in  the  amount  provided  in  the  estimate  for  salaries.  The  teachers 
in  the  City  Schools  ai-e  not  receiving  more  than  is  allowed  to  per- 
sons of  the  same  class  in  Yarmouth,  Pictou,  Dartmouth,  and  the 
principal  towns  of  the  Province  where  the  expenses  of  living  are 
much  less  than  in  Halifax.  Judging  from  the  reports  of  the  In- 
spector and  of  their  ovm  officers,  as  well  as  from  the  few  in- 
stances during  the  year  in  which  complaints  have  been  made  to 
them  of  the  conduct  or  efficiency  of  the  large  number  of  teachers 
in  their  employment,  the  Board  feel  that  as  a  body  they  are 
giving  satisfaction,  and  that  the  parents  and  tax-payers  have 
no  reasonable  grounds   of  complaint. 

It  is  very  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  half-yearly  and 
monthly   returns   of  the   attendance   are   not   more   satisfactory. 
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and  that  such  a  discrepancy  exists  between  the  numbers  en- 
rolled on  the  registers  and  those  actually  attending.  The  Com- 
missioners have  no  authority  and  aie  not  prepared  to  offer 
any  suggestion  for  remedying  this  discouraging  state  of  things, 
which  they  believe  is  found  to  exist  to  a  more  or  less  extent 
in  all  large  cities.  Irregular  attendance,  and  a  removal  of  chil- 
dren from  school  at  such  an  early  age  as  is  the  case  in  this  city, 
must  operate  very  much  against  the  efficiency  and  success  of  the 
educational  system.  The  Commissioners  bog  leave  to  invite  the  at- 
tention and  co-operation  of  the  parents  and  the  public  to  this  im 
port  ant  matter. 

Frequent  complaints  having  been  made  to  the  Board  of  those 
employed  in  cleaning  the  Schools  being  insufficientU*  paid,  a  new- 
scale  was  adopted  and  all  ground  of  dissatisfaction  removed. 

The  Board  are  prepared  to  entertain  the  subject  of  a  "  High 
School  "  as  soon  as  they  are  satisfied  that  any  considerable  por- 
tion of  their  fellow-citizens  desire  its  establishment.  It  is  right, 
however,  to  stxite  that  much  requires  to  be  done  yet  before  the 
School  accommodation  in  certain  portions  of  the  city  will  be  as 
ample  and  as  satisfactorj^  as  could  be  wished. 

Selections  from  the  Inspector's  semi-annual  and  the  Supervisor's 
monthly  reports  are  annexed,  and  will,  it  is  hoped,  give  you  and 
our  fellow  citizens  an  opportunity  of  forming  an  impartial  estimate  of 
the  state  of  our  Schools.  The  copious  statistics  which  we  subjoin 
will,  it  is  trusted,  satisfy  those  who  contribute  so  large  an  amount 
for  educational  purposes,  that  the  Commissioners  while  taking  care 
that  the  Schools  are  efficiently  taught,  have  not  neglected  to  use 
all  proper  care  to  avoid  needless  expenditure,  and  to  employ  with 
all  due  regard  to  economy,  the  funds  entrusted  to  them. 

In  referring  to  the  Usts  of  the  names  of  the  Gentlemen  who 
have  held  the  office  of  Commissioners  of  Schools  during  the  last 
five  years,  comprising  as  it  does  representatives  of  the  intelli- 
gence, wealth,  industry  and  business  habits  of  our  most  respected 
fellow-citizens  of  all  classes,  and  including  every  year  for  the  last 
three,  six  of  the  Civic  body  specially  charged  to  w^atch  over 
the  expenditure  and  administration  of  the  funds  raised 
by  taxation,  the  Board  feel  that  their  fellow-citizens  can  rely  with 
confidence  that  they  have  endeavored  to  carry  out  fiuthfully  the 
provisions  of  a  law  which  they  were  appointed  to  administer  and 
not  to  make,  and  that  there  has  been  nothing  in  their  j^roceedings 
which  needs  concealment  from  the  public. 

A.  M.  UNIACKE, 

Chaiin}ian, 
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Extracts  from  Inspector's  Beport. 

The  following  abstracts  of  statistics  will  show  the  standing  of 
the  Schools  at  the  close  of  this  term  compared  with  that  of  the 
corresponding  term  of  1869. 

The  number  of  pupils  registered  and  in  attendance  at  St  John's 
School  and  at  the  Boys'  School  on  City  Street,  has  not  been  in- 
cluded in  this  estimate.  As  independent  schools  they  were  in 
operation  only  part  of  the  term.  They  were  subsequently  incor- 
porated with  the  Brunswick  Street  and  Albro  Street  Schools^  and 
are  treated  as  parts  of  these  schools  in  this  report. 

NO.    DEPARTMENTS   OF   THE    PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 

Summer  Term,  1870 78 

Do.         1869 72 

Increase 6 

NO.    PUPILS   REGISTERED   IN   THE   SCHOOLS. 

Summer  Term,  1870 6057 

Do.         1869 6080 

■  • 

Increase 27 

NO.  PtJPILS   DAILY   PRESENT   ON    AN    A\'£RAGE. 

Summer  Term,  1870 3265 

Do.    1869 : 8366 

•■-^■^^^ 

Decrease 100 

NO.  PUPILS   DAILY   PRESENT   PER    100    REGISTERED. 

Summer  Term,  1870 64.6 

Do.         1869 66.8 

Decrease 2.2 

AVERAGE  NO.  PUPILS  REGISTERED  FOR  EACH  TEACHER 

Summer  Term,  1870 64 

Do,         1869 66 

Decrease 2 

AVERAGE   NO.     PUPILS    DAILY    PRESENT     IN     EACH     DEPARTMENT. 

Summer  Term,  1870 41 

Do.         1869 • 44 

Decrease 3 
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NO.  PUPILS   IN  ALL  THE  SCHOOLS^  PRESENT  AT  TIME  OF  INSPECTION. 

Summer  Term,  1870 3079 

Do.         1869 8156 

Decrease 76 

NO.    VISITS   MADE   BY   THE   INSPECTOR. 

Summer  Term,  1870 95 

Do.         1869 91 

Increase 4 

NO.    VISITS   MADE  BY  THE  INSPECTOR. 

During  the  year,  1870 200 

Do.           1869 174 

Increase 26 


i  scarcely  know  how  to  account  for  the  seeming  retrogression 
implied  in  some  of  the  foregoing  statements.  The  idling  off  in 
the  regularity  of  attendance  is  largely  attributable  to  the  presence 
of  small-pox  in  the  city  during  the  summer.  The  decrease  in  the 
average  number  of  pupils  with  each  teacher  seems  to  indicate  ad- 
vancement by  doing  away  with  over-crowding.  But  such  is  not 
the  case.  Some  of  the  departments  have  so  few  pupils  as  to  lower 
the  average,  while  in  others  there  are  too  many  for  efficient  work. 
From  50  to  60  pupils  in  regular  attendance  in  each  room  is  the 
limit ;  more  or  less  than  this  number  is  not  to  be  desired.  Each 
room  should  be  at  least  30  feet  long  by  26  in  breadth  ;  28  x  32 
would  be  satisfactory. 

The  number  of  pupils  daily  present  for  every  100  r^;istered 
in  the  different  schools,  was  : — 


Inglis  (mixed) 24 

Zion  (colored)  mixed 40 

Convent  Free  (girls) 49 

Campbell  road  (col'd,  mixed)  52 

City  Street  (girls) 53 

Masons'  Hall   (boys) 53 

Poor  Asylum  (mixed) 53 

Colonial  (boys) 56 

Russell  Street. 56 

Acadian  (girls) 60 

Natioiud  fboys) .60 


Richmond 60 

Three  Mile(mixed) 60 

Morris  Street  (girls) 65  j 

St.  Patrick's  (girls) 65  ^ 

Morris  Street  (boys) 68  j 

St  Patrick's  (boys) 69  j 

Brunswick  Street  (girls) ...  70  j 

Albro  Street  (boys) 76j 

Industrial  (evening,  boys) . .  76  J 

St  Mary's  (girls) 78| 

St.  Mary's  (boys) 84.7 


The  fbllowing  is  a  special  report  of  each  department  inspected : 
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!n  connection  with  the  foregoing  statement  it  is  necessary  to 
remark  that  in  the  following  departments  the  teachers  conducted 
classes  in  additional  studies.* 

In  Albro  Street  School,  Mr.  McCully  and  Mr.  Stems  had  class- 
es in  Geometry  and  Algebra.  Miss  Layton,  Lady  Principal  of 
Brunswick  Street  School,  had  classes  in  Geometry,  Algebra,  Pro- 
sody, Rhetoric  and  Book-keeping.  Miss  K.  Miller  of  the  same 
school  taught  the  first  principles  of  Algebra  and  Geometry.  Mr. 
C.  J.  Major  and  Miss  P.  A.  Johns,  .taught  Algebra  and  Geometry 
in  the  most  advanced  departments  of  the  Morris  St.  School.  Bro. 
Christian,  Principal  of  St  Mary's  School,  had  classes  in  Philoso- 
phy, Rhetoric,  Algebra,  Geometry  and  Book-keeping.  Mr.  Rennels 
in  Richmond  School  taught  Book-keeping,  Geometry  and  Alge- 
bra. Sister  Benedicta  in  the  Russell  Street  School,  gave  attention 
part  of  the  time  to  Geometry  and  Fancy  Work.  Bro.  Philippian 
in  St.  Patrick's  School  taught  N.  Philosophy.  In  the  girls'  de- 
partments of  the  Richmond,  Russell  Street,  St.  Mary's  and  Con- 
vent Free  Schools,  needle  and  fancy  work  are  taught ;  and  in  sev- 
eral departments  of  Brunswick  Street  School  it  has  recently  been 
introduced.  ♦  ♦  ♦  •  ♦ 

The  rooms  in  which  St.  Patrick's  School  is  taught  are  very  ill 
aidapted  for  school  work.  In  the  first  department  of  girls  I  found 
74  pupils  in  a  small  ill-ventilated  room  about  20  feet  square.  The 
other  rooms  are  made  inconvenient  by  smoke  ;  and  during  wet 
weather  the  dampness  makes  it  really  dangerous  to  the  health  of 
the  pupils  and  teachers.  The  Commissioners  are  under  obliga- 
tion to  provide  suitable  accommodation  for  all  the  pupils  in  the 
City,  and  the  sooner  it  is  done  the  better  for  education. 

The  people  residing  within  the  limits  of  the  City,  near  the  head 
of  the  North  West  Arm,  have  not  been  provided  with  school  pri- 
vileges. A  school  has  been  recently  organized  in  the  section  just 
beyond  the  City,  and  the  Trustees  are  willing  for  it  to  be  a  border 
section  supported  by  the  joint  efforts  of  the  Trustees  and  City 
Commissioners.  The  Commissioners  for  West  Hali&x  are  agreed 
for  the  section  to  be  thus  constituted,  and  it  was  by  their  orders  I 
recently  addressed  a  letter  to  you  upon  the  subject.  It  is  desira- 
ble that  opportunity  for  Education  should  be  given  the  children  in 
that  part  of  the  City. 

I  was  going  to  speak  of  the  necessity  of  a  High  School  in  the 
City,  but  public  attention  has  been  drawn  so  much  of  late  to  the 

*  TIm  tUIU  of  Mr.  Panont  the  Oorernment^iMpeetor  are  only  made  MmiHuraaftllT  ai  all 
MMOBt  Mid  in  all  atatM  of  the  wealher,  and  do  notaflbrd  aa  fUr  aerlterlon  of  Jadftng  m  g«B- 
oral  eharaoter  of  the  School— the  attendanee  of  the  ehUdren— the  effldenej  of  the  teaeheraaa 
the  reports  of  the  City  Snpeniaor,  Mr.  J.  K.  Romeelle,  whleh  are  haeed  on  Tlelte  made 
aemi^monthly,  and  whoee  etatemente  are  the  reenlt  of  a  eooftant  rapenrlaion  and  oheenratloa 
mMd0  Im  ib0  yartouM  Sehools.    Kxtraete  from  hit  reporia  are  aaltlolBed. 
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undesirable  notoriety  of  Halifax  in  tliis  respect,  the  Board  must  be 
sufficiently  aware  that  a  High  School  is  a  public  necessity  and 
must  be  established.  In  organizing  such  an  institution  it  will  be 
useless  to  commence  with  less  than  two  teachers.  No  one  man 
will  be  able  to  get  through  with  the  requisite  number  of  studies. 
Some  pupils  wiU  prefer  one  course  of  subjects,  some  another.  Al- 
gebra, Geometry,  Navigation,  Land  Surveying,  Book-keeping, 
Rhetoric,  Logic,  Philosophy,  Chemistry,  Latin,  Greek  and  French, 
together  with  several  of  the  Natural  Sciences,  must  be  included  in 
the  Curriculum  in  order  to  meet  the  requirements  of  alL  Two 
gentlemen,  or  a  gentleman  and  a  lady  of  superior  attainments, 
would  no  doubt  make  a  successful  beginning  for  the  High  School 


SuperviBor'B  Baport 


Office  of  School  Commissionees, 
48  George  Street^  JTov.  14, 1870. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, — Since  my  last  Report  I 
have  continued  mv  usual  official  visits  to  the  various  Schools  in 
the  city,  the  details  of  which  are  entered  in  the  visiting  book 
kept  in  the  office.  From  the  24th  January  last,  on  which  day  I 
commenced  my  duty  as  Supervisor,  I  have  made  220  visits  of 
examination,  and  casual  visits  without  number  at  all  hours  and 
without  previous  notice  to  the  Schools,  and  am  pleased  to  be  able 
to  report  no  serious  causes  of  complaint 

I  diought  it  best  during  the  past  year  to  devote  more  attention^ 
to  the  departments  which  appeared  deficient  in  order^  discipline* 
and  method  of  teaching — to  the  apparent  neglect  of  those  which 
really  required  very  little  supervision,  with  what  results  the- 
present  state  of  the  City  Schools  will  bear  witness.  ITp  to  the 
beginning  of  March  lai^,  with  the  exception  of  the  Senior  De- 
partments of  St  Mary's  and  St  Patrick's,  and  the  senior  Girls'*^ 
Department  of  the  Brunswick  St  School  under  Mis«  LkjIotk — 
Geometry  aiul  A^bra  were  not  taught     I  t\LX'«\it  \x  tsl^  ^'^^''^ 
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to  direct  tlie  teachers  to  remedy  these  deficiencies^  and  am  happy 
to  be  able  to  state  that  they  are  now  receiving  that  attention  which 
the  importance  of  these  studies  demands. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  Schools  with  the  Teachers  in 
charge^  the  No.  of  pupils  enrolled,  and  the  average  attendance  for 
the  month  of  October  : — 

Registered.       Average. 

Three  mUe  School,  Miss  Stanford,  58  38 

Campbell  Boad,  Mr.  Brown,  25  17 

Richmond,  Mr.  Rennels,  215  142 

Russell  St.,  Mr.  Walsh,  290  175 

City  St.,  Miss  Bremner,  88  54 

Albro  St.,  Mr.  McLaughlin,  629  424 

St.  Patrick's,  Boys,  Brother  Philippian,     159  123 

Girls,  Sister  Cecilia,  257  194 

Brunswick  St.,  Miss  Layton,  432  343 

Acadian,  Miss  Bamaby,  194  138 

Colonial,  Mr.  McDonnell,  157  91 

Inglis,  Mrs.  Patterson,  297  60 

National,  Mr.  Ross,  188  155 

•  Masons'  Hall,  Mr.  O'Connor,  138  66 

St.  Mary's,  Boys,  Bro.  Christian,  398  S62 

Girls,  Sister  Clare,  272  248 

Morris  St.,  Mr.  Major,  653  429 

Convent,  free,  Mde.  Mooney,  145  68 

Poors'  Asylum,  Mr.  Teas,  84  41 

Zion,  Mr.  Goosley,  72  80 

Industrial,  Mr.  Sterns,  45  35 

These,  with  the  exception  of  the  Three  mile  School  and  that  of 
the  Poors'  Asylum,  are  fitted  up  with  improved  desks  and  seats ; 
all  are  provided  with  the  necessary  maps  and  apparatus.  I  may 
safely  report  that  your  Schools  are  in  excellent  order  so  far  as  the 
attention  of  the  teachers  and  the  conduct  of  the  pupils  in  the 
School  rooms  are  tests.  The  Albro  St.  School,  the  last  organized, 
though  to  some  extent  suffering  from  the  frequent  change  of 
teachers,  is  rapidly  approaching  that  state  of  efficiency  which  you 
have  a  right  to  expect.  I  have  taken  considerable  trouble  and 
spent  time,  which  perhaps  I  ought  to  have  given  to  other  places, 
in  the  endeavor  to  secure  harmony  and  to  introduce  ^nethod  and 
regularity  in  the  working  of  this  most  important  Institution. 

The  departments  of  the  Morris  St.  School  taught  in  St  Luke's 
Parochial   School-house   are   entirelj*   too    crowded,   many  very 
young  children  of  the  district  yet  remain  without  School  accom- 
modation,  and  they  are  continually  applying  to  Mr.  Major  for 
admission. 

3.  K.  'Ro\:^iii;&)  Sw^^rvisor. 
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Office  of  School  Commissioners,  Citt  of  Halifax, 

November  1,  1810. 

The  Commissioners  of  Schools  for  the  City  of  Halifax,  having 
agreed  upon  the  subjoined  scale  of  Salaries  for  the  Teachers  at 
present  in  the  employment  of  the  Board,  as  also  the  annexed 
Regulations  for  the  payment  of  all  Teachers  who  may  be  engaged 
after  this  date,  direct  that  one  hundred  copies  of  these  Regulations 
with  the  names  of  the  Teachers,  the  dates  of  their  appointments, 
and  their  classes  of  license,  be  printed  for  the  information  of  idl 
whom  it  may  coneem. 

1st. — All  teachers  who  may  be  employed  henceforward  will  be 
paid  acccording  to  the  subjoined  scale  of  Salaries,  with  the  under- 
standing that  the  proposed  increase  shall  extend  over  a  term  of  five 
years,  and  that  whenever  a  vacancy  occurs  in  any  of  the  Schools 
in  which  higher  salaries  are  paid,  the  Commissioners  will,  if  it  be 
practicable,  appoint  to  such  Schools  those  now  in  the  employment 
of  the  Board  on  the  reduced  scale. 

2nd. — First  Class  Male  Teachers  will  be  p%id  $400  a  year,  with 
an  increase  of  $40  a  year  for  five  years. 

3rd. — Second  Class  Male  Teachers  will  receive  $350  for  the  first 
year,  with  an  increase  of  $10  a  year  until  the  amount  reaches  $400, 
and  this  arrangement  will  apply  to  Teachers  of  this  Class  now  in 
tiie  employment  of  the  Board  on  salaries  less  than  $300. 

4th. — First  Class  Female  Teachers  wiU  be  paid  $250  a  year, 
with  an  increase  at  the  rate  of  $30  a  year  for  five  jears. 

5tii. — Second  Class  Female  Teachers  will  be  allowed  $200  for 
the  first  year,  to  be  increased  $20  a  year  for  five  years. 

The  Board  reserve  to  themselves  to  decide  according  to  circum 
stances  the  amount  of  Salary  which  shall  be  paid  to  Male  and 
Female  Teachers  of  the  Third  Class,  and  Assistants,  as  each  case 
presents  itself. 


LIST  OF  TEACHERS  EMPLOTED  IN  THE  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 


AOADIAK  SCHOOL. 

Sdwiflf. 

Principal — ^Miss  Bamaby 1st  Class. .  •  •$400  per  annum 

•'    A.  McNab 2nd  '«    ••••  300        «« 

.«/    Creelman 2nd"    ••«•  2«Q       ^^ 

'r.MoArtbur..... Ui    ««     ••••  %Q       *• 
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ALBBO  8TRKIT  SCHOOL. 

Salaries. 

Principal — ^Mr.  McLaughlin  •  •  •  •  let  Class  •  •  •  •  $800  per  annum . 

*'    Sterns Ist  "     ....   600 

''    Dakin Ist  "     ....   600 

n       Qmitfi 1  af     '4        AAA  U 


Smith Ist   "     •...    600 


c< 


"    McLean Ist  "  ....   600 

'«    Artz Ist*'  •••.   440  " 

MissOraham 1st  '<  ....   360  *' 

"    McCloskej....  1st  "  ....   8S0  '' 

•'    M.  L.  Johns.  ••  1st  "  ••..   830  " 

Mrs.  Payne Ist  "  •••.   330  «' 

Miss  Caldwell 1st  "  .•••   250  '' 

BRUNSWICK  STRUT  SCHOOL. 

Principal— Miss  Layton Ist  Class.  • .  •  $500  ^ 

"    Miller 1st  "  ..B.  400 

"    Archibald Ist  "  ....  400  " 

"    Sterns 1st  «<  ....   400  '' 

"    Oammell 1st  "  ....   400  '' 

"    Mcintosh Ist  "  ..B.  280  *' 

"    McPherson Ist  "  ....   280  " 

"    Gossip 2nd  "  260  '* 

''    McGregor Ist  "  ....   250  " 

<«    Duncan 1st  <*  ....   250  " 


CAMPBELL  ROAD  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  J.  T.Brown.  •••8rd  Class*.  ••  160        *' 

crnr  snuBcr  school. 
Miss  Bremner 1st  Class.  •  •  .$250       <« 

COLOHIAL  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  Keleher 2nd  Class.  •  •  .$400        '« 

"   McDonnell 2nd  ''     ....  400        '* 

COMTIKT  nun  SCHOOL. 

Madame  Mooney...  1st  Class.  ...$300        '* 
Sister  Hartigan.... 2nd  '^     ....   200        " 

nroLis'  SCHOOL. 


it 


Mrs.  Patterson. . . •  .Ist  Class.  •  •  .$360 
MissBaker 8rd  ''     ....   160 

MASOHS*  HALL  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  O'Connor 2ndClaBS«...$400        <' 

''  Lyons* ••SnA  '*    »•«»  860       «' 
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SalarlM. 

Principal— Mr.  Migor.* iBtClass...*  $800 per  MHium. 

'*    A.R088 l8t  "     ....  600 

MiseP.  John let  «'     ....400  '' 

"    Roasselle let  "     ....   400  '* 

•*    ShieldB iBfc  "     ....   400 

'*    Ryan Ist  '*     ....   400  " 

"    £.  GammeU....l8t  *«     ....   330  " 

"    Torrey Irt  *•     ..••   330  '• 

"    McPhail iBt  '*     ....   280  '* 

'*    Penerty 2nd  *'     .••.260  '* 

NAnOHAL  SCHOOL. 

Principal— Mr.  0.  Sobs iBt  CIbbb ....  $600  '' 

MiBB  Maxwell Ist  "     ....   400 

"    0. Archibald. ... iBt  *'     ....   830 

"    A.  MacNab....2nd  *'     ....   260  *' 

poors'  asylum  school. 

Mr.  Teas .2nd  Class.  • .  .$360  " 

Mrs.  Ooinane 3rd  "     ....   240  '' 

RICHHONn   school. 

Principal — Mr.  Rennels Ist  Class ....  $600  " 

Miss  Robinson 1st  "     ....   380 

"    Bell 1st  '*     ....   260  " 

"    Jones 2nd  "     ....    260  " 

RUSSELL  STREET  SCHOOL. 

Principal— Mr.  Walsh Ist  Class ....  $600  ' 

"    Griffin 1st  "     ....   400  '* 

Sister  Benedicta . . . .  1  st  ' «     • ...    400  '* 

"    Regina 2Dd  "     ....   240  '' 

ST.  mart's  school. 

Principal — Brother  Christian. . .  1st  Class. . . .  $600  ^' 

"    Odorick Ist  "     ....   600  " 

'*    Moore Ist  "     ....   400  '• 

"    Morrinus Ist  "     ....  400  " 

Mr.  Prendergast. ...  Ist  "     ....   560  " 

*'    Mooney Ist  "     ....   400  " 

Sister  Glare Ist  "     ....   400  " 

"    Fidelis Ist  "     ....   400  " 

''    Camilla Ist  "     ....    240  " 

"    Clementina Ist  ''     .•••240  '' 

"   Anne  TcrcBa....lBt  "     ••••  WQ  ** 
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ST.  patbick's  school. 

Principal — Brother  Philippian.  .Ist  Class 
*'    Noah iBt  " 

Sister  Cecilia let   " 

*'    Mary  Anne Ist  ^' 

«'    Gabriel let  " 

"    Michael Ist  '' 

*'    Bonaventare«*«.lst  " 

Miss  Warner Ist  ^' 


THB£B   lOLB  SCHOOL. 

Miss  Stanford 2nd  Class.  •  •  •  $260 


Salariei. 


•  •••^ 

f\3\JM  pC 

400 

;r  iu 

400 

400 

240 

240 

240 

280 

(4 


ZION  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  Oooslej  ••.•••.  .3rd  Class ....  $320 


INBVSTRIAL  NIGHT  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  D.  M.  Stems 


$300 


C( 


(( 


Professsor  of  Vocal  Music.  •  .Mr.  Norton 


?00 


<( 


J.  R.  WILLIS, 
Secretary,  School  Commissioner 
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TABLE  B. 


EXPENDITURE  FOR  YEAR  ENDED  81#<  OCT,,  1870.  FOR  HJjjOH  THE 
COMMISSIONERS  ARE  AUTHORIZED  TO  ISSUE  DEBENTURES, 


SCHOOLS. 


Acadian 

A  Ibro  Street 

Brunswick  Street. 
Campbell  Road . .  • 

Colonial 

Convent,  Free  .. 

City  Street 

Inglis •  • 

Masons'  Hall 

Morris*  Street.... 

National • 

Richmond 

RuBfiell  Street... . 

St.  John's 

St.  Mary's 

St.  Patrick's 

Three  Mile 

Zion 


D.  Sterling,  Architect. . 
C.  Dart,  Clerk  of  Works. 


CoDstruction  of 
New  Buildlogt. 


12547  63 


4469  32 


613  00 
453  50 


I180S3  45 


Repairs  and 
Alteratlooi. 


116  12} 


33 

10 

7 

2 

19 

39 

2 

397 

80 

34 

20 

12 

289 

98 


21 

83 

52 

37} 

09 

12 

50 

32 

30 

67 

34 

96 

06 

31J 


School 
Furnitare. 


91 

1779 

112 

2 

7 

6 

32 

31 


39 

53} 

31 

67 

58 

60 

52} 

90} 


12  96 


1176  704 


951 

138 

45 

4 

2 

442 

68 


59 
51 
00 
58 
22 
37 


3716  85 


TOTAL. 


514 
16| 


207 

14327 

145  52 

18  50 

15  05 

8  97} 

51 

71 

2 

5817 

218 

80 


2| 


61 

02 

50 

75J 

89 

18 


24  34} 
15  54i 
731  28J 
166  68] 


12  96 

613  00 
453  50 


22977  01 
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TASLE   E. 


BBTORlf  OF  ATTENDANCE  FOB  BALE  YEAR  ENDED  S!»k  April,  IBTO 


AdadUn 

rnniwiiik  Stre«t... 

I    Cunpbcll  Road 

1    CitrSlrest 

i   CilTUiuloD 

S   ColgnU 

'   OmvaHiVitt 

I     iDKlil 

'>   Uuoiu'  HaU 

i    Uorrti  Sbe«t 

.    ItatloDkl 

1    Rlehmand  ........ 

I    BDIaallStTMl 

>    St.  John'i 

itM«j'i 

r    St.  P«lrlok'« 

)    Three  Mils  Boom.. 

J    Zion 

IndiuttUI 


ili^ 


n 


9  OVfil  00 
5  84  61  70 

8  73'63  00 

9  03|6D  00 
3  I4'Ga  40 
5  8111 

3  67  65 
7  3414 
7  40TI  33 


10S4&76  30S4S93 


i||^073  B3.6!  00  33ST834 


111 


0oei 

18811 
S8BS 
T44<]i 
G341 
8271 
43SS1 
tI>B4a 
4113 
14190 
IS6301 
ilSSSl 
55653 i 
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TABLE  E,— flMrititMJ. 


MBTUBN OF ATTSlfDANCB  FOB  HALF  YSAR  SlfDBD  Oct.  Slri,  1870. 


I  AlbroStnet 

I  BraniwIskSlTMl.. 

I  CunpballRowl.... 

S  CSty  StrveL 

i  OtrMiMioi) 

I  OolunUl 


iiSlr«t 

1  Poon'AijIniii. .!.'..'.! 

1  Riehmond 

i  RnSHll  Btr«M 

J  St.  M»rj'« 

I  StPrtriok'i 

S  TlirMMilc 

1  Bion 

I  iDduitrlalN.  Sohool.. 


ii 


SB  30.33  53 

70  S3'(9  00 

63  02  21  r 

53  Wil  ! 

I    434  *3|6S  OD 

'    151  7C60  10 

iS  S3  S3  71 

UO  02;G0 

.    1G4  66'5e 

'    5ijl  36'81 

|!  314  DS;67 


130|4ISi  IIB  S130  jlSSl  1£1»|  |31T0  10,63  74  38iS0a 


=1i 


13717 
S0163 
3B81 


ie6i 
6561 
117S7 
117871 
1581 
11304 
UGM 
5£1&1 
328611 
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TABLE  F. 


COMPARATIVS  STATEMENT  OF  TEE  ATTENDANCE  AT  THE 

SCHOOLS  FOR  THE  YEARS 


XndlBf  Slit  Oct 


1866 
1867 
1868 
1869 
1870 


Ko.  of 
Teachers. 


86 
45 
60 
76 
80 


Ayerafe  dally 
Attendaaoe. 


1780  96 
2236  41 
2890  57 
8345  70 
3270  20 


No.  of  PQ^la 
on  Boflaten* 


2670 
3719 
4472 
5065 
5130 
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TABLE  H. 


School  Estimates  for  the  year  bndiko  May  1,  1872. 

Teachers'  Salaries $82,700  00 

Snperviior « 800  00 

Bent 2,600  00 

lusnrance 500  00 

Interest 8,000  00 

Printing  and  Advertising 350  00 

Books  and  Stationery 2,000  00 

Industrial  Night  School 300  00 

Office— Secretary's  Salary 800  00 

Messenger 80  00 

Rent 240  00 

Fuel  and  Oas 75  00 

Stationery 80  00 

475  00 

Commissioners'  Allowance 1,000  00 

Gleaning  Service  for  the  Schools 2,000  00 

Fuel,  Cartage  and  Labour 1,350  00 

WaterSupply 176  00 

Contingent  and  Miscellaneous 500  00 

Casual  Repairs 1,200  00 

For  Border  School  N.  W.  Arm  say 100  00 

$54,850  00 

LESS. 

Probable  amount  of  Provincial  Grant.  •       6,500  00 
From  Western  Bo%rd  for  3  Mile  School  40  00 

Commissioners  of  Poors'  Asylum.         200  00 

6,740  00 

148,110  00 


n 


KINGS   COUNTY.  3d 


APPENDIX   B. 


SEPQST8  OF  nSPEOTOBS  .OF,  SCHOOLS  FOR  l^THI  DIFFEBIHT  COUITXIS . 


COUNTY  OF  KINGS. 
RsT.  R.  SoMMBRYiLLE,  Iiupector. 

8n, — As  the  Uw  reqniresy  I  beg  leare  to  laj  before  jon  the  following  re- 
port on  the  condition  of  the  public  schools  in  the  County  of  Kings  for  the  jear 
ended  81st  October,  1870. 

It  affords  me  much  pleasnre  to  be  able  to  saj  that  an  increasing  interest  in 
edacational  matters  is  ererjwhere  manifest.  I  sincerely  rejoice  that  prejudices 
formerlj  existing  to  a  system  of  free  schools  seem  to  be  giring  waj,  and  I  re- 
gard it  as  one  of  the  most  ikrorable  and  encouraging  indications,  that  public 
opinion  is  moying  in  the  right  direction. 

Stetions. — There  are  now  ninety-one  (91)  sections  in  this  district.  Of  these 
Jhe  were  without  a  school  during  anj  part  of  the  past  jear.  Islands  has  nerer 
complied  with  the  prorisions  of  the  law,  South  Greenwich  held  its  first  annual 
meeting  in  last  October,  Harbonrille  and  Baxter  Harbor  Mountain  hare  not 
proTided  suitable  accommodation.  West  Hall's  Harbor  has  given  no  reason. 
The  following  sections  had  schools  in  operation  during  thefirH  term  but  none 
in  the  iummer :  Jackson,  Centerrille,  Pine  Woods,  and  Halfwaj  Birer.  And 
the  following  sections  had  schools  at  work  during  the  second  term,  but  none  in 
the  winter :  Sand  Hill,  Chipman  Brook,  Wood^ide,  Lower  Gaspereau,  Lower 
Horton,  Avonport,  Harmonj,  Fainriew,  Black  Rock,  Givan  Mountain^  North 
RiTer  and  Lake  Paul.  The  reason  assigned  for  baring  a  school  onlj  six 
months  is  in  some  imtances  legitimate,  but  more  frequently  it  is  altogether 
worthless.  Summer  before  last,  in  one  of  the  aboTc-named  sections,  its  allot- 
ment of  tlie  county  fund  and  the  government  grant  paid  the  teacher's  salary, 
leaving  a  balance  of  $5  in  iavor  of  the  trustees,  and  yet,  not  only  was  no  effort 
made  to  have  a  school  during  the  first  term  of  the  past  year,  but  in  the  sum-^ 
mer  I  found  that  not  one  dollar  of  that  balance  had  been  expended  in  the  pu- 
chase  of  necessary  books,  though  the  want  of  them  was  interfering  to  a  ruin- 
ous extent  with  the  classification.  I  might  refer  to  other  cases  of  a  similar 
diaracter,  but  this  will  sufllce  to  shoF  that  the  usual  plea—- van^  offunds^i» 
rather  an  eseuss  to  conceal  want  of  interest  in  the  cause,  than  an  hottest  reason^ 

There  have  been  no  very  important  changes  in  the  boundaries  of  sections. 
Among  minor  alterations  I  may  mention  the  division  of  Greenwich,  No.  65,  at 
the  May  meeting  of  the  Board.  A  petition  from  South  Berwick,  No  23,  was 
presented  to  the  Commissioners  in  November,  for  a  similar  diviAon  of  that 
section.  It  will  be  considered,  and  probably  complied  with,  in  the  sphfeg .  I 
may  say  that  I  heartily  concur  in  both  of  these  changes,  as  necessary  to  meet 
the  exigencies  of  several  fltmiliea  who  live  at  such  a  distance  fh>m  the  school- 
honse,  as  to  have  hitliieffto  been  to  a  large  extent  deprived  of  school  privileges^ 
Other  alteiationt  are  proposed,  but  I  do  not  desire  them,  and  shall  use  all  mjr 
8 


34  £Di;CATION — INSPECTORS*   REPORTS. 

influence  to  prevent  them.  It  would  be  much  more  gratifying  to  be  able  to 
report  that  rate-pajert  were  asking  for  the  union  of  two  or  more  existing  sec- 
tions, than  the  formation  of  new  ones ;  and  I  anticipate  that  the  necessity  and 
importance  of  such  a  course  will  yet  be  seen  and  felt.  What,  for  instance,  could 
be  more  desirable — what  would  be  more  likely  to  lead  to  beneficial  results, 
than  the  union  of  Canning  and  RandviUe,  and  the  erection  in  some  central  lo- 
cality of  a  coDunodious  building,  with  well  furnished  rooms  for  a  high  school, 
two  preparatory,  and  two  elementary  departments  ? 

Perhaps  it  will  not  be  out  of  place  to  mention  here  that  the  occasional  grant- 
ing of  individuul  requests,  to  be  transferred  from  one  section  to  another,  has 
led  to  considerable  confhsion  in  the  boundaries  of  certain  sections.  Changes ' 
have  been  made  that  are  not  en  the  records  in  my  possession,  and  the  conse- 
quence is  that  many  a  rate-payer  does  not  know  his  whereahouU,  and  I  am 
utterly  unable  to  furnish  him  with  accurate  information.  I  look  to  you  for 
direction  in  this  matter.  It  demands  immediate  attention.  My  certificate 
would  not  be  reliable  eyidence  in  a  court  of  law. 

Sthools  €U  work, — There  were  in  operation  in  the  winter  eighty-four  (84) 
and  in  the  summer  ninety  (90)  separate  departments.  The  following  figures 
will  show  at  a  glance  the  time  in  session : 

WINTER  TERM. 

No.  in  ses.  the  whole  term 17 

«    "    "    not  less  than  100  day 46 

«    "    ((    80  days,  or  upwards,  but  less  than  5  ms.  16 

<*    «    less  than  80  days 5 


<i 


84 

8UM1IBR  TERM. 

No.  in  ses.  the  whole  term 48 

'<    *<    '<    not  less  than  100  days 21 

«    «    «    80  days,  or  upwards,  but  less  thai/  6  ms.  16 

«    <«    «    less  than  80  days 5 

X  90 

Of  the  sixty-seyen  (67)  schools  here  reported  open  one  hundred  days,  or 
upwards,  but  less  than  the  total  number  of  authorized  teaching  days,  two  lost 
only  half-a-dayt  d^ven  only  one  day,  seven  only  two  days,  and  sereral  less  than 
a  week. 

As  regards  those  localities  where  the  school  is  regularly  or  occasionally 
Toted  down  at  the  annual  meeting,  I  am  safe  in  saying  that  the  cause  of  such  a 
decision  is  to  be  found,  not  in  the  numerical  strength  of  those  who  have  no 
children  to  educate,  but  in  the  apathy  of  those  who  hare  a  direct  interest  in 
the  establishment  of  a  school  and  the  employment  of  a  teacher.  There  are  in 
every  secti^  some  who,  brought  up  in  ignorance,  are  unable  to  appreciate  the 
advantage  of  education.  With  them  the  wants  of  the  mind  are  not  pressing 
realities ;  and,  having  no  idea  from  their  own  experience  that  it  is  desirable  to 
rise  higher  than  their  present  condition,  they  are  quite  content,  both  for  them- 
selves and  the  children  of  their  neighbors  to  live  on,  and  die  in  ignorance.  But 
they  are  in  a  minority  everywhere ;  and  I  am  persuaded  that,  if  those  who  pro- 
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fess  to  be  desiroofl  of  having  a  school  regularly  in  operation,  could  once  be 
awakened  to  the  importance  of  being  punctual  in  their  attendance  at  the  an* 
nual  meeting,  the  management  of  affairs  would  be  under  their  own  control.  A 
farorable  Tote  would  be  certain,  and  it  would  onlj  be  neceuary  to  decide  the 
amount  that  should  be  raised  to  supplement  the  public  grants  and  for  general 
school  purposes.  >> 

Eight  schools  were  graded  in  the  winter — Berwick,  Somerset,  Upper  and 
Lower  Canard,  Kinsman's  Corner,  Lockhartville,  with  two  departments,  Wolf- 
Tille  and  Canning,  with  three  departments  each.  Six  schools  were  graded  in 
the  summer — Lower  Canard,  Medford,  Somerset  and  Lockhartrille,  with  an 
adranced  and  an  elementary  department,  Wolf^ille  and  Canning,  with  an  ad* 
ranced,  an  intermediate  and  a  primary  department. 

PupHs. — The  registered  attendance  during  the^«<  term  was  four  tliousand 
fire  hundred  and  ten  (4510),  and  during  the  Mecond,  four  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  seventy-eight  (4578).  These  figures  indicate  a  slight  increase 
There  were  enrolled  in  the  winter  fourteen  (14),  and  in  the  summer  eighty-i 
seven  (87)  pupils  more  than  in  the  corresponding  term  of  1869-9.  But  we 
have  a  right  to  expect  a  much  larger  increase.  The  trustees'  returns  for  the 
term  ended  October  31st  reveal  the  fact  that,  in  the  sections  having  schools 
during  the  summer,  there  were  at  least  eight  hundred  and  ninety^eight  (898) 
children  between  the  ages  of  5  and  15  years  that  did  not  avail  themselves  of 
privileges  placed  within  their  reach ;  nor,  according  to  the  statistics  furnish- 
ed in  A  Returns  for  the  term  ended  April  80th,  was  the  number  that  absented 
themselves  in  the  winter  much  smaller.  Is  there  any  remedy  for  this  very  un- 
satisfkctory  state  of  things  but  a  law  enforcing  attendance  ?  I  atn  satisfied  that 
there  is  not  It  is  evidently  a  case  in  which  the  pious  and  enlightened  must 
think  and  act  for  those  below  them. 

Teadiers, — The  following  tables  indicate  the  number,  grade  and  sex  of  the 
teachers  and  licensed  assistants  employed : 


WINTEH  TERIC. 

Males. 

Femaloi. 

Total. 

B.  22 

C.  18 

Male  61' 

C.  23 

D.  13 

Fem.  34 

D.  16 

£.    3 

SUMMBB  TSBM. 

Both  95 

lUlw. 

FemalM. 

Total.| 

B.  15 

C.   38 

Male  35 

a  14 

D.  18 

Fem.  60 

D.    6 

£.     4 

Both  95 

Very  varied  are  the  qualifications  of  the  teachers.  Some  are  intelligent,  de*. 
voted,  and  thorough,  while  others  seem  to  lack  all  the  requisites  for  such  an 
important  and  responsible  office.  The  class  of  license  held  is  far  from  being 
at  all  times  a  guarantee  of  professional  ability.  Some  fail  to  sustain  their 
grade,  while  others  are  worthy  of  a  higher  grade.  I  might  mention  names,  but 
it  would  serve  no  useiU  purpose.  Indeed,  it  is  not  surprising  that  some  fail 
lo  give  entire  satisfaction ;  and,  rather  than  wonder  at  occasional  fkilures,  we 
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fhould  eoogimtiilattt  ovmItm  thai  to  many  mra  raccMtfdl  in  ditdwrging  the 
dotiet  of  A  pfotedoo  thai  rc^niret  fi>r  ito  efllcieni  ezerdae  tnch  a  rare  comM- 
■ation  of  moral  and  inteUectoal  prc^erties.  Betidest  Uiere  it  much  to  discou- 
nge  teachm  in  their  work. 

Thi  upai^  ofikomwkoomgid  to  ham  mi  kmri  A#  gdueaUaiud  inientU  in- 
trusUd  to  their  duurge  u  disheartening. 

Fnquemt  tkamgee  atrt  unfair. — I  exceedio^y  regret  that  this  practice  pre- 
▼aUf  to  euch  aminoiu  extent  It  sends  manj  a  man  of  nndonhted  merit  to  a 
locality  where  there  has  heen  no  school  for  jears  before,  or  perhaps  toa  school 
that  is  suffering  firom  the  evil  efliects  of  a  former  iigndicious  method  of  in- 
struction ;  and,  notwithstanding  his  natural  skill  and  intelligence,  the  organi- 
aation,  discipline,  management,  and  progress  of  his  school  maj  hare  to  be  re- 
ported as  below  middling.  Besides  it  tends  to  retard  the  general  progress, 
and  on  this  account  must  be  regarded  as  an  evil  of  no  ordinary  magnitude* 
There  were  at  least  a  hundred  remoTals  during  the  past  year  in  this  county. 
I  am  free  to  admit  that,  in  one  or  two  instances,  the  change  was  desirable  and 
proved  beneficial.  This  was  the  case  in  Sheffield  Mills,  Morden,  and  St. 
Mary's.    But  generally  the  change  has  been  detrimental. 

Another  discouraging  eircutnetanee  is  the  low  rate  of  umgss. — ^The  whole 
amount  expended  in  pajrment  of  salaries  during  the  past  twelre  months  was 
#28,326.27.  Of  this  $18,772.86  were  received  from  local  sources,  and  99552.41 
were  paid  out  of  the  Prorindal  Treasury.  The  gross  sum  seems  consider- 
able ;  but,  divided  among  95  teachers  and  assistants,  it  gives,  as  the  average 
rate  of  wages,  only  $245.52.  The  highest  salary  paid  out  of  funds  at  the  dis- 
posal of  trustees  was  $880,  and  the  lowest  was  at  the  rate  of  $40.  It  seems 
strange  that  many,  who  profess  themselves  the  most  liberal  and  earnest  advo- 
cates of  free  schools,  and  concede  at  once  the  necessity  and  importance  of 
making  adequate  provision  for  the  general  dissemination  of  knowledge,  yet  he- 
sitate to  pay  for  the  services  of  an  efficient  teacher.  Low  wages  never  com- 
mand men  of  the  right  stamp  in  any  department  of  professional  or  business 
life ;  and  it  is  to  increased  remuneration  that  I  am  looking  for  permanent  im- 
provement in  the  efficiency  of  our  teachers. 

The  want  of  hooks  and  suitable  apparatus  render  it  impossible  for  any 
teacher,  no  matter  how  earnest  and  faithful  he  may  be,  to  discharge  his  duties 
to  the  interest  of  his  employers.  A  farm  laborer  is  not  required  to  work  with- 
out agricultural  implements  at  his  command,  and  it  is  quite  as  absurd  tp  ex- 
pect any  satisfhotory  amount  of  labor  in  the  school-room,  unless  these  neces- 
sary aids  to  instruction  are  placed  within  the  teacher's  reach.  And  yet  in 
m^ny  sections  the  supply  of  prescribed  text-books  is  so  limited  as  to  interfere 
with  the  classification  and  seriously  retard  the  progress.  The/WS  value  of  all 
the  apparatus  and  books  belonging  to  the  schools  in  operation  during  the  past 
year  is  returned  as  $3554.54^. 

The  regulations  of  council  respecting  books  are  not  generally  carried  o«t« 
Many  sections  purchase  their  books  on  the  required  certificate  that  they  will 
be  held  as  pubUc  property,  and  yet  compel  the  children  to  buy  them,  or  go 
without  I  believe  that  at  least  twenty-seven  (27)  sections  are  in  the  habit  of 
thus  infringing  on  the  regulations.     At  any  rate  in  twenty-seren  (27)  B.  Be- 
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turns  an  aflnnatiTe  amwer  was  given  to  the  41tt  question,  whereas  I  have  the 
authority  of  some  of  the  trustees  and  all  the  teachers  for  saying  that  the  law  Is 
not  complied  with  in  this  matter.  When  spoken  to  on  the  suligect,  thej  shelter 
themselves  under  the  6th  regulation,  which  allows  trustees  to  sell  the  books 
required  bj  him  to  anj  pupil,  if  he  desire  it  and  provided  ihai  the  same  can  be 
done  wHkaui  prejudice  to  the  daims  of  oihere.  This  is  a  serious  defect,  and  it 
demands  an  immediate  remedy. 
It  does  not  seem  requisite  for  me  to  do  much  more  than  enumerate  the 

STUBIBS 

pursued  in  our  schools.    I  am  sorry  that  it  is  as  necessary  as  ever  for  me  to 
rvport  that 

Beading^  though  first  in  order  of  time,  and  first  in  order  of  importance,  re- 
ceives very  little  attention.  I  was  pleased  with  the  reading  of  certain  classes 
in  the  advanced  departments  of  Canning  and  Lower  Canard,  and  with  that  of 
one  or  two  individuals  In  Sheffield  Mills,  Centerville,  Kingston,  &c.  But,  gen- 
erally, teachers  and  taught  are  alike  slovenly  in  pronunciation  and  articula- 
tion. It  is  not  unusual  for  pupils  to  omit  subtonics  or  atonies,  as  g  at  the  end 
of  such  a  word  as  '*  coming,"  or  t  in  such  words  as  '*  insists,"  "  tact"  It  is 
very  common  for  them  to  sound  only  one  consonant  when  there  are  two  toge- 
ther, and  say  '<  imaculate,"  instead  of  '*  immaculate."  Errors  of  this  kind 
everywhere  abound,  and  no  notice  is  taken  of  them.  It  seems  to  be  forgotten 
that  the  careless  utterance  of  the  elementary  sounds  of  a  language  is  as  great 
a  blemish  to  speech,  as  incorrect  spelling  is  to  a  written  letter.  The  number 
of  pupils  who  received  instruction  in  this  branch  was  8653— leaving  485  in  re- 
gistered attendance  who  had  no  daily  lesson  in  reading. 

Spdling, — The  number  receiving  instruction  in  spelling  and  definition  was 
7410  orally,  and  4268  by  means  of  written  exercises. 

(7eo^rapfty.— 8533  received  oral  instruction  2041  studied  geography  and 
history  of  Nora  Scotia,  and  2124  had  daily  lessons  in  Lovell's  or  in  the  pre- 
scribed geography  of  the  world.  There  Is  an  appearai%ce  of  progress  in  this 
tudy.  This  is  probably  due  to  the  fact  that,  as  taught  in  a  majority  of  our 
schools,  it  does  not  require  a  great  amount  of  thought  to  master  it.  The  me- 
mory in  children  is  peculiarly  active,  and  it  is  not  difficult  for  them  to  learn 
by  mere  mechanical  repetition  descriptive  facts,  names  of  places,  &c.  But 
(hat  is  the  extent  of  their  knowledge.  They  have  no  idea  of  the  relative  posi- 
tion of  places,  &c.  I  regret  that  so  little  attention  is  given  to  the  physical  de- 
partment of  this  study.  It  deservedly  occupies  a  prominent  place  in  Calkin's 
admirable  text-book,  and  I  have  endeavored  to  impress  on  teachers  the  neces- 
sity of  giving  it  similar  prominence  in  their  class  exercises. 

Drawing  was  taught  to  764.  The  number  is  small,  but  much  larger  than  re- 
ported on  any  former  occasion.  Several  schools  were  furnished  during  the  past 
year  with  model  cards,  paper,  and  pencils.  In  one  section  the  requisite  mate- 
rials were  provided  at  the  expense  of  the  teacher,  and  in  another  by  the  pupils 
tfaftmselyet.  I  have  on  hand  some  very  creditable  sketches,  and  I  hope  to  be 
able  to  fonrard  specimens  of  proficiency  from  time  to  time  to  the  BdacaAlom 
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t  l^r»^i»^.— 1659  were  writing  first  lestons,  1881  half  text,  and  8321  fineliaod. 
lA  this  itndj  there  it  a  cent picoons  absence  of  nnlformitj.  Staples'  system  is 
prescribed ;  but  the  schools  are  not  alwajs  fhrnished  with  hil  copy-books,  and 
each  teadier  follows  a  method  of  his  own.  Only  in  one  or  two  places  can  I  re- 
port progress;  and  in  one  section  up  to  the  date  of  my  Tisit,  11th  August* 
there  had  been  no  writing  in  the  school,  owing,  I  was  told,  to  the  remissness 
of  the  Secretary  in  not  purchasing  materials,  though  the  requisite  funds  had 
been  placed  in  his  hands  early  in  the  tenn. 

ArUhmetie, — 1047  receired  occasional  instruction  on  the  Ball  frame,  which, 
by  the  way,  is  regarded  in  many  places  as  more  ornamental  than  useful ;  5282 
were  exercised  in  mental,  and  6786  in  slate  arithmetic.  The  importance  of 
endearoring  to  fix  in  the  mind  the  prineiples  of  the  science  is  very  generally 
orerlooked.  Not  unfk«quently  I  hare  found  it  necessary  to  Instruct  the  teach- 
er to  turn  back  to  the  elements  some  who  appeared  to  have  made  considerabl 
progress. 

Cframmar, — ^The  number  studying  grammar  from  a  text-book  was  280&~ 
orally,  on  the  reading  lesson,  was  2176.  This  branch  of  instniction  is  too 
much  neglected.  The  neglect  may  be  ascribed  in  some  measure  to  the  want 
of  an  authorised  text-book ;  but  a  larger  number  might  be  successfUly  taught 
the  elements  of  it,  when  learning  to  read.  Such  an  exercise  would  make  the 
reading  lesson  much  more  interesting.  At  the  same  time  it  would  tend  to 
produce  thought,  and  to  bring  into  life  and  action  the  reasoning  faculties. 
Of  the  higher  branches 

1010  studied  History  of  British  America* 
1298       <<      British  History. 
270       "      Keeping  of  Accounts. 
282       <'      Chemistry  of  Ck>mmon  Things. 

School  oceommodation.—TheTe  are  seats  and  desks  for  between  four  and  fire 
thousand  pupils. 

The  following  sections  have  provided  new  buildings  during  the  past  year : 
Sand  Hill,  size  of  House,  28  x  24,  with  10  feet  posU.      Seats  for  48. 
Fairview,  «*  26x16,    «     8        "  «*    80 

Waterville,  "  81x28,    "     12        •»  "    80 

Prospect,  "  28x21,    "    11        "  "    40 

Lake  Paul,  "  17x14,    "      8        "  «*    26 

The  following  sections  have  fUmished  their  school  rooms  with  seats  and 
desks  of  the  Dawson  pattern,  since  last  report 

Greenfield,  Morristown,  Shefileld  Biills,  St  Mary's. 

The  following  sections  voted  money  at  the  last  annual  meeting  for  the  erec- 
tion of  new  houses : 

Upper  Gaspereau,  sum  voted $  800 

Halfway  River,  «*  60 

Australia,  •*  200 

Berwick,  ««  1400 

KentviUe,  •'  800 

Baxter's  Harbor  Mountain  has  a  new  building^  in  course  of  erection,  and 
Autarrille  will  probably  build  next  summer. 
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Tneoime  and  Sxpenditwn. — The  whole  ftmonnt  that  Trntteei  receired  from 

all  fonrces  daring  the  jear  was  918,589.24^,  and  the  total  expenditure  for 

school  purposes  was  $18,927. 69(. 

Tour  obedient  serrant, 

B.  SOMMEBVILLE. 
To  Bey.  A.  8.  Huht, 

8aperintendent  of  Bdncation. 


Addendum, — I  beg  leave  to  suggest  as  a  remedy  for  the  infringement  of  re- 
gulations with  reference  to  books  famished  through  the  Education  Depart- 
ment, to  which  I  hare  directed  your  attention  in  above  report  that,  trus- 
tees befbre  obtaining  books  at  a  reduced  rate,  be  required  to  frimish  a  certifi- 
cate frem  the  Inspector,  that  they  intend  to  carry  out  the  regulations  for  the 

management  and  preservation  of  school  books. 

B.  8. 


n 


COUNTY  OF  SHELBUBNE] 

Bbv.  W.  H.  Bichan,  Inspector. 

Dbah  Sir, — The  educational  aspect  of  our  County  has  not  greatly  changed 
since  my  last  report 
General  statistical  information  is  famished  in  the  following  tables : 


Distrieta 

Seetton  Dep. 

R0ff.  PapUs. 

Qrud  Totals. 

Shelbume, 

Harrington, 

«^>W.  22 
^  5  8.  26 

^^  J  8.  28 

1098 
1020 
1178 
1291 

72644 
68668 
67080 
87796 

KG.  AHD  ORADB  OF  TEACHBR8  BM PLOTBD. 

A 

B 

C 

15 
17 

D 

17 
16 

E 

6 

18 

Femls. 

Bfales. 

Total. 

Winter 

1 
1 

5 

4 

22 
48 

21 
IS 

43 

Summer 

56 
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SeeHoM.—ltoweT  Ohio  and  Welch  Town,  formerly  separate  Sections,  situated 
on  opposite  sides  of  the  Shelhome  Ri?er,  haring  been  recently  connected  by  a 
bridge,  are  now  united  to  constitute  one  Section.  No  other  alterations  have 
been  made  in  sectional  boundaries  during  the  year. 

The  Academy  has  been  well  managed  by  Mr.  C.  R.  BCacdonald,  The 
standard  of  Scholarship  is  not  high,  owing  to  the  fact  that  there  hare  been  no 
permanent  pupils  in  attendance  through  successive  terms.  Very  few,  except 
residents  of  the  town«  hare  availed  themselves  of  the  advantages  afforded  tliem 
by  this  institution.  As  its  local  management  and  control  are  similar,  in  every 
respect,  to  that  of  the  Common  School,  people  are  slow  to  learn  that  it  is  a 
Coun^,  and  not  a  Sectional  School.  Many  entertain  the  opinion  that  the 
people  of  the  Coun^  residing  beyond  the  limits  of  the  town  should  have  a 
voice  in  the  selection  of  the  teachers,  the  fixing  of  the  standard  of  admission, 
the  fhmishing  of  apparatus,  the  prescribing  of  regulations,  etc.,  and  that  thus 
a  more  general  interest  in  the  Academy  would  be  created,  and  the  attendance 
from  the  Country  Sections  increased.  In  accordance  with  these  views,  the 
following  resolutions  were  passed  unanimously  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Bar- 
rington  Board  of  Commissioners — 

**  Whereas,  the  County  Academy  is  entirely  under  the  control  of  the  trus- 
tees of  the  section  in  which  it  is  located,  and  no  other  section  has  a  voice  in 
its  management — therefore — 

*'  Beiolved, — That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Board,  some  arrangement  should 
be  made  whereby  the  different  parts  of  the  County  may  be  represented  in  the 
government  of  that  institution." 

Since  the  beginning  of  the  last  school  year,  three  departments  have  been  in 
operation  in  connection  with  the  Academy.  These  were  respectively  managed 
by  Misses  Carrie  J.  Doane  and  M.  J.  Van  Norden  and  Mrs.  M.  Hogg.  These 
ladies,  all  of  grade  C,  tolly  sustained  the  high  reputation  accorded  to  them  in 
fermer  years. 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  present  School  year,  the  interior  of  the 
Academy  building  has  undergone  extensive  alterations,  by  which  the  accom- 
modations are  greatly  improved. 

School  Bouse*. — At  Little  Harbor,  Power's  Brook,  and  Gunning  Cove,  com- 
fortable houses  have  been  completed ;  a  new  one  has  been  erected  at  Osborne, 
and  those  at  Pubnioo  Beach,  Upper  Wood's  Harbor,  Head  of  Ragged  Islands, 
and  Upper  Port  la  Tour  (colored  section)  have  been  improved. 

The  house  at  Clarke's  Harbor  is  to  be  condemned  at  the  close  of  the  present 
term,  and  the  people  contemplate  either  erecting  a  new  building,  or  purchas- 
ing and  improving  the  old  one,  which  now  belongs  to  the  Sons  of  Temperance. 
Stony  Island,  Hill,  West  Wood's  Harbor,  Little  Port  Hebert,  West  Green 
Harbor  and  West  Head  Sections,  are  making  efforts  to  secure  proper  School 
accommodations.  Eight  small  houses  will  yet  be  needed  In  different  parts  of 
the  County,  that  all  the  children  may  be  accommodated. 

AiUndanee, — In  a  few  sections  the  per  centage  of  attendance  is  as  large  as 

can  be  expected ;  but  in  many  others  great  irregularity  still  prevails.    Daring 

the  early  part  of  the  summer  term  the  schools  are  pretty  well  attended,  but  as 

soon  as  the  berries  make  their  appearance  the  work  of  depletion  begins,  and 

n  some  instances  continues  until  the  end  of  the  term,  when  the  teacher  is  left 
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almott  alone.  In  the  winter  term  the  largest  attendance  is  during  the  first  two 
and  a  half  months  of  the  new  year.  I  find  that  teachers,  when  so  disposed, 
may  do  much  towards  securing  regularity.  If  the  school  is  rendered  attrac* 
tive,  and  indifferent  parents  are  frequently  and  kindly  reminded  of  the  import- 
ance of  regular  attendance,  a  larger  average  will  inTariably  he  secured  than 
where  the  teacher  merely  goes  through  the  daily  routine  in  a  monotonous  man- 
ner, seldom  or  never  varying  the  exercises,  or  holding  any  educational  inter- 
course with  the  parents.  At  Doctor's  Cove,  for  example,  the  attendance  has 
been  all  that  could  be  desired.  The  teacher,  Miss  Letitia  Wilson,  adopts 
various  means  to  secure  this  result;  and  the  trustees  of  that  section,  finding 
that  her  services  are  profitable,  both  educationally  and  financially,  have  re- 
tained her  by  an  increase  of  salary.  She  now  receives  more  than  any  other 
teacher  of  her  class  in  the  county.  There  are  sections,  however,  in  which 
the  parents  are  so  indifferent,  and  the  children  so  wayward,  that  nothing  short 
of  legal  compulsion  will  secure  their  attendance.  Intelligent  parents  who  ap- 
preciate the  importance  of  education  need  no  coercion.  A  compulsory  enact- 
ment would  not  affect  them  otherwise  than  agreeably  to  their  desire.  But 
when  parents  are  too  ignorant  to  appreciate  the  importance  of  mental  cultiva- 
tion, or  too  avaricious  to  allow  their  children  time  during  their  tender  years 
to  prepare  for  life's  employments  and  enjoyments,  or  too  indulgent  to  control 
them,  or  too  careless  to  attend  to  their  early  education,  it  seems  wrong  and 
very  detrimental  to  society,  for  them  to  be  allowed  to  perpetuate  their  own 
deformities  through  succeeding  generations.  Let  all  the  children  of  the  pre- 
sent day  be  subjected  (by  legal  coercion  where  necessary)  to  a  degree  of  men- 
tal training,  and  the  educational  aspect  of  lUture  years  will  be  very  differ- 
ent from  that  which  is  now  presented  in  many  sections  of  the  country.  I  trust 
that  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  our  Legislature  will  take  this  matter  into 
serious  consideration  and  devise  some  means  for  remedying  the  crying  evil 
of  non-attendance. 

Books, — ^The  supply  ol  books  has  been  somewhat  better  than  it  was  during 
the  previous  year ;  but  in  some  sections  not  equal  to  the  demand.  The  privi- 
lege now  granted  to  our  country  merchants  of  furnishing  books  at  a  reduced 
price  will  probably  be  an  advantage,  although  the  Minute  of  Council  came  a 
little  too  late  for  the  present  term.  It  is  difilcult  during  the  winter  season  for 
them  to  obtain  supplies  from  Halifkx. 

TVodkerr. — In  consequence  of  the  great  scarcity  of  licensed  teachers,  es- 
pecially of  the  male  sex,  some  lections  have  had  to  employ  persons  without 
license,  and  others  are  entirely  destitute.  The  recent  Minute  of  Council  res- 
pecting licenses  does  not  appear  to  give  general  satisfaction.  Nearly  all  our  dis- 
trict licensed  teachers,  anticipating  the  expiration  of  their  license  at  the  end  of 
the  last  school  year,  have  undergone  re-examination.  Now  they  find  others 
who  have  not  submitted  to  the  same  ordeal  standing  upon  a  level  with  them* 
They  have  had  their  trouble  and  expense  for  nothing,  while  a  few  enjoy 
a  grade  which  they  could  not  expect  to  obtain  from  the  Provincial  examiners 

It  appears  to  me  that  there  is  still  a  defect  in  the  system  of  examination ; 
inasmuch  as  there  is  no  real  test  of  teaching  ability.  It  is  true  that  a  few  ques- 
tions upon  Teaching  and  Management  are  submitted ;  hot  these  might  be  ta- 
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tisfftctorily  answered  by  many  a  person  sadly  deficient  in  professional  skill. 
I  [hare  met  with  some  holding  first-class  licenses,  who,  for  want  of  aptness  to 
teach,  were  far  inferior  to  others  who,  owing  to  lack  of  scholarship,  conld  not 
rise  abore  the  lower  grades.  With  respect  to  such  cases,  I  will  not  say  that 
those  in  the  lower  grades  get  less  than  they  deserre,  bnt  it  is  possible  that 
some  who  rise  above  them  get  more  than  a  correct  estimate  of  all  their  pro- 
fessional qualifications  would  entitle  them  to.  Were  candidates  required  to 
teach  for  a  term  without  license,  until  inspectors  could  form  estimates  of  their 
teaching  ability  to  be  reckoned  with  the  estimates  of  scholarship  in  determin- 
ing their  awards,  a  better  idea  of  their  real  worth  as  teachers  might  be  con- 
veyed by  the  grade  of  license  obtained. 

With  respect  to  the  teaching  of  the  past  year,  I  am  pleased  to  say  that 
general  improvement  was  apparent  In  a  few  exceptional  cases  school  mat- 
ters were  in  a  deplorable  condition ;  but  I  hope  that  such  schools  will,  ere 
long,  be  only  remembered  among  the  things  that  were.  During  the  year  two 
ladies  and  three  gentlemen  from  the  county  have  attended  the  Normal  School, 
and  one  lady  is  now  in  attendance  at  that  institution.  I  believe  that  they  will 
be  amply  rewarded  for  their  expenditure  of  time  and  money,  and  that  the  edu- 
cational interests  of  the  county  will  be  promoted  by  their  increased  efllciency. 
I  would  advise  every  young  teacher  to  spend  at  least  a  term  or  two  at  the  Nor- 
mal School. 

During  the  year  1869  a  few  of  the  teachers  in  Barrington  District,  in  re- 
sponse to  an  invitation  from  me,  assembled  and  organized  a  Teachers  Associa- 
tion. Two  meetings,  which  were  held,  were  deeply  interesting,  and  I  think 
profitable  to  all  present  I  am  sorry  to  say,  however,  that  there  was  not  suffi- 
cient interest  to  sustain  the  organization.  Several  attempts  to  convene  a  gen- 
eral gathering  have  proved  ineffectual.  The  last  which  was  made  during  the 
present  Christmas  vacation  has  oontinced  me  that  there  is  not,  on  the  part  of 
a  large  migority  of  our  teachers,  sufficient  appreciation  of  such  an  institution 
to  induce  an  efibrt  to  attend.  This  I  exceedingly  regret,  as  I  believe  that  it 
would  have  tended  greatly  to  promote  the  improvement  of  teachers  and  the 
schools  under  their  care. 

As  this  report  is  sufficiently  long  for  publication,  I  will  close  by  expressing 

my  gratitude  to  all  school  officers,  and  the  many  friends  whose  hospitality  I 

have  ei\joyed  during  my  tours,  fot  the  uniform  courtesy  with  which  I  have 

been  treated  during  my  educational  labors. 

W.  H.  RICHAM.  • 
Rbv.  a.  S.  Hunt,  M.  A., 
Superintendent  of  Education. 
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HANTS  COUNTY. 
Rbt.  D.  M.  Wslton,  a.  M.,  Inspector. 

8im, — I  beg  to  submit  my  Sixth  Annual  Report  of  Schools  in  Hants  County 
for  the  year  ended  Oct.  Slst,  1870. 

SeeHom, — Two  new  sections  hare  been  formed  In  West  Hants,  so  that  the 
number  for  the  whole  County  now  stands  at  90. 

Skkool  IIou$€s, — Of  the  School  Houses  in  process  of  erection  at  the  time  of 
my  last  report,  the  following  hare  been  completed,  namely.  North  Salem,  Still 
Water,  5  Mile  Birer,  Head  Kennetcook,  and  St.  Croix. 

The  last  two  of  these  merit  special  mention  as  large,  stylish,  and  commo- 
dious buildings. 

In  the  following  sections  houses  hare  been  commenced,  namely.  North 
Bearer  Bank,  Ryan  Creek,  Sherbrooke  Road,  New  Dublin,  Mount  Denson, 
Plaster  Creek,  Uniacke  Gold,  East  Oore,  North  Noel  Road,  Bumcoat,  and 
Wentworth. 

At  the  last  Annual  meeting  money  was  roted  for  a  new  School  House  in  the 
following  sections : — 

Pembroke,  sum  roted $500.00 

Welsford        ^   «*  1000.00 

AMeAdanee, — In  the  winter  term  there  was  a  registered  attendance  of  4876, 
which  was  127  greater  than  that  of  the  corresponding  term  of  the  prerious 
year.  In  the  Summer  term  the  registered  attendance  was  5164  which  exceed- 
ed that  of  the  corresponding  term  of  the  previous  year  by  566.  About  one- 
third  of  the  entire  population  of  the  County  must  have  been  at  school  during 
some  portion  of  the  past  school  year.  Still  in  a  few  sections  the  attendance 
should  hare  been  greater.  In  these  a  law  for  compulsory  attendance  would 
be  highly  beneficial. 

Tni  Bo€k», — ^The  authorised  series  is  generally  used.  Oreenleafs  Arithmetic 
is  gradually  supplanting  Mulholland's.  For  the  want  of  a  better  text  book 
than  Lennie,  no  uniform — and  I  might  say  cotrect^system  yet  holds  of 
teaching  grammar.  A  few  Teachers  erroneously  prefer  their  own  system  of 
writing  to  that  of  Staples,  their  principal  objection  to  Staples  being  that  his 
copies  are  too  perfect  for  beginners,  as  if  in  learning  anything  our  model 
eould  be  too  excellent 

Ori^isiifjvi^Mm.— Some  improrement  is  risible  from  year  to  year  in  this  par- 
ticular. The  Schools  in  which  it  was  most  defectire  are  those  which  hare  to 
ooDtend  with  scardly  of  books  and  irregular  attendance. 
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Order. — This  has  been  called  hearen's  first  law.  In  the  School  It  is  indis- 
pensable. Where  chaos  reigns,  little  will  be  done,  and  that  poorlj.  8om4 
Teachers  fail  in  this  more  than  in  anything  else.  Thej  hare  learning,  and 
industry,  and  zeal,  bat  these  seem  to  exhaust  themselves  in  orercoming  the 
friction  that  comes  of  disorder.  Still  the  great  migority  of  the  Schools  ar« 
marked  by  all  the  order  and  regularity  that  could  be  desired.  Where  there  is 
disorder,  it  generally  comes  of  the  rery  means  that  are  intended  to  cure  it — 
the  noise  and  bluster  of  the  teacher.  These,  whenerer  they  exist,  by  a  kind 
of  contagien,  are  sure  to  affect  the  scholars. 

Punishment  and  diicipline,--!  have  reason  to  beliere  that  the  meaning  of 
these  terms,  and  their  relation  to  each  other  in  school  economy,  are  coming 
to  be  better  understood.  The  rod  has  not  indeed,  been  entirely  banished  from 
the  schools,  but  its  use  is  principally  restricted  to  extreme  cases  of  insubordi- 
tion,  Ac.,  and  for  the  improvement  of  the  pupil,  and  not  merely  for  the  inflic- 
tion of  pain,  which  last  is  sure  to  defeat  the  end  of  punishment 

Methods  of  Inttruetion. — These  are  somewhat  diverse.  Some  Teachers  are 
quite  happy  in  the  art  of  communicating  instruction  orally ;  others  are  attached 
—and  sometimes  too  much  attached  to  the  Text  book.  As  a  general  thing, 
superiority  belongs  to  those  Teachers  who  have  been  trained  at  the  Normal 
School. 

I  am  sorry  to  report  that  a  few  Teachers  ate  inexcusably  careless  in  teach- 
ing reading  and  writing.  In  these  the  pupil  is  sometimes  allowed  to  be,  as  it 
were,  his  own  instructor.  To  these  branches,  therefore,  I  have  specially 
drawn  the  attention  of  Teachers  and  scholars  in  my  visits ;  as  also  to  the  im- 
portance in  every  branch  of  study  of  mastering  principles,  and  so  laying  a 
good  foundation. 

JSUgisircUion.—lxi  this  there  has  been  very  manifest  improvement.  I  hardly 
know  of  an  instance  in  wliich  the  Register  has  not  been  neatly  as  well  as  cor- 
rectly kept. 

Money  Voted. — In  many  instances  the  sum  voted  is  rather  insufficient  to 
meet  the  wants  of  the  School  dunng  the  year.  Only  a  few  sections  as  yet  in- 
clude in  the  vote  a  sum  for  books,  which  frequently  results  i  n  a  scarcity  of 
books,  so  that  teacher  and  scholar  labor  at  a  great  disadvantage. 

JSsiiirfU.— The  A  returns  have  generally  been  satisfisotory.  The  same  is  not 
true,  howeveri  of  the  B  returns.  These  are  not  only  often  unreliable,  but 
some  Boards  of  Trustees  neglect  sending  them  in  at  the  proper  time,  which 
causes  me  much  trouble  and  inconvenience. 

The  Xatf .— The  general  principles  of  the  School  law  are  growing  more  and 
more  in  the  favor  of  the  people ;  but  the  modification  of  exempting  old  men 
of  60  and  upwards  to  the  amount  of  $1000  on  the  rate  roll,  is  workltag  very 
disastrously.  It  has  almost  broken  up  several  Schools.  If  it  is  not  repealed 
they  will  be  obliged  to  suspend  operations,  at  least  a  part  of  the  time. 

With  all  deference  to  the  wisdom  of  those  who  brought  about  this  change  I 
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beg  to  fiiggett  that  it  ia  manifettlj  unsound  in  principle,  and  in  its  practical 
arolication,  fktal  to  the  best  interests  of  Education. 

On  the  whole  I  can  saj  tiiat  progress  has  been  made,  and  continues  to  be 
made  from  jear  to  jear.  May  Proridence  permit  no  calamitj  to  orertake  a 
system  of  Education  that  has  done  so  much  already  to  enlighten  and  elerate 
the  people  of  our  noble  Prorince. 

.    .  D.  M.  WELTON. 

RsT.  A.  8.  Huirr,  M.A., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 


HALIFAX  COUNTY. 
J.  F.  L.  Parsons  ^Inspector* 

8lB, — In  accordance  with  Law,  I  present  my  Annual  Report  of  the  Public 
Schools  and  of  the  state  of  Education  in  the  Districts  of  Halifax  County  and 
City  for  the  year  ended  October  Slst,  1870. 

This  report  is  supplementary  to  the  Tables  of  Statistics,  &c.  already  forward* 
ed  to  the  Education  Office,  and  which  show  the  number,  progress  and  efficiency 
of  the  schools ;  the  classification  and  remuneration  of  the  Teachers,  and  the 
woitk  and  expenditure  of  the  Sections  through  their  Trustees.  But  there  are 
points  which  statistical  tables  cannot  rery  well  exhibit;  some  of  these  are  of 
only  local  interest,  while  others  hare  a  bearing  on  the  whole  question  of 
Popular  Education. 

The  following  statements  of  school  attendance  in  the  diflferent  districts  will 
be  of  interest  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  County.  The  comparisons  of  the  totals 
with  those  of  1869  will  gire  our  numerical  progress  for  the  year.  During  the 
winter  term  there  were  174  departments  in  operation,  in  which  tlie  attendanec 
was  as  follows : — 


*  ,. 
Disn^.  ^  f    • 

No.  of 
I>«partin«ntk 

Ko.  Pupils 
B0gUtered. 

AvengQ  No. 
Dally  proMDt. 

No.  dally  prvMiit 
for  each  100  regia'd 

WtstHalifio. 

86ore       **    

Bural        "    ...... 

(Sty          **     • .  J... 

60 
54 
17 
78 

8198 

1147 

877 

4946 

1849 
696 
480 

8065 

58 
61 
55 
62 

Total—          1870. . . 
Do.              1869... 

174 
159 

10168 
9480 

6090 
5849 

60 
61 

Increase  •«.. 

15 

688 

841 

46 


EDUCATION — INSPECTORS   REPORTS 


During  the  Summer  term  there  were  185  departments  attended  as  foUowi : 


.   1>"™^-              I>eSSi.SU. 

No.  Pupils        Average  No. 
Registered.       Doily  present. 

No.  daily  present 
for  each  100  regts'd 

West  of  Halifax...; 
Shore           **    ••.. 
Rural           '*    .... 
City              "     .... 

59 
29 
19 

78 

8280 

1381 

893 

5067 

1871 
822 
471 

8265 

57 
60 
53 
65 

Total  for  1870 

Do.         1869 

185 
184 

10611 
10446 

6429 
6495 

61 
62 

Increase 

1 

165 

Within  the  year  there  have  been  194  different  departments — 66  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  West  Halifax,— 81  in  the  Shore  district,— 19  in  Rural  Halifax,  and  7 
in  the  City.  These  Schools  have  been  taught  by  226  different  teachers 
located  and  classified  thus : — 


District. 


Grade  A. 


B      I      C 


Unlicensed 


Total. 


West  Halifax 
Shore    *» 
Rural    " 
City       " 

Total— 1870. 
"        1869. 


0 

8 

26 

26 

21 

0 

1 

9 

14 

12 

0 

2 

11 

6 

2 

0 

12 

41 

24 

4 

0 

23 

87 

70 

39 

0 

20 

83 

73 

38 

0 
0 
0 
6 


6 

7 


81 
36 
21 

87 


225 

221 


Daring  the  winter  term  there  were  67  men  and  110  women,  and  68  men 
and  118  women  employed  as  teachers  during  the  Summer  Term.  This  shows 
a  slight  increase  in  the  proportion  of  men  when  compared  with  1869.  There 
have  been  less  removals  on  the  part  of  the  Teachers  than  for  some  years  pre- 
viously. This  stability  has  been  greatest  in  Rural  Halifax  where  only  two 
changes  occurred  during  the  year.  The  salaries  of  teachers  continue  abotit 
the  same;  the  average  $220.55,  is  within  a  few  cents  of  that  reported  last 
year. 

Only  about  one  quarter  of  the  Teachers  have  had  special  preparatory  train' 
ing.  All  who  are  Normal  trained  cannot  be  considered  as  superior  teachers* 
but  they  are  superior  to  what  they  would  have  been  without  this  preparation* 
There  are  many  Teachers  of  my  acquaintance,  who,  having  never  received 
such  special  advantages,  are  nevertheless  doing  good  work ;  but  who,  I  feel 
assured,  would  receive  incalculable  benefit  by  attending  a  course  of  the  Lec- 
tures and  practical  work  of  the  Normal  School. 

The  professional  ability  and  success  of  the  Teachers  I  have  classified  as 
follows : — 

88  Teachers  ar«  <*  Superior." 

73        "  "    "Good." 

76        "  "    "Middling." 

28        "  "    "Poor.*» 

10       "  "    "Very  Poor." 
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I  hare  not  known  an  ini tance  where  anj  one  of  ihe  38  marked  **  Saperior" 
haa  had  anj  diAcolty  in  secnring  and  retaining  the  best  situations.  The  same 
remark  is  true  of  the  migority  of  those  marked  **  Oood."  A  great  many 
people  throughout  the  County  and  in  the  City  hare  the  idea  that  teacliing  is 
easy  work,  and  teachers  have  delightful,  easy  times. 

Apart  from  the  inability  of  many  persons  to  estimate  mental  toil,  I  think 
teachers,  in  a  great  measure,  are  themselres  to  blame  for  the  opinion  which  so 
extentirely  obtains. 

In  a  section  where  the  Teacher  does  not  go  to  the  School  till  the  hour 
appointed  for  school  work  arriv^ ;  where  a  chair  is  occupied  by  the  Teacher 
most  of  the  time  School  is  in  session,  and  the  lessons  heard  from  the  book ; 
where  during  recess  a  paper  or  book  is  read — and  in  case  of  a  Lady  teacher — 
knitting  or  sewing  attended  to  instead  of  their  pupils  at  their  sports ;  where 
the  teacher  leaves  school -house  and  all  his  cares  as  soon  as  the  allotted  time 
expires ;  where  no  time  outside  the  school-room  is  deroted  to  work  and  pre- 
paration for  the  School,  the  people  think  the  Teacher  well-paid  for  doing  little, 
and  Teachers — the  whole  profession — must  endure  the  popular  estimate  so  well 
earned.  If  Teachers  actually  labor  at  their  work  only  6  hours  a  day,  the  present 
rates  of  salary  compare  rery  farorably  with  those  of  other  professions  in  NoTa 
Scotia.  There  are  some  Sections  where  the  Teachers  not  only  make  good  use 
of  the  time  in  school  but  labor  diligently  in  preparing  at  home  for  the  duties 
of  the  following  day ;  and  the  people  are  not  slow  in  finding  out  how  the 
teacher  works,  and  in  duly  appreciating  his  or  her  efforts.  Such  Teachers 
are  considered  something  extraordinary,  and  their  merits  are  the  subject  of 
remark  for  miles  around.  Their  influence  is  doing  good  and  I  am  glad  to 
report  that  the  number  is  on  the  increase.  There  can  be  no  greater  induce- 
ment  for  the  pupils  to  study,  no  better  means  of  increasing  the  interest  of  the 
people,  than  for  the  Teacher  to  devote  his  time  faithfully  to  the  School — not 
merely  the  six  hours  within  the  school-room  but  as  fair  a  proportion  of  each 
day,  as  is  given  by  the  successful  uiembers  of  other  professions. 

During  the  summer  term  a  number  of  students  engage  in  teaching.  While 
these  short  engagements  do  not  contribute  to  the  securing  of  permanent 
teachers,  there  is  still  a  benefit  arising  from  them.  The  pupils  in  these  sec- 
tions are  frequently  brought  into  contact  with  minds  of  more  than  ordinary 
ability  and  enthusiasm ;  and  are  aroused  to  greater  exertion  and  a  higher 
appreciation  of  life  and  its  possibilities.  More  than  one  instance  has  come 
under  my  own  observation  where  boys  and  girls  have  caught  the  spirit  of  their 
teacher,  and  gone  forth  to  win  with  much  toil  a  liberal  education.  This  is  not 
intended  as  a  plea  for  short  engagements.  What  the  Teaching  profession 
needs  in  this  Province  is  Permanency — Stability.  We  need  just  such  enthu- 
sisstic  men  as  those  referred  to,but  we  need  them  for  life.  I  was  glad  to  observe 
the  suggestion  in  the  Superintendent's  report  or  1869,  page  23,  offering  extra 
inducement  for  experience ;  I  would  beg  to  suggest  that  successful  experience 
alone  be  rewarded. 

rmifMf.— Trustees  though  taking  more  interest  in  School  affairs  than  for- 
merly, are  in  many  sections  delinquent  in  regard  of  school  visitation. 

The  Law  makes  it  the  duty  of  each  Trustee  to  visit  the  School  at  least  twice 
during  the  term,  anticipating  monthly  visits  thereby.    This  duty  has  been  sadly 
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neglected.  It  wonld  be  a  wlie  more  for  the  Boards  of  Commiisionen  to 
reaoWe  that  any  Board  of  Tnuteei  failing  to  do  their  duty  of  Tititing  and 
caring  for  their  School  should  be  deprired  of  part  of  the  County  money  other, 
wise  accruing  to  them.  This  would  be  an  incentire  to  the  people  to  choose 
their  best  men  for  Trustees,  and  to  the  trustees  to  perform  their  duties ;  while 
erery  retention  of  County  money  would  go  to  swell  the  amount  distributable 
among  the  Schools  faithfully  Tisited.  While  great  demands  are  made  upon 
Teachers,  others  connected  with  Education  should  realize  that  it  is  required  of 
all  to  work.  ^ 

iS!^iu2t«f.— Geography  receires  more  attention  in  the  Schools  of  this  sea* 
board  County  than  Grammar  or  History.  In  addition  to  Geography  being  a 
less  abstruse  branch  of  study,  the  attention  of  many  households  is  directed  to 
different  parts  of  the  world  where  members  of  the  family  hare  been ;  and  it 
is  quite  natural  for  the  pupils  to  delight  in  a  study  that  supplies  information 
about  those  countries.  A  number  of  Schools  are  now  supplied  with  Calkins' 
Geography,  and  the  study  has  become  more  regular  and  methodical.  Mind  is 
more  developed  by  pursuing  the  study  systematically.  Some  Schools  possess 
only  one  copy  of  the  Text-book — that  upon  the  Teacher's  desk.  And  the 
Teacher  in  his  own  way  imparts  the  lessons  therein  contained,  and  the  scholars 
assisted  by  the  maps  give  back  a  ra^onal  statement  of  the  UueU  and  principles 
of  Geograpliy.  Several  persons  hare  spoken  in  faror  of  the  publication  of  a 
Primary  Geography.  My  own  belief,  obtained  from  obserration  and  experi- 
ence, is  that  the  introduction  of  a  primary  Geography  would  be  an  injury 
rather  than  a  benefit  in  our  schools.  A  Text-book  on  Geography  in  the  hands 
of  small  children  will  burden  the  memory  with  names  and  definitions  often  not 
understood,  and  usurp  the  place  of  intelligent  lessons  imparted  by  the  living 
instructor.  A  competmU  teacher  will  not  want  a  primary  Geography,  and  it 
would  be  worse  than  useless  to  provide  one  for  any  other. 

Music. ^In  several  Schools  of  the  County  the  science  of  Music  has  been 
taught  and  in  every  instanco  with  success.  The  chief  obstacle  to  the  introdnc* 
tion  of  music  in  school  seems  to  be  with  the  teachers.  Many  do  not  under- 
stand music,  though  the  great  minority  can  sing,  and  those  who  do  understand 
it  seem  afraid  to  try  to  teach  it. 

In  the  city  schools  Mr.  Norton  devotes  all  his  time  to  giving  instmctioB  in 
this  branch.  During  the  year  he  has  introduced  *'  Mason's  Musical  Charts  " 
with  the  most  gratifying  results.  These  furnish  to  hand  a  regalarly  arranged 
course  of  lessons,  thereby  saving  the  time  required  to  write  the  exercises  on 
the  blackboard.  If  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  would  place  the  Musical 
Charts  upon  the  reduced  list,  thus  bringing  them  within  the  reach  of  Boards  of 
Trustees,  it  would  be  the  best  means  of  introducing  the  study  of  music  into 
our  schools. 

Advanc$d  Branches, — ^The  advanced  branches  except  Algebra  and  Geometry 
are  notf  much  studied.  Outside  of  the  City  and  Dartmouth  our  Schools  are 
miscellai\edus.  We  do  not  possess  the  advantages  of  a  County  Academy,  and 
the  city  has  no  Public  High  School.  The  most  advanced  departments  in  the 
graded  schools  have  classes  in  Highec  English  and  Mathematics,  but  not  in 
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tbe  Classics.  A  High  School  has  become  a  desideratum  and  the  Board  of 
Commissioners  will  no  doabt  soon  comply  with  the  request  of  the  people,  and 
establish  a  school  that  will  form  a  connecting  link  between  the  Common 
School  and  the  Unirersitj,  and  place  the  Metropolis  on  an  educational  equality 
with  the  towns  throughout  the  ProTince. 

Frimary  lfuiruei%on.—The  Primary  departments  hare  not  receired  tha^ 
attention  which  their  importance  demands.  There  is  need  of  more  experi- 
enced Teachers,  less  crowding  in  the  rooms,  better  adapted  Aimiture,  more 
i^^;>aratus,  diagrams  and  models  for  Object  Lessons ;  and  there  should  be  more 
Object  Teaching  in  the  place  of  the  dry  and  uninteresting  routine  too  fre- 
quently followed  at  present.  I  drew  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners  to 
this,  and  hope  in  my  next  Annual  statement  to  record  satisfactory  improre- 
menl 

IfHprot€ment, — Of  the  118  Schools  in  the  County — the  improrement  in 

17  was  •*  Superior." 

SB    "    "  Good." 
81    "    "Middling.- 

18  "    "Poor." 

3    "    "Very  Poor." 
Of  the  78  Departments  in  the  City— the  Improvement  was 

**  Superior"  in  16. 
"Good"  "  31. 
"  MiddUng  "  "  26. 
"Poor"  "     4. 

"  Very  Poor  "  in  2. 
The  lack  of  improvement  was  owing  to  want  of  accommodation  and  appara- 
tus and  irregularity  of  attendance,  as  well  as  incompetency  of  the  Teachers.   Ta 
write  out  a  Time-table  and  then  to  keep  to  it  require  more  ability  than  many 
Teachers  seem  to  possess.    The  most  systematic  and  progressire  schools  are- 
almost  uniyersally  those  which  work  according  to  a  carefully  arranged  plan. 

S^iocl  Houses.— Of  the  118  School  Houses  in  the  County,  63  hare  been 

erected  since  1864,  and  23  of  the  others  have  been  extensirely  repaired,  and  in 

some  instances  enlarged.    Some  of  the  new  ones  had  to  be  enlarged  and  a 

few  are  yet  too  small.    The  finished  School-houses  number  64 ;  46  remain 

unfinished,  and  t  are  unfit  for  use  and  must   soon  gire  place  to  new  buildings. 

* 

Fumiiure  and  Apparatus. — ^There  is  satisfactory  accommodation  for  abou 
two- thirds  of  the  pupils  in  the  city.    The  patent  desk  prerails  in. the  city^ 
schools  while  the  Dawson  is  preferred  through  the  county : 

69  School-rooDu  in  the  County  are  well  seated^. 
36  "  "  medium. 

31  "  «*  poorly. 

The  books  and  apparatus  in  69  schools  are  fufkient  for  common  work;  Iti 
^  Schools  work  is  impeded,  and  in  10  it  is  obstructed  for  want  of  adequate' 
tchool  materials. 
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Serenteen  Sections  are  onproTided  with  School-honses,  but  ten  of  them 
hare  had  tchool  part  of  the  time  since  1864.  Seren  sections  have  had  no 
school  either  before  or  since  that  time.  Six  sections  have  not  a  sufficient 
number  of  children  for  school. 

The  boundaries  of  sereral  Sections  require  to  be  changed.  The  Boards  of 
Commissioners  proceed  deliberately  in  performing  snch  work.  The  Western 
and  Rural  Boards  while  approring  of  the  imposition  of  the  Poll-tax,  passed 
unanimous  rotes  disapproving  of  the  thousand  dollar  exemption. 

Taken  as  a  whole  the  year  has  been  one  of  progress  and  educational  pros« 
perity.  Much  remains  to  be  done,  and  it  is  being  done — ^in  some  places 
rapidly,  in  others  slowly.    But  the  work  is  moving  on. 

While  each  one  has  his  own  ideas  of  this  or  that  slight  amendment  being 

needed  to  give  greater  efficiency  or  more  equability  to  the  details,  I  have  no| 

heard  a  person  during  the  past  year  express  disapproval  of  the  fundamental 

principles  of  the  Law. — Education  Free  far  AU  is  the  feeling  and  expression 

throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  county. 

Tours  obediently, 

J.  Pabsons. 
To  Rby.  a.  S.  Hunt,  M.  A., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 
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Daniel  McDonald,  Inspector. 

Sn, — I  respectAilly  submit  the  following  report  for  your  consideratloD. 

AM^»on<.— One  new  section,  designated  *'  Granton,*'  No.  69,  South  Districtr 
has  been  organized.  It  comprises  the  nucleus  of  a  village  at  the  termini  of 
the  Intercolonial,  and  of  the  Nova  Scotia  Coal  Mining  Company's  railroad,  on 
Middle  River.  It  contains  26  rate-payers  and  86  children  of  school  age. 
Inability  to  obtain  a  suitable  tenement  prevented  the  opening  of  the  school 
daring  the  summer  term.  A  site  has  been  secured  and  the  erection  of  a 
house  comm^ced ;  hopes  are  entertained  that  a  school  may  be  opened  during 
the  winter. 

Town  Out  Section,  No.  58,  North  District,  laid  .off,  some  years  ago,  but 
ntrar  properly  organised«  has  been  brokeq  up,  and  the  members  apportlonted 
among  the  a4Joinliig  sections. 
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A  eotgoint  effort  is  being  made  by  the  Boards  of  Sonth  Pictov  and  Antigo- 
nith  (with  the  concurrence  of  the  Inspectors)  to  form  two  large  self-sustain- 
ing sections  by  a  re-a4jastment  of  the  boundaries  of  ihr€$  weak  and  inefll* 
cient  ones.  This  will  necessitate  the  formation  of  a  Border  Section.  An 
effort  is  also  being  made  to  re-unite  Hopewell  (Upper  and  Lower)  into  one 
large  section,  that  may  support  efficiently  a  graded  school.  The  disagree- 
ment which  led  to  the  dirision  presents  a  barrier  to  its  immediate  accomplish- 
ment. 

There  are  now  127  sections  in  this  County,  yis.,  68  in  the  North  and  ^  in 
the  South  District.  I  do  not  anticipate  any  increase,  but  hope  to  see  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  number  by  the  union  of  some  of  the  smaller.  There  are  two  sec- 
tions without  school-houses;  both  are  remote  and  weak.  I  haye  recom- 
mended that  clause  15th,  amendments  to  school  law  of  June,  1869,  be  applied 
to  their  case. 

The  following  Tables  will  giro  a  somewhat  clear  and  concise  yiew  of  the 

statistics  to  which  they  refer : 

North.       South. 

No.  of  sections  in  the  County 58  69  127 

No.  of  sections  without  a  school-house 1  1  2 

No.  of  sections  haying  schools  in  operation  during  some 

part  of  the  year 56  67  12S 

No.  of  schools  or  departments  in  operation  during  some 

part  of  the  year 69  82  151 

WINTSB  TERM. 

No.  of  schools  in  operation 59  68  1S7 

SUMMSS  TXBM. 

No.  of  schools  in  operation 65  78  148 

Increase 6  10  16 

Only  one  fully  organixed  section  has  been  yacant  during  the  whole  year,  tis., 

No.  51,  Scotch  Hill.    The  reason  assigned  is,  **  the  minority  refuse  to  yote 

money  to  supplement  the  public  Ainds,  and  the  Trustees  cannot  support  a 

school  without  a  supplement." 

North.  BoQtb. 

No.  of  pupils  registered,  Winter  Term 8028  3430  6458 

«         <*         **         Summer  Term 3144  3712  6857 

Increase 116  283  899 

No.  of  teaching  days  employed.  Winter  Term 6463  7625^      14088| 

"  •«  "  "  Summer  Term.... 7041  8279        15820 

Increase 278  658^       1281 

Grand  total  teaching  days  attended  by  all  the  pupils : 

WinUr  Term 179,084^     212,513      391,597^ 

Summer  Term 170,750|     200,146|    870,897 

Dearease ^8884        12,366^      20,700^ 
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Thni  it  it  ftppkracl  thkt  while  we  hmd  16  more  tchooli  in  operation,  S99 
moT«  pupili  rcriitared,  and  1231^  n.ore  teachiDg  daji  emplojed,  tber«  hu 
bMii  *  deereu*  of  20,700}  dayi  in  the  grand  total  time  attended  by  all  tha 
psplli.  Thii  ia  Terj  marked,  and  the  diiparity  i«  too  great  to  be  aceonated 
fnr  by  the  difference  In  the  length  of  the  racalioiii. 

Howerer,  I  un  not  prepared  to  lay  that  It  i*  greater  In  proportion  than  In 
preceding  jsara,  ai  I  have  not  lafflclent  data  In  my  poeieaaion  to  determine- 
Tram  the  (tatiitici  glren  in  the  SuperiaCendent'e  Report,  it  is  evident  that  the 
iUiproportion  ii  greater  than  the  difference  in  the  length  of  the  vacalioQ  will 
warrant;  and  here  we  are  forced  to  the  conclntion  that  tha  attendance  ii 
•mailer  and  more  irregular  in  the  «nmmer  than  In  the  winter  term. 

TEACHEB8-WINTEB  TERM. 
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No.  of  changet  at  beginning  of  Summer  Term,  including  additional  schoolf 
in  operation,  67. 

No.  of  Teachers  that  attended  Normal  SchooU,  37,  viz.,  36  attended  in  N. 
Scotia  and  1  in  Britain.  Total  time  of  attendance  at  Normal  School,  21  yean 
and  1  ihonth. 

Total  number  who  taught  for  their  first  term— Winter,  21 ;  Summer,  22 :  43^ 

"  **  1  year  and  under,  38. 

*'  **  2  years  and  upwards,  72. 

u  u  5        ((        «        ««      28. 

"  "  10        "        "        "      10. 

it  (I  15        ((        <c        li        4. 

«  it  20        "        "        **        8. 

Of  the  ihr$e  reterans,  one  has  taught  24  years,  one  81  years,  and  one  47^ 
years. 

Female  Teachers  preponderate  in  the  summer  term.  The  demand  for  1st 
and  2nd  class  Male  Teachers  is  greater  in  the  winter  term,  while  the  supply  is 
smaller.  A  large  proportion  of  the  Male  Teachers  are  young  men  prosecut- 
ing their  studies ;  and  as  the  higher  institutions  are  in  session  during  the  win- 
ter, they  are  drawn  o£f  from  the  schools. 

The  supply  of  Teachers  in  this  County  is  now  quite  adequate  to  the  de- 
mand. The  large  number  licensed  each  term  affords  a  fair  supply.  During 
the  past  year  there  were  204  candidates  examined,  of  whom  170  were  suo- 
cessfol.    What  we  now  require  is  a  larger  number  of  the  higher  grades. 

Notwithstanding  the  efforts  made  to  elevate  teaching  to  a  profession,  much 
yet  remains  to  be  done.  The  number  of  professional  men  is  small.  The 
public  require  to  be  educated  to  provide  salaries  adequate  to  the  comfortable 
maintenance  of  a  family,  and  to  render  the  schools  permanent  institutions, 
before  young  men  can  be  expected  to  devote  their  lives  to  teaching. 

Though  painfUl  to  acknowledge,  it  is  a  humiliating  fkct,  that  too  many  sec- 
tions are  influenced  in  their  selection  of  teachers  more  by  dollars  and  cents 
than  by  the  merits  of  candidates.  Many  young  men,  holding  first-class 
licenses,  experienced  difficulty  in  obtaining  situations,  because  they  objected 
to  labor  for  the  paltry  salaries  offered.  Trustees  also  complain  of  the  scarcity 
of  teachers.    The  fault  and  the  remedy  rest  with  themselves. 

In  general  our  Teachers  possess  a  fair  measure  of  skill  and  devotedness, 
and  have  been  tolerably  successful.  As  it  is  invidious  to  particularise,  suflioe 
it  to  say,  that  we  have  many  who  are  an  ornament  to  the  profession.  Many 
of  our  young  ladies  who  have  taught  this  season  for  the  first  time,  bid  fair  to 
be  very  superior  teachers.  Their  general  education  and  knowledge  of  School 
management  are  of  a  higher  order  than  those  of  their  seniors*  It  is  gratify- 
ing to  find  that  our  young  people  form  a  more  correct  estimate  of  the  qualifi* 
cations  necessary;  and  that  a  larger  proportion  of  candidates  secure  the 
higher  grades  of  license.  I  endeavour  to  impress  upon  all  the  propriety  of 
qualifying  themselves  to  attain  the  higher  status.  Third  class  teachers  must 
soon  cease  in  this  count}*.  Whilst  we  ascribe  due  praise  to  the  meritorious, 
we  cannot  conceal  the  fact  that  there  are  some  who  have  mistaken  their  call- 
ing; and  the  sooner  they  retire  from  the  profession  the  more  creditable  to 
themselves  and  the  better  for  the  cause  of  education. 
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Many  of  our  young  people  who  do  not  attend  the  Nonnal  School,  receiTe 
their  education,  and  a  tolerable  acquaintance  with  the  Normal  and  Graded 
School  sjstemi,  at  the  Pictou  Academy  and  the  New  Glaagow  High  School. 

Our  Higher  Institutions,  under  the  tkilM  and  judicious  management  of 
their  respectire  Principals,  are  progressing  in  efficiency  and  popularity.  In 
the  Pictou  Academy,  Principal  H.  A.  Bayne,  B.  A.,  has  introduced  a  consid- 
erable quantity  of  Apparatus  and  Instruments  during  the  year,  among  which 
are  an  elegant  Orrery  of  the  latest  and  most  approved  construction,  and  a  set 
of  Meteorological  Instruments.  I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  giye  here  a 
f^U  and  detailed  report  of  that  institution,  as  the  Principal  will,  as  usual,  pre- 
sent a  report  thereof. 

The  nine  teachers  of  Pictou  Town  Section  conduct  a  ''Teachers'  Institute,*' 
of  their  own.  They  hold  semi-monthly  meetings,  and  possess  a  fair  library 
of  the  best  works  on  Education  and  practical  teaching.  Such  Institutes  are 
of  incalculable  value,  and  cannot  be  too  strongly  recommended. 

The  New  Glasgow  High  School  has  become  a  public  necessity,  and  is  not 
merely  a  local  accommodation.  The  number  of  young  people  coming  for- 
ward to  prosecute  their  studies  in  the  Higher  Branches  cannot  be  accommo- 
dated in  one  institution.  Both  the  Academy  and  High  School  were  filled  to 
their  utmost  capacity  during  the  past  term,  and  are  now  well  filled.  The 
latter  institution  has  strong  claims  for  a  special  grant;  and  could  such  be 
awarded,  it  would  be  money  weR  bestowed.  During  the  last  year  86  of  the 
pupils  competed  for  license  as  teachers,  and  all  were  successful  except  one. 

Whilst  I  would  be  disposed  to  unite  with  the  patrons  of  the  school  in  soli- 
citing a  special  grant,  I  would  deprecate  any  interference  with  the  existing 
arrangements  of  the  County  Academy.  There  need  be  no  rivalry ;  there  is 
ample  work  for  both,  and  an  honourable  spirit  of  emulation  is  wholesome. 

School  Returns, — Returns  A  were  forwarded  more  promptly  than  last  term. 
In  general  those  documents  indicated  attention  and  care;  there  were,  how- 
ever, some  exceptions.  The  errors  and  inaccuracies  were  very  discreditable 
to  both  Teachers  and  Trustees.  Six  had  errors  in  addition,  eighi  had  errors 
in  the  number  of  teaching  days ;  and  eighteen  had  no  examination  at  close  of 
the  term. 

The  Returns  B,  though  still  very  unsatisfactory,  indicated  a  desire  to  ap- 
proximate accuracy.  (There  was  none  of  that  bufibonery,  such  as  was  ex- 
hibited in  a  few  Returns  last  year,  by  such  answers  to  the  question,  '*  What  is 
the  area  of  pUyground?*'  <*a  400  acre  field"  and  *<aU  out  doors."  ''Have 
suitable  outhouses  been  provided?"  "  Yes,  the  woods.")  Comparing  the  data 
in  the  Returns  with  that  acquit  ed  by  intercourse  and  observation,  I  am  con- 
vinced that  little  reliance  can  be  placed  upon  them.  The  proper  tabling  of 
these  documents  is  most  difficult  and  vexatious.  If  the  Inspector  would  set 
them  aside,  and  depend  upon  his  notes  of  inspection,  the  result  would  be  more 
reliable.  It  has  been  found  impossible  to  make  *'  the  amounts  received  by 
Trustees  "  and  '*  the  total  expenditure  "  harmonize.  They  are,  however,  as 
reliable  as  these  papers  usually  are.  I  hope  that  by  directing  more  special 
attention  to  the  preparation  of  the  Returns  in  my  intercourse  with  the  people 
during  the  year,  to  be  able  to  report  much  more  satisfactorily  in  future. 

The  instructions  to  Trustees  on  the  back  of  tlie  Returns  are  not  so  explicit 
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and  consistent  as  they  might  be.  First  Section  reads  **  If  this  Betom  is  not 
received  as  directed  below,  on  or  before  the  Oct  81,  1870,  no  public  moneys 
will  be  paid,  Ac,"  The  second  Section  reads,  '*  The  Trustees  must  lodge 
this  Betnm  *  *  *  on  or  before  the  80th  NoTember,  1870.**  It  would  be 
better  for  all  parties  to  hare  Returns  A  and  B  both  returnable  to  the  Inspec- 
tor's office  at  once,  leaving  it  to  that  officer  to  fill  in  Nos.  44  and  47,  which  he 
generally  has  to  do,  as  now  conducted. 

Nna  SchooU.—Vonr  new  Schools  hare  been  opened  during  the  year,  fit : 
Black  Brook  and  Kepech,  Barney's  Rirer,  East,  and  Carriboo  Biver,  Lower, 
(These  are  all  small  and  weak  Sections)  and  on$  at  Westrille. 

Ning  School  Hoviu  optTMci.— The  large  building  at  Westrille  has  been  com- 
pleted and  occupied  since  January  last.  It  has  already  proved  too  small  to 
accommodate  the  rapidly  increasing  population— the  Hall  in  the  upper  flat 
has  been  rented  and  temporarily  fitted  up,  and  a  third  department  opened 
therein.  Sect.  18,  W.  B.  Biver  John,  No.  10,  Louisville,  and  65,  French 
Biver,  East,  have  completed  new  houses,  and  ftimished  them  in  good  s^le 
with  the  Dawson  Desks.  No.  60,  Barney's  Biver,  East,  87,  West  Biver  Sta- 
tion and  58,  Carriboo  Biver,  Lower,  have  the  outside  of  the  buildings  finish- 
ed, the  mside  fitted  up  temporarily,  and  occupied  during  the  summer  term, 
making  in  all  Jtc  new  houses  opened  during  the  year. 

The  Houses  in  the  following  Sections  have  been  seated  anew.  Central  West 
Biver,  Head  South  Dalhousie,  Carriboo  Biver,  two  Apartments  at  the  Albion 
Mines,  and  Wentworth  Grant,  (at  Mcintosh's.) 

Green  Hill  Upper,  Union  Hall,  Fanuel  Hall,  Biver  John  Village,  and  Bai- 
ley's Brook,  Upper,  have  made  extensive  repairs  and  rendered  the  houses 
more  commodious  and  comfortable. 

There  are  now  129  School  Houses,  viz :  60  in  the  North  and  69  in  the 
South  District.  Of  this  number  72  have  been  built  (28  in  North  and  44  in  the 
South)  since  1864. 

Oondmnned  JTbuMf .— Upon  my  recommendation  the  School  Boarda  have 
condemned  the  houses  in  the  following  Sections,  No.  20,  West  Branch,  Biver 
John,  55  Carriboo  Three  Brooks;  No.  11,  Island  E.  B.,  ChurchvUle,  and 
Elmsville. 

N€w  Louses  are  in  course  of  erection  in  No.  6ii  Wentworth  Grant,  9S, 
Big  Gut,  Granton  and  Spiingville  in  the  South ;  and  Nos.  4  and  5,  Cape 
John. 

Thus  we  have  bad  i  new  Schools  opened,  6  new  houses,  7  furnished  with 
new  Desks  and  Seats,  7  extensively  repaired,  and  6  new  houses  in  course  of 
building.  These  are  gratifying  evidences  of  progress,  and  of  increased  atten- 
tion to  the  accommodation  and  comfort  of  the  rising  generation. 

There  are  still  18  houses  with  the  old  fashioned  nondescript  desks  and  seats, 
but  the  number  is  becoming  '*  beautifully  less  "  every  year.  Four  Sections 
have  been  notified  that  unless  their  houses  are  repaired  to  the  satisfiiction  of 
the  Inspector  within  one  year  they  will  be  unconditionally  condemned. 
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OuihouMts, — I  cannot  report  any  improyement  in  this  particolar.  HaTing 
Titited  every  section  I  found  the  desideratum  greater  than  I  anticipated.  Par- 
ties in  the  country  unaccustomed  to  such  conyeniences,  are  slow  to  appreciate 
their  utility  in  the  school-yard.  There  are  104  Sections  without  eren  a  fuel 
shed.  From  the  exposed  and  bleak  situation  of  many  school  houses,  it  is  cruel, 
if  not  criminal,  to  say  nothing  of  the  moral  effect  produced,  to  haye  the  prem- 
ises thus  destitute.  Haying  pointedly  called  attention  to  the  matter,  I  hope  to 
find  the  defect  remedied  to  some  extent  during  my  next  tour. 

Ftay^grounds, — There  are  twelye  sections  in  the  South,  and  twenty-one  in 
the  North,  without  any  play  ground ;  they  haye  merely  the  site  of  the  building, 
and  in  some  cases  even  ^t  encroaches  upon  the  public  road.  The  remaining 
ninety-four  haye  land  yarying  in  size  from  a  few  yards  to  one  acre ;  there 
are  ten  whose  area  does  not  exceed  one-eight  of  an  acre.  The  total  area  is 
46^  acres. 

The  Albion  Mines  Section  requires  special  mention,  as  the  circumstances 
differ  somewhat  from  other  Sections.  The  whole  premises  pertain  to 
the  General  Mining  Association,  and  the  whole  population  are  employes  of 
the  Company.  The  Agent  provides  lands  and  school- houses,  and  keeps  the 
same  in  repair.  Trustees  are  appointed  and  the  schools  placed  under  their 
control  according  to  the  requirements  of  the  School  Act.  The  supplemental 
fbnds  are  raised  by  a  monthly  exaction  or  tax  upon  the  employes,  and  the 
Schools  are  Aree  to  all.    Three  acres  of  land  are  devoted  to  school  premises. 

Cleanliness^  S^c.y  of  School  rooms. — Marked  improvement  has  taken  place  in 
this  matter.  In  no  instance  were  windows,  comers,  or  ceiling  ornamented 
with  cobwebs  and  dust,  nor  floors  and  furniture  littered  with  scraps  of  paper 
and  filth  as  was  the  case  in  too  many  instances  hitherto.  It  may  be  said  that 
parties  being  apprised  of  the  time  of  the  Inspector's  visit,  **  tidied  up  "  for  his 
reeeption.  Be  it  so,  it  is  well  that  there  should  be  a  general  '*  sorting  up  ** 
twice  a  year.  That  is  more,  judging  from  appearances,  than  was  done  in  for- 
mer years.  As  a  rule  the  school  rooms  were  as  well  as  could  be  expected — 
very  many  are  models  of  neatness  and  taste. 

ApparcUus, — Though  no  marked  improvement,  some  progress  has  been 
made ;  69  wall  maps,  8  globes,  21  hand  bells,  and  8  clocks  have  been  added 
during  the  year.  Almost  every  school  has  the  Hemispheres  and  the  map  of 
Nova  Scotia,  and  a  fair  area  of  blackboard  surface.  There  are  still  six  schools 
without  any  maps  and  two  without  any  blackboard  surface.  This  is  a  small 
proportion  in  so  large  a  county,  yet  it  is  too  many.  I  hope  next  season  to 
report  that  there  are  none. 

Books,  j'tf.—- Our  Schools  are  tolerably  well  supplied  with  the  ordinary  read* 
ing  books  and  other  requisites.  Few  Sections  keep  them  as  Public  School 
property ;  many  of  those  that  report  in  their  returns  that  they  are  so  kept  do 
not  understand  the  question,  and  have  reported  incorrectly.  Those  that  do 
procure  them  firom  the  Qovemment  Agent  sell  them  to  the  pupils  at  cost 
Very  few  Sections  made  proyision  to  procure  supplies.    This  was  to  some  ex- 


picrou  COUNTY.  67 

tent  owing  to  the  want  of  infomation.  It  was  generallj  understood  that  the 
supply  at  reduced  prices  had  been  discontinued  finally.  They  had  no  oppor- 
tunity of  knowing  what  arrangements  had  been  made,  as  the  Journal  of  Edu- 
cation, the  only  official  medium  of  communication,  was  not  supplied  except  to 
a  rery  few  of  the  principal  Sections.  Many  Sections  have  gone  back  to  the 
«  good  old  system's"  source  of  supply — the  country  store.  This  was  not  found 
satisfactory.  Booksellers,  knowing  that  the  Agent  had  the  ezclusive  privilege 
of  importing,  they  had  to  depend  upon  him  and  purchase  on  his  terms,  and 
hence  did  not  keep  a  suitable  supply  on  hand. 

Could  satisfactory  arrangements  be  made  so  that  all  Booksellers  could  enter 
the  market  and  purchase  on  equal  terms,  tree  from  restriction,  copy-rights  and 
monopolies,  it  would  be  an  inestimable  convenience  to  the  people.  If  this 
cannot  be  obtained,  it  is  indispensable  that  a  depot  be  opened  in  erery  county. 

Many  of  our  best  teachers  complain  of  the  meagre  rariety,  and  unsatisfac- 
tory character  of  the  Prescribed  Books,  especially  in  some  departments,  and 
would  hail  with  gratitude  an  enlargement  of  the  lists.  The  English  Grammars, 
so  long  promised  by  the  late  Superintendent,  not  having  made  their  appear- 
ance they  are  despaired  of,  and  attention  is  turning  to  other  sources.  The 
prescribed  books  are  unirersally  used,  with  some  additional  works,  particular- 
ly an  English  Grammar  and  Arithmetic.  The  Nora  Scotia  Arithmetics  are 
diminishing  instead  of  increasing  in  popularity.  The  desideratum  long  expe- 
rienced has  been  supplied  by  Calkin's  General  Geography.  This  work  is  be- 
ing rapidly  introduced  and  is  giving  general  satisfaction. 

Branches  of  Study. — Drawing  has  received  somewhat  more  attention ;  there 
has  been  an  increase  of  169  pupils  practising  it  over  the  number  of  the  preced- 
ing year.  A  small  minorily  of  the  teachers  attempt  it  at  all.  The  reason  in- 
variably assigned  is  want  of  time.  Upon  the  old  adage  *  where  there  is  a  will 
there  is  a  way,'  if  teachers  felt  the  importance  of  the  subject,  and  had  a  taste 
for  teaching  it,  they  would  make  time  for  it.  I  am  of  opinion  that  want  of 
taste  arising  from  want  of  skill,  is  a  more  cogent  reason  than  the  want  of  time 

In  Penmanship  marked  improvement  has  been  made.  Though  there  is  not 
uniformity  in  syitem,  nor  in  the  series  of  copies  used,  yet  we  do  not  now 
meet  a  variety  of  series  in  the  same  school.  One  series  is  adopted  and  adher- 
ed to.    Staples  is  the  most  generally  used. 

Singing  is  practised  in  nearly  all  the  schools ;  47  teachers  report  that  they 
do  not  teach  singing ;  of  this  number  a  few  do  not  attempt  it  at  all.  In  one 
Section  (viz.  Hardwood  Hill)  the  people  vetoed  singing  in  the  school  as  a 
waste  of  time.  The  teacher,  though  fond  of  singing  and  capable  of  teach- 
ing, had  to  discontinue  it.  The  case  is  so  unprecedented  it  merits  special 
mention. 

Organtzaium.—ThiB  ftindamental  part  of  school  room  labor  probably  con- 
stitutes the  best  criterion  of  a  teacher's  knowledge  and  skill.  The  classifica- 
tion of  a  miscellaneous  school  is  perplexing,  and  tests  the  skill  of  even  Normal 
School  graduates.  Our  best  teachers  give  this  their  first  attention.  Order 
and  system  are  first  principles  with  them.  Some  of  our  teachers  who  managed 
to  get  the  education  (in  some  of  our  country  schools)  that  enabled  them  to 
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past  the  tests  of  examination,  but  who  nerer  witnessed  a  properly  organized 
system,  enter  upon  the  daties  of  the  school  without  any  definite  plan,  and  their 
exercises  are  a  perfect  medley.  Teachers  of  this  character  multiply  classes 
to  an  unmanageable  extent ;  I  have  met  with  not  only  the  whole  seren  books 
of  the  reading  course,  but  first,  second,  and  even  third  division  of  the  same 
class  at  one  time.  There  is  a  propensity  to  press  pupils  from  book  to  book 
before  they  are  prepared.  This  is  intolerable  and  must  be  terminated.  Time 
Tables  are  prepared  and  adhered  to  by  the  migority,  and  have  been  recom- 
mended to  all. 

TrugU$»f  Viiiiations,  ^c. — Trustees  and  parents  manifest  a  growing  interest 
in  the  schools  and  in  the  visits  of  the  Inspector.  There  has  been  a  large  in- 
crease in  the  risits  to  the  schools,  though  there  is  great  need  of  improyement 
still.  I  was  gratified  by  the  rery  general  attendance  of  the  Trustees  during 
the  Summer  Term  at  my  oflicial  examination.  As  a  rule  all  three  attended 
the  whole  half  day ;  in  many  instances  a  large  portion  of  the  heads  of  families 
gare  us  their  presence.  The  opportunity  thus  afibrded  of  giving  and  receiv- 
ing information  will,  in  due  time,  be  attended  by  happy  results.  Teachers 
are  successful  and  popular — pupils  studious  and  zealous — the  school  prosper- 
ous and  efficient— just  in  proportion  to  the  interest  manifested  by  the  people 
and  trustees. 

Frequent  changee  of  Teachert  is  an  evil  of  no  ordinary  magnitude,  and  im- 
peratively demands  redress.  Where  Trustees  have  been  unfortunate  in  their 
choice  of  a  Teacher,  and  where  a  teacher  does  not  receive  a  reasonable  salary 
and  due  encouragement,  a  change  becomes  imperative,  and  may  be  beneficial. 
When  Trustees  secure  the  services  of  an  efficient  Teacher,  they  should  not 
allow  the  paltry  consideration  of  dollars  and  cents  to  deprive  them  of  his  ser- 
vices. As  Soloman  said  of  a  virtuous  woman,  '*  her  price  is  fkr  above  rubies," 
so  I  have  said  to  Trustees,  **  a  good  teacher  is  far  above  dollars  and  cents.*' 
That  the  practice  is  fraught  with  baneful  results  none  will  deny.  There  are 
various  reasons  assigned,  but  all  resolve  themselves  into  one,  the  illiberal  pro» 
vision  made  for  the  support  of  the  Schools.  Trustees  often  complain  that  "  no 
good  Teachers  can  be  got."  It  is  true  in  some  cases,  but  it  should  be  added 
'*  for  the  salary  we  offer."  Sections  that  provide  a  fair  remuneration,  experience 
no  difficulty  in  securing  the  services  of  competent  Teachers.  The  grand 
panacea  is.  more  liberal  support,  and  a  greater  interest  in  the  work  of  the 
School  room. 

Irreffvia/rity  of  Attendance  continues  to  be  a  matter  of  universal  and  just 
complaint  The  evil  is  deep  seated,  and  as  a  canker,  preys  upon  the  consti- 
tution of  our  educational  system,  and  neutralizes  the  effects  that  would  natu- 
rally be  produced.  As  a  malignant  malady,  it  demands  a  potent  remedy — 
that  remedy  I  believe  to  be  a  judicious  system  oi  compulsory  attendance, 

I  am  well  aware  that  some  object  to  such  a  system,  on  the  grounds  that  it 
would  place  too  much  power  in  the  hands  of  Trustees — that  it  would  InfHnge 
upon  parental  authority,  and  *'  weaken  the  foundation  of  the  domestic  institu- 
tion." With  such  an  opinion  I  have  no  sympathy,  and  I  am  happy  to  report 
that  such  ideas  prevail  to  a  very  limited  extent  in  this  county. 
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Like  caaet  prodace  liktf  effects.  If  the  system  works  advantageouslj  in 
other  coantries,  why  not  in  Nora  Scotia?  It  has  filled  the  schools,  educated 
the  masses — elevated  the  tone  of  Society — promoted  the  intellectual^  the 
moral,  the  religious,  and  eren  the  physical  powe  r  of  other  countries,  we  want 
the  same  here  in  Nora  Scotia. 

If  parents  are  illiterate,  and  can  not  appreciate  the  blessings  of  Education — 
if  they  are  ricious,  and  pests  of  society,  are  they  to  be  allowed  to  train  their 
oibpring  to  perpetuate  the  evil  T  certainly  not.  The  grand  design  of  ciTil 
government  is  the  good  of  the  body  politic ;  and  the  accomplishment  of  this 
end  requires  the  enactment  of  such  laws  as  will  secure  the  greatest  amowKi  of 
good  to  ike  greaiut  poenUe  number. 

It  is  uniyersally  conceded  that  Education  constitutes  the  basis  of  prosperity 
in  erery  respect ;  and  hence  the  goyernment  should  not  only  proyide  Educa- 
tion ybr  oBf  but  should  apply  it  to  aU.  The  laws  of  our  land  punish  parents 
for  maltreating  their  children ;  but  what  abuse  of  the  body  is  to  be  compared 
to  the  abuse  of  the  soul  by  depriying  it  of  education  ?  The  State  has  a  soye- 
reign  right  in  every  child  as  well  ai  the  parents,  and  she  has  a  perfect  right  to 
step  in  and  save  them  from  parental  abuse. 

However,  it  is  not  my  province  to  enter  into  argumentation  here,  but  to 
report  the  state  of  matters  and  the  wishes  of  the  people. 

During  the  year  I  have  addressed  sixiy  public  meetings,  and  in  every  in- 
stance directed  attention  to  this  point.  In  every  section,  except  one,  the  sen- 
timent was  favorable  to  the  principle,  and  in  many  it  was  strongly  urged.  That 
section  objected  in  the  following  words:  **  If  you  compel  them  to  attend 
school  you  must  clothe  them  to  make  them  fit  to  come,  and  in  some  cases  you 
must  feed  them  too.** 

Tke  School  Law, — The  principle  of  our  law  is  now  as  unassailed  as  it  is  in- 
controvertible. In  no  section,  and  at  no  meeting  which  I  held,  was  there  an 
objection  raised,  except  at  Springville,  Section  14,  South  Pictou.  At  the 
close  of  our  address  there, /our  gentlemen  expressed  themselves  admirers  of 
'*  the  good  old  system,"  and  uttered  hard  things  against  the  whole  law,  its 
authors  and  its  advocates.  The  body  of  the  meeting  did  not  seem  to  sympa- 
thise with  their  views.  So  far  as  came  under  my  observation,  these /our  gen- 
tlemen constitute  the  opposition  in  this  County. 

Whilst  the  principle  is  universally  popular,  there  are  certain  amendments 
imperatively  called  for.  Some  of  the  amendments  made  in  June,  1869, 
operate  iojuriously,  and  have  elicited  strong  disapprobation.  The  clause 
exempting  the  property  of  aged  men,  ministers,  &c.,  to  the  amount  of  #1000, 
is  the  most  obnoxious  to  the  masses  of  our  people.  I  am  persuaded  that  peti- 
tions will  be  presented  to  the  Legislature  for  its  repeal. 

Sections  requiring  new  houses  have  decided  not  to  build  during  the  conti- 
nuance of  that  law,  inasmuch  as  a  large  portion  of  the  property  will  be 
exempt  from  assessment.  As  an  illustration,  there  is  one  section  in  which 
there  are  only  13  rate-payers ;  8  of  whom,  owning  the  best  properties,  are 
exempted, — leaving  the  five  youngest  and  poorest  men  to  build  a  new  house, 
(which  is  now  much  needed,  as  the  old  is  condemned,  being  unfit  for  school 
purposes).    In  each  of  the  8  fismilies  there  are  young  men,  soon  to  be,  if  not 
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now,  the  bona  Jide  proprietors.  Thoy,  in  a  short  ti&e,  will  eigoy  the  bentfiti 
of  a  school-house  which  '*  neither  they  nor  their  fathers  "  helped  to  build. 

The  principle  of  the  law  should  be  of  unirersal  application,  inasmuch  as 
the  results  aimed  at  are  of  unirersal  adrantage.  But  if  aged  men  should  be 
exempted  to  some  extent,  let  the  exemption  be  restricted  to  those  who  hare 
educated  their  families,  and  not  to  old  bachelors  who  have  neglected  their 
duty,  and  to  men  with  families  of  school  age ;  and  let  the  exemption  be  limited 
to  the  maintenance  of  the  school,  not  extend  to  the  building  of  school- 
houses. 

After  mature  deliberation  and  conference  with  friends  of  Education,  I  be- 
liere  that  amendments  such  as  I  here  briefly  outline,  would  secure  almost 
unirersal  satisfaction. 

Rescind  the  exemption  clause  entirely,  or  modify  it  so  that  it  will  extend  to 
men  who  hare  adudUy  educated  their  families,  and  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
schools ;  not  to  the  building  of  houses. 

Raise  the  County  per  capita  tax  from  SO  to  40  cents  (or  50,  if  necessary) 
and  dispense  with  sectional  assessment  for  the  support  of  schools,  leaving  it 
optional  with  sections  to  supplement  or  not,  and  to  raise  any  supplement  in 
such  manner  as  they  deem  best  suited  to  their  circumstances. 

Exact  a  poll-tax  of  one  dollar  of  erery  male  21  years  of  age  and  upwards 
(not  of  paupers,  as  some  erroneously  argue  is  the  case  now,)  not  rated  in 
respect  of  real  or  personal  property ;  and  that  it  be  collected  and  paid  into  the 
County  treasury,  and  disbursed  with  the  County  fUnd.  Let  the  moneys  be 
apportioned  as  they  now  are. 

The  30  cents  per  head  being  now  paid  in  a  lump  sum,  many  are  not  aware 
they  pay  anything  for  school  purposes,  and  there  are  no  complaints ;  whereas 
much  difficulty  and  rexation  are  experienced  in  realizing  a  rery  small  sum  by 
sectional  assessment. 

Some  argue  that  supporting  the  schools  by  direct  taxation  destroys  thai 
proper  sense  of  indiridual  responsibility  essential  to  success.  If  all  had  a 
proper  sense  of  their  indiridual  responsibility,  and  were  willing  to  act  upon 
it,  there  might  be  some  force  in  the  objection.  But  we  hare  to  deal  with 
matters  as  they  are,  and  not  as  they  ought  to  be. 

The  idea  of  encouraging  Teachers  to  continue  in  the  serrice  by  increasing 
the  prorincial  allowance  to  men  of  large  experience,  is  considered  a  wise  and 
proper  measure.    The  scale  suggested  is  farorably  receired. 

The  appointment  of  an  examination-station  in  N.  Glasgow  has  giren  unirer- 
sal satisfaction. 

It  is  generally  considered  that  it  would  prore  more  satis&etory  to  hare  the 
time  of  the  summer  racations  determined,  so  that  all  schools  should  close  at 
the  same  time. 

I  may  state  that  at  all  my  public  meetings  these  proposed  alterations  were 
discussed,  and  (with  the  exception  already  cited)  were  approred. 

J^ional  Lahorif  ^c. — While  it  is  proper  that  due  attention  be  deroted  to 
the  work  of  the  school-room,  the  teachers  and  pupils  are  not  the  parties  now 
demanding  most  attention.  The  people  require  tu  be  educated  in  their  duties, 
and  stimulated  to  their  proper  performance.    Impressed  with  this  conriction, 
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I  hare  giren  myielf  wholly  to  the  work.  It  is  too  grare  and  momentous  to 
bt  made  a  secondary  consideration.  I  inaugurated  a  system  of  public  meet- 
ings and  lectures  on  Education.  At  the  close  of  my  address  an  opportunity 
is  offered  to  all  parties  to  ask  questions,  or  offer  remarks,  as  they  think 
proper.  In  this  way  information  is  mutually  imparted  and  received,  and  I 
trust  good  will  result. 

During  the  year  I  have  made,  (in  Winter  term  127  and  in  Summer  148), 
170  official  examinations  and  30  semi-official  risits,  besides  visiting  vacant 
Sections  and  fulfilling  appointments  made  by  the  Boards  of  Commissioners  in 
the  examination  of  controverted  boundaries  and  settlement  of  disputes ;  mak- 
ing in  all  312  visits.  I  have  addressed  60  Public  meetings  on  Education,  with 
a  few  occasional  addresses  on  kindred  subjects. 

When  attention  has  been  directed  to  the  state  of  Education  in  our  County 
and  in  the  Province  prior  to  the  operation  of  the  present  law,  and  to  what  it 
now  is,  it  creates  astonishment,  breaks  down  prejudice.  When  the  Public 
are  informed,  that  in  1856  **  the  School-going  population  of  our  Province  was 
88,168.  That  in  1864  it  amounted  to  37,646  being  an  increase  of  only  4,383 
in  a  period  of  8  years ;  that  in  1869  it  amounted  to  93,731  being  an  increase  in 
5  years  of  56,186.  That  in  the  County  of  Pictou  in  1864  we  had  109  Schools 
and  4996  children  nominally  in  attendance ;  in  1869  we  have  148  duly  orga- 
nised schools,  and  8527  pupils  in  nominal  attendance,  being  an  increase  of  89 
Schools  and  of  3531  pupils, — that  we  have  built  72  new  school  houses  and 
altered  and  repaired  many  old  ones,  and  that  all  our  schools  are  supported  at 
a  cost  (including  County  and  Provincial  moneys)  of  about  40  cents  per  pupil 
2fM  than  under  the  old  system,  not  taking  into  consideration  the  superiority  of 
the  quality  and  of  the  quantity  of  Education  imparted ;  incredulity  strikes 
some  minds,  and  admiration  fills  many.  I  cannot  close  this  Report  more  ap- 
propriately than  by  quoting  the  remarks  of  a  worthy  old  gentleman  (of 
upwards  of  three  score  and  ten  years)  at  the  close  of  my  address  on  one  occa- 
sion. He  seemed  perfectly  delighted  with  the  progreis  made,  and  rejoiced 
that  he  had  lived  to  see  such  a  state  of  Education  in  Nova  Scotia  the  land  of 
his  adoption,  and  concluded  his  remarks  with  the  words  **  The  Lerd  hath  done 
great  things  for  us  whereof  we  are  glad.**  **  Let  us  thank  Him  for  that  where- 
unto  we  have  attained,  and  let  us  testify  our  gratitude  by  greater  zeal  and 
fidelity  for  the  future.  He  may  have  still  greater  blessings  in  store  for  our 
country."    All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Daitibl  McDonald. 
Bit.  a.  S.  HinrT,  A.  M., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 
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ANNAPOUS  COUNTY. 
Bey.  Gbobob  Abmstbono,  Inspector. 

Sir,— I  beg  to  present  the  following  brief  Report  of  Educational  work  in 
the  Pablic  Schools  of  Annapolis  Countj  for  the  jear  ended  Oct.  81,  1870. 

It  is  matter  of  gratification  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  number  of  Schools 
^n  operation  the  past  jear  is  greater  than  in  anj  previous  jear.  The  number 
stands  thus  :— 


Winter  Term,  Annapolis  West. 
Summer  do.  do. 


.37 
.42 


Total  for  District 79 

Winter  Term,  Annapolis  East 49 

Summer  do.  do.  ...• • 54 

Total  for  District 108 


The  aggregate  number  of  Pupils  attending  these  Schools  is,— > 

Winter  Term,  Annapolis  West 

Summer  do.  do.  


Total. 


Winter  Term,  Annapolis  East. 
Summer  do.  do. 


.1782 
.1877 

MOO 

.2197 
.2100 


ToUl 4297 

The  Teachers  emplojed  in  the  County  stand  as  to  class  thus  :— 


Winter  Term 
Summer  do.. 


B  |o  Id  JB  JTotal  JMale  JFbnuae 


18 
16 


86 
44 


28 
29 


86 
98 


57 
44 


29 
54 


Airintonts. 


8  Grade  C 
2    "        " 


These  Teachers  as  a  whole,  considering  the  difference  of  dass,  and  making 
reasonable  allowance  for  the  jouth  and  inexperience  of  some,  have  performed 
their  work  with  intelligence,  earnestness  and  success. 

A  respectable  number  of  the  Teachers  are  evidentlj  improving  in  power 
and  efficiency,  and  are  by  study,  observation,  and  well-directed  efforts  put 
forth  in  the  eiercise  of  their  noble  calling,  constantly  adding  to  their  stores  of 
knowledge  snd  their  ability  to  properly  teach  and  govern  the  Schools  com- 
mitted to  their  charge.  The  work  required  even  in  the  humblest,  most  unpro* 
mising  and  backward  School,  if  rightly  and  perseveringly  performed,  cannot 
fail  to  greatly  benefit  the  pupils  and  Teacher  both  mentally  and  morally. 

It  is  very  encouraging  to  see  Teachers  diligently  cultivating  their  own 
powess  while  fiuth(\illy  performing  their  proper  work  in  thd  School,  and  thus 
fODdering  themaelves  mod  the  Schools  under  their  tuition  and  training  more 
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efficient  and  worthj  of  confidence  and  sapport  ererj  term.  It  ii  a  matter  of 
regret  that  occasionally  a  Teacher  is  discovered  who  does  not  seem  to  perceive 
and  feel  tlie  g^reat  importance  and  responsibilities  of  his  or  her  office  and  work ; 
and  who  £ul  therefore,  in  some  cases  seriously,  to  exert  the  proper  inflaence 
for  the  highest  good  of  their  pupils,  and  to  make  the  best  of  the  time  and 
opportunities  placed  so  largely  at  the  disposal  of  every  teacher.  Many  how- 
ever, see  and  feel  the  responsibilities  of  their  position,  and  labour  earnestly 
to  be  equal  to  the  great  and  arduous  work  assigned  them. 

Quite  a  large  proportion  of  the  Teachers  are  young  and  inexperienced,  and 
therefore  need  help  and  encouragement;  and  it  is  the  aim  and  desire  as  well 
as  the  duty  of  the  Education  Officers  here  to  encourage  and  idd  such  as  f ar  a« 
possible  in  their  important  work. 

While  the  Schools  have  in  general  exhibited  a  fair  amount  of  progress,  a 
considerable  number  have  done  remarkably  well.    In  the  case  of  these  latter 
a  combination  of  favourable  circumstances,  amounting  to  an  intelligible  cause, 
was  found  to  exist.    There  were  Teachers  well  equipped  for  their  work,  eam- 
est|  diligent,  judicious; — ^regular   attendance,   comfortable  accommodation, 
suitable  apparatus  and  co-operation  on  the  part  of  Trustees  and  people.  Where 
these  conditions,  or  the  more  important  of  them,  existed,  success  more  or 
less  complete  and  satis&ctory  has  rewarded  those  Sections  that  had  discrimi-' 
nation,  energy  and  liberality  enough  to  make  so  complete,  wise  and  necessary 
provision  for  the  education  of  their  children.    I  have  also  observed  that  a 
failure  to  obtain  satisfactory  results  fh>m  Schools  can  be  directly  traced  to 
neglect  or  failure  to  secure  the  necessary  conditions.    A  good  teacher  is  a 
mu  qua  fioit, — an  essential, — without  such  teacher,  a  good  School,  one  really 
and  thoroughly  good,  is  an  impossibility.    Regular  attendance  is  also  essen- 
tial  to  large  and  satis&ctory  results.    The  teacher  and  pupils  must  be  brought 
into  contact  every  day  in  order  that  the  former  may  impart — and  the  latter 
receive.    However  competent,  earnest,  and  diligent  the  Teacher  may  be,  he 
cannot  teach,  train  and  mould  the  pupils,  unless  the  latter  are  present.     8up« 
posing  the  Teacher  and  the  equipment  to  be  what  is  required  to  have  an 
efficient  School,  all  this  outlay  and  provision  is  in  vain,  unless  the  pnpila 
attend ;  and  in  proportion  as  irregularity  of  attendance  exists,  there  is  to  that 
extent  in  general,  a  loss  of  power,  efficiency  and  progress  in  the  Schools. 
It  is  to  be  deplored  that  during  the  past  year,  and  paiticularly  the  last  tenui 
the  attendance  was  quite  irregular  in  many  of  the  Schools.    This  irregularity 
is  in  my  opinion  one  of  the  greatest  hindrances  existing  among  us  to  the 
requisite  Educational  work  and  progress  in  the  Public  Schools ;  and  will,  on* 
less  a  wise  and  efficient  remedy  be  applied,  continue  to  operate  iiguriously  to 
the  best  interests  of  the  people  and  the  progress  of  the  country.    If  parents 
generally  felt  the  importance  of  Education  for  their  children,  and  these  latter 
were  generally  awake  to  its  great  power  and  value  for  themselves,  this  fear* 
All  obstruction  to  the  Educational  advancement  of  the  country  would  be 
greatly  lessened,  or  almost  disappear.    But  seeing   the  principal  agents  in 
causing  the  hindrance  are  either  averse  to  Education,  or  indifTerent  to  its 
great  value  and  use,  and  therefore  indisposed  to  make  the  necessary  sacrifice 
to  secure  so  great  a  blessing  for  their  ^children,  the  work  of  reform  must  be 
sl(»w  indeed,  if  Teachers  and  other  friends  of  Education  and  irue  progress  are 
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io  wait  for  the  gradual  enlightenment  of  such  agents  by  ordinary  and  exerting 
appliances. 

No  doubt  pofterty  causes  the  irregularity  in  a  comparatlTelj  few  cases ;  but 
bj  far  the  largest  amount  of  the  irregularity  aiises  from  covetousness,  conve** 
nience,  or  indifference  to  indiridual  or  public  good  of  high  and  commanding 
character.  Nothing  can,  in  my  humble  opinion  thoroughly  and  soon  remove 
tbig  great  eril,  this  towering  obstruction  to  continuous,  enlarged  educational 
progress  among  us,  but  considerate,  wise,  stringent  Legislatire  Enactment 
enforcing  attendance  at  the  Public  Schools.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Legis- 
lature will  ere  long  see  the  way  clear  to  pass  a  measure  of  this  character,  and 
thus  confer  on  the  Prorince  a  power  and  a  benefit  of  incalculable  ralue,— one 
of  culminating  excellence  te  School  Legislation,  and  necessary  to  perfect  the 
Educational  machinery  of  the  country,  and  to  keep  that  machinery  working  to 
its  ftill  capacity,  and  to  the  production  of  the  highest  profit  and  good  to  all 
concerned. 

In  addition  to  irregularity  of  attendance  it  seems  proper  to  mention  two 
ethei  prominent  obstacles  to  full  success,  though  much  less  infiuential  than 
the  one  just  referred  to. 

Too  fr0qu$ni  changt  of  TeaektrB  on  insufficienij  or  unworthy  ground*.  See- 
lions  sometimes  change  a  teacher  who  has  prored  hinuelf  competent,  earnest 
and  successful,  for  one  much  less  competent,  or  for  one  who  has  proved  a 
fkilure  elsewhere,  or  for  one  who  lacks  experience,  proper  training,  or  weight 
of  character.  Someimes  a  Teacher  competent  perhaps  to  teach  and  manage 
a  school  of  inferior  status  with  tolerable  success,  is  employed  for  a  school  of 
high  general  standing.  Failure  to  obtain  satisfactory  results  firom  schools  in 
such  circumstances  is  a  consequence  that  may  reasonably  be  anticipated, 
and  almost  inrariably  occurs.  And  all  this  fidlure  comes  either  from  incon- 
sideration,  or  incompetency  on  the  part  of  Trustees,  or  from  parnnumy  on  the 
part  of  Sections,  that  in  order  to  lessen  the  expenditure,  a  few  dollars  would 
place  the  School  in  circunutances  where  progress  is  almost  an  impossibility. 
I  suppose  Legislation  would  find  it  difilcult  to  derise  a  remedy  for  this  eril. 

Tht  almoit  periodic  ckang9  of  FupiU  io  largely  exiittng  uriou$ly  reiards 
MduecUional  work  and  progr$si  in  many  Sidions,  The  Winter  and  Sununer 
Schools  are  frequently  not  composed  of  same  pupils ;  indeed  in  some  cases 
each  term  has  almost  a  new  school,  and  the  Teacher  is  thus  required  to  work 
on  new  material,  and  does  so  in  these  circumstances  under  great  disadvan* 
tage.  The  School  of  the  winter  composed,  as  it  generally  is,  of  the  more 
advanced  youth  of  the  Section,  and  to  whose  improvement  the  teacher  has 
principally,  if  not  exclusively,  devoted  his  energies  and  labours  for  five  or  six 
months,  usually  leave  at  the  close  of  the  term ;  and  their  place  is  filled  for  the 
remainder  of  the  year  perhaps  by  the  younger  children  who  in  consequence 
of  Ihe  cold,  or  the  crowded  condition  of  the  Schools,  were  unable  to  attend 
during  the  winter.  From  this  change  the  Teacher's  work  is  seriously  im- 
peded, or  cut  short  in  one  or  the  other  class  of  pupils,  if  not  on  both.  Com- 
pulsory attendance  judiciously  authorised  and  enforced  with  proper  discrimi- 
nation, would  doubtless  greatly  reduce,  or  remove  this  evil.  But  progreta 
has  been  elTected,  notwithstanding  these  obstructions ;  but  how  much  mor« 


ANNAPOLIS    COUNTY.  •  65 

eztensiye  and  satisfactory  would  the  progress  have  been,  had  these  hindrances 
been  removedi  or  if  they  had  not  existed !  Ail  proper  effbrta  ought  to  be 
employed  for  their  removal  as  far  as  possible. 

The  County  Academy  continues  to  perform  its  assigned  work  in  an  efficient 
and  satisfactory  manner.  The  High  School  Department  had  a  large  number 
of  pupils  under  tuition  and  training  than  in  any  preceding  year, — and  is 
increasing  in  interest,  efficiency  and  usefulness. 

No  School  houses  have  been  opened  for  use  in  the  following  Sections ; — 
CUmenispori^  Gates  Mountain,  Hessian  West,  H%llshoro\  Williamston  South, 
WxRiamston  North,  Paradise,  Victory.  Salem  has  just  completed  a  new 
School  house, — much  needed  and  quite  creditable  to  the  Section.  Oreelfland, 
some  time  since  despoiled  of  its  new  School  by,  as  it  is  believed,  incendiary 
hands,  is  now  building  a  new  one  to  replace  it. 

The  furniture  is  improving,  and  suitable  apparatus  is  supplied  in  a  larger 
number  of  schools  than  previously  was  observed.  The  interest  of  the  people 
in  the  cause  of  Education  is  considcrabl  on  the  increaje.  The  condition  o  f 
the  Schools  is— on  the  whole — one  of  progress  and  of  much  promise ;  but  tht 
expense,  work,  care,  and  supervision  must  be  continued,  and  increased,  where 
necessary,  in  order  to  secure  to  the  people,  especially  the  younger  portion  of 
it,  the  greatest  amount  of  benefit  from  the  School  Law,  and  the  appliances  it 
provides  and  encourages  for  supplying  as  far  as  possible  the  blessings  of  a  good 
Education  to  all  the  youth  of  the  Province. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

George  Arustroko. 
Ret.  a.  S.  Hunt,  M.  A., 

Sui)onntendent  of  Education, — Halifax. 
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LUNENBURG  COUNTY. 

W.  M*  B.  Law60n, — Inspector. 

\  Snt)— tn  accordance  with  the  law,  I  heg  leave  respectfully  to  submit 
the  following  Annual  Report  of  the  Public  Schools  in  this  Countj  for  the  past 
•School  year. 

In  the  winter  term  there  had  been  Eighty-three  Schools  and  Departments  in 
operation  with  4135  registered  pupils,  and  in  the  Summer  term  we  had  Eighty- 
four  Schools  at  work  with  3609  registered  pupils.  This  decrease  in  the  number 
of  pupils  in  attendance  in  the  Summer  term  is  of  ordinary  occurrence  in  this 
County  and  arises  from  a  rariety  of  causes  not  easy  of  explanation. 

The  number  of  Teachers  of  each  Grade  employed  during  both  terms  will 
appear  by  the  following  table  t 


Grade 

a.|b. 

0. 

D. 

E. 

Male 

Female 

Total. 

Winter 

1 

1 

10 

18 
20 

30 
3ft 

17 
20 

42 
83 

48 

62 

85 
85 

ISummer 

At  the  Examination  in  March,  twenty-four  Candidates  came  forward,  eighteen 
•f  whom  were  successful,  and  at  the  Examination  in  September  eighteen  ap« 
plied  and  sixteen  of  them  obtained  licence. 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  past  School  year,  the  two  Districts  of 
Lunenburglk  and  New  Dublin  have  been  united,  which  necessitated  the  renum- 
bering of  the  different  Sections  in  the  District  of  New  Dublin.  The  newly 
constructed  District  now  contains  99  Sections,  and  the  District  of  Chester  28 — 
making  in  the  whole  County  127  Sections.  In  a  good  many  of  these  Sections 
the  people  are  Fery  poor,  few  in  number  and  scattered  over  a  large  surface  of 
country,  therefore  they  have  much  difficulty  in  getting  up  and  maintaining  a 
School;  ia  sereral  of  these  howerer  the  people  make  an  effort  to  hare  Schools 
for  at  least  part  of  the  year. 

Irregularity  of  attendance  still  continues  to  be  of  too'frequent  occurrence  in 
many  of  our  Schools ;  the  arerage  attendance  in  this  County  being  only  a  little 
orer  57  per  cent,  of  the  number  registered  for  the  past  term. 

I  am  happy  howoTor  to  be  able  to  say  that  a  rery  considerable  improrement 
has  been  made  by  many  Schools  in  this  County  in  all  the  branches  studied,  but 
particularly  ia  reading  and  Arithmetic ;  sufficient  attention  to  writing  has  not 
hitherto  been  paid  by  sereral  teachers.  Copies  are  set  before  the  pupils  and 
they  are  allowed  to  write  them  just  as  they  please  without  the  necessary  care- 
ful superrision  of  the  teacher  or  indeed  any  supervision  at  all,  the  teacher, 
during  all  the  time  of  writing,  being  carefhlly  particular  in  paying  attention  to 
•oniething  else;  the  consequence  is,  that  the  exercise  is  carelessly  perform e  dt 
gh^  last  lines  of  the  copy  being  worst  than  the  first. 
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Aeadifny. — This  institation  is  now  working  rerj  well,  and  tolerably  satia- 
Uctonl^f  but  has  changed  its  Head  Master  too  freqaentlj  to  be  satisfactorily 
«ficient.  It  is  graded  in  ire  Departments,  bat  a  sixth  is  peremptorilj  called 
for.  The  bailding  is  all  that  could  be  wished  for,  and  it  is  furnished  with 
mlmost  ererything  necessary  to  comfort  and  conrenience. 

BovMet, — Of  the  127  Sections  in  the  Oovnty,  six  are  yet  nnproTided 
with  School-houses,  two  of  these,  however,  will  in  all  probability  build  during 
the  present  year.  A  neat  and  commodious  house  has  been  built  at  Chester 
Basin.  One  also  has  been  built  at  Newcombville  in  New  Dublin,  another  in 
the  Section  of  Bayswater  in  the  District  of  Chester,  and  a  fourth  has  been 
built  in  Upper  Cornwall,  Lunenburg  District.  A  new  and  commodious  house 
also  is  now  being  built  at  Bridgewater  Bast,  and  will  be  ready  for  occupation 
in  the  Spring. 

A  sum  of  money  has  been  voted  to  rebuild  the  School-house  in  Lower 
Chelsea,  which  was  burnt  down  a  few  years  since.  A  new  house  would  have 
been  erected  there  ere  this,  but  that  the  people  could  not  agree  on  the  site. 
A  new  frame  idso  put  up  in  Newbum  last  summer  was  unfortunately  blown 
4own  by  a  gale  of  wind  in  August  last,  and  very  much  shattered.    I  fear  there 
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is  but  Uttle  hope  of  its  re-erection  this  winter.  Severa^  other  houses  hare 
been  repaired  and  improved,— very  few  Sectiens  being  now  satisfied  with  a 
mean  looking  School-house. 

Apparatus. — A  very  considerable  minority  of  our  Schools  are  now  tolerably 
well  supplied  with  the  necessary  Apparatus,  but  there  is  still  a  great  deficiency 
in  many  instances,  in  the  extent  of  Black-board  surface,  and  there  is  also  a  too 
great  persistence  in  preferring  a  painted  board  to  a  plastered  surface  on  the 
walls,  which  if  properly  prepared  (and  the  preparation  is  not  diflicult)  is  equal 
4e  Slate  and  with  care  may  be  very  durable. 

Vitits. — During  the  past  year  I  have  made  175  visits,  and  have  examined 
169  Schools  and  Departments,  and  have  reported  at  length  upon  the  condition 
and  progress  of  each  to  the  respective  Boards  of  Commissioners,  at  their  half- 
yearly  meetings. 

Bookt. — The  Nova  Scotia  series  of  reading  books  is  now  entirely  nsed  in  ail 
our  Schools,  although  in  some  of  them  Uie  supply  is  by  no  means  equal  to 
their  wants ;  in  but  few  Schools  however  is  proper  classification  impeded  by 
4he  scarcity  of  books.  Teachers  can  now  ne  longer  have  any  excuse  for  the 
omission  of  the  study  ef  General  Geography  in  their  Schools  for  the  want  of  a 
proper  text-bouk  on  that  subject,  as  Mr*  Calkin's  excellent  treatise  is  now 
pnblisbed  and  is  within  the  reach  of  all.  An  authorized  treatise  on  English 
Grammar  is  much  needed,  and  I  aiocerely  hope  its  appearance  will  toon  be 
announced. 

FiinUiur§, — A  long  stride  has  been  made  in  the  right  direction  as  regards 
School  fiimitare.  In  very  many  Sections  a  goodly  number  of  our  School- 
kooset  are  now  fhrnished  with  seats  and  desks  of  a  convenient  desoriptioB,  ia 
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most  cases  properly  graded,  and  some  of  our  principal  Schools  are  famished 
with  the  patent  desk  and  chair.  In  nearlj  eTery  instance,  where  the  old  and 
objectionable  furniture  becomes  unfit  for  farther  use,  its  place  is  supplied  with 
something  more  convenient  and  respectable. 

Too  frequent  change  of  Teachers. — The  progress  of  many  of  our  Schools  is 
much  impeded  by  this,  and  it  is  an  evil  which  I  fear  will  still  continue  to  be 
practised  until  both  teachers  and  trustees  set  their  faces  against  it  and  mutu- 
ally agree  to  put  it  down. 

Registratton. — In  this  matter  a  great  improveme  nt  has  taken  place  during 
the  past  year,  for  now,  generally  speaking,  the  Registers  are  carefully  and 
correctly  kept,  in  most  instances  the  averages  are  brought  up  to  the  end  of 
each  week,  and  not  as  formerly  left  unattended  to  until  the  end  of  the  quarter 
or  term ;  they  are  also  in  many  instances  very  neatly  and  cleanly  written  out. 

Reading, — I  am  glxul  to  be  able  to  report  that,  in  th  is  important  branch  a 
▼ery  great  improvement  has  taken  place  within  these  two  yean  past,  many 
suggestions  upon  which  I  have  felt  called  upon  particularly  to  insist,  have  in 
most  cases  been  stfictly  attended  to  and  in  consequence  the  style  of  reading, 
although  yet  not  by  any  means  faultless,  is  really  much  improved.  It  appears 
to  be  almost  impossible  to  teach  a  child  to  pronounce  many  common  English 
words  correctly  in  localities  where  the  German  language  is  principally  the 
mother  tongue.  In  many  instances  the  v  is  persistently  converted  into  w  and 
the  w  into  v,  the  th  into  d,  and  the  d  into  ^,  also  the  p  into  5,  and  the  b  into 
|7~this  defect  it  seems  very  difficult  to  correct. 

Drawing. — In  several  Schools  drawing  from  model  Cards  and  copying  Maps 
are  successfully  practised  and  some  rery  good  specimens  have  been  produced* 

Vocal  Music, — This  healthful  and  pleasing  exercise  is  rery  generally  prac- 
tised in  most  of  the  Schools  in  the  County ;  but  is  scientifically  taught  in  none. 

School  Eetumi. — In  these,  generally  speaking,  much  improrement  has  been 
made,  and  yet  more  is  still  wanting.  Several  teachers  still  continue  to  make 
out  more  teaching  days  in  a  term  than  there  really  are,  this  mistake  is  how- 
ever on  the  decrease,  and  some  of  the  A.  Returns  are  carefully  corrected,  and 
neatly  filled  in,  while  some  are  just  the  reverse.  But  the  greatest  trouble  is 
with  the  B.  Returns,  for  it  seems  very  difficult  to  convince  many  Trustees  of 
the  absolute  necessity  of  taking  care  to  have  all  the  queries  answered,  and 
frequently  those  of  most  importance  are  entirely  overlooked,  thus  making  it 
next  to  impossible  to  table  them  satisfactorily.  This  year  I  have  been  able  to 
get  in  all  the  B.  Returns  but  one,  an4  it  I  have  good  reason  to  believe  was 
sent  but  never  came  to  hand. 

Clasiification  and  Mod*  of  rMc^fit^.— CHiassiflcation,  although  somewhat 
defective  in  many  of  our  Schools,  yet  seems  to  be  better  understood  now  than 
iormerlyi  yet  many  of  our  teachers  hamper  themselvee  and  mar  the  efficiency 
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of  their  Schools  by  multiplyin^?  classes.  I  am  constantly  counselling  them  to 
avoid  this,  and  to  restrict  themselves  even  in  the  larger  miscellaneous  Schools 
to  three  or  at  most  four  divisions,  for  the  more  classes  they  make  the  more 
will  they  seem  to  require,  until  at  last  a  separate  class  will  seem  to  be  required 
for  each  pupil  and  then  the  teacher's  time  will  be  frittered  uselessly  away,  he 
himself  will  be  kept  in  a  continual  fret  and  turmoil,  and  the  School  become  a 
mass  of  disorder  and  confusion. 

In  some  small  Schools  I  frequently  see  all  the  seven  Readers  in  daily  use, 
and  were  they  seventeen  instead  of  seven,  I  believe  that  some  teachers  wouM 
have  them  all  in  daily  use.  I  have  steadily  set  my  face  against  this  and  am 
glad  to  find  with  some  good  effect. 

Progrest. — In  most  of  the  Schools,  Readiag,  Writing,  Arithmetic,  and 
Geography  of  Nova  Scotia,  are  the  branches  which  receive  most  attention, 
and  a  judicious  appointment  of  time  is  generally  speaking  given  to  each : — 
English  Grammar  and  Analysis  are  attended  to  somewliat  in  all  with  but  few 
exceptions,  and  in  some  of  the  Schools  with  vory  apparent  success,  but  in 
some  the  progress  has  hardly  been  equal  to  the  time  and  labour  expended  on 
tiiem,  yet  I  am  happy  to  say  that  in  a  large  majority  of  the  Schools  very  con- 
siderable improvement  in  all  the  branches  attended  to  was  quite  perceptible. 

Oral  lessons  are  not  sufficiently  attended  to  in  any  of  our  Schools  and  in  too 
many  there  is  a  great  deal  too  much  text-book  work. 

In  conclusion  however,  I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  teachers  in  this  County 
taken  as  a  class  have  laboured  zealously  and  faithfully,  and  some  of  them 
both  male  and  female  have  attained  considerable  eminence  in  their  profession, 
but  when  so  many  have  been  straining  every  nerve  to  keep  up  to  the  mark,  I 
deem  it  both  injudicious  and  ungenerous  to  particularize. 

I  beg  leave  further  to  add  that  in  all  my  official  visits  as  well  at  all  other 
times,  I  have  met  with  unremitted  kindness  from  Commissioners,  Trustees, 
Teachers  and  others,  and  I  now  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  of  tendering 
them  my  most  hearty  thanks. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by. 

Reverend  Sir, 

Your  very  Obedient  Servant, 

W.  M.  B.  LAWSON. 
Bbv.  A.  S.  HcTKT,  A.  M. 

Superintendent  of  Education. 
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Rbt.  W.  S.  Basbaoh,  Inspector. 

Time  in  its  rapid  flight  has  brought  me  to  the  point,  when  according  to 
legal  enactment  I  hare  to  forward  to  you  my  annual  Report  on  the  Public 
Schools  of  this  County,  for  the  school  year  ended  October  Slat,  1870.  In  dis- 
oharging  this  duty  a  second  time,  on  some  points  sameness  must  occur  as  the 
work  goes  on  in  the  usual  way,  and  the  progress  is  not  so  rapid  as  to  require 
much  change  in  reporting  it.  It  is  with  much  satisfaction  that  I  now  state 
that  I  hare  no  case  of  opposition  to  the  school  law  to  chronicle  this  year.  The 
Free  School  is  gaining  ground ;  indeed  the  last  school  year  has  been  one  of 
much  progress  in  this  County,  and  the  habit  of  Education  will  progress.  The 
spirit  of  litigation  which  raged  so  fiercely  about  school  sitev  for  the  last  two 
years  is  rery  much  quieted.  I  trust  that  before  another  year  passes,  all  these 
troubles  will  be  remored— that  peace  and  knowledge  will  take  the  place  of 
strife  and  burning,  blessing  erery  section  in  our  County,  and  making  the  ne> 
fleeted  child  of  our  backwoods  sing — 

Appolus  choir 
I  stom,  but  Cadmus  all  my  rerse  inspire. 
Twas  Cadmus  who  the  first  material  brought, 
Of  all  the  learning  that  has  since  been  taught. 
Again— 

Eren  little  girls  the  noisy  charms  of  school  declare. 

And  **  Bub  "  with  Taus  and  Deltas  makes  his  mo^er  state. 

I  risited  every  school  in  operation  but  one  during  the  last  term,  and  quite 
a  few  I  yisited  twice.  In  the  first  term  of  the  school  year  there  were  105 
•choels  and  departments  in  operation,  108  teachers  and  assistants. 

This  table  will  show  at  a  glance  their  number,  sex  and  grade. 


A. 

B. 

0. 

D.              £.      1     Toul.      1 

1 

7 

16 
32 

U 

26 

19 

58  Male 
70  Female 

1 

7 

48 

40 

12 

108 

1st  or 
Winter  Term. 


In  the  3nd  or  Summer  Term — there  were  106  schools  and  departments  in 
operation,  with  a  staff  of  112  teachers  and  assistants.  The  annexed  table  ex- 
kibits  their  grade  and  sex. 


2nd  or 
Summer  Term. 


A.       1       B. 

0. 

D. 

£. 

Total. 

2 

5 

15 
SO 

7 
S2 

21 

29  Males 

8S 

2 

5 

45 

$9 

21 

112 

CUMBERLAND  COUNTY. 

If  we  take  into  consideration  the  losies  which  the  people  of  this  County  hare 
had  to  sustain  during  the  jear,  in  the  effects  of  the  great  tidal  ware  which  left 
the  marshes  swept  bare,  and  the  amount  of  capital  sunk  in  building  new  dykei» 
not  to  mention  other  losses  on  Public  Works,  the  great  effort  of  keeping  the 
number  of  schools  to  the  maximum  will  be  evident.  The  results  of  the  school 
year  in  thh  respect  are  greater  than  could  hare  been  expected  in  the  circum- 
stances. 

Nn§  nouses  erected  during  the  year.— The  beautiful  school  house  at  Wallace 
Harbor,  to  which  I  referred  in  my  first  annual  report  as  having  been  destroyed 
by  incendiarism,  has  been  rebuilt  and  does  great  credit  to  the  Trustees.  It  is 
the  pride  of  the  section  and  an  ornament  to  the  Tillage — long  may  it  stand 
shedding  far  around  it  the  beams  of  knowledge.  Mill  Village,  Parrsboro,'  has 
built  a  fine  school  house,  it  was  much  needed  and  is  worthy  of  that  centre. 
Lower  Obrion  settlement,  vying  with  the  most  enterprising,  has  built  a  noble 
school  house.  Rockwell  and  Hastings  have  supplied  respectable  houses.^  All 
these  have  been  built  in  the  course  of  the  year.  One  section  with  some  kind 
of  a  half  way  notion  is  building  in  partnership  with  a  secret  society.  Small 
things  affect  a  school,  and  it  Is  to  be  feared  education  will  not  be  much  bene- 
fitted by  this  plan.    Several  other  sections  are  preparing  to  build. 

Thorough  SchooU. — Cumberland  Academy,  located  at  Amherst,  has  been  in 
successful  operation  during  the  year.  For  the  greater  part  of  the  last  term  Mr. 
J.  J.  Stewart,  himself  a  graduate  of  the  Academy,  and  holding  a  Provincial  Li- 
cense of  Grade  A,  discharged  the  duties  of  headmaster.  His  remarkable  suc- 
cess in  conducting  the  classes  of  the  term  in  the  room  of  so  experienced  a 
teacher  as  its  late  Principal,  has  caused  many  friends  of  education  to  regret 
that  Mr.  Stewart's  tastes  and  previous  engagements  have  led  him  to  abandon 
the  teaching  profession.  The  Cumberland  Academy  would  claim  respect  in 
older  countries  than  this.  Including  its  eastern  and  western  departments  it 
has  an  extensive  Board  of  Instructors.  The  Academical  cqjvee  is  comprehen- 
sive— embracing  the  branches  necessary  to  prepare  the  pupil  for  business — 
for  teachers,  or  admission  to  college.  Pugwash  grade  school  merits  more 
than  to  be  merely  mentioned.  It  has  been  conducted  rery  well  in  its  various 
grades  through  the  whole  year.  Mr.  Donald  McAuley,  the  headmaster  has 
adopted  and  successfully  applied  the  modem  improvements  which  are  essen- 
tial to  thoroughness  of  instruction.  No  efforts  have  been  spared  to  advance 
the  pupil  in  the  various  branches  of  a  useful  education.  In  my  official  visits  I 
have  been  delighted.  Minudie,  too,  claims  some  notice  as  one  of  our  largest 
common  schools,  it  is  not  g^ded,  but  it  has  a  good  apparatus  and  a  full  sup- 
ply of  requisites.  Wallace  Harbour,  Phoenix  Lake,  promises  well,  and 
Mill  Village  I  expect  will  not  be  a  whit  behind.  In  the  more  rural  sections 
there  are  fine  schools  which  I  would  have  much  pleasure  in  mentioning  did 
time  and  space  permit. 

RewMTks. — While  there  is  very  much  to  commend,  I  feel  I  must  animadvert 
a  little  on  the  way  the  closing  examinations  are  conducted.  They  are  exhibi- 
tions, and  very  seldom  test  the  progress  of  the  pupils.       Too  much  valuable 
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time  is  wasted  on  lessons  and  dialogues  that  are  of  little  value  to  the  pupils. 
The  plan  of  exhibition  has  become  so  common  that  even  good  teachers  are 
tempted  to  laj  too  much  stress  upon  it  for  the  sake  of  popularity. 

Mode  of  Inspecting, — In  order  to  test  the  efficiency  of  the  schools  under  my 
care,  I  have  made  it  a  point  to  slip  in  quietly,  in  order  to  get  a  view  of  the 
every  day  aspect  of  the  school.  The  usual  salutation  was,  *^  O  if  I  had  known 
that  you  were  coming  I  would  have  been  prepared,'*  &c.  Many  had  an  idea  that 
the  inspection  of  the  school  should  be  a  kind  of  celebration,  instead  of  testing 
the  character  of  the  teaching  and  the  progress  of  the  pupils.  I  am  happy  to 
say  that  through  my  efforts  in  most  places  juster  views  obtain.  I  have  shown 
.the  advantage  of  establishing  a  direct  communication  between  the  book  and 
mind  of  the  pupil,  by  explaining  that  words  are  the  signs  of  ideas,  which  it  is 
his  business  at  school  to  perceive  and  acquire.  I  have  also  given  much  atten* 
tion  to  what  the  Germans  call  the  bread  and  butter  sciences,  viz.,  Reading, 
Writiilg,  Arithmetic  and  Book-keeping.  I  have  pointed  out  to  teachers  the 
advantage  of  frequently  reading  a  whole  lesson  to  the  class,  that  they  may 
have  examples  of  modulation.  Reading  should  be  the  best  performed  of  all 
the  exercises,  while  it  too  often  happens  that  it  is  the  worst.  I  have  also 
show  the  utility  of  pupils  in  the  advanced  readers  gathering  the  meaning  of 
different  words  from  the  sense  rather  than  by  asking  or  consulting  a  diction- 
ary. In  a  few  sections  Arithmetic  has  not  been  well  taught.  It  would  be  no 
easy  task  to  calculate  the  amount  of  intellect  in  our  school  children,  which 
must  lie  useless  by  the  absurd  practice  of  employing  empirical  rules  unexplain- 
ed in  performing  arithmetical  operations,  which  require  the  full  amount  of 
labor  without  any  of  the  advantages.  Some  think  tliis  course  does  no  harm, 
that  it  gives  a  practice  that  secures  greater  quickness  in  cyphering.  But  the 
mischief  done  to  the  pupil  far  out  balances  any  readiness  he  may  require.  A 
boy  so  taught  only  learns  a  careless  habit,  and  he  never  heartily  enters  upon 
his  studies.  A  principal  part  of  the  Teacher's  work  is  to  impress  the  minds  of 
his  pupils  with  a  g^Beral  perception  of  the  worth  of  knowledge  and  a  desire  to 
acquire  it.  It  would  just  be  ao  true  to  talk  about  a  lame  man  running  a  race 
when  he  was  carried  every  foot  of  the  way.  as  to  talk  about  teaching  boys 
whose  desires  have  never  been  awakened  to  master  their  studies.  But  accom- 
plish this  and  the  pupil  will  learn  without  driving,  and  the  end  will  be  gained 
to  both  teacher  and  taught.  Our  school  system  affects  every  family  in  the 
County,  it  is  a  lever  whose  force  moves  the  whole  Province.  Almost  every 
notion  on  education  is  afloat,  hence  the  necessity  of  having  correct  ideas  on 
tlie  subject.  Rome  was  not  built  in  a  day,  and  it  is  to  be  expected  that  in  a 
country  so  neglected,  it  will  require  time,  indeed  generations  may  pai>s  before 
the  habit  of  Education  is  fully  formed  and  becomes  an  element  of  Provincial 
life.  It  is  therefore  no  reflection  on  our  school  system  when  I  admit  that  too 
many  are  at  this  moment  gazing  on  the  shadow  of  Education  mistaking  it  for 
the  substance — that  in  some  of  our  schools  there  is  telling  or  teaching  but  no 
training.  How  could  it  be  otherwise  when  so  many  of  our  young  Teachers  re- 
ceive no  training  for  the  work  of  teaching— too  many  go  to  serve  an  appren- 
ticeship to  themselves. 


CUMBERLAND  COUNTY.  73 

Minnie  of  Council, — This  measure  about  which  there  was  so  much  up- 
roar, lias  been  the  means  of  saving  to  this  County  a  good  many  of  the  Teach- 
ers who  had  experience,  who  have  gladly  availed  themselves  of  its  kind  provi- 
sions. But  for  this  friendly  boon  from  the  Council,  in  some  places  in  this 
County  the  schools  would  have  been  thrown  into  the  hands  of  mere  children, 
without  any  experience  in  teaching  or  school  management.  It  is  true  a  few  of 
the  more  advanced  teachers  caught  up  the  newspaper  cry,  but  any  lover  of  edu- 
cation must  see  the  wisdom  of  this  measure  in  the  great  benefit  which  has  ac- 
crued to  this  County. 

Deficiencies.. — If  teaching  a  common  school  is  a  profession,  surely  it  is  but 
reasonable  that  the  members  9f  the  profession  be  trained  for  their  work.  It 
seems  to  me  that  there  should  be  some  further  test  or  mode  of  trying  very 
young  candidates  for  the  teaching  profession.  For  instance,  whether  they 
have  a  fair  share  of  self  control,  decorum  and  address.  There  may  indeed  be 
sufficient  literary  acquirements  to  secure  a  license,  and  a  fair  moral  character, 
where  the  spirit,  temper  and  want  of  tact  would  but  ill  qualify  for  **  teaching 
the  young  idea  how  to  shoot.'*  I  am  satisfied  that  the  interests  of  education 
in  this  County  demand  greater  circumspection  in  this  matter  tlian  the  law  pro- 
vides. While  I  would  not  for  a  moment  be  censorious,  yet  candor  compels  me 
to  admit  that  I  have  found  in  some  few  places  the  relics  of  mechanical 
teaching  which  have  nothing  to  recommend  them  but  antiquity.  But  as  edu- 
cation advances  these  must  disappear.  However,  on  one  or  two  branches  I 
am  free  to  admit  that  the  followers  of  the  antique  have  some  show  of  advan- 
tage, viz.,  in  the  results  of  their  teaching  reading  and  writing.  That  this  will 
be  the  case  while  our  educational  system  seems  to  declare  that  reading  is  not 
in  itself  education,  who  can  doubt  but  if  it  is  not  it  is  surely  a  most  important 
step  to  that  end.  I  am  convinced  that  until  some  great  stress  is  laid  on  the  read- 
ing and  writing  in  the  examinations  of  teachers — until  reading  and  writing  count 
with  the  other  branches  in  securing  license,  they  will  not  be  taught  with  that 
efficiency  they  deserve,  and  the  neglect  which  arises  from  the  fact  that  excel- 
lence in  these  branches  counts  for  nothing  will  be  perpetuated.  Let  it  be 
a  teacher's  interest  to  read  well  and  write  a  good  hand»  and  his  pupils  will  ad- 
mire his  attainments  and  catch  his  method  without  difficulty,  and  attain  excel- 
lence in  these  arts,  which  otherwise  they  would  not  think  possible.  Taste  will 
thus  be  cultivated  without  toil. 

Health. — Good  health  is  even  more  valuable  in  childhood's  youth  than  in 
more  advanced  years.  Perhaps  in  some  schools  the  children  are  crammed  and 
have  to  study  too  hard.  It  may  be  that  they  have  too  many  studies.  In  this 
healthy  country,  I  have  observed  some  of  them  looking  pale  and  sickly.  This 
may  be  as  much  the  fault  of  the  parents  as  uf  the  teacher.  Among  all  hands 
the  laws  of  health,  especially  in  winter,  are  sadly  neglected.  Whenever,  a 
child  is  found  to  be  subject  to  headache,  weariness,  and  especially  if  sleepless- 
ness at  night  ensues,  instead  of  standing  him  on  the  floor  he  should  at  once  b  e 
relieved  in  the  number  and  amount  of  his  lessons.  The  teacher  never  can  keep 
the  mind  of  any  child  too  long  employed  in  one  particular  mental  exercise 
without  ii^jury.    Improper  confinement  and  tedious  unmeaning  lessons  are 
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minoufl  both  to  body  and  mind.  On  the  points  just  mentioned,  I  am  sorry  to 
say  too  many  require  to  be  reminded  oftener  than  the  Inspector  can  ylsit  the 
schools.  Edacation  is  too  dearly  bought  at  the  sacrifice  of  health  or  when  the 
seeds  of  consumption  are  planted,  and  a  Tictim  prepared  for  a  premature  grare. 

Oood  MannerM.^On  this  head  there  is  a  palpable  and  sad  deficiency  in  many 
of  our  schools.  Surely  it  is  not  beneath  the  dignity  of  our  Free  Educational 
System  to  take  the  subject  of  agreeableness  or  good  manners  into  the  number 
of  those  it  professes  to  teach.  Indeed  this  seems  to  be  necessary,  because  all 
children  are  not  so  fortunate  at  home  as  to  have  proper  training  in  good  man- 
ners. It  is  necessary  because  all  parents  hare  not  received  that  instruction 
themselves  which  would  qualify  them  to  become  the  instructors  of  their  chil- 
dren in  this  respect.  It  is  necessary  for  those  parents  who  possess  the  quali- 
fications, and  are  competent  to  train  their  children,  are  too  busily  engaged  in 
the  affairs  of  life  to  be  able  to  devote  the  time  required  for  this  purpose.  It 
is  necessary  because  many  children  have  lost  their  parents  and  are  under  the 
guardianship  of  those  who  have  no  parental  solicitude.  Our  common  schools 
should  make  up  the  deficiency.  Good  manners  interfere  with  neither  creed 
nor  conscience.  A  good  address,  pleasing  manners  and  graceful  deportment, 
should  be  inculcated  and  become  a  part  of  the  lessons  and  training  at  school. 
This  could  easily  be  done  without  infringing  on  any  other  study.  Let  this  sub- 
ject receive  the  attention  which  its  importance  demands,  and  the  result  will  be 
that  many  children  who  are  now  neglected  at  home,  or  who  may  be  even  under 
the  influence  of  very  uncouth  example,  will  have  these  unfortunate  impres- 
sions counteracted  by  the  school  and  the  refined  training  and  example  of  a 
kind  and  polite  teacher. 

Flogging  in  Schod. — Some  knight  o'  the  "  taws  "  may  object  to  this  appel- 
lation, and  say  flogging  is  too  harsh  an  expression,  corporal  punishment  is  the 
term  now  used— it  is  more  dignified  and  sounds  better.  To  this  I  say  that  the 
word  flogging  sounds  no  worse  than  it  feels.  Webster  says  **  flog  is  a  collo- 
quial word  applied  to  whipping  or  beating  for  punishment,  as  to  flog  a  school 
boy."  It  is  a  strange  anomaly  that  flogging  is  by  law  abandoned  in  the  army 
and  navy,  where  obedience  the  most  implicit  and  discipline  the  most  strict  are 
required  and  maintained ;  and  yet  ihat  it  should  be  retained  and  advocated  as 
both  lawful  and  necessary  in  the  Free  Common  Schools  of  this  Province.  In 
some  few  sections  in  this  County  a  reign  of  terror  now  exists  from  this  prac- 
tice in  the  schools.  One  case  of  cruelty  came  before  the  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners at  the  May  meeting.  Parents  recently  have  made  some  very  bitter 
complaints  about  it.  This  matter  has  been  pressed  upon  my  attention.  I  see 
you  have  had  a  case  of  this  sort  in  Halifax  entered  at  law — the  trial  postponed 
and  flnally  compromised.  The  judicial  decision  was  anxiously  looked  for  by 
some  in  this  County  I  assure  you.  More  such  cases  are  slumbering.  The 
question  is  now  mooted  very  warmly  in  some  circles  here,  '*  has  the  teacher  a 
right  to  flog  in  any  case  r*  The  argument  for  the  affirmative  seems  not  very 
conclusive,  viz.,  that  the  infliction  of  bodily  pain  as  the  penalty  of  wrongdoing 
is  a  dictate  of  nature.  But  the  question  recurs  with  whom  rests  the  right  of 
inflicting  the  pumshment.     On  this  question  the  rights  of  childhood  should 
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not  be  ignored,  but  most  stringently  gaarded.  Surely  the  fallacy  of  arguing 
that,  because  one  may  hare  the  oversight  of  children  committed  to  him, 
therefore  he  has  the  right  to  flog  them  at  pleasure,  must  be  self-evident.  For 
instance  servants  are  never  conceded  this  right  tho'  often  having  the  charge 
of  children.  In  what  respect  is  a  school  master  different,  is  he  not  a  servant? 
The  parent  who  is  responsible  for  the  existence  and  **  raising  "  of  the  child, 
is  responsible  also  for  the  chastisement  employed  to  forward  his  studies  or  de- 
portment, and  the  responsibility  binds  him  to  guard  against  every  over  act  of 
cruelty  in  the  teacher.  God  has  implanted  in  the  parent  heart  that  strength  of 
affection  which  cannot  endure  the  suffering  of  the  child,  and  thus  has  given  the 
responsibility  to  one  who  will  keep  it  safely.  This  natural  right  of  chastisement 
does  not  belong  to  the  teacher  ex-oflicio.  The  parent,  and  the  parent  alone, 
has  received  it,  and  it  is  for  the  parent  to  determine  whether  he  shall  delegate 
it  or  not.  The  right  of  the  teacher  to  whip  must  therefore  resolve  itself  into 
this — did  the  parent  delegate  to  him  the  right  to  use  the  rod  at  the  same  time 
that  he  delegated  the  work  of  instruction ;  because  in  delegating  to  him  the 
right  to  instruct  he  does  not  necessarily  delegate  his  right  to  apply  the  rod.  It 
will  not  do  to  lay  much  stress  on  the  gratuitous  assumption,  that  the  parent  in 
handing  over  his  function  to  a  teacher  to  instruct  for  a  few  hours  each  day» 
has  thereby  given  him  authority  to  apply  the  birch.  The  two  things  are  quite 
distinct.  The  one  does  not  involve  the  other  by  any  means.  **  The  indefeas- 
able  right  of  the  teacher  to  flog,"  and  *'•  that  it  is  an  error  to  suppose  that 
the  parents  have  any  right  interfere,"  &c.,  cannot  be  admitted,  but  must  be 
sent  back  to  their  native  place  where  they  have  flogging  statutes  for  adult  ci- 
tizens as  well  as  children.  The  argument  from  scripture  is  irrelevant — *'  He 
that  spareth  his  rod  hatcth  his  son,"  &c.  The  logic  however  poor  that  draws 
an  argument  from  this  text,  proving  the  right  of  school  teachers  to  flog  chil- 
dren, can  never  be  at  a  loss  in  giving  a  turn  to  any  absurdity.  The  command 
of  the  text  is  to  parents— no<  to  school  teachers.  Trustees  have  not  the  right, 
and  cannot  delegate  to  the  teacher  what  they  do  not  possess.  Our  school  law 
does  not  interfere  with  the  natural  right  of  the  parent  in  this  respect,  and  pro- 
vides for  the  government  of  the  school  without  resorting  to  flogging,  hair  pul- 
ling, ear  pinching,  &c.  There  is  nothing  whatever  in  the  license  to  teach,  is- 
sued by  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction,  to  warrant  the  teachers  in  this  as- 
sumption of  power.  He  has  really  no  sanction  to  set  up  against  the  convic- 
tions of  parents  and  the  public  conscience.  But  the  cry  is  what  is  to  become 
of  the  government  of  the  school.  Stow,  the  great  modern  authority  on  schools, 
it  is  affirmed,  **  did  not  disapprove  of  corporal  punishment"  in  the  school.  Hear 
Stow  and  judge  of  the  value  of  the  assertion.  He  says  (p.284),  *' From  our 
own  observation,  and  the  experience  of  many  trained  teachers  who  have  con- 
ducted schools  consisting  of  boys  and  girls  for  years  together,  without  having 
had  recourse  to  Uie  use  of  the  literal  rod,we  consider  ourselves  entitled  to  argue 
for  its  discontinuance  in  the  public  school."  Again  he  says,  **  We  know  of  no^ 
thing  that  so  certainly  compels  a  master  to  train,  as  the  feeling  that  bb  mat 
HOT  8TBIKE.  lu  fiict  if  he  docs  his  duty,  and  uses  the  means  within  his  reach, 
the  use  of  the  rod  is  quite  unnecessary."  Lauderbach,  Principal  of  one  of  the 
Philadelphia  grammar  schools,  with  a  daily  attendance  of  300  boys,  during  14 
yean  never  once  used  the  rod.    He  says,  <*  there  is  no  reason  why  a  mode  of 
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punishment  degrading  to  both  teacher  and  pupil,  should  be  maintained  in  the 
school.  The  retention  of  whipping  in  schools,  as  well  as  in  the  penal  statutes 
of  some  governments,  serves  no  good  purpose,  and  in  the  end  defeats  itself, 
for  revengeful  feelings  will  be  excited,  and  in  the  spectators  the  crime  is  for- 
gotten in  pity  for  the  sufferer,  or  perhaps  is  transferred  to  the  cruel  power 
which  seeks  revenge  rather  than  justice — a  gratification  of  its  ferocity  rather 
than  its  sense  of  right.  It  breaks  the  spirit,  renders  the  sensibilities  callous, 
associates  pain  and  dislike  in  the  child  with  school  studies,  and  begets  hatred 
to  the  teacher.  Invalids  and  little  girls  should  be  sacred  from  the  touch  of 
the  rod  at  all  times.  But  as  it  was  affirmed  not  long  since,  *^  that  no  reason 
could  be  given  why  girls  should  not  be  whipped  in  school  the  same  as  boys,*' 
I  submit  the  following :  1.  Girls  are  not  boys — they  are  very  different  from 
boys.  They  have  moral  and  physical  characteristics  that  distinguish  them,  as 
every  parent  having  children  of  both  sexes  in  the  family  must  have  observed, 
therefore  they  should  not  be  whipped  the  same  as  boys.  2.  Girls  are  weaker, 
more  sensitive  in  feeling,  and  the  budding  of  that  nice  sense  of  propriety  and 
delicacy  which  marks  the  woman  is  seen  in  the  little  girl.  To  punish  with 
blows  a  fragile  being  with  a  nature  so  gentle  and  affectionate,  which  leads  her 
instinctively  to  claim  protection  is  not  duty,  it  is  cruelty.  3.  The  girl  is  phy- 
siologically different— her  blood  corpuscles  is  smaller — her  nervous  system  is 
of  much  more  delicate  structure,  her  brain  is  lighter  and  her  muscles  smaller. 
The  reason  that  keeps  her  from  the  rough  sports  of  the  play  ground  should 
ezeuipt  her  from  being  flogged.  4.  The  motto  of  civilization  is  "  strike  not  a 
woman  even  with  a  feather."  The  little  girl  is  the  germ  or  bud,  the  woman 
with  fine  sensibilities  is  the  full  blown  rose.  If  the  physical  organiiation  of 
womanhood  is  sensitive  that  of  the  girl  is  more  sensitive,  and  her  spiritual  na- 
ture doubly  so.  Flog  her !  As  well  flog  an  angel  of  light  I  It  is  vain  to  count  the 
blows,  or  mark  their  severity,  lustily  laid  on  by  some  unfeeling  clown,  on  her 
tender  and  quivering  little  frame ;  or  even  to  remember  how  long  she  bore  the 
mark,  if  you  do  not  sympathise  with  her  in  the  far  sorer  wounds  that  her  gen- 
tle spirit  has  received  by  the  infliction.  She  is  mortified  and  disgraced  in  her 
own  estimation  by  that  rude  flogging  in  school,  so  that  years  may  not  efface 
the  consequences.  Many  a  sweet  little  heart  has  been  thus  rudely  broken, 
many  an  over  sensitive  young  life  has  been  thus  withered  if  not  wasted.  Is 
it  any  wonder  then,  that  girl  flogging  in  school  arouses  the  sympathy,  stirs  the 
sensibilities,  and  brings  down  the  censures  of  the  civilized  and  christian  world? 

Oompidsorg  Attendance. — The  opinion  so  largely  set  forth  in  the  last  Gene- 
ral Report  on  the  necessity  of  compulsory  attendance  is  no  mean  proof  of  the 
correctness  of  the  views  entertained  by  some  of  the  foremost  minds  of  the 
age.  The  late  Dr.  Chalmers  held  that  a  national  system  of  Education  which 
is  totally  free,  lacks  the  essential  element  of  becoming  either  universal  or  of 
perpetual  operation.  That,  under  a  system  which  removes  the  teacher  from 
being  in  the  smallest  degree  responsible  to  the  parent  for  the  performance  of 
his  duty  and  faithfulness  of  his  services,  the  habit  of  education,  as  a  family 
duty,  will  not  be  generally  established.  He  applies  an  argument  from  com- 
merce :  Let  a  man  deal  in  any  article,  and  there  is  not  a  more  efficient  securi- 
ty for  the  good  quality  of  what  he  deals  in  than  the  guardianship  of  his  own 
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customers.    But  the  teachers  of  our  Free  Schools  are  under  no  such  depend- 
ance.    The  cry  for  compulsory  attendance  is  a  terrible  argument  against  our 
common  school  system.     What  means  this  cry  ?    Has  the   system  proved  a 
failure  in  the  hands  of  its  friends  ?    And  if  so,  would  it  not  be  wiser  to  make 
the  admission  than  to  go  on  applying  a  remedy  worse  than  the  disease.     Hear 
the  voice  of  history  on  compulsory  attendance.     In  a  country  so  well  known 
that  it  does  not  need  to  be  mentioned,   the  Government  felt,   at  the  time  of 
which  I  speak,  the  great  necessity  of  providing  religious  instruction  for  the 
people.    The  country  was  laid  off  in  sections,  houses  were  provided,  patrons 
or  trustees  were  appointed^  and  religious  teachers  were  employed  according 
to  law.    But  the  people  did  not  all  attend,  nor  avail  themselves  of  the  teach- 
ing provided.    Then  the  teachers  of  religion  reported  and  urged  a  law  for 
"  compulsory  attendance."    The  Government,  of  course,  had  the  power,  and 
the  compulsory  enactment  was  issued.     Still  the  matter  was  no  better :  the 
people  did  not  all  attend.    The  fines  could  not  be   collected  without  force. 
The  military  had  to  be  employed.     At  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  a  few  were 
driven  like  sheep  to  receive  the  lessons  of  religion  from  the  teachers  provided 
by  law.    But  things  grew  worse ;    the  people   became  more  stubborn,  and 
twenty-eight  years  of  "  killing  times  "  followed.     And  the  end  was,  that  the 
**  Compulsory  Enactment "  law  and  the  strong  Government  that  for  so  long  a 
time  pressed  it  were  exploded  root  and  branch  in  the  Revolution  of  1688. 
The  relevancy  of  these  historical  facts  to  the  case  can  neither  be  evaded  nor 
fairly  denied :  for  the  State  is  as  much  bound  by  the  higher  law,  and  by  her 
responsibility  to  the  moral  governor  of  the  world,  to  sanction  true  religion  as 
education.    The  position  assumed  for  '*  Compulsory  Attendance  *'   will  be 
found  as  impracticable  as  it  is  ii\judicious.     Some  one  has  said,  and  the  saying 
applies,  that  principles  are  true  only  within  their  own  natural  limits,  they  who 
endeavour  to  make  a  dogma  absolute  in  all  its  applications  are  imposing  upon 
it  the  character  of  a  falsehood.    Certainly  a  great  desire  has  been  manifested 
for  going  to  Europe  to  find  precedents  for  compulsory  attendance,  but  the  spe- 
cimens produced  are  not  relevant.    Germany  has  so  thoroughly  got  the  habit 
of  education,  that  compulsory  law  is  not  necessary,  every  German  would  send 
his  child  to  school  even  if  there  were  no  law  on  the  subject.    The  only  thing 
in  England  that  has  any  resemblance  to  the  measure  is  the  Factory  Act  which 
an  bon.  member,  not  long  since  stated  on  the  floors  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
had  emptied  the  feuitories  without  filling  the  schools,   in  other  words  the  Act 
had  increased  the  evil  it  was  intended  to  remove.    Even  the  British  Home  Se- 
cretary, speaking  on  this  measure  when  it  was  proposed  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, said — **  Those  who  demand  compulsory  attendance  are  striving  for  what 
is  Quixotic  and  impossible."      But  we  have  an  extended  experience  in  the 
United  States  more  adapted  to  ourselves,  and  from  its  nearness  more  worthy 
of  our  study.    A  short  time  ago  the  British  Government  sent  over  a  Commis- 
missioner  on  Education,  on  his  return  he  reported  that  in  New  England  there 
were  compulsory  laws  for  the  attendance  of  children  at  school.    Elihu  Burritt 
denied  this,  and  the  United  States  minister  declared  that  Mr.  Burritt  was 
right,  and  the  Commissioner  was  wrong.    The  Commissioner  was  asked  how 
he  came  to  make  such  a  statement.    He  proved  that  such  an  Act  was  passed, 
but  that  it  turned  out  so  contrary  to  American  feeling,  that  it  had  not  been 
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made  use  of  for  so  long  a  period  that  its  existence  was  forgotten.  So  much  for 
the  trial  of  **  compulsory  attendance  "  near  home.  This  figment  of  '*  com- 
pulsory attendance,"  taken  in  connection  with  a  series  of  statements  in  the 
organ  of  Education,  has  shaken  the  confidence  of  friends  of  our  common 
•chools.  They  still  believe  the  original  school  law  good  and  worthy  of  confi- 
dence, but  it  is  these  expositions  or  maxims  that  hare  elicited  uneasiness.  I 
fhall  write  a  few  of  the  **  postulates  "  referred  to.  *'  The  authority  of  the 
teacher  supersedes,  for  the  time  being,  that  of  the  parent."  '*  That  it  is  an  er- 
ror to  suppose  tliat  parents  have  a  right  to  interfere  with  school  discipline.'* 
even  suppose  the  teacher  cruelly  flogging  your  darling,  for  looking  off"  his 
book,  and  you  are  standing  by,  and  your  child  with  pitiful  eye  and  wailing  cry 
solicits  your  aid;  if  you  yield  to  the  dictates  of  nature  so  far  as  to  ask  the 
teacher  to  cease  his  floggcUations  you  have  broken  the  law ;  because  **  the  act 
of  placing  a  child  at  school  is  the  delegation  by  the  parent  of  his  or  her  autho- 
rity "  to  flog  of  course.  If  the  parent  keeps  the  child  at  home  for  any  cause, 
the  maxim  or  postulate  is  '*  We  finb  and  imprison  men  for  neglect  of  duty  in 
many  less  important  matters,  shall  we  shrink  from  using  compulsion  with  the 
unruly  and  lawless  here."  Taking  these  extracts,  as  postulates  which  they  are 
really  intended  to  be,  some  persons  here  are  looking  at  them  and  discussing 
their  application.  For  instance  a  mother  sends  her  darling  to  the  school,  she 
comes  home  hUick  and  blue  bearing  these  marks  of  the  tyrants  rod.  The  father 
goes  to  the  Trustees,  he  is  told  ho  cannot  interfere  "  that  by  the  very  act  of 
sending  to  school,  he  has  delegated  authority  to  the  teacher."  "  I  must  then 
keep  my  child  at  home  "  said  the  poor  man.  Said  the  ofllcial,  we  will  soon 
have  a  law  to  fine  you  if  you  do.  Another  parent  having  considered  these 
*'  postulates  "  judged  it  better  to  employ  "  Lynch  Law  "  in  his  case,  I  was 
told  by  some  of  the  witnesses,  that  the  cause  was  conducted  with  great  vigor 
at  first  in  the  school  round  the  rostrum,  finally  it  was  closed  in  the  play-ground 
near  the  school  house  door>  the  defence  at  the  last  round  being  very  weak  the 
plaintiff  walked  off  in  great  triumph.  How  much  further  Legislation  may  be 
pushed  on  this  subject  is  not  for  me  to  say,  but  I  know  I  express  the  general 
opinion  of  this  County  when  I  say  that  no  Government  valuing  its  own  safety 
will  ever  sanction  *'  compulsory  attendance  "  of  children  at  our  public  schools, 
and  further  that  no  father,  unless  deceived,  will  support  the  measure  of  com- 
pulsory attendance  which  carries  concealed  invasion  of  his  dearest  rights  as  a 
parent.  With  the  original  School  law  there  is  now  little  fault  found,  but  there 
Is  great  fault  made  about  these  maxims  and  *'  postulates  "  that  have  grown 
out  of  it.  Some  even  boldly  say  **  the  Free  School  system  must  be  a  mise- 
rable failure,  if  such  expedients  are  required  to  make  it  work."  A  servant 
suggests  that  these  maxims  are  Hobbisms  of  the  purest  type — he  imagines  that 
they  have  been  extracted  from  "  LeviaUien  or  De  Corpore  Politico."  But  be 
that  as  it  may  they  carry  a  family  likeness  of  the  Malmsbury  philosopher  whose 
maxim  was  '*  non  Veritas  sed  auctoritas  facet  legem."  He  resolved  all  the 
laws  of  morality  into  the  will  of  the  Legislature.  With  him  the  rulers  word 
is  sufficient  to  take  anything  from  any  subject  if  there  be  need,  and  the  ruler 
is  judge  of  that  need.  The  arguments  for  **  compulsory  attendance,"  and  the 
maxims  recited,  are  only  a  vamping  of  Hobbes,  and  no  tree  ever  proiaced 
worse  fruit  than  Hobbism. 
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Of  this  one  thing  be  af  sured,  that  whether  our  Free  Schools  prosper  and  are 
perpetuated,  will  depend  not  so  much  on  compulsory  enactments  and  penal 
school  laws,  as  on  the  sense  and  value  attached  by  the  people  to  such  educa- 
tion as  thej  afford. 

Moral  InMtruction. — Moralitj  as  taught  in  our  Common  free  Schools,    if 
without  the  Bible,  is  like  justice  in  the  state  without  tribunals.    From  some 
indications,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  in  some  places  both  Teachers  and  Trustees 
either  are  frightened  or  ashamed  to  use  the  Bible  in  teaching  morality.    I  am 
not  ignorant  of  the  efforts  made  to  persuade  them  that  there  is  something  in  it 
contrary  or  at  least  inconsistent  with  the  just  rights  of  the  citizen,  and  that  it 
is  a  very  dangerous  intruder  in  our  Free  Schools.    Let  us  note  the  lesson  of 
history.    During  the  reign  of  Louis  XIY.,  the  Augustan  age  of  French  litera- 
ture, 900,000  livres  were  expended  on  Delphin  editions  of  the  classics,  and 
education  was  the  rage.    But  this,  too,  was  the  age  of  crime,  and  proved  to  a 
demonstration  that  intellectual  knowledge,  while  it  may  please  the  passer  is  of 
no  good  use  to  others,  to  the  state  or  to  society  at  large.      Secular  knowledge 
is  quite  insufficient — a  failure^France  tried  it  and  failed,  and  at  this  moment 
fails.    In  her  schools  of  the  present  day  the  Bible  is  entirely  excluded,  and  it 
has  been  found  that  crime  extends  and  increases  with  what  is  proudly  called 
education.    In  Ireland  where  there  is  no  Bible  permitted   in  schools,   only 
mere  extracts  such  as  cannot  disturb  the  conscience  of  any  one,  do  we  find 
less  crime  as  the  result  of  education?    Alas !    No.    Education  without  a  Bi- 
ble has  failed  in  the  Emerald  Isle  as  well  as  in  beautiful  France.    Other  lands 
need  not  repeat  the  experiment,  they  will  not  succeed  any  better.     Our  Free 
Schools  without  the  moral  influence  of  the  Diviae  lessons  o*f  the  Bible  would 
be  but  the  body  of  infidelity  under  a  borrowed  cloak  which  fits  badly.    The 
best  instruction  for  time  is  learned  only  in  the  school  which  is  to  prepare  for 
eternity.    Immortal  souls  are  involved.     '*  Train  up  a  child  in  the  way  he 
should  go,  and  when  he  is  old  he  will  not  depart  from  it."    We  claim  to  be  a 
christian  country,  and  that  our  Free  Schools  are  the  schools  of  a  christian 
state — yet  we  do  not  seem  to  have  fully  realized  our  own  faith,  or  grasped  our 
Bibles  with  sufficient  intelligence.     St.  Paul  says,  **  From  a  child  thou  hast 
known  the  Scriptures,*'  &c.    Teaching  and  doing  should  not  be  separated  in 
education,  continue  them,  and  with  the  blessing  of  Almighty  God,  the  rising 
generation  in  this  Province  will  be  devated — the  country  will  be  prosperous 
and  powerful — our  people  will  be  refined,  humane,  moral  and  intelligent,  and 
crime  will  not,  as  in  France  or  Ireland,  increase  with  education.      In  working 
out  this  grand  result  we  want  no  *'  separate  tchooU"  because  the  Bible  is  an 
adopted  national  book.    Its  presence  in  every  court  and  office  in  this  Province, 
where  an  oath  is  administered,  declares  this  fact.    From  the  highest  to  the 
lowest  Court  in  the  land,  it  is  employed  as  an  appeal  to  the  conscience  of  him 
who  makes  an  affidavit,  without  respect  to  crned,  &c.     This  is  done  from  the 
Queen  at  her  coronation  oath,  to  her  highest  subject  when  he  takes  office,  and 
down  to  the  lowest  subject.    Why  then  be  so  charry  of  taking  this  powerful 
instrument  for  moral  training,  in  our  Free  Common  schools  ?     Why  treat  the 
Bible  as  a  denominational  book  in  this  one  solitary  govermental  institution, 
and  in  all  other  departments,  offices  and  institutions  of  Government,  employ  it 
■s  the  adopted  national  book  ? 
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With  ignorance  and  absurdity  waning,  the  star  of  intellect  already  above 
the  horizon,  and  the  darkness  which  brooded  over  education  dissipated,  we 
should  be  encouraged  to  cast  the  salt  of  the  Bible  truth  into  the  spring  of  edu- 
cation, that  the  waters  thereof  may  be  healed.  To  do  this  will  require  wisdom, 
firmness  and  much  effort.  May  Almighty  God  bless  all  the  means  of  intellec- 
tual and  moral  improvement  furnished  by  our  present' system  of  Free  Educa- 
tion, and  increase  and  perpetuate  these  benefits  more  and  more,  to  the  young 
and  rising  generation  of  this  Province. 

For  all  your  kind  attentions  in  promptly  advising  and  aiding  me  in  my  offi- 
cial duties,  I  beg  to  offer  my  sincere  thanks,  &c. 

W.  S.  DARRAGH, 

Bky.  a.  S.  Hunt,  A.  M., 
Superintendent  of  Education. 


YARMOUTH  COUNTY. 
G.  J.  Fabish,  M.  D. — Inspector. 

SiR,~In  making  this  my  Sixth  Annual  Report  of  the  progress  of  the  Schooli 
in  the  County  of  Yarmouth,  I  am  happy  in  being  able  to  state  that  the  present 
time  is  one  of  encouragement.  This  does  not  arise  from  any  material  increase 
in  the  Schools  during  the  past  year,  but  from  the  fact,  that  with  the  exception 
of  four,  every  one  of  the  sixty-six  sections  in  the  County  have  now  come 
under  the  act ;  and  this  is  shown  by  their  electing  Trustees  and  voting  money 
for  School  purposes.  Of  these  four  one  is  in  Yarmouth,  a  new  section  which 
has  built  a  large  and  commodious  House  by  subscriptions  and  kept  a  private 
school  for  two  years ;  the  other  three  are  in  Argyle,  very  small  and  very  dii* 
tant  settlements,  either  wholly  or  in  greater  part  French,  the  people  too  poor 
to  bear  the  burden  themselves,  and  too  indifferent  to  make  the  effort  to  obtain 
assistance  from  the  Public  Grants.  The  Yarmouth  Section  will  probably  come 
in  next  year  when  the  present  opposition  has  died  out ;  the  Argyle  Sections 
have  a  long  time  to  look  forward  to,  ere  the  bright  beams  of  knowledge  illu* 
mine  their  benighted  dwellings. 

I  have  said  above  that  there  is  but  trifling  increase  in  either  schools,  teachers, 
pupils  or  attendance  during  the  past  year  over  that  of  1869 ;  but  it  should  be 
borne  in  mind  that  the  increase  of  1869  over  1868  ifas  very  striking,  being 
more  than  10  per  cent  in  the  attendance.  I  imagine  that  in  these  particulars 
we  have  nearly  reached  our  maximum  numbers  under  the  present  non-com* 
pulsory  system,  and  that  the  increase  in  future  will  be  only  in  proportion  to 
OUT  enlarged  population. 
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We  compare  faTonrablj  with  other  Counties  in  the  Frorince  in  tlus  respeet, 
mirpMsing  most  of  them ;  oar  dailj  average  attendance  for  the  term  in  1889 
being  58.25,  while  that  of  the  whole  Province  was  53,25. 

Four  new  School  Houses  have  been  built  daring  the  past  year,  finished, 
fhmished  and  occupied ;  and  eight  others  are  in  course  of  erection.  When 
they  are  completed  th^re  will  be  but  four  Sections  in  the  whole  County  (and 
these  four  in  Argyle)  which  are  not  possessed  of  a  School  House. 

Host  of  the  buildhigs  are  large  and  commodious,  nearly  all  are  in  good 
condition,  a  few  only  requiring  repairs  of  any  consequence.  All  Houses  that 
have  been  lately  built  have  black-boards  around  the  whole  room.  The  value 
of  all  the  School  property  in  the  County  is  now  estimated  at  $75,500,  being 
an  increase  of  #2,225,  during  the  year.  Six-sevenths  of  this  property  is 
owned  in  the  township  of  Yarmouth. 

There  is  a  yearly  Improvement  in  the  Registers.  Where  they  were  once 
slovenly,  incorrect  and  incomplete  they  are  now  neat  and  clean,  and  the 
work  is,  as  a  general  thing,  finished  mp  to  the  close  of  every  week. 

The  Inspection  during  the  year  included  120  schools  in  which  I  spent  on 
an  average  2^  hours  and  as  many  in  travelling  to  and  fro ;  making  the  time 
devoted  to  each  school  just  5  hours.  Two  Schools  closed  abruptly  daring 
the  early  part  of  the  term,  therefore  were  not  visited. 

The  amount  voted  for  the  support  of  Schools  during  the  year  1870  was 
111,250;  for  1871  it  has  so  far  reached  #12,400. 

This  amount  will  be  added  to,  as  usual,  at  special  meetings  held  during 
tbe  year  as  required.  It  is  independent  of  #2,575,  voted  to  be  appropriated 
to  the  building  and  repairing  of  School  Houses  next  Summer. 

All  that  I  have  heard  during  the  year  inclines  me  to  the  belief  that  the 
people  are  becoming  more  in  favour  of  compulsory  attendance.  There  is 
no  reason  that  the  law  should  be  so  strictly  carried  out  as  to  bear  heavily 
upon  those  who  have  a  good  excuse  for  not  sending  their  children  to  school 
during  the  whole  number  of  days  specified.  Trustees  might  have  power  to 
relieve  such  from  the  penalty ;  but  let  it  apply  sternly  to  the  ignorant  and 
selfish  parents  who  have  no  right  to  infiict  wrong  and  injustice  upon  their 
children  by  keeping  them  in  a  state  of  ignorance.  It  should  be  at  the  option 
of  the  parent  that  the  child  might  make  up  the  required  number  of  days, 
during  any  part  of  the  whole  school  year,  because  many  of  the  larger  boys  are 
absolutely  required  at  the  farm,  or  on  the  fishing-grounds  during  the  sum- 
mer, and  many  of  the  girls  and  smaller  boys  cannot  attend  during  the  winter 
on  account  of  the  long  distance  some  have  to  travel  and  for  want  of  proper 
clothing.  The  parent  ought  certainly  to  be  at  liberty  to  choose  the  term.  Those 
ratepayers  who  have  no  children  to  send  complain  that  the  very  peisons  for 
whom  their  taxes  are  most  required,  the  poor  and  ignorant,  receive  least  ad- 
vantage from  them ;  while  the  children  of  the  more  wealthy  part  of  the  com- 
munity reap  the  benefit ;  and  all  because  these  poor  and  ignorant  children 
are  allowed  to  absent  themselves. 

As  regards  the  amendment  of  1869  I  find  but  one  opinion  respecting  the 
Poll-Taz,  and  that  is  decidedly  in  favour  of  it    There  may  be  here  and  there 
an  old  man  who  is  required  to  pay  more  as  FoU-Tax  than  he  formerly  did  as 
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assessment;  but  after  all  it  is  only  a  dollar,  and  if  he  is  unable  to  pay  that  dollar 
his  kind  neighbors  the  trustees  will  no  doubt  relieve  him,  as  they  are  em- 
powered to  do.  The  only  objection  to  the  exemption  of  old  men,  ministers 
and  women,  that  I  have  heard  of,  is  that  it  is  rather  too  large,  $1000  covering 
too  much  property  and  totally  exempting  too  many.  The  princ  iple  is  approved 
of,  but  the  general  feeling  seems  to  be  that  ^00  would  have  been  better.  I 
do  not  think  that  an  entire  removal  of  the  exemption  would  be  advisable,  be- 
cause it  now  disposes  of  much  of  the  opposition  which  formerly  existed. 

The  greatest  want  we  now  feel  is  that  of  qualified  teachers.  Sections  that 
have  voted  money  and  are  anxious  to  establish  Scho  ols  within  their  borders 
are  prevented  from  so  doing  by  the  impossibility  of  obtaining  teachers.  Your 
Beport  for  1869  states  tiiat  next  to  Halifax  City,  Yarmouth  County  gave  the 
highest  salaries  to  Male  teachers  of  the  first  class,  nearly  (M^04  on  an  average, 
which  is  $106  above  that  of  the  whole  Province.  I  wish  this  fact  were  more 
generally  known,  that  teachers  might  receive  the  benefit  of  the  information 
and  our  wants  be  better  supplied.  I  believe  that  our  average  for  the  last  term 
of  1870  will  be  found  to  be  about  $555. 

Tho  permission  to  purchase  books  and  apparatus  in  the  different  towns  of 
the  Province,  without  the  trouble  and  expense  of  sending  to  Halifax,  will  be 
productive  of  much  good.  In  many  instances  trustees  of  remote  sections  do 
not  find  it  convenient  to  send  so  far  for  the  few  books  they  may  from  time  to 
time  require ;  and  rather  than  do  so,  purchase  them  at  the  bookseller's  usual 
price  in  the  nearest  town ;  thus  tlie  grant  is  lost  to  them.  They  prefer  car- 
rying the  books  home  in  their  waggons  rather  than  waiting  an  uncertain  time 
to  receive  them  from  abroad.  Another  advantage  of  the  change  will  be,  that 
the  Inspector  can  more  readily  insist  upon  apparatus  being  procured  when 
they  can  be  obtained  with  so  little  trouble  to  the  teachers,  and  in  any  quantity, 
however  small,  that  may  be  required  at  the  time. 

Each  term  I  find  the  A  Return  more  correctly  made  out.  Where  errors 
and  omissions  abounded  I  now  have  but  few  mistakes  to  correct.  But  the  B 
Returns  are  a  complete  puzzle  to  the  Trustees  ^d  a  great  trouble  to  the 
Inspector.  I  may  say  that  not  one  in  ten  is  free  from  gross  errors,  most  of 
them  so  gross  that  it  is  evident  the  Trustees  do  not  understand  what  they  are 
putting  down.  I  have  made  them  as  correct  as  possible.  A  more  simple 
return  would  give  more  reliable  results.  I  refer  particularly  to  the  '*  income'' 
and  **  expenditure."  The  A  returns  are  generally  sent  in  early,  because  on 
the  receipt  of  them  depends  the  Public  Grant  both  to  trustees  and  teachers ; 
but  the  B  returns  are  very  backward  in  making  their  appearance ;  weeks  pass 
without  my  receiving  them ;  some  never  come  at  all,  and  I  am  obliged  to  fill 
up  my  abstract  from  my  own  knowledge ;  or  I  should  forward  it  to  the  office 
incomplete.  Can  the  penalty  mentioned  on  the  back  be  enforced  at  the  next 
payment  of  the  County  fund?  It  is  too  late  this  term,  the  money  was  paid 
before  the  Return  was  due. 

I  have  still  to  note  the  want  of  interest  manifested  by  the  parents,  and,  what 
is  more  culpable,  by  the  trustees.  To  this  is  to  be  attributed  much  of  the  irre- 
gularity in  attendance,  so  discouraging  to  the  teacher  and  injurious  to  the 
pupil.  In  many  cases  the  Trustees  never  enter  the  School  doors ;  and  I  find 
it  sometimes  imposiiblt  to  have  the  imalleit  repair  made  or  deficiency  rerne* 
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died.  Now  that  the  Sections  are  getting  out  of  debt,  and  the  people  hare  not 
the  lame  excuse  for  their  parsimony,  I  intend  insisting  more  strongljr  upon  the 
required  boolEs  and  apparatus  being  provided  and  the  repairs  carried  out. 

One  cause  of  complaint  is  the  inequality  of  the  Local  Sectional  Assessment 
in  different  parts  of  the  same  County,  and  eren  in  adjoining  Sections.  While 
a  rich  and  prosperous  section  can  support  first  class  teachers  in  splendid 
buildings,  with  all  the  necessary  equipment,  by  an  assessment  of  13  cents  on 
the  9100,  another,  scattered  and  poor,  is  compelled  to  raise  50  or  60  cents  on 
the  9100,  for  the  support  of  a  third  class  teacher  in  a  smaU,  inconvenient,  di- 
lapidated building,  destitute  of  much  that  is  required  to  carry  on  the  trork. 
iLnd  it  is  more  difficult  to  raise  the  half  dollar  in  the  poor  one  than  a  dollar  in 
the  rich  one.  This  operates  strongly  against  the  local  assessment,  which 
might  be  reduced  somewhat  by  an  increase  in  the  County  assessment. 

Another  cause  of  complaint  is  the  bringing  together  the  people  of  a  neigh* 
borhood  once  every  year,  and  oftener  if  a  special  meeting  is  called,  to  quarrel 
for  a  whole  evening  over  their  school  business,  instead  of  amicably  voting  the 
necessary  funds  for  the  education  of  their  growing  up  families.  Those  meet 
ings  give  renewed  life  to  the  opposition  which  would  otherwise  in  time  die  out. 
It  will  be  a  bright  day  when  the  Trustees  shall  be  empowered  by  Law  to  assess 
the  Section  without  calling  a  meeting  to  do  so.  The  amount  required  will  be 
very  small  after  the  Government  see  fit  to  incrtcue  the  County  fund  say  83  or 
60  per  cent 

I  hope  I  have  not  transgressed  in  giving  my  opinions  so  freely.    I  think  they 

are  correct.    They  are  founded  upon  my  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  work* 

ing  of  the  different  School  Laws  of  this  Province  during  the  last  43  years. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  J.  FARISH, 

Inspector* 
To  the  Rev.  A.  S.  Hunt,  A.  M., 

Superintendent  of  Education » 
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Samtbl  K.  Bvsbbxx,  Inspector. 
r 
So,— I  respectftiUj  beg  leave  to  submit  this  my  Sixth  Annual  Report  of  the 

Schools  in  the  County  of  Guysborough  for  the  year  ended  31st  October,  1870. 

And  in  doing  so  I  hope  to  show  that  notwithstanding  the  many  dif&cultie  s 

under  which  this  County  still  labors  that  progress  has  been  made,  although  it 

is  not  so  great  as  I  anticipated,  owing  I  believe  almost  if  not  entirely  to  the 

exemptions  of  widows  and  persons  over  sixty  years  of  age  firom  sectional  tax 

o  the  amount  of  one  thousand  dollars.   No  county  in  the  Province  is  perhaps 

so  much  affected  by  that  alteration  of  the  law  as  this.    So  many  of  the  young 

men  have  left,  that  in  many  Sections  there  are  not  sufficient  rate-payers  to 

support  a  School — and  even  in  some  sections  where  a  School  is  kept,  the 

salaries  are  so  low  that  the  abilities  of  the  teacher  engaged  are  often  found  fitf 

short  of  what  many  of  the  pupils  require. 

The  progress  of  School  matters  in  this  County  has  been  steady  and  I  believe 
the  people  have  done,  and  are  still  anxious  to  do  all  in  their  power  in  the  cause 
of  education,  but  their  pecuniary  resources  are  in  many  instances  so  extremely 
limited  that  they  must  be  tenderly  dealt  with.  The  change  hitherto  effected  in 
the  way  of  improvement  has,  I  think,  been  very  satisfactory. 

In  many  sections  the  buildings,  which  are  good,  are  not  finished  within. 
The  temporary  desks  are  rough.  Black-boards  wanting  and  outhouses  are  re- 
quired, but  to  complete  these  and  keep  the  Schools  in  operation,  while  the 
debts  on  the  buildings  are  still  unpaid  is  a  difficulty  not  easily  surmounted. 
The  following  table  exhibits  an  increase  of  departments  over  that  of  any 
former  year,  but  many  of  the  teachers  are  of  the  lower  grades ;  this  is  in  part 
owing  to  several  teachers  having  again  placed  themselves  under  tuition,  but  it 
is  principally  owing  to  the  small  sums  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  trustees  by 
the  section. 


TXACBSRS  AND  GraDM  FOR  1870. 

1          A       1        B         1         C        1         D             K 

1 

|M         F|M         F|M         F|M         F        F 

1  Total. 

Winter.. 
.Summer 


1 
1 


0 
0 


5 

5 


0 
0 


7 

8 


9 
13 


9 
10 


10 
12 


8 
15 


49 
64 


Depabtmbhts  of  1869  and  1870. 

1869.    AprU 44.    1870.    April 49. 

'<        October 61.        <*        October 64. 

Showing  an  increase  of  5  departments  for  1870. 
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PeFILS  BXOZBTBRXD  AXD  XOKBTS  PAID  IK  1870  TROX  Co.  UTD  PbOTDTCB. 

Papils. 

Co,  Fond. 

P.  Grant. 

Anril.  1870 • 

2409 
2988 

91941.66 
1936.43 

•1656.65 
2175.42 

October  •*  •••••• •• 

•3877.99 

•3881.07 

No.  of  pupils  for  1869. 
«*  "  1870. 


2620 
2698 


! 


IncreMe  78. 


New  buildings  hare  been  erected  in  Tracadie  Section  35,  Sandjr  Core  sec- 
Hon  14— and  one  finished  in  Section  2  in  the  District  of  Gujsborough;  and 
neat  and  comfortable  buildings  hare  been  erected  in  Goose  Island  Section  28, 
West  Liscomb  29,  Caledonia  7,  and  one  is  commenced  in  Beckerton  No.  27, 
in  the  District  of  St.  Mary.  The  border  sections  18  on  the  South  Pictou 
line  and  86  on  the  Antigonish  line  so  long  in  dispute  hare  been  finally  settled. 

Cfew  Harbor  section  16,  Half  Island  Core  17,  White  Head  21,  Tracadie  38, 
Colored  people  34,  Antigonish  Old  road  7,  and  Roman  Valley  backlands  are 
stiU  without'buildings  or  schools,  and  all,  with  the  exception  of  Crow  Haibor, 
apparently  unable  to  build,  and  I  beliere  nothing  can  be  effected  here  without 
•pedal  aid.  Section  ^  is  a  settlement  of  colored  people  with  at  least  60  chil- 
dren between  5  and  15.  The  people  are  not  only  poor,  but  generally  ignorant 
— and  although  sereral  attempts  haye  been  made  to  get  them  to  commence  a 
building,  nothing  has  yet  been  done.  When  the  buildings  at  Port  Beckerton 
and  Lower  Liscomb  are  finished,  erery  section  from  White  Head  to  Bcum 
Secum  will  hare  its  building,  but  the  regularity  of  the  Schools  on  these  shores 
must  mainly  depend  on  the  success  of  the  fisheries.  On  my  risit  to  Port  Felix 
school  during  the  last  term  I  was  accompanied  by  the  Rer.  F.  Von  Blerk,  P.P. 
The  school  was  in  charge  of  Misi  Judith  Terrio  and  well  attended.  The 
people  are  French,  and  the  children  a  few  years  ago  had  scarcely  a  word  of 
English.  On  the  day  of  my  ylsit  I  found  a  number  who  could  read  Tery 
creditably — and  the  strict  attention  and  real  earnest  desire  to  improye  through 
the  whole  school  was  rery  gratifying,  and  the  recitations,  by  seyeral  of  the 
female  pupils  would  be  a  credit  if  found  in  other  schools  of  higher  pretensions, 
where  recitations  are  entirely  neglected  or  deliyered  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
cause  anything,  rather  than  pleasure.  The  three  French  sections  are  under 
the  care  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Von  Blerk,  whose  constant  attention  to  the  schools 
therein  has  effbcted  much  good  on  these  shores.— Two  of  the  teachers  em- 
ployed are  familiar  with  both  languages. 

The  following  Schools  were  in  operation  for  the  term  last  past.  Guysboro'— 
the  Academy — Preparatory,  Senior,  and  Junior  Elementary  departments, 
Riyer  side,  North  Interyale,  Roman  Valley,  Cooks  Coye,  Colored  People,  Old 
road,  Salmon  Biyer,  Lake  Settlement,  New  Harbor,  Halfway  Coye,  Fox  Island 
Ifain,  White  Head,  Port  Felix,  Charlo*s  Coye,  Torbay,  Gammons  Point,  Man- 
chester 28,  Manchester  30,  Manchester  31,  Manchester  32,  Tracadie  35,  Port 
Mi|lgrare,two  departments.  Pirate  Harbor,  Steep  Creek,  Sand  Point  39  C, 
Sand  Point  39  D,  Oyster  Ponds,  Country  Harbor  41,  Country  Harbor  42,  Coun- 
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try  Harbor  4t,  Isaac's  Harbor  45,  Isaac's  Harbor  iS^  Island  Harbor  47,  Qiant'a 
Lake  46,  Argyle  49  and  Middletown. 

8herbrooke  (St.  Mary's)  three  departments,  Still  Water,  Glenelg,  Caledonia 
4,  Caledonia  5,  Caledonia  6,  Caledonia  7,  Caledonia  9,  Melrose  10^  Cross  Roads,. 
East  Rtrer,  Lochaber,  Liscomb,  Wine  Harbor,  Indian  Harbor,  Sonora  Rirer 
24,  Goldenyille  two  departments,  Gbshen,  and  Goose  Island. 

The  Academy  and  second  department  are  still  in  the  hands  of  our  long-tried 
and  much  respected  teachers  Mr.  S.  McNaugbton,  M.A.,  and  Mr.  Robinson 
Cox,  whose  length  of  serrice  has  been  no  less  profitable  to  the  County  than  it 
has  been  creditable  to  themselres.  The  success  of  this  Institution  has  been 
great,  especially  in  proriding  teachers  for  the  other  sections. 

Srery  semi-annual  eTamination  of  candidates  for  license  affords  ample  proofs 
of  the  efficiency  of  the  institution  by  the  number  of  licenses  obtained  by  the 
pupils  taught  therein.  The  only  thing  to  be  regretted  is,  the  rery  short  time 
which  many  of  the  pupils  coming  from  a  distance  can  afford  to  attend.  SeTeral 
young  people  from  St.  Mary's  and  other  parts  hare  attended— whose  high  moral 
characters  hare  been  duly  appreciated— and  Uoenses  of  B  grade  hare  been  the 
reward  of  their  industry  and  studious  habits. 

The  Elementary  departments  are  in  charge  of  females  of  the  ^rst  class — 
the  best  of  order  is  maintained  and  the  progress  made  is  good. 

The  graded  Schools  at  PortMulgraye,  Sherbrooke  an4  Goldenville  have  had 
competent  teachers — ^who  hare  labored  diligently  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties— and  the  progress  generally  is  satisfactory.  Sherbrooke  offers  good 
salaries,  but  the  teachers  of  the  higher  department  nerer  remain  for  two 
years.  I  hope  to  see  a  male  teacher  of  the  first  class  and  much  experience 
engaged  for  the  next  year,  for  it  is  the  teacher  alone  who  must  reconcile  the 
little  difficulties  which  exist  t)iere,  and  which  I  belieye  arise  entirely  from  the 
Trustees  and  people  not  risiting  the  school.  The  register  shows  a  fisarfiil 
lack  in  this  respect — and  the  teachers  finding  no  sympathy,  no  kind  co-opera* 
tion,  become  disheartened. 

Cape  Ganso,"!  am  sorry  to  hare  again  to  report  this  school  as  Independent. 
It  is  one  of  the  finest  and  most  populous  sections  in  the  County,  containing 
but  little,  if  any,  short  of  two  hundred  children  between  five  and  fifteen  years 
of  age.  There  are  in  Canso  excellent  accommodations  for  three  departments ; 
and  permission  to  erect  or  otherwise  procure  a  building  on  the  Island  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  people  who  resort  there  wiUi  their  families  during  the 
fishing  season  has  been  granted ;  and  in  October  last,  at  the  request  of  some  of 
the  inhabitants,  I  convened  a  meeting  in  accordance  with  law,  and  the  meeting 
was  held — but  nothing  was  done.  A  school  is  constantly  kept  in  the  section 
by  Mr.  James  Young,  a  licensed  teacher  of  excellent  character— but  there  are 
no  trustees.  A.  N.  Whitman,  Esq.,  being  at  present  the  owner  of  the  build- 
ings, exercises  the  entire  control  and  guarantees  the  teacher's  salary.  The  re- 
gistered pupils  of  this  section  formerly  numbered  about  one  hundred  and 
thirty.  The  state  of  affairs  here  is  to  be  much  regretted  as  there  is  no  real 
cause,  but  that  of  some  imaginary  religious  differences  which  prerents  the  re- 
gular organization  of  the  school,  and  keeps  school  matters  in  this  unhappy 
state. 


GUY8B0R0*    COUNTY.  87 

Ttachirs,  — We  hAre  manj  worthy  and  hard-working  teachers  whose  hearts 
are  reallj  in  their  work.  These  are  constantly  engaged,  and  generally  for 
seTcral  terms  in  the  same  section.  Bat  we  hare  also  some  who  are  constantly 
flying  abont  from  section  to  section,  doing  little  good  for  their  pupils  and  none 
for  themselres.  While  I  am  happy  to  say  we  hare  sereral,  who,  knowing  their 
deficiencies — and  feeling  the  responsibility  dcToMng  upon  them,  nerer  fail  to 
make  good  use  of  their  leisure  hours,  and  to  seek  further  instruction  whenerer 
their  means  will  allow  them.  These  are  the  teachers  the  country  wants— and 
the  only  ones  who  can  expect  to  reach  a  creditable  position  in  the  profession. 

Tns9t€e$  and  Secretaries. — The  duties  required  of  these  ol&cers  are  often 
rery  inefficiently  carried  out  or  entirely  neglected.  Many  of  them  are  away 
to  the  fishery  for  two  months  or  more,  absent  at  the  Annual  meetings,  and 
seldom  if  ever  Tisiting  the  Schools  under  their  control,  when  at  home,  leaving 
the  teacher  and  pupils  to  do  the  best  they  can.  These  difficulties  in  some  few 
sections  cannot  be  bettered  at  present  except  through  the  teacher,  who  by  re- 
maining some  time  in  the  section  and  showing  by  his  work  that  a  regular 
School  is  worthy  of  proper  support— and  that  he  himself  has  the  interest  of 
his  pupils  at  heart — that  nothing  tends  to  enliven  the  School  and  create  energy 
in  the  pupils,  so  much  as  the  frequent  visits  and  kind  sympathies  of  parents 
and  others.  The  teacher  should  make  himself  familiar  with  the  directions  for 
keeping  his  register,  and  with  the  blank  returns,  and  kindly  render  the  trus- 
tees every  assistance  in  his  power. 

Books. — The  prescribed  books  are  generally  used,  but  the  supply  in  many 
sections  is  very  limited,  and  the  manner  of  getting  them  very  irregular.  Fa- 
rents  often  buy  their  own,  leaving  others  who  cannot  afford  to  purchase  books 
to  go  without — consequently  their  children  are  neglected  or  kept  from  school 
for  want  of  them. 

Salaries. — I  believe  all  engagements  with  teachers  for  the  l|Mt  year  were 
made  in  good  fkith,  although  several  of  the  written  agreements  were  not  in 
proper  fbrm« 

Registers. — Many  of  these  are  very  neatly  kept  and  particularly  correct 
but  there  are  some  which  do  their  keepers  no  credit. 

School  Rooms. — Wherever  there  is  a  good  secretary  and  good  trustees,  who 
provide  fuel  and  house  it  properly — and  insist  on  cleanliness,  I  find  the  teacher 
happy  and  the  children  comfortable— but  wherever  I  found  these  requisites 
neglected  I  found  nothing  right. 

During  the  summer  I  visited  fifty-six  departments,  but  as  the  racations  are 
not  all  had  at  the  same  time,  I  could  not  possibly  meet  with  all  in  session. 
The  amount  of  travelling  in  this  County  is  very  great — as  nearly  every  road 
has  to  be  retraced  before  other  Schools  can  be  reached,  and  some  of  the  shore 
roads  are  still  in  such  a  state  as  to  make  it  impossible  to  take  horses  orer 
them  except  in  the  winter. 
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In  concloBion  I  beg  leare  to  state  that  there  exists  no  opposition  to  the 
establishment  of  Schools  thronghont  the  County,  bat  the  want  of  means  in 
eereral  sections  is  too  great  to  admit  any  exemptions  from  sectional  rates — 
Airther  than  the  law  allowed  preyioos  to  the  amendment  of  1869. 

From  the  first  of  my  Inspectorship  to  the  present  I  hare  receired  the  most 
respectftil  and  kind  treatment  from  all  parties. 

SAMUEL  K.  RUSSELL. 
To  the  Rbt.  a.  S*  Huvt,  A.M., 
Superintendent  of  Education. 
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A.  W.  Sayabt,  Esq.,  Inspector. 

Sni,— I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  report  on  the  state  and  progress  of  Educa- 
tion in  the  County  of  Digby  for  the  past  year. 

Dutriet  of  Dighy. — There  hare  been  in  operation  during  the  entire  year  in 
this  district  four  graded  schools,  riz. : 

1st.  The  Digby  Academy,  under  the  charge  of  John  J.  Cameron,  Esq.,  B. 
A.,  4  departments. 

and.  School  at  Westport,  8  departments. 

8rd.  School  at  Bear  Birer,  2  departments. 

4th.  School  at  Freeport,  L.  I.,  2  departments. 
And  during  the  Winter  Term  24  not  graded,  a  decrease  of  2  as  compared  with 
the  corresponding  Term  of  the  prerious  year. 

Daring  the  Summer  Term  there  were  80  not  graded,  the  whole  shewing  the 
gratifying  increase  of  5  orer  the  corresponding  term  of  the  preyious  year.  The 
total  number  of  scholars  registered  in  all  these  schools  was  for  the  Winter 
Term  2077,  including  scholars  from  Clare  in  a  border  section,  shewing  an  in- 
crease of  94  orer  the  corresponding  term  of  the  preyious  year,  notwithstand- 
ing the  decrease  of  2  schools ;  another  evidence  that  our  educational  privi- 
leges are  becoming  more  and  more  appreciated  by  the  people. 

For  the  Summer  Term  the  number  of  pupils  registered  was  2058,  or  an  in* 
crease  of  about  141  over  the  corresponding  term  of  the  previous  year.  It  will 
thus  be  remarked  that  every  section  in  the  district  of  Digby,  except  three,  has 
had  the  benefit  of  a  school  during  the  whole  or  a  part  of  the  Summer  Term.  One 
of  these  was  the  new  Section,  Union,  No.  87,  cut  off  last  May  from  Miiford 
Corner,  No.  1,  and  not  organized  in  time.  A  good  school  house  is  in  progress 
of  erection  in  this  section,  which  I  expect  to  see  open  for  use  in  May  next. 
Another  was  the  Light  House  Boad,  No*  21.  Here  also  a  school  house  coi^- 
menced  some  timeago,  will  be  ready  for  use  the  first  of  May  next  or  earlier. 
To  both  of  these,  as  well  as  two  others,  I  recommended  the  Commissioners  to 
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illot  their  County  AtseMmeiit  for  Edacation  for  two  jean,  under  the  jodiciona 
proTifionf  of  the  Act  of  1869,  and  in  two  of  these  eases,  hat  for  the  assistance 
thns  secoredy  the  completion  of  the  school  house  would  hare  heen  indeflnitelj 
postponed. 

District  of  Clare.— In  Clare  there  were  during  the  Winter  Term  18  schools, 
a  decrease  of  8  aa  compared  with  the  corresponding  term  of  the  preyious  year ; 
and  during  the  summer  there  were  15  schools  in  operation  under  the  law,  a 
decrease  of  two  as  compared  with  the  prerious  summer. 

In  the  Winter  Term  there  were  registered  at  these  schools  902  pupils  or  a 
decrease  of  186  as  compared  with  the  preyious  winter ;  and  in  the  Summer 
Term  there  were  registered  1096,  a  decrease  of  96  from  the  prerious  summer. 

In  the  Winter  Term  there  was  one  graded  school,  Tiz.,  in  Bearer  Rirer  Sec- 
tion, No.  18,  bordering  on  Yarmouth ;  but  in  the  summer  this  school  was  un- 
fortunatelj  closed.  The  children  however  were  not  whollj  deprired  of  the 
opportunitj  of  instruction,  as  two  good  schools  conducted  bj  licensed  teach- 
ers were  opened,  and  supported  by  the  more  enterprising  of  the  ratepayers. 
One  of  these,  as  well  as  a  school  similarly  supported  in  another  section,  I  tI- 
sited  and  inspected ;  both  were  well  attended ;  but  neither  of  them  could  be 
included  in  the  distribution  sheet  or  gOTemment  grant,  and  hence  the  appor 
rtnt  decr9a$$  in  attendance  during  the  Summer  Term. 

New  S^iool  Hotuu — Dighy  Dietrid.—ThiB  Winter  Term  the  graded  school 
at  Bear  Rirer,  No.  8,  will  be  held  in  the  fine  building  which  the  enterprise 
and  public  spirit  of  the  people  hare  constructed.  I  hayo  already  referred 
to  three  other  sections  which  hare  completed,  or  haye  brought  nearly  to  com- 
pletion, suitable  houses  for  educational  purposes.  In  three  sections  I  hare 
adTised  the  Board  to  condemn  the  old  houses.  In  two  of  these,  Westport,  No. 
85,  and  Tiyerton,  No.  81,  the  people  immediately  assessed  themselves  for  the 
sum  necessary  to  erect  new  buildings.  These  are  likely  to  be  creditable  to 
the  taste  and  public  spirit  of  the  people  of  those  localities,  and  adequate  to 
their  requirements. 

Dieirict  of  Clare, — Here  also  are  signs  that  the  march  of  Bducation  is  on- 
ward. New  Edinburgh  Section,  No.  1,  will  have  its  school  house  finished  by 
fpring;  and  another  is  in  progress  in  the  Herrington  Road  Section,  No.  29; 
and  I  am  glad  to  learn  that  the  people  of  Salmon  Rirer  hare  taken  steps 
for  the  erection  of  a  large  and  suitable  building.  At  my  suggestion,  cordially 
approved  of  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Board,  the  Very  Rer.  James  Daley, 
this  section  and  a  new  one,  cut  off  firom  it  last  year,  were  re- united  at  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Board,  on  condition  that  the  combined  ratepayers  should  take 
immediate  steps  to  erect  a  conunodious  building,  and  the  result  has  met  our 
expectations. 

In  this  district  I  hare  been  particularly  pleased  with  the  admirable  schools 
oenducted  l^  the  Sisters  of  Charity,  in  sections  five  and  nine,  and  by  Mr. 
Gandet,  in  section  six.  The  teachers  i^parently  eqjoy  the  respect  and  affec- 
tion of  the  scholars,  whose  moral,  as  well  as  mental  training,  and  the  cultira- 


90  EDUCATION— inspectors'  EEPOETS. 

tion  of  the  tmenities  m  well  as  the  practical  duties  of  life,  are  most  carefully 
attended  to.  The  result  is  that  obedience  to  teachers  and  respect  to  authority 
generally,  are  erinced  by  the  papils  in  these  schools  in  a  more  pleasing  man- 
ner and  in  a  more  marked  degree  than  in  any  others  risited  by  me.  Youth 
so  trained'  can  scarcely  fail  to  make  useM  citizens  and  good  subjects  in  after 
life. 

S^iocl  Boohi  and  Jjs^porotef .— Most  of  the  schools  are  well  supplied  with 
these  requisites,  and  I  hope  the  Goremment  will  continue  the  grant  to  enable 
them  to  be  purchased  at  reduced  rates.  Besides  the  benefits  directly  confer- 
red by  this  gratuity  on  poor  sections,  it  remores  every  excuse  for  delinquency 
on  the  part  of  parents  and  Trustees,  and  thus  adds  additional  weight  to  the  in- 
junctions of  the  Inspector.  The  exceptions  to  the  ordinary  full  supply  are 
more  frequent  and  embarrassing  in  Clare,  French  books  being  so  much  more 
difficult  to  procure.  I  suggested  last  year  the  expediency  of  the  GoTernment 
arranging  for  a  supply  of  books  from  Quebec  for  these  schools,  and  giving 
French  schools  the  advantage  as  to  cheapness  now  available  to  the  English 
speaking  population.  It  is  true  that  the  authorixed  books  in  that  Province 
are  not  adapted  to  mixed  schools ;  but  practically  owing  to  the  homogeneous 
character  of  the  population  of  Clare  in  respect  to  religion,  as  well  as  language, 
no  inconvenience  could  result,  and  no  violation  of  the  $p%r%t  and  intention, 
whatever  may  be  the  letter  of  the  law. 

On  the  whole  it  is  abundantly  evident  that  the  eduoational  sentiment  is 
steadily  spreading  and  strengthening  among  the  people.  Aversion  to  sec- 
tional and  special  taxation  on  the  part  of  many  of  the  ratepayers  is  all  the  ob- 
stacle to  the  existence  of  a  school  in  every  section  in  this  County.  As  I  point- 
ed out  last  year,  this  can  only  be  removed  by  an  increase  in  the  County  tax. 
For  this  reason,  as  well  as  the  difficulty  and  uncertainly  as  to  the  realization 
of  the  amount,  I  still  think  the  poll-tax  should  be  collected  by  the  County 
authorities  over  the  whole  County,  instead  of  being  made  to  depend  on  the 
vote  of  the  ratepayers  in  each  section. 

In  conclusion,  I  feel  bound  to  give  you  notice  of  my  intention  to  ask  the 
Government  to  relieve  me  of  the  office  of  Inspector  at  the  close  of  the  current 
school  year,  and  I  hope  that  it  will  be  found  at  that  time  that  the  cause  of 
Education  in  this  County  has  progressed  satisfactorily  during  my  term  of 
office. 

Before  closing  my  report  I  feel  disposed  to  make  a  remark,  if ,  as  a  subordi- 
nate officer,  I  can  with  propriety  do  so,  on  the  recent  minute  of  the  Council 
of  Public  Instruction,  in  reference  to  the  examination  and  licensing  of  Teach- 
ers. I  deem  the  exemption  from  an  examination  accorded  to  those  holding 
first  and  second  class  District  licenses,  and  licenses  from  the  Normal  and 
other  British  training  schools,  a  just  as  well  as  a  generous  provision.  Those 
holding  District  licenses  received  them  at  the  hands  of  competent  examiners 
in  the  different  counties ;  and  there  seems  to  exist  no  valid  reason  for  compel- 
ling them  to  undergo  a  second  time  the  ordeal  of  a  tedious  examination ;  never 
particularly  agreeable  to  persons  even  of  a  not  extraordinarily  sensitive  or 
nervous  temperament;  and  there  can  be  still  less  reason  for  subjecting  li- 
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cente8  of  the  Normal  School  to  this  ordeal.  In  the  Conntf  of  Digby,  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  say,  those  licensed  by  **  other  British  Institntions  "  hare  sustained 
thdr  respectiTe  grades  on  an  ayerage  as  well  as  their  fellow  teachers.  All  the 
cheek  necessary  is  secured  l>y  the  reqaired  certiiloate  of  the  Inspector  and 
odiers,  toaching  the  moral  qualification  and  success  in  teaching— the  true  and 
only  test  of  the  Talue  of  the  ralue  of  the  original  license— and  I  belioTe  that 
the  minute  is  regarded  witii  fkyor  by  the  teachers  as  a  class,  and  those  of  the 
general  publie  who  haye  giyen  the  matter  consideration  in  the  District 
under  my  ofiieial  superyision- 

BespectfbUy  yours, 

A.  W.  SAVARY,  M.  A, 
RxT.  A.  S.  HuHT,  A.  M., 
Superintendent  of  Education. 
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Bsy.  C.  Duff,  Inspector. 

Sib, — Not  haying  receiyed  my  Commission  as  Inspector  of  this  County  until 
the  17th  of  May,  it  will  scarcely  be  expected  that  my  Report  will  coyer  more 
than  the  last  half  of  the  School  year,  or  the  Summer  term,  then  just  com- 
menced ;  and  more  especially  as  there  are,  in  my  possession,  no  documents 
relating  to  the  Winter  term,  saye  a  duplicate  of  the  County  Sheet 

On  receiying  the  papers  etc.,  from  my  predecessor,  I  was  kindly  informed 
by  him  tliat  there  was  not  a  quorum  of  the  Commissioners  at  the  regular  May 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  South  Queens.  I  consequently  secured  the  request 
to  the  Chairman  of  two  of  its  members  to  call  a  meeting.  A  meeting  was 
accordingly  called,  to  take  place  in  the  County  Academy,  July  2nd.  But 
again,  there  was  not  a  quorum.  The  business,  howeyer,  was  transacted  sub- 
ject to  yourapproyal  and  that  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction;  and,  by  a 
little  care,  this  difficulty  I  belieye  of  long  standing,  I  hope  may  be  obyiated 
in  the  future. 

A  stranger,  in  a  measure,  to  the  rise  and  progress  of  the  public  feeling  and 
interest  out  of  which  our  present  School  Law  and  Educational  Status  haye 
grown,  I  was  somewhat  apprehensiye,  in  undertaking  the  discharge  of  my 
duties,  that  I  might  not  be  able  so  to  appreciate  the  different  forms  and  hues 
of  public  sentiment  on  Educational  matters,  as  to  insure  the  wisest  adminis- 
tration of  them.    But  the  uniform  kindness  of  the  people  and  Trustees  haye 
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giren  me  the  follest  asiuranee  of  their  dii position  to  co-operate  for  the  beet 
refults  ander  the  circamttancei. 

Ai  to  my  work,  I  most  giye  yon  rather  the  impr§BM%ons  of  one  who  for  the 
flrtt  time  examines  an  object,  than  of  one  who  by  thorough  proTioos  acquain- 
tance with  it,  is  able  to  coiUraH  the  present  with  the  past.  Haring,  howerer, 
had  seme  little  knowledge  of  the  working  of  a  School  Law,  similar  in  its 
main  featores  to  onr  own,  and  that,  too,  in  a  new  country— I  refer  to  Ontario 
— and  also  some  little  experienee  in  the  work  of  the  School-room,  I  haTO 
been  able,  I  trust,  to  look  with  the  eye,  not  altogether  of  a  noTice,  at  the  pre- 
sent position  of  Education  in  this  County — its  School-houses,  their  ftimiture 
and  apparatus,  and  the  teachers  and  pupils  who  occupy  them. 

I  made  my  ritits  in  almost  erery  instance  without  previous  notice ;  yet, 
generally  speaking,  I  Ibund  the  School-rooms  dean,  the  pupils  neat  and  atten- 
tire,  and  the  teachers  zealous,  dignified,  courteous,  and  intelligent.  The 
following  table  gires  the  number  of  teachers  employed  during  the  Summer 
term,  and  their  several  Grades  of  License : — 


Grades 

A. 

1 

B. 
5 

C. 

IT 

D. 
U 

E. 
8 

Biale. 

Female. 

Total. 

Summer  Term 

12 

?6 

87 

As  the  sereral  Grades  of  License  imply,  I  found  rarious  degrees  of  effi- 
ciency in  the  work  performed  by  the  teachers.  Those  Schools  in  which 
teachers  of  the  highest  grades  were  employed,  I  found  to  be  uniformly  in 
excellent  hands— those  of  patient,  pains-taking,  thorough  workers  who  must 
in  time  make  their  influence  felt,  on  parents  as  well  as  pupils,  in  behalf  of 
advanced  education.  Good  teachers,  however,  require  good  tools  to  work 
with  in  the  shape  of  School-houses,  furniture,  apparatus  and  books.  And  in 
Liverpool,  Port  Medway,  Mill  Village,  MUton,  Greenfield,  and  North  Brook- 
field,  from  what  I  was  able  to  learn  on  my  visits  to  these  places,  and  from  the 
action  taken  in  some  of  them  at  the  Annual  meeting,  the  people  do  not  seem 
to  be  at  all  disposed  to  withhold  them.  North  Brookfleld  sets  an  example 
worthy  of  imitation  by  others,  in  the  furnishing  of  its  School^house.  Beau- 
tifully coloured  objects  illustrative  of  Botany,  Zoology,  Mechanics,  and 
Geography  meet  the  eye  in  every  direction.  This  is  as  it  should  be ;  for  rea- 
sons well  known  to  every  educationist.  Some  one  or  two  Schools  I  found 
without  a  map  of  any  kind ;  but  the  large  minority  of  those  I  visited  are  rea- 
sonably well  supplied  with  them. 

The  prescribed  books  are  invariably  used ;  but  in  few  if  any  instances  do 
the  sections  as  suA  avail  themselves  of  the  advantages  ofi'ered  for  the  pur- 
chase of  them  by  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction ;  a  course  which  would 
doubtless  avoid  difficulties  which  any  other  method  of  procuring  them,  by  the 
order  of  the  Trustees,  must  necessarily  involve. 

The  accuracies  in  Returns  mentioned  in  previous  Reports,  I  found  to  be 
almost  wholly  wanting;  an  improvement  which  speaks  well  for  the  disposition 
of  the  teachers,  to  exerdse  care  in  relation  to  them.  At  the  time  when  the 
pemi-annual  Returns  were  ordered  by  the  Boards  of  Commissioners  to  be  in 
the  Inspector's  hands,  there  was  not  one  behind.    With  the  B.  Returns  wf 
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wtre  not  to  fortanate ;  but  the  mone j  from  the  Connty  Fund  was  withheld 
VBtO  the  Law  was  complied  with. 

The  number  of  papils  registered  during  the  last  half  jrear,  was  1800 ;  that 
of  the  prerioas  half  year  1891 :  making  a  total  for  the  jear  of  8698.  The 
grand  total  days  attendance  of  pnpiU  for  the  Winter  term  was  118,888| ;  that 
ibr  the  Summer  term,  116,894  1-8;  total  for  year,  284,019  1-6.  The  total 
■mount  paid  out  of  the  County  Fund  for  the  year,  was  $2,809.50.  And  the 
■mount  paid  from  the  ProTincial  Treasury  for  the  Summer  term,  was 
#1,440.44. 

One  thing  I  found  especially  discouraging  to  teachers  and  to  all  interested 
in  Education,  namely,  lazness  of  attendance  on  the  part  of  pupils.  The 
malady  seems  to  be  unirersal ;  and  if  there  is  an  exception,  it  is,  strange  to 
tay,  wliere  the  section  is  small  and  the  country  sparsely  settled.  It  is  not 
simply  the  irregularity  or  rather  non-attendance  that  is  so  discouraging ;  but 
the  non-attendance  when  no  real  necessity  exists  for  it. 

The  work  on  comparatiTely  new  ground  advances  slowly,  though  it  ad* 
ranees.  Money  has  been  roted  for  a  new  School-house  at  Middlefleld ;  and 
a  new  Section  has  been  formed  adjoining,  whieh,  howerer,  of  necessity  took 
something  from  an  already  rery  small  section.  It  was,  nerertheless  thought 
best  bj  the  Board  to  create  the  new  one.  They  plan  to  build  during  the  com- 
ing Summer.  The  frame  of  the  building  at  Brooklyn  is  up,  and  it  is 
boarded  in.  The  Trustees  are  making  eyery  effort  to  finish  early  in  the 
Spring.  The  house  at  Eagle  Head  will  be  fit  for  use  next  Summer.  And 
Beach-meadows  will  erect  theirs  also  in  the  Spring. 

I  risited  Fort  Herbert  which,  owing  to  diyisions  among  themselyes,  and  the 
scattered  condition  of  the  population,  have  not  yet  been  able  to  have  a  School 
under  the  new  act  I  purpose  Tisiting  them  again  shortly.  The  people  on 
Port  Mouton  Island,  which  I  also  visited,  are  awake  to  their  needs ;  but  the 
terrible  gale  in  September  which  made  such  sad  havoc  all  along  our  coast, 
just  previously,  checked  for  a  time  the  working  out  of  their  building  purposes. 
A  frame  for  a  School-house  on  Qreat  Island  in  the  mouth  of  Fort  Medway 
harbour,  has  also  been  got  out ;  but  I  found,  when  there  the  work  chiefiy  de- 
volving upon  one  man,  though  there  are  half  a  dozen  families,  and  some 
twelve  or  fifteen  children  of  School  age  to  attend.  I  attempted  to  get  returns 
firom  the  Trustees,  but  failed.  In  these,  and  in  places  inland,  isolated  by 
barrens,  as  these  by  water,  progress  must  be  the  result  of  time,  patience  and 
perseverance. 

That  in  the  direction  of  every  point  of  the  Educational  compass,  there  is 
much  to  be  done  and  room  for  great  improvement  in  doing  it,  is  not  surprising. 
If,  where  so  great  need  existed  for  a  thorough  system  of  Education,  perfection 
could  be  attained  in  a  half  dozen  of  years,  we  might  well  have  reason  to  look 
suspiciously  on  so  gourd-like  a  thing.  That  so  short  a  time  or  less  has  secured 
acquiescence  merely,  with  some  advancement,  in  the  principle  and  fkct  of 
Frovincial  Education,  supported  by  a  tax  upon  the  people,  is  matter  of  con- 
gratulation. Improv€nuni  is  now  the  watchword,— on  the  principle  that 
society  must  advance,  though  its  individuals  step  on  the  stage,  act  their  part 
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for  a  time  and  then  make  waj  for  others.    <*  Yes,  noble  Qalileo,  thou  art 
right,  <  S  pur  si  muoye.'    It  does  more." 

I  am.  Dear  Sir, 

Tonr  Obedient  Serrant, 

CHARLE3  DUFF 
To  the  BeT.  A.  8.  HniiT,  M.A., 
Superintendent  of  Education* 


COUNTY  OF  CAPE  BRETON. 

Edmvnd  Outrax,  Inspector. 

StB) — I  beg  to  lay  before  jou  my  annual  report  of  the  state  of  the  schools 
and  educational  matters  generally  throughout  the  County  of  Cape  Breton,  for 
the  year  ended  October  Slst,  1870. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  inform  you  that  under  all  disadrantages,  the  cause 
of  Education  Is  still  making  steady  progress,  as  shown  in  the  increased  num* 
ber  of  school  houses  erected  and  erecting  during  the  past  year»  and  the  greater 
regularity  of  pupils  in  attendance,  though  the  actual  number  attending  is  not 
so  large  as  heretofore  in  consequence  of  the  closing  of  several  schools,  the 
opening  of  new  sections  with  new  school  houses  hitherto  not  in  existence.  Of 
course  the  increase  in  number  is  not  nearly  so  great  by  any  means  as  in  some 
of  the  former  years,  but  then  there  is  this  obrious  reason,  namely,  that  the 
County  is  nearly  filled  up)  and  from  this  time  there  will  be  but  few  sections  to 
create,  and  those  only  on  the  outskirts  of  the  County  and  the  inmost  recesses 
of  the  forest  clearings. 

Teachers,  both  male  and  female,  especially  the  latter,  are  of  a  much  higher 
class  than  they  were  last  year,  are  more  numerous,  and  haye  taken  pains  to 
qualiQr  themselves  in  order  to  obtain  Provincial  licenses,  in  which  laudable 
object,  I  am  happy  to  say,  quite  a  number  have  succeeded.  We  have  now 
a  pretty  large  staff  of  Teachers  holding  Provincial  licenses  employed.  From 
the  examples  set  by  the  candidates  at  the  last  examination  in  obtaining  Fro* 
vincial  licenses  and  higher  grades  much  emulation  will  necessarily  be  engen- 
dered, and  I  trust  with  beneficial  results.  Trustees  have  so  much  more  re* 
gard  for  a  Teacher  holding  a  Provincial  license,  that  there  is  a  great  probabi- 
lity in  another  year  or  two,  there  will  be  none  other  employed  as  Teacher  OTen 
in  remote  back  lands. 

TeaOurs.'-'ln  the  Winter  term  there  were  102  Teaeht rs  employed,  tlasi«d 
as  follows  t 
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A. 

B. 

c. 

D. 

B. 

Totals. 

lialei 

1 

12 

18 

4 

M 
18 

4 

2d 

FemalM 

1 

la 

rt 

68 

4 

109 

In  the  Summer  Term  there  were  103  Teftchers  employed,  cUMed  as  fol- 
lows: 


A. 

B. 

0. 

I>. 

E. 

Totals. 

UmIm 

1 

18 

10 
T 

47 
11 

8 

T7 

Females 

M 

1 

is 

28 

68 

« 

108 

From  the  abore  tables  it  will  be  seen  that  there  is  a  slight  falling  off  from 
the  namber  of  Teachers  employed  daring  the  prerious  year ;  the  number  of 
Teachers  then  employed  was— Summer  Term,  106 ;  Winter  Term,  106. 

Schools  in  operation  for  the  year  ending  October  81st  1870. 
Number  of  sections  haying  schools  in  operation  Winter  Term .  ••    89 

«*          •     "             "           "               "          Summer    ••     ..    90 
Number  of  school  departments  Winter  Term 102 

•*  •*  "  Summer    "    103 

There  has  also  been  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  children  in  attendance.  I 
attribute  this  slight  falling  off  to  the  exemption  of  rate-payers  over  sixty,  from 
their  liability  to  school  taxations, 

S^ool'houies.^^There  hare  been  six  new  school-houses  erected  during  the 
past  year,  but  they  are  only  small  and  in  out  of  the  way  secdons.  Some  hare 
been  pretty  well  finished,  the  rest  sufficiently  so  as  to  enable  the  Trustees  to 
keep  the  school  in  session  during  the  approaching  winter.  We  haye  now  im 
this  County  119  school  sections.  111  of  which  haye  school-houses,  from  the 
handsome  buildings  at  the  North  Bar,  Little  Glace  Bay  and  Upper  North  Syd- 
ney, to  the  distant  and  homely  little  log-houses  still  existing  in  some  sections 
of  the  County. 

The  new  country  school-houses  are  generally  warm  and  comfortable,  but 
certainly  not  ornamental,  the  grounds  around  yery  little  attended  to,  which 
remark  may  apply  almost  to  the  whole  County.  Wood  piles,  old  stumps  and 
chips  littered  about  eyerywhere.  Eyen  in  the  more  fayored  sections  the 
grounds  are  yery  untidy,  and  out-houses  particularly  so.  In  the  country  they 
dispense  with  these  temples  of  cloacina  entirely,  probably  not  one  person  in  a 
hundred  haying  eyer  seen  one. 

The  play  grounds  are  not  improved  so  as  to  be  ornaments  to  the  school,  nor 
haye  they  any  gymnastic  apparatus  such  as  parallel  bars,  swings,  leaping  bars, 
&c.,  such  as  are  seen  in  other  countries,  for  the  benefit  and  amusement  of  the 
children.  Scholars  haye,  however,  the  blessings  of  fresh,  pure  and  bracing 
air,  and  plenty  of  room  for  exercise  eyerywhere,  and  are  not  so  much  in  need 
of  these  things  as  are  the  dwellers  in  large  towns.  As  for  our  schools  in  the 
larger  and  wealthier  sections,  as  I  remarked  in  my  last  report,  we  haye 
every  cause  for  being  satisfled,  all  progressing  satisiSACtorily,  and  conducted  l^ 
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A  thoroof hij  competent  selection  of  Temchen.  The  Coanty  Academy  in  all 
its  departments  is  working  remarkably  well,  although  we  hare  too  frequent 
changes  in  the  Head  Department  North  Sydney  school  is  admirably  conducted 
by  Bir.  Dimock  in  one  rooifi,  and  also  by  his  colleague,  Mr.  McLeod,  in  the 
other.  There  is  also  a  good  class  room.  A  new  building  has  also  been  put 
up  at  the  eastern  end  of  the>own  for  Miss  Walsh. 

Uppir  North  SydMy. — The  school  so  successfid  as  a  competitor  for  the  su* 
perior  school  grant  in  former  times,  has  been  working  well  under  Mr.  Porter's 
euperrision.  Sydney  Mines  has  also  schools  in  good  order,  especially  the  one 
conducted  by  Mr.  Kindress.  some  of  the  others  are  by  far  too  much  crowded ; 
this  should  be  rectified.  Little  Glace  Bay  is  well  supplied  with  excellent 
buildings,  Trustees,  Teachers,  furniture  and  all  requisites.  So  has  Cow 
Bay,  excepting  that  the  buildings  might  be  much  improved.  There  are  only 
three  sections  baring  really  tastefhlly  got  up  buildings  in  the  County,  namely, 
North  Sydney,  Upper  North  Sydney,  and  QUce  Bay.  Other  sections  may, 
and  hare,  as  commodious,  and  comfortable  arrangements  inside ;  I  am  merely 
alluding  to  external  appearances.  There  are  some  very  respectable  looking 
buildings  in  other  parts  of  the  County,  such  as  in  Boolarderie  section.  East 
Bay  Chapel,  and  others  too  numerous  to  particularise  here. 

Books f  MapSf  AppeireUui.—'With  respect  to  these  —I  am  still  able  to  report 
a  slight  improrement,  but  very  slight,  and  that  purchased  at  foil  cost.  But  a 
new  day  has  dawned  for  us,  for  the  hard-working  backland  fiurmer,  since  the 
Provincial  book-selling  monopoly  is  done  away  with.  Our  Country  Sections 
will  now  have  the  opportunities  which  they  have  hitherto  been  almost  entirely 
denied.  We  shall  soon  see  our  bookless  Schools  rejoicing  in  an  ample  supply, 
and  the  Qovemment  Grant  as  advantageous  to  the  poor  as  it  has  so  fkr  been 
to  the  rich. 

This  is  an  amendment  of  the  Act  far  surpassing  all  others  that  have  as  yet 
been  made  for  the  dissemination  of  general  knowledge  through  all  classes  of 
the  people.  Many  Sections  have  increased  the  number  of  their  Wall-maps, 
and  some  hitherto  unprovided  have  procured  them.  I  hope  now  to  see  every 
School  with  good  maps.  One  thing  is  inexcusable  in  back  Sections — that  is 
the  small  amount  of  black-board  surface.  They  have  no  excuse  for  this,  as 
any  one  in  the  Section  can  make  one.  The  same  remark  holds  good  as  to  the 
ball-frame,  and  yet  these  two  simple  and  useAil  appurtenances  are  very  little 
used  through  the  country.  The  people  know  but  Utile  about  them,  and 
teachers  do  not  seem  to  care  about  using  them  or  to  understand  how  much 
time  would  be  saved  if  they  would  acquaint  themselves  with  the  systematic 
use  of  them. 

/VimtVurs.— With  regard  to  ftirniture,  I  do  not  know  that  I  am  able  to  re- 
port much  improvement  in  this  article,  excepting  that  some  of  the  richer 
Sections  have  imported  supplies  of  the  best  kinds.  My  remarks  in  the  last 
Report  are  equally  applicable  to  this  year,  as  they  were  to  that,  I  will  therefore 
repeat  them— stating  that  I  find  the  same  difficulty  in  getting  suitable  furni* 
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tore  into  the  SchooUhoaies  as  before.  I  coniider  thii  inezcufable  on  th«par| 
of  tho  people,  and  inrariablj  call  their  attention  to  the  matter.  It  is  in  Tain 
tiiat  I  remind  them  how  necessary  it  is  to  haTO  decent  fhmitnre — that  it  costs 
bnt  little  when  made  in  the  Section,  that  they  are  nearly  all  able  to  do  plain 
carpenter  work,  that  scantling  and  boards  are  always  at  hand,  and  timber  of 
all  kinds  plentiAil.  They  promise  fairly,  bnt  that  in  most  cases,  is  the  end  of 
it,  and  I  And  bnt  little  improvement.  It  is  in  the  matter  of  desks 
in  which  they  are  most  deficient.  The  benches  in  general  are  well 
tnongfa,  though  often  too  high,  and  in  a  few  schools  are  rery  rongh, 
being  merely  stoat  poles  flattened  with  an  aze.  These  remarks 
only  apply  of  course  to  some  country  Sections,  the  others  having  in  general 
pretty  well  famished  houses,  and  in  towns  the  Schools  have  the  best  fhrnitore 
that  can  be  obtained.  As  I  predicted  last  year  there  would  net  be  so  many 
Schools  open  or  children  present— so  it  has  tamed  o«t.  I  eiqpect  though  next 
year  Ae  County  will  have  recovered  its  tone  and  the  numbers  wHI  rise  again. 
The  decrease  was  evidently  owing  to  the  exemption  of  Bate«payers  over  40. 
In  my  visits  to  the  Schools,  although  they  were  fewer  in  number  than  last  year, 
I  found  some  improvement  in  most  of  them,  and  in  some,  the  advance  made 
was  very  satisfactory.  On  looking  through  the  Begisters  I  found  many  per- 
fectly well  kept-Hithers  well  and  neatly  kept,  but  daily  columns  not  added  up 
—which  causes  me  much  delay  in  getting  daily  average  for  n^  notes — som 
miserably  kept  in  eveiy  way,  and  in  tome  eases  not  kept  in  the  School-house. 
In  looking  through  the  Register  it  is  worthy  of  note  to  look  at  the  space  Itfl 
for  Visitation  records.  This  ipace  is  in  nearly  all  cases,  very  sparsely  sprinkled 
with  nameS)  in  some  instances  I  may  say  blank,  with  the  exception  of  perhaps 
A  casual  call  fh>m  one  of  the  Trustees  more  enthusiastic  Ihaa  the  rest.  Trus- 
tees should,  in  the  country  at  least,  often  visit  the  School  and  examine  the 
Begisters— there  might  tiien  be  less  irregularity  in  Attendance,  and  the  Sdiool 
would  consequently  draw  more  tnm  the  County  Pnnd. 

Thefv  has  been  an  improvement  in  the  A  Betnras.  I  can  scarcely  make 
out  many  of  theB  Returns,  nor  have  I  as  yet  got  them  aU  in.  Th^  oamo 
me  more  trouble  than  anything  else.  Teachers  leaving  At  the  end  of  the  year 
genemUy,  for  they  Are  a  migmtory  cIass  of  people,  loAvn  the  Tmstees  to 
niAke  up  the  Returns,  which  they  imperfectly  understAud— without  the  Assisi- 
Ance  they  should  give  to  them,  as  in  many  instances  Trustees  of  Sections  can 
neither  read  nor  write.  Tiiis  entails  on  me  a  good  denl  of  guess*woric  prun- 
ing to  mnke  Anything  like  a  respectAble  looking  toble.    I  hope  in  time  things 

will  Improve  in  this  mnttor. 

BDKUND  OUTRAIC, 

laipeotor. 
To  the  Bar.  A.  S.  Hfnrr,  A.  M., 

Smriatoadeatof  BducAtion* 
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COLCHESTER  COUKTT. 
HxiTBT  C.  Ufhaii,  Eflq.^Inapector. 

8im,^I  bag  to  snbiBit  the  following  brief  Beport  of  Edacational  affidn  in 
lliif  Coon^. 

Tbere  are  in  it  107  8ectk>na»  one  of  which  is  so  small  in  population  as  to  be 
unable  to  support  a  School.  In  these,  there  hare  been  in  operation  daring 
the  year,  IIS  different  departments.  Three  Sections,  including  that  just  men- 
tioned, hare  had  no  ScfaooL  The  Teachers  employed  were  of  the  following 
grades: 


A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

B. 

WintAP  Tfirm ••••••••••••        S 

11 

M.  141., 

F.  41  r^ 

8 

RvmmAi'  Tfinn •••••••••4.       A 

U 

M.  .1S>^ 
F.    8S5 

M.     7)^ 
F.    85  5 

4 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  teachers  are  of  low 
grades;  45perctinWinterand89per  ct  in  Summer  being  of  Grade  D.  Our 
Schools  areraged  but  108  days  in  Winter,  and  lOS  in  Summer;  showimg  a  loss 
of  nearly  11  per  cent  in  Winter,  and  of  nearly  18  per  cent  in  Summer.  This 
deficiency  is  not  only  a  loss  in  itself,  but  discreditaUe  to  the  Coun^,  when 
comparative  statemente  are  made.  The  whole  number  of  pupils  registered 
was,  in  winter  6887;  in  Summer  6889 ;  showing  an  increase  orer  the  corres- 
ponding terms  of  the  prerious  year  of  286  in  Winter  and  of  78  in  Summer. 
The  fiill  term  arenge  was  in  Winter,  8689  or  60  per  cent;  in  Summer  8606 
or  48.69  per  cent 

Many  of  our  remote  Sections  are  so  sparsely  settled,  and  the  roads  so  bad 
jn  winter,  that  the  children  cannot  attend  regularly.  This  aflbcts  the  average 
considerably,  but  is  by  no  means  the  chief  cause  of  irregularity.  Among  tho 
principal  causes,  may  be  reckoned,  defective  family  discipline,  carelessness  of 
parents  and  trustees,  the  neglect  of  teachers,  and  frequent  needless  changes. 
As  a  general  rule  it  may  be  steted,  that  in  Sections  moderately  compact,  in 
wliioh  the  people  are  in  fidr  circumstances,  and  in  which  Sdiools  of  good  cha- 
racter are  continuously  kept  up  without  frequent  change  of  teachers ;  or  in 
small  remote  Sections  of  small  population,  the  average  will  be  high.  An 
examination  of  the  Begisters  will  be  sufflcient  to  prove  the  indifference  of  pa- 
rente  and  trustees.  The  Betums  for  the  Summer  Term  say  that  10  schools 
were  not  once  visited  by  a  Trustee ;  that  14  received  but  one  visit  each,  and  that 
80  others  wcft  visited  but  twice.    A  teacher  of  low  grade  or  indifferent  quali- 
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fleatioiii  will  nol  indac«  a  Aill  atttndMiee.  Om  who  shows  himsslf  indifbrent 
as  to  whether  a  papil  is  at  school  or  at  home,  whose  Begister  abnndantlj 
ptores  that  there  has  heen  no  inqniiy  into  or  note  of  the  causes  of  absenoey 
will  soon  scatter  the  most  promising  flock.  The  frequent  change  of  teachers 
is  certainlj  a  great  eril.  It  can  soaioelj  be  credited  that  teachers  are  and 
have  been  guilty  of  the  meanness  of  supplanting  others,  by  going  into  the 
Sections  in  which  they  were  engaged  and  offering  their  serrices  at  lower  rates. 

Btffiiirmiion^'—I  hare  to  note  frurther  ImproTtment  in  this  respect,  and  to 
f titerate  the  complaint  of  my  report  of  last  year— that  caases  of  absenoe  are 
not  always  or  very  often  properly  noted.  Some  teachers  consider  this  dntj 
a  mere  Tezation.  But  when  It  is  considered  what  is  implied  by  its  neglect,  we 
most  cease  to  under-rate  its  Talue,  and  conclude  that  he  who  neglects  has  not 
fully  measured  the  extent  and  demands  of  his  place.  It  has  been  alleged,  as 
an  argument  against  the  levying  of  taxes  for  the  support  of  Schools,  that  cer- 
tain motires  and  stimulants  to  exertion  are  withdrawn  from  the  teacher — that 
he  may  become  careless  as  to  the  attendance  when  he  is  no  longer  paid  by 
fbes  and  that  he  does  sometimes  so  conduct  the  school  with  intention,  as  to 
reduce  the  average.  Now,  while  I  think  this  a  fSUse  accusation,  I  cannot  but 
perceive  that  one,  who  neglects  to  search  out  the  causes  of  absence,  shows 
himself  indiilbrent  and  careless  of  the  results  of  his  labour,  and  depriving 
himself  of  the  sympathy  and  respect  of  pupils  and  parenti,  conduces,  in  a 
latge  measure,  to  this  result  I  cannot  sometimes  find  the  old  Begifters  and  am 
firequently  informed  that  th^  have  been  taken  away  by  former  teachers,  who 
have  not  returned  them,  even  when  required  by  the  Trustees.  I  must  always 
view  such  conduct  with  suspicion. 

Sinum. — During  the  past  year,  two  new  School-houses  have  been  built— one 
at  Fortaupique  fbr  two  departments,  completely  finished  and  ftoiished — one 
at  Clarkville,  having  the  outside  only  finished.  Fundss  were  voted  at  the 
Auraal  meetings  in  1860  to  build  others,  but,  owing  to  peculiar  diflicnltiet, 
nothing  was  done.  Five  new  houses  will  be  built  during  the  coming  year. 
Looal  difficulties  especially  in  reference  to  sites  prevent  the  building  of  one 
or  two  others. 

Jppamttus  and  Tnt  ^ooles.— There  is  yet  too  much  carelessness  and  uncer- 
tain^ as  to  supplying  these.  The  law  gives  Commissioners  power  to  withhold 
fhnds  tnm  Sections  which  fkll  to  fhrmsh  a  tufficieney,  but  I  do  not  care  to 
invoke  their  interference— unless  in  cases  of  gross  negligence.  The  books 
and  apparatus  are  not  cared  for  as  th^law  demands.  Perhaps,  if  teachers 
were  sensibly  reminded  of  their  responsibill^,  greater  care  might  be  exer- 
cised. The  same  law  that  fixed  a  spedfio  sum  for  their  support,  as  surely 
dedares  their  responsibility  for  unnecessary  waste  or  loss.  This  however 
implies  a  duty  of  the  Secretaxy  which  is  also  too  often  neglected.  Stronger 
biadhigt  would  enhance  the  cost  of  the  books,  but  would  lengthen  their 
tiistence.  Books  sold  at  cost  is  the  rule— firee  books  the  exception  in  this 
GovBly* 
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PItt/jf  Grounds  and  OnAMCfW.-J-M^  Report  of  Isit  jetr  ia  af  perdneiit  now 
In  reference  to  these.  A  ftw  onthovtet  hftre  been  bnilt  during  the  yett .-« 
Thirty  Sections  report  themieiTef  ae  etfllelentlj  prorided.  I  esn  liirdly  de« 
tennine  to  mj  own  tfttldiictlon,  which  are  more  worthy  of  credit-^eono  of 
tfiflte,  or  those  Whi^  iiaTe  made  no  pretences. 

ClauiJIeaiion,-^!  cannot  moAQreisenlUny  my  report  or  recommendatlont 
of  last  year.  Want  of  attention  to  this,  or  mistaken  notions  or  plans  are  more 
flpeqnent  causes  of  fidlore  in  tiie  internal  work  of  the  School  than  anything 
besides.  Where  there  is  no  fixed  plan,^  where  classiflcation  is  left  to  aoddent 
or  eaprtoe,'the  whole  work  of  ttie  idiool  must  be,  comparatiTely,  a  Ikilnre. 
There  are  generally  too  many  dasees  In  Beading,  too  often  no  dass-work  in 
Writing  or  Slate  Arithmedc.  I  have  every  confidence  in  the  Tahie  of  the 
•nggestlons  in  my  Report  of  last  year,  and  hope  to  see  them  adopted  belbre 
many  years.  I  do  not  see  how  tiiere  eaa  be  effldent  work  or^eonnd  progiesSf 
wMumt  a  definite  aim  or  end  In  liew. 

Modes  of  TVo^^Tfij/.— There  is  certainly  maoh  enconragement  to  be  drawn 
from  tiie  improrement  past  and  present  In  this  partienlar  of  oar  edncatlonal 
work.  The  superiority  of  tndned  teachers  is  yet  more  and  more  apparent. 
The  work  of  the  Norma!  school  is  becoming  more  definite  and  effectlTe.  The 
fanprorement  in  external  appHanees  though  moderate,  the  Increased  experl* 
enee  of  the  teadiers,  the  remoral  of  the  many  difBcultles  whldi  Ibrmerly  hln< 
dered  and  almost  paralysed  at  timet  the  efforts  of  the  late  lamented  Frineipali 
combine  to  make  this  Institution  a  most  Taluable  appurtenance  of  our  ednca* 
tional  system.  It  has  not  only  improred  and  fitted  for  useftdness  many  of 
those  who  haye  been  trained  there,  but  has  most  plainly  modified  and  ele- 
tated  the  teaching  of  the  country  at  large,  so  that  a  risit  to  any  School  in  this 
Oovniy  at  least  enables  one  to  obSerreeooM  plan  or  mode  of  operation  that 
has  directly  emanated  from  that  school.  I  hare  been  both  pained  and  amueed 
at  the  sneers  of  teachers  who  were  then  and  there  using  modes  which*  would 
haire  been  unknown  to  iksm  were  it  not  fiw  the  Yery  Institution  they  were  de- 
ciylng.  It  is  doing  its  work  so  well,  as  In  some  meaanre  to  limh  its  mm  nee- 
fdlness.  Many  of  its  pupils  haye  gone  forth  so  well  fitted  and  trained  for  their 
work  as  to  hare  trained  others  to  be  such  eflicient  workers  that  they  are  too 
well  satisfied  with  their  present  powers,  and  are  hindered  from  seeking  farther 
piiparation.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  saying  that  the  trained  are 
Inrariably  superior  to  the  untrained;  but  superior,  oAer  Mn^s  5#f»^ egiMiL 

A  l^rfawlpal  source  of  fidlure  in  teathlngia  insufficient  knowMge  <^  the 
en^eote^unlese  there  is  a  familiarity  of  aetnaintanee,  there  can  be  no  veadi- 
Btie  lo teach.  TUsis  a  defoct  not  eaelty  oreroome,  while  there  is  a  demand 
for  teadiers  of  lewgradee,  a  demand  likely  to  be  oontlnued  fi>r  a  long  time. 
The  onty  possible  teme^  ie  a  mer*  ending  syllabna  and  a  eloee  adhereMe 
lolt. 

"nereis  toolMloaind  too  mudi oinl  teaching.  Too  much, enty,  beoMM 
It  li  too  often  looee,  Inooirect^  vapid  i  ■  wanttng  fiireer  directness,  point.  Unpa 
te  see  the  time  when  our  teachers  shall  be  emandpated  from  the  slaTOiy  of 
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toxt-bookf .  But  it  is  of  no  me  to  Hj  flying  before  we  get  wings,  and  nntil  a 
teecher  thoroughlj  understands  a  subject,  he  is  safer  to  rely  upon  a  good 
text-book,  than  upon  his  own  crude,  ill-formed,  immature  notions. 

There  is  much  improyement  in  the  management  of  classes.  But  there  is 
too  little  versatility,  not  sufficient  adaptation  to  the  peculiar  present  conditions. 
An  erer  present  model  or  stereotyped  mode  of  procedure  too  often  confines 
and  stunts  the  energies  and  enterpr^  of  the  teacher.  One  hundred  and 
eifl^t  teachers  were  employed  during  the  Summer  Term.  Were  I  called  upon 
to  dassii^  these  according  to  theis  wt rk»  th^  reisuit  would  be  as  follows : 

Elevated  one  grade 10 

Continued  on  the  present  gnide«.«*- « 57 

Lowered  one  grade • 4A 

Lowered  two  grades 1 

IVogr9MS, — Progress  is  not  so  rapid  or  persistent  as  it  ought  to  be  for  tiia 
outlay  of  time,  talk  and  money.  Periiape,  it  may  be  truly  stated  that  the 
fenecal  educational  progress,  the  increase  of  mental  vigor  and  iadependenea 
is  greater  than  the  increaee  of  knowledge  of  different  subjects.  There  may 
be  and  indeed  is  such  a  vast  difference  of  opinion  as  to  what  constitutes  pro- 
gresa,  that  the  queetion  of  progress  oa*. scarcely  be  determined  until  this  la, 
first  decided.  The  course  pursued  by  one  who  proposes  to  himself  a  certain 
path  in  lifo,  calling,  or  profession,  and  who  preparing  for  his  work  devotes 
himself  exclusively  to  the  acquisition  of  such  knowledge  as  shall  fit  him  for 
it,  neither  wandering,  nor  turning  aside,  and  that  of  one  who  says  to  himselfy 
I  will  cultivate  to  the  extent  of  my  abili^  every  faculty  and  mental  attribnle, 
I  will  search  for  all  knowledge,  as  fbr  hid  treasure,  wandering  through  and  ex- 
ploring every  field  and  culling  by  every  roadside,  and  so  prepare  myself  for 
the  conflict  of  life  as  to  accept  and  improve  the  lot  to  which  I  am  called, 
wottld  be  very  different  and  may  weH  exemplify  the  two  ideas.  Progress  in 
the  fbrmer  sense  is  more  generally  appreciable — in  the  latter,  more  desirable 
pertiapi.  There  are  several  important  subjects  which  are  too  much  neglected. 
Among  these  may  be  named  Penmanship*  Drawing,  Book-keeping,  Cheo^Sti^ 
and  Natural  Philosophy. 

There  is  a  great  and  ever  increasing  attentian  to  the  subject  of  education. 
Moch  time  and  labour  have  been  devoted  to  it^  much  money  spent  And  there 
is  nothing  earthly  more  worthy  or  cilevaliiig.  Why  may  we  not  aspire  to  a 
high  place  among  the  world's  peoples.  Without  mental  ooUftVation,  our  aspi* 
rations  wonld  be  vain  and  ridiculans :  with  it  we  vomj  aim  high* 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  call  yo«r  attention  to  the  self-denying,  self-saeri- 

fidng  labonrs  of  the  Boards  of  Oomminionars.    ICany  of  these  gentlemen 

trsvel  a  distance ;  they  spend  tiieir  time  and  devote  themselves  assiduoudy^ 

to  the  consideration  of  important  matters  without  foe  or  reward,  firequently 

faicttRing  o^nm.    I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  kindness  and  consideration  oi 

these  gentleoMn,  of  the  people  at  large,  and  fiie  valuable  aid  and  sympathy  of 

teachers. 

HSHEY  C.  UPHAH 

T#tha-BBr.  A.  &  Hvirr,  A«  M.* 

Snperinttadttil  of  Bdnoatton^ 
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IKYERNSSS  COUNTY. 

J.  T.  Guirvy  Intpector. 

SzB,— In  reipectftilly  presenting  mj  Moond  Annoal  Report  on  the  present 
condition  of  Education  in  InvemeM  Coonfy,  and  the  progrete  made  daring  the 
past  year,  it  if  gratifying  to  me  to  be  able  to  etate  that  this  highly  important 
branch  of  the  public  serrice  keeps  pace  with  the  progressire  tendencies  of  the 
age. 

Since  the  existing  school  law  came  into  operation,  orer  nineteen  thousand 
dollars  (#19,000)  hare  been  expended  in  this  County  in  building  school-houses, 
the  present  estimated  ralue  of  which,  indusire  of  land  and  ftimitnre,  amounts 
to  nearly  twenty-three  thousand  dollars  (fi8,000),  while  the  total  expenditure 
tor  the  school  year,  including  teachers'  salaries,  has  been  nearly  fifteen  thou- 
sand dollars  (#16,000). 

Proof,  clear  and  unmistakeable,  is  ftimished  by  these  figures,  showing  that 
the  subject  of  Education  in  this  County  is  rapidly  assuming  that  importance 
which  it  always  holds  in  every  intelligent  community. 

The  following  statistics  obtained  flrom  reliable  sources  will,  by  comparison 
with  those  of  preyious  years,  exhibit  at  a  glance  the  educational  status  of  the 
County. 
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7 

07 
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880 

788 
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0 
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SAool  /SSfdums.— The  whole  County  is  now  dirided  into  116  sections,  76  of 
them  being  in  the  southern  and  41  in  the  northern  districta.  Two  additions — 
Big  Harsh  and  Dufft'^have  been  made  during  the  past  year. 

At  the  regular  semi-annual  meetings  of  Commissioners  in  May,  the  follow- 
ing additions  were  made  to  the  list  of  sections  entitled  to  special  aid— in  tlie 
southern  district :— Turk,  Ross'  MiU,|MuU  Riirer,  Big  Harbor,  Seal  Core, 
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Sight  Fdnly  MeKtmie*!  Brook  and  Upper  South  West;  tad  in  tfao  aorthtrt 
diftrict :— Onuitoth,  Big  Biver  and  King  Bom. 

During  the  Winter  Term  there  were  twelve  Ticeat  eeetione  in  the  Connty, 
and  ten  daring  the  Aammer  Term.  These  Tacendet  wonld  leem  to  leenk 
from  numerical  weakneaa,  hoth  aa  to  ratepaTort  and  pnpili,  combined  with  the 
fltct,  thai  in  aome  of  the  sections  alluded  to»  the  immense  importance  of  Bdn- 
cation  does  not  seem  to  be  iq^pveciated  at  its  true  Talue. 

AftooI-AMiMf.— Neat  and  substantial  school-houses  hare  been  late^ 
erected  in  the  foUowiog  sections :  North  East,  Lake  Horton,  Seal  Core  and 
Big  liarsh.  McKentie*s  Brook  and  Big  Harbor  Sections  hare  roted  mun^ 
and  eflbcted  other  necessary  arrangements  to  build  without  delay.  The  build* 
ing  ftmds  at  the  disposal  of  the  trustees  of  these  sections  hare,  as  usual,  been 
largely  supplemented  by  the  Commissioners  from  the  Academy  Grant  Two 
sections,  one  somewhat  poor,  the  other,  one  of  the  wealthiest  in  the  northern 
district,  occupy  the  unenyiable  position  of  being  the  only  localities  in  the 
County  which  hare  made  do  proTition  for  building,  or  any  other  school  pur- 
pose since  the  inauguration  of  our  present  advanced  system  of  Education.  By 
referring  to  the  abstract  of  B  Returns,  it  will  be  seen  that  88  new  school- 
houses  haTC  been  erected  in  the  County  since  1864. 

Annuai  Meeting, — Copies  of  the  minutes  of  the  last  annual  meeting,  which 
hare  been  now  receired  from  nearly  erery  section  in  both  districts,  and  other 
statistical  documents  shew  that  there  are  2,896  ratepayers  in  the  County 
owning  property  liable  to  assessment  to  the  amount  of  #1,801,609.  Some  few 
irregularities  in  the  appointment  of  Trustees  and  in  other  matters  were  rectt- 
i&ed  at  the  semi-annual  meeting  of  Commissioners  in  Norember.  Trustees  are 
beginning  to  understand  the  importance  of  forwarding  in  time,  true  reports  of 
their  annual  meetings  to  the  proper  authorities.  In  some  cases  the  annual 
meeting  was  not  held  on  the  day  aj^inted  by  law,  and  special  meetings  had 
to  be  called  to  vote  money  for  school  purposes. 

TnuUee.'^With  the  great  body  of  these  oi&cers  I  have  no  (kult  to  find. 
They  risit  the  schools  under  their  control  with  some  degree  of  regularity,  and 
assiduously  discharge  the  other  duties  derolTing  upon  them  in  their  official  ca- 
pacity. Some  Trustees,  howeyer,  there  are,  who  neyer  make  an  oi&cial  risit, 
and  who  blindly  subscribe  their  names  to  documents  without  erer  inquiring  into 
their  import.  This  is  not  as  it  should  be.  Inaccuracies  in  the  reports  of 
Trustees— besides  the  injustice  inflicted  in  the  distribution  of  the  public  ftmds 
— rery  seriously  affect  the  reliability  of  educational  statistics.  The  receipts 
of  Trustees  for  the  school  year  amounted  to  #14,789,  while  thefar  disbursements 
were  #14,778.  Liabilities  from  prcTious  years  to  the  amount  of  #888  were 
paid  off;  and  the  public  school  debt  at  the  present  time  amounts  to  #1,882. 

JVoMers.— It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  report  that  the  profession  con- 
stantly aims  at  a  higher  standard  of  efficiency.  A  few  years  ago  persons  des- 
tltnte  of  erery  qualification  necessary  to  success  in  any  other  rocation,  were 
considered  by  many  quite  competent  to  discharge  the  important  and  onerous 
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Mj  of  tndninf  up  a  chfld  in  tfie  wsy  he  should  go.  Under  tfie  present  re- 
gime howerer,  the  hosinoM  of  teeefaing  if  rery  justly  regarded  aa  an  honor- 
alile  one,  demanding  abllitj  of  a  high  order  hotii  nataral  and  aoquired.  On 
the  otiier  hand,  the  rery  fkfr  renmnetation  offered  to  teadien  of  character  and 
eompetencyit  a  strong  incentiTe  t6  excel  not  onlj  in  seholarehip  hut  in  profee« 
Hbnal  aptness.  That  an  occasional  eonnterpart  of  Mr.  Sqneeri  is  still  to  be 
met  with,  is  undeniable.  But  it  is  equally  true  that  there  are  many  membere 
of  the  profession  who  seem  to  be  imbued  with  the  noble  spirit  of  Thomas  Ar- 
nold^gifted  with  an  innate  communieatiTe  capacity — warmly  sympathislag 
with  growing  germs  of  thought,  and  deroting  heart  and  soul  to  the  culture  and 
healthy  derelopment  of  the  minds  entrusted  to  tiieir  charge.  Altiiough  the 
number  of  teachers  of  the  higher  grades  is  regularly  increasing,  the  demand 
still  considerably  exceeds  the  supply.  The  number  and  class  of  teachers  em- 
^oyed  -during  the  Winter  and  Bummer  Terms  are  shewn  and  compared  with 
those  of  the  two  preceding  terms  in  the  following  table. 
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AiUndaim  of  PupQM.—lt  will  be  seen  by  the  ftrst  table  of  sUtistics  which  I 
haye  submitted  Uiat  the  attendance  of  pupils  during  tiie  Winter  and  Summer 
Terms  was  4,970  for  the  former,  and  4742  for  the  latter,  numbers  considerably 
in  excess  of  those  of  the  corresponding  terms  of  1869.  According  to  tiie  ab- 
stract of  B  returns  for  1870,  there  are  5,028  children  between  Are  and  fifteen 
in  the  County ;  and  the  same  authority  glyes  6,008  as  the  number  of  diffl^rent 
pupils  who  attended  school  during  the  year. 


Bttums. — Aa  the  A  retuma  for  each  achool  term  were  in  erery  caae  doaely 
eiamined  and  tested  by  a  rigid  comparison  with  my  inspection  notes,  their  sub- 
stantial accuracy  can  be  relied  upon.  Many  of  the  returns  are  models  of  neat- 
ness. While  some  teachers  take  an  honest  pride  in  the  general  finish  of  any 
documents  which  leave  their  hands,  others  seem  to  fkncy  that  ink  stains  are  an 
indication  of  intellectual  superiorly. 

Owing  to  the  carelessness  of  aome  Boarda  of  Truateea  the  atatementa  oon* 
tfined  in  a  few  of  the  B  retuma  muat  be  taken  **  eum  grano  moUs.'*  In  tabling 
the  latter,  I  have  had  in  a  number  of  casea  to  have  recoorae  to  other  aoorces  to 
obtain  the  information  desired. 
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J^umUurt  and  Apparahu.'^BvitM^  accommodatioii  if  now  prorided  for 
6»904  childrtn.  Dawton  Mats  and  desks  of  home  manufacture  are  the  rule — 
long  seats  the  exception.  2,416  feet  of  black  hoard  sorfSuse  and  221  good 
wall  maps  hear  ample  testimony  to  the  effioiencjr  and  general  harmonious 
operation  of  the  school  law. 

itodb.— The  Irish  national  series  of  school  hooks  and  Chambers'  educa- 
tional eonrse  have  become  things  of  the  past.  The  Nora  Scotia  series  is  al- 
most naiTersally  used. 

Biaminaivm  cf  Teaekmrt. — 86  candidates  for  license  underwent  the  usual 
pablid  examination  in  September.  Of  these  48  competed  at  Port  Hood  and  88 
at  Margaree  Forks.    58  were  successftil  in  obtaining  licenses  of  some  grade. 

In  the  examination  of  teachers  I  would  beg  respectftilly  to  suggest  that 
teaching  capacity  and  the  abilitj  to  read  **  any  ordinary  passage  in  proee  or 
▼erse  with  fluency  and  correct  expression,"  should  receiTe  that  prominence  to 
which  tiiey  are  uniTersally  admitted  to  be  entitled,  especially  in  the  First  Clast 
Syllabus.  A  day  could  be  deroted  by  the  deputy  examiner  for  the  special  pur- 
pose of  testing  the  teaching  attainments  of  the  applicants  for  license. 

To  the  School  Commissioners  who  hare  always  used  tiieir  great  influence  in 
fostering  a  spirit  of  submission  to  the  school  law,  and  of  action  in  consonance 
with  to  requirements,  the  cause  of  education  owes  a  lasting  debt  of  gratitude. 
The  School  commissioners  are  the  only  commissioned  officials  in  the  serrice 
whose  labor  is  giren  gratuitously.  When  the  fitct  is  taken  into  consideration 
that,  besides  mudi  labor  and  annoyance  which  are  almost  inrariable  ooncomit- 
ants  of  Commiesioners'  duties,  some  of  these  gentlemen  haye  to  trarel  a  dls- 
tuice  of  orer  thlr^  miles  to  attend  the  regular  semi-annual  meetings,  it  is  sur- 
prising no  prorision  is  made  for  remunerating  their  tenrice.  A  reasonable 
allowance  to  Commissionert,  in  compensatien  for  tiieir  time  and  trayelling 
foee,  besides  being  just  and  equitable,  could  scarcely  be  regarded  as  burden- 
tome  to  the  educational  ftind. 

Here,  it  becomes  my  melancholy  duty  to  record  th«  remoral  by  death  of  two 
of  the  oldest  and  most  indefstigable  Commissioners.  One,  the  Rer.  John  Ounn, 
had  been  one  of  the  local  examiners  in  the  northern  district  for  several  years 
ifterthetnoeptionof  die  existing  school  law,  and  a  School  Commissioner  for 
the  same  district  for  the  last  twenty  years.  The  other,  J ohn  L.  Tremain,  Esq., 
held  the  honorable  position  of  Oudrman  of  the  Southern  Board  for  an  equally 
long  period. 

To  the  School  Commissioners,  Trustees,  Teachers  and  other  friends  of  Sdu- 
catioD,  who  hare  always  cheerfully  rendered  me  raluable  assistance,  profos- 
iional  and  otherwise,  my  most  gratofol  adcnowledgnients  are  due. 

J.  Y.  OUNN. 
To  the  Sbt.  a.  8.  Hmrr,  A.M., 
SnperintendenI  of  Bdooation. 
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VICTOBIA  COUNTY. 
A.  MuMso,— Inipoctor. 

I  beg  to  rabmlt  to  your  ooniidMnUton  my  report  on  the  state  of  tchoolf  and 
matters  connected  with  Sdoeation  generally  in  the  County  of  Victoria  daring 
tiie  School  year  jnst  dosed. 

The  statistical  reports  will  be  ftimiihed  by  the  retoms  and  my  notes  of  in- 
spection, and  tiierefore  require  no  attention  here  in  reference  to  the  condition 
of  the  School  buildings,  it  is  just  to  say,  thai  they  are  constructed  as  iSw  as 
circumstances  permit  in  accordance  with  the  suggestions  and  requirements  of 
the  law,  it  li  true  that  in  many  instances  the  fbmiture  and  apparatus  are  not 
of  the  most  approred  kind,  but  in  this  respect  there  is  a  gradual  adTancement 
as  teachers  of  a  higher  grade  and  cast  step  into  the  place  of  those  who  haye 
preceded  them,  they  can  and  do  much  in  securing  apparatus  for  the  schools, 
by  urging  upon  trustees  and  odiers  the  great  importance  of  baring  a  ftill  sup- 
ply of  books,  maps,  i^obes,  diagrams  and  appliances  of  erery  kind,  that  may 
aid  to  illustrate  and  impress  truth  upon  the  minds  of  the  pupils.  It  may  be 
proper  to  remark  that  in  many  sections  the  teacher  has  to  labour  under  many 
disadrantages,  not  alone  from  a  lack  of  inch  appUanoes  as  hare  been  enume- 
rated, but  from  a  circumstance  which  is  peculiar  to  this  county  to  a  greater 
extent  than  in  any  other  part  of  tiie  Province,  and  that  circumstance  is  the 
perpetual  contest  which  the  teacher  has  to  wage  in  combating  the  peculiarities 
of  idiom  and  pronunciation  consequent  on  tiie  preralence  of  the  Gaelic  lan- 
guage, this  to  persons  haying  a  limited  acquaintance  with  ito  effects  upon  a 
school  may  seem  a  matter  of  tririal  importance,  yet  perhaps  but  few  realixe 
fblly  how  great  an  obstacle  it  is  to  progress  in  the  acquisition  of  a  thorough 
English  education  in  this  County.  The  Gaelic  speaking  population  largely  pre- 
dominates, and  preyious  to  the  passing  of  the  present  School  law,  when  any 
one  fblt  inclined  could  assume  the  insignia  of  a  schoolmaster,  this  County,  like 
many  others,  was  oyerrun  by  a  class  of  teachers  who  were  but  little  qualifled 
'or  tile  discharge  of  their  duty;  as  a  natural  result  the  instruction  which  they 
imparted  was  of  such  a  kind  as  would  not  serre  for  a  basis  upon  which  to 
raise  a  superstructure  of  a  good  education.  It  therefore  happens  that  in  many 
sections  when  trained  and  competent  teachers  take  charge  of  the  schools,  they 
find  greater  difficulty  in  eradicating  unpardonable  blunders  of  eyery  kind  that 
hare  become  almost  permanently  fixed  in  the  minds  of  the  young  by  the  re- 
peated inftision  and  habit  of  error,  than  if  tiieir  education  had  nerer  been 
attempted,  but  since  the  present  mode  of  examination  has  been  introduced, 
a  great  change  for  the  better  is  obserrable  in  many  sections,  as  a  class  of 
superior  and  intelligent  teachers  has  taken  the  place  of  those  preriously  em- 
ployed. 
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When  the  teachers  are  thoroughly  irnhved  wiih  a  teiife  of  the  dignitj  of 
thehr  work  and  its  importance,  there  is  a  marked  improTement  risible  at  each 
MicoessiTe  inspection.  Where  suggestions  hare  been  offered  on  former  risits  at 
to  the  mode  of  conducting  certain  ezerdses,  they  hare  been  heartily  adopted 
and  persereringly  and  snccessfUly  practised. 

The  following  table  shows  the  niunber»  grade  and  sex  of  the  teachers  em- 
ployed  during  the  past  year : 
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In  many  sections  a  strong  prejudice  against  employing  female  teachers 
esists,  and  certainly  without  the  slightest  ground,  for  almost  without  exception 
the  schools  taught  by  them  excel  in  discipline  and  scholastic  management  a 
marked  superiority  oyer  those  taught  by  males. 

I  have  Tislted  the  Academy  sereral  times  during  the  past  year  and  found  it 
in  a  most  efllcient  state  under  the  able  superintendence  of  T.  S.  McLean,  Esq. ; 
the  preparatory  department  under  Miss  Bead  is  in  a  healthy  state.  The  pail 
year  thirty  teachers  hare  been  in  attendance  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a 
higher  grade  of  license  and  gain  a  knowledge  of  the  art  of  teaching. 

The  principle  of  compulsory  attendance  is  growing  in  fayer  in  this  County. 
I  hope  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  the  Legislature  will  exercise  its  power, 
and  pass  a  law  compelling  every  child  in  theProTince  between  the  ages  of  flve 
and  ilfteen  to  attend  school  some  part  of  the  year. 

In  conclusion  we  haye  on  the  whole  I  think  great  reason  to  be  thankfid  for 
the  eyident  improrement  made  in  the  educational  progress  of  this  County  the 

past  year. 

A.  MUNBO, 

Inspector. 
BsT.  A.  8«  HunT,  A.M., 

Superintendent  of  Education,  Kora  Sootia. 
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RICHMOND  COUKTT. 
Bbmi  Brntanf^lntptctoT. 

I  beg  to  snbiiih  mj  Annual  Bepoft  of  the  ftate  and  progreis  of  Education 
in  die  County  of  Richmond,  for  year  ended  Slat  Oct,  1870. 

The  Btatements  herein  giyen  will  show  you  that  the  progrees  of  our  Publio 
Schools  in  numben  and  attendancoi  during  the  pat t  twelTe  months,  has  been 
equal  to  that  of  any  preceding  yeaiw 

Sedums.—The  number  of  School  sections  is  at  present  61 ;  two  new  Sec* 
tions  baring  been  erected  this  year,  Beater^s  Core  and  Lewis'  Core  Road. 
Two  others  hare  been  united  Into  one,  Black  Rirer  and  West  Bay;  each,  on 
account  of  the  small  number  of  ratepayers  and  children,  not  being  able  to 
support  an  efficient  school  separately. 

There  were  schools  in  operation  in  49  of  these  Sections  in  the  winter  term, 
being  the  same  number  as  in  the  corresponding  term  of  the  prerious  year, 
and  in  58  sections  in  the  summer,  being  2  less  than  in  the  summer  term  of  1889. 
During  one  term  or  the  other  there  was  school  in  55  sections. 

Of  the  8  sections  in  wliSoh  there  hm  been  no  school  in  c^enition,  one  is 
utterly  incapable  of  eitlier  erecting  a  sehool  house,  or  siqpporting  a  school 
ertti  if  it  should  reoeire  special  aid;  three  liK?e  no  school  houses  y«t,  Imtf 
two  of  these  hare  made  prorisionv  for  building;  aad  the  remaining  two  haw 
had  no  school  on  account  of  sectfonil  dUAouMet. 

BfBe^dirisions  of  sections,  as  well  ae  altenrtlont  of  boundaries,  are  yet  neoee* 
iary  to  gire  justice  to  some  parts  of  the  County,  and  enable  ratepejen  to 
ftilly  derelope  thefar  energies  under  the  law.  There  are  some  difleultiee  to  be 
met  with  in  making  silteratlont  oi;  and  definitely  settling,  tiie  bonndailee  of 
sections ;  but  it  is  hoped  that  a  fbir  years  henee,  this  gfeat  impediment  to  ffo- 
gttse,  and  source  of  Ofouble  to  the  Botavd  of  Oommlsslonen  will  hare  been 
iMnoved. 

8ckooU.^The  schools  (eaoh  departiMiit  ef  graded  schools  being  oeiintid 
as  one)  in  operation  were  58  in  the  wfajter,  aiod  68  in  tiie  summer  term,  shew- 
ing an  increase  of  8  orer  the  winter,  tad  ^  over  die  summer  term  of  186i. 
Sixty-three  is  the  largest  number  of  schools  which  hare  been  in  operatloa  la 
any  term  since  1864. 

The  County  Academy  was  in  operation  during  the  summer  term  only,  om 
account  of  the  illiberal  spirit  and  Actions  opposition  of  some  of  the  rate- 
payers of  Arichat,  baring  at  the  Annual  meeting  1869  limited  the  trustees,  as 
regards  salaries,  to  so  low  a  figure,  that  they  were  unable  to  procure  the  ser- 
rices  of  competent  teachers.  The  truth  must  be  told :  they  wished  to  pay  two 
•alaries  with  the  Academic  grant,  that  of  the  Head-master  and  that  of  the 
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teidier  in  the  elementary  department  Such  oondoct  protea,  in  too  plain  « 
manner,  that  they  little  appreciate  the  Grant  of  #600,  of  which  they  derire 
nearly  the  whole  benefit  They  were  not  long,  howeyer,  before  experiencing 
the  reinlt  of  their  iqjndicionf  action,  and  fpedal  meetings  had  to  be  held  to 
enable  the  tnuteet  to  off^r  reasonable  salaries  for  the  summer  term*  The 
Academy  has  been  in  operation  since,  and  is  doing  good  work  under  the  able 
head-mastership  of  Lewis  Mclnnis,  Esq.  The  gentlemen  who  have  charge  of 
Hie  other  departments  are  Tery  competent  and  efficient  also)  Mr.  McDonald  of 
the  preparatory  department  deserring  special  mention  for  his  attainments,  hli 
energy,  and  success  in  teaching. 

Ancrther  excellent  Institution  in  Arichat,  of  which  I  must  make  some  re« 
marks,  is  the  Convent  of  Notre  Dame — that  fine  fbmale  school  of  which  the 
people  of  Nora  Scotia  heard  so  much  last  winter,  heard  so  much  that  was  false. 
They  heard  much,  but  not  enough ;  for  they  heard  only  that  which  enmityi 
Jealousfy  and  bigotry  could  suggest;  they  heard  what  a  mean,  cowardly,  and 
bigoted  enemy  alone  could  inrent 

The  Conyent  is  unquestionably,  in  erery  respect,  the  best  school  in  the 
Oounty,  one  of  the  best  in  the  ProTince,  and,  it  may  be  added,  out  of  it  It 
has  ererything  that  is  necessary  to  constitute  it  a  rery  superior  school  for 
females ;  on  the  one  hand,  a  large  and  magnificent  building  with  a  garden  and 
enclosed  play-ground  beautifhUy  situated,  spacious,  comfortable,  and  well- 
ftimished  rooms,  and  complete  apparatus ;  on  the  other,  first  rate  teachersj 
accomplished  ladies  in  the  strict  sense  of  the  word,  who  hare  deroted  their 
whole  lires  to  education  and  it  alone,  ladies  who  thoroughly  understand  and 
efficiently  perform  the  duties  of  their  calling.  The  classification  and  mode  of 
teaching  are  all  that  can  be  desired,  the  matters  uught  embrace  all  the 
branches  that  a  young  lady  need  study,  and  order,  and  discipline  are  perfect 
But  more  than  that  can  be  said ;  it  is  a  tried  institution  of  orer  thirteen  years 
standing  in  Arichat,  an  institution  which  has  been  most  successful  in  impart' 
ittg  an  accomplished  and  refined  education  to  the  young  ladies  who  haye  fre- 
quented its  halls,  and  has  thereby  exercised,  within  its  sphere,  a  powerful  and 
salutary  infiuence  on  the  rising  generation.  But  more  than  that  yet,— and 
this  ought  to  satisfy  some  of  the  old  wom$n  in  the  Country,  as  well  as  the  noisy 
friends  of  our  present  non-sectarian  system  of  education-^it  has  been  always 
and  is  conducted  according  to  law  in  a  bona  fd»  manner  since  1864 ;  it  has 
been  always  and  ««  under  the  control  of  the  trustees,  and  nerer  was  a  com- 
plaint lodged,  either  by  them  or  the  parents  of  the  children,  as  regards  any 
prifflege  accorded  them  by  law,  in  die  matter  of  books  or  anything  else,  bul 
their  wishes  were  complied  with  by  tfie  teachers* 

Mool  ilKeiuIafiee.— In  proportion  to  the  increase  in  the  number  of  schoola, 
has  the  number  of  enrolled  pupils  augmented }  but  it  is  a  fact  to  be  regretted, 
■a  wlU  be  perceired  by  the  following  figures,  that  the  regularity  of  attends^ce 
has  not  been  as  good  in  1670  as  in  1869.  There  were  registered  in  1869 :— * 
winter  term  2429,  summer  term  2900  piiplls,.giying  a  per  centage  of  66.6  for 
the  year;  in  1870,  winter  term  2696,  summer  term  2987  pupils,  giring  a  per* 
centage  of  only  61.5  Again  when  it  is  known  that  there  are  8680  children  of 
idiool  age  In  this  County,  and  that  only  8816  different  pupils  of  all  ages  at* 
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tended  school  daring  the  year^  it  will  be  lirand  that  too  considerable  a  number 
did  not  attend  school  at  all. 

Tim§  in  Seuion. — In  nearly  all  our  schools  the  time  in  session  is  6  honrt 
each  day;  in  a  few  5(.  For  the  large  misoellaneons  school  it  is  perhapc  dilll- 
enlt  to  make  the  number  of  hours  less  than  6.  There  are  some,  howcTer,  in 
which  the  time  could  be  conreniently  reduced  to  6  hours.  In  graded  schoolt 
it  should  not  be  more  than  4  hours  for  the  elementaiy  departments,  5  for  the 
nest  in  grade,  and  6,  if  found  absolute^  necessary,  for  the  high  departments. 
Four  hours  of  school  per  day,  I  am  of  opinion,  will  be  found  sufficient  for 
young  children ;  for  the  simple  reasons,  as  all  who  hare  any  experience  in 
teaching  know,  that  they  become  Tery  restless  after  an  hour  or  so  of  confine* 
ment,  and  are  noisy  and  indisposed  to  recite  eren  a  short  lesson ;  and  that  it 
must  be  iigurious  to  their  healtlis.  Young  children  are  like  unfolded  and 
lender  buds,  if  kept  too  long  flrom  the  sunshine  and  pure  air  they  will  6ide, 
become  weak  and  delicate,  and,  when  older,  are  quite  unfit  for  serious  stu^Ues. 
Lotus  not  forget  the  motto :  wun»  Mona  vn  €orport  §ano»  Trustees  should  be 
required  to  keep  children  of  a  certain  age  in  school  more  than  8  or  4  hours 
each  day. 

7Va<ft«r«.— The  Teachers  employed  in  the  first  term  were  classified  as  fol- 
lows: 9QradeB,  18  C,  18  D,  IS  E,  and  1  assistant  D;  in  the  second  term,  1 
A,  6  B,  18  C,  17  D,  28  B,  and  2  assistanto  D  Qrade. 

Third  Class  Teachers,  those  worse  fitted  for  the  school  room,  are  the 
greater  number  employed,  and  this  will  prerail  for  years  to  come,  tliere  is  no 
doubt.  Our  first  class  teachers  are  on  the  decrease,  eridently  proring  that  we 
do  not  remunerate  them  sufficiently.  Several  have  left  this  and  gone  to  other 
counties,  where  their  serrices  are  better  paid  for ;  others  haye  left  the  profes- 
sion  altogether.  This  should  not  be.  We  should  not  by  our  indifference  and 
penuriousness,  allow  experienced  teachers  to  leare  the  county ;  and  Parlia- 
ment should  make  proTisions  to  induce  able  and  willing  hands  to  remain  in 
the  teaching  serrice. 

The  proposal  to  remodel  the  scale  of  Teachers'  Qrant,  submitted  to  the 
Legislature  in  1868,  should  be,  with  some  modifications,  acted  upon,  as  it 
will,  undoubtedly,  encourage  young  men  to  remain  in  the  profession.  Perma- 
nent in  teaching  is  a  rery  great  desideratum,  to  procure  which,  much  ought 
to  be  done ;  without  it  there  can  be  no  real  progress. 

In  no  other  profession  are  changes  so  frequent,  as  in  that  of  teaching,  in 
none  is  permanency  of  employment  so  precarious,  and,  there  is  no  matter  of 
doubt,  in  none  is  permanency  more  necessary.  Teaching  is  made  the  stepping 
stone  to  all  other  callings ;  to  the  ministry,  medicine,  law,  business,  4c., 
and  principally  because  no  inducements  are  giren  to  remain  in  it.  Let  some- 
thing be  done  in  this  direction,  and  we  need  hare  no  fears  but  sound  oduca- 
tion  will  fiourish  in  our  midst 

The  idea  is  gaining  ground  that  the  OoTemment  should  fix  the  salaries  of 
Teachers  according  to  their  Grades,  and  proTide  the  necessary  funds  for  pay- 
ing the  same.  Tliis  principle  is  founded  on  the  opinion  that,  so  long  as  the 
salaries  are  left  to  the  good  will  of  the  people,  we  shall  fail  to  realixe  the  ad- 
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▼anlagea  of  edneatioii  now  sought  for.  SecHonal,  direct  tazatioii  if  generally 
oonsidtred  tyrannical,  and  U  conaeqaeotly  dreaded  and  aroided  aa  much  as 
poaaitle ;  the  poll  tax  la  not  mnch  apprtdaUd  bj  young  men.  In  tome  see- 
tiona  therefore,  it  becomea  rerj  difflcolt  to  collect  the  rates,  and  when  tiielaw 
is  enfbroed,  mnch  bitter  f^Mling  is  engendered  against  the  good  thing.  The 
reenlt  is  that,  either  no  money  is  roted  at  annual  meetings,  or  rerj  insignlfl- 
cant  sums  indeed;  and  a  third  dasa  teacher  engaged  where  a  first  dass  is  re- 
quired. 

AfpwrtOuM  j*  Jffooifcs.— These  are  the  Teacher's  instruments,  without  which 
he  cannot  perform  his  work.  Where  the  supply  is  deficient,  progress  is  of 
necessity  rery  slow.  In  many  of  our  schools  no  apparatus  is  yet  to  be  found ; 
in  others  the  supply  is  meagre,  and  in  a  few  it  is  good. 

The  supply  of  books  is  now,  on  the  whole,  rery  good.  There  are  rery  few 
schools  in  which  the  necessary  books  are  not  found ;  but  they  are  generally 
the  property  of  tiie  pupils,  parents  purchasing  the  books  in  tiie  county  book, 
stores. 

Figures,  it  is  said,  are  stubborn  fiujts,  and  to  some  of  the  figures  in  this  re« 
port  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  all  those  interested  in  education— who 
ought  not  to  be — and  who  labor  in  the  cause  in  this  county.  To  my  mind 
they  clearly  proTc  that  the  state  of  education  in  our  midst  is  not  what  it  ought 
to  be,  and  that  our  progress  is  slow,  though,  perhaps,  sure.  Our  zeal  needs 
to  be  quickened;  our  efforts  inyigorated.  Let  us  not  lag  behind  other 
counties  in  this  great  cause,  but  rather  strire  to  place  ourselves  in  the  ran- 
guard.  The  noble  example  set  by  some  counties  in  this  Prorince  should 
stimulate  us.  Why  should  we  not  draw  aa  deeply  from  the  fountain  of  know- 
ledge unsealed  to  dl,  as  they. 

BEMI  BENOrr. 

Inspector. 
Bit.  a.  8.  Huht,  M*  A., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 


ANTIGONISH  OOUKTT. 
A.  MdaAAC,  Inspector. 

I  submit  the  following  figures  and  remarks  as  my  educational  report  for  the 
year  ended  October  Slst,  1870. 

In  the  first  term  of  the  year  67  Sections  had  schools,  and  2981  pupils  were 
enrolled ;  in  the  second  term  67  Sections  had  schools  and  8242  pupils  were 
enrolled— while  in  the  same  terms  of  the  preceding  year  the  corresponding 
numbers  were  respeetlTely  68  Sections,  2789  registered  pupils,  and  60  Sec- 
tions, 8071  registered  pupils. 

The  teachers  employed  during  the  first  term  of  last  year  were  14  Grade  B, 
16  Grade  C,  28  Grade  D,  and  18  Grade  £— in  all  66;  in  the  second  term  the 
numbers  were  18  B,  19  C,  22  D,  and  14  E-4n  all  78. 
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The  foregoing  shewf  the  edncttioaAl  progreM  for  the  jreftr  to  &r  u  the  hi* 
create  in  the  number  of  schoolf  is  tn  index.    For  progress  in  that  respect 
now  little  room  remains.    B7  this  time  almost  erery  section  in  the  conntj  is 
prepared  to  hare  a  school.    The  farther  promotion  of  edneation  nrast  be 
main^  effected  by  the  employment  of  a  larger  nnmber  ef  teachers  possessing 
more  folly  and  conrectly  the  knowledge  they  are  engaged  to  impart,    hereto* 
fore  when  sections  were  taxed  for  tiie  erection  and  equipment  of  sdiool-hoosef 
—when  pupils  that  are  now  ikirly  advanced  had,  I  may  say,  to  learn  the  alpha* 
bet—people  could  not  be  expected  to  make  such  contributions  as  would  pay 
for  the  serrices  of  educated  teachers.    Now  that  the  county  is  pretty  well  sup- 
plied with  school-houses  (although  the  interior  completion,  the  fomiture,  and 
apparatus  in  seyeral  instances  are  inexcusably  ne^ected),  trustees  and  others 
concerned  should  exerdse  more  discrimination  in  the  selection  of  teachers, 
and  direct  their  generosity  towards  giving  appropriate  salaries.    During  the 
past  year  I  found  a  greater  number  of  teachers  than  in  any  preceding  year  at 
work  who  could  profitably  be  employed.    I  am  sorry  to  admit  that  I  ilsited  a 
few  whose  knowledge  of  the  English  language,  and  consequently  their  success 
in  teaching  it,  had  been  sadly  unsatisftctory.    Of  no  department  of  his  duty 
should  a  teacher  be  more  intelligent  than  of  the  English  language.    WhatCTer 
a  person  knows,  unless  he  has  a  correct  expression  of  It,  will  be  only  an  ae* 
quirement  whose  benefit,  if  any,  will  be  confined  to  himself.    There  is  nothing 
more  annoyingly  fordcal  than  the  spectacle  of  a  man  teaching  English  Oram- 
mar,  and  every  sentence  of  explanation  he  gives,  perhaps  contahdng  a  viola* 
tion  of  the  rule  he  is  elucidating.    It  is  equally  provoking  to  witness  promis* 
ing  pupils  learning  elocution  from  a  teacher  whose  regard  for  punctuation  is 
only  equalled  by  the  wretchedness  of  his  pronundation.    The  present  examin* 
ation  method  has  done  much  to  elevate  the  standard  of  teachers.    With  all  its 
merits  it  could  be  improved.    In  view  of  the  pecuniary  inducement  held  out 
to  teachers—  the  time,  toil,  and  money  required  to  prepare  in  the  dififerent 
branches  within  its  compass,  I  consider  it,  if  not  too  comprehensive,  to  be 
somewhat  unpractical.    Teachers  should  be  allowed  to  give  more  attention  to 
the  branches  that  must  be  tauglit  in  every  common  school)  and  these  branches 
are  those,  the  knowledge  of  which  is  usefol— even  essential  to  every  calling 
in  life.    Toung  men  generally  cannot  be  expected  to  command  tha  time  and 
means  necessary  to  acquire  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  whole  syllabus,  as 
heretofore  enforced.    Those  who  have  both  at  their  disposal,  wUl  be  found 
unwilling  to  enlist  in  the  profession  at  such  expense,  when  they  feel,  that  the 
end— should  it  justify — will  not  compensate  for  the  means.    The  syllabus  re- 
quires a  thorough,  at  least  an  equal  knowledge  of  all  its  parts.    In  my  opinion 
more  importance  ought  to  be  attached  to  the  sulgects  all  should  know  than  to 
those  intended  only  for  a  few.    Utility  in  after  life  ought  to  a  large  extent  to 
be  the  guide  to  direct  parents  and  teachers  in  determining  the  course  of  study 
to  be  pursued  by  children.    Since  at  the  tender  age  of  going  to  school  a  child 
cannot  prudently  be  intended  for  any  spedflc  pursuit,  he  should  receive  the 
training  that  fits  Um  for  the  ordinary  avocations  of  Ufo.    Who  can  say  that  a 
knowledge  of  Chemistry  and  Prosody  is  of  such  general  utility  as  a  knowledge 
of  the  English  language,  casting  accounts,  4c.  f    Few  parents  desire  tiieir 
children  to  become  chemists  or  poets  at  the  expense  of  a  more  practical  knew 
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ledfe.  Thtir  olgect  is  to  give  them  the  education  which  fits  them  to  ttko  a 
•nccettftil  part  in  the  common  husineBt  of  life.  That  being  the  cate>  it  wonl4 
be  wiae  that  the  tei ti  to  be  passed  by  a  teacher  in  Chemistrj  and  Prosody  (t 
might  add  a  few  more  subjects)  should  be  less  rigid  than  those  in  branches 
more  generally  useftil.  I  am  not  to  be  understnod  as  depreciating— much  less 
condemning  the  former  subjects.  I  merely  make  them  secondary  because 
only  a  oomparatiTe  few  experience  their  benefit,  and  to  the  same  few,  the 
branches  to  which  I  give  precedence,  are  of  primary  ralue.  If  teachers  in 
the  country  possessed  Aill  facilities  for  mastering  the  whole  scope  of  the  sylla- 
bus, and  if  teaching,  as  a  rule  required  and  rewarded  such  varied  attainments, 
I  would  undoubtedly  endorse  it  in  its  indiscriminate  rigor.  But  means  should 
measure  wants,  and  aims  regulate  labors.  To  sustain  my  obserrations  I 
would  merely  remark,  that  several  young  men  who  two  or  three  years  ago 
after  honorably  passing  the  serere  ordeal,  entered  the  profession,  are  already 
adopting  other  pursuits,  because  they  find  they  miscalculated  its  profits. 
These,  it  is  true,  will  bring  with  them  into  whaterer  position  they  may  occupy, 
attainments  that  will  be  beneficial  to  themseWes  and  to  society.  But  as 
teachers  their  raluable  serrices  shall  no  longer  bo  eigoyed.  Their  eaxmple 
deters  others  firom  labouring  to  acquire  qualifications  for  a  pursuit  so  unremu- 
neratire.  Intending  teachers  should  be  enabled  to  derote  more  of  the  short 
time  at  their  disposal  for  professional  study  to  the  subjects  that  are  more 
essential  to  such  a  course  of  education  as  best  suits  the  calling  of  the  largest 
portion  of  our  people.  To  eff'ect  this  I  would  relax  the  tests  in  the  branches 
that  are  only  secondary  in  such  a  course — thus  enabling  aspirants  to  stu^y 
more  thoroughly,  and  in  a  shorter  time,  what  is  of  primary  and  more  practi- 
cal importance.  Sueh  a  modification  of  the  syllabus,  in  my  opinion,  would  be 
a  benefit.  I  make  these  remarks  from  my  experience  of  its  operation  in  the 
country* 

Although  the  number  of  schools  and  the  number  of  pupils  enrolled,  had 
been  unprecedentedly  largo  during  the  year — the  average  attendance  I  am 
sorry  to  obserre,  had  been  less  than  it  should  have  been.  Parents  are  entire- 
ly to  blame  for  the  drcnmstance.  They  don't  seem  either  to  know  or  regard 
sufBdently  the  obligations  they  owe  to  their  children  in  this  respect  When 
their  neglect  of  duty  in  the  matter  is  brought  to  their  notice,  they  trump  up  a 
series  of  trifling  reasons,  which  prove  only  more  and  more  the  fault  to  be 
the  result  of  indifference.  One  would  suppose  when  they  know,  and  often 
complain,  that  they  are  taxed  whether  they  send  to  school  or  not,  the  reflec- 
tion would  effSect  a  more  regular  attendance  of  their  children.  Besides  dis- 
charging a  sacred  duty  to  their  children  by  keeping  them  at  school,  they 
dontt  realize  actively  that  the  vesaiious  tax  is  thereby  diminished.  In  some 
sections  parents  display  equal  indifference  in  the  way  of  fiirnishing  books, 
maps,  Ac.,  &c.  Much  has  been  said  during  the  last  year  or  two  about  the 
propriety  of  *'  compulsary  attendance."  For  my  own  part,  I  would  certain^ 
•upport  any  measure  compelling  attendance,  that  could  be  executed  without 
trampling  on  rights  more  sacred  than  those  it  professes  to  protect. 

During  the  year,  two  new  school  houses  were  built  in  sections  that  had  none 
for  some  years  past    Provision  was  made  for  the  enlargment  of  three  more. 
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Upon  the  whole,  the  educational  condition  of  the  county  if  generally  good ;  in 
the  migority  of  sectiona  it  is  cr^itable. 

I  would  be  ungrateftd  were  I  to  elose  my  report  without  thanking  the 
School  CommisBionert  for  the  intelligent  and  disinterested  co-operation  they 
luiTe  inrariably  accorded.  To  their  labors  is  due  in  a  great  measure  the  suc- 
cessful operation  of  the  operation  of  the  school  law  in  this  county. 

A.  MoISAAC. 

Inspector. 
To  the  Rey.  A.  S.  Hunt,  M.A., 
Superintendent  of  Education. 
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EDUCATION  REPORT, 

1872. 


Educxtton  OrfiCB, 

Halifax,  Feb.  1873. 
7b  the  Honorable  The  Provincial  Secretary^ 

Sib, — ^I  have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  for  the  information  of 
His  Honor  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  my  Annual  Eeport,  for  the 
year  ending  October  31  st,  1872. 

Some  important  changes  have  been  made  in  the  working  of  our 
school  system  during  the  year.  In  accordance  with  the  recommen- 
dations in  my  previous  report,  it  has  been  determined  to  have  one 
long  term  per  annum  in  the  Provincial  Normal  School  instead  of 
two  short  ones  as  formerly,  and  as  a  natural  consequence  an  annual 
instead  of  a  semi-annual  examination,  of  all  candidates  for  Provincial 
license ;  a  change  has  also  been  made  in  the  time  for  holding  the 
annual  school  meetings,  and  I  have  further  to  note  the  withdraw- 
ment  of  the  government  grant,  previously  made  yearly  to  aid  in  the 
purchase  of  books  for  the  Public  Schools.  I  am  happy  to  be  able  tx) 
say  that  these  changes  have  been  fiivorably  received  by  the  public, 
and  that  we  may  reasonably  expect  them  to  result  in  much  good  to 
our  educational  system. 

BXPENDITUEE. 

The  tables  contained  in  the  subjoined  appendices  will  afford  full 
information  upon  this  important  part  of  our  educational  interest. 
It  will  there  be  seen  that  the  Provincial  Government  has  during 
tlie  year  expended  the  sum  of  S171,395.97  at  the  same  time  the 
expenditure  by  counties  has  amounted  to  S95l32jY^  while  that  of 
school  sections  has  been  S341220.  In  comparing  these  figures  with 
corresponding  ones  for  the  last  previous  year  it  will  be  seen  that  in 
Government  Expenditure  there  has  not  been  much  change,  in  all 
probability  it  has  reached  what  for  some  time  to  come,  may  be 
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garded  as  the  maximum  figure.  The  average  cost  of  registered 
pupils  during  the  year  1S72  v,^s  SoyV,,,  a  slight  increase  in  the 
average  cost  of  187J . 

SCirOOLJ:?. 

During  the  Willi  or  1  r)3o  teachers  and  assistants  taught  1487 
schools  and  departments  in  1236  school  soctions.  During  the 
summer  1050  teachers  and  assistants  taught  1002  schools  and  de- 
partments in  13  6r>  school  sections.  These  have  been  distributed 
not  very  unequally  in  proportion  to  tlie  population.  There  are  in 
the  Province  1079  school  sections,  of  these,  250  have  been  >vithout 
schools  during  the  whole  year,  443  during  the  winter,  and  314 
during  the  summer  term.  These  sections  compose  a  very  c*onsid- 
erable  population  of  children  of  the  ages,  which  are  considered 
school  going,  but  who,  notwithstanding  all  the  facilities  provided 
for  education  in  this  Province,  are  advancing  to  mature  life  unedu- 
cated. The  educational  work  of  these  2;')0  nections,  as  intended 
and  provided  for  by  the  laws  of  the  province,  extends  to  every  class, 
and  is  adapted  to  every  social  position,  fitting  the  recipient  of  the 
provided  boon,  for  useful  and  successful  life.  Although  our  com- 
mon schools  do  not  aim  at  what  is  called  higher  class  education* 
their  elementary  work  secures  a  training  by  which  business  habits 
are  formed,  and  t  he  accurate  business  man  secured  to  the  communi- 
ty. English  grammar,  history,  geography,  arithmetic,  geometry, 
practical  mathematics,  readhig  and  penmanship,  are  branches  which 
are  taught,  and  receive  particular  attention  in  all  our  common  sohools. 
If  a  pupil  is  well  grounded  in  these  he  is  furnished  ^vith  appliances 
through  wldch,  with  integrity  and  i)er8evering  industry,  life  will 
be  no  failure,  with  those  requisitions,  our  young  men  wherever 
there  lot  may  be  cast,  need  not  want  but  a  fair  field  to  secure  for- 
tune to  themselves  and  honor  to  their  native  Province. 


SCHOOL  HOUSES. 

In  a  very  largo  number  of  our  school  sections  there  is  a  notice- 
able ambition  to  have  school  houses  that  reflect  the  improved 
inteUigence  and  taste  of  the  people.  In  most  of  our  counties  the 
old  log  school  house  is  now  a  curiosity — a  relict  of  past  years,  and 
of  an  unformed  system  of  common  schoo   instruction.    Still  there 
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is  much  for  our  rate-pavers  to  learn  in  this  respect,  it  is  true  that 
we  require  buildings  of  good  appearance,  with  suitable  apparatus, 
play-ground,  &c.,  but  it  is  also  of  the  first  importance,  that  thew 
buildings  be  erected  with  a  special  view  to  the  health  of  the  pupil 
for  whose  benefit  they  are  professedly  built.  Through  a  neglect  of 
tbia  warning  it  is  quite  |)ossible  for  children,  whilst  attending 
school  to  lay  the  foundation  for  a  life-time  of  ill-health.  This  is  a 
matter  to  which  too  much  attontion  cannot  be  given. 

ATTENDANCE. 

For  convenience  sake  we  shall  re-insert  the  following  table  by 
Tftiiich  may  be  seen  at  a  glance  the  progress  in  attendance  of  pupils 
at  school  in  the  course  of  the  last»  seventeen  vears. 


''"'^''  No.  of  Piipils 

Yean.  repstcred  in 

Winter. 

1856 29451 

1857 31026 

1858 34054 

1859 33319 

1860 33210 

1861 31409 

1862 34111 

1863 33311 

1864 33265 

1865 35151 

1866 45131 

1867 61718 

1868 65083 

1869 72756 

1870 74321 

1871 74759 

1872, 70780 


No.  of  Pupils 

No.  Different 

rcgiiitt^recl  in 
Sunmier. 

l\ipil8  re^isterwl 

during  tho  year. 

83103 

370.^7 

33430 

• 

87844 

3737« 

g. 

85805 

^ 

38023 

41656 

o 
> 

87546 

43771 

56017 

71059 

70075 

83048 

72141 

88707 

75523 

93731 

76237 

94496 

77235 

92858 

76406 

91037 

These  figures  toll  a  volume  of  truth,  they  toll  how  education 
has  been  expanding  its  influence,  an  influence  which  has  been 
gradually  but  e^tively  embracing  the  whole  of  our  population. 
From  it,  too,  we  derive  the  assurance  that  results,  yet  more  valu- 
able and  gratifying  to  the  friends  of  education  may  be  anticipated 
with  almost  absolute  certainty. 
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It  has  been  remarked  that  the  children  of  250  school  sectionB 
have  not,  during  any  part  of  the  year,  been  enjoying  the  blessing 
of  education  which  the  institutions  of  our  country  so  amply  pro- 
^'ide  for  them.  I  have  also  to  state  that  16137  children  between 
the  ages  of  5  and  15  years  residing  in  sections  having  schools,  did 
not  attend  school  during  the  ^sinter  term,  and  that  13383  provided 
with  like  privileges  did  not  attend  during  the  summer  term.  The 
following  extract  from  the  report  of  the  Eev.  R.  Sommer\'ille 
will  show  the  extent  of  this  evil  in  Kings,  a  county  standing  in 
the  front  rank  of  our  educational  movement. 

"  There  are  more  than  300  children  in  the  count v,  for  whose 
education  no  provision  has  been  made  for  several  years,  and  the 
number  between  5  and  15  years  of  age,  resident  in  sections 
where  school  pri^'ilege3  were  provided  during  the  year,  not  in 
registered  attendance,  exceeds  200.  How  long  shall  this  state 
of  things  continue?  Until  we  have  some  sort  of  compulsory 
enactment.  I  must  not  occupy  space  in  urging  the  necessity  of 
immediate  action  in  the  matter.  It  would  be  to  repeat  what  I 
have  already  said  in  former  reports." 

I  regret  extremely  to  have  to  say,  that  in  the  attendance  gene- 
rally there  has  been  a  decrease.  A  reference  to  the  subjoined 
tables  will  show  that  during  the  year  1872  the  number  of  pupils 
of  both  sexes  attending  school  was  1221  less  than  in  1871.  I  shall 
take  occasion  again,  under  the  heading  of  teaching,  to  refer  to  this 
deplorable  fiict.  I  will,  however,  here  remark  that  from  year  to 
year  the  County  Inspectors  and  others  have  continued  to  suggest 
(omp^iUory  attendance.  My  own  views,  as  expressed  in  the  Eeport 
of  last  year,  remain  unchanged,  nevertheless  I  think  it  probable 
that  ere  many  more  years  shall  have  passed,  the  public  mind  will 
be  sufficisntly  trained,  and  reliable  upon  this  point,  so  that,  witii- 
out  the  risk  of  litigation,  and  at  last  partial  &ilure  likely  to  occur 
were  it  immediately  attempted,  to  enforce  such  a  law ;  some  mea- 
sure may  be  adopted  to  make  attendance  at  school  obligatory  for 
some  portion  of  the  year. 

I  am  persuaded  that  even  now  a  step  might  be  taken  in  this 
direction  with  good  results,  were  it  the  law  that,  in  every  school 
section  in  which  there  are  a  certidn  number  of  children  of  age  to 
attend  school,  and  a  certain  amount  of  taxable  property,  theie 
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shall  be  a  school.  Many  sectious  now  desHtute  would  have  a 
fldiool ;  and  as  the  tax-payers  of  such  sections  would  be  obliged  to 
tiutain  it,  thty  would,  in  till  probability,  if  only  to  get  some  re- 
turn for  their  money,  send  their  children.  I  am  quite  sure  that 
inch  a  change  in  the  law  is  in  entire  harmony  with  the  spirit  and 
purpose  of  the  whole  scheme  of  free  education,  and  would  prepare 
the  way  for  an  act  for  compulsory  education  generally.^  Such  an 
amendment  of  the  school  law  would  produce  other  benefits.  At 
many  of  our  annual  school  meetings,  generally  the  first  question 
considered  is :  "  ShaD  we  have  a  school  ?''  Obstructionists  raise  a 
dispute  on  this,  get  up  a  debate,  manage  to  thro>^'  the  meeting 
into  confusion,  and  thus,  too  often,  carry  their  point  in  whole  or 
in  part.  Such  an  act  as  1  have  suggested  would  settle  this  often 
Taxed  question ;  and  the  object  of  the  meeting  would  then  be 
amply  to  decide  upon  the  sum  roijuired  tor  the  maintenance  of 
the  school,  and  to  tranga^'t  general  business.  By  this  course  alone 
I  think  that  the  number  of  children  not  attending  school  would  be 
largely  diminished. 

TEACIIEES. 

As  was  to  be  expected  from  what  I  have  been  obliged  to  state 
under  the  heading  '^attendance,"  we  find  a  decrease  in  the  number  ot 
teachers  employed  during  the  year.  This  bare  fiict  is,  in  itself, 
sufficiently  to  be  regretted ;  but  the  worst  of  it  is,  the  decrease  has 
taken  place,  wholly  among  the  higher  grades  of  teachers.  During 
the  summer  term  we  find  in  male  teachers  employed — 

A  decrease  of  33,  1st  class. 

"  32,  2nd    « 

An  increase  of  8,  3rd     " 

Making  a  total  decrease  of  57  male  teachers. 

In  female  teachers  employed  we  find — 

A  decrease  of  23,  Ist  class. 

"  5,  2nd    « 

An  increase  of  64,  3rd  " 

Showing  an  increase  of  36  female  teachers,  but  all  of  them  of  the 
third  or  lowest  class.  Thus  we  see  a  total  decrease  of  21  teachers 
for  the  summer  term. 
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For  the  winter  term  we  havi 

A  decrease  of  11,  1st  class  male  teachers. 


l< 
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10,2nd   " 

u 

ki 

(i 

i< 

21,  3rd   " 

(( 

n 

Showing  a  total  decrease  of  42  male  teachers  of  all  grades.  Iii[ 
the  same  term  we  find  an  increase  of  7  female  teachers,  making 
ft  total  decrease  of  i35  teachers  for  the  winter  term.  It  will  here 
be  observed,  tliat  not  only  is  there  a  decrease  in  the  number  of 
teachers  employed,  but  the  quality  is  deteriorating,  vacancies  left 
by  the  higher  grade  teachers  being  filled,  if  filled  at  all.  by  those 
of  inferior  grades,  and  women  taking  the  place  of  men.  This  de- 
terioration is  a  matter  upon  which  I  have  liad  cause  to  comment  in 
a  former  Eeport,  but  the  evil  instead  of  being  in  process  of  remov- 
al is,  as  yet,  on  the  increase. 

The  feet  that  there  has  been  a  lowering  of  the  standard  of  our 
taachers,  and  an  actual  decrease,  both  in  their  numbers,  and  in  the 
number  of  pupils  attending  school  during  the  year,  is  not  inspirit- 
ing to  the  Mends  of  education.  Various  causes  for  these  fects 
may  be  suggested.  This  state  of  affiurs  may,  and  there  is  reason- 
able ground  to  believe  that  it  will,  prove  to  be  temporary  only. 
The  attendance  of  pupils  at  school  has  steadily  increased  for  a 
number  of  years,  it  was  but  natural  to  expect  that  when  the  atten- 
dance had  reached  what  might  be  considered  a  maximum  according 
to  population,  fluctuations  such  as  this,  owing  to  a  concurrence  of 
temporary  causes  not  always  quite  explainable,  might  not  unrea- 
sonably be  expected ;  as  we  have  already  seen,  however,  this  alone 
cannot  account  for  all  the  falliag  oif  in  the  present  instance. 
Another  partial  cause  is,  the  great  and  increasing  scarcity  and 
consequent  high  price  of  labor,  a  state  of  affairs  which  induces 
many  of  the  poorer  people  to  keep  thier  children  away  from 
school,  that  they  may  work.  The  emplovment  of  so  many  teachers 
of  the  lower  grade,  and  the  consequent  inferior  character  of  schools 
taught  by  such  teachers  may  be  another  cause,  since  that  would 
have  a  tendency  to  keep  larger  and  more  advanced  children  from 
school.  It  is  to  be  feared  however,  that  the  principal  cause,  and 
one  to  which  those  already  mentioned  are  in  a  great  measure  8ubo^• 
dinate,  is  the  indifference  of  a  |K)rtion  of  the  people  to  the  ble8»« 
ings  of  education.  Doubtless  there  is  a  portion  of  our  population 
who  are  disinclined  to  do  anything  for  themselves  or  for  their 
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children  in  this  matter,  beyond  what  the  law  compels  them  to  do, 
and  where  these  people  are  able  they  make  their  deleterious  influ- 
ence felt,  just  in  those  districts  where  the  education  of  the  people 
is  farthest  in  arrear,  and  where  it  is  moKt  required. 

I4ipse  of  time  under  the  working  of  our  present  educational 
8}'8tem,  will  undoubtedly  cure  the  evil  referred  to,  for  much  must 
be  expected  of  those  who  are  yet  youug,  and  who,  as  a  rule,  are 
enjoying  the  immediate  benefits  of  a  system  of  free  education, 
when  they  in  turn  become  pareuts  of  families.  Wo  have  to  seek 
the  acceleration  of  the  cause  I  have  already  advocated  in  means  for 
securing  a  more  general  maintenance,  where  such  is  practical,  and 
in  a  better  attendance  of  pupils.  As  for  elevating  ihe  general 
standard  of  the  teachers  employed,  or  at  least  arresting  its  down- 
ward tendency,  that  i«  a  matter  in  which  little  or  nothing  can  be 
done  by  legislative  enactments,  we  can  only  appeal  to  the  common 
sense  and  proper  feelings  of  the  people  thenibclves  in  an  eftbrt  to 
reform.  It  is  through  the  wretched,  mistaken  idea  of  false  econo- 
my, that  low  class  teachers  are  substituted  for  those  of  a  higher 
cksfl.  and  not  at  all  because  the  latter  cannot  l>e  liad,  l>ut  low  grade 
teachers  are  employed  because  they  are  "  cheap."  To  the  really 
sensible  man  such  a  reason  for  such  an  act  seems  to  be  tainted 
with  a  feeble  mindedness,  little  short  of  insanity.  Any  healthy 
toned  thinker  knows,  that,  as  in  too  many  other  things,  what  in 
the  service  of  a  teacher  is  secured  merely  on  account  of  its  cheaji- 
9USS  is  very  apt,  in  the  long  run,  to  prove  concessively  dear. 

Our  Inspectors  continually  and  forcibly  in  their  annual  Eeports 
present  this  evU,  and  v,arn  trustees  and  sections  of  the  baneftd 
results.  We  make  one  or  two  quotations  tliat  the  subject  may  not 
be  passed  over  and  too  soon  forgotten.  Daniel  McDonald,  Esq., 
of  Pictou  County,  one  of  our  most  exi)erienced  and  devoted  In- 
spectors, remarks  on  the  above  as  follows : 

'*  This  inadequate  support  has  a  most  baneful  effect  upon  the 
schools.  Trustees  are  necessitated  to  engage  cheap  teachers,  and 
as  in  everything  else,  the  cheap  article  is  not  of  much  value;  the 
people  become  dissatisfied,  and  being  unable  or  unwilling  to  see 
the  true  cause,  Adam  like,  cast  the  blame  upon  others." 

"  Whilst  this  instability  continues,  efficiency  will  be  retarded. 
In  r^ard  to  the  cause  of  this,  I  can  but  reiterate  that  assigned 
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in  former  years,  \h.:  insufficient  remuneration.  Sections  that 
give  a  fiiir  remuneration,  and  evince  even  a  moderate  apprecia- 
tion of  services  and  interest  in  the  school,  have  no  difficultj  in 
securing  and  rotaining  the  services  of  competent  teachers." 

"  As  nothing  can  be  gained  by  concealment,  the  true  state  of 
matters  must  be  brought  to  light,  even  though  unfavorable. 
During  the  last  year  there  has  been  a  decrease  in  the  number  of 
higher  grades  of  teachers  employed,  as  compared  with  the  pre- 
ceding year,  and  a  cons*?queni  increase  of  the  lower  grades." 

In  1871,  Grade  A  5     B  36     C  50 
In  1S72,      "  2        29         56 


Decrease,  A3    B    7    C    3 

"  This  was  wo<  attributable  to  the  scarcity  of  teachers  :  the  supply 
wns  in  excess  of  the  demand.  Some  young  men,  and  first-class 
females  remained  idle,  and  many  removed  to  other  counties. 
Many  who  could  not  afford  to  remain  idle  had  to  content  them- 
selves \vith  low  salaries.  The  superabundancre  of  cheup  teachers 
filled  up  the  schools.  The  result  is  now  manifesting  itself.  The 
demand  for  male  teachers  and  first-class  female  teachers  cannot 
now  be  supplied,  and  I  fear  some  schools  will  remain  closed  for 
the  next  term  in  consequence.'' 

"  Increased  remuneration  must  be  provided,  and  the  number  of 
female  teachers  reduced  by  dispensing  "with  the  grade  E.  Let 
the  country  and  the  Government  look  at  the  matter  fairly,  and 
adopt  measures  necessary  to  secure  the  object  desired.  For 
every  year  of  service  exceeding  five,  increase  the  amount 
payable  from  the  provincial  funds :  and  give  a  proportionate 
increase  for  continuauc^e  in  the  same  section.  School  sections 
should  look  forward  to  provide  a  manse  for  the  teachers'  use,  as  an 
inducement  to  continued  service. 

"  A  glance  at  the  salaries  paid  should  convince  all  that  teaching 
afibrds  no  inducement  (in  this  County  at  least)  for  young  men  to 
choose  it  as  their  profession ;  nor  yet  is  the  amount  at  all  com- 
mensurate with  the  expense  and  toU  of  preparation  for  the 
profession/' 
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A.  MunTO,  Esq.,  of  Victoria,  makes  the  following  judicious 
remarkB :  "  The  frequent  change  of  teachers  in  this  County  and 
throughout  the  Province  is  a  great  drawback  to  the  advancement 
of  education.  Trustees,  when  thej  get  a  faithfid  teacher,  should 
bv  every  means  within  their  power  endeavor  to  retain  him,  for  his 
services  are  invaluable,  wher^s  the  indifferent  or  careless  is  worth 
almost  less  than  nothing. 

"  The  remuneration  in  general  is  so  small  that  an  active  and 
ambitious  young  man  will  only  engage  in  teaching  as  a  stepping- 
stone  to  something  better,  though  in  too  many  cases  the  teacher  is 
paid  more  than  an  equivalent  for  benefits  received." 

BOOKS. 

The  grant  for  the  supply  of  prescribed  books  has,  as  already 
stated,  been  withdrawn,  and  \nth  th&t  withdrawal  some  abuses 
have  been  swept  a^^-ay.  Moneys  which  had  been  designed  espe- 
cially to  aid  the  poor,  and  which  were  found  to  have  been  misap- 
propriated, are  now  appropriated  to  the  general  interests  of 
educ^ation.  I  am  not  a\^*are  that  any  inconvenience  has  been 
ezperien(«d  from  this  change.  Books  are  readily  supplied  by 
booksellers  at  reasonable  prices.  Trustees  procure  them  as  here- 
tofore, and  realize  no  difficulty  in  consequence  of  the  grant  being 
withdrawn. 

Some  additions  have  been  made  to  the  list  of  prescribed  books, 
and  I  am  happy  to  know  that  all  such  additions  have  given  satis- 
fiu;tion  to  teachers.  A  watchful  solicitude  over  this  list  Ls  an 
important  duty ;  for  whilst  the  list  itself  must  necessarily  be 
limited  as  to  contents,  it  nevertheless  should  contain  the  best 
works,  so  that  teacher  and  pupil  may  have  all  the  advantages 
desirable  from  recent  improvements,  and  mature  s(*holarship.  It 
is  not  one  of  the  least  of  the  duties  of  the  County  Inspectors  to 
see  that  the  several  sections  under  their  supervision  are  well 
pro\ided  Mcith  the  prescribed  books. 

EXAMINATION. 

By  a  Minute  of  Council,  there  will  hereafter  be  an  annual  ex- 
amination of  teachers,  and  not  as  heretofore,  a  aemi-annual  one. 
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This  chango  receives  the  approval  of  our  most  experienced  inspeor 
tors  and  teachers,  and  good  results  may  be  expected  from  it. 
Candidates  failing  in  one  examination  are  almost  sure  t/O  come  up 
at  the  next,  and  owing  to  the  former  frequency  of  examinations 
the  preparations  were  very  inadequate  ;  and  so  numbers  came  and 
failed,  thereby  imposing  a  large  amount  -of  work  on  this  depart- 
ment, and  ncoessitatiug  a  large  and  needless  expenditure  of  the 
public  money.  From  the  number  of  school  sections  to  be  provided 
with  teachers,  and  the  number  of  teachers  holding  litmuses,  the 
inference  might  be  that  the  sui)ply  is  largely  in  ex'.-ess  of  the  demand, 
and  it  is  evidently  true  that  there  are  plenty  of  teachers,  if  sections 
will  pay  them  liberal, or  even  adequate  salaries ;  aud  thai  one  exauu- 
nation  in  the  year  will  be  found  ample  to  continue  the  supply. 
Semi-annull  examinations,  too,  had  the  ellect  of  continually  thrust- 
ing into  the  work  of  teaching  inexi>erieuced  and  cheap  teachers, 
to  the  exclusion  of  the  experienced;  and  thus  many  of  those  who 
are  well  qualified  for  the  work,  and  who  were  conscious  of  their 
own  worth,  have  retired  to  other  employments,  leaving  oftentimes 
the  inexpcjrienced  and  inefficient  to  fill  situations  which,  under  all 
circumstances,  should  be  entrusted  onlv  to  those  who  are  well 
trained  and  familiar  with  the  duties  and  obligations  of  their  pro- 
fession. 

NOKMAL  SCHOOL. 

The  importance  of  maintaining  a  Normal  School  need  scarcely 
be  insisted  upon.  Such  institutions  are  universally  admitted  to 
be  essential  to  any  system  of  free  public  education ;  and  the  devel- 
opment of  our  scheme  renders  the  sustaining  of  such  an  Institu- 
tion a  pressing  necessity.  It  may  bo  presumed  that  the  time  is 
passed  when  it  was  necessary  to  att-empt  to  prove  the  value  of 
such  schools,  for  it  is  equal  to  proving  that  teachers  should  be 
trained  for  their  peculiar  work.  To  question  this  would  be  to 
reject  as  worthless  the  experience  and  judgment  of  the  best  in- 
structors of  the  day.  I  do  not  hazard  much  in  sayiug,  that  of  all 
the  professions  of  the  age,  none  more  emphatically  demands  a 
thorough  drill  and  professional  training  than  that  of  the  instrue- 
tor  of  youth.  Tliis  training  and  efficiency  of  the  teacher  make  the 
difference  between  a  good  school  and  a  poor  one,  between  a  higt 
and  8  low  educational  status,  between  success  and  failure  in  ever 
thing  that  hinges  upon  a  preparation  for  the  work  of  life. 


EDUCATION — SUPERIICTENDENT  8   BEPOBT.  XVU 

The  extension  of  the  Normal  School  term  is  therefore  undoubt- 
edly a  step  in  the  right  direction  ;  for  hereafter  we  shall  hoj)©  to 
send  from  that  Institution  pupil  teachers  of  a  much  higher  training 
than  during  the  past,  and  more  completely  prepared  for  the  dis- 
charge of  their  professional  duties.  This  Institution  has  thus  fiir 
had  difficulties  to  cont<?nd  with  ;  among  whii-h  may  be  notit*ed  too 
Iowa  qualification  for  ontrunce.  With  too  many  of  the  student* 
there  is  a  want  of  that  general  information  whi-h  is  so  essential  a 
part  of  pdiuation,and  whiih  is  not  likely  to  l>e  dbtaiued  during  the 
course  of  professional  st  udy  and  training  Hk  (lit?  Normal  School. 
Many  of  the  pupils  como  to  the  school frcm  ix»niol>*  and  almost  isola- 
ted sections  of  the  Province,  and  if  they  p;;ss  successfully  the 
examiualions  required  of  them,  go  to  their  professional  work  without 
tiiat  cul'  ure  which  is  obtained  onh'  by  mingling  somewhat  generally 
with  society.  This  kind  of  cultiu^  tells  upon  the  school  taught  by 
the  teacher  since  he  moulds  the  manners  and  habits  of  the  impres- 
sible nnnds  of  his  pupils.  In  the  natural  course  of  things,  the 
manners  and  habits  of  those  pupils  are,  ceriainly  to  a  great  ex- 
tent, those  of  the  toacuor;  refined  or  course,  polito  or  Tulgar, 
attractive  or  n»pulsive. 

The  necessity  for  new  buildings  for  the  Normal  School  is  be- 
coming increasingly  evident,  and  must,  ere  long,  engage  the 
attention  of  the  Government.  From  more  quarters  than  one,  it 
has  been  hinted,  that  the  city  of  Halifax  is  the  most  desirable 
location  fi^r  such  an  Institution  as  the  Normal  School ;  that  the 
facilities  offered  by  the  city  of  attending  a  partial  course  at 
Dalhousie  College,  of  visiting  the  Pro^'incial  Museum  and  attend- 
ing the  School  of  Science  connected  with  it,  and  other  similar 
ad\'antages,  the  equivalent  of  which  is  not  to  be  had  elsewhere  in 
the  ProYin<*e,  Axould  be  of  great  value  in  the  fitting  of  pupil 
teachers  for  their  work.  At  this  time  I  shall  not  press  this  matter 
or  even  ofl'er  a  decided  opinion,  but  as  the  day  is  not  distant  when  a 
large  outlay  of  money  will  be  demanded  for  the  erection  of  'new 
Normal  School  buildings,  it  is  well  that  public  attention  should  be 
directed  to  the  subject  and  opinions  matured  thereon. 

SPECIAL  ACADEMIES. 

The  Academies  of  Sackville  and  Horton  are  Collegiate  Schools, 
and  are  especially  engaged  uith  a  view  to  prepuing  pupils  for 
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college  matriculation.  This  remark,  however,  applies  more  strictly 
to  Horton  than  to  Sackyille,  where  there  is  in  operation,  and  in 
connection  with  the  entire  institution,  a  very  efficient  Female 
Academy  affording  to  the  large  number  of  young  ladies  who 
attend  such  instruction  as  are  provided  in  all  first  class  semi* 
naries.  The  Deaf  and  Dumb  lustitution  at  Halifax  is  engaged  in 
its  own  peculiar  work,  and  is  supplying  to  an  increasing  number 
of  pupils  from  different  parts  of  the  Provinces  most  valuable 
inBtruction. 

In  October  last  I  attended  the  examination  of  the  Pictou  Aca- 
demy. The  classical  department  is  under  the  instruction  of  H.  C. 
Bayne,  Esq.,  M.  A.,  the  Principal.  The  mathematical  department 
is  under  J.  McKenzie,  Esq.,  M.  A.  From  a  careful  attention  to 
the  examination  of  these  two  departments,  I  am  happy  to  say  that 
I  could  not  fail  to  regard  Pictou  Academy  as  certainly  among  the 
first  educational  Institutions  in  the  Province.  Its  work  is  not 
confined  to  the  town  of  Pictou,  but  ^here  are  attending  it  pupils 
from  various  and  distant  parts  of  this  Province;  and,  I  believe 
from  other  Provinces.  The  rang^  of  classical  studies  is  quite 
equal  to  that  ot  some  colleges ;  and  the  facilities  provided  for  the 
acquisition  of  modem  languages  do  much  credit  to  trustees  and 
teachers.  On  the  whole,  Pictou  Academy  seems,  at  the  present 
time  at  least,  to  fully  maintain  its  ancient  prestuje^  and  is  doing  a 
work,  in  that  section  of  the  Province,  of  incalculable  value,  I  may 
observe  that  there  is  much  need  of  new  buildings. 

I  &iled  to  visit,  as  I  have  designed,  the  Yarmouth  Special 
Academy.  The  Academic  department  of  this  Institution  was 
dosed  at  an  early  period  in  the  Summer,  and  did  not  reopen  until 
November.  Mr.  Fletcher,  a  graduate  of  Toronto  University,  is 
now  the  Principal,  and  from  the  high  literary  attainments  of  this 
gentleman,  the  friends  of  Yarmouth  Academy  anticipate  many 
beneficial  results.  It  is  a  satisfaction  to  be  able  to  welcome  to  our 
Province,  and  to  the  cause  of  education  here,  a  gentleman  whose 
experience  and  known  abilities  cannot  fail  to  make  their  mark. 
The  efforts  already  made  at  Yarmouth  are  of  the  most  thorough 
and  efficient  kind,  and  now,  with  an  efficient  Principal  for  the 
Academy,  we  may  anticipate  the  most  encouraging  success.  As 
the  Tarmouth  Academy  is  located  at  the  extreme  Western  section 
pf  the  Province,  it  will,  for  years  to  come,  have  as  the  sphere  of  its 
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operation,  a  large  field  comprisiug  the  Western  Counties.  I  think 
it  should,  as  earlj  as  possible,  engraft  upon  its  present  course 
those  studies  especially  required  in  a  community  largely  and 
necessarily  engaged  in  maritime  pursuits. 

Her*  I  must  remark,  as  to  the  Province  generally,  that  it  must 
excite  not  a  little  suq^rise  in  a  stranger,  that  so  little  attention  if 
given  to  professional  instruction  to  our  sea-going  population.  A 
few  thousand  dollars,  distributed  bv  the  Dominion  Government! 
■ay  between  Pictou,  Halifax  and  Yarmouth,  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
couraging nautical  schools,  would  not  be  misspent,  but  would  result 
in  much  good  to  the  maritime  intenvsts  of  the  whole  Dominion.  I  am 
aware  that  this  is  a  consideration  which  has  been  repeatedly  and 
strenuously  urged  upon  public  notice  by  a  portion  of  the  press  of 
Nova  S<*otia ;  and  it  really  does  appear  that  the  time  lias  arrired 
for  some  practical  steps  to  be  taken  in  the  matter. 

AYliile  general  education  does  not  come  under  the  immediate 
cognizance  of  the  Dominion  Government,  the  commercial  interest  of 
the  several  Provinces  is,  under  its  wise  supervision,  and  any  efforis 
by  which  the  sea-going  classes  of  these  Maritime  Provinces  can  be 
better  prepared  to  discharge  efficiently  their  duties,  must  benefit 
the  entire  Dominion.  "With  this  view  of  the  case,  we  are  con- 
vinced that  a  few  thousand  dollars,  wisely  and  generously  dis- 
tributed as  above  hinted,  for  nautical  education  especially,  would 
result  in  much  material  benefit  to  the  whole  country. 


COUNTY  ACADEMIES. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  report  a  marked  improvemmt  in  the 
County  Academies,  especially  during  the  summer  term,  both  as 
to  the  teachers  employed  and  the  general  working  of  the  schools. 
It  is  especially  encouraging  that  in  some  instances  trustees  have 
taken  more  interest  in  them,  and  better  provision  has  been  made 
by  the  sections  to  which  they  severally  belong.  At  the  present 
time  some  of  the  Head  Masters  are  among  our  mott  efficient  asd 
valued  men,  in  the  profession  to  which  they  belong.  The  im- 
provement that  I  am  now  enabled  to  report,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will 
encoimige  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  to  continue  its  interest 
in  these  Institutions,  with  the  hope  that  we  may  yet  realise  from 
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them  the  benefits  which  were  originally  anticipated  when  they 
were  established  by  Government. 


HALIFAX   SCHOOLS. 

The  Report  of  the  City  Commissioners  hereto  appended  exhibits 
evidences  of  an  increased  interest  in  this  city  in  the  cause  of 
education.  Last  summer  I  spent  some  time,  in  connection  with 
the  Chairman  of  ihe  Board  of  City  Commissioners,  and  also  with 
several  other  members  of  the  Board,  in  visiting  a  number  of  the 
Halifax  schools.  "WTiile  this  vi-^ilation  revealed  undoubtedly  much 
room  for  improvement,  it  also  brought  to  notice  unquestionably 
great  evidences  of  progress.  Wliilst  no  less  than  0750  pupils  of 
various  ages  and  of  both  sexes  are  being  instructed  in  the  elements 
of  a  good  English  education  in  the  city  of  Halifax,  there  is  siill  to 
be  lamented  the  absence  of  an  Academic  Department,  or  any  public 
provision  for  higher  education  in  connection  with  the  public  schools 
of  the  city. 

Although  Halifax  has  no  public  Academic  Institution,  I  am  happy 
to  be  able  to  say  that  it  has  a  school  of  science,  taught  in  the 
Provincial  Museum  by  Dr.  lloneyman,  I  am  quite  sure  this  school 
has  a  promising  future,  and  is,  even  supply  a  desideratum  in  the 
education  of  the  Province. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

Information  as  to  college  work,  and  the  progress  ]>eing  made  in 
that  important  department  of  our  educational  cMilerprisr  perlaining 
to  colleges,  will  appear  in  full  in  the  appended  tables,  to  which 
especial  attention  is  invited. 

From  these  tables  it  will  be  seen  that  we  have  sLx  colleges 
attended  during  the  year  past  by  255  students.  Seven  special 
academies  attended  by  617  students.  Ten  county  academies  at.- 
tended  by  440  students.  In  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Institution  48 
pupils  from  various  localities,  under  an  efficient  instruction,  are 
receiving  that  which,  more  than  any  other  earthly  blessing,  alleviates 
the  sadness  of  their  isolated  condition. 
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The  Eeport  of  the  Inspectors  cannot  fail  to  afford  interest,  as 
they  disclose  the  \rorking  of  our  school  law  in  the  sereral  Counties. 
From  these  Eeports,  as  well  as  from  the  tabulated  statistics,  an 
accurate  view  may  at  once  be  taken  of  the  past  year  s  results  of 
our  educational  work. 

And  although  there  has  been  a  diminution  in  the  whole  number 
of  pupils  attending  our  public  schools  during  the  past  year,  it  must 
not  be  forgotten  that,  for  a  number  of  previous  and  continuously 
succeeding  years  the  increase  was  large,  much  beyond  the  increase 
in  the  general  population  of  the  country.  As  already  intimated, 
such  fluctuation  as  that  of  which  I  have  made  mention,  might  not 
unreasonably  have  been  anticipated,  especially  when  so  many 
known  causes  of  disturbance  were  operating ;  and  this  isolated  fact 
affords  us,  in  itself,  no  grounds  for  distruHiful  apprehension  as  to 
the  future. 

If  we  form  our  opinion  of  the  future  of  the  educational  st^heme 
of  Nova  Scotia,  from  the  determination  of  all  our  intelligent  com- 
munities throughout  the  Province  to  have  section  schools ;  or  fVom 
a  wide-spread  and  rapidly  growing  conviction  that  our  public 
schools  must  be  sustained;  or  from  the  waning  influence  of  a  now 
almost  inoperative  but  once  formidable  hostility  ;  or  from  the  cor. 
dially  combined  activity  of  men  of  all  religious  creeds  and  parties 
to  make  public  free  education  in  Nova  Scotia  a  success ;  then  must 
we  cherish  the  unswerving  belief,  that  notwithstanding  all  disturb- 
ing causes  and,  as  I  believe,  temporary  fluctuations,  the 
working  of  our  present  educational  system  is  destined  to  manifest 
the  testimony  of  its  own  success,  in  the  growing  intelligence  of  the 
people,  and  as  a  consequence,  in  the  rapid  progress  which  ihall 
attend  the  varied  and  extended  efforts,  social  and  commercial, 
moral  and  intellectual,  in  the  great  onward  movement  of  civili- 
lation. 
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The  following  is  an  Abstract  of  the  Educational  Statistics 
of  the  Province  for  the  year  ending  October  Slst,  1872  : — 

1.    Schools  and  Pupils. 
No.  of  Fublie  Schools  in  operation, — 


Winter  Term,  1872 

Do.            1871        

1487 

1511 

Decrease        

24 

Summer  Term,  1872        

Do.         1871 

1602 

1615 

Decrease 

13 

Pupils  Registered, — 

Winter  Term,  1872 

Do.         1871        

70780 

74759 

Decrease        

3979 

Summer  Term,  1872        

Do.         1871 

76496 

77232 

Decrease 

736 

The  Tear  :— Boys 

Girls        

47053 

44584 

Total,  1882 

Total,  1871        

91637 

, 92858 

Decrease 

1221 
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Proportion  of  Populatixm  Registered  at  Public  SchodU : 


Winter  Term,  1872 

1  in  6.3 

Do.          1871        

1  in  5.2 

Summer  Term,18V2 

.  1  in  5.0 

Do.          1871         

1  in  5.0 

The  Year,  1872 

1  in  4.2 

1871        

1  in  4.2 

Ho.  ofPupiU  daily  present  at  Pvblio  Schools  on  an  average 
for  the  time  in  Session. 

Winter  Term,  1872 39177.9 

Do.  1871        43585.2 


Decrease, 
8 


Decrease        4407.3 


Summer  Term,  1872      42433.3 

Do.         1871 43688.9 


Decrease 1205.3 


Full- Term  Average, — 

Winter  Term,  1872 34877.7 

Do.       1871        38859.8 


Decrease         3982.1 


Summer  Term,  1872        39269.8 

Do.         1871 38296.8 


Increase 963.0 


No.  of  Pupils  daily  present  per  100  registered, — 

Winter  Term,  1872        66.3 

Do.  1871 68.3 


Decrease 3.0 

Summer  Term,  1872        56.4 

Do.         1871 66-6 


1.2 


inv 


EDUCATION — SUPERINTXNDENT'b   BEPOBT, 


2.    Teachers  Employed, 
Academic  Orctde, — 


Male 


Winter  Term,  1872 16 

Do.  1871 15 


lucrease. 


Summer  Term,  1872 17 

Do.         1871 18 


Decrease 1 

Clcus  First, — 

Winter  Term,  1872 292 

Do,  1871 303         

Decrease 11  Increase, 


Summer  Term,  1872 258 

Do.        1871  291 


Decrease :. 33  Decrease  .... 


Class  Second, — 

Winter  Term,  1872 252 

Do.  1871 262, 


Decrease 10  Decrease 


Summer  Term,  1872 193 . 

Do.        1871    ....  225 

Decrease , 32 

Class  Third,— 

Winter  Term,  1872 205 

Do.  1871 226 


Decrease. 


Decrease 21        Decrease 


Summer  Term,  1872 168. 

Do.        1871 160 


Female* 


373 
33& 

_B7_ 

421 
444 

23 


228 
25& 

28 

331 
336 


132 
134 


232 
168 


Increase '....      8        Increase 64 
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Total  No.  of  Teachers  employedf-r- 


Winter  Term,  1872 

Do.           1871 

Male.                                                     Femtie. 

...  765 733 

..  806        726 

Decrease 

,..    41     Increase         7 

SummerTerm,1872.... 
Do.        1871.... 

..  636 984 

..  694        948 

Decrease 

...    58        Increase        36 

Total  No.  Licensed  JiacAers  arid  Assistants  Employed, — 

Winter  Term,  1872 

Do.           1871 

': 1535 

1564 

Decrease 

•     29 

Summer  Term,  1872... 
Do.          1871 

1650 

1676 

Decrease 

26 

3.    Salaries  of  Teacheus. 

Received  direct  from  Government, — 

Teachers  of  Public  Schools,  by  law,  1872 $123608.36 

Total  direct  from  Government,  1871 123657-70 

Decrease $      149.34 

Received  from  Trustees  of  various  Sections, — * 

Pai<I  to  Teachers  by  Trustees,  per  agreement — 

1872 : $231504.00 

1871        216776.00 


Increase $15728.00 


*  Tiie  sources  from  which  Trustees  doriv^e  funds  for  the  payment  of 
Teachers' Salaries,  and  the  relative  amount  from  each  for  lo72  will  be 
«een  from  the  following  statement  * — 

Paid  to  Trustees  of  (Sunty  Academies  by  Government S  6000.00 

Received  by  the  Trustees  from  the  County  Assessment  Fund...  05461.00 

101461X)0 
Balance  assessed  within  the  several  Sections  by  vote  of  rate- 
payers   130045.00 

8231504^ 


IXVl 
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Total  :     Direct  from   Government. 
From  Trustees 


Total,  1872, 
"     1871 


Increase 


,$123508.36 
231504.00 

,$355012.36 
340433.70 

$14578.66 


4.    School  Houses. 

No.  of  School  Houses  built  during  1872 43 

No.  in  course  of  erection,  Oct.  3l8t.,  1872  67 

Amount  voted  for  building*  purposes  at  meeting. 

Sep.,  1872 $39814 


5.    Summary  of  Governmemt  Expenditure  in  aid  of 

Public  Schools, 


Common  SehooU,  1872, 
Do.  1871 

Decrease 


County  Academies,  1872, 
Do.  1871 

Increase 


Inspection  of  Schools,  1872 
Do.  1871, 


increase. 


Examination  of  Teachers,  1872, 
Do.  1871 


Decrease 


*Bookt  and  Apparatus,  1872 
Do.  1871, 


Decrease, 


$123508.36 
123657.70 

$149.34 

.$    6600 
6132 

$    468 


$11825.32 
11360.93 

$464.39 


«1591.70 
1788.21 

$196.51 


$1485.03 
6848.58 

$5363.66 


*  The  amount  oppoute  includes  only  the  Booke,  &c.,  supplied  from 
December  31,  1871.  to  April  30th,  1872;  while  the  amount  for  the 
vear  1871  includes  all  Books,  &c.,  supplied  from  Not.  let,  1870  to  Dec. 
^Ist   1871,  being  two  months  over  that  of  last  Beport,  hence  the  decrease 
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MUcdlaneous,  1872        «  92C8.76 

Do.        1871 10025.09 


Decrease $816.34 


Total  Government  Expenditure  in  aid  of  Public  Schools, 

1872 8154219.16 

Do.      1871        159812.51 


Decrease $5593,35 


6.    summaey  of  local  expenditure  in  aid  of  public 

Schools. 

Debts  of  previous  years  paid  off,  1872    8  13676 

Do  1871 25631 


Decrease 9      11955 


Teachers  and  Assistants,  1872 -....  *  231504 

Do.  1871  216776 


Increase •  14728 


Interest  on  borrowed  money,  1872  69876 

Do.  1871 8936 


Increase         8    940 


Purchase  and  Improvement  of  Grounds,  1872 2232 

Do.  do.  do.       1871 4818 


Decrease S2586 


Repairs  on  School  Houses  and  Out  Houses,  1872 S9914 

Do.  do,  do,  1871 7176 

Increase S2738 


New  School  Houses  and  Out  Houses,  1872 20950 

Do.  do.     1871 19567 

Increase S138S 
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POOE    SECTIONS — SPECIAL  COUNTY  AID. 


TABLE  XV.   PooE   Sections.    Special  CorNTY  Aid. 
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Anna|)oli8,  Ck)anty  of ... . 
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212.17 

181.19 

393.36 

Hants,  District  of  East .  .  . 

4 

6 

2417 

31.52 

68.69 

West . .. 

11 

16 

85.38 

103.57 

188.95 

Inyemess,  Gonnty  of 

41 

38 

300.69 

241.19 

0*T.OO 

Kings,              "           

19 

22 

ioa36 

172.15 

275.61 

Lunenburg  and  N.  Dublin. 
Chester,  District  of 

18 

12 

148.33 

87.14 

235.47 

6 

4 

43.97 

24.40 

68.37 

Pictou,  County  of 

22 

27 

166.64 

164.96 

321.50 

Queens,  County  of 

3 

8 

22.32 

34.75 

67.07 

Bichmond,  County  of  ... . 
Bhelbume.  distiict  of ...  . 
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SPECIAL  OOTERNMXNT  AID. 


TABLE    XVI. 
SPIXIAL  GOVERNMENT  AID  TO  FOOR  SECTIONS. 


COUNTY. 

Paid  by  Oovernment  orei 
and  abuvo  the    ordlnitry 
Grants,  towards  Salaries 
of  Tcaehere  employed  in 
Po*)T  Sections.* 

Paid    by    Gk)vem- 
ment  towards  erec- 
tion of  School 
Houses,  &c. 

ToUl. 

Winter 
Term. 

Summer 
Term. 

Winter 
Term. 

Summer 
Term. 

Total. 
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Antiizonish 

S27S  90 

77  69 

466  95 

246  71 

243  92 

19  16 

27  42 

S315  5« 
100  63 
104  39 
160  23 
270  92 
26  39 

«594  57 
178  32 

Cape  Breton 

Colchester 

571  34 
406  94 

CnmherlAnd  •••••• 

514  84 

Clure..... .*.. 

45  55 

I>ii<by 

GuvBboroufirh   

81  98 

20  00 

180  69 

238  22 

379  96 

158  01 

132  54 

281  54 

73  86 

95  34 

40  81 

109  40 

30  00 

66  Gij 

116  66 

Halifax  ••••••  •  •  . 

236  88 

149  62 

500  12 

185  99 

230  70 

246  14 

41  50 

92  17 

23  37 

417  07 

Hants.  ..•••• 

387  84 

Inverness 

Kings 

Lunenburg  

Pictou 

Queens 

Richmond 

300*00 

300  00 

1480  08 
344  00 

363  24 
527  68 
115  36 

187  51 

Shelbume ;%  •  •  • 

64  18 

Vi<:toria 

Yarmouth    ....... 

136  35 

99  39 

235  74 

Total,  1872 

"       1871 

S3203  18 
3393  70 

2760  48 
3919  56 

330  00 
399  07 

366  66 
352  00 

6660  34 
8064  38 

Increases 

14  66 

Docroape 

190  52 

1159  08 

69  07 

1403  99 

*lf<rrB.— The  Government  Grant  is  increased  one-third  by  Law,  to  Teachers  not 
holdiuff  Hrst  class,  who  are  employed  in  sections  admitted  as  "Poor  BectioAs'*  by  the 
Cununiiwlonors  of  Schools  for  the  several  Counties. 

t  $&n  paid  Inverness,  Academy  Grant,  which  is  distributed  among  Poor  Sections  by 
Board  of  Commisidoners. 
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TABLE  XlX.—Contimied. 
PICTOU  ACADElifY. 

By  the  ileciaion  of  the  C.  P.  I.,  the  two  hkrlieat  (lepartmfmts  of  this 
Institution  have  hopii  constitutetl  tlic  Pictou  Aca<.lemy,  un«l  the  IU*turn  ii* 
made  out  p.ccor(!iu|j;ly. 

IlERitERT  A.  Baynk,  J3.  k.—JMnipnl. 

MOUNT  ALLISON    WESLKYAN   MALE  ACADEMY. 

The  grant  from  tiie  Nova  Scotia  Lef^shituro  was  %f0). 

David  Allison,  M.  k.—PmuyipaL 

IIORTON  COLLEGIATE  COLT  EGE. 

(a)  School  op'>nc!l  later  tliaa  usual  after  Survuor  V'acr-lion,  in  con.«c»- 
quenco  of  the  prevalence  of  small  pox  in  the  villai^e. 

(b)  Expenditure  for  repairs  will  appear  in  the  reporl  of  Ac^idia 
College. 

Rev.  T.  a.  IIickiins,  M.  A.—Pn'mi/^a!. 

INSTITUTION  FOU  TIIE  DEAF  .VND  DUMB. 

{a)  The  nominal  fees  are —for  day  impils  S20  per  Srrsion—for  Bj?ird- 
ersSSOto  SUK);  hut  most  of  t'.jo  pupils  are  free.  L:\-t  year  the  feef* 
Huiounted  to  only  01-7. 

(b)  All  are  taupjht  to  read,  t.  f»,  to  understand  written  lan£;uac:(-.  A 
select  class  of  eij^ht  are  hvirniiv  to  read,  vivn  tv<'c,  l-y  i".eftn.«  of  tniinimj* 
in  miiciiUdion  or  mechanical  spcvch^  although  deaf  and  imahle  to  l-.eir  thf* 
sound  of  tlieir  own  voiceo. 

(c)  Tlie  pupil?  aro  practiserl  daily  in  the  itw  of  written  a'i«i  alpl)aheti(r 
lan^juacfe — ufacfice  rather  than  Vteonj  heing  the  p,'a?id  desider.itum  and 
(lifticultv  of  the  Deaf  Mute. 

• 

(d)  Some  instruction  is  ;jfiven  in  all  tho!?<»  hrau'rhe.*,  hnl  mere  tabulated 
statih;t:f«  afford  no  proi)er  idea  of  th»  nature  or  amount  of  the  w(»rk 
pcrforiiied  in  thia  peculiar  d'^p,-;rt'i:j'nt  of  t;il('-.»'i.  For  a  hrief  accouat  of 
thf'  nietl'Oil  ami  course  of  in-tru-jtion,  sei'  txpl.i'jution^  ap])ea  UmI  to  Tanh? 
R.  in  Eilucatiou  Report  18<iS. 

ft)  Thi«' inclmles  a  M(>ok  ofliooli^  aduTit^d  for  deif  luute  in'trucfivn. 
printed  exprer.sly  for  tl'.e  u.^e  of  t'jis  Institution. 

(f)  The  Fees,  according  to  the  T I*: M^urer's  account,  onlv  amounted  t» 

(g)  This  includes  S500  frjm  New  Brunswick,  and  SUiTfrivn  P.  E. 
Island. 

{h)  The  Treasurer's  account  in  last  Animal  Report  L»iven  the  total 
monthly  expenses  for  the  year  a?*  $"»3r)7.  This  include.^  J.ii'  above  items, 
the  board  of  pupils,  fuel,  j^as,  aiid  jill  other  hou?rh'.)ld  expense?. 

J.Scorr  Hi'iTON,  M.  A,—Prmripal. 
MOUNT  ALLISON  FEMALE  ACADEMY. 

(a)  The  cprrwut  from  the  Nova  Scotia  Lep^islature  was  S500. 

(b)  Tlie  iari^je  expenditure  upon  the  buildings  was  incurred  by  intro- 
ducing steam  heating  apparatus,  and  making;  general  repairs. 

Jamks  R  Inch,  A.  ^.—Pfinapal, 


EXPLAXATIO'S   (Coni'.'l>f^d.)  T  f> 

ARTS  FACULTY  OF  DALHOUSIE  COLLEGE. 

(a)  Tliough  the  College  was  original  i.j'  founded  under  an  act  ]>a88ed  in 
1820,  it  only  received  its  present  oigpnizaiion  under  pnact  passed  in  1863. 
The  sum  of*  SS<500  is  annually  contribuJed  by  two  Prespyterian  Bodies. 

(/>)  In  conse<iuence  of  a  change  in  i  he  time  at  which  the  report  is 
made  up,  this  sum  includes  Ihe  graduates  for  two  years. 

(c)  There  are  no  students  answering  to  this  description.  Tlie  numbers 
giTen  are  the  numbei-s  of  occasional  studeo  Is  who  at*-ended  one  session, 
two  sessions,  and  three  and  four  sessions  respectively. 

Geouge  Thompson,  Esq.,  Secretary. 

FACULTY  OF  MEDICINE,  DALnOUSIE  GOLLEGE. 

The  Medical  Depaifcmeot  of  Dalhousie  Colie;;e  receives  no  en- 
couragement either  f<om  the  Public  or  the  Government.  Its  success 
depends  eni?ve'j  upon  the  individual  exei'tions  of  the  Professoifl,  who 
give  both  their  labor  and  the  jn-eator  part  of  the  fees  coming  from  the 
students  for  the  ca. » yinpf  on  of  the  Medical  School.  Effoi-ts  are  now 
\iem%  made  \o  procure  a  library  and  purchase  more  appa?  atus  of  which 
tbei^  is  only  a  ve>^  scanty  supply.  The  prizes  given  <  o  successful  stu- 
dents were  the  giiJs  of  four  go  atlomen.  Three  of  whom  ate  on  the 
Board  of  Goveruoi^,  the  foui  Ih  t;^s  ji  '^er.  Jemcn  of  the  city. 

II.  A.  GoEDON,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 

ACADIA  COLLLGE. 

Since  tbc  first  of  ScT"^;pn)i)er  $25000  have  been  plodired  for  incrcnsp  of 
the  end i>w meat,  bufcf.si^e  wo-^cof  obfaininc:  nuw  6ubs'^"'priooj  is  yet 
in  pioj;.esj,  i -'e  amoi  iit  of  en;lcwiacnt is repu'  ted   ho s^.rne i.s hisL  yc ar, 

A.  W.  Sawteb,  D.  D.  President 
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TABLE  XXII. 

Samifnary  of  Oovernment  Grants  for  Ekiucation,  1872. 

Common  Sihools S123508  36 

Countv  Arademi(3s 6G00  00 

Books  and  ApjMiratus 1485  03 

Inspectors'  Salaries •  •    " 11 105  32 

"           Stiitionerv,  Ac,  as  Clerks  to  Comiu'rs .  720  00 

Examinations  lor  yoar 1591  70 

Printing  Koport  ls71,  Blanks,  &c 2142  75 

Journal  of  EJiKuiiou 1200  02 

Postage,  Telt'grauis  and  EA])n'ss  cliarges 426  17 

School  Registers 4G8  53 

levelling  Expeusijs,  Teui liters  attending  N.  School,  .  69S  60 

Miscellaneous 486  70 

Normal  and  Model  Schools 4596  ?1 

Colleges 6000  00 

Special  Acad -mies •  •  .  .  6580  00 

Salaries 2400  00 

Intorest  on  County  Loan,  paid  Bank  J^'ova  Scotia 1386  00 

Total  Grants,  1S72 S171395  97 

1871 176174  49 


U  tk 


Decrease $4778  52 


Total  paid  by  Government  during  1872 , S180000  00 

"      "      on  Account,  1871 21435  54 

Amount  available  to  meet  Educational  demands,  1872.  S 158564  46 

*'       Expenses,  1872.     171395  97 

Excess  of  1  .icational  Expenses  1872,  over  available 

l-'unds   S12831  51 


APPENDIX  A. 


fi£K>KT8   OF  IN8PECTOB8  OF  SCHOOLS  FOB  THE  J>IFF£B£KT  COUXTIES« 


CUMBEELAKD  COUNTY. 

M.  S.  Dabragh,  Inspector. 

SlB, — According  to  the  requirements  of  the  School  Law,  and 
the  practice  of  former  years,  it  again  becomes  my  duty  to  present 
to  you  a  general  Eeport  on  the  state  of  the  Schools  of  the  County 
of  Cumberland,  for  the  year  ending  Oct%  31st,  1872. 

In  reviewing  the  educational  xi-ork  of  the  County  for  the  School 
3rear  now  closed,  it  shall  be  my  pleasant  duty  to  note  some 
particulars  in  which  a  respectable  degree  of  success  has  been 
reached. 

First, — I  remark  that  generally  speaking  the  Schools  have  been 
holding  their  own,  and  in  some  places  they  have  advanced  in 
efficiency.  It  is  said  that  comparisons  are  invidious,  and 
perhaps,  to  particularize  where  all  is  well,  may  be  thought  to  b^ 
equally  so ;  but  I  find  I  have  marked  a  few  schools  as  worthy  of 
special  commendation.  I  will  therefore  mention  some  of  them,  in 
order  to  stimulate  others  to  honorable  effort  in  teaching. 

I\tgwa9h  Graded  Schtni, — ^This  school  maintains  its  high  prestige.  Its 
Primary  Department  is  admirably  taught  by  Miss  Annie  Creed.  As  a 
teacher,  this  young  lady  deserves  the  highest  praise.  But  the  Trustees 
have  oppressed  her  with  over^work,  by  cutting  off  the  Auittant  in  her 
department.  The  Intermediate  Department  of  this  school  merits  the 
grade  or  degree — Excelsior,  Mr.  Donald  McAuley  continues  to  conduct 
this  department  with  even  more  than  wonted  success.  As  a  teacher,  he 
has  few  equals. 

Wallace  Harbor  Graded  Sckool, — ^This  is  a  very  superior  school.  Mrs. 
Mary  Ann  Pagan,  in  the  Primary  Depaitment,  is  a  noble  teacher.  I 
found  her  department  creditable  in  the  highest  degree.  I  mentioned  a 
year  ago,  that  the  High  School  Department  of  this  Institution  was  veiy 
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fi£K)KT8   OF  IN8PECTOB8  OF  SCHOOLS  FOB  THE  DIFFEBEKT  COUXTt£S« 


CUMBEELAKD  COUISTDT. 

M.  S.  DABRAGHf  Inspector. 

SiE, — According  to  the  requirements  of  tke  School  Law,  and 
the  practice  of  former  years,  it  again  becomes  my  duty  to  present 
to  you  a  general  Eeport  on  the  stato  of  the  Schools  of  the  County 
of  Cumberland,  for  the  year  ending  Oct%  31st,  1872. 

In  reviewing  the  educational  "work  of  the  County  for  the  School 
year  now  closed,  it  shall  be  my  pleasant  duty  to  note  some 
particulars  in  which  a  respectable  degree  of  success  has  been 
reached. 

First, — I  remark  that  generally  speaking  the  Schools  have  been 
holding  their  own,  and  in  some  places  they  have  advanced  in 
efficiency.  It  is  said  that  comparisons  are  invidious,  and 
perhaps,  to  particularize  where  all  is  well,  may  be  thought  to  b^ 
equally  so ;  but  I  find  I  have  marked  a  few  schools  as  worthy  of 
special  commendation.  I  will  therefore  mention  some  of  them,  in 
order  to  stimulate  others  to  honorable  effort  in  teaching. 

Puffwash  Graded  Schtni. — ^This  school  maintains  its  high  prestiffe.  Its 
Primary  Department  is  admirably  taught  by  Miss  Annie  Creed.  As  a 
teacher,  this  young  lady  deserves  the  highest  praise.  But  the  Trustees 
have  oppressed  her  with  over^work,  by  cutting  off  the  Assistant  in  her 
department.  The  Intermediate  Department  of  this  school  merits  the 
grade  or  degree — Excelsior,  Hr.  Donald  McAuley  continues  to  conduct 
this  department  with  even  more  than  wonted  success.  As  a  teacher,  he 
has  few  equals. 

Wallace  Harbor  Graded  School, — This  is  a  very  superior  school.  Mrs. 
If  ary  Ann  Pagan,  in  the  Primary  Depaitment,  is  a  noble  teacher.  I 
found  her  department  creditable  in  the  highest  degree.  I  mentioned  a 
year  ago,  that  the  High  School  Department  of  this  Institution  was  veiy 
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BlIDltTS  OB  IKSFBCTOItS  OF  SCHOOLS  FOB  TUB  mrttXOIT  OAHnM 


CUMBERLAND  COUNTY. 

H.  8.  DABnAQH,  Inspector. 

Sib, — According  to  tbe  reqnirementH  of  tlii)  NcIkmI  f«ir  m^ 
tlie  prw:tice  of  fonner  years,  it  again  befOmKH  my  dulv  \t,  fn'i^nt 
to  7011  a  geneTsl  Heport  on  tlie  state  of  the  HcIiuijJk  uf  U»:  'yvwMt' 
of  Cumberland,  for  the  year  ending  Oct.  ■)  I  Mt,  1 H72. 

In  reviewing  the  eduistional  vnrk  of  the  Owutv  (vf  U0  4<*buw 
jesr  now  closed,  it  shall  be  my  pleaaaut  duty  w  bw*  ,  ,j 
particulara   in   which  a  respectable   degnw  of  mmumt    t^    ]^^ 


First,— I  remark  that  generally  speaking  tW  tii^ifM^  ^m  i«^M 
lioldii^  their  own,  and  in   some  pkuvM   iIm/  Wm   '■f--<ij.ift 
efficiency.       It   is    said   that   compariwMU  ^  m^Aw^     ^ 
perhaps,  to  particularize  where  all  is  w«I],  m^  ^  i.-.  ^j-^    ^ 
equally  so;  but  I  find  I  have  marked  a  few  mm«»  «  ^f^-     ,<• 
special  commendation.     I  will  therefore  uw9Ut««  nm,   ^  [^.^ 
order  to  stimulate  others  to  honorable  elltM 


niftoatM  Graded  &iAaaI.— This  »choo)  — "^fn,-  a^^-g       ^^ 
himary  Department  is  admirably  taoglit  fay  J^  •^■to  ■**!*> 


4  EDUCATIOSr — ^IirSPECTOBS   SEFOBT8. 

well  taught  by  Mr.  Henry  Reid.  Mr.  Reid  is  still  at  his  post,  and  main- 
tains his  popularity,  though  in  une  i)oint  the  school  was  scarcely  up  to  my 
expectation. 

County  Academy. — ^The  County  Academy  continues  to  maintain  its 
usual  satisfactory  status.  Mr.  Wm.  6.  Patterson  has  charge  of  the 
Preparatory  Department.  He  is  a  thorough  teacher,  and  his  department 
tells  Tolumcs  for  his  success.  Miss  Annie  Baird  is  the  able  and  accom- 
plished teacher  of  the  First  Intermediate  Department.  I  found  her 
school  in  a  Tery  satisfactory'  condition.  Her  great  tact  and  energy  were 
manifested  in  the  progress  of  her  school.  The  second  Intermediate 
Department  is  under  the  care  of  Miss  Elizabeth  Skimming.  This  young 
lady  deserves  much  credit.  I  found  that  during  the  time  of  insp>ectioii, 
her  department  for  order  and  discipline  could  hardly  be  surpassed.  The 
Trustees  of  the  Academy  have  manifested  great  wisdom  in  securing  the 
senrices  of  these  able  and  accomplished  teachers  for  another  year. 

Jogyins. — Messrs.  Nathaniel  and  Samuel  Angus  have  had  charge  of  very 
large  and  satisfactory  schools  at  Joggins  Mines,  and  Little  River  Joggins 
Shore.  And  Mr.  Evan  Kennedy  taught  very  efficiently  at  Goose  River 
Comer  during  the  summer  term  of  the  year.  I  might  mention  others ; 
but  I  can  assure  you  that  the  majorit;^'^  of  the  schools  in  the  County,  both 
in  regard  to  management  and  instruction,\7ere  never  in  a  more  satisfac- 
tory condition.  Tliis  opinion  will  be  endorsed  by  Trustees  and  others  of 
educational  acumen  who  attended  the  closing  examinations  of  the  schools 
at  the  end  of  the  term.  Indeed  justice  to  the  accomplished  teachers  of 
the  County  seems  to  require  that  so  much  should  bo  said  publicly  on 
their  behalf.  I  am  safe  in  stating  that  in  their  case  the  adage  "  practice 
makes  i)erfecf  applies.  It  is  evident  to  me  that  every  year  our 
teachers  are  becoming  more  thorough,  and  are  learning  to  lay  out  their 
strength  on  those  branches  which  must  be  taught,  and  wliich  I  have  in  a 
former  report  characterized  as  the  bread  and  butter  sciences. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number,  grade  and  sex  of  the  teachers 
employed  during  the  year. 


A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

E. 

Total. 

1st  or 
Winter  Term. 

1 

12 
1 

14 
31 

7 
22 

•  * 
13 

34  Male 
67  Female 

1 

13 

45 

29 

13 

101  Teachers. 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

E. 

Total. 

2nd  or 
Summer  Term. 

1 

•  • 

10 
1 

11 
9ft 

3 
30 

0 

18 

24  Male 
85  Female 

1 

U 

47 

38 

18 

109  Teachers. 
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The  other  statistical  matter  required  will  be  forwarded  along 

with  the  returns  at  an  earlv  dar.     I  mav  here  remark  that  in  two 

of  our  Graded  Schools  formerly  employing  three  teachers  each,  I 

find   that   during   the  year  now  closed   the  Trustees  have   been 

running  them  with  only  two.     While  it  was  so  that  the  storms  of 

last  winter  were  so  great,  and  the  falls  of  snow  were  so  immense 

as  to   block   up  the   roads,  rendering  it  almost  impossible   for 

children  to  attend   school;  and   while  it  was   so  that    in    the 

beginning   of  the   summer  term,  in  some  localities  mumps  and 

Bcarletina  decimated  the   schools ;  yet,  not^^ithstanding  all   these 

obstacles,  we  will  reach  very  nearly  to  an  equal  average  attendance 
of  former  years. 

The  educational  resources,  or  system  of  the  County  may  be 
briefly  summed  up  as  follows : 

There  are  two  districts,  each  having  a  separate  Board  of 
Commissioners.  These  districts  are  subdivided  into  one 
hundred  and  twenty-seven  sections,  another  new  section  having 
beeti  formed  by  the  Parrsboro'  Board  last  May  at  Three  Sisters. 
With  the  exception  of  five,  all  the  sections  have  school  houses. 
Some  of  them  are  rather  too  well  ventilated  for  comfort ;  but  by 
&r  the  greater  number  of  the  sections  have  good  school  houses, 
good  accommodation,  a  respectable  supply  of  requisites,  and  some 
of  them  have  excellent  apparatus.  Six  new  school  houses  have 
been  built  during  the  year.  These  houses  are  creditable  to  the 
sections,  and  are  in  keeping  ^ith  the  homes  of  the  more  opulent 
rate-payers. 

All  the  schools  in  the  County  \^ith  the  exception  of  four  have 
been  visited,  also  seventeen  sections  were  visited  which,  I  regret 
to  say,  had  no  school  during  the  summer  term.  Many  sections 
know  their  duty,  and  in  spite  of  many  obstacles  perform  it  nobly 
in  providing  for  education,  and  quite  a  number,  when  once  started 
in  the  path  of  duty,  follow  it  well;  but  there  are  too  many 
exceptions,  and  these  last  are  lax  enough  in  doing  their  duty  to 
the  schools. 

Work  of  Inspection, — I  have  observed  that  as  a  general  rule,  able 
teachers  accept  the  Diaxim,  "  The  more  holidays  the  less  work,  and  the 
leas  inclination  to  study.**  This  being  k>,  I  have  had  cause  for  complaint 
dorinp^  the  hist  term.  Frequently  I  was  very  much  hindered  in  the 
inspection  of  schools  by  teachers  and  Trustees  tukiiig  holidays  and 
vacation  at  the  wrong  season.    Some  were  away  on  the  plains  picking 
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berries,  some  were  attending  on  exhibitions,  and  some  had  gone  to*  a  tea- 
meeting  at  the  time  I  was  in  their  locality.  But  thanks  to  the  new 
regulations  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction,  such  intcrrux)tions  will 
not  be  BO  likely  to  occur  in  future. 

Obstaclse  to  Adctntcemejit.- -The  migrator^'  habit  of  teachers  is  a  great 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  progress  in  our  schools.  But  perhaps  in  this  they 
are  not  altogether  to  blame.  Trustees  and  rate-payers  are  very  much 
disposed  to  encourage  a  change  of  teachers ;  yet  I  am  much  inclined  to 
think  that  this  course,  which  is  now  the  ruiey  verj'  frequently  contributes 
to  retard  the  progress  of  the  schools.  Again,  some  seem  to  think  that  the 
want  of  a  new,  or  at  least  a  pres4^.ribed  English  Grammar  is  a  hinderance 
to  our  schools.  New  Brunswick  has  got  a  netp  one,  Wliy  cannot  we  in 
Nova  Scotia  have  one  too  ?  is  a  question  frequently  ])ut  to  me.  I  know 
it  is  no  easy  task  to  make  one,  or  to  get  a  ready-made  grammar,  suited  to 
our  wants ;  yet  to  secure  uniformity  and  promote  progress  something 
should  be  done.  The  tliird  thing  I  may  mention  is  sectional  assessment. 
In  many  places,  at  least,  it  is  a  great  bar  to  progress.  For  instance,  in 
those  sections  where  the  rate-payers  have  little  interest  and  vote  down 
the  school,  or  put  the  sum  assessed  so  very  low  that  an  efficient  teacher 
cannot  be  engaged,  or  when  such  opposition  is  made  that  the  school 
becomes  a  bone  of  contention.  If  the  I^egislature  could  only  be  induced 
to  look  this  matter  in  the  face,  and  perceive  the  evils  arising  therefromt 
and  amend  the  School  Act  so  that  the  amount  now  levied  aa  iectional  and 
p<dl  tax,  could  be  laid  on  with  the  CouiUy  Jtate,  and  that  each  section 
could  draw  from  the  County  Fund  its  proportion  according  to  assessment, 
though  a  few  might  grumble,  a  great  evil  would  l>e  removed,  and 
progress  would  be  secured.  At  all  events,  such  is  the  opinion  which 
some  of  the  most  thoughtful  men  of  this  County  are  beginning  to  enter- 
tain, and  they  now  regret  that  some  such  plan  had  not  been  introduced 
at  the  inception  of  the  School  I^aw.  For  if  the  Government  must  liave 
the  control  of  education,  it  should  furnish  all  the  money  for  educational 
purposes.  There  were  some  other  temporary  hindrances  this  year, 
which  are  not  worth  while  mentioning. 

Commissioners.— OvLT  School  Commissioners  have  still  much  work  to 
overtake.  Like  tlie  ixx)r  man's  labor,  their  work  is  never  done.  For  as 
soon  as  one  difficulty  is  put  to  rest,  a  new  one  seems  to  bo  on  the  carpet. 
These  gentlemen,  especially  in  Cumberland  pro^ieri  are  l)eginning  to  think 
that  it  is  too  hard  to  require  them  to  spend  time  and  money,  as  they  must 
do  in  paying  their  expenses,  to  do  work  for  the  gener  il  public  It  has 
been  remarked  to  me,  frequently,  tliat  they  are  the  only  cIiims  nf  public 
officers  required  to  dischaigo  such  onerous  cUUieSy  without  being  paid.  Now 
if  there  can  be  no  plan  devised  for  restoring  tiie  peace  and  harmony  that 
formerly  existed  in  our  scliool  sections,  ore  the  present  law  was  intro- 
duced, then  the  Commissioners  l)eing  a  tribunal  appointed  by  statute  for 
the  hearing  and  final  settlement  of  such  matters,  should  receive  remu- 
neration either  from  the  County  or  the  Government,  for  their  labors  are 
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too  great  and  continued  to  be  rendered  at  their  own  expense.  Perhaps  a 
regulation  of  Council  might  be  made,  requiring  disputing  parties  calling 
on  Commissioners  to  establish  sites,  to  pay  travelling  expenses  to  the 
Commissioners  rendering  such  services.  At  all  events,  this  reference  to 
the  matter  will  serve  to  correct  an  error  in  the  public  mind.  For  it  i* 
most  persistently  believed  here  by  the  general  public  that  the  Commu- 
BionerB  are  paid. 

Heltgious  Instruction, — I  regret   much  and   am    sorr^'   to    say   that 
religious  instruction,  if  given  at  all  in  our  schools,  is  so  systematically 
meagre  that  the  children  have  nothing  practical  upon  which  to  rest  their 
minds,  really  nothing  to  still  the  cravings  of  heart  for  something  more 
than  reading,  writing,  grammar,  geography  and  arithmetic.    Even  in  the 
moral  lessons  of  the  Nova  Scotia  School  Series,  aa  far  as  I  could  ascertain 
generally  there  is  neither  oral  explanation  given  nor  required.    Everything 
that  would  approach  to  the  moral  or  religious  element  is  ignored,  so  that 
the  instruction  given  in  our  schools,  with  scarcely  an  exception,  is  wholly 
secular.    Teachers  and  Trustees  have  unanimously  accept«Kl  the  idea  that 
secular  instruction  alone  is  the  lever  which  is  to  be  employed  to  elevate 
our  fair  Province ;  forgetting  that  the  Bible  is  the  light  of  the  world,  and 
the  best  school  book  extant    Sir  William  Jones  said  it  "  contains  mors 
true  sublimity,  more  exquii«ite  beauty,  purer  morality,  more  imx)ortant 
history,  and  finer  strains  both  of  poetry  and  eloquence,  than  could  be 
collected  within  the  same  compass  from  all  the  other  books  that  were 
ever  composed  in  any  age  or  nation."    It  was  given  as  a  school  book  to 
the  Hebrew  nation,  and  it  has  unrivalled  merits  as  a  school  book  still. 
Why  then  not  include  it  in  the  list  of  those  books  taught  in  our  schools  f 
All  history  testifies  tliat  mere  secular  education  is  perfectly  useless  as  a 
means  of  weeding  vice  out  of  the  young  heart.    The  enlightened  people 
of  this  Province  employ  agents,  and  freely  give  their  money  to  send 
Bibles  to  {""ranee ,  Spain  and  Italy,  and  yet  suffer  tliat  same  book  to  be 
excluded,  neglected  or  ignored  in  the  schools  where  their  own  children 
are  educated.    I  have  no  desire  to  find  fault,  but  to  say  less  than  this 
would  not  clear  my  own  conscience  of  responsibility. 

JSjcaminaiions, — I  have  attended  the  two  examinations  during  the  year ; 
and  notwithstanding  the  great  storms  in  March,  which  rendered  it  almost 
impossible  to  reach  Amherst,  yet  there  were  33  candidates  from  different, 
and  some  of  them  from  distant  parts  of  the  County  present  for  examina- 
tion. In  September  there  were  43  candidates,  making  76  candidates 
examined  in  the  course  of  the  year. 

In  conclusion,  I  may  say  that  with  very  few  exceptions  the 
schools  have  been  running  very  smoothly.  A  fair  proportion  of 
the  teachers  have  labored  \iith  a  skill  and  devotion,  in  imparting 
secular  knowledge,  that  merits  much  praise.  I  have  given  much 
tiine  and  attention  during  the  year  to  the  schools,  endeavoring  to 
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improve  them,  and  trust  that  my  labor  has  not  been  in  vain.  As 
you  know,  from  the  very  nature  of  the  work,  progress  must  be 
slow,  and  can  only  be  secured  by  much  painstaking  labor.  But 
progress  is  sure,  and  it  is  cheering  to  observe  that  the  impression 
is  becoming  more  fixed  in  the  public  mind,  that  education  is  a 
blessing  of  which  none  should  be  deprived,  which  all  should  seek 
to  obtain,  and  to  promote  which  proper  means  should  be  adopted, 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

M.  S.  DAEBAGH. 

Ebt.  a.  S.  Hukt,  M.  a., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 


LXJNENBUEG  COUNTY, 

W.  M.  B.  Lawson,  Inspector. 

SiE, — I  beg  leave  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report  on  the 
condition  of  the  schools  in  the  County  of  Lunenburg,  for  the  year 
ended  October  31st,  1872. 

1  am  happy  to  be  able  to  say  that  in  educational  matters  in  this 
County,  there  appears  to  be  growing  up  a  manifestly  increasing 
interest.  The  prejudices  formerly  existing  against  the  free  school 
system  are  £ist  disappearing ;  the  public  opinion  in  reference  to  it 
seems  to  be  fast  toning  down,  and  the  current  appears  to  be 
itrongly  setting  in  the  wished  for  direction. 

In  this  County  there  are  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  (121) 
sections.  Six  of  them  are  on  islands,  three  of  those  only  having 
school  houses,  two  of  them  are  pretty  thickly  settled,  the  rest  but 
sparsely.  There  are  also  four  other  sections  on  the  mainland,  ex- 
tending over  a  considerable  area,  but  the  inhabitants  are  so  few  in 
number,  situated  so  &r  apart,  and  so  very  poor,  that  they  have  as 
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yet  been  unable  to  maintain  a  school.  Of  the  remaining  111  sec- 
tions, 76  were  in  operation  during  the  winter,  and  84  during  the 
summer  term,  including  the  County  Academy.  The  following 
figures  showing  their  time  in  session. 

WINTEB   TEBir. 

No.  in  Se«8.  for  the  whole  term    -       -       -       -  26 

•*       "       not  less  than  100  days    -       -       -       -  36 

•*       "        80  days,  but  less  than  100    -        -       -  9 

"       **       less  than  80  days 5 

SUMHEB  tehm. 

No.  in  Sess.  for  the  whole  term    -       -       -       -  44 

"       "       not  less  than  100  days    -       -       -       -  32 

"       "       80  days  but  less  than  100    -       -       -  5 

"       "       less  than  80  days 3 

In  reference  to  those  sections  usually  having  schools,  and  which 
were  without  school  for  any  part  of  the  year,  I  am  warranted  in 
saying  that  this  was  occasioned  rather  through  the  culpable  negli- 
gence of  the  trustees  in  delaying  too  long  to  look  for  a  teacher* 
than  in  any  factious  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  people  generally, 
or  the  scarcity  of  teachers,  that  so  many  vacancies  occurred.  For 
%  the  few  instances  in  which  the  school  was  voted  down,  the 
calamity  ^i-as  caused  rather  by  the  apathy  ot  those,  who,  from  the 
numerical  strength  of  their  £imilies,  ought  to  have  felt  a  direct  in- 
terest in  the  maintenance  of  a  school,  and  yet  neglected  to  attend 
the  annual  meetings,  thereby  leaving  the  fate  of  the  school  in  the 
hands  of  the  few,  always  to  be  found  in  every  section,  who,  brought 
up  in  ignorance  themselves,  having  no  young  children  immediately 
dependent  upon  them,  and  fearful  of  having  to  pay  a  dollar  or  two 
of  sectional  tax,  watch  every  opportunity  to  enable  them  to  shut 
the  school  house  door,  and  thereby  condemn  the  rising  generation* 
BO  fiir  as  may  lie  in  their  power,  to  perpetual  ignorance. 

The  whole  number  of  pupils  registered  for  the  first  term  of  the 
past  year  was  3934,  with  an  average  daily  attendance  of  about 
2244  for  the  time  in  session,  being  a  firaction  over  57  per  cent 
only,  of  the  whole  number  registered,  while  for  the  summer  term, 
the  number  registered  was  4028,  the  average  attendance  about 
2809  for  the  time  in  session,  being  about  69.7  per  cent,  of  the 
number  registered. 

Now  the  great  discrepancy  between  the  numbers  registered,  and 
the  average  attendance,  leaving  out  of  the  question  the  number  ot 
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TABLE  XXU. 

Summary  of  Oovernment  Grants  for  EdiwuHorif  1872. 

Common  Schools $123508  36 

County  Academies 6600  00 

Books  and  Apparatus 1485  03 

Inspectors'  Salaries .....* 11105  32 

"          Stationery,  &l\,  as  Clerks  to  Comm'rs 720  00 

Examinations  for  year 159 1  70 

Printing  Report  1871 ,  Blanks,  &c 2142  75 

Journal  of  Education 1200  02 

Postage,  Telegrams  and  Expn»ss  charges 426   17 

School  Eegist^rs 468  53 

Travelling  Expenses,  Teachers  attending  N.  School. .  698  60 

Miscellaneous 486  70 

Normal  and  Model  Schools i5d6  Si 

Colleges 6000  00 

Special  Acad  .^mies •  •  . .  6580  00 

Salaries 2400  00 

Interest  on  County  Loan,  paid  Bank^^ova  Scotia 1386  00 

Total  Grants,  IS72 S171395  97 

1871 176174  49 


««         (i 


Decrease $4778  52 


Total  paid  by  Government  during  1872 , $180000  00 

"      "      on  Account,  1871 21435  54 

Amount  available  to  meet  Educational  demands,  1872.  $158564  46 

**       Expenses,  1872.     171395  97 

Bxcess  of  I  .icational  Expenses  1872,  over  available 

Funds   $12831  51 


APPENDIX  A. 


fiEK)KT8   OF  INSFECT0B8  OF  SCHOOLS  FOR  THE  DIFFEBEKT  COUVTIES^ 


CUMBEELAND  COUNTY. 

M.  S.  Darraoh,  Inspector. 

Sir, — According  to  the  requirements  of  tke  School  Law,  and 
the  practice  of  former  years,  it  again  becomes  my  duty  to  present 
to  you  a  general  Eeport  on  the  state  of  the  Schools  of  the  County 
of  Cumberland,  for  the  year  ending  Oct*  31  st,  1872. 

In  reviewing  the  educational  ^T>rk  of  the  County  for  the  School 
3rear  now  closed,  it  shall  be  my  pleasant  duty  to  note  some 
particulars  in  which  a  respectable  degree  of  success  has  been 
reached. 

First, — I  remark  that  generally  speaking  the  Schools  have  been 
holding  their  own,  and  in  some  places  they  have  advanced  in 
efficiency.  It  is  said  that  comparisons  are  invidious,  and 
perhaps,  to  particularize  where  all  is  well,  may  be  thought  to  b^ 
equally  so;  but  I  find  I  have  marked  a  few  schools  as  worthy  of 
special  commendation.  I  will  therefore  mention  some  of  them,  in 
order  to  stimulate  others  to  honorable  effort  in  teaching. 

I\igwash  Graded  Schnl.— This  school  maintains  its  high  preetige.  Its 
Primary  Department  is  admirably  taught  by  Miss  Annie  Creed.  As  a 
teacher,  this  young  lady  deserves  the  highest  praise.  But  the  Trustees 
have  oppressed  her  with  over-work,  by  cutting  off  the  Assistant  in  her 
department.  The  Intermediate  Department  of  this  school  merits  the 
grade  or  degree — Excelsior,  Mr.  Donald  McAuley  continues  to  conduct 
this  department  with  even  more  than  wonted  success.  As  a  teacher,  he 
has  few  equals. 

WaUacs  Harbor  Graded  School, — This  is  a  very  superior  school.  Mrs. 
Mary  Ann  Pagan,  in  the  Primary  Department,  is  a  noble  teacher.  I 
found  her  department  creditable  in  the  highest  degree.  I  mentioned  a 
year  ago,  that  the  High  School  Department  of  this  Institution  was  vezy 
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well  taiight  by  Mr.  Henry  Reiil.  Mr.  Reid  is  still  at  his  x>08t,  and  main- 
tains  bis  popularity,  though  in  one  point  the  school  was  scarcely  up  to  my 
expectation. 

County  Academy, — The  County  Academy  continues  to  maintiiin  its 
usual  satisfactory  status.  Mr.  Wm.  G.  Patterson  has  charge  of  the 
Preparatory  Department.  Ho  is  a  thorough  teacher,  and  his  department 
tells  Tolumcs  for  his  success.  Miss  Annie  Baird  is  the  able  and  accom- 
plished teacher  of  the  First  Intermediate  Department.  I  found  her 
school  in  a  rery  satisfactory  condition.  Her  great  tact  and  energy  were 
manifested  in  the  progress  of  her  school.  The  second  Intermediate 
Dei>artment  is  under  the  care  of  Miss  Elizabeth  Skimming.  This  young 
lady  deserves  much  credit.  I  found  that  diuing  the  time  of  inspection, 
her  department  for  order  and  discii)line  could  hardly  be  suri>assed.  The 
Trustees  of  the  Academy  have  luanifested  great  wisdom  in  securing  the 
services  of  these  able  and  accomplished  teachers  for  another  year. 

Joggms, — Messrs.  Nathaniel  and  Samuel  Angus  have  had  charge  of  very 
large  and  satisfactory  schools  at  Joggins  Mines,  and  Little  River  Joggina 
Shore.  And  Mr.  Bvan  Kennedy  taught  very  efficiently  at  Goose  River 
Comer  during  the  summer  term  of  the  year.  I  might  mention  others ; 
but  I  can  assure  you  that  the  majority'  of  the  schools  in  the  County,  both 
in  regard  to  management  and  instruction,\vere  never  in  a  more  satisfac- 
tory condition.  This  opinion  will  be  endorsed  by  Trustees  and  others  of 
educational  acumen  who  attended  the  closing  examinations  of  the  schools 
at  the  end  of  the  term.  Indeed  justice  to  tiie  accomplished  teachers  of 
the  County  seems  to  require  that  so  much  should  be  said  publicly  on 
their  behalf.  I  am  safe  in  stating  that  in  their  case  the  adage  "  practice 
makes  perfect**  applies.  It  is  evident  to  me  that  every  year  our 
teachers  are  becoming  more  thorough,  and  are  learning  to  lay  out  their 
strength  on  those  branches  which  must  be  taught,  and  which  I  have  in  a 
former  report  characterized  as  the  bread  and  butter  sciences. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number,  grade  and  sex  of  the  teachers 
employed  during  the  year. 


A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

E. 

Total. 

1st  or 
Winter  Term. 

1 

.  a 

12 
1 

14 
31 

7 
22 

•  * 
13 

34  Male 
67  Female 

1 

13 

45 

29 

13 

101  Teachers. 

■ 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

E. 

Total. 

2nd  or 
Simmer  Term. 

1 

•  • 

10 
1 

11 
36 

3 
30 

0 
18 

24  Male 
85  Female 

1 

11 

47 

33 

18 

100  Teachers. 
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The  other  statistical  matter  required  will  be  forwarded  along 

with  the  returns  at  an  earlv  da  v.     I  may  here  remark  that  in  two 

of  our  Graded  Schools  formerly  employing  three  teachers  each,  I 

find   that   during  the  year  now  closed   the  Tnist<M*s  have  been 

running  them  with  only  two.     While  it  was  so  that  the  storms  of 

last  winter  were  so  great,  and  the  falls  of  snow  were  so  immense 

as   to   block   up  the   roads,  rendering  it  almost  impossible   for 

children   to  attend   school;  and   while   it   was   so  that    in    the 

beginning   of  the   summer  term,  in  some  localities  mumps  and 

Bcarletina  decimated  the   schools ;  yet,  not^^'ithstanding  all  thes^e 

obstacles,  we  will  reach  very  nearly  to  an  equal  average  attendance 
of  former  years. 

The  educational  resources,  or  system  of  the  Couniy  may  be 
briefly  summed  up  as  follows : 

There  are  two  districts,  each  having  a  separate  Board  of 
Commissioners.  These  districts  are  subdivided  into  one 
hundred  and  twenty-seven  sections,  another  new  section  having 
beeh  formed  by  the  Parrsboro*  Board  last  May  at  Three  Sisters. 
With  the  exception  of  five,  all  the  sections  have  school  houses. 
Some  of  them  are  rather  too  well  ventilated  for  comfort ;  but  by 
&r  the  greater  number  of  the  sections  have  good  school  houses, 
good  accommodation,  a  respectable  supply  of  requisites,  and  some 
of  them  have  excellent  apparatus.  Six  new  school  houses  have 
been  built  during  the  year.  These  houses  are  creditable  to  the 
sections,  and  are  in  keeping  A^ith  the  homes  of  the  more  opulent 
rate-payers. 

All  the  schools  in  the  County  \^ith  the  exception  of  four  liave 
been  visited,  also  seventeen  sections  "were  \'isited  which,  I  regret 
to  say,  had  no  school  during  the  summer  term.  Many  sections 
know  their  duty,  and  in  spite  of  many  obstacles  perform  it  nobly 
in  providing  for  education,  and  quite  a  number,  when  once  started 
in  the  path  of  duty,  follow  it  well;  but  there  are  too  many 
exceptions,  and  these  last  are  lax  enough  in  doing  their  duty  to 
the  schools. 

Work  of  Inspection. — I  have  obscr^'ed  that  as  a  general  rule,  able 
teachers  accept  the  maxim,  "  Tlie  more  holidays  the  \e^  work,  and  the 
leu  inclination  to  study.**  This  bein^  so,  I  liave  had  cause  for  complaint 
durinis;  the  lust  term.  Frequently  I  was  very  much  hindered  in  the 
inspection  of  schools  by  teachers  und  Trustet\««  taking  holidays  and 
vacation  at  the  wrong  season.    Some  were  away  on  the  plains  picking 
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berries,  some  were  attending  on  exhibitions,  and  some  had  gone  to*  a  tea- 
meeting  at  the  time  I  was  in  their  locality.  But  thanks  to  the  new 
regidations  of  tlie  Council  of  Public  Instruction,  such  intcrrux^tions  will 
not  be  BO  likely  to  occur  in  future. 

Chgtache  to  Advancement, — The  migratory  habit  of  teachers  is  a  great 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  progress  in  our  schools.  But  perhaps  in  this  they 
are  not  altogether  to  blame.  Trustees  and  rate-payers  are  very  much 
disposed  to  encourage  a  change  of  teachers ;  yet  I  am  much  inclined  to 
think  that  this  course,  which  is  now  the  rtde,  very  frequently  contributes 
to  retard  the  progress  of  the  schools.  Again,  some  seem  to  think  that  the 
want  of  a  new,  or  at  least  a  prest^ribed  English  Grammar  is  a  hinderance 
to  our  schools.  New  Brunswick  has  got  a  new  one.  Why  cannot  we  in 
Nova  Scotia  have  one  too  ?  is  a  question  frequently  put  to  me.  I  know 
it  is  no  easy  task  to  make  one,  or  to  get  a  ready-nmde  grammar,  suited  to 
our  wants ;  yet  to  secure  unifonnity  and  promote  i>rogress  something 
should  be  done.  The  third  thing  I  may  mention  is  sectional  assessment. 
In  many  places,  at  least,  it  is  a  great  bar  to  i)rogrcss.  For  instance,  in 
those  sections  where  the  rate-payers  have  little  interest  and  vote  down 
the  school,  or  put  the  sum  assessed  so  very  low  that  an  efficient  teacher 
cannot  bo  engaged,  or  when  such  opposition  is  made  that  the  school 
becomes  a  bone  of  contention.  If  the  Legislature  could  only  be  induced 
to  look  this  matter  in  the  face,  and  perceive  the  evils  arising  therefromt 
and  amend  the  School  Act  so  that  the  amount  now  levied  aa  tectional  and 
poU  tax,  could  be  laid  on  with  the  County  Itate,  and  that  each  section 
could  draw  from  the  County  Fund  its  proportion  according  to  assessment, 
though  a  few  might  gnmible,  a  great  evil  would  be  removed,  and 
progress  would  be  secured.  At  all  events,  such  is  the  opinion  which 
some  of  the  most  thoughtful  men  of  this  County  are  beginning  to  enter- 
tain, and  they  now  regret  that  some  such  plan  had  not  been  intro<luced 
at  the  inception  of  the  School  Law.  For  if  the  Government  must  have 
the  control  of  education,  it  should  furnish  all  the  money  for  educational 
purposes.  There  were  some  other  temporary  hindrances  this  year, 
which  are  not  worth  while  mentioning. 

Commissioners.— OvLT  School  Commissioners  have  still  much  work  to 
overtake.  lAke  the  ixx)r  man's  labor,  their  work  is  never  done.  For  as 
soon  as  one  difficulty  is  put  to  rest,  a  new  one  seems  to  be  on  the  carpet. 
These  gentlemen,  especially  in  Cumberland  proper?  are  beginning  to  think 
that  it  is  too  hard  to  require  them  to  sjx'nd  time  and  money,  as  they  must 
do  in  paying  their  expenses,  to  do  work  for  the  gener  il  public  It  has 
been  remarked  to  me,  frequently,  that  they  are  the  only  cIiims  of  public 
officers  required  to  discharge  such  onerous  duties,  without  being  paid.  Now 
if  there  can  be  no  plan  devised  for  restoring  tlie  peace  and  harmony  that 
formerly  existed  in  our  scliool  sections,  ere  the  present  law  was  intro- 
duced, then  the  Commissioners  being  a  tribunal  appointed!  by  statute  for 
the  hearing  and  final  settlement  of  such  matters,  should  receive  remu- 
neration either  from  the  County  or  the  Government,  for  their  labors  are 


CUlfBEBLANJ)  COUNTT.  7 

too  great  and  continued  to  be  rendered  at  their  own  expense.  Perhaps  a 
regulation  of  Council  might  be  made,  requiring  disputing  ]>artie8  calling 
on  Commissioners  to  establiBh  sites,  to  pay  travelling  expenses  to  the 
Commissioners  rendering  such  services.  At  all  events,  this  reference  to 
the  matter  will  serve  to  correct  an  error  in  the  public  mind.  For  it  i* 
most  persistently  believed  here  by  the  general  public  tliat  the  Conunu- 
aioners  are  paid. 

Heliffious  Instruction, — I  regret   much  and   am    sorr^'   to    say   that 
religious  instruction,  if  given  at  aU  in  our  schools,  is  so  systematically 
meagre  that  the  children  have  nothing  practical  upon  which  to  rest  their 
minds,  really  nothing  to  still  the  cravings  of  heart  for  something  more 
than  reading,  writing,  grammar,  geography  and  arithmetic.    Even  in  the 
moral  lessons  of  the  Nova  Scotia  School  Series,  as  far  as  I  could  ascertain 
generally  there  is  neither  oml  explanation  given  nor  required.    Everything 
that  would  approach  to  the  moral  or  religious  element  is  ignored,  so  that 
the  instruction  given  in  our  schools,  with  scarcely  an  exception,  is  wholly 
secular.    Teachers  and  Trustees  have  unanimously  accept<Hl  the  idea  that 
secular  instruction  alone  is  the  lever  which  is  to  be  enii)loyed  to  elevate 
our  fair  Province ;  forgetting  that  the  Bible  is  the  light  of  the  world,  and 
the  best  school  book  extant    Sir  William  Jones  said  it  *'  contains  more 
true  sublimity,  more  exquisite  beauty,  purer  morality,  more  imx)ortant 
history,  and  finer  strains  botli  of  poetry  and  eloquence,  than  could  be 
collected  witliin  the  same  compass  from  all  the  other  books  that  were 
ever  composed  in  any  age  or  nation."    It  was  given  as  a  school  book  to 
the  Hebrew  nation,  and  it  has  unrivalled  merits  as  a  school  book  still. 
Why  then  not  include  it  in  the  list  of  those  books  taught  in  our  schools  f 
All  history  testifies  that  mere  secular  education  is  perfectly  useless  as  a 
means  of  weeding  vice  out  of  the  young  heart.    The  enlightened  people 
of  this  Province  employ  agents,  and  freely  give  their  money  to  send 
Bibles  to  I'rance ,  Spain  and  Ittvly,  and  yet  suffer  that  same  book  to  be 
excluded,  neglected  or  ignore<l  in  the  schools  where  their  own  children 
sro  educated.    I  have  no  desire  to  find  fault,  but  to  say  less  than  this 
would  not  clear  my  own  conscience  of  responsibility. 

Examinations, — I  have  attended  the  two  examinations  during  the  year ; 
and  notwithstanding  the  great  storms  in  March,  which  rendered  it  almost 
impossible  to  reach  Amherst,  yet  there  were  33  candidates  from  different, 
and  some  of  them  from  distant  parts  of  the  County  present  for  examina- 
tion. In  September  there  were  43  candidates,  making  76  candidates 
examined  in  the  course  of  the  year. 

In  conclusion,  I  may  say  that  with  very  few  exceptions  the 
schools  have  been  running  very  smoothly.  A  &ir  proportion  of 
the  teachers  have  labored  \iith  a  skill  and  devotion,  in  imparting 
secular  knowledge,  that  merits  much  praise.  I  have  given  much 
time  and  attention  during  the  year  to  the  schools,  endeavoring  to 
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improve  them,  and  trust  that  my  labor  has  not  been  in  vain.  As 
you  know,  from  the  very  nature  of  the  work,  progress  must  be 
slow,  and  can  only  be  secured  by  much  painstaking  labor.  But 
progress  is  sure,  and  it  is  cheering  to  observe  that  the  impression 
is  becoming  more  fixed  in  the  public  mind,  that  education  is  a 
blessing  of  which  none  should  be  deprived,  which  all  should  seek 
to  obtain,  and  to  promote  which  proper  means  should  be  adopted, 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

M.  S.  DAEEAGH. 

Ebt.  a.  S.  Hukt,  M.  a., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 


LUNENBUEG  COUNTY, 

W.  M.  B.  Lawson,  Inspector. 

Sib, — I  beg  leave  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report  on  the 
condition  of  the  schools  in  the  County  of  Lunenburg,  for  the  year 
ended  October  31st,  1872. 

1  am  happy  to  be  able  to  say  that  in  educational  matters  in  this 
County,  there  appears  to  be  growing  up  a  manifestly  increasing 
interest.  The  prejudices  formerly  exititing  against  the  free  school 
system  are  £ist  disappearing ;  the  public  opinion  in  reference  to  it 
seems  to  be  fast  toning  down,  and  the  current  appears  to  be 
itrongly  setting  in  the  T^ished  for  direction. 

In  this  County  there  are  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  (121) 
sections.  Six  of  them  are  on  islands,  three  of  those  only  having 
school  houses,  two  of  them  are  pretty  thickly  settled,  the  rest  but 
sparsely.  There  are  also  four  other  sections  on  the  mainland,  ex- 
tending over  a  considerable  area,  but  the  inhabitants  are  so  few  in 
number,  situated  so  far  apart,  and  so  very  poor,  that  they  have  as 
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yet  been  unable  to  maintain  a  school.  Of  the  remaining  111  sec- 
tions, 76  were  in  operation  during  the  winter,  and  84  during  the 
summer  term,  including  the  County  Academy.  The  following 
figures  showing  their  time  in  session. 

WLNTKB   TEBir. 

No.  in  Seas,  for  the  whole  term    -       -       -       -  26 

•*       "        not  less  than  100  days    -       -       -       -  36 

•*       "        80  days,  but  less  than  100    -       -       -  9 

"       **       less  than  80  days 5 

SUMMER  tehm. 

No.  in  Sess.  for  the  whole  term    -       -       -       -  44 

"       "       not  less  than  100  days    -       -       -       -  32 

"       «       80  days  but  less  than  100    -       -       -  6 

"       "       less  than  80  days 3 

In  reference  to  those  sections  usually  having  schools,  and  which 
were  without  school  for  any  part  of  the  year,  I  am  warranted  in 
saying  that  this  wns  occasioned  rather  through  the  culpable  negli- 
gence of  the  trustees  in  delaying  too  long  to  look  for  a  teacher) 
than  in  any  factious  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  people  generally, 
or  the  scarcity  of  teachers,  that  so  many  vacancies  occurred.  For 
^n  the  few  instances  in  which  the  school  was  voted  down,  the 
calamity  was  caused  rather  by  the  apathy  ot  those,  who,  from  the 
numerical  strength  of  their  families,  ought  to  have  felt  a  direct  in- 
terest in  the  maintenance  of  a  school,  and  yet  neglected  to  attend 
the  annual  meetings,  thereby  leaving  the  &te  of  the  school  in  the 
hands  of  the  few,  alwrays  to  be  found  in  every  section,  who,  brought 
up  in  ignorance  themselves,  having  no  young  children  immediately 
dependent  upon  them,  and  fearful  of  having  to  pay  a  dollar  or  two 
of  sectional  tax,  watch  every  opportunity  to  enable  them  to  shut 
the  school  house  door,  and  thereby  condemn  the  rising  generation* 
BO  far  as  may  lie  in  their  power,  to  perpetual  ignorance. 

The  whole  number  of  pupils  registered  for  the  first  term  of  the 
past  year  was  3934,  with  an  average  daily  attendance  of  about 
2244  for  the  time  in  session,  being  a  fhiction  over  57  per  cent 
only,  of  the  whole  number  registered,  while  for  the  summer  term, 
the  number  registered  was  4028,  the  average  attendance  about 
2809  for  the  time  in  session,  being  about  69.7  per  cent,  of  the 
number  registered. 

Now  the  great  discrepancy  betw^een  the  numbers  registered,  and 
the  average  attendance,  leaving  out  of  the  question  the  number  ot 
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those  not  registered  at  all,  and  who  should  have  gone  to  school  but 
did  not,  certainly  betokens  the  need  of  more  stringent  measures 
than  now  obtains,  to  correct  or  cure  the  evil. 

During  the  past  school  year,  the  teachers  employed  in  the  County 
were  as  regards  grade,  sex  and  number  as  follows : — 


TSBM. 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

E. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Winter. 

1 
1 

12 

13 

37 

13 

31 

45 

76 

Summer. 

8 

21 

39 

15 

25 

59 

84 

The  qualifications  of  [these  teachers  vary  considerably.  Some 
are  devoted,  intelligent  and  thorough,  while  many  others  are  want^ 
ing  in  some  one  or  more  of  those  requisites,  which  united,  consti- 
tute the  good  teacher,  the  grade  being  oftentimes  no  certain  indi- 
cation ot  professional  capability.  I  could,  if  it  were  necessary  or 
wise,  adduce  several  instances  of  far  more  superior  teaching  tact 
being  possessed  by  some  teachers  of  the  lower  gmdes,  than  is  pos- 
sessed by  some  of  those  holding  ostensibly  higher  grades.  Yet  we 
have  abundant  reason  to  be  thankful,  that  so  many  are  successful 
and  zealous  in  discharging  the  duties  of  an  ofKce,  at  once  so  onerousy 
and  subject  to  so  many  and  great  discouragements,  not  the  least  of 
which  is  the  unpardonable  ingratitude  of  so  many,  who  ought  to 
have  more  at  heart  the  comfort  and  encouraging  support  of  those 
to  whom  they  have  committed,  for  a  time  at  least,  the  sacred  trust 
of  cultivating  the  minds  of  those,  who  ought  to  be  nearest  and 
dearest  to  their  hearts. 

IVequent  Changes  of  Teachen. — ^The  frequent  change  of  teachers  is  a 
great  discouragement,  and  an  evil  of  no  mean  magnitude,  it  ought  not  to 
be  resorted  to  without  very  sufficient  reason,  for  in  too  many  instances 
the  organization,  management  and  discipline  of  the  school  are  thereby 
sadly  interfered  with,  and  the  progress  in  consec^uence  greatly  retarded. 

Low  Rate  of  Salariea. — Tlie  low  rate  of  salaries  mete<l  out  to  tc'achers,  is 
also  a  very  great  discouragement,  and  has  a  mo^^it  mi^schievous  ofTt^t  upon 
the  efficiency  of  schools;  for  low  wages  never  yet  commanded  the  services 
of  persons  of  the  genuine  stamp  in  any  avocation,  and  increase<l  remune- 
ration is  the  chief  source  whence  we  may  reasonably  look  for  a  permanent 
improvement  in  the  efficiency  of  our  teachers. 
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Want  of  Suitable  Apparatus — is  likewise,  another  evil  of  serious  conse 
quence, — and  militatea  very  much  against  the  proper  efficiency  of  schools 
For  if  t)ie  mechanic  he  not  furnished  with  the  tools  necessary  for  his  work 
that  work  must  either  remain  undone  alto^^^ether,  or  he  performed  in  a 
manner  unsatisfactory  hoth  to  himself  and  his  employer — just  so  it  is  with 
the  teacher. 

i/bu^M.— Since  the  heginning  of  1869,  twenty-flve  (25)  new  school- 
booses  have  heen  huilt  in  this  county ;  some  of  them  excellent,  all  of  them 
commodious,  and  most  of  them  neatly  furnished,  and  possessing  very  fair 
apparatus.  In  1864,  a  good  house,  decently  furnished,  was  an  exception, 
while  now,  just  the  reverse  is  the  case;  in  this  respect,  at  least,  the  march 
of  improvement  has  heen  steadily  onward.  In  Bridgewator,  Chelsea* 
Newcom])ville,  West  Conquerall,  Conquerall  Bank,  Pentz's,  West  Dublin* 
Grouse  Town,  Mahone  Bay,  Herman's  Island,  Bridgewater  East,  Clearland, 
Tan  cock  Island,  Snyder  s  Branch,  West  Northfleld,  Newbem,  Upper  Corn- 
wall, Martin's  River,  Oakland,  Northwest  Range,  Lallave  Ferrry,  Five 
Houses,  Elast  Chester,  and  CI  ester  Basin,  commodious,  and  in  some  in- 
stances handsome  new  houses  have  been  built,  some  of  tliem  handsomely, 
and  most  of  them  very  conveniently  furnished  and  supplied  with  requi- 
site apimratus.  Many  others  have  been  nicely  repaired  and  enlarged.  All 
this  is  very  cheering,  and  evidences  a  very  cejisive  move  in  the  right 
direction. 

Apparatus— JAosX  of  the  schools  in  the  county  now  possess  a  tolerable 
apparatus,  but  several  are  still  deficient  in  the  area  of  Black  Board  sur- 
face, and  the  Trustees  in  many  Sections  seem  to  be  una))le  to  comprehend 
the  benefits  arising  from  a  proper  use  of  the  Black  Board.  In  most  of  the 
houses  lately  built  a  sufficient  area  of  Black  Board  surface  has  been  cared 
for,  and  wrought  in  the  plaster.  All  the  schools  with  but  few  exceptions* 
are  supplied  with  wall  mai>s,  but  very  few  as  yet  are  possessed  of  globes. 
All  are  more  or  less  supplied  with  the  authorized  text  books. 

■ 

VisiiB. — During  the  year  I  have  made  170  visits,  and  examined  162 
schools  and  departments ;  I  have  also  reported  fully  upon  the  state  and 
condition  of  each,  to  the  several  Boards  of  Commissioners  in  the  county. 

.  Furniture, — A  very  material  improvement  lias  in  many  Sections  been 
made  and  is  still  making,  in  the  style  of  furniture,  although  there  is  yet 
plenty  of  room  for  farther  improvement.  However  the  long,  rough,  and 
unseemly  desk,  with  its  accompanying  high  and  uncomfortable  benches, 
are  gradually  giving  way  to  the  Dawson,  and  in  several  instances  to  the 
patent  desk  and  sittings,  or  to  something  closely  resembling  them,  and 
equally  as  convenient. 

RegiHration. — The  registers  in  general,  with  but  few  exceptions,  are 
.  correctly,  carefully,  and  in  a  great  many  instances  very  neatly  kept.    A 
great  improvement  on  former  years. 
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Vocal  Music — ^This  yery  pleasing  and  healthful  exercise  is  very  gene- 
rally practised  in  our  schools,  but  it  is  not  as  far  as  I  know,  scientifically 
tauglit  in  any  but  the  Head  Master's  Department  in  the  County  Academy* 

School  i?<^rw*.— Generally  speaking,  the  "A"  Returns  are  fairly  filled 
up ;  but  with  the  **  B  "  returns,  I  have  always  a  good  deal  of  trouble ;  many 
of  them  are  sent  in  very  incorrectly  filled  up. 

jReadhuf. — I  am  sorry  to  say  that  a  majority  of  the  teachers 
in  the  County,  being  far  from  good  readers  tb  em  pelves,  appear 
to  tliink  that  a  tolerable  attention  to  what  tliey  consider  to 
be  a  correct  pronunciation,  is  all  that  is  requisite  to  constitute  reading* 
winking  out  of  sight  all  the  other  necessary  adjuncts,  therefore  the 
general  progress  in  this  branch  is  not  quite  so  satisf iictor^- as  I  could  wish. 

Writing, — Staples'  copy  books  are  to  be  found  in  most  of  tlie  schools, 
but  the  system  seems  neither  to  be  properly  understood  nor  carried  out  by 
the  generality  of  teachers. 

Arithmetic, — In  slate  arithmetic  the  absence  of  a  ])roi>er  classification, 
and  a  culpable  carelessness  in  attending  strictly  to  the  thorough  master- 
ing of  first  principles,  prevent  in  a  great  nieiisure  a  H.Lti**fLictory  i)rogreM 
in  this  very  material  branch.  In  too  many  scliools  the  t^uichera  seem  to 
think  that  proper  classification  here  is  quite  immaterial,  au<l  they  allow 
their  pupils  to  blunder  on,  each  one  by  himself,  just  as  he  can ;  by  this 
means  the  teacher's  time  and  attention  are  distracted  and  frittered  away, 
and  the  time  alloted  to  arithmetic  is  t])ereby  comparatively  lost,  very  lit- 
tle being  learnt.  This  mistake  I  liave  lieen  by  every  means  in  my  power 
laboring  to  correct,  but  my  endeavors  have  ))een  as  yet  but  partially  suc- 
cessful. Mental  arithmetic  is  more  or  loss  attended  to  in  all  the  schools 
in  the  County,  and  the  proficiency  exhibited  in  this  branch,  in  many  of  the 
schools,  was  highly  creditable. 

Dratping, — But  little  attention  1ms  been  paid  to  tills  branch,  with  the 
exception  of  some  map  drawing  or  rather  copying,  and  this  chiefly  as  a 
recreation. 

Orammar. — In  a  good  many  schools  this  branch  is  well  attended  to  and 
very  successfully  taught ;  but  in  several  others,  too  much  of  the  old  rote 
system  still  prevails.  Many  more  of  the  pupils  in  proportion  might  be 
successfully  taught  the  elements  of  it,  orally^  when  only  learning  to  read. 

Irregularity  of  attendance  is  still  rampant  in  this  County,  and  fearfully 
mars  the  efficiency  of  all  those  schools  where  it  most  obtains.  The  only 
remedy  for  this  evil  I  believe  to  be  a  compulsory  attendance  judiciously 
enforced,  and  this  view  of  the  matter,  I  am  sure,  very  generally  prevails 
among  all  friends  of  the  free  school  system  in  this  County. 

CUusiJication,—VTO^x  classification  in  many  of  the  schools  in  the 
County  is  often  interfered  with,  by  the  irregularity  of  attendance,  and  also 
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by  the  periodical  change  of  pupils.  The  winter  and  summer  schools  are 
often  composed  of  different  sets  of  pupils.  The  winter  school  is  generally 
and  principally  composed  of  the  more  advanced  youth  of  the  section,  and 
to  their  improvement  the  teacher  is  expected,  indeed  comp>elled,  to  devote 
his  more  particular  attention,  consequently  the  younger  portion  of  the  pu- 
pils attending  are,  to  a  certain  extent,  more  or  less  neglected.  After  a  few 
months,  the  larger  pupils  leave,  and  then  their  places  are  supplied  by  the 
younger  portion  of  the  children  in  the  section,  who,  from  the  state  of  the 
weather,  the  roads  or  both,  were  unable  to  attend  in  the  winter ;  and  thus 
almost  an  entirely  new  school  is  the  consequence.  By  means  of  this 
change  the  teacher  is  often  harassed  and  impeded  in  his  work.  Here 
also  I  think  compulsory  attendance,  to  a  certain  extent,  would  tend 
materially  to  lessen  the  e^il. 

Geography.— This  branch  is  professedly  taught  in  all  our  schools,  in 
many  instances  carefully  and  efficiently,  while  in  others,  what  is  attempted 
to  be  taught,  might  be  more  appropriately  named  topography  on  a  very 
•mail  scale. 


The  County  Academy^  of  which  institution  £.  H.  Owen,  Esq.,  is  the 
principal,  is  progressing  very  satisfactorily.  Mr.  Owen  is  a  very  energetic 
faithful  and  successful  instructor,  and  the  academy  under  his  management 
is  a  model  of  good  order,'^di8cipline  and  progress.  He  is  also  ably  assisted 
by  Hr.  Logan,  the  teacher  of  the  preparatory  department,  who  has  both 
hero  and  elsewhere  proved  himself  to  be  a  most  efficient  teacher ;  the  re. 
n^iining  members  of  the  staff  of  teachers  are  also  without  exception  hard- 
working and  efficient  instructors. 

This  institution  la  at  present  graded  in  Jive  departments,  and 
preparations  have  been  made  to  open  a  sixth  department  at  once. 

I  here  also  beg  leave  to  state  that  the  progress  made  by  the 
head  department  of  this  institution,  in  Universal  History,  by  means 
of  Owen's  ''  Chronographical  Chart  and  Hand  Book,"  is  very  gra- 
tifying; and  I  beg  leave  here  to  recommend  the  **  chart"  and 
^hand  book"  accompanying  it,  as  a  highly  important  piece  of 
school  apparatus,  and  richly  deserving  the  attention  of  all  in- 
Btnictors  of  youth. 

In  conclusion  I  may,  I  hope,  be  permitted  to  say  that,  on  the 
^diole,  we  may  safely  congratulate  ourselves  upon  a  continuous 
and  steady  improvement  in  educational  progress  in  this  County* 
and  I  also  sincerely  hope  and  trust  thati  as  the  means  of  a  good 
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plain  English  education,  by  the  wise  and  beneficent  provii«ions  of 
the  present  law,  has  been  placed  within  the  reach  of  aU, — all  may 
cordially  stride  to  profit  by  the  boon. 

Bespectfully  submitted, 

W.  M.  R  LAWSON, 
A.  S.  HuOT, 

Superintendent  of  Education. 


VICTORIA  CX)UNT.T 

A.  HuNBOB,  Inspector. 

Sib, — I  beg  to  lay  before  you  my  annual  report  of  the  state  of 
the  schools  and  education  throughout  the  County  of  Victoria,  for 
the  year  ending  October  31st,  1872. 

The  \i'inter  term  was  so  cold  and  stormy,  the  measles  prevailing 
in  almost  every  section,  consequently  the  attendance  was  irregular. 
I  have  often  heard  complaints  by  parents  that  their  children  made 
little  or  no  progress,  when  those  children  perhaps  attended  school 
for  only  a  few  weeks  in  the  term.  Parents  often  allow  their 
children  to  remain  at  home  on  the  slightest  pretext,  or  no  reason 
whatever,  notwithstanding  that  one  day  lost  is  lost  forever,  and 
then  blame  the  teacher  for  their  little  progress,  whereas  the  fault 
is  their  own. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  teachers  in  this  County  are  young, 
and  have  little  experience  in  the  art  of  teaching,  and  require 
sympathy  and  encouragement  from  both  parents  and  Trustees. 
The  success  or  fisiilure  of  the  school  may  in  a  great  measure  depend 
upon  the  manner  in  which  the  trustees  discharge  their  duties.  If 
they  are  indifferent  to  the  success  of  the  school,  they  will  certainly 
damp  the  ardour  of  the  most  cealous  teachers,  and  by  officious 
interference  they  will,  in  a  great  measure,  paralyze  his  best  efforts. 
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Trustees,  if  anxious  to  see  the  school  in  good  working  order,  Mill 
visit  it  at  least  once  a  month,  but  at  the  same  time  be  careful  to 
abstain  from  unnecessary  interference  with  the  teacher,  for  little 
do  themselves  know  the  chilling  influence  of  a  heedless  word 
spoken  in  the  presence  of  the  scholars,  while  on  the  other  hand  a 
kindly  visit  ^ith  a  desire  to  encourage  both  teacher  and  scholars, 
has  a  cheering  and  beneficial  influence  on  both.  On  the  qualifica- 
tion of  the  teacher  much  will  depend ;  if  he  is  apt  to  teach  and  is 
enthusiastic  in  his  work,  he  vrHl  be  the  life  and  soul  of  his  school, 
and  his  pupils  will  in  a  great  measure  participate  in  his  energy; 

f  indolent  or  lauguid,  the  pupils  will  become  careless  and  inactive; 

the  faithful  teacher  -mU.  be  seldom  seen  sitting  at  his  desk,  but 
almost  always  on  the  floor  in  the  act  of  teaching. 

The  frequent  change  of  teachers  in  this  County  and  throughout 
the  Province  is  a  great  drawback  to  the  advancement  of  education. 
Trustees,  w^hen  they  get  a  faithful  teacher,  should  by  every  means 
within  their  power  endeavor  to  retain  him,  for  his  services  are 
inTaluable,  whereas  the  indiflerent  or  careless  is  worth  almost  less 
tiian  nothing. 

The  remuneration  in  general  is  so  small  that  an  active  and  am- 
bitious young  man  ^ill  only  engage  in  teaching  as  a  stepping  stone 
to  something  better,  though  in  too  many  cases  the  teacher  is  paid 
more  than  equivalent  for  benefits  received. 

The  following  tables  show  the  number,  grade  and  sex  of  the 
teachers  employed  during  the  past  year. 


WINl'EB  TERM. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

A.  1. 

B.6 

C.8 

C.  14 

D.5 

D.  12 

E.4 

33 

17 

SUMMBB  TRAM. 

60 

Male. 

Female 

Total. 

A.1 

B.5 

C.8 

C.  15 

D.6 

• 

D.12 

E.6 

33  20  63 
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One  new  fichool  has  been  built  at  Bockyside  section,  and  is  now 
in  operation.  There  is  still  a  great  want  of  maps  and  other  ap- 
paratus in  manj  schools,  the  supply  of  text  books  is  poor. 

Beading,  though  of  the  first  importance,  does  not  receive  that 
attention  it  demands,  it  is  often  taught  in  a  careless  and  slovenly 
manner ;  in  a  few  schools  there  is  a  decided  improvement. 

G^graphy  is  taught  in  almost  every  school;  in  a  few  well,  in 
others  with  very  little  advantage. 

Grammar  has  a  place  in  every  school,  in  general  fairly  taught 
both  orally  and  fhmi  the  text  book,  in  a  few  with  little  or  no  un- 
derstanding. 

Arithmetic,  both  mental  and  slate,  are  fiiirly  taught. 

Writing  does  not  receive  that  attention  it  ought ;  the  want  of 
materials  ii;i  many  instances  may  be  a  cause,  yet  1  do  think  were 
teachers  to  pay  more  attention  to  this  very  important  branch  much 
more  progress  would  be  made. 

■ 

In  conclusion  we  have  on  the  whole  cause  to  be  thankful  for  the 
evident  progress  made  in  this  County  the  past  year. 


A.  MUNEOB. 


Bev.  a.  S.  Hum?, 

Superintendent  of  Education. 


*    ' 
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ANTIGOXISH  COUNTY. 

A.  McISAAC  —  Inspector. 

SiE, — The  follow-ing  remarks,  together  vrith  the  nbstracts  of 
returns  A  and  B,  already  forwarded,  will,  I  trust,  funii>ha  minute 
and  impartial  account  of  the  educational  eonditiou  of  this  County 
for  the  year  ended  Oct.  Slst,  1872.  The  number  of  teachers 
employed  for  the  year  is  as  follows,  viz. ; 

FiKST  Tebm.  Secoxd  Tr.mr. 

Grade  B 19  Grade  B 18 

"       C 17  "       C 20 

"       D 20  "       D 19 

"      E 7  "       E 16 

On  comparing  the  foregoing  figures  \%ith  the  corresponding 
ones  for  the  preceding  year,  I  find  the  number  of  i^ehuols  in 
operation  in  the  one  to  be  nearly  the  same  as  that  in  the  other. 
In  both  vears  all  the  sections  in  the  Count v — two  or  three 
excepted — ^had  school  for  one  term  at  least.  Many  hnd  excellent 
schools,  and  too  manv,  indiiSerent  ones.  Why  so  many  of  the 
latter  existed,  is  explained  by  the  unchanged  disposi.ion  of  rate- 
payers to  vote  little  or  no  money  at  their  meetings.  AVhen  the 
number  of  teachors  in  a  County  equals  the  number  of  sections  in 
it — ^the  school-houses  being  already  finished  and  equip j)od — further 
educational  progress — that  is,  the  kind  of  progress  wlii.h  is  most 
valuable — can  only  be  promoted  by  increasing  the  number  of 
teachers  possessing  culture.  This  cannot  be  eftectod  without 
money,  and  the  re(i aired  money  cannot  be  raised,  as  the  law 
exists,  until  rate-payers  realize  the  value  of  sound,  practical 
education,  and  their  obligation  to  contribute  adequaWOy  towards 
its  advancement.  In  almost  the  majority  o**  instances 
Trustees  are  enabled  to  employ  only  teachers  holding  a  grade  D 
or  E  license.  Any  person  knowing  the  requiren. 'mIs  of  the 
examination  syllabus,  \nll  easily  see  that  a  eectior  '^^"mitted  to 
the  tuition  of  a  youth  holding  either  of  these  grad  -   ^or  six  or 

seven  years,   cannot   be  receiving  the  intended  bei  •  is  of  our 
2 
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school  system.     A  pupil  of  average  capacifcj  to  learn,  by  atteuding 
a  good  stliool  for  two  or  three  years,  could  obtain  either  of  such 
grades,  and   yet  be  rather  unfit,  in  point  of  education,  for  any 
ordinary   business   of  life.     Hence  the   grave   mistake  a  section 
makes  in  obliging  its  children  to  spend  six  or  se\en  years — the 
period  ordinarily  devotod  to  common-school  training — in  acquiring 
what  might  more  profitably  bo  acquired  in  almost   one-third  of 
that  time,  especLally  as  the  knowledge  received  ill  fits  the  possessor 
for  the  battles  of  life.     IndiiSerent  reading,  little  geography,  a 
BuperficLal,  and,  therefore,  a  useless  knowledge  of  grammar  and 
arithmetic,  with   some   general  definitions  verhatim  out   of  text 
books,  constitute  often  the  qualifications  sufficient   to  obtain  such 
grades.     Meclianical  skill  and  memory,  1  may  say,  do  all.      The 
highest  faculty,  the   intellect,  receives  the  least,  or  no  develope- 
ment,  \\ithout  which,  after  a   pupil  leaves  school,  self-eduiation 
may  be  considered  impossible.     Unless   we  believe  a   person   can 
impart  what  he  himself  does  not  possess,  it  is  evident  that  a  pupil, 
at  the  expiration    of  the  six  or  seven  school-going  years,  will  not 
have  the  thorough  training  which  tht*  law  expects  to  be  within  the 
reach  of  every  child  in  the  Pronnce.     Teachers  of  inferior  attain- 
ments are  not  to  blame  in  one  respect  for  accepting  employment. 
It  pays   them  well  enough,  but  to   the  competent  teacher,  the 
inducement  held  out  is  certainly  meagre.     In  view  of  the  com- 
parative expenditure  of  time  and  money  necessary  to  qualify  one 
youth  for  an  inferior  grade,  and  another  for  a  higher   one,  the 
compensation  received  by  the  former  may  be  adequate,  while  that 
allowed  to  the  latter  is  generally  the  reverse.     As  a  consequence, 
good  and  cultivated  teachers  are  gradually  driven    out   of   the 
profession,  and  their  place  occupied  by  incompetent  ones,  because 
cheap  ones — thus  leaving  the  education  of  the  rising  generation, 
to  a  large  extent,  in  the  hands  of  females  and  young  boys,  who, 
independently  of  any  sectional  assessment,  can    ommand  higher 
wages   than  other  employments  oflfer.     Females   do  very  well  in 
the  primary  departments  of  graded  schools,  because  in  those  the 
pupils  are  generally  children,  and  only  the  elementary  branches 
are  taught.     In  fact  many  of  them  succeed  in  any  school  attended 
exclusively  by  young  children,  and  in  which  only  mere  elementary 
education    is    imparted.     Until    people    are    convinwd    i  f   the 
superior  value  of  the  good  teacher,  and  express  the  conviction  by  a 
liberal    vote    at    their   meetings,  education  cannot    properly   be 
promoted.     If  its  advancement  is  left  dependant  on  the  grou-th  of 
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popular  appreciation,  progress  will  be  slow  indeed.  Unless  our 
Legislature,  which  has  already  done  so  much,  will  enact  some 
mode  to  provide  the  funds  now  at  the  mercy  of  the  sectional  vote 
41   large  share  of  the  present  provision  is  money  thrown  away. 

The  irregular  attendance  of  pupils  is  another  evidence  of  a 
gieneral  indiffereute  of  parents  in  the  matter  of  education.  The 
children  of  some  sections  do  not  attend  one-half  the  time,  and 
those  of  many  sections  do  not  attend  over  three-fourths  of  the 
time.  Parents  of  course  are  to  blame  for  this.  They  never  care  to 
think  that  in  such  cases  one-half  or  three-fourths  of  the  present 
school  grant  is  actually  squandered,  and  that  the  loss  of  education 
to  their  children — the  more  serious  sacrifice — can  never  be 
sepaired.  The  County  yet  enioys  the  services  of  many  excellent 
teachers,  in  spite  of  the  prevailing  apathy  of  the  people.  Without 
ihem  the  difiusion  of  solid  education  becomes  impracticable.  But 
their  number,  instead  of  increasing,  wiR  be  diminishing,  as  long 
as  the  vote  of  illiberal  rate-payers  is  allowed  to  control  their 
salaries.  I  have  little  improvement  in  the  way  of  buildings  to 
leport.  You  must  not  infer  from  my  remarks  that  the  School 
liMv  is  a  failure  in  this  County.  Far  from  it.  It  has  done, 
juid  IS  doing,  much  good,  which  makes  it  a  matter  of  greater 
regret  that  in  so  many  places  its  full  operation  is  partially 
thwarted  for  the  sake  of  a  few  dollars. 

Bespectfully  yours. 

A.   McISAAC. 

Bjtf.  a.  S.  Hunt,  M.  A,, 


DISTEICT  OF  CLARE— DIGBT  COUNTY. 

A.  P.  Landry,  M.  D. —  Inspector. 

Sni, — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  my  first  Annual 
Beport  on  the  state  of  the  public  schools  in  the  District  of  Clare, 
for  the  school  year  closed  on  the  31st  Oct.,  1872. 

As  my  appointment  to  the  office  of  Inspector  for  this  district 
took  place  in  the  third  month  of  the  winter  term,  I  could  do  but 
?ery  Uttle  during  that  period  towards  promoting  the  advanc^ixi^Qn^ 
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of  education.  I,  however,  held  a  few  meetlDgs  in  sections  where 
difficulties  existed  through  a  wrong  interpretation  of  the  School 
Law,  which  I  had  to  explain  in  French.  As  you  are  aM^nre,  the 
population  of  this  district  is  almost  exclusively  French,  and 
generally  speak  only  the  French  language.  In  several  sections  we 
cannot  find  a  single  person  who  is  able  to  read,  and  very  lew  who 
understand  English  well.  Unless,  therefore,  the  law  and  its  regula- 
tions be  explained  to  them  in  French,  they  will  always  remain  more 
or  less  ignorant  of  its  provisions ;  and  instead  of  having  peac^,  and 
efficient  schools  in  their  sections,  they  vnl\  have  but  animosities 
and  half-supported  schools.  Besides  the  meetings  which  I  am  in 
the  way  of  holding,  to  translate  the  law  and  stir  up  throughout 
the  district  an  educational  spirit  in  accordance  with  the  pro\'isions 
and  requirements  of  the  present  school  system,  I  explain  the  law  in 
French  wherever  and  whenever  it  is  practicable.  I  am  happy  to 
state  that  my  labor  is  not  ineffectual,  I  hope  to  be  still  more 
successful  when  I  have  more  thoroughly  tested  the  dispositions 
and  capacity  of  my  pupils. 

Teachers. — ^The  number  of  teachers  and  assistants  employed  in 
the  district  during  the  year,  or  some  part  of  it,  is  arranged  in 
legard  to  sex  and  classification  as  follows : 


WnrxEB  Tebm, 


Sinciin  TzBM. 


Teiohebs. 

A, 

B, 

C. 

D, 

E. 

Totid. 

Male. 
Female. 

1 

2 

1 
4 
3 

1 
6 

1 

"2 
1 

5 

11 

Female  Assistants. 

5 

1 

2 

8 

7 

3 

21 

Tbaoiubbs 

B. 

C. 

D. 

E. 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Ennale  Assistants. 

2 

2 
4 
3 

5 
5 

3 

9 

12 

6 

2 

9 

10 

6 

27 
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The  aggregate  sectional  salary  of  teachers  and  assistants  for  the 
winter  term  is  $1388.25 ;  the  same  for  the  summer  term, 
«1874.57 ;  for  the  year,  S3262.82.  The  CJounty  assessment  fund 
being  for  the  year  SI 548,  the  sectional  tax  towards  the  salary  of 
teachers  during  the  year  stands  at  $1714.82. 

AD  statistics  regarding  the  number  of  pupils  registered,  their 
attendance,  and  other  sectional  items,  will  be  found  in  the  abstract 
of  A.  and  B.  returns,  and  in  the  statistical  tables  belonging  to 
this  district,  in  the  general  report  already  forwarded  to  your 
office. 

The  scarcity  of  male  teachers,  particularly  of  the  first  or  second 
class,  will,  I  am  afraid,  leave  several  schools  vacant  during  the 
next  term.  At  this  moment  I  most  lamentably  have  to  mention 
the  death  of  our  most  experienced,  devoted,  and  persevering  first- 
class  teacher,  Mr.  Fidole  J.  Gaudet,  who  just  departed  this 
life,  to  the  great  regret  of  every  one  in  Comeauville,  Section 
No.  6,  where  he  most  successfully  taught  for  a  period  of  over 
seven  consecutive  years.  This  section,  with  Saulnierville,  No.  7, 
and  Havelock,  Xo.  1 7,  need  first  or  second-class  male  teachers, 
for  want  of  whom  those  sections  will  undoubtedly  remain  without 
teachers  during  the  winter  term.  In  three-fourths  of  the  schools 
in  this  district,  teachers,  to  be  successful  and  give  satisfaction  to 
both  parents  and  pupils,  must  be  able  to  teach  equally  well  the 
English  and  French  languages.  Teachers  so  qualified  are  very 
scarce,  bec^ause  they  receive  no  encouragement.  The  law  makes 
no  provi^ion  by  which  a  good  knowledge  of  the  French  language 
enhances  the  qualifications  or  the  merit  of  any  teacher.  Yet  the 
people  must  leani  their  vernacular  tongue  first,  if  they  ever  wish 
to  learn  another  thoroughly.  French  children  who  attempt  to 
study  English  first,  will  linger  at  it  a  long  time,  and  in  the  end 
know  neither.  We  have  many  examples  of  the  result  of  this 
theory. 

I  know  it  is  a  question  with  many  whether  the  policy  be  a  good 
one,  which  encourages  the  cultivation  of  the  French  tongue  in  a 
country  where  the  great  majority  of  the  people  are  either  of 
British  origin  or  speaking  the  English  language.  But  without 
entering  upon  any  discussion  of  this  policy  here,  there  surely  cam 
be  no  question  that  if  the  French  language  is  to  be  taught  as  a 
remacular  at  all,  the  more  complete  the  means  for  teaching  it,  the 
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better.  And  even  if  it  were  desirable,  as  some  maintain,  that  the 
French  population  should  be  more  generally  instructed  in  the 
language  of  the  majority  than  they  have-  been  to  the  present,  it 
doe^i  not  seem  to  follow  that  to  abolish  or  neglect  the  cultivation 
of  the  French  is  the  l)est  means  of  acquiring  English.  So  that 
viewing  the  subject  in  the  light  of  justice,  or  even  of  expediency, 
it  seems  m)8^  im^3ortant  tliat  French  teachers  should  be  encouraged 
in  the  grade  of  their  license  for  a  good  knowledge  of  their 
language.  Every  French  teacher  teaches  both  French  and 
English,  but  receives  no  remuneration  for  this  extra  labor. 

Studious  mid  SchooUhoiises. — There  are  only  twenty-three  cor- 
porated  school  sections,  forming  twenty-five  departments,  in  the 
district.  Twenty-two  departments  were  in  operation  during  the 
year,  or  some  part  thereof.  The  three  following  sections  luid  no 
school,  viz..  New  Tusket,  No.  IG;  Ohio,  No..  15;  and  South 
Theriault,  No.  22.  New  Tusket  has  a  good  school-house,  and  b 
quite  able  to  support  a  school,  but  through  some  difficulties  among 
the  rate-payers,  there  was  no  provision  made  for  a  school  during 
the  year.  Now  1  am  glad  to  hear  tliat  they  have  come  to  an 
understanding,  and  are  preparing  to  have  their  school  in  operation, 
during  the  coming  year.  South  Theriault  had  its  school-house 
burnt  down  last  year.  This  section  had  for  several  years  past 
been  trying  to  finish  its  school-house ;  but  nearly  half  the  rate- 
payers were  opposed  to  it  through  some  secret  jealousy.  As  tha 
building  was  about  to  be  completed,  it  was  set  on  fire  by  some 
unknown  incendiary,  and  consumed.  Last  fall  I  called  a  meeting 
of  the  rate-pavers,  explained  the  law  to  them,  and  brought  the 
disturbers  to  terms  of  complete  understanding.  They  immediately 
voted  means  and  put  up  a  new  building  on  a  new  site,  which  I 
consider  more  centraL    It  ^^'ill  be  completed  by  next  spring. 

Ohio  is  a  border  section  which  formed,  up  to  1871,  but  one 
section  with  Harlem,  No.  24.  It  never  had  a  decent  school-house ; 
1^6  miserable  hovel  used  as  a  school^room  was  condemned  in  1870. 
At  the  annual  school  meeting  of  1871 ,  an  attempt  was  made  to  vote- 
money  for  building  purposes  ;  but  it  being^  found  out  that  over 
three-fourths  of  the  rateable  property  in  the  section  was  held  by 
men  over  sixty  years  of  age,  the  vote  could  not  pass.  Upon  this^ 
all  those-  who  had  children  to  send  to  school  voluntarilv  subscribed  ft 
sum  large  enough  to  put  up  the  building  and  board  it  in..    The  next 
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difficulty  was  the  sit-e  about  which  1  wTote  to  you  last  spring. 
Here  the  township  line  road  (so  called)  makes  the  di\  ision  between 
the  Digby  and  CLnre  districts.  On  the  Bigby  side  of  this  section 
there  are  only  three  rate-payers,  while  there  are  over  sixtt^eu  on  the 
Glare  side.  A  sit^  was  chosen  by  the  rate-payers  on  the  Digby 
side,  in  a  thick  wood,  which  has  now  been  cut  down  to  eroft  the 
building  on.  I  thought  the  school-house  ought  to  be  situated  on 
the  side  on  whiih  the  rate-payers  resided.  A  site  was  poiuted  out 
on  the  Clare  sid3 ;  but  here  the  price  of  the  land  cleared  and 
improved  is  S2o  higher  than  the  other.  This  trifling  dilierence  in 
the  price  is  the  only  obiection  the  Trustees  and  rate-payers  have 
against  the  location  on  this  side.  At  the  annual  meeting  in  Sep- 
tember last,  it  was  decided  not  to  adopt  the  Superiutondent's 
opinion,  nor  follow  the  Inspector  s  directions,  as  to  the  site  in 
question.  The  building  has  consequently  been  put  up  on  the  Digby 
side.  This  section  is  now  unfairly  going  out  of  the  list  of  the  Clare 
schools,  leaving  on  the  record  only  twenty-two  school-houses  under 
my  insi)ection.  1  think  a  clause  ought  to  be  in  the  law  that  would 
requin>,  in  case  of  border  sections,  the  school-house  to  be  built  in 
the  district  in  whi«h  the  majority  of  the  rate-payers  reside.  Both 
the  Board  of  Scho  1  Commissioners  and  the  Inspe.'tor  seem  to  have 
a  claim  to  this.  The  grcjater  part  of  the  County  fund  allotted  to 
that  wiction  is  from  this  district,  and  it  would  appear  but  right 
that  it  should  aid  to  make  up  the  salary  of  the  Inspector  of  Clare. 

All  the  other  sections  are  provided  \rith  pretty  suitable  school 
houses.  Four  new  ones  have  been  completed  during  the  year.  The 
one  just  fini^^hed  at  Belli veau's  Cove  displays  much  credit  on  the 
inhabitants  for  its  size  and  commodiousness.  Salmon  liiver  has 
also  a  new  building,  planned  for  two  departments,  very  creditable 
to  the  people.  It  is  not  yet  completely  ftimished,  but  when  it  i* 
it  will  stand  in  competition  with  any  one  in  Gare.  Beaver  River 
section  has  separate  buildings  for  the  elementary  and  preparatory 
Departments,  but  these  buildings  are  not  owned  by  the  section, 
Meteghan  has  two  departments  in  one  building.  These  depart- 
ments a<linit  the  male  and  female  pupils  separately  and  are  taugh^ 
by  the  Sisters  of  Charity,  which,  for  quietness,  ordt;r,  discipline  and 
modus  operandi  of  the  whole  school,  can  claim  superiority  over  any 
school  in  the  district.  They  have  been  employed  there  but  a  short 
time  yet,  and  a  laudable  change  has  already  been  brouglit  about  iu 
the  aspect  of  educational  matters  in  that  locality.     The  same  may 
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be  said  of  Pt>rt  Acadia  where  the  school  is  also  taught  by  the  Sisters 
of  ClLiriiy  ;  but  there  the  section  has  only  one  public  department. 

Funn'fun'  ami  Apparatus, — All  the  schools  are,  "witli  two  exceptions, 
provideil  ^villl  ^iuitable  furniture.  The  desks  and  scats  are.  it  is  true,  made 
of  soft  -Nvooci  trcnerally,  but  are  on  the  Dawson  pattern  and  well  secured  to 
the  floor.  Tl.erc  is  not  in  Clare,  one  single  school  with  a  complete  set  of 
apparatus.  Tlie  school  at  Beaver  River  is  the  best  provided.  Clieticamp, 
New  Edinl  iir^:!!,  Corberie,  Harlem  and  IjGS  Concessions  have  only  a  few 
square  f»'el  (»f  black-board.  The  two  hemisi)hen»s  arc  foimd  in  all  the 
other  scb.oi)].*.  with  a  half  torn  map  of  N.  S.  The  map  of  Enfi^Iand  has  been 
provid«^d  in  three  schools  only.  Maps  of  f oreijrn  countries  have  been  in" 
trodm-od  in  iVw  schools.  There  is  not  a  single  map  of  the  Dominion  of 
Canada  I  Tlii^  amount  of  black-board  is  still  rather  liinit«Hl  in  everj"  school 
but  one.  Teachers  are,  however,  getting  better  at^iuaint^-d  with  the  use  of 
tlii8indi.<pci!?«ble  article  of  school  furniture  and  urge  thereof  a  provision 
of  a  greattT  area,  lltmdbells  are  common  and  clocks  arc  scarce.  The  ball 
frame  i^*  getting  slowly  introduced :  it  has  found  its  way  in  only  sLx  schools 
yet.  Diction :>rie8  are  wanted  in  eyery  school  but  two.  An  increase  of 
apparatus  is  now  contemplated  in  every  school,  and  will  be  attended  to 
according  to  the  means  of  the  sections. 

JBool'ii.-'V.u'  English  books  used  throughout  are  those  prescribed  by  the 
Councii  of  Publir  Instruction,  but  a  sufficient  sui>])ly  is  [wanting  in  several 
school-:.  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  say  that  money  was  voted  f»)r  books  and 
apparatii^>  at  the  September  meeting  in  all  those  sections  that  m(\st  needed 
them.  Tlu'  l''rench  books  are  generally  provi<led  from  ('anada  under  my 
directii'.n.  In  few  sections  the  Trustees  do  not  provide  the  m^iessary  books, 
slates,  copy-1  ooks,  ink,  pens,  and  pencils  free  of  charge  to  the  i)upils,  but 
leave  such  provision  with  the  teacher  to  supply  his  i>ui)ils  at  his  own  profit. 
It  is  nee<lh  ;-s  to  say  that  such  proceedings  are  not  in  conformity  with  the 
spirit  of  the  law  and  can  be  permitted  only  under  extraordinary  circum- 
stances. 

InJifniofion.  -The  branch  which  receives  the  greatest  amount  of  time,  if 
Bdt  attention,  is  reading.  In  some  schools  it  has  att  lined  a  high  degree  of 
perfection,  while  in  others  it  is  yet  very  imjwrfect.  Very  few  teachersseem 
to  under.-tau'l  the  right  method  of  teaching  it,  or  do  not  look  at  it  as  a  branch 
of  the  highest  inij>ortance.  S^jelling  is  generally  better  taught  than  reading. 
Dictation  is  piining  ground  in  every  school,  but  there  is  room  for  a  great 
deal  of  im]»r'n'ement  yet.  Arithmetic,  except  in  a  few  schools,  is  but  super- 
ficially tauglit.  The  pupils  may  be  familiar  with  the  ndes  but  most  deficient 
in  the  ability  to  ai>ply  them  to  the  practical  business  questions  of  life.  Ques- 
tions in  thi' 1  ook  are  pretty  exiKjrtly  worked,  but  tho.^e  of  a  jjractical  na- 
ture given  e.\ten:pore,  although  of  the  most  simple  kind,  are  like  puzzle^ 
befon*  tl.e  sjinie  pupils.  Geography  receives  more  att^'ution  than  formerly, 
but  tiH^  want  of  maps  in  many  of  our  schools  is  the  gre.;t  <lrawback  to  a  suc- 
cessful study  uf  the  branch.  Writing  or  penmanship  is  now  fairly  taught  in 
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eyery  school,  puhject  to  the  set  of  copy-hooks  recommended  by 
the  Council  of  FuMic  Instruction.  Drawing  has  been  introduced  in  seyeral 
8chool8,andpartiouhirly  in  two  plaecs,  Meteghan  and  Fort  Acadie,  it  is 
tftught  with  i)orfoct  succi'ss.  Sinking  and  the  elements  of  music  are  faithf  uly 
receiving  a  due  amount  uf  attention  at  the  two  last  mentioned  schools.  The 
same  is  practiced  als:)  in  the  otlicr  schools  when  the  teacher  is  able  to 
attend  to  it. 

Begutration  and  lietunut.—The  Registers  are  generally  pretty  neatly 
and  correctly  kept,  except  the  statistical  tables,  which  are  too  often  neg- 
lected. The  return.'*  are  yt^ry  seldom  found  wholly  correct.  Teachers  and 
Trnateea  seem  not  to  understand  tlie  right  meaning  of  the  questions.  Return 
B  does  not  at  all  receive  tho  atUmtion  it  should  from  the  Trustees.  The  in- 
come and  expenditun^  tables  a]>|>ear  to  be  very  obscure  to  them.  At  my 
next  inspecting  tour  I  intend  to  ^ive  teachers  and  trustees  as  much  instruc- 
tion as  I  can  on  the  preparation  of  their  returns. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Reverend  Sir, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

A.  F.  LANDRT. 
Rev.  A.  S.  Hunt,  A.  M., 

Su];)erintendcut  of  Education. 


KING'S  COUNTY. 

R.  SOMMEBVILLB,    InspCCtOT. 

SiE, — As  the  law  ^^^qui^es,  I  beg  leave  to  present  for  your 
consideration  my  siipploineiitary  report  on  the  condition  of  the 
public  schools  in  King's  County  for  the  year  ended  31st  October, 
1872. 

The  following  tables,  prepared  with  special  reference  to  the 
sidll  of  the  several  teachers  in  school  management,  will  show  you 
at  a  glance-^ 

1st.  The  class  of  license  and  experience  of  each  teacher 
employed ; 

2nd.  The  numlxir  of  pupils  under  his  charge— enrolled  and 
daily  present  on  an  average ; 

3rd.  The  amount  of  salary  paid  for  his  service  out  of  funds 
under  immediate  conl  rol  of  Trustees,  and  the  liberality  of  rate- 
pa3rer8  in  furnishing  books  and  other  necessar}'  aids  in  communi- 
cating instructions :  and 

4tli,  The  number  of  days  his  school  or  department  had  been  in 
operation,  when  visit<;d,  and  an  estimate  formed  as  to  its  state. 
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It  is  evident  from  the  above  tables,  among  other  things,  that 
something  more  than  a  high  grade  of  license  and  years  of 
experience  in  teaching  is  necessary  to  secure  efficient  schools. 
Those  who  have  only  an  inferior  conception  of  what  mental 
training  implies,  will  never  be  successful  in  producing  superior 
results. 

The  irregularity  of  attendance  that  is  complained  of  in  so 
many  localities,  is  owing  not  less  to  a  dry,  uninteresting  and 
perfunctory  mode  of  conducting  exercises,  than  to  parental 
apathy. 

There  are  more  than  300  children  in  the  County,  for  whose 
education  no  provision  has  been  made  for  several  years,  and  the 
number  between  five  and  15  years  of  age,  resident  in  sections 
where  school  pri\'ileges  were  provided  during  the  year,  not  in 
registered  attendance,  exceeds  200.  How  long  shall  this  state  of 
things  continue?  Until  we  have  some  sort  of  compulsory 
enactment.  I  must  not  occupy  space  in  urging  the  necessity  of 
immediate  action  in  the  matter.  It  would  be  to  repeat  what  I 
have  already  said  in  former  reports. 

My  notes  of  inspection,  abstracts  of  returns  A  and  B,  already 
left  in  your  office,  will  supply  detailwd  information  respecting 
school  accommodation.  4&c.,  &c. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

B.  SOMMEEVILLE. 
Set.  a.  S.  Hunt, 

Superintendent  of  Education, 
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PICTOU  COUNTY. 

D.  McDonald,  Inspector. 

Sir, — In  accordance  with  law  and  usage  I  respectfiilly  submit 
the  following  somewhat  detailed  report  of  educational  matters  in 
this  County  for  the  year  just  closed. 

One  new  section,  called  Mount  William,  No.  70,  South  District, 
has  been  established.  It  comprises  a  small  and  isolated  settlement 
between  the  East  and  Middle  Rivers.  Trustees  have  been  ap- 
pointed, a  site  procured,  and  the  election  of  a  house  commenced, 
with  the  expectation  that  school  will  be  opened  next  spring.  Two 
other  sections  are  still  without  a  house,  viz..  No.  QQ,  Big  Woods, 
South  District,  and  No.  19,  Black  lUver,  North  District.  The 
former  having  remained  dispirited  and  inactive  for  some  years,  have 
put  "their  shoulders  to  the  wheel"  and  are  making  a  ^igorous 
effort  to  erect  a  house.  They  hope  to  open  school  ne:it  season. 
They  have  placed  in  my  hands  a  petition  to  the  Council  of  Public 
Instruction  (which  I  forward  herewith)  for  assistance  in  their  un- 
dertaking. I  would  cordially  recommend  that  their  prayer  be 
granted.  They  are  needy  and  deserving  of  aid ;  any  amount,  how- 
ever small,  would  be  a  great  assistance  to  them,  a\id  would  be 
money  well  bestowed.  The  latter  section  has  not  taken  any  steps 
towards  organization ;  the  paucity  of  members  and  their  inability  to 
Bapport  a  school  even  if  they  had  a  house,  precluded  action.  The 
arrangements  made  by  the  Board  of  Commissioners  to  unite  a  por. 
tion  of  Black  Brook  section  to  the  Black  River  were,  upon  recon- 
sideration, rescinded,  and  the  boundaries  restored  to  their  original 
standing.  It  was  stipulated  that  a  new  house  be  built  in  a  more 
central  locality,  and  that  the  poor  section  aid  be  withlield  at  the 
close  of  the  present  school  year. 

Two  organized  sections  in  the  North  and  three  in  the  South 
District  were  without  school  during  the  entire  year.  In  section 
No.  2,  Carriboo  River,  the  rate  payers  declined  to  vote  a  supple- 
ment, and  hence  a  school  could  not  be  maintained.  In  No.  20 
West  Branch  River  John,  the  old  house  was  utterlv  unfit  for  um 
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and  the  new  mus  not  prepared.  Aided  by  the  large-hearted 
liberality  of  John  Logan,  Esq.,  whose  extensive  tanning  establish- 
ment is  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  a  commodious  and  superior 
building  has  been  erected  and  furnished,  and  school  will  be  opened 
therein  next  term. 

Section  Xo.  33,  Big  Gut,  have  had  the  frame  of  a  house  boarded 
and  the  roof  shuigled  for  up^^'ards  of  three  years.  The  old  is  ut- 
terly unfit  for  use.  Some  plead  poverty,  and  others  affirm  that 
there  is  no  necessity  for  a  school  there  at  all.  Indifference  I  be- 
lieve to  be  the  true  cause  of  their  educational  death. 

In  No.  60,  3rarfih,  head  of  Barney's  River,  no  supplement  was 
?oted.  In  No.  08,  Black  Brook  and  Kepoch,  the  weight  of  supporting 
the  school  and  boarding  the  teacher  fell  upon  one  person ;  and  as  he 
was  engaged  in  building  a  dwelling-house,  he  could  not  manage  both 
it  and  the  school.  The  Kepoch  portion  of  the  section  are  |very  il- 
literate, and  so  insensible  to  the  wants  of  education  that  they  did 
not  send  their  children  when  the  school  was  in  operation.  Com- 
pulsion is  appropriate  in  their  case. 

There  were  137  day  and  3  evening  schools  in  operation  during 
the  winter,  and  142  day  schools  during  the  summer  term.  In  the 
&rmer  term  there  were  143  teachers,  and  in  the  latter  145  teachers 
and  two  assistants. 

In  the  \iinter  term  there  were  140  schools,  viz.,  65  in  the  North 
and  75  in  the  South  District;  and  in  the  summer  term  there  were 
65  in  the  North  and  77  in  the  South,  being  an  increase  of  5  day 
schools. 

Of  the  140  in  operation  during  the  winter,  37  were  in  session 
the  full  term ;  35  ^^ithin  5  days  of  the  full  term ;  115  for  100  days 
and  upwards  but  less  than  5  days  of  full  term ;  20  for  less  than  100 
days,  and  9  for  less  than  80  days. 

Of  the  142  in  operation  in  the  summer  term,  66  were  in  session 
the  full  term,  33  within  5  days,  115  for  100  days,  and  upv^^ards, 
25  for  less  than  100,  and  12  less  than  80  days.  Of  these  in  ses- 
sion within  5  days  of  the  full  term,  12  lost  one  day  only.  Thru 
were  in  session  more  than  the  prescribed  number  of  days  in  the 
term.  The  teachers  of  two  of  them  informed  me  that  they  had 
taught  the  extra  days  at  the  request  of  the  trustees,  to  enable  them 
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to  draw  a  larger  amount  from  the  County  fund.  They  wore  not 
aware  that  the  excess  would  be  deducted  from  the  total  days'  at- 
tendance. Of  the  sections  having  schools  in  session  but  part  of  the 
term,  the  majority  did  not  obtain  a  supplement  sutHcient  for  the 
support  of  the  school  for  the  full  term. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  there  are  a  few  sections  (happily  but  few) 
where  the  majority  are  professedly  opposed  to  the  principle  of  as- 
sessment. In  cases  where  the  schools  were  "  voted  down,"  or,  an 
insufKcient  amount  voted,  it  was  owing  more  to  the  apathy  and 
non-attendance  of  those  having  a  direct  interest  in  a  school,  than 
to  the  hostility  of  those  who  had  not.  Instances  have  come  under 
my  notice  where,  parties  having  no  children  to  educate  attended 
the  meeting,  but  finding  those  having  children  so  indiAerent  as  not 
to  attend,  voted  a  mere  nominal  sum.  As  a  rule,  if  the  people 
would  attend  generally,  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  a 
liberal  sum. 

This  inadequate  support  has  a  most  baneful  efR^ct  upon  the 
schools.  Trustees  are  necessitated  to  engage  cheap  t<?a(!hers,  and, 
as  in  everything  else,  the  cheap  article  is  not  of  much  value  ;  the 
people  become  dissatisfied,  and  being  unable  or  unwilling  to  see  the 
true  cause,  Adam  like,  cast  the  blame  upon  others. 


Xo.  of  teaching  days  in  sesaion,  Winter.    .    . 

*'        Summer.    . 


t( 


M 


Decrease.    . 


JTorth. 

South. 

6837 

8132.5 

785(J.5 

137 

i>76 

Total, 


14909,5 
14556,5 

■    ■  ■        »  ■  ■ 
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No.  Pupils 
Registered. 

Average  No.  daily 
present  full  term. 

No.  daily  i)re8ont  for 
each  lOi)  registered. 

WiNTBB  TeBM, 

North. 
South. 

3175 
3405 

1433 
1605 

45 
47 

Tbtals. 

6580 

3038 

4(> 

Summer  Term. 
North. 
South. 

3064 

3643 

• 

1439 
1785 

47 
49 

6707 

3224 

48 

Increase. 

127 

186 

2 
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Total  dayi  attendance  made  by  all  the  Pupils. 
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North. 

South. 

Total. 

Winter 

Summer.  ...... 

171974 
159788.5 

192002 
198177 

304576 
a')7906.5 

Yearly  total.             .... 

331772.5 

390779 

7'22541,6 

The  imuAually  tempestuous  weather  of  the  past  \iiDter  reduced 
the  attendanr^  greatly.  Many  of  the  schools  were  practically 
closed  for  days  in  succession ;  of  many  in  session,  the  attendance 
was  merely  nominal.  This,  together  with  the  shortening  of  the 
summer  term,  renders  comparison  "^ith  the  previous  years  of 
little  importance  as  a  test  of  advancement  or  of  retrogression. 

There  have  not  been  so  many  different  teachers  employed  as  iu 
former  years,  but  the  habit  of  removing  from  one  section  to 
another  still  continues  to  a  prejudicial  extent.  In  the  winter  67 
continued  in  the  same  section,  and  80  removed  to  others ;  in 
summer  88  remained  in  the  same  sections.  There  were  only  28 
different  teachers  employed,  including  23  (12  in  winter  and  11  in 
rammer,)  that  had  taught  for  their  first  term. 


TeACHEHS — "WiNTEE   TSBM. 


A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

E. 

Totals. 

North  District, 

Males. 
South     "        " 

1 
1 

17 
14 

8 
14 

7 
4 

33 
33 

Total.     .     . 

2 

31 

22 

11 

66 

North — Females. 
South, 

1 

12 
25 

16 
13 

6 
3 

33 
42 

Total.     .     . 
Unlicensed. 

2 

32 

37 

29 

8 

75 
1 

Totals.     .     . 

2 

32 

69 

40 

8 

142* 

*  The  three  teachers  of  evening  schools  being  the  same  as  of  the  day 
schools  are  not  included  in  this  oumber. 
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Teachers — Summer  Term. 


A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

E. 

Totals. 

North — Males.     . 
South 

Male  Assistant. 

1 
1 

16 

13 

1 

6 
12 

5 
6 

28 
32 

1 

Total.     . . 

2 

30 

18 

11 

61 

North — Females. 
South 

Female  Assistant. 

Unlicensed.     . 

2 

14 
22 

18 

19 

1 

0 
4 

38 

47 
1 
1 

Grand  Total.      . 

2 

2 
32 

36 
54 

38 

49 

10 
10 

87 
148 

The  following  is  a  synopsis  of  the  period  of  eerrico : 


Total  nun 


<( 


<( 


u 


ber  who  taught  1  year  and  under 22 

over  1  year,  but  under  3  years 61 

over  3  years,  but  under  5  years 38 

5  years  and  upwards,  but  under  10  years 10 

10  years  and  upwards,  but  under  15  years 6 

15  years  and  upwards,  but  under  20  years 2 

20  years  and  upwards 1 


The  lonp^est  periods  of  service  in  the  same  sections  are  those  of  Miss 
Annie  McKenzie,  Albion  Mines,  13  years ;  Mr.  McDonald,  New  Glasgow 
High  School,  9  years ;  Mr.  Biyne,  Pictou  Academy,  6  years ;  Mr.  Hynds, 
Albion  Mines  Highest  Department,  5  years  and  9  months.  Twenty-two 
teachers  have  been  2  years  and  upwards  in  the  same  section,  and  95  have 
been  1  year  and  under. 

Whilst  this  instability  continues,  efficiency  will  be  retarded. 
In  regard  to  the  cause  of  this,  I  can  but  reiterate  that  assigned 
in  former  years,  viz.,  insufficient  remuneration,  8ei!tions  that  give 
a  fidr  remuneration,  and  evince  even  a  moderate  appreciation  of 
services  and  interest  in  the  school,  have  no  difficulty  in  securing 
and  retaining  the  services  of  competent  teachers. 


As  nothing  can  bo  gained  by  concealment,  the  true  state  of 
matters  must  bo  brought  to  light,  even  though  unfavorable. 
During  the  past  year  there  has  been  a  decrease  in  the  number  of 
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liigher  grades    of  teachers    employed,    as    compared    Tdth  the 
preceding  [year,  and  a  consequent  increase  of  the  lower  grades* 

In  1871,  Grade  A  5      B  86    C  59 
In  1872,        •*        2         29         6 


Decrease,  A3         B7        C3 

This  was  ^wt  attributable  to  the  scarcity  of  teachers :  the  supply 
was  in  excess  of  the  demand.  Some  young  men,  and  first-class 
females  remained  idle,  and  many  removed  to  other  counties* 
Many  who  could  not  afford  to  remain  idle  had  to  content  them- 
eelves  with  low  salaries^  The  superabundance  of  cheap  teachers 
filled  up  the  schools*  The  result  is  now  manifesting  itself.  The 
demand  for  male  teachers  and  first-class  female  teachers  cannot 
now  be  supplied,  and  I  fear  some  schools  \^ill  remaia  closed  for 
the  next  term  in  consequence. 

Every  year  renders  it  more  evident,  that  some  inducement 
greater  than  any  yet  afforded  must  be  given  as  an  encouragement 
to  continue  longer  in  the  sennce*  The  present  incentives  will 
never  secure  a  staff  of  professional  teachers.  Men  must  be  induced 
into  the  service.  We  cannot  depend  upon  females,  however 
competent,  as  marriage  almost  invariably  removes  them  from  the 
service.  The  intrigues  of  Cupid  have,  during  the  past  year, 
deprived  the  profession  of  Jive  of  our  most  efficient  female 
teachers. 

Increased  remuneration  must  be  provided,  and  the  number  of 
female  teachers  reduced  by  dispensing  with  the  grade  E.  Let  the 
country  and  the  Government  look  at  the  matter  fairly,  and  adopt 
measures  necessary  to  secure  the  object  desired.  For  every  year 
of  service  exceeding  five,  increase  the  amount  payable  from  the 
provincial  funds:  and  give  a  proportionate  increase  for  con- 
tinuance in  the  same  section*  School  sections  should  look  forward 
to  provide  a  manse  for  the  teacher*s  use,  as  an  inducement  to 
continued  service. 

A  glance  at  the  salaries  paid  should  convince  all  that  teaching 
affords  no  inducement  (in  this  County  at  least)  for  young  men  to 
choose  it  as  their  profession ;  nor  yet  is  the  amount  at  all  com- 
mensurate with  the  expense  and  toil  of  preparation  for  the 
profession. 
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During  the  past  summer  term  only  25  teachers  received  $100 
and  upwards  from  the  trustees ;  56  received  SGO  and  under.  The 
average  salary  was  $31.37  per  school.  The  average  for  A  and  B 
teachers,  including  the  County  Academy,  was  $130  per  term 
equivalent  to  $380  per  annum  from  both  sources,  i.  «.,  exclusive  of 
the  special  grant  to  the  Academy.  With  such  a  prospect  before 
him,  he  must  be  either  an  enthusiast  or  a  drone  that  will  enter 
upon  such  a  profession^ 

Efficiency  of  W'^rk^  8^, — Considering  the'class  of  teacbers  employed,  all, 
with  a  few  exceptions,  manifested  earnestness  and  fidelity,  and  secured  a 
fair  measure  of  success.    A  large  proportion  were  remarkably  successful^ 

The  County  Academy  continues  to  grow  in  efficiency  and  popularity^ 
The  **•  division  of  labor^  secured  by  uniting  the  next  department  to  the  Aca- 
demy proper,  has  been  attended  with  happy  result*.  We  now  have  a  classical 
and  a  mathematical  department,  with  the  branches  cognate  to  each.  The 
interchange  was  felt  somewhat  inconvenient  at  first,  but  experience  ad- 
justed details,  smoothed  the  jarring  points,  and  secured  harmonious, 
working.  The  institution  was  well  attended;  there  were  120  pupils  during 
winter,  and  115  in  summer  term.  French,  German  and  Spanish  are  taught 
n  addition  to  Latin  and  Greek. 

Upwards  of  S300  worth  of  apparatus  have  been  added  during  the  year^ 

The  New  Glasgow  High  School  has  fully  maintained  its  high  character. 
There  were  75  pupils  in  attendance  during  the  winter,  and  05  during  the 
summer  term.  The  teacher  is  over-burdened  with  the  multiplicity  of 
branches.  The  only  noticeable  difference  is  that  the  pupils  are  of  a  younger 
class  than  in  former  years.  It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  the  young  people  of 
New  Glasgow  and  vicinity  consider  their  education  finished  at  such  an  early 
age.  They  are,  undesignedly,  injuring  both  themselves  and  the  institution 
by  such  a  course. 

These  institutions  are  now  the  principal  **  feeders**  of  Dalhousie  College. 

The  high  departments  of  the  graded  schools  at  River  John,  Albion  Mines 
Stellarton  and  Westville  have  all  declined,  and  have  found  it  necessary  to 
lower  their  standard  of  admission.  This  is  owing  to  the  smaller  number 
requiring  a  higher  education,  and  to  the  great  increase  in  the  lower  de- 
partments.  Tills  is  particularly  the  case  in  the  c  jal-minin^  districts. 

For  full  particulars  of  branches  tawfht,  reference  must  be  made 
to  the  statistical  tables.  I  may  remark  here,  however,  that  during 
the  summer  term  there  were  90  pupils  studying  French,  5  Grerman, 
38  Greek,  and  114  Latin;  86  Practical  Mathematics,  100  English 
Literature,  and  453  Chemistry. 

In  a  poor  section  on  Garriboo  Island  taught  by  Miss  Maftha 
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Fraser,  I  found  two  young  ladies  studnngFrench  and  one  German. 
I  felt  that  whilst  it  is  well  to  encourage  a  liberal  education,  care 
should  be  taken  that  the  more  useful  and  practical  be  not  sacrificed 
for  the  imaginary,  or  what  is  at  best  a  mere  accomplishment.  There 
is  some  point  in  the  old  couplet— 

"  Let  all  foreif^n  toDgu«B  alone 

Till  you  can  speak  and  read  your  own." 

Houses^  ifc. — There  have  been  only  two  new  houses  opened  during 
the  year,  viz.,  in  No.  4,  Cape  John,  in  the  North,  and  in  No.  16, 
Elmsvale,  South  Fictou.  Both  are  finished  and  furnished  with  the 
Dawson  desks.  One  new  house  has  been  built,  viz.,  in  No.  20, 
already  mentioned.  Eiver  John  Tillage,  Green  Hill  (Upper)  and 
Usher  Grant,  have  made  extensive  repairs  and  improvements. 
There  are  seven  new  houses  in  course  of  erection.  Two  of  them 
have  been  long  on  this  list,  and  should  not  be  allowed  to  remain 
so  much  longer.  1'here  are  9  houses  in  bad  condition,  but  in  six 
of  the  sections  provision  has  been  made  for  building  at  an  early 
day. 

I  found  all  our  school  rooms,  except  one,  clean,  and  as  tidy  as 
drcamstances  would  permit.  Many  of  our  teachers  of  both  sexes 
evinced  much  ta<t  and  skiU  in  arranging  and  decorating  the 
apartments.  They  thereby  create  and  cultivate  habits  of  taste 
and  chastity,  which  must  exercise  a  favorable  influence  in  maturer 
years.  Externals  have  much  to  do  with  internals ;  the  condition  of 
the  school-room  and  premises  with  the  school  and  with  the  habits 
of  the  children.  I  cannot  report  any  improvement  in  the  matter 
of  outhouses,  except  the  erection  of  a  few  fuel-houses. 

j^liparatiu^  ^, — In  this  particular  some  improyement  has  taken  plaee, 
though  small.  The  Mack-board  surface  has  been  enlarged  from  an 
aTerage  of  47  to  60.5  feet  per  school ;  7  ball-frames  have  been  added^ 
(Much  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  procuring  these.  Trustees 
assail  me  tliat  they  had  repeatedly  sent  to  the  Schooi-book  Agent  in 
Halifax,  but  failed  to  obtain  them.)  28  maps,  2  globes,  1  dock,  15  hand- 
bells, and  3  gazetteers  have  been  supplied.  Every  school  has  now  some 
black-board  surface,  and  at  least  one  map.  Most  of  the  schools  were 
tolerably  well  supplied  with  books  and  the  ordinary  requisites.  Nearly 
all  nmo  procure  their  supplies  at  the  country  stores. 

Vmtaiiont  8^, — So  far  as  an^terest  in  the  schools  is  indicated  by 
visitation,  there  was  a  very  commendable  improvement.    There  war  382 
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more  visits  by  Trustees,  and  229  by  other  visitors  than  in  the  preceding 
year.  The  visits  of  clergymen,  legislators,  and  Commissioners  had 
declined. 

The  number  of  schools  closing  without  a  half-yearly  examination  was 
somewhat  less  than  formerly.  In  5  an  examination  was  called,  but  no 
person  attended,  and  there  were  9  at  which  nobody  except  one  Trustee 
attended.  Tliis  is  not  creditable.  Trustees  and  parents  should  attend  the 
terminal  examination,  at  least.  The  aggregate  attendance  at  the  exami- 
nations was  1077,  viz.,  477  in  the  south,  and  600  in  the  north  dintrict.  I 
found  that  but  few  teachers  included  the  visitors  present  at  the  Inspectors' 
examination.  Had  these  been  included,  the  number  of  visits  would 
greatly  exceed  that  given. 

School  ReturM. — Tlie  A  returns  were  forwarded  this  last  term  with 
creditable  promptitude,  but  the  negligence  of  a  few  sections  in  forwarding 
their  B  returns  gave  trouble  and  occasioned  delay.  Very  few  teachers 
committed  the  same  errors  as  they  did  last  year.  When  the  same  were 
repeated,  it  was  by  teachers  who  seldom,  if  ever,  read  the  local  news- 
papers, or  Educational  reports.  The  most  common  error  was,  in  reporting 
a  greater  number  of  days  taught,  than  there  were  teaching  days  between 
the  date  of  opening  and  that  of .  closing  school.  Tliis  arose  from  taking 
part  of  holidays  at  beginning  or  end  of  the  term,  and  part  at  mid-summer, 
and  neglecting  to  make  a  marginal  explanation.  The  B  returns  are  far 
from  satisfactory.  Much  of  the  data  is  mere  conjecture.  Trustees  do  not 
keep  copies  of  these  returns,  nor  proper  records  to  which  they  can  refer ; 
hence  the  same  difficulties  beset  them  yearly.  The  anomalies  are  both 
amusing  and  annoying,  and  it  is  absolutely  impossible  to  harmonize  the 
data. 

School  Comtnisnonera, — It  is  a  matter  of  serious  doubt  whether  wc 
should  expect  gentlemen  to  be  such  philanthropists,  as  to  give  attention  to 
the  duties  required  gratuitously.  The  propriety  of  appointing,  say  Ave 
gentlemen  in  each  school  district,  three  to  form  a  quorum,  and  paying  them 
83  per  day  for  every  day  actually  employed  either  in  attending  the  ordinary 
meetings,  or  performing  duties  in  school  sections,  such  as  settling  sites  for 
echool  houses,  &c.,  should  receive  the  serious  attention  of  legislators. 

Personal  Labor$. — In  consequence  of  severe  injuries  received  last  season, 
there  were  four  schools  unvisited.  All  were  visited  in  the  summer  term, 
except  that  on  Pictou  Island,  which  was  abruptly  and  unexpectedly 
closed  before  the  end  of  the  term.  I  have  made  279  inspection  visits,  and 
travelled  2010  miles — 960  in  winter,  and  1080  in  summer— in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  my  duties. 

I  have  pursued  my  usual  mode  of  inspection,  I  invariably  no- 
tify trustees  and  teachers  of  the  day  and  hour  of  visitation,  and 
endeavor  to  be  punctual  in  attendmg  at   the  time.     I  spend  2J^ 
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hours  in  each  school.  We  allow  thf>  teacher  to  condiu  t,  th«^  ex- 
ermes  in  his  usual  manner  for  some  time,  and  afterwards  subjex-t 
the  pupils  to  a  somewhat  rigid  examination,  selecting  lessons,  jire* 
scribing  exercises  and  putting  questions  myself, 

I  was  happy  to  find  that  nearly  all  our  schools  are  daily  opened 
and  closed  by  prayer,  and  that  a  portion  of  Scripture  is  n»ad  every 
morning.  The  cliarge  of  "Godless  schools"  is  a  libel  upon  tl.e 
svstom  so  far  as  this  County  is  concerned. 

With  a  view  to  the  dis.^emiuation  of  Ivuowledge,  indu<  ing  a 
deeper  interest,  and  stimulating  to  industry  and  f!d;lity  both 
Trustees,  people  and  tea(  hers,  I  published  a  short  report  of  cnery 
Bchool,  weekly,  in  the  order  of  visitation.  The  propnety  of  thif? 
action  is  questionable,  but  that  good  has  resulted  from  it  is  unr 
questionable.  If  we  expect  to  accomplish  good,  we  must  both 
dare  and  cfo,  regardless  of  odium  or  obliquy. 

Sdicol  Lata.— In  rognrd  to  the  changes  made,  I  And  a  diversity  of 
opinion  re8i)ecting  tl^o  withdrawal  of  the  f^rant  for  books.  AU  tlic  other 
changes  arc  ver>'  pronerally  if  not  universally  approved.  All  sf^ctions  are 
desirous  that  all  the  property  lying  in  a  section  should  be  made  liahlc  to 
local  taxation  for  tiie  pupi^o.t  of  the  school  in  that  section ;  and  that  all 
property  should  be  made  liable  to  assessment  for  building  purposcsy 
ine8i>ective  to  the  age  of  the  owners. 

The  feeling  m  favor  of  compulsory  attendance  is  still  growing.  When 
we  see  that  tJie  average  attendance  at  school  for  the  full  term  docs  not 
amount  to  half  the  numlier  of  pupils  regist  -red,  that  consequently  lialf 
the  money  expc»nded  is  paid  for  nothing,  or,  in  other  words,  the  pooi)le  are 
not  taking  half  tlie  hpuefit  they  might  from  the  amount  thoy  expend, — 
we  should  feel  the  nc crsnity  of  adopting  some  remedial  measures.  ThouQ:h 
the  matter  has  been  much  talked  of,  I  have  not  seen  anythinfjf  tan^ble 
•abmitted  for  consideration.  I  would  lay  the  following  ideas  liefore  the 
people,  leaving  it  to  legislators  to  mould  them  into  practical  form. 

Let  Trustees   procure  a  list  of  the  number  and  names   of  all 

children  of  school  ago  in  their  respective  sections,  together  with  the 

names  of  their  paronts  or  guardians,  and  deposit  a  copy  with  the 

teacher  at  the  beginning  of  the  school  year — let  public  notice  be 

given  of  the  date  of  opening  school.     At  the  end  of  thn^e  months 

kt  the  Trustees  ascertain  from  the  school  register  what  children 
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have  not  attended,  and  notify  their  parents  or  guardians.  If  at  the 
end  of  the  term  or  year,  as  the  case  may  be,  it  is  found  that  any 
family  has  not  made  an  aggregate  attendance  equal  to  that  of  all 
the  children  for  half  the  term,  a  line  of  50  cents  per  pupil  for  the 
first  term,  and  $1  for  the  second  be  imposed  upon  the  parents,  to 
be  collected  in  the  same  manner  as  the  local  assessment,  and  ap- 
propriated to  the  general  interests  of  the  school ;  provided  always 
that  the  trustees  shall  accept  a  reasonable  cause  of  absence,  such  as 
sickness.  Should  poverty  be  assigned  as  the  cause  of  non-attend-  . 
ance,  the  Trustees  shall  investigate  the  case,  and  if  it  is  found  valid, 
shall  report  to  the  Overseers  of  Poor  for  the  section  in  which  the 
parties  reside,  and  the  said  Overseers  shall  be  empowered  to  grant 
such  assistam^e  as  will  enable  the  said  children  to  attend  school.  I 
am  persuaded  that  something  of  this  nature  would  have  a  favorable 
influence,  and  would  not  interfere  unjustly  A^-ith  the  rights  of  any. 

The  very  idea  of  a  careful  surveillance  on  the  part  of  the  Trus- 
tees, and  a  sense  of  accountability  on  the  part  of  parents,  would 
induce  a  deeper  interest  in,  and  a  closer  attention  to  the  work  of 
Common  School  Education.  If  illiteracy  or  indifference  prevent 
parents  from  giving  their  offspring  the  blessings  of  Education,  the 
exigencies  of  society,  and  its  claims  upon  these  children,  should 
compel  them  to  perform  this  duty. 

Notwithstanding  all  the  hindrances  and  discouragements,  the 
groat  work  is  gradually  advancing.  Let  us  all  place  our  trust  in 
the  God  of  right,  and  address  ourselves  to  duty  with  increased 
energy  and  fidelity. 

Be9{)ectfully  submitted, 

DANIEL  McDONAIiD. 

Eet.  a.  S.  Huht,  a.  M., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 
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G,  J.  Farish,  Inspector. 

Sir, — ^There  has  been  dunng  this  year,  as  in  every  preceding  one, 
lome  onward  progress  in  the  schools  of  this  County  ;  bat  that  pro- 
gress has  been  small.  In  many  respects  there  is  very  little  altera- 
tion to  be  found  in  our  educational  affairs ;  therefore  the  eighth 
annual  report  must  neceisarily  be  very  brief. 

The  sections  are  nearly  all  supplied  with  school  houses  of  a  fair 
quality,  several  of  svperior  quality  ;  most  of  the  sections  support  a 
school  during  part  of  the  year,  many  during  the  whole  year ; — the 
teachers  do  their  work  much  after  the  accustomed  manner,  some 
poorly,  some  admirably : — some  rate  payers  are  penurious  and  vote 
very  little  money,  just  enough  to  enable  the  school  to  exist  without 
advancing,  and  provide  nothing  for  the  building  and  apparatus, 
while  others  are  lil)eral  and  give  the  Trustees  all  they  ask  for,  and 
something  more  as  a  margin  :  well  knowing  that  they  cannot  work 
profitably  for  the  section  if  cramped  in  their  finances. 

We  have  among  us  every  variety  of  schools,  some  of  the  best  in 
the  Province*  and  probably  some  of  the  worst : — teachers  who  stand 
at  the  head  of  their  profession,  and  teachers,  or  pretended  teachers, 
who  are  a  positive  injury  to  the  good  cause,  who  crowd  into  the 
ranks  and  are  employed  by  the  Trustees  simply  because  they  work 
for  80  small  a  salary.  The  root  of  this  great  evil  lies  in  the  fact 
that  the  rate  payers  are  in  too  many  cases  reluctant  to  vote  money, 
and  the  Trustees  are  consequently  compelled  to  look  about  for 
teachers  who  will  engage  for  a  mere  pittance.  Thus  the  capable 
teachers  are  discouraged,  they  turn  their  attention  to  some  employ- 
ment more  remunerative,  and  are  lost  to  the  profession. 

With  regard  to  these  inferior  teachers,  one  frequently  finds  that 
&j  are  in  the  habit  of  allowing  their  pupils  to  do  their  work  with- 
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out  any  instruction,  each  child  in  his  own  way.  There  is  a  total 
absence  of  all  teaching,  properly  so  called.  The  consequence  is  that 
old  evil  habits  are  confirmed,  and  new  ones  equally  bad  are  tbrmed  ; 
and  the  pupil  does  not  receive  the  tniiuing  to  which  he  is  entitled, 
the  teacher  being  at  the  time  probably  engaged  with  some  other 
class,  or  looking  on  with  indift'erence. 

The  following  Table  will  show  some  of  the  particulars  of  this 
year's  progress  :  and  the  extent  will  be  seen  by  comparing  the  past 
year  with  the  preceding  one. 


Schools  in  operation — Summer .... 

"  **  Winter  .... 

Teachers  and  Assistants — Summer. 

"  "  Winter- 

Pupils  attending  school — Summer. . 
"  "  •*  Winter . . 

Total  days  attendance — Summer.  . . 
"       "  "  Winter. .' . . 

Black  Board  surface — square  feet.. . . 
Value  of  books  and  apparatus ....  $ 

Voted  for  building  houses S 

Assessed  for  all  school  purposes  . .  S 
Expended  for  all  school  purposes . .  S 


1 

65 

i)S 

05 

73 

74 

74 

71 

78 

3412 

3576 

3678 

3972 

234315 

235098 

234517 

263189 

14018 

14885 

1989 

2259 

1048 

1730 

14976 

15429 

23300 

24190 

Increase. 


3 

8 

0 

7 

164 

294 

783 

28672 

867 

270 

682 

453 

890 


One  of  the  greatest  difficulties  I  find  is  to  induce  the  people  to 
keep  the  bouses  in  proper  rejiair  and  to  furnish  the  schools  with 
books.  When  new  houses  are  built  and  old  ones  renovated,  all 
is  well  for  a  few  years,  but  the  eftbrt  seems  to  be  spasmodic  ;  in 
many  cases  the  buildings  are  suffered  to  get  out  of  order,  no  funds 
being  voted  to  keep  them  up,  while  the  books  are  worn  out  and 
bat  few  new  ones  supplied. 


Since  my  last  report  one  school  house  has  boon  burned,  three 
built,  and  four  in  course  of  erection.  There  are  only  three  sections 
oat  of  the  67  unprovided  with  a  building  of  some  kind,  either  par- 
tially or  completely  finished.    These  sections  will  probably  remain 
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for  some  tiiuo  yet,  d':^prived  of  tliat  requisite  to  every  settlement, 
an  efficient  school  house. 

My  inspection  during  the  year  has  been  thorough  ;  no  school  was 
passed  that  coidd  possibly  bt>  visited,  and  several  more  than  once  in 
a  term.  The  heavy  snow-dri lit s  of  last  winter  ])r».^vented  me  in 
three  instances  from  reaching  the  settlements  belbre  the  closing  of 
the  schools.  The  time  d;votedto  each  school,  including  visit  and 
travel,  was,  upon  an  average,  upwards  of  5  hours. 

In  former  reports  I  have  gone  so  fully  into  several  important 
subjects  that  it  seams  useless  t-o  do  more  than  reler  to  them  here. 
1  allude  to  irregular  attendance,  compulsory  law,  indifference  of 
parent-s  and  trust-ees,  defects  in  ret  urns,  support  of  t^mchers,  regis- 
tration, sectional  assessment,  school  meetings,  amendments  of  the 
school  ai't,  and  several  others :  upon  all  of  which  1  have  given  my 
opinion  freely. 

1  trust  that  my  strictures  in  the  present  report  upon  rate  payer^» 
trustees  and  tc<ichers,  will  be  talven  in  good  part.  That  such  evik 
do  exist  is  patent,  they  cannot  be  ignored;  and  I  believe  the  best 
way  to  remedy  the  evils  is  to  bring  them  before  the  public.  I  am 
happy  to  say  that  excellencies  also  abound,  as  I  have  already  stated, 
and  they  are  worthy  of  all  the  praise  that  I  can  possibly  bestow 
upon  them. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  FAKJSH. 
To  the  Kev.  a.  S.  Hunt,  A.  M., 

Superintendent  of  Edumtion,  Halifax. 
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HANTS  COUNTY. 

R.  R.  Philps,  Inspector. 

Sir, — I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  submit  for  your  consideratioii 
my  first  annual  report  on  the  condition  of  the  public  sehools  in 
llants  Countv,  for  the  year  ended  Oct  lilst,  hs72. 

^ 

It  aflbrds  mo  much  pleasure  to  report  favorably  of  nearly  all  the 
schools  inspected  by  me  during  the  year,  and  though  it  was  very 
apparent  that  in  several  there  was  room  for  improvement,  it  is 
gratifying  to  state  that  there  was  not  a  school  in  which  the  pro- 
gress was  below^  middling. 

The  number  of  departments  in  session  during  some  part  of  the 
year  was        ---------      150 

No.  in  operation  during  the  Winter  Tenn        -        -        -  76 

"         "  "       Summer  Term  -         -         -         -       95 

No.  of  pupils  registered  at  school  Winter  Term        -        -    3756 

"  "  "  Slimmer     "         -        -        4580 

Grand  total  days  made  by  all  the  pupils  Winter  Term      209,138 

"     Summer       "     -  2()5,31(> 


((  t<  <( 


There  have  been  employed  during  the  year  a  large  number  ol 
experienced  and  successful  teachers, — teachers  who  are  evidently 
in  love  with  their  work,  and  who  possess  a  very  hap])y  method  of 
imparting  instruction  to  pupils  placed  under  their  training. 

The  teachers  employed,  in  respect  to  grade  and  sex,  are  as 
follows : 

A.     B.     G.     D.     E.     Males.  Females.  Total. 

Winter 0      20     :^2    21      3        33  43  76 

Summer 2      21     36    30     7         34  82  96 

No.  of  licensed  assistants — One  Female  in  each  term. 
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Sections, — There  are  now  in  the  County  94  school  sections. 
Three  new  ones  have  been  formed  during  the  year ;  one  in  East 
Hants,  to  be  known  as  Glencoe  No.  53 ;  and  two  in  West  Hants, 
to  be  known  as  Cr}''8tal  Wave  No.  43,  and  Union  No.  44.  The 
first  and  third  of  these  had  their  first  schools  during  the  summer 
term,  but  held  in  rented  houses.  Glencoe  is  endeavoring  to 
build  a  school-house  for  occupation  next  spring. 

School-houses, — The  school-houses  in  Wentworth,  Welsford, 
and  Summernlle,  reported  by  my  esteemed  predecessor  as  com- 
pleted, were  opened  for  school  d  uring  the  present  year.  These  build- 
ing:* reflect  much  credit  upon  the  sections  in  which  they  are  situated 
and  may  be  taken  as  a  fair  intimation  that  the  people  of  Hants  are 
becoming  keenly  alive  to  the  \^ork  of  perfecting  their  own  schools. 
A  very  fine  house  \vas  built  during  the  present  season  at  Cheverie. 
Siverside  also  reports  a  house  nearly  completed  suitable  to  the 
wants  of  the  section.  Urbania  and  East  Gore  rei)ort  their  houses 
finished;  other  sections  are  making  arrangements  to  build,  some 
to  repair. 

Furniture. — Properly  constructed  seats  and  desks  for  the  school- 
room are  absolutely  necessary  for  the  comfort  and  convenience  of 
the  children.  While  it  is  gratifying  to  say  that  most  of  the  schools 
in  the  County  are  provided  with  comfortable  seats  and  desks,  still 
we  have  too  many  of  the  old-fashioned  long  benches  without  backs, 
and  high  desk;i ;  especially  is  this  the  case  in  the  poor  sections. 
The  objection  to  such  seats  and  desks  is  very  great,  as  they 
not  only  interfere  with  the  general  progress  and  government 
of  the  school,  but  cause  uneasiness,  and  evident  discomfort 
among  the  children,  as  it  is  evidently  impossible  for  any  person  to 
occupy  these  seats  long  without  being  forced  into  very  ungraceful 
attitudes,  and  when  children  are  confined  to  such  for  several 
hours  a  day,  for  months  and  years  in  succession,  their  backs  must 
be  weakened,  and  the  general  health  impaired.  The  irregularity 
of  attendance  is  loudly  complained  of,  not  without  reason,  and 
Tarious  suggestions  are  offered  as  remedies  to  the  evil.  Would  it 
not  be  well  to  try  the  effect  of  making  the  school-room  more 
attractive.  Why  should  not  parents  take  as  mu(!h  interest  in 
providing  comforts  for  the  school  as  for  their  homes  ? 
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I  was  mUi^h  pleased  on  my  last  visit  to  the  High  School 
Department  in  Ilant sport,  to  see  on  the  teacher's  desk  two  hand- 
some vases  filled  with  choice  flowers*  and  to  notice  in  the  room 
a  very  fine-toned  melodeon  ;  no  one  could  enter  that  room  with- 
out j>erc(4ving  at  once  the  influence.  We  do  not  plead  for  ex- 
travagance ;  we  only  plead  for  comfort  and  good  taste  ;  for  if  we 
would  have  pupils  quiet,  well-behaved,  and  regular  in  their  atten- 
dani'o,  and  with  the  least  necessity  for  })uiiishment,  leh  suitable 
furniture  and  arrangements  for  comfort  be  liberally  provided  for  in 
the  school-room. 

App'irutufi, — Tools  to  work  with  are  as  ne.'essary  for  the  teacher 
as  the  t'5am,  the  plow,  and  the  cultivator  are  to  the  farm-.^r,  or  as 
the  chronomeler,  the  compass  and  the  chart  are  to  ths  mariner. 
Of  the  97  different  departments  visited  by  me  during  the  year  I  am 
pleased  to  say  that  I  found  only  two  that  were  wholly  d  ?stituto  of 
apparatus :  yet  there  were  many  that  were  very  poorly  supplied. 
First  class  si'hools   should   be   supplied   with  a  gazetteer  and  an 
English    dictionary;  none   should  be  without  mapi,  globes,  black- 
boards, and  a  good  supply  of  prescribed   text  books,  for  a  teacher 
is  able  to  inslruct  a  large  class  more  efficimtly  and  in  less  time 
by  having  such  aid^  than  he  could  a  single  pupil  without  them.    If 
th  m  eight  or  ton  times  more  work  can  be  accomplished  during  the 
school  term  by  having  a  good  apparatus,the  question  is  not,  can  the 
section   aftbrd   these   helps,    but   can   it    afford    to   do   without 
them.      What    would  be  thought  of  the   mechanic  who   would 
hire  men  to  labour  and  expect  them  to    work   well  and  expe- 
ditiously, but  refuse  to  give  them,  as  it  was  his  duty  to  do,  tools  to 
work  with.     A  few  dollars  judiciously  expended  each  year  in  pro- 
viding suitable  apparatus  for  the  school  room  would  tend  to  make 
it  so  inviting,  that  it  might  be  somewhat  difficult  to  ^x^rsuade  the 
children  to  remain  away  from  their  school. 

■ 

Brandies  Tatujlit. —  While  in  all  the  schools  there  \i\  a  com- 
mendable familiarity  with  grammar,  geography  and  arithmetic, 
there  is  in  some  a  consurable  negligence  in  reading  and  sjielling. 
In  our  efforts  to  educate  the  children  who  are  to  be  our  i^ture 
citizens,  all  dilligence  should  be  exercised  to  make  them,  if  possible, 
intelligent  readers.  Drawing  is  very  generally  neglected,  which  is 
to  bo  rogpetted  when  we  think  of  its  advantages  even  to  the  young- 
est pupils,  as  it  affords  an  interesting  and  pleasurable  occupation 
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fop  the  pupils  when  listloss  from  over  work.  The  accuracy  required 
in  the  application  of  its  priuciplea,  gives  exactuoi^s  to  the  eye  and 
skill  to  the  hand,  exercises  the  reason  and  inspires  the  mind  \\ith 
the  love  of  the  beautiful :  \ve  certainly  would  like  every  child  to 
have  a  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  drawing.  While  the 
firiends  of  education  can  truly  congratulate  themselves  over  the  vic- 
tories they  ha^e  already  won,  they  must  not  however  forget  that 
tiie  forces  of  ignorance  and  idleness  have  indefinite  power  of  multi- 
plying themselves,  and  therefore  the  warfare  against  them  must 
be  ceaseless,  \\-atchful,  and  detennined. 

llespectfully  submitted, 

K  R.  PIllLP. 

Kit.  a.  8.  Hunt,  A.  M., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 


GIJTSBOROUGH    COUNTY. 
Wm.    IIartshorne,    Insi)cctor. 

SiB, — 1  beg  respectfully  to  submit  for  your  consideration  the 
following  report  of  the  public  schools  in  this  County,  for  the 
school  year  ended  October  31st,  1872. 

Holding  the  office  of  Inspector  for  this  County  only  since  the 
middle  of  August  last,  my  knowledge  of  the  educational  affairs  of 
this  County  is  very  limited,  and  therefore  have  but  little  to  submit 
for  your  consideration.  The  statistics  of  the  winter  term  already 
sent  you,  are  deiived  chiefly  from  official  papers  rectuved  from  my 
predecessor. 
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There  are  85  school  sections  in  this  Countv,  viz.,  55  in  the 
district  of  Guysboro\  and  30  in  the  district  of  St.  Mary's.  There 
were  in  operation  during  the  wint-er  term  in  the  district  of 
Guysboro\  33  schools  in  27  sections,  8  of  which  were  graded,  viz., 
4  in  section  No.  1,  Guysboro',  2  in  section  No.  20,  Cape  Canso, 
and  2 in  section  No.  37  A,  Port  Mulgrave,  with  1038  registered 
pupils.  In  the  district  of  St.  Mary's  there  were  in  operation 
the  winter  term,  sixteeen  schools  in  fourteen  sections,  four  of 
which  were  graded,  viz.,  2  in  section  No.  1,  Sherbrooke,  and  2  in 
section  No.  25,  Goldenville,  with  825  registered  pupils.  During 
the  summer  term  there  were  in  operation  in  the  district  of 
Guysboro',  38  schools  in  32  sections,  with  1700  registered  pupils, 
6  of  wliich  were  graded,  viz.,  4  in  section  No.  1,  Guysboro',  and 
2  in  section  No.  37  A,  Port  Mulgrave.  Three  were  in  operation 
during  this  term  at  Cape  Canso,  section  No.  20,  but  not  graded, 
one  ha\ing  been  kept  on  Canso  Island  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  people  who  resort  there  with  their  families  during  the  fishing 
season,  and  the  other  in  Canso  Village.  In  the  district  of  St, 
Mary's  there  were  in  operation  during  the  summer  term,  22 
schools  in  20  sections,  with  1030  registered  pupiLj,  4  of  which 
were  graded,  viz.,  2  in  No.  1  section,  Sherbrooke,  and  2  in  section 
No.  25,  Goldenville, — making  a  total  of  registered  pupils  at 
school  during  the  winter  of  24(53,  and  the  summer  term  of  2S38 ; 
showing  an  increase  of  the  number  of  schools  in  operation  during 
the  summer  term  of  11,  and  375  registered  pupils. 

Houses. — Of  the  55  sections  in  the  district  of  Guysboro',  twelve  are  yet 
unprovided  with  school-houses.  Two  of  them,  however,  are  in  course  of 
erection,  viz.,  No.  3i  (colored  people),  Tracadio  ;  and  No.  29  O  (colored 
peoi)lo),  Manchester ;  this  last  section  having  been  separat^^d  from  No.  20, 
Medford,  at  the  meeting  of  the  School  Board  in  November  last ;  and  I 
hope  that  during  the  winter  term,  if  a  teacher  can  be  obtained,  there  will 
be  school  in  this  section.  Of  the  30  sections  in  the  district  of  St.  Mary's, 
six  are  yet  unprovided  with  school-houses.  One  of  these,  I  believe, 
intends  building  the  present  year.  A  neat  building  has  been  erected 
the  past  j-ear  in  section  No.  24,  St  Mary's  River,  but  is  not  yet  tinished  in 
the  interior.  School  was  held  in  it  during  the  summer  term  for  the  furst 
time. 

Books  and  Apparatus. — ^Tlie  books  prescribed  by  the  Council  of  Public 
Instruction  are  generally  in  use.  The  supply,  however,  in  many  of  our 
schools  is  very  limited.  In  some  few  sections  the  teachers  compbiined 
that  many  of  the  pupils  were  without  the  necessary  books,  and  that  it 
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impossible  to  advance  them.  Many  of  oiir  schools  are  Ter>'  deficient 
of  the  necessary  apparatus,  some  liaving  only  a  few  feet  of  blackboard 
surface  and  a  map  of  Nova  Scotia,  wliile  some  few  others  had  no  map  of 
any  description.  I  brouglit  tliese  deficiencies  to  tlie  notice  of  the  Trustees 
whenever  I  mt^t  them,  and  tliey  have  promised  to  supply  the  schools, 
provided  the  rate-payers  would  sui)ply  the  means  at  the  annual  meetings, 
in  some  sections  it  being  almost  impossible  to  obtain  a  vote  for  this 
puipose. 

Academy. — This  department  the  past  year  has  been  under  the  charge  of 
Mr.  Ross,  and  has  been  working  tolerably  well.  The  principal  branches 
itudied  have  been  Greek,  I^tin,  British  History,  General  Geograi)hy, 
Arithmetic,  English  Grammar  and  Analysis ;  but  I  regret  that  there  has 
been  no  class  in  practical  mathemathics,  a  branch  of  study  I  think  most 
essential  in  tlie  education  of  our  young  men.  In  all  probablity  this 
department  will  be  closed  during  the  winter  term.  The  Trustees,  after 
using  eveiy  exertion  have  failed  to  obtain  a  teacher  of  grade  A. 

The  preimratorj'  and  elementary  departments  in  connection  with  the 
Academy  have  been  in  constant  openition  and  are  working  well.  The 
Thistees  make  ample  provision  for  fuel,  accommodation  and  cleanliness, 
and  the  dejMirtments  are  pretty  well  supplied  with  books,  &c. 

Beffittera.  —In  many  of  our  schools  they  are  very  neatly  and  correctly, 
kept ;  whib;  in  others  I  must  say  they  are  kept  very  slovenly,  and  do  the 
teachers  no  credit. 

The  progress  of  many  of  our  schools  is  much  imi)eded  by  the  constant 
change  of  teachers,  some  sections  having  a  new  teacher  every  term.  I 
think  this  fault  in  most  cases  lies  with  the  Trustees,  who,  when  they  get 
efficient  teachers,  will  not  encourage  them  to  remain  by  incre^ising  their 
salaries,  which  ia  this  county  are  generally  very  low,  and  on  that  account 
they  remove  to  other  sections. 

There  are  some  sections  in  this  County  iu  which  the  parents  are  so 
perfectly  indifferent  to  the  education  of  their  children,  that  I  believe 
nothing  short  of  legal  compulsion  will  induce  them  to  send  their  children 
to  school.  This  subject  has  been  discussed  in  many  sections  by  the  rate- 
payers and  teachers,  and  those  who  desire  to  see  the  children  of  each 
section  participate  in  the  advantages  of  education,  liave  expressed  them- 
selves in  favor  of  compulsory  attendance. 

Since  my  appointment  to  the  office  of  Inspector  I  have  visited 
every  school  in  the  County,  with  the  excepiion  of  two,  viz.,  the  pre- 
paratory school  in  Scition  Xo.  1,  Sherbrooke,  which  was  not  in 
operation  wlien  1  visited  the  Section,  the  teacher,  Mr.  Kussell, 
ha?ing  IcfV  in  August,,  the  school  ^\'as  closed  the  remainder  of  the 
term,  and  Section  No.  27,  Holland's  Harbor.J 


60  EDUCATION  —  inspectors'   REPORTS. 

I  conrliision  I  must  say  that  in  my  tour  oi*insj)ootioii  throughout 

the  County,  1  havo  mot  with  kindness  from  trustees,  teachers  and 

others,  and  I  beg  leave  now  to  take  this  ojjportunily  of  lendering 

mv  sincere  thanks. 

1  remain.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant 

WILLIAM  IIAHTSIIOKNE. 

IIev.  a.  S.  Hunt, 

iSuperintondont  of  Education,  Halifax. 


ANNAPOLIS   COUNTY. 
L.  S.  M.ORSK,  Inspector. 


Sir, — As  required  by  law,  I  hereby  respectfully  submit  my 
second  annual  i-eport  of  the  stato  of  the  public  schools  in  the 
County  of  Annapolis,  for  the  year  ended  Oct.  IJlst,  iJ^' 


i2. 


In  order  to  facilitato  a  more  readv  reference  to  the  various 
topics  hjrein  alhilij  to,  each  subject  will  be  briefly  treated  under 
an  appropriate  heading. 

Sections—An  was  fttatcd  in  my  last  report,  this  County  has  been  divided 
into  nincfy-nine  sections,  of  wliich  number  J'ftysi.v  are  in  the  district  of 
Annapolis  East,  and /o'Vj/-Mr<?c  in  the  district  of  Annajjolis  West.  Of 
these  sections,  three  in  Annapolis  East,  and  one  in  Anuai>olis  West,  have 
never  yet  availed  themselves  of  the  benefits  of  tlio  jiresent  law.  Thiiiy-%ix 
have  been  entitled  to  receive  aid  as  ^^ poor  sections^  Diirinj^  some  portions 
of  the  year,  schools  liave  been  in  operation  in  every  section  except  */.r,  show" 
ingan  increase  of  schools  in  one  section  over  the  number  n'jM)rted  for  I871' 
As  far  jis  I  have  been  al>le  to  ascertain,  a  unanimity  of  ft'cling  in  carrying 
out  the  main  essentials  of  the  law  very  generally  obtains.  The  infringe- 
ments of  the  law  which  have  come  to  my  notice,  are  in  most  casi^s  trivial 
and  unimi>ortant.  Those,  however,  which  are  wprthy  of  mention,  will  Ihj 
noted  hereinafter,  when  treating  of  the  subjects  to  which  they  refer. 
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jSWooWoiw^^.—I  am  x>l<?i^?e(l  to  be  able  to  report  a  gradual  improve- 
ment in  the  matter  of  sr/ioo!  ncco'nmodation.  In  many  of  the  sections  the 
lehool-houses  are  in  good  condition,  commodious  and  well  veutilated) 
and  reflect  credit  uj^jn  the  encr^'  and  zeal  of  the  rate-payers;  while  in 
butyetr  are  they  insufliciont  in  re^^ard  to  accommodtttion,  or  much  below 
the  requirements  of  the  hiw.  In  the  district  of  Annapolis  We&t,  Clements- 
port  section  No.  21  doos  not  fill  the  requirements  of  Section  57  of  the 
School  Manual.  The  Trustees  report  o/ie /mnr/rfrfr/7?fl?MfWff!/i  children  in 
the  section.letwf »;  n  the  ages  of  5  and  15  while  the  accommodation  provided 
consists  of  one  pchool-room,  large  and  air}-,  with  one  medium  sized  class- 
room adjoining  it.  During  the  year  the  Trustees  of  the  section  have 
employed  but  one  teacher,  with  no  assiatmit.  In  a  few  other  sections  the 
tccommodation  su])plied  docs  not  quite  square  with  the  requirements  of 
the  law,  l)ut  the  deficiency  in  this  respect  is  trifling,  in  comparisim  with 
that  above  mentioned.  Maitland,  Lake  May,  and  Leonard  sections  have 
WPCted  or  completed  new  schv)ol-houses  during  the  year.  In  Torbrook 
East,  Greenlund,  and  Fundy  sections,  new  houses  which  have  1  eL>n  erected 
are  being  fini>hed  as  rapi^ll}'  as  the  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the  Trustees 
will  warrant.  In  oyie  or  two  sections  the  school-houses  have  undergone 
extensive  repairs.  "Wherever  new  houses  have  bwn  erected,  or  ohl  ones 
repaired,  due  regard  has  heon  paid  to  the  subject  i»f  ventilation.  Four  or 
JSve  sections  have  used  rented  premises  for  school  purposes. 

Furniture. — My  report  on  this  subject  is  the  same  as  that  contained  in 
my  last  annual  report.  Improvements  in  this  particular  are,  however, 
being  made. 

^/ipflrro^u».~  From  the  statistics  at  hand,  very  little,  if  any,  improve- 
ment in  the  quantity  or  quality  of  apparatus  belonging  to  the  various 
schools  can  be  reported.  An  abstract  of  the  vaiious  returns  shows  an 
average  of  55.7  s(|uare  feet  of  black-board  surface  p(  r  school.  In  several 
of  the  school-rooms,  however,  the  blacklioards  are  of  an  inferior  quitlity, 
•nd  in  some  cases  are  placed  at  such  an  elevation  from  the  floor  as  to  be 
rendered  almost  useless.  The  number  of  wall  maps  reported  gives  an 
tTerage  of  t/iree  for  each  school.  The  insufficiency  of  apparatus  in  many 
Kh^ols  is  much  to  be  regretted.  Teachers  cannot  do  justice  to  themselves 
or  their  pupild>  unless  a  more  plentiful  supply  is  provided. 

Teac/iers.—  The  grade  and  sex  of  the  teachers  employed  in  the  County 
during  the  year  is  as  follows : 

A.      B.      C.      D,     £.         Males.    Females.    Total. 

WinterTerm 1      29      41      16      4  50  35  91 

Bummer  Term 1     23      41      23    12  38  02  100 

Three  assistants  were  also  employed  during  each  term. 
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A  glance  at  the  foregoing  table  will  show  that  female  teachers 
largely  preponderate  in  the  summer  terra,  and  male  teachers  in 
the  winter  term.  From  the  statistics  compiled,  it  appears  that 
during  the  winter  term  twentii-four  teachers  only  were  engaged  in 
the  same  section  as  during  the  previous  term ;  while  during  the 
summer  term  forUj-foar  teachers  were  so  employed.  These  tacts 
disclose  a  too-frequent  change  of  teachers  in  many  sections* 
Trustees  are  too  frequently  compelled,  by  the  small  amounts 
placed  at  their  disposal,  to  meet  the  wishes  of  rate-payers  by 
procuring  the  services  of  a  first-class  teacher  for  the  winter,  and 
then,  at\er  having  absorbed  most  of  the  funds,  are  obliged  to  close 
the  school,  or  obtain  a  teacher  holding  a  low  grade  of  license. 
The  fact  that  teachers  as  a  class  are  compelled  to  change  their 
spheres  of  labor  so  often,  is  having  a  depressing  influence  on  the 
cause  of  education  in  the  County.  Many  of  the  more  experienced 
teachers  have  left  the  profession,  being  compelled  to  do  so  partly 
from  the  cause  above  mentioned,  and  partly  on  account  of  the 
small  pittances  for  which  too  many  sections  expect  them  to  labor. 
The  B  returns  furnish  overwhelming  evidence  of  the  truthfulness 
of  this  statement.  Statistics  compiled  from  those  returns  disclose 
the  fact  that,  after  having  added  the  Provincial  grant  for  both 
terms,  $20,686.26  only  were  paid  to  teachers  during  the  year, 
giving  an  average  per  teacher  employed  of  scarcely  S219. 


The  majority  of  the  teachers  have  been  found  to  be  diligent 
and  efficient.  In  many  cases  a  marked  improvement  in  their 
method  of  imparting  instruction  and  in  the  discipline  of  the  school 
has  been  observed.  The  progress  of  the  pupils  has  generally  been 
as  satisfactory  as  could  reasonably  be  expected.  Want  of 
sufficient  apparatus^  and  irre<fuliirity  in  the  attendance  of  pupils^ 
have  been  the  main  obstacles  with  which  they  have  had  to 
contend.  Owing  to  a  scarcity  of  teachers  whose  services  could  be 
obtained,  I  have  been  obliged,  especially  during  the  summer  term, 
to  recommend  several  persons  for  "  permissive  licenses.''  These 
teachers  have  invariably  boon  found  sustaining  their  licenses  in  a 
highly  creditable  manner. 


Attendance.  — No  improrement  in  this  particular  can  bo  reported. 
During  the  winter  term  eighty-two  schools,  embracing  ninety  departments, 
were  in  session  in  the  Coun^.     At  these  schools  the  number  of  enrolled 
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pupils  was  3818,  of  which  number  2160.7  only  were  daily  present  on  an 
arerage  for  the  time  in  session,  being  but  50.7  per  cent,  of  the  number 
registered.  During  the  summer  term  the  number  of  schools  in  session 
was  ninety-one^  embracing  ninety-eight  departments.  There  were  4045 
pupils  registered,  of  which  number  2318  only  were  daily  present  at  school 
on  an  arerage  for  time  in  session,  being  57.7  per  cent  of  the  number 
enrolled.  The  number  of  different  pupils  re]>orted  at  school  during  some 
portions  of  the  year  was  4708,  being  1  in  3.8  of  the  present  ix)pulHtion  of 
the  County.  During  the  winter  term  005,  and  during  the  summer  term 
666  children  between  ftve  and  fifteen  years  of  age  are  rejwrted  not  at 
school  in  those  sections  having  schools.  Observation  and  information 
obtaine<l  froui  various  sources  disclose  the  fact  that  a  very  large 
percentage  of  children  tlius  neglecting  to  avail  themselves  of  the  means  of 
education  is  connected  with  the  lower  order  of  seciety — that  class  which^ 
above  all  others,  the  present  system  of  free  schools  was  intended  to 
benefit.  To  remedy  this  defect  in  our  present  school  system,  the  I^iCgis- 
lature  should  confer  uxx>n  the  people  another  boon,  by  comi)eUing  the 
attendance  at  school,  during  some  portion  of  the  year,  of  all  children 
between  five  and  fifteen  years  of  age. 


Visitation, — During  the  year  a  large  amount  of  time  was  spent  in 
visiting  the  schools  officially.  This  service  during  the  winter  term  was 
particularly  laborious,  owing  to  the  bad  condition  of  the  roads.  The  time 
devoted  by  Trustees  to  visitation  in  the  various  schools  under  their  charge 
was  very  limited.  In  several  instances  the  returns  from  different  sections, 
have  disclosed  the  fact  that  neither  Trustee  nor  Secretary'  has  visited 
those  schools  during  the  term  to  which  those  returns  had  reference.  Too 
little  attention  is  paid  to  this  matter  by  all  parties  interested  in  the 
education  of  the  youth.  More  beneficial  results  would  accrue  if  more 
frequent  visits  were  made  to  the  school-room  by  parents  and  trustees. 


School  Book*  and  Studies. — The  i)rescribed  school-books  are  uniformly 
in  use.  In  many  schools  the  supply  is  limited,  on  which  account  the 
classification  and  progress  of  the  pupils  arc  seriously  impeded.  In  many 
sections  there  is  a  slight  infringement  of  the  law,  in  regard  to  the  owner- 
ship of  Ijooks.  The  returns  give  the  information  that  in  txcenty-fbur 
sections  only  are  the  books  kept  b,^  puhUc  property,  in  one  partly  ?iA  public 
pr^ipertyy  while  in  sixty-seven  they  are  all  sold  to  the  pupils  or  obttiinod  by 
them  from  whatever  source  they  can  be  procured.  During  the  course  of 
the  summer  term,  on  my  visit  to  the  various  schools,  inqniries  were  made 
of  a  large  majority  of  the  teachers  in  reference  to  the  ownership  of  the 
books,  which  inquiries  resulted  in  the  information  being  given  that  in 
nine  sections  only  were  the  books  kept  as  public  property,  while  in  most 
instances  they  were  wholly  owned  by  the  pupils.  The  complaint  was 
universal  that  when  the  books  were  kept  as  section  property,  they 
were  much  more  liable  to  destruction  than  those  owned  by  the  pupils. 
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In  most  {Schools  r»-^a(lin;?,  spflling.  writino:,  {]jeoj^ai>liy,  arithmetic  and 
pprammar,  ar3  the  princip;il  stiidio"*  which  piv^icjfo  tlio  attention  of 
teachers  and  scliol.irs.  Very  little  attention  ia  pxi'l  t  j  music  or  drawing. 
In  a  few  schools  the  readin'if  exercises  were  pirticularly  excellent.  In 
many  others  t")0  little  impirtance  is  attiched  to  i)unctuation,  inllection, 
and  emphasis.  A  fi»w  t:.'achers  h;ivo  trainf:»d  their  pupils  in  mental 
arithmetic  to  an  extent  truly  surprising. 


i2tf/arw«.— With  very  few  exceptions,  the  A  returns  have  heen  found 
BatLsfact(.)ry.  The  same,  however,  cannot  he  siiid  of  the  B  returns.  The 
income  and  expenditure  tables  containk»d  in  those  return.^  have  in  many 
instances  been  found  to  contain  errors.  The  figures  obtjiin(»d  as  the  result 
of  making  an  ahstriict  of  those  tables  cm  only  be  considered  as  an 
approximation  to  the  truth. 


Counti/ Aoademt/.--Vf^'it\\  TOf^cird  to  Um  institution,  my  report  must  be 
nearly  the  same  as  that  given  last  year.  The  various  branches  of  study 
have  been  efficiently  taught  by  Mr.  Iloss.  The  pupils  in  attendance  have 
been  few  in  number,  and  mostly  residents  of  the  section  in  which  the 
Aciidemy  is  situated.  Very  few  non-residents  avail  themselves  of  ita 
advantages.  Such  will  be  the  case,  so  Ijnjf  as  th)SB  re  quiring  instruction 
in  the  higher  br.mches  can  obtain  at  the  same  co.^t  the  advantages  of 
institutions  more  liberally  supplied  with  apparatus,  and  having  large 
Etaffs  of  teachers. 


In  conclusion,  I  may  state  that  the  school  law  is  getting  to  be  more 
generally  understood  by  the  people,  and  is  besoming  quite  popular. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

U  S.  MORSE. 
Rey.  a.  S.  Hunt, 

Superintondent  of  Education. 
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SIIELBURNE  COUNTY. 

W.  H.    RicHAy,    Inspector. 

SiB, — Tho  tAbles  forwarded  to  your  office  afford  as  correct  statis- 
tical information  concerning  the  schools  of  Shelbume County,  forthe 
year  ended  October  31  st,  1872,  as  can  be  obtained  from  the  returns 
ia  my  hands.  In  addition  to  these  tables  I  beg  to  submit  for  the 
information  of  whom  it  may  concern,  the  following  brief  report  of 
the  educational  condition  of  said  county  during  the  same  period. 

By  reference  to  the  statistics  you  will  perceive  that  the  number 
of  schools  in  operation  was  less  than  during  the  preceding  year. 
This  was  mainly  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  teachers — a 
difficulty  which  seems  to  be  continually  increasing.  Several 
efficient  females  have  recently  given  up  the  work — at  least  for  a 
season — and  only  two  new  candidates  attended  the  September  ex- 
■mination.  In  many  sections  the  per  centage  of  attendance  was 
krger  than  heretofore.  In  this  connexion  one  school  is  deserving; 
of  particular  notice.  I  refer  to  that  at  Doctor's  Cove,  taught  by 
ICss  Lotitia  Wilson,  in  which  71  pupils  made  an  average  of  about 
62.  This  was  not  only  the  largest  but  also  the  most  efficient  mis- 
oeUftneous  school  in  the  county. 

Hauseg. — At  Lockeport  a  fine  house  is  in  course  of  erection.  This  huild^ 
ing is 54x46  ft.,  2  stories,  with  an  attic 6  ft.  in  the  clear.  Two  roomson 
the  first  floor  accommodating  about  112  pupils  will  be  completed..  Ih  the 
Moond  story,  which  it  not  needed  at  present,  2  rooms  will  be  studded  off 
•nd  reserved  for  future  use.  The  attic  will  contain  one  large  room  in- 
tended for  the  occasional  accommodation  of  the  whole  school*.  The  cost  of 
the  building  completed,  as  far  as  indicated  above,  will  be  $5,600.  It  is  to 
be  ready  for  occupation  about  the  1st  of  May  next. 

At  West  Head  the  people,  aided  by  encouragement  and  assistance  from 
friends  in  IjOckexK>rt,  have  succeeded  in  completing  a  commodious  and 
Comfortable  school  bouse,  and  during  the  past  summer,  for  the  first  time 
in  tlie  history  of  the  section  the  children  have  enjoyed  the  privilege  of 
attending  a  public  school,  a  privilege  which  was  highly  appreciated  and 
well  improved. 

Clarke*i  Harbor,  Stony  Island,  Lower  Port  La  Tour  and  Baocaro  schoo. 
houses  have  been  ^nlar((ed   Ki^st  and  West  Middle  Sable  Sections  have  co  m 
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menced  buildin;;,  and  West  Wood's  Harbor  auction  has  purcliased  a  9uitft- 
ble  biiildinjf  for  sclij)!  parposea.  The  hou^ei  ^it  Bist  Rigjjfod  IsLmds  and 
S^nd  Point  now  stand  condemned  by  the  OommiAsionora. 

Diirinoj  the  p.ist  two  years  the  taxes  paid  by  8  poor  soctionH  have  been 
retained  in  the  hands  of  the  County  Treapurrr.s  in  uccordanco  with  section 
30  of  the  scliool  law  to  aid  them  in  buihlinu:.  Only  3  of  these  av.aled 
themselves  of  the  aid  thus  offered,  and  at  t!  e  1  .pt  meetiukj  of  tlio  Commis- 
•ionera  a  i)art  of  the  fund  thus  reserved  w.i8  included  in  the  a]>propriation 
to  the  schools.  A  balance  still  renuiins  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to 
the  Distribution  Sheets. 

Teachers. — I  am  happy  to  say  that  we  have  several  teachers  of  the  first 
and  second  classes  whose  superiors  I  have  not  fouml  in  this  or  nny  other 
county.  Their  services  are  liighly  appreci;ited,  and  it  is  a  matter  of  repfret 
that  some  of  them  are  bein^  drawn  from  the  work  by  attr.tctions  stronger 
than  the  school  room  presents.  We  also  havrt  te;ichers  in  evory  grade,  of 
inferior  ability,  and  were  it  not  for  the  great  sciircity,  I  would  fain  bid  thpm 
God  speed  in  any  other  department  of  useful  labor. 

CommiWoMcr«.— Considerable  difficulty  is  sometimes  exi)erieuced  in 
getting  a  quorum  at  the  semi-annual  meetings.  These  gentlemen  reside 
in  different  and  widely  sc^mrated  sections  of  their  respective  districts — 
and  as  very  few  of  them  are  wealthy,  or  men  of  leisure,  it  would  often  coflt 
them  quite  a  sacrifice  to  attend  at  the  time  and  place  apptjinted,  paying 
their  own  ti*avelling  expenses.  It  appears  to  mo  that  it  would  be  no 
more  than  fair  for  them  to  receive  some  remuneration  for  their  services. 
As  to  the  character  of  the  Boards  in  Shelburae  and  Barrington,  I  believe 
that  no  better  selections  oould  be  made.  The  meml  trs  are  almost  without 
exception,  as  public-spirited  and  intelligent  as  can  be  found  in  the 
county. 

In»pectio7i8, — The  work  of  an  Inspector  I  regard  as  of  great  importance, 
and  for  some  time  past  I  have  regretted  my  inability  to  devote  more  time 
and  attention  to  the  interests  of  education.  I  am  decidedly  of  the  opinion 
that  tlie  services  devolved  upon  Inspectors  would  be  more  efficiently  per- 
formed by  qualified  men  who  have  nothing  to  prevent  them  from  devoting 
themselves  exclusively  to  the  work.  Of  course  in  order  to  secure  such  ex- 
clusive devotion,  it  would  be  necessary  to  enlarge  the  insjjectorial  districts 
by  grouping  the  smaller  counties,  and  to  reduce  the  number  of  Insi)ectors 
so  as  to  give  each  full  employment  and  adequate  remuneration.  I  trust 
that  the  liegislature  will  soon  take  this  matter  into  consideration  and  effect 
such  an  arrangement. 

As  other  duties  now  demand  the  whole  of  mv  time  and  atlention. 
I  have  been  under  the  necessity  of  tendering  my  resignation  of  the 
Inspectorship.  I  therefore  beg  again  to  express  mv  heartfelt 
gratitude  for  the  kindness  and  courtesy  which  I  have  invariably 
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reeoi  ed  »t  tbe  hands  of  all  educational  officers,  and  the  hospitality 
which  has  been  manifested  by  my  friends  throughout  the  comity 
during  the  four  years  of  my  incumbency. 

Kespectfully  submitted, 

W,  II.  RICIIAN. 
Ret.  a.  S.  Huxt,  A.  M,, 

Superintoudeut  of  Education. 


COUCllBSTER  COUNTY, 

R.  B.  Smffh,  In8i)ector. 

Si^, — I  beg  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the  common 
ichools  of  this  County,  during  the  year  ended  Oct.  31st,  1872. 

There  are  100  sections  in  tbe  County.  There  were  schools  in 
operation  in  105  of  these  during  some  part  of  the  year ;  attended 
1^  6553  diiferent  pupils,  being  one  in  3.5  of  the  pre6ent  popu- 
htion  at  school  for  some  portion  of  the  year.  There  were 
employed  in  these  schools  in  the  winter  term,  102  teachers  and  3 
ASsiBtants;  in  the  summer  term,  105  teachers.  The  following 
table  will  shew  the  sex  and  grade : 


WiKTEB  Teem. 


Male. 
Orade  A . .  . .   1 
B..  ..14 

C 16 

D...    5 
•B. . . .  — 


Female. 


44 

17 

5 


36 


SUMMXB    TeBM. 


Male. 

Grade  B 14 

C...  16 
D....  4 
£. . . .  — - 

33 


66     Total.... 102 


Female. 

40 
22 
10 

72     T0UI....IO5 
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A  comparativo  stafcement  in  a  lew  particulars  with  the  previous 
jear,  will  show  the  progress  made  during  1872 : 

Schools  in  operation  1871,    winter  term,   102 

1872.  "  102 

"  "         1871,  summer  term,  104 

1872,  **  106 

Pupils  registered,        1871,  winter  term,  5082 

1872,  "         6005 

"  1 871 ,  Slimmer  term,  5238 

«  "  1872,  "  5323 

Grand  total  days  attended  by  all  pupils : 

1871,  summer  term  285596 
1872  "  202742 

1871  winter  term  304075 

1872  "     286510 

Number  of  new  houses  in  course  of  erection  in  1872 — 9, 
against  4  in  1871. 

There  has  been  one  new  section  created  during  the  year,  and 
preparations  are  being  made  to  organize  another  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners. 

These  &cts  shew  that  there  is  steady  improvement  in  the  cause 
of  education,  ^ith  one  exception,  that  of  the  attendance.  It  is  not 
a  matter  of  surprise  that  the  attendance  of  last  winter  ^-as  small, 
considering  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  during  that  period ; 
bat  the  decrease  in  the  summer  term  is  to  be  regretted. 

The  four  sections  in  which  there  was  no  school  during  any 
portion  of  the  year  have  never  had  school-houses.  In  one  of 
them,  Point  Brule  Point,  the  rate-payers  refuse  to  contribute 
anything  w*hatever  to>v'ard  educational  purposes ;  the  Board  of 
Commissioners  hare  done  everything  in  their  power  to  aid  them, 
but  without  any  response  on  the  part  of  the  people.  One  other 
has  petitioned  to  be  united  to  an  a^'oining  section.  The  case  will 
be  considered  at  the  May  meeting  of  the  Commissioners.  The 
two  remaining  sections  are  so  limited  in  number  of  rate^payers 
children  and  amount  of  property,  that  it  is  found  impossible  to 
•ustain  schools  in  them. 

School^eu$e$,—The  achool-house  in  West  New  Annan  section,  men- 
liaaed  in  my  report  of  last  year,  was  unfortunately  blown  down  by  a 
gait  in  the  latter  jMrt  of  the  year.    This  year,  however,  it  has  bees  re- 
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erected,  and  finished.  It  is  one  of  the  hest  houses  in  the  County,  and  a 
eredit  to  the  contractor  and  Bection— not  one  of  the  wealthiest  in  the 
CSoimty.  Iloueea  are  in  course  of  erection  in  Byers*  Mills,  North  Earlton, 
H&vmony.  Greenfield,  Princeport,  Pleasant  Valley,  and  Pemhroke  sections. 
Ill  Great  Villa^^e  section,  money  has  been  voted  and  materials  are  being 
provided  for  building ;  and  in  Central  Ecorumy  preparations  are  being 
made  for  the  same  object 

I\imifure, — Those  houses  that  have  not  been  properly  furnished  are 
being  re-eeated,  with  seats  graded  according  to  the  prescribed  plans.  A 
few  houses  besides  those  in  Truro  section  are  seated  with  the  patent  desk 
and  seat.  Murph3''B  section,  district  of  Stirling,  have  lately  furnished 
thejr  house  with  this  desk  and  seat,  manufactured  in  the  County  at  a  cost 
of  S2.50  i)er  scholar. 

Schools. — These  a'*  of  every  grade.  Tliere  are  those  well  finished,  and 
equipjied  with  all  the  necessary'  apparatus,  the  rate-payers  providing  all 
the  requisite  funds  for  tlie  support  of  a  first-class  teacher.  There  are 
other  sections  again,  with  a  house  scarcely  coming  up  to  the  requirement! 
of  ihe  law.  With  a  map  uf  Nova  Scotia,  or  one  of  the  hemispheres,  three 
or  four  square  feet  of  blackboanl  and  a  hand-bell,  a  teacher  is  employed 
at  the  lowest  possible  selaiy,  and  all  tlie  machinery  of  the  school  goes  on, 
bat  with  very  little  benefit  to  the  scliolar. 

This  laiU.r  class  of  schools  an,  however,  but  a  small  minority,  and  are 
decreasing  in  nuinl)er  every  year,  as  the  country  increases  in  wealth,  and 
people  come  to  understand  the  real  value  of  education.  The  majority  of 
achoolson  examination  shew  that  life  and  tone  which  betokens  awakened 
intellect.  Tlie  **rote''  system  is  every  day  giving  way  to  improved 
methods  as  ihe  number  of  trained  teachers  increases.  Teachers  are 
studying  the  principles  of  their  profession,  and  the  numbt^r  is  increasing 
xrho  believe  that  education  does  not  consist  in  cramming  and  examining 
but  that  awakening,  developing,  nnd  training  the  powers  of  the  mind,  is 
the  true  e ad  of  education. 

School  Studies.— In  the  majority  uf  schools  iustruction  is  given  in  all 
the  branches  in  which  the  teacher  has  passed  an  examination.  In  a  few 
■tbools  I  find  the  range  of  study  limited  to  reading,  writing,  and  arith- 
metic, by  order  of  the  Trustees.  Tlie  study  of  chemistry  is  confined  to  a 
few  schools,  whereas  it  should  be  taught  in  every  school.  I  have  repeat, 
edly  culled  the  attention  of  Trustees  and  teachers  to  the  matter,  and 
there  has  been  improvement  in  some  localities,  but  too  frequently  the 
teacher  is  not  qualified  to  give  even  oral  lessons  intelligently  in  this 
bnuDch.  Too  little  attention  is  given  to  object  lessons.  Even  when  the 
teacher  is  qualifie<l  for  giving  instruction  in  this  manner,  they  neglect  it, 
T>iessed  for  time  among  a  multitude  of  classes. 


Jiitums,— The  A  returns  are  filled  up  with  tolerable  accuracy.  The  B 
ntuxns,  though  improved  on,  from  last  year,  have  still  many  inaccuracies, 
and  a  few  trustees  were  so  careless  as  to  neglect  sending  the  return  to  me 
until  it  was  too  late. 
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The  Law, — ^The  iimendments  made  to  the  law  last  winter  Are  workiDi^ 
well.  The  time  for  holding  the  annual  meeting  is  much  more  convt^nient 
than  formerly.  Id  consequence  of  the  chan^^e,  some  Trustees  f  jrp^ot  ta 
post  the  notices  in  time,  but  tlie  difficulty  lias  been  got  oYcr  by  Cidling' 
special  meetings. 

I  beg  leave  to  notice  that  the  amendment  in  reference  to  first-class 
teachers  not  receiving  special  Government  aid  as  teachers  in  poor 
sections,  excludes  first  class  females  grade  C,  from  obt  lining  such  aid,  but 
does  not  prevent  2nd  class  male  teachers — who  are  also  grade  C — from 
receiving  it.  There  is  an  apparent  injustice  done  to  the  female  teachers  of 
that  class. 

Commissioners. — At  the  May  meeting  of  the  Stlrlin  x  Board,  a  resolution 
was  adopted,  expressive  of  the  loss  sustained  by  the  Board  in  the  death  of 
Robert  Purves,  Esq.,  long  an  active  member  of  the  Board. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  express  my  thanks  to  Commissioners^  Trustees^ 
and  all  friends  of  education,  whom  I  have  always  found  ready  to  co-operate 
with  me  in  all  business  connected  with  the  schools. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

R.  B.  SMITII,  M.  D. 
Sev.  a.  S.  Hunt, 

Superintendent  of  Education. 


DISTRICT  OF  DIGBT. 

John  Ambbose,  Inspector. 

Sir, — ^My  statisticral  tables  already  sent  in,  show  an  increase  in 
the  number  of  schools  in  this  district  since  the  end  of  April,  1872, 
and  this  is  partially  owing  to  the  equipment  of  some  sections  not 
before  organized.  Four  new  school-houses  have  been  add  id  to 
our  number,  and  in  these  the  Free  School  system  is  now  in  full 
operation.  We  are  in  hopes  that  some  other  sections  may  soon 
be  induced  to  provide  adequate  school  accommodation,  as  the  law 
directs;  but  perhaps  no  County  in  the  Province  requires  more 
patience  and  tact  with  a  view  to  the  full  working  of  the  law — and 
especially  in  the  matter  of  school  accommodation — than  this. 
**  Borne  was  not  built  in  a  day,'*  and  the  same  will  be  said  by-and- 
by  of  the  suitable  school-houses  in  the  District  of  Bigby.    It  is  not 
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uu^mmon  thing  for  the  rate-payers  of  a  section  to  vote  down 
the  school  by  refusing  supplies,  at  the  annual  meeting.  I  passed 
ft  Bi*hool-houso  to-day  on  ihe  Weymouth  road,  vvhirh  is  shut  up 
and  partially  demolished,  owing,  I  was  t  Id,  to  dismal  isfac' ion  with 
the  election  of  school  othct^rs.  I  always  take  care,  in  such  a  case* 
to  endeavor  to  reconcile  jmrties,  and  induce  them  to  re-organize 
their  school.  But  a  t«rm  or  more  is  lost  before  reason  resumes 
her  8wav. 

You  will  no  doubt  be  as  much  surprised  as  I  was  to  find  mis- 
spelJing  in  returns  sent  in  by  teachers  holding  (some  of  them) 
first-class  licenses.  How  these  obtained  their  certificates,  I  am 
BOt  prepared  to  say.  It  may  be  said  that  an  occasional  blunder  in 
spelling  is  a  matter  of  small  consequence,  but  it  is,  surely,  not 
unreasonable  to  expect  that  8ui'h  a  word  as  "  grammar,"  or  the 
teacher  8  own  name  should  not  glaringly  ofieud  in  orthography. 
Some  errors  of  thLs  kind  1  have  found  in  corresjKmdeuce,  and 
some  in  returns,  and  should  say  that  one  pre-requisite  towards 
obtaining  a  first-class  ct^rtiOcate  should  be  a  tolerable  knowledge  of 
the  rules  of  English  comiwsition.  Correct  spelling  of  ordinary 
words,  and  the  art  of  composing  and  writing  a  decent  letter  on 
ordirmry  afiairs,  would  be  v(jry  useful  accomplishments  in  our 
country  schools,  and  would  prove  good  advertisements  of  the 
efficiency  of  our  school  system.  I  may  be  wTong.  but  it  sejms  to 
me  that  the  examinations  of  teachers  should  be  partly  viva  voce, 
and  even  the  manner  of  holding  a  pen  should  be  scrutinised. 
Good  teachers  will  make  good  scholars,  and  these,  when  they 
grow  up,  will  not  vote  down  the  supplies  at  the  annual  me3tings, 
nor  Buffer  the?  school-house  to  ]ye  one  of  the  shabbiest  builJings  in 
the  section,  or  the  most  unlit  for  its  purpose. 

Many  of  oiu*  schools  are  ill-provided  with  school  requisites. 
Irregularity  of  attendance  on  the  part  of  the  pujuls,  is  another 
evil  in  inanv  localities.  1  may  add  to  this  a  want  of  interest  on 
the  part  of  parents  and  others,  in  some  sections,  as  evinced  by  the 
record  of  visits  in  the  registers. 

Some  of  our  t<jachers  are  well  qualified  and  diligent,  and  are 
doing  thorougrily  good  work.  Your  experience  in  scrutinising 
returns  will  save  me  the  necessity  of  mentioning  the  names  of 
these  valuable  public  servants. 
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A  false  economy  is  at  the  bottom  of  most  of  the  evils  which  are 
hindaring  the  working  of  our  school  system  here.  It  denies  suf- 
ficient sthool-accommodation,  fiirniture  and  other  requisites,  and 
engages  half-educated  and  inexperienced  teachers, — discouraging 
young  men  of  energy  and  self-resixji-t  from  entering  the  profession, 
or  remaining  in  it.  **  Pennv-\\is3  and  pound-foolish "  is  an  old 
and  pithy  maxim,  the  truth  of  which  I  hope  may  be  perceived  and 
acted  upon  in  some  of  our  school-sections,  and  the  sooner  the 
better. 

I  am  sorry  that  my  report  is  not  more  cheering,  but  for  tho 
sake  of  all  concerned  it  is  better  that  the  true  slate  of  affairs 
should  be  known,  and  that  the  best  remedie-*  should  as  soon  as 
possible  be  applied.  The  Board  of  Commissioners  are  doing  their 
best  to  work  the  law  efficiently. 

My  work  as  Inspector  has  been  greatly  hindered  this  year  by 
late  and  incorrect  returns  from  some  of  the  schools.  I  purpose  in 
future  to  remedy  this  evil,  by  daaling  with  such  delinquents 
strictly  as  the  law  directs. 

I  remain.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  AMBROSE. 
To  the  Rev.  A.  S.  Hunt,  A.  M., 

Superintendent  of  Education,  Halifax. 


CAPE  BRETON  COUNTY. 

Edmund  Outbait,  lDBi)ector. 

Sib, — I  beg  leave  again  to  lay  before  you  my  annual  report  of 
the  state  of  the  schools  and  educational  matters  generally  through- 
out the  County  of  Cape  Breton  for  the  school  year  ended  October 
31st,  1872. 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  notwjihstanding  the  effects  of 
the  law  which  exempts  rate-payers  over  sixty  from  taxation  on 
their  property  for  school  purposes,  and  the  withdrawal  of  about 
one-half  of  the  money  allowed  as  special  aid  to  poor  sections,  w 


CAPE   BRETON    COUNTY.  46 

have,  what  witb  new  sections  opening  up,  and  a  rapidly  increasing 
population,  sustained  no  loss  in  the  numbers  of  departments  in 
operation  during  the  past  year,  but  rather  a  slight  gain.  Never- 
theless, had  it  not  been  for  the  withdrawal  of  the  above  mentioned 
flourees  of  pecuniary  supply,  we,  I  have  no  doubt,  should  have  had 
from  twelve  to  fifteen  more  schools  in  operation  during  the 
past  two  terms  and  possibly,  nay,  probably  more. 

It  is  most  likely  since  these  new  changes  have  been  made  we  have 
seen,  at  the  expiration  of  the  winter  term  ended  April,  1 873,  educa- 
tional matters  in  this  district  at  their  lowest  ebb,  and  I  trust  and 
expect  that  with  all  drawbacks,  we  shall,  in  consequence  of  the  amount 
enterprise,  energy  and  capital  now  displanng  themselves  in  a  great 
portion  of  the  county,  be  able  to  notice  at  the  close  of  another  year 
i  proportionate  improvement  in  our  schools  both  in  number,  ap- 
pearance and  management.  School  houses  of  the  most  approved 
pattern  are  building  and  built  already,  and  furnishing  with  desks 
and  seats  of  the  most  approved  pitt'Oms,  and  in  abundance,  in 
parts  of  the  county  which  but  a  year  or  two  ago  were  nothing  but 
remote  wUdemess. 

Take  for  instance  the  Lorway  and  Eeserve  coal  mines — a  section 
where  two  very  handsome  school  houses  are  already  erected,thorough- 
ly  finished  both  within  and  without, and  supplied  with  an  amount  of 
black  board  surface  laid  on  in  the  manner  described  in  the  manual 
and  plans  furnished  by  the  Council ^  covering  an  area  sufficient  to 
satisfy  the  most  strenuous  advocate  of  that  useful  adjunct  to  the 
school  room,  in  fact  as  much  as  can  vriW  be  furnished.  Attention 
in  these  new  rooms  has  been  paid  to  the  best  mode  of  ventilation 
and  lighting,  and  has  resulted  in  a  great  success.  The  allocation 
of  the  buildings  has  been  as  well  chosen  as  the  nature  of  the  ground 
and  the  general  business  of  a  largo  colliery  will  admit.  With 
respect  to  the  other  parts  of  the  county,  which  are  not  so  much 
influenced  by  the  new  mines  I  have  little  to  remark  upon  in  the 
matter  of  new  buildings,  most  of  the  sections  having  provided 
themselves  before  this  last  year  commenced,  with  schools  suitable 
to  their  means  and  requirements.  We  in  Sydney  section  have 
completed  the  addition  to  our  number  of  schools,  as  I  anticipated 
in  my  last  report,  in  the  shape  of  another  comfoiiAble  building, 
which  we  were  in  need  of,  and  we  now  have  accommodation  for  a 
considarable  increase   of    population.     Educational  matters  are 
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generally  progressing  very  satisfactorily  with  us  and  com|)are  fii- 
vorabh'^  wirh  the  lat<}  few  years,  whii*h  vears,  wo  know,  were  con- 
staiitlv  aiiJ  rig  ilarly  improving  on  those  gJU3  belbra.  Everythiag 
is  working  Hinoothly  and  satisfactorily,  and  sections,  wi  h  one  or 
two  exrpp.ions,  seem  to  have  no  complaints  whatever.  Those  few 
that  have  them  are  complaints  merely  comerning  the  advisability 
of  changing  tha  locali  of  school  houses,  or  in  some  cases  wishing 
for  the  division  of  a  section,  but  allowing  themselves  at  the  same 
time  to  be  guid^  entirely  by  the  advice  of  the  Board  of  Commis- 
eiouers* 

We  have  now  121  sections  laid  off  in  this  District,  110  of  which 
have  school  houses  with  an  aggregate  of  130  departments. 

The  number  of  teachers  employed  and  departments  in  actual 
operation  during  some  part  of  the  last  year  was  as  follows  : — 

In  the  winter  term  there  were  1 05  departments  in  operation 
with  the  same  number  of  teachers  employed,  there  being  no  assist- 
ant teac'hers.     The  teachers  are  classed  as  ibllows ; — 


Grad3s 

.  .  A., 

B. 

c. 

D. 

E.     Totals. 

Males 

..1 

23 

18 

35 

4  t 

Females 

•    • 

•  . 

9 

12 

7        28 

C. 

D. 

E. 

Tot4ll3. 

18 

31 

•   • 

72 

12 

14 

10 

30 

105 

In  the  summer  torm  there  were  108  departments  open  with  a 
like  number  of  teachers  employed,  classed  as  follows : 

Grad3s A.       B. 

Males 1        22 

Eemales 

108 

You  will  notic»e  as  usual  the  slight  increase  in  the  number  of 
teachers  employed  during  the  summer  over  the  winter  lerm;  and 
will  also  notice  that  there  is  in  the  summer  term  an  incn»aso  in  the 
number  of  departments  in  operation  upon  the  last  two  torms  in 
spite  of  all  the  disadvantages  accruing  from  letting  off  rate  payers 
over  sixty,  and  the  reduction  of  our  grant  in  aid  of  poor  sections 
about  one  half. 
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Number   of  sections  having   sehook   in  operation  during   winter 
term 40  Rkli ;  45  Poor— Total  91. 

Number  of  sections  having  schools  in  operation  during  summer 
term 47  Iticrh  ;  40  Poor— Total  93. 

Number  of  school  departments  open  winter  term 1 05 

"  "  "  "     summer  term 108 

It  will  be  seen'that  we  have  28  vacant  sections  in  the  Countj. 
Manv  ot  the.se  have  never  had  schools  as  vet,  but  will  doubtle.*s  be 
provided  \Wth  them  in  the  course  of  a  few  years.  I  expe:'ted  to 
have  seen  one  or  more  open:3d  up  last  term, — t  mean  remote 
sections  ;  but  they  are  very  poor,  and  must  wait  for  some  time  to 
come,  before  they  will  be  able  to  do  anything  for  themselves, 
without  some  extraneous  aid. 

I  have  to  make  the  usual  remarks  as  to  the  state  of  the  school-houses 
the  play  grounds  and  outhouses  .The  houses  are  in  general  comfort- 
able and  improved  in  their  furnishing,  but  not  nearly  to  the  extent 
that  is  advisable.  Unless  the  rate-payers  of  sections  take  a  deeper 
interest  in  these  matters  themselves,  I  must  confess  I  do  not  see  how 
they  are  tobe  improved.  They  are  in  general  rather  better  oft'  for  books 
than  they  were,  but  there  is  ample  room  for  an  increased  supply  in 
numerous  sections.  Of  course  1  only  allude  to  schools  in  outlying 
parts  of  the  country.  All  our  main  schools  possess  an  abundant 
supply  of  everything  needful  for  teachers  and  their  scholars.  The 
returns  continue  to  improve.  The  6  returns  are  still  sadly 
defifient  in  their  filling  in,  bat  still  slightly  improved*  I  will 
endeavor  to  make  the  best  of  them  in  my  abstracts  to  you. 


EDWARD  OUTEAM. 


Kev.  a.  S.  Hunt, 

Superintendent  of  Education. 
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EICHMOND    COUNTY. 

Bemi  Benoit.  Inspector, 

Sib, — I  beg  leave  to  submit  my  Eeport  for  the  scholastic  year 
ended  October  Slst,  1872  ;— 

In  performing  tbis  duty  I  regret  to  liaye  to  say,  at  the  outset,  that,  as 
far  as  numbers  can  show,  the  state  of  the  educational  affairs  of  this  coun~ 
ty  during  the  past  year  has  not  been  as  encouraging  as  during  the  three 
preceding  'years ;  for  not  only  has  no  progress  been  made,  but  on  the 
contrary  there  has  been  a  decrease.  Not  only  have  we  not  advanced,  as  I 
shall  show  hereafter,  but  we  have  not  even  kept  our  ground  as  far  as 
numbers  are  concerned.  Nevertheless,  it  is  gratifying  that  this  falling  off 
has  been  in  numbers  only — in  the  quantity  and  not  in  the  quality  of  our 
schools. 


By  referring  to  the  tables  of  Abstract  of  Returns  A  and  B,  you  will  And 
that  there  are  61  sections  in  the  county,  this  being  the  same  number  as  last 
reported,  although  correctly  speaking  there  are  but  60,  as  one  was  laid 
out  in  a  locality  in  which  only  two  or  three  families  reside.  I  allude 
to  section  No.  41,  Salmon  River  Road,  wliich  was  never,  because  it  could 
not  be,  organized.  Taking  the  number  given  in  the  returns,  out  of  61 
there  was  schools  in  operation  in  54  different  sections  during  some  por- 
tion of  the  year ;  and  in  47  sections  during  the  winter,  having  56  schools 
and  departments,  and  in  49  sections  during  the  summer  term,  having  58 
schools.  There  was  no  school  in  14  sections  in  the  winter,  and  in  12 
sections  in  the  summer  term.  Seven  sections  had  no  school  at  all  during 
any  portion  of  the  year.  Compared  with  last  year  the  figures  stand  as  in 
annexed  table : 


BICHUOim  OOUBTT. 
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i 
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1 
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s 

Si 
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* 
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- 
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1 

1 
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1 

i 

i 
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i 
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Many  reasons  can  be  attributed  as  the  causes  of  this  (h'cre  ise  ;  some, 
which  were  transient  affected  attendance  only ;  others  more  liu^tiug  u..der- 
lying  the  whole  foundations  of  our  schools.  Among  the  hitter,  1  may 
mention  emigration  and  want  of  proper  support ;  among  the  former, 
stormy  weather  and  epidemics. 

During  the  first  term  particularly  the  measles  prevailed  in  many  parte 
of  the  county,  and  towards  the  end  of  the  second,  the  eniidl-pox  suddeuly 
made  its  api)earance  in  several  sections,  producing  terror  among  old  and 
young.  These  two  diseases,  as  Ccan  he  easily  imiigincd,  mntcrially  inter- 
fered with  the  attendance  at  our  schools.  A  ^ain  the  very  stormy  weather 
of  the  first  and  hitter  p irt  of  the  wint  ;r  also  prevented  tlie  attmda ice 
from  being  as  large  as  usual.  We  can  nil  remember  the  dreadful  weather 
of  last  March ;  and  I  am  safe  in  s^iyinj;  that  during  that  mouth  the 
attendance  was  not  more  than  half  the  ordinary  averagr*.  Tluse  are 
natural,  but  the  unnatural  causes  are  still  greater,  uufortunatt^ly, — the 
culpable  ne-gligence  of  parents  in  this  respect  surpassing  all  others. 

One  cause  perhaps,  wliich  more  than  others,  is  retarding  the  progress  of 
educition  in  this  County  is,  strange  to  say,  emigration.  Emigration  to 
the  United  Stites  for  the  last  three  or  four  years  is  gradually,  but  surely, 
depopulating  not  a  few  of  3ur  sections.  Several  families  leiive  every  year 
for  that  wrongly-supposed  land  of  un  dloyed  kappiness,  and  in  the  space 
of  four  years — and  I  do  not  overrate  the  numl)er— not  less  than  one 
himdrcd families  from  Isle  Madame  alone  have  gone  to  theSt<ites.  M'hen  we 
add  t)  tliis  the  large  number  of  young  men  who  annually  go  to  the  States* 
many  of  them  never  to  return,  an  idea  Ctm  be  formed  of  the  extent  to 
which  too  many  of  our  sections  are  weakened.  Intelligent  persons, 
however  slightly  acquainted  with  the  County,  will  bear  mo  out  in  these 
statements,  as  they  are  facts  patent  even  to  the  most  thoughtless  observer 
Comment  on  this  point  may  be  considered,  and  is,  2)erhaps,  out  of 
place,  still  I  cannot  refrain  from  making  some  remarks. 

It  is  nothing  new  to  say  that  the  progress  of  education  is  always,  in  a 
great  measure,  depsnda  t  up)n  and  proportionate  to  the  prosperity  of  a 
country — the  p.vpar  diTelopemcnt  of  ita  resources  and  industrial 
capivcitics.  Well !  it  must  be  confessed  the  County  of  Kiehmond  is  not 
prosperous,  and  hence  our  schools  suffer.  We  are  not  as  proFi>erous  as  we 
ought  to  be,  consideringtheveryadvantigeousgeographic.il  position  of  the 
County.  It  is,  in  a  rem^irkable  degree,  well  situated  for  the  proAecution 
of  the  fisheries  and  for  shipping ;  we  have  the  best  harbors  in  Nova  Scotia* 
the  fish  at  our  doors  in  abundance,  and  the  hardiest  and  most  daring 
seamen  and  fishermen,  I  venture  to  say,  that  can  bo  found  anywhere  ;  yet 
neither  our  fisheries  nor  shipping  are  prospering.  To  my  mind,  our 
capitalists  and  business  men  generally  are  alone  to  blame  for  tliis  state  of 
things.  Our  capitalists,  it  may  be  said,  are  few,  and  their  capital  small 
indeed ;  but  granting  this,  it  can  be  asserted  without  fear  of  contradiction 
that  they  lack  generally  the  spirit  of  enterprise  which  is  seen  elsewhere. 
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And  when  I  speak  of  our  ImAinesa-men,  it  is  not  so  much  of  our  business- 
men thoinselves  as  of  their  style  or  system  of  doinj^  business.  The  men, 
ts a  rule,  nreintelliicent  and  industrious— p:<»od  men,  but  their  system  ff 
doin:;  businos  is  bad.  It  is  too  old,  and  does  not  suit  the  times ;  it  is  not 
llbenil  and  expansive  enough  ;  and  it  is  too  slow  for  an  aj^o  of  steam  and 
tele^.iph,  in  which  fortunes  are  so  rapidly  accuniuUted.  'VMien  I  state 
that  the  hn//  pnce  system  yet  prevails  in  many  purts  of  the  County — a 
Bystimi  at  once  ruinous  to  the  employer  and  the  employed,  to  the  merchantfl 
tnd  the  purchast'rs,— I  think  I  have  pfiven  one  of  the  best  proofs  to  sbow 
that  there  is  somrthinj;  wronp  in  the  way  businsss  is  done.  Hence  why 
oar  men  in  the  prime  of  life,  in  the  full  vigor  of  manhood,  the  bone  and 
sinew  of  the  country,  leave  by  hundreds  every  year  for  the  United  Statet. 
They  are  c  )mi)elled  to  seek  abroad  what  they  cannot  find  at  home,  that  is, 
iemuner«itive  employment ;  they  f^o  to  man  the  Lirpe  and  well-equipped 
fishing  fleets  —what  we  have  not — of  our  republic^in  neighbors.  What  we 
badly  nwd,  therefore,  are  larger  and  better-equipped  fishing  fleets,  and  if 
our  c.ipit.ili^ts  would  only  invest  in  this  enterprise,  they  would  find  it  a 
paying  business.  Let  these  fleets  be  procured,  and  then  let  business  bo 
conducted  on  more  liber«ii  principles,  I  was  going  to  say  fairer  principles 
on  such  terms,  at  least  as  will  afford  remunerative  employment  to  our 
people,  and  we  shall  find  it  to  be  one  of  the  best  ways  of  stemming  and 
eventually  stepping  the  tide  of  emigration,  of  making  this  County 
prosperous,  and  of  contributing  to  the  general  prosperity  of  the  Province. 
With  a  h:ippy  and  prosperous  people,  we  shall  see  our  schools  as  a  matter 
of  course,  taking  a  fresh  start  in  the  course  of  progress,  and  find  the 
development  of  our  resources  keeping  pace  with  that  of  the  mind.  This  it 
oertjiinly  a  miitter  to  which  all  patriotic  men,  business-men,  capitalists, 
men  of  all  professions,  having  a  stake  in  the  country,  should  turn  their 
attention  and  energies. 

I  shall  not  speak  here  of  our  shipping  and  coasting  trade,  which  for 
fifteen  years,  if  I  except  tlie  last,  has  been  unsuccessful,  but  pass  on  to 
other  considerations. 

Notwithstanding  this  condition  of  affairs,  as  glanced  at  in  the  preceding 
lines,  the  chief  cause  of  our  backwardness  in'.education  is,  after  all,  the 
want  of  such  support  as  the  people,  under  the  present  circumstances,  can 
give.  We  are  not  prosperous,  it  is  true  ;  our  people  are  poor  generally,  it 
is  too  true ;  but  they  do  not  exert  themselves  in  proportion  to  their 
means.  Here  lies  the  trouble,  the  principal  cause  of  our  failure,  a  cause 
which  is  chiefly  attributable  to  the  ignorance  and  indifference  of  some  of 
oar  people.  Some  persons,  on  the  one  hand,  though  intelligent  enough 
in  many  respects,  cannot  be  persuaded  of  the  necessity  of  making  ample 
provision  for  the  support  of  schools;  not  knowing  the  law,  and 
not  having  its  working  properly  explained,  on  the  other  hand,  it  it 
not  surprising  why  rate-payers,  in  too  many  instances,  fail  at  the 
annual  meeting  to  provide  the  required  sums.  As  a  proof  of  the 
OB0  and   the   other,  I  may  add,  that  there  are  nine  sections  ki  the 
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County,  in  which  pfraded  schools  with  two  departments  should  be 
established,  in  order  to  provide  for  the  instruction  of,  and  afford  accom- 
modation to,  all  the  children  of  school  apje  in  tlieni ;  and  yet  out  of  nine 
there  is  hut  one  in  which  steps  have  been  taken  to  procure  this  absolutely 
needed  accx)mmtxlation.  In  the  remaining  eight,  in  each  of  which  there 
are  from  50  to  70  rate-payers,  and  from  70  to  100  i>ersons  liable  to  pay  the 
j)oll-tax,  the  rate-payers  think  they  have  done  all  tliat  duty  requires  of 
them — all  that  need  be  done — by  erecting  buildings  25  feet  by  20  feet,  for 
the  instruction  of  100  to  150  children. 

I  shall  conclude  by  touching  upon  another  subject  of  vital  importance 
to  our  common  schools,  and  the  future  progress  of  education  in  tills 
country — the  good  teacher.  Good  teachers  are  not  sufficiently  paid,  and 
consequently  they  do  not  remain  in  the  profession  ;  they  see  notliing  in  it 
upon  which  they  can  count  for  the  future,  and  therefore  they  betake 
themselves  to  other  professions.  Tlieir  places  are  filled  by  young,  inex- 
perienced, and  often  times  most  incompetent  teachers.  This  is  being  re- 
newed year  after  year,  the  clever  teacher  of  four  and  five  years'  experience 
leaves  the  service,  chiefly  because  it  doos  not  pay,  just  at  the  time  he 
has  become  useful,  and  the  greenhand  who  has  almost  everything  to  learn 
takes  his  place.  We  have  only  to  reflect  for  an  instant  to  perceive  the 
injurious  effect  this  must  have  upon  the  efficiency  of  our  schools.  As  long  • 
as  this  will  continue,  we  need  hardly  expect  that  our  public  schools  will 
make  any  real  progress. 

Is  there  no  way  of  stopping  this  evil  in  some  degree,— of  removing 
this  great  obstacle  to  progress  ?  Can  no  means  be  devised  by  which  the 
teaching  profession  may  be  made  more  permanent— a  profession  in  fact, 
for  it  is  that  only  in  name  now  ?  Let  us  look  at  the  other  professions ;  a 
man  is  not  an  M.  D.  to-day  and  a  cobbler  to-morrow,  nor  one  a  lawyer 
this  year  and  a  carpenter  the  next,  no ;  these  are  x>rofessions  for  life.  It  is 
the  same,  as  a  rule,  with  tradesmen,  mechauics,  &c.  Tlie  State,  in  my 
opinion,  can,  to  some  extent,  provide  a  remedy.  It  appropriates  large 
sums  for  the  encouragement  and  diffusion  of  education,  and  I  think  a  part 
could  be  so  appropriated  as  to  secure  to  a  certain  degree  this  very  great 
desideratum.  If  teachers^  grants  were  so  arranged,  that  the  teacher  would 
be  paid,  with  some  limitation,  according  to  the  time  he  has  been  in  the 
service,  then  he  of  four  years'  experience,  other  things  being  equal,  would 
be  better  paid,  and  justly  too.  than  the  one  who  is  only  entering  the  ranks. 
This  is  no  new  idea,  but  it  is  on3  which,  if  acted  upon,  would  do  much  to- 
wards so  desirable  an  end.  Some  other  inducement,  in  the  shape  of  a 
pension  or  otherwise,  could  also  be  established  by  the  State,  which  would 
guarantee  to  the  teacher — ^to  the  young  man  particularly — a  com^ietence 
for  the  future.  It  is  just  there  the  shon  pinches.  At  the  present  rates  of 
salaries  the  young  man  has  no  hojocs  for  the  future ;  he  cannot  think  of 
settling  in  life  without  having  poverty  staring  him  in  the  face.  Hence 
he  turns  away  from  the  ferule  with  contempt,  and  directs  his  energies  and 

talents  to  somethmg,  to  anything  else. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 
Rev.  a.  S.  Hunt,  M.  Am  Your  ol)edient  servant. 

Superintendent  of  Education.  REMI  BEXOIT. 
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ESVERNESS  COUNTY, 

J.  T.  GuKN,  Inspector. 

Sir, — The  present  coiidil  ion  of  education  in  Inverness  County,  and 
the  progress  made  during  the  year  ended  31st  Octolxjr  1872,  are 
briefly  exhibited  for  your  iuformation  in  the  following  pages. 

The  County  of  Inverness  is  now  mapped  oft'  into  120  School 
Sections,  42  in  the  Northern,  and  78  in  the  Soul  hern  District. 

The  sections  of  IMackinnou's  Brook  and  Baden  were  formed  res- 
pectively by  the  sub-division  of  Coal  IViinesand  South  West  Bridge 
Sections,  the  former  at  the  May  and  the  latter  at  the  November 
Meeting  of  Commissioners  for  the  Southern  District.  In  the 
Northern  District  no  changes  were  made  nor  were  any  new  sections 
formed. 

Both  Districts  are  now  sub-divided  into  sections  with  such  scru- 
pulous regard  to  the  educational  interests  of  each  section,  as  well 
as  to  the  almost  uniform  satisfaction  of  individual  rate  payers,  that 
it  is  believed  the  Commissioners  are  now  about  being  relieved  of 
this  irksome,  laborious  and  thankless  part  of  their  public  duties. 

In  South  Inverness,  Lake  Horton  Section  was  placed  on  the 
special  aid  list.  No  additions  were  made  in  North  Inverness.  The 
wbole  County  now  includes  88  Sections,  which  are  by  law  entitled 
to  additional  allowances  from  the  Provincial  and  Couuty  Treasurers. 

The  abstract  of  B.  Eetums  and  Inspection  Notes  shew  the  present 
aggregate  value  of  County  School  property,  to  be  a  shade  higher 
than  at  any  previous  period  of  our  educational  history. 

The  wear  and  tear  of  years  are  rapidly  reducing  the  value  of  some 

school  buildings  which  are  not  kept  in  proper  repair.     A  few 

new  buildings  have  however  been  erected  and  improved  furniture 

and  apparatus  have  been  introduced  in  several  instances,  thus 

shewing  the  total  value  as  given  in  the  abstracts  to  be  in  this 

inrtanoe  correct. 
6 
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Four  new  school-houses  have  been  erected  during  the  year* 
Two  of  these  are  first-class  buildings,  one  at  Friar's  Head,  a  clear 
credit  to  the  section  and  settlement,  finished  externallv  and  inter- 
nally,  commodious  and  sightly,  with  abundant  appliances  for  heat- 
ingand  ventilation  ;  the  other  at  Margaree  Forks,  finished  externally, 
well  equipped  with  Dawson  Seats  and  Desks,  apparatus  and  Maps. 
When  completely  finished,  this  building  will  be  one  of  the  first  of 
its  kind  in  the  County. 

Considering  that  the  rate  payers  of  Mill  Brook  and  Judson  are 
not  strong  numerically  or  pecuniarily  these  sections  are  entitled  to 
encouragement  for  their  pluck  and  perseverance. 

New  school-houses  are  being  erected  in  Big  Harbour,  Big  Inter- 
rale,  and  King  Boss  Sections. 

All  the  school  property  in  the  county  is  estimated  to  be  worth 
about  S26,000. 

Trustees,— Sejeral  hundreds  of  visits  are  reported  to  have  been  made  by 
Trustees  during  the  Winter  and  Summer  Terms.  It  is  anmsing  to  look 
over  the  visiting  columns  of  a  large  number  of  School  registers.  Some 
Trustees  visits  are  gravely  entered  as  being  of  five  minutes  duration! 
How  a  Trustee  can  in  such  a  short  space  of  time  hear  classes  examined  or 
form  any  conception  of  how  a  school  is  conducted  is  clearly  beyond  the 
range  of  ordinary  comprehension. 

Even  during  the  Inspector's  Semi-Annual  visits,  when  important  statistics 
and  much  general  sectional  information  are  required,  it  is  sometimes  dif- 
ficult to  secure  the  attendance  of  these  officers.  A  remedy  could  be  easily 
devised  for  this  state  of  matters.  Let  one  Trustee  out  of  each  Board  be 
compelled  by  law  to  visit  monthly  the  schools  under  their  control,  then 
and  there  to  investigate  the  condition  of  school  premises,  furniture  and 
apparatus  and  thoroughly  test  or  hear  tested  by  a  vocal  examination,  the 
general  intellectual  progress  made  by  the  pupils.  A  record  of  each  visit 
could  be  kept  for  the  information  of  Commissioners,  Inspectors  and  rate 
payers.  The  penalty  consequent  upon  non-compliance  with  some  such 
regulation  as  the  above  might  be  partial  or  total  deprivation  of  allotments 
of  public  funds.  As  trustees  would  probably  visit  in  rotation,  each  on 
these  officers'  time  would  be  taxed  only  to  the  extent  of  one  visit  per 
quarter. 

The  fact  is  gratifying  that  some  trustees  require  no  legislative  enact- 
ment to  f^de  them  in  the  path  of  duty.  Such  trustees  visit  regularly, 
are  always  present  at  Inspectors*  and  other  officers'  semi-annual  examina* 
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tkiUi  and  otherwise  eyince  in  Tftrioiu  vaya  ft  lineen,  bearty  Intorest  in 
the  iiutitutionB  eatnuted  to  tbeir  supervisioD, 

Jiifttnu.— Tha  A  Retama  are  if  tnything  more  correct  th&n  ubiuI.  A> 
QKul  no  clum  to  the  element  of  iieiitne»8  ftppenre  geaenlly  to  have  been 
cotertuned.  The  crucible  of  aclote  iDvestigntion  uid  strict  conipariBon 
with  entrieB  in  offlciil  Dotea,  produce!  a  few  minor  beneflcial  chnigM  in  k 
eonatkntlj  decicuing  number  of  A  Returns. 

The  experience  of  each  siiccewiTe  year  convinces  me  more  fully  of  tho 
growly  unreliable  character  of  the  stateuenta  made  in  the  majority  of 
UieBBetiuiu. 

Juatice  demandfl  the  admiasion  that  eomctaess  "  verbatim  et  literatim^ 
li  an  iD*BiiahIe  characteriBtic  of  a  large  nuni1)er  of  these  documenta ;  but 
in  others  entries  aie  made  trhich  to  say  the  least,  area  delusion  and  a 
Bare,  To  issue  no  more  of  these  bUnka  "  would  truly  be  a  consummation 
devoutly  to  be  wished  for"  by  conimiasioned  officials  and  by  all  othen 
Who  claim  to  have  any  respect  for  reliability  iu  statistical  details.  lo- 
qieetora  during  their  semi-annual  visitation  could  obtain  by  extending 
tiiair  visits  twenty  minutes  longer,  perfectly  correct  answers  to  every 
qoMtion  inserted  in  the  B  Returns.  Kot  until  some  such  system  Iw 
adopted,  can  any  faith  be  attached  to  figures  embodied  in  this  department 
vt  the  public  educational  statistics  of  the  Province. 

TascAcr*.— The  number,  class,  and  sex  of  teaehMa  employed  in  each 
tistrict  during  the  Winter  and  Summer  Term  and  Sdiool  Tear,  are  shows 
htbefoUowlngtableft. 
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SCHOOL    TEAR. 


A  comparison  with  last  year's  tables  shews  a  decrease  of  six 
teachers  of  the  first,  and  two  of  the  aecond  class  males,  and  three 
of  the  second  and  third  class  females,  and  an  increase  of  four  of  the 
third  class  maltn,  and  three  of  the  third  females. 

The  profesHiona]  status  of  the  staff  collectively  is  shewn  in  the 
foUowing  classification  : 

WIKTEB   TEBH. 

No.  of  superior  teachers  employed 10 

"    good  •*  "         35 

"     ordinary      "  "  35 

"     poor  "  "  30 

mnfMXB  TKBM. 

No.  of  superior  teachers  employed 12 

"    good  "  "         35 

"     ordinary      "  "  33 

"    poor  "  "         32 

The  gross  recmpts  of  t«achere  during  the  year  amounted  to 
919,104,  and  were  obtained  from  the  following  sources,  provincial 
graat,  winter  term,  $4632 ;  summer  term,  S4710 ;  county  fund, 
winter  term,  S29d5 ;  aummer  term,  S29d5 ;  sectional  aasesEment, 
winter  term,  S1203 :  summer  term,  S2659. 

School  AlUndawx, — Aceor^Qg  to  the  A  abstracts  there  are  4813 
children  in  this  county,  between  the  ages  of  5  and  15.  Of  thess 
during  the  winter  term  4437  pupils  (2549  boys  and  1888  ffi\»). 
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were  registered ;  and  4774  (2572  boys  and  2202  girls)  during  the 
summer  term — summing  iip  a  grand  total  attendance  of  309,235 
davs  for  the  winter  term,  and  377,857  days  for  the  summer  term. 
The  total  authorized  teaching  days,  schools  were  in  session  during 
the  winter  and  summer  t«rm  amounted  to  12081  davs  for  the 
fermer  and  11617  davs  for  the  latter. 

A  few  improvemeuts  and  additions  have  been  made  in  school 
ihmiture  and  apparatus.  In  several  instances  Trustees  have 
allowed  these  school-room  essentials  to  get  out  of  repair.  Eate 
payers  are  frequently  more  culpable  in  this  respect  than  Tnistees. 
It  is  difficult  for  Trustees  when  they  are  out  of  funds  to  keep  a 
flchool-room  in  proper  working  order. 

Full  details  relating  to  support  and  expenditure  are  given  in  the 
A  and  B  abstracts. 

The  number  of  pupils  receiving  instruction  in  what  the  Ger- 
mans call  the  BrodwissenchftfUn^  which  may  be  translated  into  the 
hrtad  and  butUr  branches  of  education,  appears  in  the  follo\ring 
classification  : 

WLNTEE   T£BM« 

No.  of  pupils  taught  English  reading 4046 

"         "  "       writing , 2814 

"         "  "       arithmetic 2794 

SUMMER  TERM. 

Nq.  of  pupils  taught  English  reading 4259 

"         "  "       writing 2814 

"       arithmetic 2794 

Of  tlie  advanced  branches,  during  the  summer  term,  British 
American  and  British  History  were  tAught  in  58  schools  ;  compo- 
sition, in  27  ;  chemistry,  in  11 ;  Latin,  in  7  ;  algebra,  in  49  ;  and 
geometry,  in  20. 

During  the  winter  term  594  pupils  received  instruction  in 
British  American  History :  396  in  British  History  :  1 56  in  com- 
position; 59  in  chemistry;  147  in  algebra,  and  149  in  geometry. 

Schools  are  kept  too  long  in  session  each  day.  I  have  always 
reccommended  Trustee*  and  Teachers  to  confine   children  €ff  7 
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years  and  under  that  age  to  one  recitation  in  the  forenoon,  and 
another  in  the  afternoon, — and  to  give  them,  especially  in  the 
summer  season,  the  benefit  of  outside  air,  light,  and  play  during 
the  rest  of  the  day. 

Physical  education  is  almost  entirely  neglected  as  an  exercise 
of  the  school-room.  It  was  a  favourite  remark  of  a  literary 
colossus  whose  fame  is  co-extensive  with  civilization,  that  "to 
cultivate  ftilly  and  harmoniously  our  physical  organization  will 
enable  us  not  only  physically  but  intellectually  to  energize  longer 
and  stronger  without  painful  effort." 

Half  an  hour  devoted  daily  to  military  drill  would  not  in  any 
way  reduce  the  quantity  or  quality  of  instruction  usually  acquii'ed 
by  the  pupils  of  our  public  schools.  Well  known  to  all  are 
the  magical  results  which  this  system  has  produced  on  the  conti- 
nent of  Europe  in  a  kingdom  which  in  a  few  years  has  risen 
from  a  condition  of  subordination  bordering  upon  vassalage,  to  be 
now,  as  its  chief  statesmen  arrogantly  claim,  a  leader  in  the  van  of 
modern  civilization. 

Inipecticn  of  Schools. — The  minutest  statistic  details  required  in  the 
prescribed  *' Notes  of  Inspection*'  are  obtained  during  my  pemi-annual 
professional  visits.  Much  valuable  information  is  thus  obtained  and 
utilized  in  the  subsequent  examination  of  returns. 

Schools  are  also  subjected  to  a  thorough  examination  in  all  the  branches 
which  are  professed  to  be  taught.  These  public  reviews,  especially  when 
Trustees  and  other  visitors  are  present,  have  a  highly  beneficial  effe.;t 
upon  schools  which  happen  to  be  under  the  superintendence  of  teachers 
who  take  pride  in  doing  well  "whatever  their  hand  flndeth  to  do.*^ 
Official  visits  produce,  however,  no  change  for  the  better  in  schools  taught 
by  drones  who  are  stolidly  indifferent  to  every  school  matter,  except  the 
payment  of  their  salaries. 

In  England,  teachers'  allowances  from  the  public  treasuries  depend 
upon  Inspectors'  reports.  Without  presuminp^  to  inquire  into  the  feasi- 
bility of  adopting  such  a  system  in  Nova  Scotia — your  attention  may  be 
called  to  the  anomalous  position  in  which  some  members  of  the  profes- 
sion are  placed.  According  to  the  present  system,  a  teacher  who  is 
utterly  regardless  of  his  professional  reputation  is  entitled  to  draw  as 
largely  from  the  provincial  and  county  funds,  as  one  who  devotes  his 
undivided  talents  and  energies— both  of  which  may  be  of  a  high  onler — 
to  the  multifarious  exercises  of  the  school-room* 
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Examiruition  of  Teachers. — The  public  F«mi-annual  examinations  were 
laigely  attended.  Tlie  Board  of  Kxaminers  are  entitled  to  the  highest 
credit  for  the  skill  shewn  in  the  choice  of  questions  at  the  last  examina- 
tion. The  most  arj(u&-eyed  deputy  will  frequently  fail  to  detect  the 
surreptitious  use  of  priTat*  notes  when  mixed  up  with  the  usual  papers 
by  a  dexterous  manipulator.  But  at  the  last  examination,  notes  would 
hare  been  an  encumbrance  and  no  benefit.  To  answer  the  questions 
proposed,  a  general  knowledge  of  the  subject  was  required. 

It  is  still  my  impression  that  the  viva  voce  element  should  be  combined 
with  the  present  system,  and  that  general  information  and  excellence  in 
Snglish  reading  should  count  among  the  leading  requisites.  According 
to  the  present  system,  mere  boys,  inexperienced  and  possibly  **  marvel- 
loosly  ignorant"*  in  every  other  respect,  may  be  crammed  to  imss  a  fair 
examination  in  all  the  branches  prescribed  in  the  syllabus, — while 
veterans  who  have  become  renerable  in  the  service,  classical  scholars  and 
first  class  mathematicians,  fail  to  pass,  because  tliey  do  not  happen  to  be 
posted  in  such  non-essentials  as  "parsing  in  tabular  forms**  or  lately 
adopted  metliods  of  analysis. 

Hif/h  Sc/'Oo!s.— The  absence  of  high  schools  is  severely  felt.  Until 
borne  facilities  are  offered  for  the  acquisition  of  the  higher  English 
branches,  the  ancient  classics,  and  the  elements  of  French,  the  young 
men  of  this  county  cannot  hope  to  compete  successfully  with  the  trained 
gladiators  of  otlier  counties.  To  empower  the  School  Commissioners  to 
apportion  the  academy  grant  for  the  establishment  of  high  schools,  would, 
I  am  convinced,  be  most  favourably  regarded. 

School  Commisstoneri. — The  services  performed  by  these  gentlemen  are 
arduous  and  frequently  most  annoying.  No  compensation  is  allowed  to 
them  for  their  time  or  travelling  fees.  To  be  present  at  the  last  meeting, 
some  of  the  Commissioners  had  to  travel  sixty  miles  at  a  most  inclement 
season  of  the  year,  over  roads  rendered  almost  impassable  by  mud  and 
deep  ruts — involving  an  ex])enditure  of  money,  and  of  time  to  tlie  extent 
of  three  days,  "  pro  bono  publico."  The  Commissioners  are,  with  few 
exceptions,  professional  men.  As  such,  is  their  time  not  valuable  P  If 
io,  why  are  their  services  not  remunerated  ? 

With  respect  to  the   present  condition   of  education  in  this 

county,  it  may  be  said  that  while  **inuch  has  heen  done,  much 

remains  undone."    We  are,  however,  in  the  right  path  and  our 

march  is  t)nward.     We  hope  to  see  the  day  when  an  uneducated 

Kova  8cotian  will  be  as  rarely  met  with  as  an  uneducated  native 

of  the  New  England  States.     AMien  "  patrician   and   pleb   will 

regard  the  full  and  harmonious  development  of  all  their  faculties, 

corporeal  and  mental,   intellectual  and  moral,  as  paramount  to 

every  other  earthly  consideration.'* 

Very  respectfully, 
B»Y.  A.  S.  Hunt,  A.  M.,  J.  T.  GUNN. 

Supt.  Education 
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QUEENS  COUNTY. 

CuARLES  DuTF,  Inspe(*lor. 

Sib, — It  is  soarcijly  needful  for  nie  to  take  up  your  space  by 
going  over  the  stalistics  of  the  school  year,  which  may  ho  .se<Mi  at  a 
glance  by  referring  to  the  tables  furnished  and  printed  in  your 
Annual  Report.  I  regret  to  say  for  the  year  ending  Oclober3l8t» 
that  they  show,  in  some  particulars,  a  slight  decrease  compared 
with  those  of  the  previous  year.  That  this  decrease  is  temporary 
may  be  expected  from  the  fact  that  it  occurred  in  the  winter  term 
when  many  of  the  outlying  sections  usually  have  no  school,  and 
during  the  latter  i)art  of  which  the  extreme  severity  of  the  weather 
made  great  inroads  upon  the  attendance  of  all  our  sclu»ols.  And, 
although  elevtm  sections  in  the  county  had  no  school  during  any 
part  of  the  year,  some  of  these,  at  Port  Herbert  in  the  Southern 
and  Wellington  in  the  Northern  District,  hare  not  yt»t  bcn^n  in- 
duced to  have  schools  under  the  regulations  of  the  law ;  and 
others,  as  Great  Island,  Barss^s  Falls,  &c.,  are  so  few  in  popula- 
tion and  poor  in  means,  that  some  assistance  other  tlian  that  which 
is  now  provided  by  law,  is  needed,  in  order  to  put  them  into  proper 
working  condition.  I  regret  to  say  that,  in  one  or  two  instances, 
there  has  been  a  disposition  in  small  sections,  on  the  part  of  the 
majority,  to  block  the  wheels  of  the  educational  chariot,  and  thus 
prevent  advancement. 

On  the  other  hand,  our  wealthier  and  more  populous  se»"tions 
are  branching  out  and  endeavouring  to  overtake  the  increasing 
needs  of  the  rising  generation,  both  in  the  quantity  and  quality  of 
the  educational  products  which  they  furni«ih.  Port  ^fedway  has 
just  completed  the  second  very  neat  and  commodious  school -house 
to  meet  the  wants  of  its  most  distant  and  outlying  families.  Mill 
Village  is  likewise  feeling  the  pressure  of  a  similar  demand;  and 
both  Liverpool  and  Milton  abate  nothing  of  the  zeal  and  success 
with  which  thev  furnish  room  and  facilities  for  all  witliin  their 
limits. 

At  Port  Med  way,  Mr.  N.  T.  Baker,  with  years  of  experi»Mne  and 
marked  success  in  his  profession,  retains  his  place,  while  Messrs. 
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N.  Smith  (of  five  years  experience  in  the  same  section)  and  C.  D. 
Mack,  respectively,  come  fresh  to  their  charges  at  Milton  and  Mill 
Village.  The  Academy  at  Liverpool  continues  its  efficiency  under 
the  plodding  but  successful  leadership  of  Mr.  J.  W.  Wallace,  A.  B. 
Mr.  McKenzie  also  remains  in  the  preparatory  department,  though 
he  obtained  license  A  at  the  September  examination.  Two  excel" 
lent  and  experienced  female  teachers.  Misses  J .  B.  Waterman  and 
H.  Starrat,  for  several  years  employed  in  diiferent  departments 
oi  the  Academy,  took  their  leave  of  us  at  the  close  of  last  term. 
And  the  vac*ancies  are  filled  by  Misg  NorrLi  and  Miss  Whitman. 

In  my  official  visits,  I  found  teachers  generally  attentive  to  their 
vork,  and  in  but  very  few  cases  unsuccessful.  Subject  to  like 
passions  and  infirmities  as  other  human  beings,  they  were  not  in 
all  respects  perfe<-t.  A  failing  of  Uie  most  frequent  occurrence  in 
mixed  Schools,  I  found  to  be  t  ha  introduction  of  too  manv  readers 
and  reading  classes.  A  failing  I  have  called  this,  because  it  is 
too  often  the  result  of  a  parental  dcunand  which  the  teacher  suffers 
to  overpower  his  judgment,  and  it  is  oflen  difficult  to  say  on  which 
of  the  parties  the  greater  blame  should  rest  Then,  it  is  somewhat 
questionable  in  my  mind  whether  some  of  the  responsibility  does 
not  rest  with  the  Council  of  Fublio  Instruction  in  furnishing  so 
nomerous  and  heavily  laden  a  series  of  School  readers.  They  are 
ezceUent  sele<;tions  of  every  variety  of  style  and  composition,  but 
they  are  positively  ponderous  and  tend  to  distract  a  majority  of 
schools  rather  than  to  concentrate  their  attention  upon  and 
to  illustrate  to  them  the  art  of  reading.  I  simply  remark  this 
without  suggesting  any  change ;  for  it  is  often  better  to  endure  an 
imperfect  measure,  than  to  attempt  too  radical  a  change. 

Writing,  I  found  to  be  diligently  attended  to  by  the  pupils,  and  effici- 
ently taught  by  the  teachers.  But  in  this  branch  of  education  both  the 
teacher  and  pupils  have  excellent  aids;  the  former  in  Staples^ imsurpassed 
series  of  copy  books,  and  the  latter,  in  the  felt  need  on  the  part  of  many 
parents  who  discourage  their  children  by  making  light  of  other  branches, 
that  their  ability  to  write  and  to  read  vmting,  may,  on  vturious  occasions, 
be  useful  to  themselves.    Such  is  himi&n  nature. 

Arithmetic,  Grammar  and  Geography  suffer  various  draw-backs  such 
as  the  exi)ense  of  books,  and  the  uni>erceived  utility  of  them  on  the  part 
of  uneducated  parents.  I  greatly  regret  that  Singing  and  Draicing  are 
so  little  taught.  One  school  only,  in  tills  County,  reports  drawing,  namely, 
the  Preparatory  department  of  the  Academy;  and  out  of  2,186  different 
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pupils  that  have  attended  school  during  the  year,  only  5d4  are  reported  aa 
haying  been  taught  to  sing. 

Notwithstanding  what  I  have  stated  of  truth  concerning  a 
^arge  class  of  parents,  the  intrinsic  value  of  education  is  becoming 
daily  better  appreciated.  Sections  are  not  now  induced  to  rally 
their  children,  because  of  the  increased  amount  of  money  which 
they  receive  from  the  "county  fund"  on  account  of  the  larger 
attendance  of  pupils ;  they  see  and  feel  the  influence  of  education 
in  other  directions.  Too  great  a  number  of  parents,  however, 
entirely  neglect  the  education  of  their  children.  A  salutary 
lesson  on  compulsory  education,  teaching  them  that  they  have 
neither  the  right  nor  the  power  to  cast  an  ignorant  cUss  upon  the 
state  to  increase  pauperism  and  crime,  may  yet  be  needed  for  so 
chronic  an  ailment.  With  many  thanks  to  teachers,  Commis- 
sioners, yourself,  and  others  who  have  aided  me  in  striving  though 
very  imperfectly  to  forward  the  interest  of  so  great  and  good  a 
cause  as  that  of  education,  I  remain,  my  dear  sir, 

Tours,  very  truly, 
Bxr.  A.  S.  Hunt,  CHAHLES  DUFF. 

Superintendent  of  Education. 
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EEPORT  OF  THE  PEOVLSXIAL  NORMAL  SCHOOL, 


FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  OCTOBER  31ST  1872. 


Bet.  a.  S,  Hunt,  M.  A.,  ' 

Superintendent  of  Education, 

Sib, — The  following  report  of  the  Normal  School  for  the  year 
ended  October  31  st,  1 872,  is  respectfully  submitted. 

From  the  subjoined  tables  it  will  be  seen  that  forty-six  students 
ware  enrolled  each  term.  As  three  of  those  in  attendance  during 
the  winter  returned  and  are  included  as  students  of  the  summer 
term,  we  have  a  total  of  eighty-nine  different  students  for  the 
year.  This  is  not  quite  so  large  an  attendance  as  that  of  the 
previous  year,  the  difference  being  principally  in  the  number  of 
male  students.  Judging  from  the  numerous  applications  made  to 
me  for  teachers  of  this  sex,  it  would  seem  that  there  is  a  similar 
&lling  ofi*  in  the  profession  throughout  the  Province. 

The  general  average  of  scholarship  and  teaching  ability  of  the 
students  in  attendance  was  somewhat  in  advance  of  that  of  pre- 
ceding years. 

I  would  again  respectfully  urge  the  claims  of  the  Normal  School 
to  the  careful  consideration  of  the  conservators  of  the  public  interests. 
Every  country  possessing  any  approximation  to  a  well  ordered  educa- 
tional system  recognizes  the  absolute  necessity  of  Normal  Schools 
as  a  means  to  secure  practical  skill  in  teaching.  The  buildings 
and  general  equipments  of  those  institutions  are  in  accord  with 
the  importance  attached  to  the  grand  ends  subserved ;  they  are  at 
least  not  inferior  to  those  provided  for  other  public  interests. 
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One  of  the  finest  and  best  furnished  public  buildings  in  the  city  of 
Toronto  is  the  Provincial  Normal  School  for  Ontario,  costing  over 
S100,000.  At  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature  of  that  Pro- 
vince a  large  sum  was  provided  for  the  erection  of  anotht;r  Normal 
School.  This  demand  for  additional  accommodation  arises  from 
the  fact  that,  besides  various  inducements  to  attend  the  Normal 
School,  a  regulation  exists  by  which  only  its  graduates  can  com- 
pete for  first  class  license  without  having  previously  taught  for 
the  term  of  Rye  years  under  license  of  lower  grade. 

I  need  scarcely  add  that  the  foregoing  remarks  are  intended  to 
present  a  contrast.  Our  shabby  buildings  and  meagre  encourage- 
ment to  students  and  graduates  indicate  a  very  low  estimate  of 
the  end  contemplated,  and  to  a  disinterested  spectator  might 
seem  like  a  minimum  provision  which  a  grudging  hand  makes  for 
an  unworthy  object. 

With  the  past  year  closed  our  old  arrangements  of  two  sessions 

in  the  year.     Und:}r  the  new  regime  on   which   we   have  now 

entered,  with  one  long  session,  I  trust  our  graduates  will  go  forth 

more  fully  prepared  for  their  important  and  noble  work  and  will 

commend  the  institution  more  fullv   to  the  coufideuce  of  the 

Province.    I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  CALKIN. 
Normal  School,  Truro,  Jan.  1873. 
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NAMES  OF  STUDENTS— CLASSIFICATION,  Sec. 


Kamk. 


Sarah  Calkin 

Adeline   Blancliard... 
SlizHbeth  M.  Crook... 

Grace  McLean 

Helen  RiitlilK)ne , 

Faomie  Wilson 

Janet  Mcintosh 

Nancy  Faulkner 

Eva  Stewart 

Bose  11.  D.  Morrison.. 

Bachel  Salter 

Buaan  Mcl^^in 

Francis  Blnir 

Mary  McClurc 

Seaaie  McGillyray 

Harriet  McLean 

Magfi^'  McGilhTay... 

Mar}' K  Johnf^n 

Mary  A.  lA)gan 

Jane  Heller 

ffliza  Mclean 

Magfi^e  A.  McKeown 
Susie  H.  Leadbetter.. 

'Ellen  Burke 

Mattie  Cunningham.. 

Laura  Kaulback 

Janie  Davison 

Jessie  McKay 

Eliza  Mar^slmll 

Esther  Normandy 

Mary  C.Smith 

Louisa  Robinson 

Bosina  Lloyd 

Thomas  Malcolm 

James  K.  McClure 

Benjamin  Marshall... 

Kelson  Freeman 

Boderick  McKay 

Augustus  DougUs 


CotTHTV. 


Colchester 

do 

Halifax 

Pictou 

Kinjjf*s 

Inverness 

Halifax 

Hants 

Lunenburg 

Colchester 

Cumberland.... 
Guysborough... 

Colchester 

do 

Pictou 

Cumberland.... 

Pictou 

Colchester , 

Halifax 

do 
Cumberland.... 

Annax)olis 

Queen's 

do 
Guysborough^. 

Lunenburg 

Cumberland.... 

Colchester....... 

do 

i>ig^y 

Cumberland.... 

Kinfi:*8 

SheU)ume 

Colchester 

do 

do 

Queen's 

Pictou 

Hants....  


Normal  Scboor     Prorlnclal 
Diploma.  Licenpe. 


Superior,  74 
Fair,  42 
Good,  ^ 

do    74 
Fair,  44 
Good,  53 
Fair,  40 
Good,  55 
Fair,  43 
Good,  09 

do    73 
Fair,  47 
Good,  53 

do    59 

do    52 

do    58 

do    GO 
Fair,  42 
Superior,  78 
Good.  01 

do    05 
Not  Classed 
Good,  (i2 

do    70 
Not  Classed 
Fair,  48 

do  47 
Good,  00 

do    55 

do    52 
Fair,  35 
Not  Classed 
Good,  50 

do    51 


do 
do 
do 
do 


52 
53 

74 


Fair,  44 
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Hub. 

CODHTI. 

Monnitl   Soboo 

PrerlBd* 

Hant» 

flood.  fiO 

Qood.  59 
do     Til 

Pftir, « 

Qond,  59 

do  60 

Chriatoplur  McRbj. 

AleiFUiilMC.  McDaOttliL... 
Malcolm  McLeod 

do 
do 
do 
Pictou 

■Wm.  a.PraMf 
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VnryXlphiuii 

lUbeeca  SondnsoD 

Stiia  idJion 

MuryHitfpell 

BuMnntt  Pears..., 

Buby  DauslaSi 

ilitrtha  Densmore 

Bftcbara  McKay 

Adelaide  McLwiii 

VinniR  Archibald 

Ci»mftHaii(t8 

ilary  Jackaon 

Banib  Calkin 

Harriet  Archibald 

Delena  Ciird 

Sathpr  Qillard 

Henrietta  Creed 

Chnatie  (jlilsholiii 

Grace  HcLoaii. 

iliWTie  Hamilton. 

HarthaBoyd 

Annie  McDonald 

Smma  A  Layton 

Beaiie  Oraham. 

Hra.  "Walter  Saunden.... 

Miuy  McClure 

Harriet  Archibald 

Buian  J.  Sihiey 

Mary  Buniette 

Alejcnndpf  Mtihone. 

Caldwell  J.  Wast 

Soderick  Ferguson 

Chulee  Richardson 

K>rman  Cunnimtham.... 

Alex>inrler  MtPhiul 

Kiclmrd  nainilton........ 

Alfred  D.  Brown 

^kerN.  Bitlcon) 


.  Haute 

.  Ifewfoundland.. 

.  Cumberland 

.  QuyBborough 

.PictJU 

Colcheiiter 

.  Shelbnme. 

.  Cumliprland. 

Halifai 

Kinti'* 

.  ColtrheBter. 

[[ftlifai 

,  Cdlcheatw 

do 
do     ' 

,  Rirhmood 

.  [lalifaK 

.\Titif;nniBh 

.  Inverneas 

.  Colcbetter 

.  AnaapoUa 

do 


..  Fair,  44 
.Vot  Clatned 
Qood,IM 
..  Sat  Classed 

Kair,  44 

..  flood,  fW 

h'air,  48 

.,  flood.  (B 

do   m 

do    fl3 

do    57 

do    71 

..  Snperior,  7!> 

Good,  85 

do    Rl 


do    .W 
,.  Sopprior,  71) 

..  Sot  Cl.lBMtd 

..  flood,  (17 

do    ftl 
Superior,  77 
..      do    7(i 
..  Sot  Claiwed 
..  Good.  59 
..  Not  Clwaad 

do 

do 
Superior,  81 
..  Good.  fl2 
..      do    70 
..  Superior.  7B 

.k    7(5 

..Fair,  .17 

..  Superior.  70 

.,      do    SO 

Oood.  GS 
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Kaks. 


COUKTT. 


Ltmert  Stevens Cumberland. 

Wm.  McLennan iColchester ... 

Lunenburg.. 

InverneBS.... 


Iiaac  Mossman. 

Archibald  McPhail. 

James  W.  Smith 'Colchester. 


do 


James  W.  Ellis. 

Walter  W.Saunders King's. 

Henry  Reid ICumberland 


NonnKl  School 
Diploma. 


Superior,  78 
Good.  72 

do    52 
Fair,  30 
Good,  67 
Superior,  82 
Not  Classed 

do 


ProTindal 
Licenae. 
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BOARD  OF  SCHOOL  COMMISSIONERS 


70B   TIIB 


CITY  OF  HALILAX. 


1871-2. 


(6  ^airman. 
ANDREW  M.  UNIACKE.  Esq.,  D.O.L. 

]i)iu-€^Buman. 
VERY  REV.  MICHAEL  HANNAN,  D.D. 


VERY  REV.  DEAN  BUXLOCK,  D.D. 
AUGUSTUS  W.  WEST,  Esq. 
DANIEL  CRONAN,  Esq. 
LAWRENCE  G.  POWER,  Esq. 
REUBEN  I.  HART,  Esq. 
ALDERMAN  McGULLOCH. 

WYLDE. 

DUGGAN. 

BLACKADAR. 

GRAHAM. 

ROOME. 


.^> 
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BOARD  OF  SCHOOL  COMMISSIONERS 


FOB  THB 


CITY  OF  HALIFAX. 


1872-3. 


JAMES  THOMSON,  Esq. 

9ke-€^ainttBn. 
VERY  REV".  MICHAEL  HANNAN,  D.D. 


VERY  REV.  DEAN  BULLOCK,  D.D. 
AUGUSTUS  W.  WEST,  Esq. 
DANIEL  CRONAN,  Esq. 
L,  G.  POWER,  Esq. 
R.  I.  HART,  Esq. 
ALDERMAN  McCULLOCH. 

"  SMITH. 

"  ACKHURST. 

*'  BLACKADAR. 

«  GRAHAM. 

**  VAUX. 
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STANDING  COMJirrTEES 


OF 


Board  of  School  Commissioners,  City  of  Hal'fax, 

From  \st  November,  1872,  to  \st  November ,  1873. 


JAMES  THOMSON,  Esquibe, 
Chairman  of  the  Board  and  ex-officio  on  ail  Committeee, 


FINANCE  COMMITTEE, 

Alderman  Blackadar,  Chairman, 
Augustus  W.  West,  Esijuire. 
Alderm&n  Yaux. 
Daniel  Cronan,  Esquire. 
Aldornuin  Smith. 

ON  TEACHERS. 

Very  Eev.  M.  Ilannan,  D.D. 

Cliairman, 
Yerj  Kev.  Dean  Bullock.  D.D. 
Alderman  Ackhurst. 
Alderman  Blackadar. 
Lawrence  0.  Power,  E:iquire. 
Alderman  McCulloch. 

SCHOOL  SITES  AND  SCHOOL 
BUILDINGS, 

Alderman  McCulloch,  Chairman, 
Aldeiman  Graham. 
Alderman  Smith. 
B.  I.  Hart,  Esquire. 
Augustus  W.   West,  Esquire. 
Lawrence  G.  Power,  Esquire. 

ON  PRINTING, 

Daniel  Cronan,  Esqr.,  Chairman, 
Alderman  Bla<*kadar. 
Alderman  Smith. 


VISITING   COMMITTEE, 

NORTH    DISTBICT. 

Very  Eev.  M.  Hannan,  D,D. 

Clmirman, 
Augustus  W,  "West,  Esquire. 
Alderman  Vaux, 
Alderman  Graham. 
Alderman  Blackadar. 

VISITING  COMMITTEE. 

CENTRAL  DISTRICT. 

Alderman  Ackhurst,  CJiaifman, 
Daniel  Cnman,  Esquire. 
A  Iderman  M cCulloch. 
Alderman  Smith. 
Lawrence  G.  Power,  Esquire. 

VISITING  COMMITTEE. 

SOUTH  DISTRICT. 

Very  Eev.  Dean  Bullock,  D.D. 

Chairman, 
Alderman  Smith. 
Alderman  McCulloch. 
R.  I.  Hart,  Esquire. 
Lawrence  G.  Power,  Esquire. 
Alderman  Ackhurst. 


J.  E.  WUiLIS, 

Sec^if  School  Committees. 
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OrriCE  OF  School  Commissioners, 

49  Geonjf  Strett, 

The  follovnng  extracts  from  the  laws  of  the  Province,  relating  to 
Public  EiliicAtioii,  together  with  subsequent  amondmeuts  thereto, 
and  the  report  of  the  Board  for  the  year  ended  Oct.  31st,  1872, 
are  herewith  published  for  general  information  together  with  the 
list  of  the  Commissioners  now  in  office. 


EXTRACTS   FROM  THE    ACT    RELATING  TO   PUBLIC  SCHOOLS  IX 

NOVA    SCOTIA. 


CITY    OF    HALIFAX. 

49.— The  schools  in  the  City  of  Halifax  shall  be  managed  as  follows: 

(1.)  Tlie  city  shall  be  one  school  section,  and  the  Governor  in  Council 
shall  appoint  a  Board  of  Commissioners  for  the  city,  which  shall  consist 
of  twelve  meml)ers,  two  of  whom  shall  be  resident  in  eacli  wanl ;  but  in 
the  case  of  a  vacancy  occurrim;,  such  vacancy  may  be  filled  by  a  selection 
from  any  ^)art  of  the  City ;  and  such  B  )ard  shall  be  a  cori>orrtto  body,  and 
may  exercise  all  the  powers  jjiven  to  trustees  under  the  act,  and  perform 
all  the  duties  imi>osed  on  trustees  by  the  same. 

(2.)  The  Board  of  Commissioners,  under  the  clause,  shall  take  all 
necessary  steps  to  ])rovide  sufficient  school  accommodation,  tmd  shall 
furnish  semi-annually  to  the  Superintendant  of  Education  a  report  of 
their  proceedin^js  under  this  act ;  also  returns  of  all  schools  subject  to 
their  control,  and  a  statement  of  the  appropriation  of  all  monies  received 
and  expended  by  them  under  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

(3.")  The  Board  of  Commissioners  are  authorized  to  co-operate  with 
the  Goveminpf  Body  of  any  city  school,  on  such  terms  as  to  the  Board  shall 
seem  rifi^ht  and  proi)er,  so  that  the  benefits  of  such  school  may  be  as 
general  as  circumstances  will  permit ;  and  in  such  cases  the  Board  may 
make  allowance  to  such  Schools  out  of  the  funds  under  their  control  as 
shall  be  deemed  just  and  equitable.  But  no  public  fumls  shall  be  granted 
in  support  of  any  school  unless  the  same  be  a  free  school. 

(4.)  On  request  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  s]>ecifyinc:  the  amount 
required,  in  addition  to  the  sums  provided  from  the  Provincial  treasury  for 
the  yearly  support  and  maintenance  of  the  school  s  under  their  clirt  r^e.  the  CitT 
Council  shall  tie  authorized,  and  are  hereby  required,  to  add  a  sum  sufll- 
cient,  after  d(*ductinpr  cost  of  collection  and  proliable  loss,  to  yield  the 
sum  so  specified  by  the  Board  to  the  general  assessment  of  the  city,  to  be 
levied  and  collected  from  the  inhabitiuts  thereof,  which  sura  shall  be 
paid  quarterly  by  the  City  Treasurer  to  the  said  Board,  upon  the  written 
order  of  the  chairman  or  vice-chairman. 

(5.)  Tlie  objects  to  be  provided  for  by  the  Board  of  Commissioners  out 
of  the  sum  so  assessed  shall  be  the  salaries  of  teachers  and  assistants,  and 
of  the  Secretary  t>  the  Bianl,  the  leasinix  of  lands  and  buildinq^s  for 
achool  purposes^  the  repairing  and  improving  of  grounds  imd  buildings, 
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the  cleaning,  fuel,  and  insurance  of  school  houses,  the  purchase  of  pres- 
cribed school-books,  the  interest  payable  on  debentures  issued  by  the 
Board,  and  all  other  expenses  required  in  the  due  execution  of  the  differ- 
ent powers  and  trusts  vested  in  the  said  Board  by  this  act 

(6.)  The  Board  of  Commisssoners  shall  have  power  to  select  and  to 
purchase  sites  for  school  buildings,  and  shall  have  power  to  borrow  money 
for  the  purchase  of  the  same ;  as  also  for  the  purchase  or  erection  of  build- 
ings, the  improvement  of  school  gn^indg,  and  the  purchase  of  suitable 
furniture  and  apparatus  for  scbooU  under  their  charge. 

^7)  To  enable  the  Commissioners  to  borrow  money,  they  may  issue 
deoentures,  in  such  form,  and  for  such  sums  as  they  may  decide  upon 
payable  with  interest  in  twenty-five  years  Irom  the  date  thereof,  free  from 
taxation ;  said  debentures  to  be  a  charge  on  the  City  of  Halifax,  and  the 
interest  thereon  to  be  paid  every  six  months,  and  to  be  included  in  the 
■um  specified  and  required  to  be  assessed  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  city 
••  aforesaid.  The  debentures  shall  be  sealed  with  the  seal  of  the  incor- 
porated Board,  and  ahsM  be  signed  by  the  chairman  and  counter^signed  by 
the  secretary. 

(8u)  The  Board  of  Commissioners  are  hereby  invested  with  the  title  of 
all  public  school  property,  real  and  personal,  within  the  city,  with  the 
exception  of  the  Halifax  Chrammar  School,  and  may  aell  or  dispose  of  the 
same,  or  any  part  of  the  same,  and  with  the  proceeds  may  purchase  new 
school-house  sites,  and  erect  new  school-houses,  in  such  places  and  at  such 
times  as  shall  be  deemed  most  expedient. 

(9.^  The  Commissioner  whose  name  shall  stand  first  on  the  list  of 
appointments,  shall  be  Chairman  of  the  Board,  in  his  absence  the  Com- 
murioner  next  on  the  list  present  shall  act  as  Chairman,  and  the  Commift-. 
fAaaen  shall  appoint  their  own  Secretary,  and  fix  his  salary. 

(10.)  The  provisions  of  this  act,  except  as  in  the  said  act  provided, 
•hall  apply  to  the  City  of  Halifax ;  but  the  pupils  of  one  ward  shall  be 
entitled  to  school  privileges  in  any  other  waid. 


INSrRANCE  OF  SCHOOL-HOUSES. 

60.    The  trustees  in  the  several  counties,  and  the  Board  of   Com- 
miadonera  in  Halifax,  are  authorized  to  effect  insurance  on  school-housea. 
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EXTBACTS 

nOM  AN  ACT  FUBTHEB  TO  AMEND   THE  ACT  FOB  THE  BETTBB  BNCOU»- 

AOBMENT  OF  EDUCATION. 


pMMd,  A.D.,  iser. 


CITY  OP    HALIFAX. 

6.  Every  male  person,  of  full  age,  haYin^f  been  resident  in  the  city 
MX  months  or  upwards  immediately  previous  to  tlie  levying  of  the  assess- 
ment in  any  year,  not  beings;  assessed  to  the  amount  of  one  dollar  for  the 
support  of  public  schools  in  respect  of  real  and  personal  property,  shall 
be  assessed  in  the  sum  of  one  dollar  for  the  support  or  such  schools 
durlmi:  the  year ;  but  the  City  Council  shall  have  the  power  to  exempt 
from  the  payment  of  such  assessment  any  i>er8on  whom  they  may  deem 
unable  to  pay  tlie  same ;  and  upon  the  production  to  the  preeidinij  officer 
of  the  receipt  for  such  payment  the  nolder  thereof  shall  be  entitled  to 
vote  for  Mayor  and  Alderman  at  any  electiou  in  the  Ward  wherein  such 
party  resides,  for  the  year  wherein  such  payment  shall  liave  been  made. 

6.  The  words  **  real  and  personal  property  within  the  county,  of  th» 
residents  of  the  section,"  in  the  third  clause  of  the  Act  of  18(M>,  to  amend 
the  Act  for  the  better  encouraf^ement  of  Education,  applies,  and  shall  b» 
understood  to  apply  to  property  lying  in  the  city  of  Halifax,  the  owner 
whereof  resides  in  Dartmouth  or  other  school  section  in  the  county ;  and 
the  words  **  to  be  levied  and  collected  from  the  inhabitants  thereof,"  in 
clause  19  (4)  of  the  said  Act,  applies,  and  shall  l>e  understood  to  apply,  to 
property  lying  in  the  county,  the  owner  whereof  resides  in  the  city ;  and 
on  the  payment  of  the  required  fee,  the  City  Assessor  shall  furnish  to  the 
Trusteeis  of  Dartmouth,  or  other  school  section,  and  tlie  Clerk  of  the 
Peace  for  the  county  shall  famish  to  the  City  Assessor,  the  information 
necessary  in  order  to  give  effect  to  this  provision.  Any  person  who  may 
have  been  assessed  both  in  the  city  or  in  Dartmouth,  or  other  school 
flection,  in  respect  of  the  same  property,  shall  he  entitled  to  receive  back 
the  amount  paid  by  him  either  in  the  City  or  in  Dartmouth,  or  ether  school 
section,  as  the  case  may  be,  in  accordance  with  the  foregoing  construction 
of  the  law. 

7.  The  Superintendent  of  Education  shall  be  empowered  to  pay  quar- 
terly,  to  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  the  grants  provided  by  law  for 
Teachers  and  Assistants  employed  in  the  city. 

8.  The  Board  of  Commissioners  for  the*  city  shall  be  empowered  to 
dispose  of  debentures  authorized  under  the  Act  hereby  amended,  at 
current  rates. 

9.  The  Board  of  Commissioners  for  the  city  shall  he  entitled  to  receive 
a  sum,  in  no  case  to  exceed  a  thousand  dollars  annually,  as  remuneration 
for  their  services ;  such  remuneration  to  be  apportioned  according  to  the 

Promptness  and   regularity  of  the  attendance  of  the  members  of  the 
>oard,  and  the  amoimt  of  labour  performed  by  each,  as  the  Board  mBy 
decide. 
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An  Act  to  amend  the  Act  for  the    better  encouragement  of  Education, 


(Pmsaod  September  21st,  1868.) 


Be  it  enacted  by  tlie  Governor,  Council,  and  Assembly,  as  follows : 

1.  The  Ck)Temor  in  Council  shall  appoint  seven  persons,  and  the  City 
Council  six  persons,  who  hIihU  constitute  a  Board  of  Comniissionprs  of 
Schools  in  the  City  of  Halifax*  and  such  Board  shall  be  a  cornontte  body, 
and  may  exercise  all  the  ]K)wer  pven  to  Trustees  under  and  ny  virtue  of 
the  Act  hereby  amended,  and  perform  all  the  duties  imx)osed  on  Trustees 
by  the  same. 

2.  The  Commissioners  shall  not  have  power  to  assess  the  City  for  any 
mater  sum  thsn  thirty-six  thousand  dollars  in  any  one  year,  without 
ue  on'^ent  of  the  Governor  in  Council,  given  at  the  request  of  said  Com- 
mifflioners. 

d.  The  Commissioners  shall  not  enter  into  any  contract  for  the  pur- 
chase of  any  land,  nor  for  tlie  erection  of  any  school-bnildiniy,  until  such 
eontract  has  been  submitted  to,  and  obtained  the  approval  of  the  Gover- 
■or  in  Council. 

4.  So  much  of  the  Act  hereby  amended  as  is  inconsistent  with  this  Act 
ii  xepealed. 
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An  Act  relative  to  Commissioners  of  Schools  for  the  City  of  Ualifax 


(Passed  the  10th  day  of  Jane^  A.D  ,  1869.) 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Goyernor,  Ck)uncil,  and  Assembly  as  follows : 

1.  On  the  first  of  November  next,  and  on  each  succeedinpj  first  day  of 
N'oveml»er  in  each  year  thereafter,  or  so  soon  after  the  first  day  of  Novem- 
ber as  convenient,  the  City  Council  of  Halifax  shall  select  and  appouit 
from  such  body  six  memliers,  of  whom  the  Mayor  may  be  one,  to  be  and 
act  as  Cimmissioners  of  Schools  for  the  said  City  in  conjunction  with  the 
€k)mmi8sioners  named  and  chosen  by  the  Government. 

2.  The  Commissioners  so  elected  by  the  City  Council  as  School  Com- 
missioners shall  hold  office  for  the  year  only,  and  an  equal  numlH3r  shall 
be  elected  annually  on  each  first  day  of  November  to  replace  the  School 
Commissioners  who  are  to  retire  from  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  and 
notliing  herein  contained  shall  prevent  the  re-election  of  retiring  Com- 
missioners by  the  City  Council. 

3.  On  the  first  day  of  N  »veml>er  next  the  six  Aldermen  who  were 
elected  by  the  City  Council  on  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  October  la.st  shall 
retire  from  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  Schools,  and  be  replaced  l)y  six 
Commissioners  to  be  selected  by  the  City  Council  in  accordance  with  the 
precedinf^  sections. 

4.  All  vacancies  occurrins^  by  any  means,  either  by  death,  retirement 
from  the  City  Council,  or  otherwise,  of  any  such  Commissioners  during 
the  current  year  after  selection,  shall  be  filled  as  soon  as  may  be  by  the 
Council. 

5.  All  portions  of  existing  laws  inconsistent  with  this  Act  are  hereby 
repealed. 
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REPORT  FOR  1872. 


Office  of  Commissioners  of  Sclods  for  tte  City  of  Halifai, 

49  George  Street,  15lh  November,  1872. 

To  the  Rev.  A,  S,  HUNT,  A.M., 

SuperiiUendent  of  Education  for  tfie  Ptvvince  of  Nova  Scotia, 

Sir,— 

In  laying  before  you  tho  Report  of  the  Commissioners  of 
Schools  for  the  City  of  Halifax  for  tlio  past  Educational 
year,  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  apologize  ior  its  character. 
As  a  matter  of  course,  during  the  first  years  of  the  existence 
of  the  Board,  the  Commissioners  havini;  to  introduce  and 
put  into  workirg  order  a  system  of  Public  Schools  for  our 
City,  in  which  nearly  everything — sites,  buildings,  books, 
teachers  and  general  method  of  working — was  altogether 
new,  found  a  great  deal  to  occupy  themselves,  and  not  a 
little  to  tell  the  public.  Now,  however,  that  the  machinery 
has  been  in  operation  for  a  resonably  long  time ;  that  the 
various  parts  of  the  system  have  become  adapted  to  one 
another,  and  that  errors  have  been  recognized  and  corrected 
— most  of  the  work  done  is  of  a  routine  character  and  not 
likely  to  l)e  very  interesting  to  the  public  at  large. 

During  the  year  ending  on  the  thirty-first  of  October  1872i 
five  of  our  lady  teachers  quitted  the  en^ployraent  of  the 
Board  ;  one — Miss  Barnaby,  late  principal  of  the  Acadian 
School — to  take  charge,  as  Vice-Principal,  at  an  increased 
salary,  of  a  large  school  at  Yarmouth;  and  the  other  four, 
to  rttire  into  domestic  life.  One  male  teacher,  Mr.  Dakin 
of  the  Albro  Street  School,  resigned  ;  and  his  place  has  not 
been  filled  up;  it  being  found  that  his  pupils  could  be  ad- 
vantageously divided  between  the  class  above  and  that  below 
his  own.  The  Three  Mile  House  School  has  been  closed. 
It  was  attended  almost  exclusively  by  children  living  be- 
yond the  city  limits,  who  were  consequently  without  the 
jurisoiction  of  the  Board,  and  for  whose  instruction  we  were 
not  responsible.  At  the  same  time,  the  Board  were  willing 
and  anxious  to  continue  the  school,  provided  only  that  some 


108  EDUCATION — HALIFAX  CITY   SCHOOLS. 

arran^ment  could  be  m>ule  with  the  Trustees  of  the  Section 
where  moat  of  the  pu[)il3  lived  ;  but  they  could  not  succeed 
in  even  *»etiint^an  answer  to  any  of  the  numerous  communica- 
tions addressed  to  that  body.  This  Veing  the  case,  the 
Commissioners,  feeling  that  it  would  be  unfair  to  ask  the 
citizens  to  continue  to  support  an  institution  towards  which 
the  parties  who  reaped  all  its  ben)&ts  w:)ald  contribute 
nothing,  closed  the  school  at  the  end  of  the  Winter  Term 
of  the  fast  year,  and  transferred  the  teacher,  Miss  Stanford, 
to  a  vacancy  at  Richmond.  Four  advlitional  teachers  have 
been  found  necessiry,  and  have  been  employed  in  the  new 
School  in  Lock  man  Street. 

Extensive  repairs  urider  the  supervision  of  the  Committee 
on  School  BuiMings  have  been  made,  during  the  past  educa- 
tional year,  at  the  Brunswick  Street,  National.  In^^lis  and 
Acadian  Schools.     Tl»e  basement  of  the  last  named  building 
has  been  altered  and  fitted  up  so  as  to  serve  as  a  plavroom 
for  the  child'^^^n  in  cold  or  stormy  weather.     All  tho  schools 
were  thoroughly  cleaned  and  whitew.ished  during  the  sum- 
mer vacation,  except  that  in  Albro  Street,  which,  owing  to 
certain  contemplated  alterations,  was  allowed  to  stand  over 
until  winter.     Two  roomy  and  well  equipped  gymnasiums 
— one  for  boys  and  the  other  for  girls — have  been  fitted  up 
in  the  basement  of  the  large  school  house  in  Morris  Street. 
These  are  attended  every  day  by  numbers  of  the  pupils, 
who  are  thus  enabled  to  enjoy  healthful  amusement  under 
such  regulations  an<l  supervision  as  ensure,  as  far  as  practi- 
cable, immunity  Irom  accident.    The  new  brick  schjol  house 
in  Lockman  Street,  close  by  Saint  Patrick's  Church,  was 
opened  for  the  admission  of  pupils  on  the  eighth  ot  April 
last.      Ten  rooms  were  at  that  time  thoroughly  equip{>ed 
with  desks  and  other  furniture  of  the  most  mo  lern  and  ap- 
proved description,  calculated  to  secure  the  comfort  of  teach- 
ers and  children.     The  people  of  the  neighborhood  seem 
to  have  been  particularly  sensible  of  the  advantages  offered 
by  tins  j-chool,  for,  in  a  few  weeks,  all  the  seats  were  occupied 
and  other  children  still  sought  admission.    The  Commission- 
ers then  caused  two  of  the  attic  rooms  to  be  so  altered  as  to 
fit  them  for  classes.     Both  are  now  full.     There  were,  during 
the  half  year  ending  on  the  thirty-first  of  October  l>^st,  786 
children  on  tho  registers  of  this  school,  with  an  average  at- 
tendance of  G27,  or  79  per  cent. 

The  school  in  the  Poors'  Asylum  has  been  supplied  with 
Dawdon  desks  and  seats,  instead  of  the  an  tiquated  and  clumsy 
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ones  before  in  use;  and  good  results  have    Iready  ioUowed 
fiom  the  chans^e.     This  school  will  not,  however,  he  in  a 

Eerfect'y   salisfactory    state  until  eflfectual  measures   shall 
ave  been  taken  to  ensure  ventilation. 

The  Commissioners  are  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that 
the  Albro  Street  School  has  very  much  '"mproved  during 
the  past  ye^r,  and  that  it  will  now  compare  lavorably,  both 
as  to  the  regularity  of  the  attendance  of  the  pupils  and  as 
to  their  progress,  with  the  other  City  Schools.  The  only 
cause  of  dissatistaction  now  existing  in  connection  with  this 
school  is  the  sUmm  heating  apparatus.  Tlie  Board  regret 
exceedingly  that  the  contractor  has  never  yet  put  it  into 
what  they  regard  as  proper  working  order;  an^t  they  have  felt 
themselves  compelled  to  abandon  the  idea  of  heating  the 
building  by  its  means.  Stoves  have  therefore  been  nlaoed  in 
all  the  rooms,  and  there  is  no  fear  that  the  pupils  will  be  driven 
away  by  the  cold,  as  they  were  last  winter  upon  more  oc- 
casions than  one. 

A  memorial  from  residents  in  the  noighborhood  of  the 
head  of  the  North  West  Arm  and  the  Dutch  Village,  with 
reference  to  a  school  in  that  vicinity,  is  now  before  the 
Board  for  consideration. 

New  regulations,  as  to  the  cleaning  service,  the  length  of 
notice  to  be  given  by  teachers  of  their  intention  to  resign, 
and  the  employment  of  substitute  teachers,  have  been 
adopted  during  the  year.  Those  regarding  the  cleaning 
service  are  appended  to  this  Report;  an* i  that  with  reference 
to  substitute  teachers  provids  that  a  list  of  six,  selected 
by  the  Committee  on  Teachers,  from  the  applicants  for 
employment,  and  approved  by  the  board,  shall  be  kept  in 
the  Office,  and  ihac  any  temporary  vacancy  shall  be  filled 
by  one  of  the  persons  named  in  this  list,  such  person  to  be 
chosen  by  the  Supervisor,  the  Chairman  of  the  Board,  or 
the  Chairman  of  the  Visiting  Committee  of  the  District  in 
which  the  vacancy  occurs. 

The  introduction  of  the  system  of  tickets  and  Certificates 
of  Merit  has  done  much  to  improve  and  advance  our  schools; 
and  the  public  presentation  of  these  Certificates  at  Temper- 
ance Hall  in  July  laet,  was  a  cheering  and  interesting 
ceremony,  and  was  it  is  hoped,  only  the  prelude  to  many 
others,  where  the  overcrowaing  and  conlusicn  which  some- 
what marred  its  success  will  be  absent. 

The  Board,  in  common  with  many  of  their  fellow-citizens, 
are  under  obligations  to  the  Naval  authorities  lor  coal  fur- 
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nished  during  the  scarcity  of  last  winter,  and  consumed  in 
the  Public  Schools. 

A[»pended  will  be  found  all  such  imlorraation  with  regard 
to  th^  schools  under  the  care  of  the  Board  as  will  be  likely 
to  interest  the  public,  and  with  a  few  remarks  upon  some 
of  the  statistics  I  shall  bring  this  Report  to  a  close. 

It  >yill  be  seen  that  the  totil  number  of  children  register- 
ed on  the  bonks  of  our  City  schools  during  the  last  hal 
year,  was  5339,  Wlien  we  add  the  pupils  and  students  of 
the  various  private  schools  and  colleges,  we  shall  have  al- 
together about  six  thousand  receiving  instruction.  Estimat- 
ing the  population  of  Halifax  at  thirty  thousand,  this  would 
give  us  one  person  at  school  out  of  every  five,  which  is,  it 
is  thought,  a  high  average.  There  is  in  our  existing  public 
schools  ample  accomodation  for  the  number  of  scholar's  now 
on  the  registers,  or  for  a  few  score  more,  and  consequent- 
ly the  Commissioners  feel  that,  unless  in  case  of  fire  or  other 
casualty,  they  are  not  likely  to  be  again  called  upon  to 
build  extensively.  No  doubt  repairs  will  be  almost  con- 
stantly needed,  and  alterations  will  be  sometiraes  called  for; 
but  all  the  most  necessary  alterations  have  already  suggest- 
ed themselves,  and  have  been  or  are  being  attended  to,  and 
such  extensive  repairs  have  been  made  during  the  past  year, 
that  it  is  hoped  but  little  will  have  to  be  spent  for  either 
purpose  for  some  years  to  come,  and  that  a  judicious  econo- 
my will  long  render  any  increase  of  the  school  assessment 
over  next  year's  estimate  unnecessary.  This,  no  doubt,  will 
be  welcome  news  to  the  tax-payers,  who  have  with 
some  concern  seen  the  expenditure  rise  from  $21,291.62  in 
18G6  to  $57,178  in  1871.  But  it  must  be  remembered  that 
the  number  of  registered  pupils  has  increased  almost  as 
rapidly— from  2670  in  1866  to  5339  in  1871— while  the 
teachers  employed  number  eighty-seven,  against  thirty-five 
in  the  former  year.  The  character  of  the  sch  jol  buildings 
and  furniture  has  also  vastly  improved,  and  our  City,  which 
seven  years  ago  stood  below  any  other  section  of  tiiis  Prov- 
ince in  regard  to  Common  School  Education,  need  not  now 
fear  comparison  with  any  other  portion  of  tho  Dominion. 
As  regards  buildings,  furniture,  method,  teachers  and  re- 
sults, we  are  now  in  a  position  of  which  the  metropolis  need 
not  be  ashamed,  and  the  cost  of  attaining  which  need  not  be 
regretted  by  any  friend  of  Halifax.  Nor  will  it  be  found 
that  tLe  expenditure  in  our  city  has  been  anything  extra- 
ordinary, if  a  comparison  is  made  with  other  cities.     To- 
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rente  expended  in  1870  $163,690  for  education ;  HamiUon, 
with  a  population  of  less  than  27,000,  spent  $56,629  ;  King- 
ston, with  15,000,  $44,038;  Ottawa,  with  25,000,  $50,638, 
and  London,  Ont.,  with  20,000,  $54,893.  The  average  an- 
nual cost  of  each  registered  pupil  in  Halifixx  was  $10.62. 
In  Boston  the  cost  of  each  to  the  rate-payers,  was  $42.86. 
No  doubt,  the  case  of  Boston  is  an  exceptional  one,  but  it 
goes  to  show  what  burdens  can  be  borne  voluntarily  for 
what  is  deemed  a  praiseworthy  object.  The  expense  to  the 
public  of  the  supply  of  books  and  stationery  averaged  last 
year,  thirty-three  and  one-half  cents  for  each  pupil.  When 
it  is  considered  that  the  Board,  (with  some  aid  from  the 
Provincial  Treasury  during  the  early  part  of  the  year),  fur- 
nished pens,  ink,  pencils,  slates  and  copy  books,  in  addition 
to  all  the  prescribed  school  books,  it  will  not  be  denied  that 
the  charge  is  a  moderate  one. 

The  cost  of  administration  for  the  past  year,  includincc 
Secretary's  salary,  Commissioners'  allowance,  and  oflSce  rent 
and  expenses  was  $2,396,  being  a  small  fraction  over  four 

Sr  cent,  upon  the  amount  expended  by  the  Board.  It  is 
It  that  it  will  bd  hard  to  point  out  even  a  private  under- 
taking where  the  expenses  of  administration  are  compara- 
tively smaller,  and  there  is  certainly  no  public  body  in  the 
Province,  doing  the  same  amount  of  work,  which  it  costs 
less  to  maintain. 

It  inust  not  be  imagined,  from  anything  that  has  been 
said,  that  our  schools  are  at  all  near  perfection,  or  that 
nothing  remains  to  be  done  by  the  Board  in  the  future.  It 
will  be  noticed  that  although  the  number  of  pupils  regis- 
tered is  satisfactory  and  encouraging,  as  showing  that  ac- 
commodation is  provided  for  all,  and  that  nearly  all  take 
more  or  less  advantage  of  the  provision  thus  made — yet  the 
average  daily  attendance  for  the  year  was  only  3342.5,  be- 
ing about  65.65  per  cent  of  the  whole  number  on  the  regis- 
ters. No  doubt  the  average  attendance  last  year  was  very 
much  diminished  by  the  dread  of  small-pox,  and  by  the  prev- 
alence of  whooping  cough,  especially  in  the  northern  portions 
of  the  City ;  but  still  it  has  never  been  higher  than  66.70 
per  cent  of  the  number  registered.  This  irregularity  of  at- 
tendance is  most  injurious  to  our  schools,  and  almost  fatal 
to  the  progress  of  the  children  who  are  habitually  absent ; 
and,  whether  owing  chiefly  to  the  negligence  of  parent*,  the 
idleness  and  recklessness  of  the  pupils  themselves,  or 
laxity  and  want  of  care  on  the  part  of  teachers,  calls  for  the 
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earnest  attention  of  the  Board,  who  will  not  have  rea«on  to 
be  satisfied,  or  to  feel  that  our  schools  are  what  the  citizens 
have  a  right  to  expect,  until  the  average  attendance  shall 
have  risen  to  seventy-five  or  eighty  per  cent. 

Another  unpleasantly  significant  fact — one  mainly  at- 
tributable to  a  mistaken  policy  on  the  part  of  parents  and 
guardians — is  that  there  are  on  the  registers  of  our  City 
Public  Schools  less  than  sixty  boys  over  fifteen  years  of  age, 
that  is,  that  only  one  boy  in  fifty  remains  at  school  after 
that  period.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that,  as  a  general 
rule,  the  higher  classes  are  somewhat  slimly  attended,  and 
that  advanced  studies,  even  in  English,  are  not  pursued  to 
any  great  extent.  It  will  be  the  duty  of  the  Board  to 
remecly  this  evil  as  far  as  possible,  and  not  to  rest  content 
until  the  age  of  the  pupils  shall  average  a  year  moro  than 
at  present. 

I  find  that  I  have  omitted  to  mention  the  fact  that  the 
Board,  finding  it  difficult  to  secure  or  retain  the  services  of 
competent  male  teachers,  and  taking  into  consideration  the 
increased  cost  of  living  in  Halifax  and  the  comparatively 
high  salaries  paid  elsewhere,  have  so  amended  two  of  their 
regulations  as  to  make  the  salaries  of  first  class  male 
teachers  range  from  five  to  seven  hundred  dollars  instead  of 
from  four  to  six  hundred,  ard  those  of  second  class  teachers 
from  four  to  five  hundre<i,  instead  of  from  three  hundred  and 
fifty  to  four  hundred  dollars  es  heretofore. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

A,  M.  UNIACKB, 
Chairman, 
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Supervisor's  Report. 

Slit  October,  1872. 

I  the  past  Tear,  I  made  oyer  300  TisiU  to  the  City  Schools,  and 
r  to  be  able  to  report  from  constant  observation  a  steady  and 
ked  improvement  in  most,  j^reater  order  prevailinfi^  amon^the 
id  more  attention  to  their  various  studies.  No  complaints  of 
eqnenoe  have  come  to  my  notice,  nor  has  anything  occurred  of 
nportanoe  to  bring  before  you.  The  teachers  in  your  employ, 
inilnile,  have  been  at  their  posts  during  the  prescribed  teach- 
r'  except  when  compelled  to  remain  away  in  eonseouence  of 
ttach  times  their  places  were  filled  by  others  Arom  the  list  of  ap- 
for  employment  and  the  duties  of  their  departments  suffered  no 
ioiL  Among  so  many,  i  he  instances  of  absence  fVom  the  above 
ire  few,  and  thes  call  as  might  have  been  expected,  happened  to 
le  teachers.  The  total  expenses  of  substitutes  alter  deductinf 
int  of  stoppage  from  the  salaries  of  the  regular  teachers  accox^ 
oar  rules  only  amounted  to  $230. 

anches  taught  in  the  senior  departments  include  those  under- 
affording  a  plain  Knglisn  Eciucation,  History,  Oeography, 
kigebra,  Geon^etry,  and  if  required  Navigation.    At  Richmond 

0  Street  Schools,  a  few  pupils  are  studying  Latin,  and  at  Bruns- 
Mt,  and  Morris  Street,  French.  The  proficiency  of  the  senior 
«ts  mav  be  assumed  a  fair  test  of  the  efficiency  of  graded 
m  a  whole,  and  from  the  results  exhibited  at  the  July  exam- 
with  one  or  two  exceptions,  the  Board  have  every  reason  to  be 
■ofar. 

appy  to  report  a  great  improvement  in  the  Albro  Street  School; 
regularity  of  attendance  and  general  progress  of  the  pupils  it 
pare  favorably  with  the  other  City  Scnools,  and  if  no  uutow- 
mstances  occur  to  prevent  it,  this  school  will  soon  occupy  the 
which  the  Board  have  a  right  to  expect. 

"erage  attendance  at  the  various  schools  for  the  past  term  !• 
t:— 

trick's...  627  Pupils  with  12  Teachers  average  to  each  52^ 
ry't 692  "  11  "  "         63Jt 

Street.  468  "  12  "  "89 

prick  St.  349  "  10  •*  •*         84^ 

Street...  345  "  10  "  "         34* 

1  Street  163  "  4  "  "         3^ 

al 74  "  2  "  "87 

ond 132  "  4  "  "83 

lal 143  "  4  "  "         351 

in 120  "  4  "  "         8(i 

nt 91  "  8  "  "801 

I'tHall..    66  "  2  "  "88 

60  "  2  **  >*  26 

45  "  1  *'  ^*  46 

trial 43  **  1  "  "  41 

A«ylum.  88  "  2  "  "  19 

Jtreit......  25  "  1  *'  "26 

Arm 40  "  1  "  "  40 

beURoad.  U  "  1  "  "  H 
8 
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Some  of  the  departments  maybe  considered  as  inconveniently  crowd- 
ed. I  may  especially  mention  the  two  junior  classes  of  St  Blary's 
Boys*  School  taueht  l^  Messrs.  GriiBn  and  0*Heam,  who  have  on  their 
Begisteis  79  and  91  respectively.  The  other  rooms  in  the  different 
schools  are  not  overcrowded.  You  have  provided  accomodation  for 
some  5400  pupils,  ample  for  some  time,  for  all  ^%,  x^uirements  of  tfaa 
Common  Schools, 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitteiL 


J.  K.  ROUSSELLE, 

Superviior  Cfk^  Schoob 
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HOLIDAYS   AND   VACATIONS. 


Regnlations  prescribed  by  theCouncil  of  Public  Instruction  under  Vie  aui/iority 
of  Vie  **  Act  for  the  better  Encouragement  of  Education,^ 


HOLIDAYS. 

1.  The  Queen's  Birth  Day,  Anniversary  of  the  settlement  of  Halifax, 
Proclaimed  Thanks^ving  Day,  and  Good  Friday. 

2.  When  for  any  cause  the  Board  of  Commissioners  shall  deem  it 
advisable  that  any  prescribed  Teaching  day  should  be  ^iven  as  a  lioliday, 
the  school  or  schools  may  l^e  kept  in  session  on  the  Saturday  of  the  week 
in  which  such  holiday  has  been  cfiven,  and  such  Saturday  shall  be  held  in 
all  respects  a  legal  teaching  day. 

3.  When,  owing  to  illness,  or  for  any  other  just  cause,  a  Teacher  has 
been  absent  from  school  a  number  of  prescribed  teaching  days,  the  Board 
of  Commissioners  may  allow  such  lost  days  to  be  made  up  to  the  number 
of  six  during  any  term  by  teacliing  on  Saturdays — But 

4.  No  school  shall  be  Kept  in  session  more  than  Jive  days  i>er  week  for 
any  two  consecutive  weeks. 

5.  Nor  shall  any  teacher  teach  more  than  Jive  days  per  week  on  the 
average  during  the  period  of  his  or  her  actual  employment  in  any  term. 


VACATIONS. 


1.  There  sliall  be  a  Christmas  Vacation  of  ten  days,  the  same  being 
week  days  otlier  than  Saturdays. 

2.  There  shall  be  an  Easter  Vacation  of  three  days,  the  same  being 
week  days  other  than  Saturdays. 

3.  There  shall  be  a  Summer  Vacation,  at  sucli  time  as  the  Board  may 
determine,  of  twenty-five  days,  the  same  being  week  days  other  than. 
Saturdays. 
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Instructions  of  the  Supervisor  of  City  Schools. 


To  yiait  the  rarious  schools  once  or  twice  in  each  month — or  oftener 
when  directed  by  the  Commissioners. 

To  Examine,  or  be  present  at  the  Examination  of  some  of  the  Classes 
at  each  visit ;  and  such  risit  to  be  not  less  than  one  hour,  nor  more  than 
three  at  a  time. 

To  make  such  suggestions  to  the  Teachers  as  he  may  consider  desirable 
as  to  the  branches  to  be  taught,  the  method  of  teaching,  the  enforceiuent 
of  order,  discipline,  cleanliness,  and  a  more  punctual  attendance  of  the 
children. 

To  place  before  the  Board  at  their  semi-monthly  meetings  detailed 
reports  of  the  state  of  each  school  as  found  on  the  occasion  of  yisitii^. 
These  details  to  be  filled  up  under  rarious  headings  in  a  book  kept  at  the 
office. 

To  have  a  right  to  examine  the  Registers  and  to  ask  such  questions  in 
reference  to  the  Schools  as  he  may  think  desirable,  to  enable  bim  to  fulfil 
the  duties  of  his  office. 

Wheneyer  any  action  requires  to  be  taken  promptly  in  reference  to  any 
of  the  Schools,  he  is  to  be  guided  by  the  directions  receired  from  the 
School  Visitors  of  that  section  of  the  ci^,  or  from  a  majority  of  them. 

To  satisfy  himself,  as  far  as  practicable,  that  the  Schools  have  been 
taught  the  specified  time  each  day,  and  that  the  Teachers  hare  been  in 
attendance  at  the  hours  prescribed  for  the  commencement  of  School 
duties. 

To  be  prepared  to  perform  any  other  duties  in  connection  with  the 
Schools,  or  the  business  of  the  Conunissioners  which  they  may  assign  to 
him  from  time  to  time. 


COMMISSIOITEBS*  B£POBT.  117 


Instructions  to  Teachers  in  the  Public  Schools 

of  Halifax  City. 


1.  All  tenchers  are  requested  to  make  themselyes  familiar  with  the 
Acts  of  the  Province  relative  to  Education,  the  amendments  thereof,  and 
all  such  instructions  as  may  be  issued  from  time  to  time  by  the  Board  of 
School  Commissioners. 

2.  The  Schools  shall  open  at  9.30  a.  m.,  and  close  at  3.30  p.  m.,  with 
an  intermission  of  one  hour  in  ercry  day  between  12  and  2  p.  m. 

3.  Teachers  and  their  assistants  are  requested  to  be  in  their  respective 
school  houses  at  least  30  minutes  before  the  time  specified  for  l>e^inning 
studies,  and  to  open  their  class  rooms  for  the  reception  of  pupils,  subject 
to  all  the  rules  of  order  for  school  hours,  as  soon  as  they  enter  the  rooms. 
The  Princinals  shall  report  to  tlie  Secr<'tary  the  name  of  any  assistant 
Teachers  wiio  fail  to  comply  witli  this  requirement. 

4.  No  Teacher  shall  keep  a  private  school. 

5.  All  Te.ichers  and  assistants  in  the  Public  Schools  shall  keep  a  daily 
record  of  tlie  character  of  each  pupiFs  work,  his  or  her  deportment,  and 
the  numl>er  of  times  absent  or  tardy.  The  scale  of  marks  shall  be  6,  4,  3, 
2, 1,  meiniu^  resi>ectively,  very  fjood,  ffoodj  middling,  bad,  very  bad, 

6.  Wlien  the  Schools  are  visited  by  the  Superintendent  of  Education, 
the  Infli>ector  of  schools,  the  Supervisor,  the  Secretary  of  the  Board,  or 
any  of  the  Commissioners  or  others  authorized  under  section  115  as  visi- 
tors, the  Tejvchers  will  take  care  that  the  pupils  shall  all  rise  \\\yon  such 
visitors  enterinpf  or  leavincf  the  cbws-rooms,  and  that  every  respect  is  paid 
to  all  such  persois  while  inspectinp^  the  classes. 

7.  It  is  expected  that  the  Teachers  will  exercise  a  general  inspection 
over  the  conriuct  of  pupils,  not  only  in  the  class-rooms,  where  the  stfictut 
order  and  disciphne  must  be  at  all  times' observed,  but  also  durincf  recess, 
when  in  the  yards,  and  when  comins;  to  and  leavin|:i^  their  schools,— tliey 
shall  also  exert  their  authority  and  influence  to  i>revent  all  cjuarrelling 
and  disHj^n-enient,  all  rude  and  noisy  behaviour,  vulgar  and  profane 
lanf^uago,  iiii|)roi>er  games,  and  all  disrespect  to  citizens  or  stnmgers. 
Teachers  should  remember  that  the  only  proof  the  citizens  genenilly  can 
receive  of  the  principles  of  order  and  good  conduct  inculcated  in  their 
schools,  is  from  the  nehaviour  of  pupils  on  the  public  streets — and  the 
Commissioners  bog  to  impress  upon  all  Teachers  the  necessity  of  using 
their  utmost  endeavours  to  checK  the  noise  and  disorderly  contluct  wliich, 
in  many  instinces  characteriFe  the  opening  and  closing  hours  of  Public 
Schools.  To  this  end  they  should  eee  that  no  pupils  congregate  about  the 
school  houses  before  or  after  class  hours. 

8.  In  cise  of  temporary  illness  or  unavoidable  detention  from  duty, 
Teachers  shall  at  once  notify  the  StKsretary  of  the  Board,  statinc:  how  long 
tliey  may  probably  be  absent,  and,  if  possible,  naming  a  substitute. 

9.  The  <lirections  of  the  Principal,  in  all  schools  where  there  are  assist- 
ants, shall  be  followed  by  such  assistants  in  all  matters  relating:  to  the 
classifiocition  and  discipline,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Board  of 
Commissiouers. 

10.  Tlie  infliction  of  corporal  punishment  should  be  avoide<l  in  cases 
where  milder  measures  might  serve  the  same  end.  If,  however,  it  be 
found  necessary  at  any  time  to  administer  such  chastisement  it  sliall  be 
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the  duty  of  the  Teacher  to  keep  a  record  of  the  nature  of  the  offence,  as 
also  of  the  kind  and  <lepree  of  punishment,  wliich  record  shall  be  submit- 
ted to  the  quarterly  examination  of  the  Visiting  Committee. 

11.  "When  the  conduct  of  a  pupil  is  such  asti  merit  extraordinary 
punishment,  it  shall  be  in  the  power  of  the  Teacher  to  suspend  the  of- 
fender pen.lintij  the  <leciaion  of  the  Board  of  Commis.i»ioner.s,  who  alone 
shall  have  the  p  »wer  to  expel.  In  surh  cases  notice  of  the  susj^ension 
and  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case  shall  be  immediately  transmitted 
to  the  Board  of  C  uumissioners  through  the  Secretary. 

12.  Teiichers  shill  a?*certain  the  address  of  the  ]>arents  or  guardians  of 
the  pupils  attending  their  schools,  and,  so  far  as  is  consistent  with  their 
other  duties,  endeavor  by  intercourse  with  them  to  obtain  a  mure  inti- 
mate knowledge  of  the  teui[)eraments,  characteristics,  and  wants  of  their 
scholars. 

13.  The  Boanl  reser\'e  to  themselves  the  right  of  appointing  Teachers 
in  the  various  Public  Sch»ols  ;  and  in  all  cases  where  it  may  be  deemed 
necessary  to  transfer  Teachers  from  one  department  to  another,  such 
change  shall  not  be  made  without  the  knowledge  and  approval  of  the 
Board. 

14.  The  Board  of  School  Commissioners  for  the  citjr  of  Halifax,  hav- 
ing fully  considered  the  large  expenditure  incurred  in  order  to  furnish 
gratuitously  the  books  used  by  the  pupils  attending  the  free  schools 
within  the  city,  deem  it  their  duty  to  instruct  the  Teachers  to  require 
their  pupils  to  purchase  the  books,  which  will  be  supplied  at  cost.  Copy- 
books, slates,  i)ens,  ink  and  penholders,  slate  i>encils  and  black-board 
chalk  will  be  furnished  free  of  charge. 

The  Commissioners  reserve  to  themselves  the  right  of  furnishing  a 
gratuitous  supply  of  books  to  those  children  whose  xiarents  or  guardians 
may  be  represented  as  unable  to  pay  for  them. 

Upon  a  re'iuisiti  m  transmitted  to  the  Secretary,  the  Teachers  will  be 
supplied  witn  books,  stationery,  &c.,  when  approved  and  sanctioned  by 
the  Committee. 

The  res|)ective  Teachers  will  be  furnished  with  a  list  of  prices,  and  will 
be  requirerl  to  make  a  monthly  return  of  the  books  sold  with  the  sums 
received,  and  al-K)  to  si>ecify  the  quantity  remaining  on  hand. 

The  books  will  be  supplied  at  cost.  No  bo  )k  will  be  delivered  unless 
paid  for  at  the  time,  and  pupils  will  not  be  x>ermitted  to  take  any  book 
irom  the  schools  unless  purchased  by  them. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Board,  held  2nd  July,  1871,  the  following  addi- 
tional regulations  were  adopted : 

1st.  In  case  of  the  illness  of  a  regular  Teacher,  satisfactorily  shown  to 
the  Board  by  projier  medical  certificate,  the  Board  will  pay  the  whole 
salary  of  a  substitute  for  the  Ist  week  he  or  she  may  l)e  employed. 

2nd.  After  the  Ist  week,  and  for  the  further  period,  not  to  exceed 
three  weeks,  the  Board  will  contribute  one  half  of  the  substitute's  pay, 
the  other  half  to  be  deducted  from  the  regular  Teacher's  salary. 

3rd.  After  a  regular  Teacher  has  been  ill  for  over  four  weeks  the 
Board  may  consider  whether  it  is  advisable  to  declare  the  ix).'<t  held  by 
such  regular  Teacher  vacant.  Each  case  to  be  considered  on  its  own 
merits. 

The  Board  of  School  Commissioners  having  instructed  the  Supervisor 
to  prepare  series  of  tickets  for  Attendance  and  Good  Conduct,  and  for 
proAciency  in  studies  for  the  pupils  of  the  Pul)lic  Schools  of  the  city, 
the  following  regulations  as  to  the  distribution  of  these  tickets  have  been 
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kl  ofy  and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  Teachers  for  their  guidance : — 

Hie  tickets  for  Attendance  and  Good  Conduct  are  numbered  1,  lOf 
o.  1  to  be  given  to  each  pupil  who  answers  to  roll  call  both  in 
ning  and  Sftemoon  sessions,  and  whose  conduct  during  the  day 
3l  and  play  ground  has  been  in  strict  accordance  with  the  rules 
chool.  Pupils  guilty  of  any  misconduct  during  the  day  will  for- 
rightto  tickets  for  that  day,  so  also  those  coming  late,  from  v>?iatr 
»e,  excuse  from  home  or  not,  will  also  forfeit  their  tickets  for 
ince  and  Good  Conduct  for  that  day. 

8  gaining  ten  tickets  marked  1,  exchange  them  with  the  Teacher 

marked  10,  and  when  they  obtain  ten  No.  10,  exchange  for  one 

lOOy  which  will  generally  end  the  School  Term,  and  entitle  the 

to  a  Testimonial  for  Good  Conduct  and  Attendance  at  School 

that  period. 

Tickets  for  Lessons  are  numbered  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  25,  100,  500.  One 
i  from  No.  1  to  5.  to  be  given  each  day  to  pupils,  according  to 
arment  of  the  Teachers  as  to  their  proficiency  for  the  day.  When 
'Ks  on  these  tickets  amount  to  25,  exchange  for  one  numbered  ^ 
No.  25  exchange  for  one  of  100,  and  five  of  100  to  one  of  50o, 
vill  also  end  the  Term,  and  entitle  the  holder  to  a  Testimonial  of 
nr  progress  in  studies. 

It  must  be  distinctly  understood  that  defaced  or  mutilated  tick- 
not  be  exchanged  by  the  Teachers,  but  will  be  declared  forfeited, 
rom  the  holders,  marked  with  their  names,  and  returned  to  the 
t  the  Board,  at  the  end  of  the  tenxL 
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Bnles  for  the  gnidance  of  Teachers. 


1.  Wlienerer  anj  scholar  is  absent  from  School  the  Teacher  shsU 
immediately  ascertain  the  reason,  and  if  such  absence  be  not  occasioned 
by  sickness  or  other  sufficient  oauAe,  or  is  not  satisfajtorily  explained, 
aid  shall  continue  for  more  than  fire  days,  such  pupil  may  with  the 
consent  of  the  Visiting  Committee  of  the  District,  be  suspended  ordis- 
eharfs^ed  from  the  School,  and  a  record  of  such  suspension  or  dischaifs 
shall  be  kept. 

2.  No  pupil  shall  be  admitted  to  the  priTilaffe  of  one  School  who 
has  been  expelled,  or  while  under  suspension,  unless  by  order  of  fhs 
Board  or  the  Visiting  Committee. 

3.  It  shall  be  the  dnty  of  all  Teachers  as  far  as  practicable  to  admit 
to  their  Schools  those  pnpils  resident  in  the  District  wherein  the  School 
is  situated,  and  not  permit  scholars  to  come  from  other  sections,  there- 
by excluding  those  who  reside  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
SchooL 


4.  Whenever  a  pupil  from  one  School  shall  apply  to  be  admitted  to 
another,  a  oertfioate  of  transfer  must  be  obtained  from  the  Principal 
of  tiie  School  such  pupil  has  left,  or  from  some  member  of  the  Visitmg 
Committee,  or  from  the  Supervisor.  A  pupil  shall  not  be  permitted  to 
remove  from  one  school  and  enter  another  during  term  time,  except 
under  a  certificate  from  the  Teacher  of  the  School  such  pupil  shall 
leave,  and  with  the  appix>bation  of  the  Supervisor  of  Schools  or  some 
member  of  the  Visting  Committee  endorsed  thereon. 
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Regulations  for  Cleaning  the  City  School  Houses 


let.  The  floor  of  every  department,  hall,  stairway  and  lobby 
to  be  thoronghly  scrubbed  twice  during  every  month,  aid  with 
the  desks  and  seats,  to  be  swept  and  dusted  every  day.  The 
windows  are  to  be  kept  clean,  and  also  where  used,  the  glass 
partitions. 

2nd.  The  outhouses  and  water  closets  are  to  be  kept  clean 
and  decent.  They  are  to  be  scrubbed  or  washed  whenever  the 
Principal  or  Head  Teacher  of  the  School  deems  it  necessary. 

drd.  To  make  fires  during  the  season  in  time  to  have  tho 
various  rooms  comfortable  for  the  pupils  and  teachers  at  the 
hour  of  opening—nine  o'clock,  A.M. 

4th.  Thoroughly  clear  away  the  snow  from  the  sidewalks 
and  premises  of  the  various  schools ;  also,  where  there  are 
such,  from  entrance  steps  and  stairways,  the  work  to  be  done 
io  time  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  law  on  the  subject. 

5th.  Payment  of  Salary  per  month,  will  be  made  on  the 
second  Wednesday  of  every  month,  at  II  o'clock,  A.M.  at  the 
Office  of  the  Board  ;  and  all  persons  employed  in  the  Cleaning 
Service  must  present  themselves  at  the  Office,  at  the  hour 
named,  with  a  certificate  from  the  Principal  or  Teacher  of  the 
several  Schools  in  which  they  are  employed  ;  the  certificate 
shall  be  entered  in  the  School  Pass  Book,  and  when  the  money 
is  paid,  the  Secretary  shall  sign  the  Book  and  return  it  to  the 
custody  of  the  .Principal  or  Teacher  of  the  School. 

6th.  In  the  event  of  the  Pass  Book  being  unsigned  or 
marked  unsatisfactory,  for  the  month,  by  the  Principal  or 
Teacher  of  any  of  the  Public  Schools,  the  Secretary  is  hereby 
empowered  to  withhold  payment  for  the  month,  until  the  Com- 
mittee on  School  Buildings  shall  decide  what  course  shall  be 
adopted  thereon. 

7th.  In  the  event  of  continued  complaints  of  negligence 
being  made  against  the  Janitor  of  any  of  the  Public  Schools 
by  UiP  Principal  or  Head  Teacher,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Oommittee  to  report  the  same  to  the  Board* 
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REAL  ESTATE 


Owned  hy  the  Board  of  Commissioners. 

Morris  Street  School  k,  Lots. 
Brunswick  St.         '' 
Albro  St.  " 

liiclimond  '^ 

Kempt  Road  Lots  ^* 


Occupied  hy  the  Board,  for  which  no  rent  is  paid, 

Campbell  Road  School. 
National  " 

Inglis  '* 

Acadian  ** 


Buildings  rented  by  the  Board,     . 

St.  Mflry*8  School,  per  annum $800 

Russell  St.    *'  378 

St.  Luke's      •'  274 

Colonial         "  230 

Vinecove's    "  200 

Masons'  Hall  School  160 

Zion  "  140 

City  Street        "  120 

Convent  Free  School,  new        288 

OflSce,  49  Georsre  Street  240 

St.  Patrick's  School,  Lockman  St 1060 
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The  Commissioners  of  Schools  for  the  City  of  Halifax,  hav- 
ing agreed  upon  the  subjoined  scale  of  Sa'aries  for  tlie  Teach- 
ers at  present  in  the  employment  of  the  Board,  as  also  the 
anoexed  Regulations  for  the  payment  of  all  Teachers  who  may 
be  engaged  after  this  date,  direct  that  one  hundred  copies  of 
these  regulations  with  the  names  of  the  Teachers,  the  dates 
of  their  Hfipoifitments,  and  their  classes  of  license,  be  printed 
for  the  information  of  all  whom  it  may  concern. 

ist. — All  Teachers  who  may  be  employed  henceforward 
will  be  paid  according  to  the  subjoined  scale  of  Salaries,  with 
the  understanding  that  the  proposed  increase  shall  extend 
over  a  term  of  live  years,  and  that  whenever  a  vacancy  oc- 
curs in  any  of  the  Schools  in  which  higher  salaries  are  paid, 
the  Commissioners  will,  if  it  be  practicable,  af>point  to  such 
schools  those  now  in  the  employment  of  the  Board  on  the 
reduced  scale. 

2nd. — First  Class  Male  Teachers  will  be  paid  $500  a  year^ 
with  an  increase  of  $40  a  year  for  five  years. 

8rd. — Second  Class  Male  Teachers  will  receive  $400  for  the 
first  year,  with  an  increase  of  $20  a  year,  until  the  amount 
reaches  $500. 

4th. — First  Class  Female  Teachers  will  bo  paid  $250  a  year, 
with  an  increase  at  the  rate  of  $30  a  year  for  five  years. 

5th. — Second  Class  Female  Teachers  will  be  paid  $200  for 
the  first  year,  to  be  increased  $20  a  year  for  five  years. 

The  Board  reserve  to  themselves  to  decide  according  to 
circumstances  the  amount  of  palary  which  shall  be  paid  to 
Male  and  Female  Teachers  of  the  Third  Class,  and  Assistants, 
as  each  case  presents  itself. 
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LIST    OF    TEACHERS    EMPLOYED    ly    THE    PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS,  WITH  THE  SALARIES  PAID  TO  EACH. 


ACADIAN  SCHOOL. 

Miss  Robinson,   Principal  Ist  Class...$400  per  annain. 

"      McNab 2nd     "     .•  300 

Mrs.  Payne  Ist      "     ..  8D0 

Miss  McDonald Ist      •'     ...  2S0 


(< 


n 


(( 


ALBRO  STREET  SCHOOL. 


Mr.  McLatifi^hlin,  Principal  Ist  Class.  • 

Mr.  J.  A   %Smith 1st 

Miss  C.  Graham 1st 

Mr.  J.  Artz 1st 

Miss  B.  McClo«»kej 1st 

M   L.  Johns 1st 

K.  McArthur  1st 

M.  Caldwell 1st 

J.  Crei^hton Ist 

C.  Stanford 2nd 
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44 
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44 
44 
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800 

44 

640 

«4 

400 

<4 

520 

<4 

390 

44 

390 

it 

310 

44 

310 

<4 

2S0 

44 

200 

44 

BRUNSWICK  STREET  SCHOOL. 

Miss  Miller,  Principal     1st  Gass  B    500 

C.  400 
..  400 
...  400 

B.  340 

C.  280 
310 
300 
310 
250 


44 
4< 
ti 
ii 
44 
4< 
«4 
44 
44 


J.  Sterns 1st 

A.Archibald ••Ist 

A.  P.  Gammell ••Ist 

K.  Macintosh  Ist 

Hamilton 1  st 

J.  R.  McArthur 1st 

C.  M.  Gossip 2nd 

H.  McGregor 1st 

S.  E.  Duncan 1st 


(4 
44 
14 
44 
4< 
<t 
44 
<4 
<4 


•  • 


4< 
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44 
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44 


CAMPBELL  ROAD  SCHOOL. 
Mr.  J.  T.  Brown 3rdClass..  160 


44 
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CITY  STREET  SCHOOL. 

Hiss  J.  Bremner Ist  Cla88..$310  per  aDDum. 

COLONIAL  SCHOOL. 

Ur.D.Keloher 2ndCla86..  420  '« 

•*  M.  McDonnell 2ud     "     ..420  " 

CONVENT  SCHOOL. 

Mde.  Mere  Julie Ist  Class. .  360  '« 

MissOToole Ist      '*     ..  310  " 

Mde.  Uelene 1st      '*     ..250  '« 

INDUSTRIAL  NIGHT  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  Wilson 300  '« 

INGLIS  SCHOOL. 

Mrs.  Paterson Ist  Class..  400  *« 

MissKBaker 3rd      "     ..170  " 

MASONS*  HALL  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  O'Connor 1 2nd.  Class.  •  420  " 

"  J.  Lyons 2nd.     "     ••  400  «' 

MORRIS  STREET  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Major,  Principal 1st  Class.  •  850  *« 

"   An^rns  Ross ...Ist      ''     ••640  " 

MissSiiields 1st      '•     ..400 

"   A.  McPhail Ist      -'     ..840  " 

•'   M  A.  Johns 2nd    ''     ..220  •' 

••   PayHon 2nd     ''     ..  220  *• 

"   P.  A .  Johns,  Vice-Priu 1  st      '*     . .  450  ** 

''   L.  Rousselle 1st      "     ••  400  «' 

•'T.Ryan 1st     "     ..400  " 

"   E.  Torry 1st      "     ••890  " 

''   £  Adams 1st      '•     ..  810  '' 

**  J.  McLeod 2nd     •*     ••  240 
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N.  W.  ARM  SCHOOL. 
Mrs.  Hosterman.  •2nd  Chst68...paid  pro  rata.:.'    '    per  annom* 

NATIONAL  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  D.  M.  Sterns,  Principal...  Ut  Class.  •••  $700  " 

Miss  Maxwell let     "     ....  400  *' 

*'     G.Archibald 1st     "     ....  390  ** 

"     A.  McNab 2nd    "     ....  300  " 

POOR'S  ASYLUM  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  W.  Teas 2nd  Class..  400  <« 

Mrs.  Guinane 3rd     "     ...  250  " 

RICHMOND  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  Geo.  Rennels,  Principal..  •••1st  Class. .  640  *' 

Miss  McPherson..* • Ist     "     ...  350  «' 

"     A.  Bell 1st     "     ..  310  " 

"    E.  SUnford 1st    "     ..  330  " 

RUSSELL  STREET  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  J.  L.  Walsh,  Principal.  ••  .Ist  Class.  •••  640  ^' 

MissO'Donoghnc 1st     '*     ....  280  «< 

Sister  I|^iiatia  Benedicta 1st    *'     .  •  •  •  400  ** 

**     Hegina 2nd   "     .•••  280  •' 

ST.  MARrS  SCHOOL. 

Brother  Christian,  Principal .  •  •  1st  Class.  • .  •  700  ^* 

**        Moore Ist    '*     ....  640  " 

'*        Noah 1st     "     ...•  600  *• 

"         Morrinns Ist     "      ....  500  *• 

Mr.Griffin Ist    "     ....  500  *• 

'•  O'Hearne 1st    •'     ....  500  '« 

SisterClare 1st    "     ..•.  400  *' 

"      M.Eulalie Ist    "     ...•  400  '* 

««      Stanislaus 1st     *'     ...•  3(X»  '' 

"      Camilla 1st     "     •...  300  '« 

<'      Clementina 1st    ^'     ..••  300  '* 


• 
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ST.  PATRICK'S  SCHOOL. 


Brother  Odorick Ist  Class 

««        Fhillapian Ist    '' 

"        Theodorus Ist 

''        Patrick Ist 

Miss  Warner 1st 

«'    Hall 1st 

Sister  Michael •  • .Ist 

*'     Mary  Anne* ..Ist 

«<      Cleophas  ••••••••  •  •  •  •  •  Ist 

Sister  Bonavenlura 1st    *' 

"      J.  Francis  Heleue 1st    " 

Miss  DoDoran 1st 


(C 

it 
«t 
it 
n 
«( 


«t 


$640  per  anntJipi. 

6U0 
600 
600 
840 
280 
400 
400 
800 
800 
300 
280 


ZION  SCHOOL. 


Mr.  Joseph  O^Banyon 


2nd  Class. .     400 
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DETAILS   OF  CONTINGENT  ACCOUNT. 

1871. 

iFein.     Paid  A.  Grant,  for  Advertising $  2  91 

"     D.  Hoskins,  cab  hire 1«  50 

«     M.  KeUey,        do 4  00 

22  50 

2o  41 

•cem.        "     J.  N.  Ilit<*hie,  legal  services  in 

re-Bowzer 36  50 

"     D.  Hoskins  and  J.  Prouse,  cab 

hire 20  00 

"     John  McCulloch,  Eep'g  Clocks..  20  25 

1872.  76  75 

Quary.      "     J.  Crosskill,  Conduct  &  lessons' 

tickets 126  50 

"     D.  Hoskins,  C«b  hire 10  25 

"     City  Prison,  Mats 3  00 

139  75 

braarv,     "     James  Keating,  Cab  hire 75 

J.  B.  Smithers,  trifling  lock  re- 
pairs    25  73 

Compfon  &  Co.,  Advertizing ....  4  50 

Citizen  Publishing  Co.,  do     ....  6  00 

Alpiu  Grant,                  do     ....  3  50 
Blaclcadar  Bros,  advertising  and 

printing 61  00 

101  48 

trch          "     C.  Annand,  advertizing 17  32 

"    W.  Browni,  Cab  hire 1  50 

«f    D.  Hosk-ins,  Cab  hire 4  75 

"    J.  McCulloch,  1  clock 35  75 

"    Compton  &  Co.,  printing  annual 

report 100  « 

159  32 

ril            "     J.  Mahonev,  Cab  hire 50 

"  E.  Waugh,'  Truckage  of  books  .  1  50 

"  J.  Croskill,  printing,  Ac 33  87 

"  Eocky  Tiake  Co.,  Ice  for  season . .  3  " 

"  D.  Hoskins,  Cab  hire 3  " 

"  J.  Elliot,  Cab  hire 2  50 

44  37 

y  "  Eeilly&Davidson,  cleaning  stove 

pipes  as  per  contract 141  " 

"    D.  Hoskins,  Cab  hire 150 

142  50 


It. 

(( 
it 


Forward'  • $689  58 


134  EDUCATIOlff — HALIFAX  CITY  SCHOOLS, 


COXTIN'GENT  ACCOUNT— Continued. 


1872.  Amount  hrowjht  forward 689  58 

June  *'     D.  Huskins  Cab  hire 5  " 

"     G.  T.  Philips,  Binding  Eegister        5  " 

10  00 

Julv  *^     M.  KeUy,  Cab  hire 150 

"     J.  McCullooh,  repairing  clocks . .         7  00 
*'     Compton,   Conduct  and  Lesson 

tickets 50  00 

58  50 

"     M.  Palmer,  Superiutg.  rdmoving 

night  soil 18   " 

"    G.T.  Philips,  Binding Register^&c.  G  « 
"     Blackadar    Bros.,   printing  and 

advertising 113  50 

"     Compton  &  Co.         do         do  3  " 

"     Citizen  Publishing  Co 3  " 

"     P.  J.  Keamev, Lime  for  fences. .  10  " 

153  50 

August        "     Expenses  at  Temperance  Hall,  in- 
cluding  Testimonials   and 

prizes , 114  19 

"     D.  Hoskins,  Cab  hire 31  75 

"     P.  Mahoney,     do      3  50 

35  25 

149  44 

Sept-ember   "     C.  Annand,  advertizing 3  00 

"    J.B.Smithers,  trifling  lock  repairs       15  15 

18  15 

October       "     P.  Murphy,  Cab  hire 2  50 

"     D.  Hoskins 15  75 

"     J.  K.  Rousselle,  extra  serWces  in 

office 100   '-' 

118  25 


S1197  42 


ooinnsaioKiBS  eepoht. 


TABI.E  E. 

Silurn  of  AlUndanee  for  ITalf  Year  ended  ZOth  April,  1872. 


:igs 


Albn>  street 

Bnuuwii^k  Etreet 

Cunplwit  Road 

CttyKreet 

Cuonial 

CDBTent  (fne), 

InsUfl 

laaiutriAl 

Hmom"  Hull 

UorriB  Street 

Ehtioiuil' 

Poor's  AkvIiiu 

Bielimonil 

BoMell  Street 

Bt.  Murv'* 

St  Pntrlclc'B 

Three  Mile 

K.  W.  Arm 


.'  «'>0,    56   fi2S    . 


■!)24,'W5l  l9S4S4i24'aSS.'m  32<J3  2ll 


mi 


130  5968  751 
330  10;<U3  90^ 
335  5ji03  91 
12  OOiST  00 
24  gff53  15 
82  00;69  00 


47  3*j83  Offl 
K  01  b6  52 
431  89116  on 
163  0669  10) 
43  4257  6a 
lai  07M  OW 
141  00  53  (ill 
nrn  T!«a-i  •la' 


26  42  63  od 
30  aifiS  62 
24  0066  OOl 


1370 
2639 

8712i 
7861 
57071 
4.t9g 
6794 
47621 
17rt44 
4944 
14039 
151881 
69496 
37343 
3033 
4330 
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TABLE     E — CONTniTED. 

Itrtum  of  Mttndmcefor  JIalf  Year,  ended  Z\.it  Odobur,!'''^- 


liF 


Albro  Stri'et.- 
Brunsirick  Slreet- 
Campbell  Road  . . 
CilT  Street.     ... 

Colanial 

Convent  (ft^e)..' 

Indiutrial 

Hksoiu'  Hall.. •■ 
Morris  Street.. • 

Kational 

Pooi«'  Aiylum . . 

N.  W.Arm 

BichiDond 

BoHell  Street  ■ . . 

■8tHar;*a 

Bl  Patrick*!.... 

Datch  Village.. 


120  02  61  92 
816  27  65  30 

S49  44  C3  79 

11  0062  0"! 
2S  7  49  08 
74  80  48  H3 
91  00  S8  Oil 
60  IS2fi  W 
43  00  77  00 
Ce  0857  97 
4C3  07  Ki  73 
143  <S  70  W 
38  00  02  25 
40  00  72  00 
132  cnsi  80 
153  78  59  fiO 
593  !>5'82  Oil 
G27  I2|;9  m 
45  2e  fi2  00 

65  oo,i;g  uo 


I21Ut 
320084 
94898 
1178 
2G00 
69B7 
9004 
4S0S 
362S 
GG19 
47214 
1(443 
4004 
8308 
15948 
16075 
65684 


109  5049  1615339  2763  2576  3482  laji^t  22  335641 
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TABLE    F. 

Cofnparative  Statement  of  the  Attendance  at  the  Schools  for  the  years 


Sliding  Slat  October. 


1866 
1867 
1868 
1869 
1870 
1871 


1872 


No.  of 
Teachers. 


Average  Daily 
Attendauu;. 


No.  of 
Pupils  on 
Kegisters. 


3d 


45 


60 


76 


80 


83 


87 


Per  Cent 


Expenditur 


1780  96 

2670 

66  70 

2236  41 

3719 

60  18 

2890  57 

4472 

64  64 

3345  70 

5065 

66  05 

3270  20 

5130 

63  74 

3397  42 

5181 

65  30 

3482  12 

.5389 

65  65 

21294  62 


28926  46 


46917  74 
57681  80 
59741  93 
60415  19 


63418  81 
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TABLE   H. 

Bnord  of  lliilntuMn,  Term  auM  30lh  AprJ,  1372. 


J 

SCHOOLS.                 p".! 

J 

s'2 

3  ^ 

14 

109 

22 

1 

11 
18 
28 
1 
1 
4 
15 
5 
1 

4^ 

'I 
8 
8 
19 
23 
1 
1 

12        4'.... 

5 

18 
19 

13 

Albro  Street 

Brunswick  Street. . . 
Campbell  Road 

49 
31 

' 

\ 

60 
SI 

1 
7 

Colonial 

10 
30 

2 
i 
20 
48 

n 

1 
12 
22 
66 
76 

4 

7 
31 
2 
4 
4 
6 
6 

2 
72 

4 

Convent  (free) 

10 

"2 
21 
20 

15 
"2 

Industrial 

Masons    Hall 

Morris  Street 

4 

"23 
18 

51 
64 
64 

Poors'  Asylum 

18 
78 
104 

1 

1 
4 
29 
60 

Bussell  Street 

St  Mary's 

St  Patrick" 

4 
19 
61 

2 

4 
64 
16 

2 

4 

449 

206 

239!     24 

273 

255 

411 
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TABL£    H.— Continued. 
Recordof  Vttitaliona,  Term  endedSla  (kiober,  18T2. 


gCHOOt^. 

d 

i 

|l 

! 

£■1 

i 

s 

^1 

e 

o 

° 

Acadian 

25 

19 

16 

2 

3 

11 

Albro  Street 

61 

U 

1 

1.1 

20 

.52 

Brunswick  Street  . . 

6f 

4C 

'   K 

67 

112 

Campbell  Koad 

S! 



Citv  Street 

« 

e 

2 



6 

4 

15 
15 

2 
13 

6 
24 

30 

R 

Convent  (ll'eej  .... 

62 

io 

MaBons'  Hall 

11 

2 

I 

40 

Morria  Street 

132 

46 

2 

2.1 

62 

231 

.14 

5 

9. 

15 

31 

Poor's  Asylum  .... 

1 

1 

1 

6 

N.  W.  Arm 

1 

2 

2 



4 

16 

Richmond 

n 

14 

6 

2 

Russell  Street 

34 

16 

3 

20 

3 

4 

St.  Mary's 

49 

11 

4 

87 

27 

IS2 

St.  Patrick's 

1l.< 

24 

S5 

94 

96 

1.53 

S 

1 

Dutch  Village 

688 

1 

6 

8 

242 

255      14 

288 

330 

868 
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XABX-E  I. 

lasarance  on  SclioolBuildiiv/t  and  Furniture,  to  SUt  Deeemla;  1873. 


PEOPEBTY. 

Where  InsureJ 

Aniouut 

of 
I'olicy. 

1 

1 
1 

1| 

H 
! 

^  1    When 
ttt»un.|Ei|.ire8. 

Acadian  Building 

"         Furniture 

AlbroSt  Building 

Office  Fiiruiture 

Hali&i  Co. 
Mutual    " 

ssoou 

200  , 

1600 

175 

300 
14000 

8000 
6000 
250 

15  00'31«fcDec 
3  2.5     "     '■ 

GO  Ou;  "    " 

2  00,    "     '■ 

Furniture 

Masons' Hall 

"       Furniture  only 

MorriH  St.  Building... 

Morris  St.  Building,  and 

funiiliire  add..  .. 

Convent  School  Biulding 

Furniture 
i^chmond  Building  and 

2  19,    "     " 

4  50i    "     « 
70  00'    "     " 

40  00    "     " 
37  50i    *'     '< 

1  50'    "     « 

Furniture     .... 

BuflseU  St.  Building.... 

"         Pumituro 

St.  Mary's  School 

;!    r. 

13000 
4800 
1000 

1 

05  OO'    "     «  ' 
30  00|    "     " 
6  25     "     " 

Furniture  only 
Bruustt-i'^k  St.  School.. . 

" 

1600 

i 

8  00|"""'"" 

Furniture.... 
St.  Patrick's  Buildbg. . . 
St.Patrick'sBuildmg... 

Furniture 

St.  Lukes  School     

Acadia    " 

2000 

S.WO 
8500 
2500 

i 

15  00     "     " 
42  5U:    "     " 
42  50!    "     " 
12  50     "     « 

Furoiturtionly 
BrunswickSi.  Building. . 

National  Buildmg. 

"        Furniture.... 
Vinecove's  Booms 

::    :; 

200 
4000 
3000 

800 

i 

1  01 

30  0(P     "     " 
37  50,    »     « 

10  oo!  "    *' 

"      Furniture  only 
Colonial  Srhool 

" 

200 

1 

2  OOi    "     « 

"         Furoiture.  . . 
aty  at.  School 

Imperial  " 

200 

2 

4  00,    "     " 

"        Furniture.  . . 

Imperial  " 

800 

1 

3  oo'    '•     "  ' 
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TABLE  J. 

ScJiool  Estimates  for  Year  ending  SOth  A2>ril,  1 874 


Teacher's  Salaries $33,600  00 

Supervisor 900  00 

Music  Teacher 700  00 

Kent 3,640  00 

Insurance 571  25 

Interest 8,088  00 

Printing  and  Advertizing 500  00 

Books  and  Siationery 2,000  00 

Industrial  Night  School 300  00 

Office— Secretary 's  Salary 900  00 

Messenger 80  00 

Kent 240  00 

Fuel  and  Gas 75  00 

Stationary 100  00 

495  00 

Commissioners'  Allowance 1,000  00 

Cleaning  Service  for  the  Schools. . ,  2,100  00 

Fuel,  Cartage  and  Labor 1,750  00 

Water  Supply 195  00 

Continccent  and  Miscellaneous 1,000  00 

CasuafKepairs 2,250  00 

Border  School,  N.  W .  Arm 75  00 

59,964  25 

LESS. 

Probable  Am't  of  Prov.  Grant 7,600  00 

From  Com.  of  Poors'  Asylum 200  00         7800  00 


$52,164  25 


JOHN  R.  WILLIS, 
Secy.  School  Commissioners, 

City  of  Halifax. 
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ta-hi^h  I. 

Lauraneeon  School Baildiagi and  Furtucue,  to  3Ut Dtcetr^er,  1873. 


Aead'an  Buildicg..., 

"  Furniture. 

Albro  St  Biuldmg. . . 

Office  Fimiitura.. 

IngUa  Building 

"         Pumiture. . . 

Masons  Hall 

"       Furuiture  only 

Morris  St. Building 

Morris  St..  BuiJdiiig,  and 

rumiture  add. . . . 

Convent  School  Building 

'■       Fumiiure 

Siclunond  Building,  tmd 

Furniture 

BuBsell  St.  Building 

"        Furniture 

St.  Mary's  School 

**        ruruiture  only 
BrunBwi(;k  St.  School. . . 

"        Furniture 

St.  Patriek's  Building... 
St.  Patrick's  Building.,. 

■'       Furniture 

St.  LuWb  School 

"      Furuiture  only 
Brunswick  St.  Building, 

National  Building 

"         Furniture. . . 

Tinwove's  KooniB 

"       Furniture  only 

Colouitt)   School , 

"        Furniture. 

CSty  St.  School 

"        Furniture. 


$  30(10 
(5.50 

120(JI) 

200 

IflOO 

175 


8000 
COOO 
250 


Imperial  ' 
Imperial  ' 


Folicy. 


13000 

4800 
1000 


200 
4000 
3OO0 

800 


200 

"soo" 


3  2.^[ 

60  Oil 

2  OUl 

2u  OU' 

2  W\ 


Pre-  I    When 
I"""'- 1  Empires. 


CG  00 

30  OOl 
6  25 


1  00 

30  00 

1||37  50^ 

1|10  00, 


!  00, 


4  00 
3  OO' 
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ScJiool  Estim<ites  for  Year  ending  30th  April,  1S74 


Teacher's  Salaries §33,600  00 

Supervisor 900  00 

Music  Teacher 700  00 

Eent 3,640  00 

Insurance 671  26 

Interest 8,088  00 

Printing  and  Advertizing 600  00 

Books  and  Siationery 2,000  00 

Industrial  Night  School 300  00 

Office— Secretary's  Salary 900  00 

Messenger SO  00 

Rent 240  00 

Fuel  and  Gas 76  00 

Stationary 100  00 

495  00 

Commissioners'  Allowance 1,000  00 

Cleaning  Service  for  the  Schools. . .  2,100  00 

Fuel,  Cartnge  and  Labor 1,760  00 

Water  Supply 196  00 

Continsjent  and  Miscellaneous 1,000  00 

CasuarRepairs 2,250  00 

Border  School,  N.  W .  Arm 76  00 


LESS. 


69,964  25 


Probable  Am't  of  Prov.  Grant 7,600  00 

From  Com.  of  Poors'  Asylum 200  00         7800  00 


$62,164  25 


JOHN  R.  WILLIS, 
Secy.  School  Commissioners, 

City  of  Halifax. 


ANNUAL   REPOR' 
COMMON,    ACADEl 

NORMAL  AND  MODEl 

SCHOOLS  IN  NOVA  S 

FOR  TIIK    YEAK   KNOINU 

ocTOKicit   3i«t,    iwr; 
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EDUCATION  REPORT, 


Education  Depabtmeitt, 

Hali&x,  March,  1874. 
To  the  UoMrable  The  Provincial  Secretary^ 

Sib, — It  again  bccomos  ray  duty  and  pleasure  to  submit  to  vou, 
for  the  information  of  His  Honor  the  Lieutf^nant  Governor,  my 
Annual  Report  as  Superintendent  of  Edut»atiou  for  the  vear  end- 
ing 8l8t  October,  1873. 

In  accordance  with  the  mode  pursued  by  me  in  past  years,  [ 
shall  divide  my  remarks  into  separate  sections  according  to  the 
particular  subjects  to  which  they  severally  refer. 

SCHOOLS  AND  SCHOOL  SECTIONS. 

By  a  refereniHj  tx)  the   table  on  page  A.   it  will  be  seen  that  the 
total   number  of  School   sections   for  the  year   1878,   was  1704, 
being  an  increase  of  25  over  those  of  the  preceding  year,  through 
the   division     of   larger    sections   and    th(»    formation    of    new 
ones.     It  will  be  seen  from  the  same   lable.   that   the   number  of 
sections  without  schools  during  any  part   of  the   year    l?^7»i,    was 
208,  against  250  in  the  preceding  year,   thus  shewing  a  decrease* 
of  42  in  thenunil)er  of  sections  not  having  schools.  The  sum  of  these 
two  numbers,  (07),  is  therefore  the  actual  increase  in  thenumbt^rof 
sections  having  schools  during  some  part  of  the  year.    This  increase 
is  one  of  the  most  gratiMng  facts  in  the  history  of  the  school  year, 
as    it    indicates    a    progressive    spirit,   and   demonstrates,  that, 
notwithstanding  all  discounigements,  there  is  among  the  jKJoplean 
energetic  resolution  to  obtain  for  their  children  an  education.     This 
spirit  must    be  regarded    as    the  natural    development   of   the 
Edui*aticnal  system,  as  provided  for  by  our  T^aw,  and  which,  under 
the  guardianship  and  influence  of  Christian  principle  and  integrity 
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EDUCATION  REPORT, 


Education  Depabtmeitt, 

Hali&x,  March,  1874. 
To  the  lIoMrable  The  Provincial  Secretary, 

SiK, — It  again  becomes  my  duty  and  pleasure  to  submit  to  you, 
for  the  information  of  His  Honor  the  Lieutt^nant  Governor,  my 
Annual  Report  as  Superintendent  of  Educatiou  for  the  vear  end- 
ing »l8t  October,  1873. 

In  accordance  with  the  mode  pursued  by  me  in  past  years,  I 
ehall  divide  my  remarks  into  separate  sections  according  to  the 
particular  subjects  to  which  they  severally  refer. 

SCHOOLS  AND  SCHOOL  SECTIONS. 

By  a  reference  to  the   table  on  page  A.   it  will  be  seen  that  the 
total   number  of  School   s«H?tions   for  the  year   1873,   was  1704, 
being  an  increase  of  25  over  those  of  the  preceding  year,  through 
the   division     of    larger     sections   and    th(»    formation     of    new 
ones.     It  will  b^  seen  from  the  same   table,   that   the   number  of 
Be<*tions  without  schools  during  any  part   of  the   year   lS7ii,    was 
208,  against  250  in  the  preceding  year,   thus   shewing  a  decrease 
of  42  in  thenuml>er  of  sections  not  ha^^ng  schools.  The  sum  of  thest» 
two  numbers,  (07),  is  therefore  the  actual  increase  in  the  numbt^r  of 
flections  having  schools  during  some  part  of  the  year.    This  increase 
is  one  of  the  most  gratifying  facts  in  the  history  of  the  school  year, 
as    it    indicates    a    progressive    spirit,    and    demonstrat«s,  that, 
notwithstan diner  all  discouragements,  there  is  among  the  people  an 
energetic  resolution  to  obtain  for  their  children  an  education.     ITiis 
spirit  must    be  regarded    as    the  natural    developnient   of    the 
Edumticnal  system,  as  provided  for  by  our  I^aw,  and  which,  under 
the  guardianship  and  influence  of  Christian  principle  and  integrity 
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EDUCATION  REPOKT, 


Education  Dbpabtmekt, 

ilali&x,  March,  1874. 
To  the  UoMrahU  The  Provincial  Secretary^ 

SiK, — It  again  becomes  my  duty  aud  pleasure  to  submit  to  you, 
for  the  information  of  His  Honor  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  my 
Annual  ileport  as  Superintendent  of  E<lucarion  for  the  vear  end- 
ing »l8t  October,  1873. 

In  accordance  with  the  mode  pursued  by  me  in  past  years,  [ 
ehall  di\ide  my  remarks  into  separate  sections  a<'cording  to  the 
particular  subjects  to  which  they  severally  refer. 

SCHOOLS  AND  SCHOOL  SPXTTIONS. 

By  a  reference  to  the   fable  on  page  A.   it  will  be  seen  that  the 
total   number  of  School   sections   for  the  year   1873,   was  1704, 
being  an  incre^ise  of  25  over  those  of  the  preiu^ding  year,  through 
the   division     of    larger    sections  aud    the    formation    of    new 
ones.     It  will  be  seen  from  the  same  table,   that   the   numlwr  of 
sections  without  schools  during  any  part   of  the   y(»4ir   1873,    was 
208,  against  250  in  the  prc^ceding  yeiir,   thus  shewing  a  decrease' 
of  42  in  thenuuil)er  of  sections  not  lla^^ng  schools.  The  sum  of  these 
two  numbers,  (07),  is  therefore  the  actual  increase  in  thenumbt»rof 
sections  having  schools  during  some  part  of  the  year.    This  increase 
is  one  of  the  ni(>st  gratifjdug  facts  in  the  history  of  the  school  year, 
as    it    indicates    a    progressive    spirit,    and   demonstrates,  that, 
notwithstandinsr  all  discouragements,  there  is  among  the  ])eople  an 
energetic  resolution  to  obtain  for  their  children  an  education.     This 
spirit  must    be  regarded    as    the  natural    development   of   the 
£du(«ticnal  ftystem,  as  provided  for  by  our  T-.aw,  and  which,  under 
the  guardianship  and  influence  of  Christian  principle  and  integrity 
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of  purpose,  must  continue  to  advance,  and  will  doubtless,  ere  long, 
diffuse  the  richest  of  blessings  to  what  are  now  the  most  isolated 
and  destitute  settlements  of  our  Province. 

It  is  well  known  that  our  public  schools  do  not  t'orinally  profess 
to  supply  what  is  designated  **the  higher  education,"  but  are  gene- 
rallv  restricted  in  their  work  to  the  ordinarv  Endish  branches. 
Ne\ertheless  by  a  reference  t^)  the  appended  tables,  it  will  be 
seen  that  by  no  means  »  small  ratio  of  our  Common  >k;hoi>i  pupils 
are  successfully  studying  those  higher  branches  which  are,  at  the 
present  tune,  by  many  practical  and  experienced  educationists, 
regarded  as  essential  in  the  extensive  commercial  pursuits  of  the 
day.  Advanced  Arithmetic,  (Geometry  and  l^ractical  Matiiematics 
are,  in  all  our  schools  where  first-class  teachers  are  employed, 
receiving  particular  attention;  and  I  am  warranted  ih  sa}dng, 
that,  in  giving  due  attention  to  these  bmuches,  so  useful  in  a 
preparation  for  success  in  any  industrial  pursuit, our  public  schools, 
on  the  whole,  are  by  no  means  in  the  backgroiuid. 

It  has  been  stated  that  the  School  Law  does  not  (*ontemplato 
that  our  Common  Schools  should  furnish  instruction  in  the 
higher  studies;  yet  I  am  happy  to  say,  in  many  instances, 
Trustees  manage  to  employ  young  men  who  are  qualified  to  teach 
Latin,  and  Greek,  and  the  higher  Mathematics ;  and  in  this  way,  in 
a  number  of  school  sections  throughout  the  country,  classical 
instruction  is  provided.  In  many  cases  such  arrangements  are 
made  and  carried  out  with  e.vceUent  results,  and  the  hope  is  indulged 
that  such  eftbrts  will  be  encouraged;  and  that  the  study  of 
the  Classics,  and  also  of  Modem  Languages,  will  gradually  and 
effectivelv  work  itself  into  manv  of  our  Common  Schools,  until 
eventually  all  oUr  first-class  teachers  shall  feel  the  necessity  of 
qualifying  themselves,  to  some  extent  at  least,  for  imparting  in* 
stniction  in  these  higher  branches  of  education.  A  number  of 
the  students  of  our  colleges  hold  Provincial  Licenses  as  Common 
School  Teachers,  and  generally  are  desirous  of  engaging 
as  such,  during  the  long  vacations.  A  good  opportimity  is 
thus  afforded  of  employing,  during  a  part  of  the  year,  classical 
teachers,  the  more  especially  as  students  alwa\  s  give  a  prefer- 
ence to  schools  in  which  they  are  expected  to  give  instruction 
in  Classics  and  other  advanced  studies.  A  great  mutual  advan- 
tage is  thus  secured,  and  engagements  of  this  kind  are  deserving 
of  every  encouragement. 

ATTENDANCE. 

That  a  comparative  statement  may  be  at  hand,  referring  to  this 
matter,  we  insert  the  tbllowing  table,  from  the  year  186H  to  1873 
inclusive,  by  which  the  yearly  advancement  in  the  attendance  of 
pupils  at  school  may  at  once  be  seen : 
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IX 


lib.  of  PupiU 
Tear?.  refi^terecf  in 

Winter. 

1806 4*)1 8 1 

1867 017J}< 

i86s 6r>os:; 

1869 72756 

1870 74321 

1871 74751» 

1872 70780 

1873 70829 


N(i.  of  1'upiU 
regiBWri>ii  iu 
Summer. 

.■)6017 
70075 
72141 
7552:^ 
76287 
77285 
76496 
78266 


No.  Different 
PupilH  n^zistored 
during  the  year. 

71059 
83048 
88707 
987B1 
94496 
9285H 
91687 
93759 


For  the  vear  1872,  there  h»a(l  to  be  i\H;orded  ih»^  ljim<^ri.ribl<»  liuM 
that  there  was  a  decrease  iu  the  averu,£;e  atituidiiuce  ul'  ]>u))ils  to 
the  extent  of  1221  as  compart>d  with  that  (»t*tlie  immediately  pre- 
ceding year.  The  ciroumstancen  of  the  Fro\  inre.  as  1  Hi)dt>iivoured 
to  explain  iu  a  ibrmer  referen*^*  to  the  Hiibje<'l.  sulHciiMitly  aii- 
(*ounted  for  this  fact,  so  deeply  to  be  regmtted  iu  it^^lf.  This 
year,  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  show  thai,  so  far  as  regards  the 
attendance  of  pupils,  we  are  jigiiiu  iu  the  ascent,  and  that  the 
figures  exhibit  au  increase  of  2122  a\(^r  \]n^  pnvediutij  year. 
The  total  atUMidance  for  1878  amounts  to  M:»75n,  Ixnng,  with  one 
exception,  the  largest  uumber  repi>rt^!d  in  any  one  year.  It  must, 
however,  be  observed  tliat  this  increase  in  attendance  is  largely 
owing  to  an  increase  in  the  number  of  schools,  there  having 
been  for  the  year,  as  already  shown,  au  increase  of  45  schools, 
roanv  of  which  wen*  iu  sections  where  there  had  never  'been 
a  school.  It  is  quile  probables  that  the  attendance  has  nearly 
reached  the  average  of  wliat  is  reasonably  to  be  expei*tfd  from 
the  population — at  least,  until,  if  ever,  some  compulsory  law 
is  brought  to  bear  upon  negligent  and  iuditterent  parents  and 
guardians. 

Still,  it  must  be  admitted  thai  thti  nnml)er  of  children  not 
attending  school  continues  to  be  lamentably  large.  Upon  this 
point,  Mr.  Morse,  Inspcn'tor  for  Annapolis  County,  writes  as 
follows  : — **  It  will  he  seen  that  the  jxt  rentage  of  enrolled  pupils 
daily  present,  differs  little  from  that  reported  for  the  previons 
year,  and  that  the  number  of  children  Mweeu  Kve  and  fift<^u 
years  of  age  not  attending  school  in  sections  having  schools  is  far 
too  great, — being  661  during  the  winter  term  and  345  during  the 
summer  term.  To  remedv  this  defect,  tnistees  should  be  em- 
powered  to  compel  the  attendance  of  all  children  at  schawl  during 
•ome  portion  of  the  year  at  least.  Some  compulsory  system 
must  be  adopted,  or  many  whom  free  schoi^ls  were  desired  to 
benefit,  will  not  receive  the  instniction  intended  for  them." 


Mr.  McDonald,  of  Pictoii,  writes  as  follows  : — '*  The  towns  and 
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Tilkges  gBTe  ttn  BggregBteof  888,  leaving  bat  428  for  the  ooontiy 
•ections.  Surely  these  888  are  not  all  waifs  *  for  whom  no  man 
cares.'  Is  there  not  nei^essity  for  a  eompnlBory  law  of  some  kind 
to  save  these  1,31G  childreu  from  ignorance.  The  number  in 
school  for  some  portion  of  the  year  was  265  more  than  in  1872r 

The  Inspectors'  Eeport  trom  Ijuiienburg  states  that  there  have 
been  twenty-two  ^-acant  sections  in  the  County  during  the  past 
year,  and  upwards  of  370  children  unprovided  with  the  means  of 
education  in  the  sections  to  \i'hich  they  belong.  Nine  of  these 
twenty-two  sections  are  still  without  School  houses. 

From  a  like  source  in  Gape  Breton  County  we  learn  that  Louis- 
burg,  the  old  Capital  of  CSipe  Breton,  which  is  divided  into  two 
sections,  has  neither  school  nor  school-house,  and  the  cause  can  be 
traced  to  the  doors  of  a  few  individuals  who  have  no  school-going 
children,  and  care  not  for  the  educational  interests  of  the  hardy 
fisherman,  upon  whom  they  depend  for  the  luxuries  of  life. 

The  Inspector  for  the  County  of  Halifax  writes  as  follows : 

1  am  oblif;;ed,  in  common  \\  itli  other  Inspectors,  to  complain  of 

the  irregularity  of  att<»iid:in(r  as  eWnced  by  the  disparity  between 

the  numbers  ou  the  registers*  and  the  avenijje,  and  this  even  in 

sections  wliere  thero  is  considerable  general  inten^st  in  education. 

For  example,  I  visited  in  JSepiember  last  several  schools  repre- 
sented by  the  following  numbers : 

Begistered 56 

37 

36 

62 

52 

70 

Nearlv  half  of  those  absent  were  under  ten  vears. 

'•It  is  in  vain  for  us  to  look  for  the  g<»nonil  dissemination  of 
knowledge  so  long  as  this  state  ni*  things  <oriinics.  Great  as 
are  the  perplexities  which,  in  this  country,  fsur round  the  question 
of  compulsory  education,  many  as  are  the  contlicting  interests  to 
be  adjusted,  and  strong  as  are  the  prejudices  to  be  overcome,  we 
must  resolutely  face  the  difficulty .'" 

I  cannot  but  indulge  a  strong  ho\ye  that  tlie  section  of  the  law 

makini:^  schools  compulsory  at  least  one  term  in  the  year,  as  passed 

1^  the  last   session  of  the  Legislature,   will,   to  a   great  extent, 

lemedy  the  evil  complained  of.     It  is  grafilying  to  be  assured  that 

he  compulsory  clause  is  generally  recognized  by  the  friends  of 


Present 

....10 

(i 

....  3 

i( 

....17 

...12 

(4 

ki 

....26 

XDUCATiov— supibihtbhdbnt's    rbf^mr.  zi 

pabKc  education  as  a  judicious  measure,  and  one  likelj  to  secure 
public  schools  for  many  sections  which  would  not  otherwise  hare 
them.  Nor  in  there  any  reason  to  doubt  that  great  will  be 
the  results  if  eomini^sioners,  trustees,  and  inspectors  promptly 
and  wisely  exercise  the  authority  for  good  with  which  this  new 
clause  in  our  school-law  clothes  them.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  it 
will  not  be  permitted  to  remain  a  dead  letter  upon  our  Statute 
Book,  while  there  are  200  sections  in  the  Province  without  the 
privilege  of  a  school.  I  cannot  here  refrain  trom  the  passiug  re- 
mark, that  increased  facilities  for  conferring  a  blessing,  increase 
in  an  equal  ratio  the  obligation  of  duty  as  respect  those  in  whose 
hands  is  placed  the  instrument  for  good. 

It  Lh  to  be  hoped  that  this  clause  for  compulsory  schools  wiU  not 
be  lost  sight  of  by  the  educational  authorities  of  the  different 
counties  ;  and  that  its  wise  and  efficient  working  will  obviate  for 
the  present  at  least,  the  demand  for  comijulsorif  attendance^  which 
must  bt^  the  next  progressive  step,  and.  in  all  probability,  will 
be,  as  stK)u  as  the  public  mind  is  suffieieiitly  educated  for  the 
measun*. 

TEACHERS. 

In  1H78,  there  were  employed  in  our  public  schools  during  the 
winter  term,  1551  teachers  ot  all  grade**.  Ixjing  an  increase  of  16 
over  the  cornisponding  term  of  the  preceding  year.  In  the  sum- 
mer term  there  were  1G97  teachers  of  all  grades,  being  an  increase 
of  47  over  the  <'orrespondiug  term  of  IS7'J.  •  Hy  au  insjMjction  of 
the  tables  in  the  a])peiidL\',  it  will  he  ^een,  however,  that  this  in- 
crease is  largely  of*  the  lower  gnides  and  ol'  female  teachers.  I 
have,  in  former  lleports,  directed  s])ecial  atKMition  to  these  two 
&cts — I.  ('..  the  large  and  steady  iucrea.-e  of  female  teachers 
and  of  tho*«e  of  the  lower  grades.  I  have  no\>"  again  to  state  that  the 
causes  whi<:h  have  produced  thi?«  state  of  atlair.>,  continue  to  exist, 
and  will,  il  is  to  be  feared,  still  continue  and  even  increase,  until 
the  great  body  of  the  people  theniselve**  >»hall  h.nve  learned  to 
estimate  the  blessing  of  education  at  its  true  value.  Not  that 
I  fail  to  appreciate  the  ability  and  devotcdn<**>s  to  their  work,  of 
many  of  our  f  Muale  teachers :  but  the  very  gi^eat  disprojmrlion 
which  their  nuinberj;  bear  to  the  whole  bodv  of  teachers,  is,  1  think, 
for  obviou>  re:»sons,  to  re  regretted,  and  to  !>*  avoided  in  future  if 
possible.  The  very  low  sa]ari(?s  offered  by  parsimonious  trustees 
are  not  sufficient  inducements  for  vouni;  men,  \\ell  eductiied  and 
prepared  to  take  a  high  stand  in  tlie  teaching  profession,  to  continue 
the  work  and  make  it  the  business  of  a  life-time.  At  the  present 
day,  educated  young  men  are  not  at  a  loss  tor  remunerative  and 
permanent  employment  in  which  the  income  greatly  exceeds  that 
of  School  Teaching ;  and  it  is  not   to  be  expected  that  three  or 
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four  hundred  dollars  will  be  accepted  from  Trustees,  when  six 
or  ^eveii  hundred  can  be  made  in  ^ome  mercantile  pursuit.  TWt 
is  the  explanation  of  the  paucity  of  male  teachers  of  the  higher 
grades  in  our  Publi<*  Si-hools.  A  large  number  pass  a  suc- 
cessful examination  «^:ich  \ oar,  and  are  open  to  engagements: 
bnt  y^VA  not  teju'h  for  the  low  salaries  ottered.  Hence  the 
Educate mal  interests  of  ^-ertain  sections  suiler,  particularly  such 
ns  require  instruction  in  !)ran«-hi*s  which  many  of  our  best  tbmale 
teachers  are  not  prppared  to  give ;  as  Navigation,  and  otlier 
advanced  studie**. 

■ 

A^  alr(»adv  intimated,  the  nMuii-dv  for  this,  as  our  School  I^aw 
now  sliinds,  is  with  tlu^  Trustees,  or,  in  case  of  failure  on 
their  part,  with  niie- payers  tluMusclves,  who,  seeing  the 
ne(esMt>'  of  oniplnvin^  hiiclu'r  dass  male  teacher^:,  can  make 
provision  for  them  at  their  aniuiual  met^ting,  and,  liaving  made 
the  ueces-ary  provision,  -»hcii!d  insist  upon  having  such  teachers 
employed.  By  the  J'liluratiini  Art  a•^  ainen(h»d.  (JradeB.  teachers, 
having  taught  with  any  i^radi*  ofliccnsefora  period  of  live  years,are  to 
have  a  vearlv  bonus  ot\S'<o.  To  a  <vrtain.  but  vorv  limited  extent, 
this  is  a  remedy  for  I  li«*  »*vil  complained  of:  but  unless  Trn.^iees 
supplement  it  wit h  S^^n  or  iVM>  in  addition.  thi»  bonus  trom  the 
Government  will,  it  is  to  br  h^aivd^  tail  to  <^rt*ei-t  a  continuan<»e  of 
first  class  men  in  our  l*u])lit'  .S«-h()ols.  Th*?  nec(*ssity  of  securing 
a  due  proportion  of  tir>i-fla>-N  mah*  loachiTs,  has  not  infi-et^ui'ntly 
suggested  the  desirability  ot*  some  modification  of  the  scale  of 
salaries,  by  which  to  such  ti»ai-hcr<,  both  ih.;'  (jlo\er!nnent  (»ranf 
and  the  County  aj)pPoj)ria'i<»ii  might  I »*  relatively  increased  :  lie 
importance  of  ih(»  jmkI  i<»  Ik?  L'ained  is  of  <utti<  i«'n1-  valu:*  lo  Hf^usaiid 
iT)r  the  sugg.^s;ion  a  r:in»tiil  con-jid'^njlion.  AVere  tli"  C\)unty 
School  tax,  wJiich  at  nr-  -nt  i<  thirtvcen*^**,  increased  to  fortv<<'nts, 
the  mofiHV  accniinix  tPMu  thi--  would  eiiabl'^  tl.c  Co!nlni<^i^•n^•rs 
to  pay  an  in<T(»::<'.Ml  si!:u'y  to  lirst-clas>  inal"  teachers,  v.hilsi,  at 
the  same  tir.w\  so  <iiiall  nn  ad\j>n«c  in  the  County  tax  would  l>6 
sc.-ircclv  fv'li  l,v  am'  on-'. 


I  would  not  !).•  nii-uiid'M'-ii)  kI.  whilst  piv->ing  tic  utii'cssily  of 
ellorls  to  si'.'unf  the  M»r\i.."  ufmnh*  t«?acher*<  of  the  higher  lijrades. 
It  i-i  nut,  tr.at  I  undcnah-  (Mir  fmiah?  teachers  ;  grades  C.  and 
J)..  i;i:<ri;  on  an  avcnigc.  cain:ol,  J  l;elic\c,  ho  ^urpassed  br 
any  ic.ich.»r•^  uirhin  r-'jich  nf  iiMiNirt;!'*.  wiih  the  luteins  at  th<»ii 
dispcsal.  At  thi^  pn'-iMii  \\uu\  th«\v  arc  evidently  doing  a 
v«»ry  large  •^I.;;rc  of  ilir  tHluc.itional  work  of  this  Province. 
PiitijiTiMy  and  pcr-cv.'rinirly  they  di^charge  their  onerous  duties 
with  a  ( onscientioii-'  lld'lity  Avorthy  of  all  ]>raise.  The  foHowing 
extract  from  the  J<cp.>ri  of  the  Superint(»ndent  of  Educatiou  for 
British  Columbia,  will,  no  doubt,  con\ey  the  sentiments  of  a  large 
number  of  experienced  educationists  in  our  owti  Proviuct* : — 
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'*  It  is  a  geuemlly  4:(iucedtKl  ia(*t  that  teniule  teachem,  as  a  rule, 
poflaetis  greater  aptitude  fr>r  (roininunii'atiiig  knowledge,  and  are 
nmially  better  diitciplimiriauri,  e8|Mvially  among  young  children. 
than  males.  Woman's  misnion  \h  ure-eminently  that  of  an 
adncator.  ILer  sodeiiing,  retiniug.  una  elevating  influeni^e  (Con- 
tributes largely  to  sii(*(*t*ss  in  the  srhool-room.  Patient  and 
painstaking,  she  rult^s  through  the  atii'ctionrt  ;  htT  authority  l)eing 
thus  based  upon  love,  this  trait  of  <'hnract4;r  is  rei-iprocated  by 
those  with  whom  she  t^otnes  in  t'ontact.  *  It  in  thi'  general 
opinion,'  says  Dr.  Kyers<»!i.  •  that  teiimL^  teacheri  are  best  adapt^l 
to  teach  nnall  children,  ha^  ing  as  a  general  rule  most  heart,  most 
tender  teelings,  most  assiduity,  and  in  tht»  order  of  ProvidciM'e 
the  qualities  bt^<t. suited  for  the  cure,  instruction,  and  government 
of  infancy  and  rhildhood.'  Female  teat-hers  are  largely  in  the 
majority  in  nt^riy  all  the  States  of  the  neighbouring  Republic. 
They  number  about  four-Hfihs  of  the  more  than  28,000  teachen 
employed  in  the  State  of  New  York,  whil<*  in  Connecticut  they 
number  two-thirds.  In  tht*  Earstern  Proviuce.s  and  Great  Britain 
the  proportion  of  female  to  male  t^^achers  is  r.ipidly  increasing. 
The  existence  of  a  little  uufoiuuled  prejudice  in  some  of  our 
districts  against  female  teachers,  has  indutred  me  to  go  more  iuto 
detail  here  than  1  otherwise  should  have  done.  1  teel  no  hesitancy 
in  stating.  ther«»f(»r^,  that  'rrust«^»<  •  «>uld  advance  the  |j<*st  interests 
of  the  rising  generation  by  sei-uriuj^  tln^  services  of  etficicjnt  female 
teachers  whenever  and  whenever  thev  can  W  obtained." 

• 

In  th»»  Winter  terui  of  jsy;^.  there  \\<»rt?  'M7  lemale  l^si^'hers 
holdin<4  lit'onse**  of  gnideC.  In  the  Summer  term,  the  numb*»r  of 
the  same  grad^  was  4Hi).  The  Tuimber  of  those  holding  grade  I). 
— female  iJnd  class — was,  tor  the  Winter  term,  -titj,  and  for  the 
Summer  t^Tin.  i»iU\ :  whilsi  of  the  third,  or  lowest  gnide,  there 
wereeng-aged.  during  the  Winter  term.  1  ;">'.>.  and  for  the  Summer 
term.-7><.  U'inga  total  increase  over  the  <-orn'sponding  terms  of  the 
preceding  year  of  <»!♦  for  tin*  Winter  and  r»<»  tor  the  Sununer  Term. 
I  cannot  omit,  whilst  on  this  point.  invLtini;  [Kirticul'ir  att<Mition  to 
the  tollowing  paragniph  in  thi^  ex<*ellent  Report  of  the  Insjjecior 
for  Piciou.  who,  in  rt4*en^nce  to  third-class  teachers,  expresses  the 
foll(»\\ing  very  decided  opinion: — 

"I  would  rem»at  my  c<inviction  that  the  continuance  of  the 
Third  Class  of  TeachtTs  is  most  d«Mrimeutal  tt)  the  int«^n^sts  of  the 
oountry,  at  all  events  to  Pict4>u  (.'ounty.  It  keeps  the  instruction 
(if  any)  imparted  at  a  very  low  standard,  and  induces  a  very  low 
estimate  ot  education  on  the  part  of  the  |)eop1e  if  the  longer 
continuance  of  this  gnuie  is  deemed  necessary  for  other  parts  of  the 
province,  limit  them  to  oncf  y<^r*s  service.  Any  young  person  that 
kcks  either  the  ability  to  qualify  himself  or  herself,  or  the  ambition 
to  rise  higher,  should  be  excluded  from  t  h(5  profession.     8o  long  as 
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nadi  ft  low  ck«»<»  sn*  ?<eDt  into  the  field  they  will  lind  emplonneoi. 
The  eSoct  is  already  painfully  evident.  Very  iew  yoang  men  an 
ooming  forward,  and  the  tew  that  are.  are  making  it  ^  a  stappiiig 
niont*''  to  Home  otlvjr  p^ote^^iuu.  In  thin  County.  22  of  the  young 
men  who  taught  during  the  summer,  are  now  prosecuting  their 
Htadiet*  iat  the  Academies  and  CoUegeri.  and  there  are  not  men  to 
fill  their  place  in  tbf*  Mrhoolii.  First  Clas^  Females  are  becoming 
diiiheartened  at  finding  the  sex  (judged  by  tho^ie  persons)  branded 
as  incompetent.  Lnk-ontinue  the  lower  grade,  (third  ckss) 
flMOore  distinctions  both  as  regards  qualifications  and  remimer- 
aiion,  give  ''a  fair  field  and  no  favor.**  and  matters  will  soon  find 
their  proper  level.*' 

I  am  well  aware  that  Mr.  McDonald  is  not  alone  in  the  ofnnion 
here  expresrad ;  and  that,  at  various  times,  the  abolishing  of 
grade  E.  has  been  iu-g(*d.  To  a  certain  extent  I  have  concurred 
in  these  views,  but  at  the  fc>ame  time  felt  that  the  time  to 
make  this  change  had  not  arrived  :  no  doubt  it  will  eventuaDy 
be  made,  but  werb  it  d(»ne  at  the  present  time  it  is  to  be  feared 
that  mam'  schools  in  poor  and  remote  places  would  &il  altogether 
in  obtaining  even  instructors  of  any  grade  for  their  children : 
But  an  opinion  sii  fully  and  strongly  expressed  demands  mature 
consideration. 

EXAMINATIONS. 

In«lu]y,  187'^,  was  held  our  first  annual  exauiiiiation  of  candi- 
(lates  for  licenses  to  leacli,  when  0  candidates  for  gnide  A.,  106 
for  grade  B.,  lilH  for  gradi*  C,  383  for  grade  D.,  and  74  for  grade 
E.,  prfss(?uted  themselves. — making  a  total  of  JH2.  Of  this  uum- 
Iwr  r»><0  wore  huccessfiil  in  obtaining  some  grade.  Comparing 
this  with  former  (\\unnuaTiuus.  I  feel  waiTanted  in  saying  that  the 
<raiididat<fs  brought  in  thcnr  work  a  better  preparation,  and  that, 
thn)ugh<>ut  the  entirf*  oxenMses.  there  worn  evidences  of  more 
jnnfun.«d  HclioLirship. 

At  the  late  exaininatiou.  for  the  first  time  in  this  dejmrl nient  of 
our  uork,  a  lady  pupil,  of  th(*  Pictou  Academy,  was  a  successful 
<;andi(liile  for  the  highest,  or  academic,  grade.  Femakjs  of  grades 
A.  anil  B.  are  not  employed  as  such  in  the  public  si-liools,  but 
are  simply  regarded  as  jirnl-rhKti  female,  or  grade  C.  teachers. 
The  circumsl^inee,  therefore,  tliat  yoimg  ladies  do  successfully 
apply  themselves  and,  without  prospect  of  proportionate  remuner- 
ation, s[M)nd  time  and  cflbrt  to  seirure  what  is  but  honorary, 
manifests  a  love  for  mental  culture  worthy  of  admiration,  and 
afifords  an  example  commending  itself  to  teachers  of  both 
•exes.  The  fact  now  mentioned  is  noticeable  in  view  of  the 
drcumstance  that  the  work  of  teaching,  in  spite  of  all  specuktioa 
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to  ite  proprietT,  is  rapidly  paH^iDg  into  the  huuds  of  femalee  ; 
sod  that  they,  if  the  signs  of  the  times  are  to  be  accepted  as 
indicsting  the  future,  are  destined  to  be.  to  a  ]argi>  extont,  the 
educators  of  the  people. 

From  the  number  of  sucoes^^ful  candidates,  it  will  be  inferred 
that  there  can  be  no  reasonable  tear  of  a  scarcity  of  teachers, 
nor  would  there  be,  if  those  who  obtain  license  engaged  in  the  work 
which  they  at  first  proposed  U)  follow :  but,  to  a  ver>'  great  extent, 
this  la  not  the  case.  The  diminution  in  number  is  rapid  ;  some 
nOTer  teach;  a  large  numbt^r  of  female  teachers  continue  but  a  very 
short  time;  some  &il  in  an  aptness  for  the  work,  and  finding  this 
out,  soon  abandon  the  employiuent.  Male  teachers  are  almost 
constantly  on  the  watch  for  something  man*  remimerative,  and 
drop  off  from  their  chosen  occupation  when  a  better  salary  is 
obtainable  elsewhere.  Thus  the  nuTnlj<T  of  teachers  diminishes, 
and  a  large  examination  each  year  i<  necessary'  to  continue  the 
supply.  But  as  remarked  elsewhere,  the  supply  is  am])le  where 
the  inducement  is  liljeral. 

Many  of  our  gradr  A.  teachtTs  an*  •jfraduates  from  Colleges,  and 
hold  a  degree  of  B.  A.  Our  present  School  Law  requires  all  such 
to  submit  to  the  same  examination  as  that  bv  which  tlie  scholar- 
ship  of  tho.-e  who  have  never  b«^n  at  coll«»ge  at  all  is  tested* 
Graduates  often  therefore  complain,  as  they  fail  to  see  why  a  success- 
ful Bachelor  of  Arts,  jubt  from  roUege,  should  again  be  examined, 
and  assume,  not  unreasonably,  that  the  Faculty  of  a  Colk»ge  has 
subjected  them  to  a  much  more  rigid  test  of  scholarship  than 
is  our  examinati(»n  for  gnide  A.  For  profijssional  work,  they 
must  assuredly  be  «»xamined  :  but  as  regards  dassiis  and  mathe- 
matics, it  is  no  \»^ry  great  sln'trh  of  l«Miiency  to  assume  that 
students  who  h(»ld  the  college  degree  of  B.  A.,  are  better  able 
to  teach  auv  of  our  Countv  Academies  than  those  who  never 
enjoyed  the  udvantau^s  and  training  of  a  collegia  eonrse. 

HALIFAX  CITV  SCHOOLS. 

The  City  Commissioner-^  eontinue  tlieir  eflbrts  to  pronde 
a-  good  Enj^lish  education  for  tlie  children  of  all  classes.  Lq 
his  recent  Beport,  the  Clialnnan  pnves  Til 7*3  as  the  numlier  on 
the  school  roll :  but  this  innnb<*r,  it  must  Ix^  observed,  is  for  the 
Summer  term.  The  num])or  attending  during  the  Winter  term, 
was  4720 ;  but  from  theotHcial  n»turns.  1  learn  that  there  \*tis  a 
total  of  0802  attending  in  the  City  Schools  some  j)art  of  the  year. 

In  the  Countv  of  Halifax,  outside  of  the  Citv,  the  attendance 
during  the  year  was  6240.  making  a  total,  for  City  and  County, 
of  13042.    Assuming  the  population  of  the  City  and  County,  as 
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given  in  the  lant  census  to  b*^  i-orrwt,  ii  will  be  observed,  that  the 
attendance  of  pupils  outside  the  Cit  v  whh.  ac-rording  to  populatioii, 
as  large  a»  in  the  (-ity:  whereas  we  ought  to  expect  the  proportkm 
in  th«^  City  to  be  much  largtT  than  in  the  rural  districrts.  Th« 
infen^nce  likely  to  Iw  drawn  from  this  cfunpurison,  is,  that  either 
on  the  part  of  tht»  Connnissioners  or  pai>Mits,  there  is  a  lack  of  that 
inten»st  and  vigor  so  nei*»»ssary  in  all  sucli  cases,  to  secure  a 
punctual  atteTidance  at  schooK. 

The  moht  of  the  difficulties  and  obstacles  in  the  wav  of  an 
enlarged  success  in  the  Til  v  Si-hools,  mav  be  resolved  into  the 
two  following: — 

First,  the  pmct ice  df  taking  children  es|HH'ially  boys,  from  seboo] 
at  too  (»arly  an  age.  I  n  aCily  like  1  lalifax,  t^he  temptations  to  do  this 
arevtTv  stnmg,  and  an*  almost  continuously  presenting  themselves. 
Boys  an^  recjuiw^d  in  offices,  stones  and  shops,  or  as  apprenli(«s. 
In  many  of  tjiosc  positions  a  salary  is  given  which,  although 
small,  is  an  imj>ortant  consideration,  as  it  supplements  the  parent's 
income,  anrl  thus  aids  in  the  support  of  the  family.  Parents  are 
therefon*  strongly  and  sorely  temj)fed  to  have  their  children 
earning  SOI m » thing.  Hence,  just  at  the  time  when  a  pupil  has 
mastenMl  ihe  mi*re  rudiments  of  an  education,  he  is  taken  from 
school,  and.  with  the  little  h»»  has,  thrust  into  the  responsible 
duties  of  bu-iness  lifif.  to  the  givat  sacrifice  of  his  own  future 
intends! s.  and  it  mav  Im»  that  of  his  rouritrv  also. 

The  "-econd  may  bt>  designated  (lusts  Injlt'rmr.  I  need  but 
state,  what  e>ery  obMTving  perMin  see^  and  knows,  that  the 
wealthy  <*las^.»>  are  i'\ceedingly  unwilling  to  have  their  children 
mingle  with  (hose  of  the  ])»)()r.  with  that  frcedonj  which  cauuot 
well  Ik*  a\oided  in  a  public  scIumiI.  Kr<»m  this  stale  oi  things, 
several  most  unfavorable  results  follow  :  tin*  public  schools  are 
deprived  of  tha"  interest  which  winihl  otherwise  bo  felt  in 
them  wen*  the  t-hildren  of  the  wealthy  in  attendanee;  and  the 
wealthy,  who  send  their  »-hildreu  t(»  private*  schools,  or  to  other 
coinitries  m  too  many  instance>.  are  tjuite  sitisfied  that  the  ])ub]ie 
Mcl  ()oi>,  for  whi<h  they  are  taxed,  -should  W  sustained  as  cheaply 
as  possible. 

I  au)  pleased  lo  learn  that  a  plan  tor  a  lii«rh  School  in  the  City 
is  now  iMMug  matured,  the  inlluence  of  which,  if  wisely  conducted, 
wnll  to  a  considerable  extent,  nMuedy  the  evil  complained  of:  and 
eventually,  it  is  hoped,  intense  a  mon*  healthful  sjjirit,  and  give 
a  higher  tone  to  the  entln*  school  sxsitMu  of  the  City. 

In  the  City  of  ilalitiix,  there  is  a  larg«^  number  of  boys  of  a 
Ter}'  poor  class  who,  there  is  reason  to  think,  do  not  attend  school 
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•tall;  but  are  almost,  if  jiot  alui^ther  street  \'agrant5,  pro- 
fiM£«cUy  looking  for  mouk*  little  i^niployinent,  bat  really  obtaining 
M  miserable  living  inaiuly  t  hrou^li  i'riiru'..  Cannot  something  be  done 
for  this  most  unibrtiinutt^  «*1hs*«?  If  it  were  ])osHible  to  establish, 
for-the  especial  benefit  ufihe^i'  l>»ys.  a  h:ilt-day  *^chool,  and,  if  by  a 
corporation  law  they  worn  com] )i.OK*d  lu  jittond  at  least  ihnv  hours 
eai*n  day,  their  vagrant  habits  might,  to  soinii  extent,  be  overrome. 
A  Truant  Tiuw.  hv  whL-h  all  .such  1k)v>.  wIumi  found  on  the  street,  are 
required  ti>  show  a  littlo  print o<l  rard  troni  the  teacher,  as  a 
eertilirat**  of  having  }K»en  at  srhool  tin*  ri'i|i'in»d  time,  is  found  to 
work  well  in  nianv  ritic*;.  an<l  i^^  woithv  of  a  trial  in  Halifax. 
!^HWspa^K^^boy^  might  Ik?  liciMisiMl.  and  the  granting  of  the  license 
made  conditional  on  attending  M'hool  tlm^e  hours  each  day. 
By  some  surh  arrangeiUt^ut  s,  a  half-day  school  might  prove  a 
blessing  to  a  nnin<;rons  and  neglf*ci«Ml  class  of  the  boys  of  Halifax. 

J.  would  rt^spv! /ully  conirnctid  to  the  (^omniissionm;  the  estab- 
lishnitMil  n\'  evening  schools  adapted  t<»  the  re(|uinMncnts  of  such 
aH cannot  attend  da v  schools.     Th(»rvM*s  a  j^rreat  necessitv  for  such 

ft  '^  • 

8ch(M)ls,  ami  u  is  i<>  ho  r<>i^riMt«Mi  that  this  citv  is  so  deticient  in 
pronsioii  to  supply  instmciion  whi.h  is  rinpiired  to  aid  young 
men,  (^specially  thost*  of  the  workini;  tlasxis,  in  qualitying  thnm- 
»elve>  for  success  in  the  l>usine*»  they  may  pursue. 

NORMAL  SCMIOOL. 

From  my  lir>t  «-oiiiiecri<»n  \\ith  iJie  Kducational  Department,  I 
was  convinced  llial  one  shuri  imn  at  the  Normal  School  was 
altogether  i:!aiL'<ni;:t«'  ti>  iIj.*  n.-.t'sviiii-^  of  ihe  pupils  and  of  the  re- 
(piin»Mients  oi'ifj;^  <.hoi»N.  In  uhi-li.asromingfroin  a  well  furnished 
tnining  es<;i))li-hii'."iit.  tliese  piipil>  were  to  take  a  pr-oitiinent 
position.  I.  liesiinifil,  lio\\ev»»r,  in  urLrin::  npon  iheC'-niw  i)  <»:*  i^ublie. 
Instruction  nnv  chanu:e  likoiv  to  dimini^li  ilie  averati; '  ali'iidanee  : 
but  the  necessii  y  for  an  extended  eoiirse  oT  iraininii:  f^'cani  •  inireas- 
ingly  appan-ni  :  and  the  ( 'ounrii  at  lenijjd'  <i  m-hI-jI  jipon  i\u'  pre-tnt 
long  U»nn,  in^t<'ad  of  the  tw«»  in  o?ie  \.-:i.*  us  heretofore.  The 
chani'e  I  am  h.apjn  to  suy.  i-;  ellin-iinir  'x  -llent  r»'snlts.  In^^lead 
of  diminish.'*!  numlw-rs.  tiiere  an*  .-n  ilijs  lime  >^')  puj)iN  in 
attendance,  a  nmnher.  I  h.^litne.  mu<'ii  lari^.M*  than  at  any  former 
period.  Some  ehan^«'>  lia\e  l>e»n  msido  in  tlie  inti'ri(»r  arnmtre- 
inents  of  the  huildiu'^.  ada])ting  it  to  this  increased  nuuiber. 

The  iniporlance  oi' maimainini^  this  School  in  a  state  of  thorough 
efficiency  eannot  be  too  strongly  arii:ued.  The  present  large 
attendance  is  a  very  'jjood  iiidi«-;ition  of  the  public  estimation,  and 
shows  also,  that  both  trustees  and  teacluTs  are  becoming  mon* alive 
to  the  advantages  of  a  Normal  Sehool  tniining.  The  day  is  pro- 
bably not  di<«tant.  when  all  eaudidates  tor  licenses  to  teach  in  our 
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Public  Schools,  will  be  required  to  spend  a  term  in  the  stodj  dt 

Erofessional  work.  Such  an  arrangement  may  demand  a 
krge  outlay  of  public  money  to  supply  adequate  buildings,  an 
enlarged  staff  of  professors  and  apnaratus,  but  results  will  demon* 
strata  the  \iisdom  and  necessity  oi  such  an  expenditure.  Even 
now,  were  it  possible  to  expend  more  money  on  the  Institutiaii« 
our  public  schools  would  undoubtedly  derive  great  adTantages. 

Instruction  in  dra\«ing  should  assuredly  be  provided  for  in  thia 
Institution,  and  it  should  be  prominent  among  the  inducements 
for  engaging  a  Xormal  School  teacher  that  he  or  she  can  teadi 
drawing.  On  the  especial  nece^sity  of  Drawing  as  a  branch  of 
study  in  our  public  schools,  I  have  expressed  my  opinion  mora 
fully  in  another  pari  of  thi«  Report. 

J* 

1  am  happy  in  being  able  to  say  that  pupils  from  the  Normal 
School  are  gradually  taking  a  liigher  stand  as  trained  teachers. 
This  will  no  doubt,  be  increasingly  ap^mrent  as  one  of  the  im^- 
mediate  results  of  the  extended  time  required  to  obtain  a  Normal 
School  Diploma  :  and  as  thf  <MlucatioDal  work  goes  on.  the  people 
uill  fUrther  appreciatt^  a  hijijher  professional  tftatitii,  and  come  more 
perfectly  to  understand  that  it  is  thj*  ifucher  who  makes  the  school. 

Inducements  have  lK*en  held  out  to  encourage  attendance  at  the 
Normal  School;  and  it  is  pratitying  to  know  that  the  increased 
attendance  during  the  former  and  present  tonus,  distinctly  intimate 
an  appreciation  of  th(»se  generous  provisions.  Travelling  exjiensee 
are  all  paid;  an  efficient  staff  of  teachers  provided,  so  thai  instruc- 
tion of  the  highest  ord(M'i«  fret^  toallcandidiitesfor  licenses  to  teach; 
books  and  stationery  are  provided,  and  tin*  pupil's  only  e\j/»*nse  is 
board.  But  in  ord(?r  that  additional  encouragement  may  be  offered 
for  spending  the  entire  term,  I  would  respectfully  recommend  that 
in  lh(»  tinir  required  ]>y  l^aw  to  secure  the  annual  bonus  to  teachers 
of  five  vears  itanding.  an  atttMuhnKr  of  one  full  term  and  a  pro- 
fef^sional  «*tanding,  ]>•  counted    as  one  year. 

SPECIAL  acadp:mies. 

There  are  seven  of  these  Institutions  receiving  special  aid 
from  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction.  The  whole  number 
of  pupils  attending  these  Institutions  during  the  year,  wee 
536 ;  the  average  number  daily  present  was  tU^  ;  and  the 
number  of  new  pupils  enrolled  during  the  year,  was  240. 
The  Government  grant  to  their  maintenance,  amounted  to 
$658f>. 

Among  the  Special  Academies,  those  of  Pictou  and  Tar- 
month,  have,  for  several  years,  occupied  prominent  positioiit. 
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hmUL  year,  Mr.  Bayiie«  for  severml  years  the  Buceessftal  PHn- 
qIImI  of  Pictou  Academy,  resigned  the  head  mastership  and, 
at  present,  is  prosecating  his  studies  in  Germany.  The  posi- 
tion vacated  by  him  is  filled  by  A  H.  McKay,  B.  A. ;  and  I 
am  glad  to  know  that  under  the  present  sta^fif  of  teachcts, 
the  institution  continues  to  sustain  its  former  reputation. 
Yarmouth  Academy  continues  under  the  head  mastership  of 
Mr.  Fletcher;  while  John  Jack,  Esq.,  a  teacher  of  distinguished 
ability  and  matured  experience,  conducts  the  hi^^best  depart- 
ment in  the  graded  school,  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the 
Trustees  and  the  friends  of  the  Academy. 

From  the  locality  of  these  two  institutions  and  the  fields  for 
educational  efibrt  by  which  they  are  surrounded,  it  is  greatly 
to  be  desired  that  they  should  be  made  yet  more  decidealy  the 
institutions  for  higher  class  instruction,  for  the  Eastern  and 
Western  Sections  of  the  Province.  An  increase  in  the  number 
of  such  schools  is  not  to  be  desired  ;  numerically  we  have 
enough  of  them;  and  now  the  solicitude  of  the  friends  of  edu- 
cation should  be  exerted  to  make  what  we  have  yet  more 
▼aluablc  to  Ihe  country  as  schools  of  learning.  The  necessity 
for  this  increased  etficicncy  grows  with  a  speed  far  exceeding 
the  disposition  of  the  people  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
the  times. 

« 

Pictou  requires  new  and  more  commodious  buildings;  and 
it  is  not  too  much  to  expect  that  the  enterprise  and  activity 
of  one  of  the  most  intelligent  communities  in  Nova  Scotia, 
will  not  long  permit  this  comparatively  ancient  and  honored 
Academy  to  labor,  as  it  now  does,  under  the  disadvantage  of 
buildings  scarcely  suited  to  the  educational  requirements  of 
the  place,  when  Pictou  was  as  yet  in  its  infancy. 

On  the  whoUi  the  Academies  of  Pictou  and  Yarmouth  must 
be  regarded  as  meriting  special  commendation  in  their  respec- 
tive communities.  They  have  warm  friends  that  contribute 
liberally  to  their  success,  and  are  doing  a  work  in  edu- 
cating the  people  of  these  sections  which  will  ultimately 
secure  to  the  commercial  and  mining  enterprises  of  our 
Province,  advantages  of  untold  value.  Money  expended 
by  Government,  Counties,  and  from  other  sources,  will  be 
money  wisely  consecrated  to  the  best  interest  of  the  country. 
I  must  rcl'er  to  the  tables  in  the  Appendix  for  more  particular 
statements  relative  to  Special  Academics  generally,  and  for  a 
more  complete  exposition  of  their  financial'  state,  educational 
activities  and  success. 

The  Institution  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  continues  to  afford 
latiafaction  to  its  friends,  and,  by  its  success,  to  substantiate 
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its  claims  apon  the  (lovernmcnt  and  apon  ^  benev.olent  public; 
Tbc  pupils  at  the  school  are  from  almost  all  the  Maritime  Pro- 
vinces, and  this  fact  induces  the  hope  that,  when  the  effdrtt 
necessary  to  such  an  issue  are  put  forth,  the  Institution  will 
b^ome  the  acco|>tcd  one  of  its  kind  to  all  the  Provinces,  for 
their  silent  children  of  uttliction,  and  will  be  sustained  by  a 
generous  p^rant  from  each.  It  mui^t,  I  think,  be  obvious  that 
one  such  Institution,  in  some  central  location,  will,  in  every 
respect,  be  sustained  njon*  clliriontiy  and  economicallj  than 
several  could  be  in  different  localities. 

1  beg  leave  to  make  a  reference  to  the  Blind  Asylum. 
Although  not  named  in  the  list  of  Special  Academies,  as  is  the 
Institution  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  it  nevertheless  is  one  of  the 
Provincial  Institutions  which  strongly  claims  our  sMiipatby 
and  support.  At  the  present  time  there  are  in  that  Institution 
fiftfeu  pupils — ten  males  and  five  feniales, — receiving  instruc- 
tion Irom  two  well  ([ualiiled  teachers.  The  expenses  for  1873 
were  9<^ 285.67.  The  income  has  met  this,  leaving  a  balance 
in  the  treasurer's  hands  of  ^678.77.  The  facilities  afforded  in 
this  Institution  for  educating  the  Blind,  are  not  provided  in 
any  other  of  the  Maritime  Provinces.  I  beg  leave  to  call 
■pecial  attention  to  the  Annual  Report  for  1873. 

COUNTY  ACADEMIES. 

I  must  refer  to  the  Reports  of  the  County  Inspectors,  and 
also  to  table  XYII  in  the  Appendiz,  in  order  that  the  work* 
ing  of  the  County  Academies  may  be  understood.  At  the 
inception  of  our  present  School  System,  these  Institutions 
were  designed  to  provide  advanced  education  in  the  several 
counties  where  located  ;  but  the  intention,  however  good,  has, 
I  regret  to  sav,  been  but  partially  realized.  The  reason  of 
this  failure   is  thus  stated   by  the  Inspector  for  Annapolis : — 

Cotnity  Academy, — ^No  Acjidoniic  l^eachcr  was  t>mp]oyftd  during 
the  Winter  Term,  although  elfurts  wercj  made  to  obtain  one. 
During  the  Summer  Term  the  Institution  has  l)eon  under  the 
charge  of  Mr.  A.  H.  McKay,  a  Graduate  of  the  T)alhousi»»  College, 
and  has  been  conducted  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner.  The  stan- 
dard of  admission  has  beim  somewhat  lowered,  in  coTisequence  of 
which  a  large  number  of  pupils  have  been  in  attendance.  Very  few 
now  residents  of  the  Seetiofi  in  which  the  Academy  is  situated, 
avail  themselves  of  its  advantages.  The  supply  o^  apparatus  is 
very  limited  for  such  an  institution,  and  in  ract  the  benefit^)  to  be 
derived  are  not  such  as  to  attrai*t  pupils  from  other  sections  inthe 
county.    Those  wishing  to  pursue  an  Academy  course  of  stud^» 
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prefer  attending  other  LnstilutionH  where  greater  futilities  tor  ad- 
Tmcement  are  aiforded  n\  no  greuter  iH)st. 

The  remarks  of  Mr.  Morac  spplj  with  equal  force  to  all 
the  Coanty  Academies,  which  are  but  Iligh  Schools  in  the 
Oounty  towns  in  whicli  they  are  situate  ;  nor  are  these  observa- 
tioDS  of  Inspectors  made  in  dispara({ement  of  Head  Masters, 
many  of  whom  are  among  our  best  instructors,  and,  as  far  as 
possible  under  the  circumstances  in  which  they  are  placed, 
are  exercising  upon  the  wection  where  they  teach  n  healthtiil 
influence.  But  I  must  give  utterance  to  a  fact  which,  although 
stated  in  a  former  Report,  needs  nevertheless  to  be  repeated, — 
namely  that  County  Academies  are  not  occupying  the  place 
they  were  designed  to  fill  in  our  educational  scheme.  Tersons 
living  a  few  miles  distant  from  a  school  house,  must  ueces- 
aarily  board  their  children  from  home  whilst  they  are  attending 
fchool,  and  the  expense  thus  incurred  will  be  as  large  as  it 
would  be  were  they  at  some  of  our  higher  institutions, 
where  the  appliances  for  education  are,  in  every  respect, 
of  a  superior  character.  No  doubt  these  Academies  are 
doing  a  good  work  in  the  sections  where  they  are  located ; 
bat  outside  of  these,  as  a  rule,  their  influence  is  scarcely  felt. 
The  remedy  for  this  is  to  bring  them  up  to  a  higher  standard, 
by  making  them  equal  to  the  Special  Academies;  and  if  this  can- 
not be  done,  let  them  be  resolved  into  a  few  institutions 
located  in  the  most  central  parts  of  the  Province,  as  then,  the 
means  now  distributed  among  the  whole,  being  more  concen- 
trated, would  secure  better  results  with  no  additional  outlay. 

In  this  connection,  I  have  to  state  that  those  Counties  where 
Colleges  are  situated,  are  b}"*  law  deprived  of  free  Academic 
nstitutions.  It  may  be  suggested  that  the  law  might  be, 
in  some  way,  modified,  so  as  to  provide  a  remedy  for  this 
defect  in  our  School  System.  Counties  having  Colleges 
should  assuredly  have  Academies,  which,  as  Collegiate 
Schools,  may  become  feeders  to  the  Colleges.  I  cannot 
bat  think  that  such  counties  have  a  first  claim  to  Academic 
Institutions. — I  would  instance  the  counties  of  Halifax,  Hants, 
and  Kings. 

COLLEGES. 

Table  XIX  in  the  Appendix,  exhibiting  the  state  of  the 
Nova  Scotian  Colleges,   is  surely  not  void  of  interest. 


and  no  doubt  will  be  scanned  by  the  fidends  of  Collegiate 
education  with  much  care.  From  this  table  it  appears 
that  there  are,  at  the  present  time,  210  matriculated 
students  in  all  these  six  Colleges,  inclusive  of  26  medical  stu* 
dents  in  Dalhoosie.    There  are  also  88  students  taking  partial 
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courses;  of  the  210  regular  students,  63  are  Freshmen. 
These  298  students — all  told — are  receiving  instruction  from 
28  Professors  in  the  various  branches  of  Collegiate  stud/ ; 
whilst  9  are  engaged  in  the  Medical  School  of  Dalhousie.  From 
these  Colleges,  40  students  received,  during  the  year,  the  de- 
gree of  B.  A.  The  support  of  these  six  Colleges  is  as  followa: 
The  funds  invested  amount  to  $222,024.  Tlie  value  of  real 
estate  possessed  by  them  is  $119,000,  making  a  total  endow* 
ment  of  $341,246. 

Their  total  income  is  $32,493,  of  which  sum  $6000  is  granted 
by  the  Local  Government.  The  total  expenditure  for  the  year 
was  $31,577. 

EXPENDITURE. 

By  a  reference  to  the  appended  tables,  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  entire  educational  expense  for  Common  Schools  for  the 
year  187*5,  was  $23,296.28  in  excess  of  that  of  the  preceding 
year.  The  Government  grant  for  all  educational  purposes 
was  $165,562.44.  The  sum  derived  from  the  County  tax  was 
$105,  029,  an  increase  on  the  former  year  of  nearly  $15,000  ; 
while  the  whole  amount  expended  by  trustees  was  S370,303, 
an  increase  of  S29,08*i  over  1872.  There  was  raised  by  sec- 
tional assessment  alone  $232,467.  The  $370,303  expended 
by  trustees,  with  the  sum  expended  by  Government  for 
all  Common  school  purposes,  amount  to  $518,735.44,  which 
makes  the  average  cost  of  the  education  of  each  registered 
pupil  >S5.5'-^  a  slight  decrease  as  compared  with  the  previous 
year. 

The  total  sum,  as  paid  for  all  branches  of  educational  work 
amounts  to  $573,152.44,  being  an  increase  of  $18,743.97  on 
the  year  1S72. 

GENERAL   REMARKS. 

Our  public  cichools  are  open  to  the  children  of  all  classes 
and  creeds,  who  may  attend  and  enjoy  all  the  school  privileges 
without  charge,  or  fee. 

The  peculiar  doctrines  of  religious  denominations  are  not 
taughtp  but  provision  is  made  by  which  the  Bible  may  be 
read«  and  the  chii^en  taught  the  great  essential  truths  of 
the  Christian  Religion. 

These  free  schools  are  designed  by  our  Educational  Law  to 
be  general.    The  law,  as  now  amended,  provides  that)  in  OTarj 
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•eilion  wtiere  there  are  twelve  children  and  property  to  the 
▼•he  of  M)00,  there  shall  be  for  one  school  term  in  each. 
jear^a  public  free  school. 

Oar  present  system  of  free  edircation  has  been  in  operatioi^ 
since  1864.  Wt  have  therefore  before  us  the  experience  often 
years.  It  is  true,  we  cannot  claim  perfection  for  all  the  details 
of  onr  School  system  :  amendments  and  modifications  are.  and 
will  be  required,  yet,  on  the  whole,  past  experioice  has  so  fixed 
the  idea  of  i5r/Mm</o/i  in  the  public  mind,  tlttt  very  few  would 
now  be  found  willing  to  see  our  scheme  of  universal  and  frc(»  edu- 
cation abandoned.  It  is  true,  by  some,  Separate  Schools  are 
asked  for,  but  where  such  is  the  case,  the  demand  is  not  made 
with  a  design  hostile  to  general  and  free  education,  hut  simply 
to  ingraft  upon  it  religious  instruction,  that  it  may  more 
reailily  subserve  what  is  conceived  to  he.  a  highei  intorvst. — 
We  may,  therefore,  now  regard  the  idea  of  free  and 
general  education  as  firmly  and  conscicMitiously  rooted  in 
the  minds  of  the  people,  who  value  it  as  a  groat  privilege 
which  wtcst  hf  mninitmu'L  ^\\\  this  conviction  we  are  in 
harmony  with  a  largo  innjority  of  the  people  of  the 
remainder  of  Canada;  also  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
more  highly  enlightened  nations  of  Europn.  Indeed,  universal 
public  education  is  the  great  idea  which,  at  the  present 
day,  engages  the  attention  of  statesmen,  philanthrophists,  and 
philosophers,  in  all  civilized  countries,  who  recognize,  in  all 
th'eii:  legislation  and  teaching,  the  necessity  of  education  for 
the-  people.  In  larire  communities  and  in  small  ones,  the  truth 
is  alike  unquestionable,  that  if  the  masses  of  the  people  are  to 
be  elevated  and  saved  from  vice, — if  thev  are  ever  to  under- 
stand  their  own  interest  as  well  as  that  of  the  State, — if  iliey 
are  to  be  relied  on  as  an  integral  part  of  a  progressive  and 
virtnoas  community,  it  must  and  will  be  by  the  agency  of  a 
syfit^m  of  public  instruction,  reaching  to  all  classes,  and  in- 
spiring a  common  ambition  and   aim. 

No  blessing  can  be  of  more  value  to  any  people  than  a  good 
system  of  education,  one  that  fosters  and  promotes  Truth  and 
Virtue  and  at  the  same  time  stimulates  to  activity  and 
enterprise,  as  in  it  rests  the  foundation  of  principles  of 
universal  pi'osperity,  since  it  necessarily  promotes  political 
sagacity  and  commercial  success,  whilst  ignorance  is  the 
parent  of  Poverty,  Crime,  and  national  Debasement.  With 
Bucb  convictions,  the  friends  of  universal  education,  to  be  con- 
siatint  with  themselves,  and  to  act  in  harmony  with  their  own 
f^fessions,  must  look  to  the  Government  and  insist  that, 
among  the  first  duties  of  public  men,  is  that  of  casting  around 
the  interests  of  Education  the  anthority  and  influence  of  Law,. 
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and  of  applying  mthont  stint,  or  grudge,  every  dollar  that  tht 
revenne  of  the  country  can  possibly  afford,  to  promote  the 
education  of  the  people.  The  education  of  youth  is 
assuredly  the  cheapest  and  most  certain  protection  of  a  nation 
from  the  inborn  evils  with  which  it  may  be  afflicted.  Pro- 
perly educated  boys  and  girls  are  one  day  to  be  the  reliable  sup^ 
porters  of  the  honest  statesmen  of  the  land,  and  are\he  ele- 
ments that  make  any  people  truly  great.  No  part  of  the  reve- 
nue of  a  country  is  therefore  so  well  applied  as  that  spent  on 
education,  and  the  sagacity  of  the  politician,  when  exercised 
to  secure  and  foster  this  blessing,  has  a  depth  and  cxpansive- 
ness  about  it,  seen  and  felt,  as  it  is  not  in  any  other  branch 
of  the  public  service.  Public  funds  may  be,  and  doubtless 
often  are,  wasted  upon  interests  of  uncertain  value,  and  in 
opposition  to  public  conviction,  but  those  devoted  to  educa- 
tion are  the  seeds  of  an  increase  to  be  gathered  as  a  golden 
harv'cst. 

It  is  not,  therefore,  unreasonable  that  we  should  ask  that 
every  available  dollar  of  the  revenue  should  be  sacredly 
consecrated  to  the  education  of  the  people,  and  be  as 
capital  invested  for  the  good  of  the  generations  to  follow  us. 
Whilst  pressing  this  idea  oi"  /'nr  in'hUc  scJiooh  and  urging  the 
necessity  of  their  support,  and  the  employment  of  means  to 
secure  to  every  child  in  our  land  a  sound  education,  I  have 
no  disposition  to  undervalue  the  many  excellent  private 
schools  located  in  many  i)art8  of  the  Province.  Our  free 
school  system  seems  to  have  stimulated  such  enterprises,  ^o 
that  private  schools  under  our  present  School  Law,  are  more 
than  ever  ri^munerative. 

1  must  here  refer  to  a  subject  alluded  to  in  another  part  of 
his  Report.  I  mean  the  imj)ortance  of  providing  for  instruc- 
iun  in  certain  special  branches  of  education.  Under  this 
heading  I  will  make  i)articular  mention  of  Nautical  schoolsi 
schools  for  Drawing  and  Design,  especially  adapted  to  the 
requirements  of  our  young  artizans,  and  also  a  more  complete 
arrangement  for  instruction  in  the  Natural  Sciences,  Until  we 
have  these  necessary  appendages,  our  School  System,  however 
good  it  may  be  in  other  respects,  will  be  sadly  incomplete, 
-and  fail  to  meet  necessities  that  are  already  around  us,  and 
are  every  day  becoming  more  urgent  as  the  great  mineral  and 
•commercial  resources  of  our  Provinces  are  better  known. 

As  for  yautlcal  tSchooU,  I  am  aware  that  this  is  a  subject 
which,  during  past  years,  has  been  ably  discussed  and  the  for- 
mation of  such  schools  advocated  from  time  to  time,  but  •■ 
yet   without  any  practical  result.    The  maritime  positioD  of 
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Nova  Scotia,  and  the  fact  that  so  large  an  amount  of  its  wealth 
is  afloat,  and  so  many  young  men  almost  instinctively  prefer 
a  sea-going*  life,  cannot  fail  to  convince  any  man  that  the  future 
eommercial  interests  of  this  Province  roust  be  identified  with 
ships  and  seamen,  and  these  mariners  will  surely  be  better 
officers  and  better  business  men,  and  will  impart  a  higher  tone 
to  the  business  entrusted  to  them,  by  being  well  educated,  as 
as  members  of  the  profession  of  their  choice.  This  proposition 
is  so  nearly  self-evident  that  it  seems  scarcely  necessary  to  dwell 
opon  it. 

I  cannot  but  reiterate  an  opinion  expressed  in  a  former 
Report  ;  that  this  part  of  the  education  of  our  common  country 
should  come  under  the  immediate  notice  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, and  that  such  schools  as  I  now  commend  should  be  sustain- 
ed in  a  few  favorable  localities  by  liberal  appropriations  from  the 
Dominion  Parliament ;  especially  as  the  several  Provinces  pro- 
vide for,  and  that  at  a  large  outlay,  the  ordinary  education  of  the 
people,  and  that  too,  with  snch  a  drain  upou  the  local  revenues  as 
might  render  the  making  of  a  sufficient  special  provision  for 
suitable  Nautical  Schools  embarrassing,  if  not  almost  impossible. 
A  few  thousand  dollars  distributed  by  the  Domiuion  Government 
— say,  between  Halifax,  Yarmouth,  Pictou,  and  Sydney,  for  the 
maintenance  of  euch  Nautical  Schools,  would  doubtless  receive  the 
cordial  approval  of  our  ship-owners  and  merchants.  I  may  add 
that,  both  in  England  and  the  United  States,  Nautical  hfchools 
are  regarded  as  Institutions  essential  to  the  interests  of  maritime 
communities. 

Mr.  McDonald,  of  Pictou,  remarks : — *'  I  am  disposed  to  ask 
liberal  things  for  our  county.  It  is  unquestionably  a  maritime 
and  commercial  county,  furnishing  a  large  quota  of  the  Ship 
Masters  and  sea-going  population  of  the  Domiaion,  and  as  such, 
has  a  strong  and  just  claim  for  a  special  griiut  for  a  Nautical 
School/' 

Schools  of  Braiciiuj  and  Design  are  greatly  needed  in  the 
city  of  Halifax  and  in  our  larger  towns.  As  far  as  I  am  inform- 
ed, there  is  not,  in  the  Province,  any  school  where  our  young 
mechanics  can  get  instruction  in  mechanical  drawing,  a  defect 
in  our  educational  scheme  that  certainly  ought  to  be,  and  no 
donbt  is,  severely  felt  by  that  class  of  our  young  men.  It 
is  scarcely  possible  for  any  mechanic  to  take  an  elevated  place 
in  his  business,  unless  he  is  able  to  represent  his  designs  upon 
paper,  or  to  readily  understand  when  thus  represented,  what  are 
the  wishes  or  views  of  others. 

If  our  teachers  were  encouraged  and   means  provided  for  their 
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iDstructioD  id  Drawing — and  a  knowledge  of  the  Art  ia  woon 
acquired,  for  it  is  admitted  that  almost  anj  person  who  ean 
learn  to  write,  can,  with  equal  facility,  learn  to  draw— our  firstr 
class  teachers  would,  in  all  our  schools,  impart  an  elementarj 
knowledge  of  this  useful  Art. 

A  more  complete  arrangement  to  give  instruction  in  .Natural 
AScicnces^  more  particularly  those  branches  which  aid  in  the 
development  of  the  mineral  wealth  of  the  country ,  is  greatly 
needed.  It  is  well  known  that  we  have,  beneath  our  soil, 
minerals  of  almost  fabulous  worth,  much  of  which  is  to  be  de- 
veloped by  «he  generation  now  entering  upon  the  activities  of 
life ;  and  to  suppose  that  our  own  young  men,  can  without  the 
educational  specialty  asked  for,  do  justice  either  to  their  countiy 
or  to  themselves,  in  our  great  mining  interest,  is  to  contradict 
the  experience  of  older  countries,  and  to  deny  the  outspoken 
opinions  and  convictions  of  men  of  long  research  and  profound 
knowledge. 

We  have  the  commencement  of  a  school  of  the  required  de- 
scription in  Halifax,  under  the  able  supervision  of  Dr.  Honey- 
man.  It  should  be  more  completely  utilized,  and  some  tnore 
definite  inducement  afforded  to  our  young  men,  who  are  con- 
templating mining  operations,  to  spend  a  stated  time  in  this 
school,  and  receive  certificates  of  proficiency  in  study. 

There  is  not,  so  far  as  I  know,  in  the  Dominion  of  Canada, 
one  School  of  Agriculture  suited  to  the  necessities  of  the  Do- 
minion. Surely  such  ought  not  to  be  the  case  ;  and  it  must  be 
hoped  that,  with  the  new  and  youthful  vigor  being  infused  into 
the  General  Government  of  the  Dominion,  this  evil  will  not  go 
long  unremedied.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that,  ere  long,  we  may  see, 
in  some  favorable  location  in  each  of  the  Provinces  of  the 
Dominion,  an  Agricultural  School,  in  connection  with  a  Model 
Farm,  both  of  such  dimensions  and  capabilities  as  will  attiact 
the  young  farmers  of  the  neighbouring  agricultural  districts,  and 
afford  them  facilities  for  becoming  masters  of  their  noble  vocation. 

Iii  addition  to  our  present  educational  provisions,  let  us  have, 
in  the  Maritime  Provinces  at  least.  Nautical  Schools,  and,  in  all 
the  Provinces,  schools  for  imparting  instruction  in  Natural 
Science  and  in  Agriculture,  ample  for  the  necessities  of  the 
Dominion  ; — then,  and  not  till  then,  'we  may  begin  to  feel  that 
the  educational  machinery  of  our  land  is  beginning  to  wear  the 
aspect  of  efficiency,  and  to  bear  some  reasonable  proportion  to  our 
contemplated  future. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  leave  to  commend  to  favorable  notice  the 
appended  Reports  of  the  several  County  Inspectors,  from  seveiml 
of  which  I  have  already  made  extracts  ;  and,  at  the  same  timey 
to  express  my  acknowledgement  and  high  appreciation  of  the 
atteQtive  and  able  manner  in  which  these  gentleinen  hiiTe 
acquitted  themselves  in  the  perfonnance  of  their  duties  during 
the  year. 
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The  following  is  an  Abstract  of  the  Educational  Statistics 
of  the  Province  for  the  year  ending  October  31st,  1873 : — 

1.    School  Sections. 


Total  No.  of  School  Sections,  1873 1704 

"             "                "        1872 1679 

Increase  26 

No.  of  School  Sections  having  no  School  during  any 

portion  of  the  year  1873 208 

'*    of  ochool  Sections  having  no  School  during  any 

portion  of  the  year  1872 250 

Decrease 42 


2.      SCHOOr^    AND^PUPILS. 

JKo.  of  Public  Schools  in  operation, — 

Winter  Term/1873 1490 

Do.  1872 1487 

Increase 3 

Summer  Term,  1873 1626 

Do.         1872 1602 

Increase 24 

Pupils  Hegistered, — 

'  Winter  Term,  1873 70329 

Do.    1872 70780 

Decrease 451 
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Summer  Term,  IST^ 78266 

"  1872 76496 

Increase 1770 


The  Yeae:— Boys 43164 

Girls 60605 

Total,  1873 93759 

Total,  1872 91637 

Increase 2122 


Proportion  of  Population  Regigtered  at  Pvblic  Schools : 

Winter  Term.  1873 1  in  5.5 

Do.  ..Ji  1872 1  in  5.3 

Summer  Term,  1873 1  in  4.9 

Do.  1872 1  in  5.0 

The  Yeab,  1873 1  in  4.1 

1872 1  in  4.2 

No.  of  Pupils  daily  present  at  Public  Schools  on  an  average 
for  the  time  xn  Session: 

WiinterTerm,  1873 38856.2 

Do.  1872 39177.9 

Decrease > 32L7 

Summer  Term,  1873 43928.7 

Do.  1872 42433.3 

Increase 1495.4 

FvU-Term  Average : 

Winter  Term,  1873  34764.3 

Do.         1872  34877.7 

•  ' 

Decrease *...       113.4 
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Summer  Term,  1873 40078.9 

Do.  1872 39269.8 


Increase 819.1 


No.  of  Pupils  daily  present  per  100  registered 


Winter  Term,  1873..,, 
Do.  1872...  . 


Decrease. 


Summer  Term,  1873 
Do.  1872. 


Decrease. 


3.    Teachers  Emploted. 


55.2 
55.3 


.1 


65.4 
65.4 


Academic  Grade, — 

Muk. 

Winter  Term,  1873.... 

..     14 

Do.          1872.... 

..     16 

Decrease 

..       2 

Summer  Term,  1873.... 

..     18 

Do,           1872..., 

..     17 

Increase 

...       1 

Clcui  First,— 

Winter  Teim,  1873... 

..  252 

Do.          1872.... 

..  292 

Decrease 

.•    40 

Summer  Term,  1873... 

..  249 

Do.           1872... 

..  258 

Decrease 

..       9 

Increase 


Increase, 


Female. 


377 
373 


430 
421 
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JSecoful  Class, — 

Winter  Term,   1873....  229  266 

Do.           1872 252  228 

Decrease 23        Increase 38 


Summer  Term,  1873 186 

Do.  1872 193 


336 
331 


Decrease 


Class  Third,— 

Winter  Term,  1873 216 

Do.  1872 205 


Increase 5 


159 
132 


Increase 11         Increase 27 


Summer  Term,  1873 162 

Do.  1872 168 


278 
232 


Decrease 


Increase 46 


Total  No.  of  Teachers  eiaployed^ — 

.Male. 

Winter  Term,  1873 711   

Do.  1872 765  


Kt*iniilf\. 

733 


Decrease 54 


Increase 


69 


Summer  Terra,  1873 615  1044 

Do-  1872 636  984 


Decrciisc 21 


Increase 


60 


Total  No,  Liecased  Teachers  and  Assistants  Employed^ — 

Winter  Term,  1873 1551 

Do.  1872 1636 


Increase 


16 


Summer  Term,  1873 1697 

Do,  1872 1650 


Increase 47 
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4.     Salaries  of  Teachers. 

Heeeived  direct  from  Government, — 

Teachers  of  Public. Schools,  by  law,  1873 |119170  38 

Total  direct  from  Government,  1872 123508  86 

Decrease $    4337  98 

Received  from  Trustees  of  various  Sections, — * 

Paid  to  Teachers  by  Trustees,  per  agreement — 

1873 $249166  QO 

1872 231504  00 


Increase $  17662  00 

Total:  Direct  from  Government $119170  38 

From  Trustees 249166  00 


Total  1873 $368336  38 

"     1872 355012  36 


Increase 13324  02 

o.    School  Houses. 

No.  of  School-houses  built  during  1873 46 

No.  in  course  of  erection.  Oct.  3181,  1873 80 

Amount  voted  for  building  purposes  at  meeting, 

Sept.  1873 $49491  0(i 

€.    Summary  of  Government  Expenditure  in  aid  of 

Public  Schools. 

Comrnon  Schools,  1873 $119170  38 

Do.     1872 123657  70 


Decrease 4487  32 


•  The  sources  from  which  TrusteeB  derive  funds  for  the  payment  of  Teaclitra* 
Salariei,  and  the  relative  amount  from  each  for  1873,  will  be  seen  from  the 
following  statement : 

Paid  to  Trustees  of  County  Academies  by  Government $  5700  00 

Received  by  the  Trustees  from  the  County  AssMnnent  Fund  -  -  -  106028  96 

•110728  U5 
Balanec  assessed  within  the  teveral  Sections  by  vote  of  rate-payers  -  138437  05 

4049166  00 
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County  Academies,  1873 |     6251  28 

Do.  1872 6600  00 

Decrease 348  72 

Inspection  of  Schools,  1873 $  12362  99 

Do.  1872 11825  32 

Increase ..$      527  68 

JSxamination  of  Teaches,  1873. $     1169  48 

Do-  1872 1591  70 

Decrease $      422  22 

Miscellaneous,  1873 S    9488  31 

Do.  1872 9208  75 

Increase ..$      279  56 

Total  Oovemment  Expenditure  in  aid  of  Public  Schools, — 

1873 $148432  44 

1872 154219  16 

Decrease $    5786  72 

7.     Summary  of  Local  Expenditure  in  aid  of*  Public 

Schools, 

Debts  cf  previoics  years  jmid  off,  1873 $  13045 

Do.  do.  1872 13676 

Decrease $      631 

Teachers  and  Assistants,  1873 $249166 

Do.  do.         1872 231504 

Increase 9  17662 

Interest  on  borrowed  mmvey ,  1873 $  10147 

Do.  do.  1872 9876 

Increase $      271 
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Purekase  and  Improvement  of  Grounds,  1873 $    3490 

Do.  do.  do.  1872 2232 

Increase $    1268 

lUpairi  on  School  Houses  arid  Out  Houses^  1873..$  15475 
Do.  do.  do.  1872..      9914 

Increase $    6561 

New  School  House*  and  Out  Houses,  1873 $  26468 

Do.  do.  do.  1872 20950 

Increase $    4518 

School  Desks  and  Seats,  1873 $    4398 

Do  1872 4673 

Decrease $      275 

School  Books  and  Apparatus,  1873 $    7203 

Do.  1872 8973 

Decrease $    1770 

Fud,  1873 $  18386 

Do.   1872 18033 

Increase ?      353 

Insura7ice  <m  Schools,  1873. $    2059 

Do  1872 P  1371 

Increase $      688 

Cbmmissions  to  Secretaries  of  Trustees,  1873 $    6988 

Do.         '  1872 6847 

Increase $      141 

Mi8cellane(yus,  1873 $  14478 

Do.  1872 13171 

Increase I    1307 
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Total  ExpendUure  on  Public  Schools,  1873 |370303 

do  1871 W1»0 


Increase $  29088 

Total  Indebtednesi  of  Sections  at  close  of  j  ^ar, 

1873 $176991  26 

Do.  im 173885  il 


Increase .$    3138  05 

8.    Total  Bxpendituke  for  Public  Schools. 

Government $148432  44 

Local 370303  00 


Total,  1873 $518735  44 

"      1872 495439  16 


Increase 23296  28 

Sources  of  Funds  to  meet  this  Expenditure  : 

Legislative  Grants $148432  44 

Assessed  on  Counties  by  law 105028  96 

Kaised,  or  to  be  raised  within  the  Sections  by 

vote  of  Rate-payers 265274  05 

$518735  44 
9.    Educational  Expenditure  of  Nova  Scotia. 

PorUon  paid  by 
Govt.  (ofNTs.') 

Public   Schools $518735  44 $148432  44 

Normal  and  Model  School..      4630  00 4630  00 

Special  Academies* 21310  00 6600  00 

Colleges* 28577  00 6000  00 


Total,  1873 $573162  44 $165562  44 

"     1872 564408  47 Hl^U  Vf 


Increase $  18743  97Decr'8e.«    5833_53 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Your  obed't  serv't, 

A.  S.  HUNT, 

SHperintmdent  of  Education, 


'Awgning  one  half  of  tho  KxpendHure  of  Mount  Allison  College  Mid 
Acataiy  to  New  Bnmwiok.  '*' 
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TABLE  XV. — I*4>oH  Sectioms,  Spixial  Codntt  Aid. 
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16 
28 
'      1 
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Guysboro'  '"         j 

St.  Mar}''s,  I  )ist  riot  of 2 
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Hants,  District  of  West,  .j  7 

"  "  East  . .' 

lnv\*rness.  County  of  ... .  48 

Kings.             *•             ....  11 

Lunenburg  and  >i.  Dublin:  12 

Chester,  District  nt*. 4 

Pictou,  County  of 21 

Queens.  County  of. .  4 

Kichmond,  Count v  ot" 11 

Shelburne,  District  of. 

Barrington,       "          ;  5 

Victoria, 12 

Yarmouth,  District  of.  ...  2 

Argyle,               "         .•  . . ,  .*< 


17  S128 
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1«  88 
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97 


$127  199125  25 
8S  61'  196  58 


49     80  21    163  70 
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11 
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35 
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68. 


42  61 
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13  51 
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81 

97 

24 
114  22 

25 


89 
15 
29 
97 

92 


181 

69 

41 

405 

114 

153 

45 

166 

41 


8S« 
20- 
30- 
60' 
08 
47' 
30- 
72 
40" 


12       16  13     61  27 
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15 
5 
5 


2ti  4S 
si  67 
14  42 
30  99 


Nova  Scotia,  1873....    27^ 
1872....;  314 


323    1597  85 

313  2156  n: 


Increase 

Decrease 36 


10 


54  20 

165  57 

5  95 

25  86 
365  18 
119  88 

41  30 
702  49 
195  23 
250  76 

70  27 
280  94 

67  32 

77  40 


27  84  54  32 

84  02  165  69 

34  59  49  01 

51  63  82  62 


2026  74.3624  59 
2060  81 '421 7  00 


558  34   34  071  592  41 


•FBOIAL    OOVSUrMKNT    AID. 


TABLK  XVI. 
SPBOIAL    GOVEKNMENT    All)    TO    POOR    SECTIONS. 


OOUMTT. 


Annapolis 

AntigODish 

Gape  Breton 

Colchester . . .  ^ 

CumberlaDd 

Clare 

Digby 

Guysborough 

Halifax 

Hants 

Inverness 

Kings 

Lunenburg 

Kctou 

Queens 

Kchmond 

Bhelbume 

Victoria 

Yarmouth 


Paid  by  GoTornmeot  over 
and  above  the  ordinary 
Grants,  towards  Satorie't 
of  Teaohem  employed  in 
Po  >r  Bectionft.* 


Winter 
Term. 


Total,  lXT^ 
"      1872 


[ncreaso.. 
Decrease 


$159 

84 

147 

111 

200 

14 

109 

11) 

15S 

75 
483 
101 
126 
202 

29 

m 

31 

188 

82 


82 
21 
77 


Summer 
Term. 


82 

24 
12: 
(>0 
89 
68 
()0 
86 
98 
12 
44 
49 
:U 
64 
69 


«2273  97 


S167 

79 

1 63 

154 

2S2 

44 

5r» 

21 
189 
1 53 
467 
180 
141 
245 

46 

iir> 

8r» 
5() 
75 


I 

Paid    by    Oovem- 
ment  towards  erec- ; 

tion   of  School     ; 

Hoases,  &c.  j 


Total. 


Winter 
Term. 


02 

36 
20 
44 
12 
6S 
29 
27 
06 

r»8i 

OS!  300  00 

02; 

5S| 

40! 

20 

71 

80 

85 

07 


Summer 
Term.  : 


Total. 


S $326  84 

1  163  57 


2626  8« 


8()0  00 


8208  IS  27r»0  48; 880  Oo 

'       I 


929  21 


VM   15 


!  310  97 

i|  265  70 

i  482  44 

^   58  92 

165  41 

18  34   54  21 

;  847  95 

i  229  26 

800  00  1500  68 
281  88 
288  51 
447  52 
75  64 
218  20 
68  19 
194  99 
107  76 


20  00; 


338  84  5588  64 
86(i  m'   ()t)60  82 


30  00  83  821  1126  68 


*NOTB« — The  Govornmcnt  Grant  in  increasei  oap-third  by  Law.  to  Tf*acheni  not 
kolding  flnt  otaas,  who  are  cmployoU  in  motionH  admlttod  as  *' Poor  Sections''  by  tha 
OomiiMsloners  of  Schools  fortnc  neveral  Counties. 

tfMO  paid  InvcrneM  Academy  Grant,  which  is  dintribnted  arooni^  Poor  SecUons  by 
Bowd  of  Commissioners. 
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TABLE   XYUl.-^ Continued, 

•       PICTOU    ACADEMY. 

By  the  decitdon  of  the  C  V.  I.  the  two  higheitt  deputments  of  thk 
Ixuftitution  have  been  conntituted  the  Pictou  Acadeuiy,  and  the  Return  li 
made  out  ac^cordinf^Iy. 

Herbkkt  a.  Bayne,  B.  A.—PrindfoL 

MOUNT  ALLISON  WESLEYAN  MALE  ACADEMY. 

The  gnuit  from  the  Nova  Scotia  Letsfulature  waK  $nOO. 

David  Allikon,  M.  A.— /VCnc^pol. 

HOKTON  COI.LECIIATl':  C()LLE(;E. 

(o)    'l\uticm  for  Muhi'c  includt^d. 

(6)     All  reiitri  will  apfiear  in  the  accountn  of  Atradia  Collie. 

(c)     Expenditure  for  repuirn  will  api^ear  in  the  n»i)ort  of  Acadia  College. 

Rev.  T.  a.  Higuinh,  M.  A,—PrincipaL 

INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  DEAF  AND  DU>rB. 

(a)  The  nomiual  feen  are  for  day  pupihi  $20  per  Sesfdon — for  Boarden 
$80  to  ^100;  but  uiofit  of  the  pupilit  are  free.  Jjast  year  the  fees  amounted 
to  only  $351. 

ih)    Eiifht    pu])ilM  have   received  inHtnit^tion  in  articnUitiov   or  tnechanieal 

(c)  'Wo  pupils  ure  ^Jr;^rti8ed  daiily  in  the  ?/*»'  of  written  lan^iaj^^  -practice 
rather  than  thmrji  Iwing  the  ^rand  deHidcratuni  and  difficulty  of  the  Jytti 
Mute. 

(d)  Some  inHtniction  is  ^dven  in  all  thene  braneheB,  but  mere  tabulated 
HtutiKtirs  affonl  no  ])roi>er  idea  of  the  nature  or  amount  of  the  work  |>erformed 
in  thiK  petruliiir  department  of  tuition.  Yov  a  brief  account  of  the'method 
and  course  of  instruction,  nee  ex)>lanatiouH  api)ended  to  Table  ,R.  in  Education 

ReiK)rt,  1SC8. 

(<)  He>*ide!<  thin,  we  hjid  $498  from  New  Brunswick  Oovenmicnt  and 
$-22«  from  Y*.  E.  Ishuid. 

(/)     1  have  not  the  meann  of  knowinj;  the  precif*e  amrtunt  of  thene  it^nnH. 

{g)  Thin  includeH  the  Salaries  of  Secretiry  juul  Matnm,  Ix^ard  of  pui«ilB» 
fuel,  gas,  and  all  other  houuehold  ex(>onteM. 

J.  Scott  Hitton,  M.  A.     PrivcipaL. 

MOUNT  ALLISON  FEMALE  ACADEMY. 

(a)    The  |?rant  from  the  Nova  Scotia  Ijegitdature  waH  $500. 

Jamkh  R.  Inch,  a.  y\.- Principal. 

ARTS  FACULTY  OF  DALHOUSIE  COLLECJE. 

(a)  Though  the^  College  was  ori^^inally  founded  under  an  art  paMidd  in 
1870,  it  onlv  received  it8  present  organization  under  an  act  paaHeii  in  19XL 
The  mm  of  93600  is  annually  contributed  by  two  PreBpyterian  Bodien. 

Gkoruk  Thompson,  Eh^.,  Secretarp, 


/ 


1 

ritai. 

:  :*- 

«" 

Upwuili  oTTwD  rt*'*- 

s^ 

lIonthuionoT»>'«id 
Ida  tLmn  two  jcm. 

*^ 

In  •ll^nillillM  U-Kt  tlun 

j 

T„.N 

SS^S^TS 

)>anlDti. 

— 

1 

1 

f 

NnmberofTalo™. 
Smnbet  of  PfofcMon., 

1 
I" 

.-^^ 

rota!  No.  grBduale.!  1) 

^fiiiliingrii'ii  cuui»_ 

S    iSS^   :    : 

Wban  rounded. 

unm 

i 

^ 

J 

.  Mlaoellaueou*. 

I  Expended" in"  crcctii 
'     proTJPK  buiUliugs. 

'  Sfdajiea. 

Total. 
Proviacial  Grnnt. 


rii:Spi 


^  Rvn  Fecit,  Contributions,  etc.!    i^IIsS     g 
From  Real  Eatitc.  \/tt  '° 


Amounl  of  Kui"?  . 
lyetfTimuf  It.  A.  m-  M.  !), 

Number  of  weeka  >;lvuu   an  vaca-l 
'  tion  each  year.  i 

I  ifo.  dryears'   Ktuily  cnibracc<I  in' 

'jainimuni  a^  fur  SistricalatcfL   : 
Mo.  RifttriculaCed  for  full  c 

_  duriiid  year. 

Number ^du at ed  B.  A'.  of'MTlJ^ 

'  ,0  liuring  yew. 


'M'i-- 

II  o'S''  I* 


MOBMIL    AND     HODBL   SCHOOLS. 


ss 

oo 


83 


I  : 


TEACHEBS     TKABLT    EXAUtSATIONR 


TABLE    XXI. 

PUBLIC  SCHOOL  TEACHERS'  YEARLY  EXAMINATIONS 

Held  .tin.T  :;2i,d.  23rd.  24th.  and  2Slh.— 1878. 
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TABLE  XXII. 

Summary  of  Got'ernment  Grants  for  Educuiionf  1873. 

Common  Schools $119170.38 

County  Academies 6251. 28 

Inspectors'  Salaries 11633.06 

*'          Stationery,  &c.,  an  clerks  to  commVs. 720.00 

Examination  ot'Tuachers 1169.48 

Printiuir  Rijport  1872,  Blanks,  School  Law,  &c 2839.50 

Journal  of   Flduoation 1200.00 

Pofltage,  Telegrams  ami  Kxpr.'^s  Charges 357.71 

School  Registers ."507.05 

Travelliug  Kxpeiiaes,  Pupils  attending  N.  School. . ..  353.00 

Miscollaneous 609.64 

Normal  and  Mod»:l  School.'* 4530,00 

Colleges 6000.00 

Special  Academies 6600.00 

Silarics 2400.00 

Interest  cm  County  Loan,  ])aid  Bank  Nova  Scotia. .  . .  1221.34 

Total  Grants,  1873 $165562.44 

1872 171395.97 

Decrease I5S33.53 
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APPENDIX  A. 


BXFOBTB  OF  DiSPEOTOBS'  OP  SCHOOLS  FOB  THE  DIFFEEXNT  COUKTIE8. 


CUMBERLAND  COUNTY. 
W.  S.  Dabbagh,  Inspector. 

Sib, — The  season  has  returned  when  I  have  the  honor  of  sub- 
mitting, for  your  information,  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Educa- 
tional affiiirs  of  Cumberland  County,  for  the  year  ending  31st 
October,  1873.  The  Abstracts  forwarded  to  your  office,  contain 
all  the  statistical  details  of  the  schools  and  sections. 

No.  of  Schools, — The  number  of  Schools  and  Departments  in 
operation  in  the  County  during  the  year,  was — in  the  Winter 
Term,  otu  hundred  and  eight,  and  in  the  Summer  Term,  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty.     Eour  of  these  were  Graded  Schools. 

The  number  of  Sections  in  the  County  is  one  hundred  and  thirty. 
Two  Sections  hi  ve  never  complied  with  the  law.  Most  of  the  sections 
have  provided  good  School-houses.  Four  new  ones  have  been  built 
during  the  year,  in  the  following  sections: — Head  of  Amherst, 
Tidnish,  Middle  Shinimicas,  and  South  Branch  Shinimicas.  Only 
three  sections  in  the  Countv  are  now  destitute  of  School-houses, 
and  in  another  year  I  expect  only  one  to  lay  behind  in  this  respect, 

Pro(/res8. — In  reference  to  progress  and  general  school- work,  I 
have  nothing  to  report  over  former  years.  The  usual  progress  has 
been  made,  and  I  think  fewer  failures  have  occurred  than  formerly. 
There  are  still  some  few  that  practise  the  mentor eter  plan  of  teach- 
ing, and  ignore  competition,  which  is  the  life  of  the  school.  This, 
however,  in  the  exception,  not- the  rule.  Indeed  it  gives  me  pleasure 
to  state  that  some  of  our  teachers,  for  respectability,  fine  attain- 
ments, and  superior  talents,  wouLI  be  a  credit  to  any  County  in  the 
Province.  Rapid  improvem<*nt  from  the  nature  of  the  case  will  not 
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be  looked  for  by  the  -wise,  but  merely  wholesome  growth.  I 
believe  that  generally  our  schools  are  growing  in  efficiency  from 
year  to  year.  Indeed,  after  a  very  close  scrutiny,  I  conclude  that 
fair  progress  has  been  made  in  our  educational  work  during  the 
year  which  has  closed. 

The  only  exception  to  the  general  progress  which  could  be  men- 
tioned, as  far  as  I  know,  is  the  Graded  School  in  Wallace,  which 
is  at  present  in  a  rather  unsatisfactory  state.  I  understand  that 
the  High  School  is  to  be  discontinued  during  the  ensuing  winter 
for  want  of  sectional  aid — a  very  inadequate  sum  hav'ng  been 
voted  at  the  last  annual  meeting.  Mr.  Thomas  Morris,  the  accom- 
plished Secretary,  writes,  **  The  sum  voted  at  annual  meeting  not 
sufficient  to  run  one  school — education  is  becoming  exUnct  in 
Wallace.**  This  is  a  mere  temporary  depre:"  sion  arbdng  from  the 
losses  of  the  rate-payers  in  the  great  storm  of  the  24th  of  August 
last.  It  is  no  real  reverse.  Educational  matters  were  iar  worse 
in  that  section  in  my  recollection,  and  it  will  soon  recover  its 
prestige. 

Couniy  Academy^ — My  Beport  on  the  County  Academy  must  be 
pretty  much  the  same  as  last  year.  The  branches  of  study  were 
the  same.  The  pupils  in  attendance  have  been  few,  and  mostly 
resident*  of  the  section.  The  lower  departments  of  the  institu- 
tion have  been  very  full. 

Writiny. — It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  a  careless  and  bad 
habit  in  writing  has  almost  become  fashionable.  The  art  of  writiiig 
however,  ir  of  too  much  utility  to  be  carelessly  and  unsystematically 
taught  in  our  common  schools.  I  have  great  pleasure  in  stating 
that  for  seme  time  past,  that  master  of  beautiful  penmanship, 
Mr.  B.  F.  Staples,  has  been  here  teaching  his  system  vnih  great 
success.     His  effiDrts  must  conduce  to  general  improvement. 

Vacation. — It  seems  to  many  friends  of  Education  here,  as  well 
as  to  the  foremost  teachers,  that  a  long  vacation  in  midsummer  is 
not  beneficial  in  the  Coimtry  Sectioi  ••  At  all  pvents  it  has  not 
worked  well.  The  schools  were  poorly  attended  after  the  last 
summer  vacation.  Quite  a  number  of  teachers  said  to  me  that 
they  would  rather  have  only  a  week  of  vacation  than  see  their 
schools  cut  down  in  attendance  as  they  have  been  since  tiif^ 
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holidays.  For  this  general  falling  of,  the  parents  are  in  a  great 
measure  to  blame  and  their  children  must  suffer  in  consequence. 
But  whoever  maj  be  to  blame  there  is  no  disguising  of  the  fact, 
that  the  long  vacation  has  had  a  most  pernicious  eflect  on  school 
attendance  during  the  latter  half  of  the  term.  {Some  of  our 
teachers  could  not  be  satisfied  \^dth  "  four  weeks"  but  took  ^ye 
weeks  vacation,  making  up  the  time  by  teaching  on  Saturdays.  I 
must  recommend  that  the  Council  in  future  require  the  school  to  be 
open  half  of  each  Saturday  and  only  allow  one  week  of  vacation  in 
the  summer  term.  Notwithstanding  the  long  vacation,  I  have 
been  hindered  more  than  ever  in  the  work  of  inspection  during 
the  closing  months  of  last  term,  by  teachers  taking  holidays  when 
it  suited  themselves,  making  up  time  on  Saturdays.  Sooner  or 
later  these  sadly  abused  weekly  holidays  must  be  taken  away.  The 
mor«^  holidays  and  vacations  we  have  the  smaller  the  attendance  ; 
and  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  (jood  teachers  \\ill  admit  that  the  more 
holidays  and  vacations  the  less  progress,  and  the  less  inclination 
to  study.  The  interest  of  tl-.e  schools  in  the  rural  sections  require 
a  change  in  this  respect.  The  good  teacher  does  not  desire  to 
have  his  time  and  his  school  broken  up  \*ith  holidays  every  week 
and  long  vacations  in  each  term.  There  is  really  no  fear  of  injur- 
ing the  pupils  with  over  work.  Many  of  the  schools  are  taken  in 
late  in  the  morning — then  there  is  a  long  recess  in  the  middle  of 
the  forenoon — then  noon — then  another  recess  in  the  afternoon — 
then  the  t'iacher's  watch  has  got  an  hour  ahead  of  trne  time 
and  at  three  o'clock  the  school  is  out.  It  is  this  that  makes 
teachers*  wages  low.  The  rate-payers  n^ally  have  shown  great 
patience  and  have  endured jnuch^imposition  in  this  respect.  \Vhen 
they  see  their  hard  earned  mon^y  jirofusely  f^iven  to  teachers  who 
seem  to  have  little  interest  in  their  work,  who  must  have  a  long 
vacation  each  term  and  a  holiday  every  we^k,  and  who  look  upon 
sir  hours,  the  legal  time,  as  far  too  long  a  day  for  them  to  be  em. 
ployed  in  the  school,  and  consequently  employ  every  means,  as 
much  as  possible,  to  curtail  it,  surely  it  is  no  marvel  that  small 
sums  are  voted  for  such  work. 

All  the  Schools  and  Sections  have  been  visited  during  the  last 
term  with  only  two  or  three  exceptions,  besides  a  great  amount  of 
work  other  than  that  of  School  Inspection  in  connection  with 
Examination  of  Teachers,   semi-Annual  Meetings  of  our  School 
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Boards,  <Sbc.  The  semi- Annual  Meetings  have  been  held  according 
to  Iaw.  It  really  seemn  too  much  to  a^k  Commissioners  to  come 
far  over  bad  roads  and  pay  their  own  expenses  without  some  re- 
mimeratiou. 

At  the  last  meeting  in  Amherst,  on  the  11th  of  November,  Ten 
Commissioners  were  present.  A  communii-ation  from  a  rate-payer 
in  Barron slield  was  read,  which  called  the  attention  of  the  Board 
to  early  grants  of  School  Lands  in  this  County — asking  the  Board 
where  said  school  lands  lie  ?  Who  has  them  in  possession  ?  And 
If  they  can  b»^  taken  for  the  benefit  of  our  Schools?  It  was  on 
motion  Jiesolveff, — "  That  thft  Insi)ector  be  requested  to  ask  the 
SuperiiitiHident  of  Education  that  a  search  for  the  Grants  be  made 
— that  it  be  ascertained  whether  or  not  lands  liave  been  granted 
fo»"  Educaiioual  purposes  in  Cumberland — their  location  and 
extent."  A  week  after  the  same  parties  by  letter  addressed  the 
Chairman  of  the  Parrslx)ro'  Board  on  the  subject  of  School  Lands 
On  motion  it  was  Jlfmolvetf, — "  'i'hat  this  Board  do  not  consider 
that  the  matter  of  School  I^ands  comes  within  their  cognizance." 

Want  of  uuifonnit}/  in  Text  Books, — Want  of  uniformity  in  the 
editions  of  Colliers*  British  History'  supplied  to  the  schools  is  a 
desiihratuiii. 

This  matter  does  not  seem  to  have  received  anv  attention.  Some 
indeed  may  tliink  it  is  hardly  worth  notice,  and  may  suppose  that 
the  teacher  should  go  beyond  the  book.  But  let  me  assure  you 
that  this  is  no  small  aftUir  in  the  school.  The  value  of  the  t'eac*her'8 
work  depends  very  much  on  the  accuracy  of  their  text  books.  I 
have  found  a  teacher  bewildered  with  a  class  of  three  boys ;  each 
had  a  Colliers  History^  each  had  a  somewhat  different  text* 
Parents  and  Trustees  should  not  purchase  the  Canadian  Edition  o^ 
Colliert'  B.  Histor}',  for  the  Schools,  as  it  is  abridged  in  some 
places,  certain  words  are  left  out  to  obliterate  denominational  acts 
and  make  it  smooth.  I  trust  I  will  be  excused  if  I  have  com^ 
mitted  an  indiscretion  in  expecting  the  Publisher  for  the  Schools  of 
this  Province,  to  furnish  histories  with  a  uniform  text. 

Sectional  Difficulties. — The  sectional  disputes  and  difHculties  are 
not  quite  bo  numerous  as  in  preceding  years,  still  we  are  by  nP 
means  clear  of  them.    Difficulties  are  continually  arising  from  the 
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Annual  Meetings,  Sectional  Bates  and  School  sites.  It  seems 
passing  strange  that  no  remedy  can  be  provided.  Is  it  not  possible 
that  an  amendment  to  the  Law  could  be  framed  for  such  cases  ? 
Or  at  least  to  prevent  sectional  feuds  and  endless  wrangling.  The 
late  amendment  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  and  will  teach 
delinquent  and  wrangling  sections  tJiat  property  has  its  duties  as 
well  as  its  rights,  and  in  case  of  a  refusal  to  aid  Education,  that 
the  Commissioners  shall  have  power  to  deal  with  them,  but  it  is 
so  restricted  that  it  can  harvUy  be  esteemed  a  potent  remedy  for 
the  no  school  maladv. 

ml    • 

Morality, — The  religious  element  in  our  common  school  tduca- 
tion  is  recognized  in  the  School  Law,  by  the  appointment  of  all 
Clerg^Tneii  and  Ministers  of  Keligion  to  be  School  Visitors.  They 
are  thus  authorized  and  invited  to  ^dsit  schools  at  any  time,  to  give 
suggestions  and  to  inquire  into  their  progress  and  discipline.  It  is 
to  be  regretted  that  those  officers  so  seldom  avail  themselves  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Law.  Pastor  Loriaux,  one  of  the  Foreign  Dele- 
gates to  the  Evangelical  Alliance,  referring  to  the  Wsits  paid  by  the 
Delegates  to  the  Public  Institutions  of  Learning,  in  the  Empire 
State,  said  — '•  In  the  schools  he  found  the  secret  why  Americans 
were  such  good  Orators.  It  was  the  BiBiiE  in  the  home  and  in 
the  nation  that  made  it  great."  Teachers  should  be  enjoined  to 
inculcate  respect  to  religion  in  general,  and  to  teach  by  precept 
and  example  the  principles  oi  Christian  morality  as  the  foundation 
of  all  good  and  orderly  conduct. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

W.  S.  DAEEAGH. 

A.   S.  HUKT, 

Superintendent  of  Education. 


KINGS  COUNTY. 

E.  SoMMSBTiLLE,  Inspector. 

Sib, — I  beg  leave  to  present  the  following  Eeport  on  the  coiw 
dition  of  the  Pubhc  Schools  in  Kings  County  for  the  year  1873. 
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authority  of  Section  30,  of  the  Manual.  Before  another  year 
closes  a  new  School  House  will  have  been  erected  in  that  Section. 
Springfield  Section,  No.  42  A,  in  the  District  of  Annapolis  East, 
has  been  engaged  during  a  portion  of  the  year  in  erecting  a  new 
School  House  which  will  be  ready  for  use  at  or  before  the  commence- 
ment of  the  next  summer  term.  In  four  Sections  rented  buildings 
have  been  used  for  School  purposes. 

Faniiture  and  Apparatus. — But  little  improvement  can  be  repor- 
ted in  this  particular.  In  most  Sections  the  School  furniture  is 
suitable,  but  not  of  as  modem  a  description  as  could  be  desired 
Wooden  Desks  of  the  Dawson  Style  are  commonly  used.  The 
patent  desk  is  used  at  Bridgetown  Section  alone.  In  a  very  few 
School  Houses  the  Furniture  is  limited  in  quantity  and  antiquated 
in  style.  In  most  schools  the  apparatus  consists  cheifly  of  Black- 
boards and  Maps.  In  several  Sections  the  teachers  labor  at  a  disad- 
vantage for  want  of  a  mor<5  liberal  supply  of  suitable  apparatus.  For 
more  definite  information  see  Abstracts  and  tables. 

Teachers. — The  Teachers  employed  during  the  year  \i'ere   classi- 
fied as  follows ; — 

Grade      A.     B.     C.     D.     E.     Male.     Female.     Total. 
Winter  Term      0      19     38    17      4      41  37  78 

Summer  Term      1       18     44    18       7      36  52  88 

Two  Assistants   were  also  employed   during  the   winter,  and 
three  during  the  summer  term. 

With  very  few  exceptions,  the  Teachers  have  been  found  to  be 
dilligent  and  assiduous  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  In  most 
instances  they  have  evidently  improved  in  power  and  efficiency 
Some  of  them  are  superior  as  regards  their  qualiHcations  and 
method  of  imparting  instruction ;  others  have  improved  much 
during  the  course  of  the  year  ;  while  in  but  few  instances  ha*  tbere 
been  displayed  a  manifest  inaptitude  for  the  preformance  of  the 
important  duties  devolving  upon  them.  During  the  year  severa 
of  our  most  promising  and  successful  teachers  have  left  the  profes- 
sion or  gone  to  other  places  where  greater  inducements  are  ofiered. 
The  chief  cause  of  this  is  the  extreemly  small  salaries  for  which 
they  are  expected  to  labor.  Statistics  fnmish  the  information 
that  the  amount  paid  to  teachers  during  the  year,  inclusiye  of  tli6 


AITNAPOLIS    COUNTY.  It 

m 

Government  Grants  for  both  terms,  was  Sll),008.57  only,  making 
an  ayerage  for  each  teacher  of  a  little  over  $239.00  for  the  year. 
Unless  greater  remuneration  is  given,  exptjrienced  and  successful 
teachers  cannot  be  expected  to  remain  long  in  the  professicm.  A 
little  consideration  on  the  part  of  the  rate-payers  should  lead  to  a 
change  for  the  better.  Exporieuce  teaches  that  a  poor  tearher  is 
dearer  in  the  end  than  a  good  one,  even  though  his  wages  be  much 
less. 

The  scarcity  of  teachers  will  in  r  to  labor  for  salaries  offered,  has 
been  considerably  felt.  JSome  sections  from  this  cause  have  been 
\vithout  school  during  a  whole  or  a  part  of  the  year.  In  a  lew 
instances  1  have  tried  to  remedy  this  deKciency  by  recommending 
parties  for  "  poriuissivo  licenses."  Parlies  teaching  under  these 
licenses  have  sustained  them  in  a  very  creditable  manner. 

AtUruiance. — But  little  improvement  can  be  reported.  For 
definite  information  on  this  point  I  refer  to  Tables  11  and 
III,  herewith  inclosed  to  you.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  per- 
centage ot  enrolled  pupils  daily  present,  differs  little  from  that 
reported  for  the  previous  year,  and  tliat  the  number  of  children 
between  ?i\e  and  tifteen  years  of  age  not  attending  school  in  sec- 
tions having  schools  is  far  t<30  great, — being  06 1  during  the  winter 
term  and  345  during  the  summer  term.  To  remedy  this  defect, 
Trustees  should  bo  empowered  to  compel  the  attendance  of  all 
children  at  school  during  some  portion  of  the  year  at  least.  Some 
compulsory  system  must  be  adopted,  or  many  whom  free  schools 
were  designed  to  benefit,  will  not  receive  the  instruction  intended 
for  them. 

Visitfiiion. — My  Official  visitation  to  the  various  schools,  had 
occupied  a  considerable  portion  of  the  year,  and  has  necessitates 
much  travel  and  fatigue.  The  record  of  visitation  contained  in 
Table  VIII  reveals  much  apparent  indiflerence  on  the  part  cf 
parents  and  trustees.  It  wotdd  be  a  source  of  encouragement 
to  teachers  and  pupils  if  their  labors  were  more  openly  and  man- 
ifestly appreciated  and  encouraged  by  moi*e  frequent  visits   to   the 

School  Boom. 

i 

'Sehaol  Books, — The  prescribed  school  books  are  used   in  all  the 
sdiools.     I  have  found  no  others  in  use.     In  too  many  schools  the 
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classification  and  progress  of  pupils  are  interfered  vriih  by  an 
inadequate  aupply  of  books.  Yew  sections  comply  strictly  with 
tbe  law.  In  most  sections  the  books  are  not  kept  as  public 
property ,^-eacb  pupil  providing  his  own. 

Returns. — The  A  Tletums  have  in  all  instances  been  approved 
of  by  the  Boards  of  Commissioners.  In  two  or  three  instances 
only  defects  in  the  Affidavits  or  Certificates  have  been  reijuired  to 
be  remedied.  In  the  B  Returns,  however,  no  improvement  can  be 
reported.  The  Statistics  compiled  from  the  Income  and  Expendi- 
ture Tables  cannot,  I  think,  be  relied  on  as  absolutelv  correct. 
Thev  can  onlv  be  taken  as  tolerablv  accurate  osiimates.  I  would 
respectfully  suggest  the  advisability  of  remodelling  and  simplif}dng 
the  B  Eeturns,  especially  as  regards  those  tables. 

County  Academy. — Xo  Academic  Teacher  was  (Employed  during 
the  Winter  Term,  although  efforts  were  made  to  obtain  one. 
During  the  Summer  Term  the  Institution  has  been  under  the 
charge  of  Mr.  A.  H.  McKay,  a  Gniduat<5  of  Dalhousie  College, 
and  has  been  conducted  in  a  verv  sat  islactorv  manner.  The  stand- 
ard  of  admission  has  been  somewhat  lowered,  in  consequence  of 
which  a  large  number  of  pupils  has  been  in  attendance.  Very  few 
now  residents  of  the  Section  in  which  the  Academy  is  situated, 
avail  themselves  of  its  advantages.  The  supply  ot  apparatus  is 
verv  limited  ibr  such  an  institution,  and  in  fact  the  benefits  to  be 
derived  are  not  such  as  to  attract  pupils  from  other  sections  in  the 
county.  Those  wishing  to  pursue  an  Academii*  (^ourse  of  study, 
prefer  attending  other  Institut  ions  when*  greater  facilities  for  ad- 
vancement are  aftbrded  at  no  greater  cost. 

Li  conclusion,  evidences  of  progress  are  apparent,  although 
not  as  great  as  could  be  desired.  The  law  is  getting  to  be  better 
understood  and  appreciated.  In  most  st^ctions  the  people  are 
united  in  carrying  out  its  requirements.  In  a  few  sections  there 
are  discussions  caused  rather  by  personal  jealousies  than  by  hos- 
tility to  the  system  itself.  It  is  confidently  expected  that  the 
powers  conferred  on  Trustees  and  Commissioners  by  Section  60  of 
^he  Amended  Act,  will  prove  beneficial  in  stimulating  rate-payers 
to  make  ample  provision  for  the  different  Schools ;  in  some 
sections,  the  clause  exempting  from  taxation  the  property  of  aged 
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men  to  the  amount  of  S500  is  operating  injuriously.  In  the 
section  referred  to,  the  taxable  property  is  to  a  great  extent  owned 
by  men  over  sixty  years  of  age. 

Eespectfully  submitted, 

L,  S.  MORSE. 
A.  S.  Hunt, 

iSuperintendent  of  Education. 


PICTOU  COUISTY 
D.   McDoxALU,    Inspector. 

Sib, — The  toUo  wing  report  of  the  state  of  the  Schools  and  of  Edu- 
cation in  the  County  of  Pictou  for  the  year  1873  is  respectfully 
submitted  for  your  consideration. 

In  reviewing  the  Educational  work  of  the  year,  there  is  nothing 
very  striking  to  arrest  our  attention ;  our  movements  have  been 
gradual  and  uniform. 

Sections.- -Onet  m;w  flection  has  bceu  organized,  stj'led  •*  Upper  Toney 
Rivor,"  Xo.  50,  North  Pictou.  It  consists  of  nine  families,  all  of  which 
were  too  distnnt  from  the  adjoininfif  schools  to  derive  much  l>enefit  there- 
from. Tlie  people  are  in  comparatively  poor  circumstances,  and  will 
require  aid  as  a  poor  section  for  some  time. 

Houses. — Four  sections  are  yet  witliout  a  house,  but  three  of  them  have 
madeflome  preparation,  and  will  build  as  speedily  as  circumstances  warrant, 
Section  No.  33,  •' Big  Gut,"  is  in  the  same  condition  as  last  roi)orted, 
practically  dead.  Three  New  Houses  have  been  opened  during  the  year 
vir:  in  section  No.  20  Tyij^ansville,  and  No.  32,  Brookland,  iji  the  North 
District;  and  No.  11,  Island  East  River,  in  the  South  District.  There  are 
seven  in  course  of  construction,  five  of  which  are  nearly  completed  and 
will  be  opened  early  in  the  winter  term  ;  all  are  of  a  superior  style,  and 
will  be  furnished  with  the  Dawson  Desks.  In  one  lection  the  school  will 
be  closed  during  the  winter,  on  account  of  the  dila^iidated  state  of  tlie 
house,  but  the  building  of  a  new  one  will  be  proceeded  with  next  Sum. 
mer.  Two  of  the  sections  have,  (at  last  Annual  Meeting)  made  provision 
or  building  daiijg  the  ensuing  season^ 
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Accomtnodation. — The  population  of  AVestville  baa  overgrown  the  ae- 
comiiiodatiou  provided.  Tlie  School-going  population  now  amounts  to 
500,  and  there  are  seats,  &c.,  for  only  230.  New  buildings,  or  an  additional 
room,  and  another  department  must  be  ijrovided  without  delay.  The 
cata8troi)ho  at  the  Druiiimond  (k)lli»'rj%  jiaralyzed  their  energies  for  a  time* 
else  increased  accommodation  would  have  been  i>rovide<i  at  an  earlier 
date.  The  ^larsli,  Sec.  So.  28,  including  the  Vale  Collier>%  and  Fisher 
Grant,  Sec.  52,  art*  in  a  similar  condition  ;  in  the  latter  there  has  been  an 
influx  population  of  employes  on  the  Government  Railway,  wlio  contri- 
bute comparatively  nothing  to  the  revenues  of  the  section ;  and  the  rate- 
payers think  it  hard  to  have  to  provide  school  accommodation  for  such 
a  fluctuating  population;  and  claim  that  the  Government  should  contribute 
some  assistance.  Section  So,  45,  Lismore,  Bailey's  Brook,  never  had 
Sufficient  accommodation,  at  least  since  1^>4.  The  Trustees'  returns 
present  tlio  following  data.  There  are  (V5  rate-payers  in  the  section,  witli 
property  liable  to  taxation  for  School  purposes  to  the  amoimt  of  930,670. 
There  arc  0  )  Children  of  Scliool-ageinthe  section,  whilst  accommodation  is 
provided  fur  only  40.  There  were  90  registered  as  attending  school  during 
the  summer  term.  This  is  a  notorious  case,  and  one  that  calls  for  stringent 
measures  to  rectify  the  evil. 

<Sr7ioo/«.— Of  the  sections  having  houses,  there  were  14  without  school 
duringthe  winter,  and  4  without  during  the  summer.  The  insufficient 
amount  voted  at  the  annual  meeting  was  assigned  as  the  cause  by  all  b«t 
two,  and  these  two  reported  "  no  teacher  came  along."  One  of  the  Schooli 
at  the  Albion  Mines  has  ceased  to  receive  public  moneys,  but  is  continiied 
in  oi>eration  as  a  private  schooL 

There  were  132  day  and  5  evening  Schools  in  operation  during 
part  of  the  winter  term;  of  these,  24  were  in  operation  the  full 
term;  52  within  5  days  and  less  of  the  full  torm;  11 G  for  100 days 
or  upwards;  13  for  less  than  100  days,  and  4  for  less  than  80  daji> 
There  were  141  in  session  during  the  summer,  \iz:  05  in  the 
North  District  and  76  in  the  south ;  of  this  number,  29  were  in 
session  the  full  term;  47  within  5  days  or  less  of  the  full  term; 
120  for  100  days  or  upwards ;  17  under  100,  and  7  under  80  days. 

TeacJurs, — There  were  131  licensed  teachers,  2  unlicensed,  and  2 
assistants  employed  during  the  winter.  The  evening  schools  were 
taught  by  the  day  school  teachers. 
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Total 


There  wen;  OU  mak's  (ind  ~<'  females.  There  were  7  less  employ- 
ed than  iu  tho  corrisiwiitliiig  term  of  1872,  viz:  ti  grade  B,  6  C, 
■nd  4  E,  with  au  i»cre:ise  of  'J  grade  D. 


Snrih  Dislriet,  Mules 1  ilfi  '8     S    j 

FemHleH...!  Il7  '17  |1C  « 

Total |l  jlfl  p  -'-'  [8 

South  DUtrict  >fiile«i. 'l  Is    |l3  'S    I 

Females...  |      «1  p:!  \a 

"  -  I  jn     '34  h>7  j)l 

(iran.i  Totil.2  ^±'}  U\  )49  JH 


Total  Xo.  of  aiales  57,  >'emft]e3  !H  ;  being  lui  increase  of  20 
Females,  and  a  deL-n^ase  of  11  RIiilc^,  a-(  compared  with  the  simimer 
term  of  1S72.  This  undue  iiiiToaso  of  female  element  is  not  the 
worst  feature ;  there  is  a  decrease  of  7  grade  B.  Male  Teachers,  aud 
AU  iacrcaso  of  4  grade  E,  Fmiiale.  There  was  a  larger  number  of 
gnde  E.  than  there  has  beeu  fur  many  years. 

Personal  knowledge  assures  me  that  this  declension  in  the  edu- 
catiooal  status  of  our  teachers  is  not  so  uuich  owing  to  iho  scarcity 
of  First  Claaa  Tencliers,  (espet'iaily  females),  as  lo  the  super-abun- 
ilanca  of  grades  L-  and  E,  and  to  the  practice  of  Trustees  giving 
prefernnce  to  the  cheapest. 
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I  \i-oiild  repeat  my  conviction,  that  the  continuance  of  the  Third 
Class  Teachers  is  most  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the 
country,  at  all  events  to  Pictou  County.  It  keeps  the  instruction 
(if  any)  imparted  at  a  very  low  standard,  and  induces  a  very  low 
estimate  of  education  on  the  part  of  the  i>eople.  If  the  longer 
continuance  of  this  grade  is  deemed  necessary  for  other  pari  s  of  thf 
province,  limit  them  to  one  year's  sorvie*e.  Any  young  person  that 
lacks  eith»>r  the  ability  to  quality  himself  or  herself,  or  the  ambition 
to  rise  higher,  should  be  excluded  from  the  profession.  So  long  as 
such  a  low  class  are  sent  into  the  Held  they  will  tind  employment. 
The  eflect  is  already  painfully  evident.  Very  few  young  men  are 
coming  forward,  and  the  few  that  are,  aro  making  it  '*  a  stepping 
stone"  to  some  otiier  profession.  In  this  County,  22  of  the  young 
men  who  taught  during  the  summer,  are  now  prosecuting  their 
stud  tjs  at  the  Academies  and  Colleges,  and  then*  are  not  men  to 
.fill  their  plaf<\s  in  the  schools.  First  Class  Females  are  becoming 
dishe:irtt?iit»d  al  linding  themselves  thrust  asido  by  these  cheap 
teachers,  and  at  findini;  the  sex  (judgeJ  by  these  persons),  branded 
as  incomjKJlent.  Discontinue  the  lower  grade,  (third  class) 
remove  sexual  distinctions  both  as  regards  qualifications  and 
remuneration,  give  "  a  fair  field  and  no  favor,"and  matters  \i-ill  soon 
tind  their  proper  level. 

Two  young  men  of  merit  and  of  great  promise  have  been  re- 
moved by  death,  viz :  Mr.  Dnvis  Sutherland,  grade  B,  and  Mr. 
James  McDonald,  grade  C,  both  victims  of  Consumption.  Seven 
young  women  have  been  removed  by  marriage,  a  cause  more  fatal 
to  the  profession,   (but   certainly   more    desired)  than  death. 

Salaries, — Though  th«^  grft«l«»  of  Teachers  1ms  ]»ccn  lower,  the  salaries 
paid  hftve  heen  somewhat  hii^hor,  especially  to  the  higher  grades,  than  in 
the  preceding  year.  In  the  sunmier  of  1872,  only  2(i  teachers  received 
Slot)  aud  upwards ;  this  year  there  were  42.  Of  the  14  ^rade  E  teachers 
9  engaf((»d  for  less  than  830  per  term.  The  old  habit  of  **  boarding  round* 
still  exists.  Nine  teachers  were  ''itinerant  boarders''  during  the  siunmer. 
The  practice  is  very  objectionable  and  should  be  discontinued.  Teachers 
should  be  paid  salaries  sufficient  to  procure  the  comforts  of  a  i)ermament 
residence,  with  ojiportunities  of  i)ersonal  improvement. 

Attendance, — A  comparison  of  the  statistics  of  the  present  with  those 
of  the  past  year  shows  that  we  are  in  much  the  same  pc  sition. 
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WiNTEB    TkBM. 

North 

South 

No.  of 

schools  in 

session. 

No.  of 

Pupils 

Ri'gistorod 

Average  No. 
daily  present 
for  full  temi. 

1    Total  days 
afndunceniade 
by  all  pupils. 

01 
76 

1>933 
3(>13 

139!) 
1G97 

UH  061 
210  270 

Total 

137 

0r)46 

3087 

3r)4  351 

Summer  Term. 
North 

(if) 
7(» 

3fM)6 
3702 

1438.7 
1739.3 

IGl  139.5 

South 

19  i  80r).6 

Total 

141 

C7()8 

3178 

3r>5  945 

• 

Roforoine  ti)  the  Abstracts  from  the  Trustees'  lleturns  elicits 
a  painiul  tact  In  the  winter  term  there  were  7,-28  Children  of 
school  ag^,  of  which  5,()26  were  regist^ired  at  school,  leaving  1,002 
not  in  attJ^ndance  :  in  summer  theni  were  7,495,  and  0291  in 
(school  leaving  1.2  )4  not  in  school.  The.  Trustees'  report  131G  not 
in  school  at  all  durifig  the  year.  The  towns  and  villages  gave 
an  aggregate?  of  8SS  leiiving  but  428  for  the  country  sections. 
Surely  these  88S  are  not  all  waifs  **for  whom  no  man  cares."  Is  there 
not  necessity  for  a  compulsory  law  of  some  kind  to  save  these  1,*31G 
children  from  ignorance.  The  number  in  school  for  some  portion 
of  the  year  was  265  more  than  in  1872. 

Schoo!rrooin  Work. — For  full  and  detailed  particulars,  I  must  refef 
you  to  my  notes  of  inspection.  I  would  here  remark  that  the  estimate 
placed  upon  work  was  made  with  reference  to  the  grade  of  teacher. 
What  is  marked  good  for  grade  E  or  I),  would  he  considered  i>oor  for  a 
gratle  B. 

The  majority  of  teachers  of  both  sexes  merit  all  praise  for  skill, 
fidelity  and  success ;  some  there  wore,  however,  who  ran  in  a  sort 
of  groove,  or  performed  their  work  in  a  perfunctory  manner ;  their 
influence  and  their  labor  were  nnuh  like  the  Scotchman's  dean 
chip  **  little  good  or  little  harm.*'  There  wera  but  two  tl  at  I  would 
pronounce  incompetent;  I  reported  them  by  name  to  the 
Board  of  School  Commissioners.  It  is  impossible  to  enumerate  in 
this  report  all  the  exi^llont  schools,  and  I  must  content  myseli' 
with  some  remarks  upon  the  more  public  institutions. 

The  Pictou  Academy  fully   maintained  its   wonted  efHciency. 
there  were  120  pupils  in  attendance  during  winter,  and  115  in 
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summer.  In  the  latter  81  studied  Latin,  16  Greek,  32  French, 
2  Italian,  100  Practical  Mathematics,  40  ^Navigation,  116  Algebra, 
100  Geometry,  10  Eng.  Literature,  50  Nat.  Philosophy,  12 
Ancient  History,  besides  the  more  orduiarv  branches.  Again 
have  two  of  its  students  taken  Scholarships  at  Dalhousie  College. 

The  Institution  has  sustained  a  serious  (I  will  not  say  an  irrepar- 
able loss),  by  the  resignation  bf  Messrs.  Bayne  and  McKenzie» 
under  whose  judicious  management,  indefatigable  labors,  and  urban® 
manners  the  institution  acquired  an  efficiency  and  reputation  un- 
known for  at  least  a  quarter  of  a  century.  It  may  be  said  of  them 
appropriately,  " takeu  all  in  all  it  will  b<»  long  ere  we  meet  their 
like  again."  They  are  n  )w  prosecuting  their  studies  in  the 
fgtmed  university  of  Leipzig.  Th(?y  are  succeeded  by  Messrs. 
McKay  and  George,  (lb©  former  as  Priiicipal)  for  whom  we  bespeak 
the  same  confidence  and  co-operation  accorded  to  their  predecessors. 
The  section  has  lost  also  the  services  of  Mr.  -Ijieas  Cameron,  who 
having  obtained  a  grade  A  license,  has  gom*  to  take  charge  of  the 
Sydney  Academy.  Cupid  has  carried  off  two  of  the  female  teachers- 
These  change-  necessarily  produce  a  break  in  the  course  of  progress. 

The  Xew  Glasgow  High  School  has  continued  to  do  an  excellent 
work.  It  is  an  honorable  co-ad jutor  of  the  Pictou  Academy.  There 
were  75  pupils  in  winter  and  01  in  summer.  In  the  Ibnner,-^  studied 
Latin,  7  Greek,  17  French,  >)(>  (:Jeometry,  26  Algebra,  15  Pract. 
Mathematics,  13  Nat.  Philosophy,  besides  large  classes  at  Geography, 
History,  Grammar  and  tlie  more  ordinary  branches*.  Upwards  of$14o 
worth  of  apparatus  were  supplied  during  the  year.  There  is  a  ne- 
cessity for  a  re-arrangment.  The  Principal  has  a  herculean  duty  to 
perform  in  att(Miding  to  all  llu;  work  of  the  High  School  single 
handeil :  the  work  should  bo  divided  into  two  bninches,  similar  to 
f,he  system  introduced  into  the  County  Academy  three  years  ago 
with   admil'abie  suc-cuas. 

Two  of  the  female  teachers  ( Misses,  Kov  and  McKav,)  with  a 
magnanimity  deserving  of  the  hi^jjhtjst  praise  (having  trained  thoirpu- 
pils  in  vocal  music  atVer  the  ordinary  school  hours)  gjivea  concert, 
with  the  proceeds  of  which,  supplemented  to  a  small  extent  by 
private  contributions,  thf^y  purchased  a  splendid  organ  at  a  cost  of 
SI3U  for  the  benefit  of  their  schools.  As  their  rooms  c*ommuflicate 
with  each  other,  both  enjoy  its  use.     To  see  and  to  hear  96  com- 
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parative  infants  in  the  primary  department,  sing  to  the  accompan- 
iment of  the  organ  presided  at  by  their  teacher,  as  I  have  witnessed 
on  several  occasions,  is  a  most  enrapturing  entertainment. 

This  shows  what  might  be  done  by  earnest  and  devoted  teachers 
to  increase  the  efficiencv  of  the  schools  and  enlist  the  interest  of 
parents ;  and  it  is  here  mentioned  as  an  inducement  to  others 
"to  go  and  do  likewise."  From  the  influence  of  instrumental  music 
as  witnessed  here,  and  in  both  the  departments  of  the  Pictou 
Academy,  1  consider  the  introduction  of  musical  instruments  essen- 
tial  to  thorough  equipment  aud  efficiency. 

I  would  repeat  the  claim  for  a  regular  grant  to  this  institution, 
based  upon  necessity  and  justice.  The  County  Academy  is  filled 
to  its  utmost  capa(rity  every  year,  and  is  doing  a  noble  work ; 
access  to  the  privileges  of  a  superior  education  than  is  furnished  by 
the  public;  Schools,  must  be  aftcrd»jd  to  the  youth  of  our  (country. 
It  must  be  remembered  that  the  Public  Schools  do  not  afford  an  edu- 
tion  to  fit  young  men  for  enteriuj;  the  County  Academy,  much  less 
the  College.  A  glance  at  the  following  table  will  show  that  outside 
these  institutions,  comparatively  little  is  done  towards  the  higher 
branches,  even  though  we  have  four  other  graded  schools  with  a 
high  school  department  in  each. 
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The  exi{;i:e7icio8  of  society  and  of  the  educational  service  demand  superior 
facilities  to  jirepare  our  youth  for  the  hij^lier  institutions  and  for  the  great 
duties  of  life. 

In  the  second  place,  this  institution  is  doing  the  work  of  an 
Academy,  yea,  even  superior  to  some  of  th  e  County  Academies ; 
and  besides,  Pictou  is  practically  t\\o  <'ounties  in  much  of  its 
constitutional  arrangements, — population, — in  educational  require- 
ments "and  advancement.  Te(?hnicalities  with  reference  to  countieg 
should  not  debar  it  from  privileges  justice  would  concede,  and 
necessity  demands. 


mm 


26  EDUCATIOX — nCSPECToBS*    BEP0BT8. 

I  am  disposed  to  ask  liberal  things  for  our  county.  It  is  unques- 
tionably a  maritime  and  commercial  county,  furnishing  a  large  quota 
of  the  Ship  Masters  and  st^a-goiiig  population  of  the  Dominion, 
and  as  such,  has  a  strong  and  just  claim  for  a  special  grant  for  a 
Nautical  School. 


School  lirf/tsleni.  I  found  that  tlie  niaj.)rity  of  our  tejichers  kept 
their  Kogi.-terf*  correctly  anil  n»v.tly.  Some  few  were  inipcrf<*ct  and  very 
untidy.  The  condition  of  ei\eli  is  noted  in  the  re]K>rt  of  inspection.  Some 
teachers  seem  to  rejjard.  the  Hepster  ns  their  proiwrty.  and  u])on  Ip-aving 
the  Section  carr\'  it  yriih  them.    Thev  should  know  hetter. 

Condition  of  S('hool-J{oomf.  —In  order  to  test  the  condition  in  which 
rooms  were  kei)t,  as  well  as  tlie  eiHcacy  of  different  modes  of  proce<lure, 
I  visited  many  of  theSch. >.»!:<  both  iu  winter  ami  i  n  summer  without  i^iving 
intimation.  I  was  jjjratilit^d  to  timl  all,  witl'  v^^rv  few  exceptions,  in  a  very 
creditiiMe  condition.  Then*  were  only  tw..  ia  ;;  really  had  state.  I  feel 
jiistifte<l  in  eastin^j  the  hlanio  of  dirty,  u.itidy  School-Rooms  ui>oa  the 
toi'xhers.  In  many  rooms  I  found  tlowor-iH)ts  with  heantiful  plants  and 
flowers  j^TOwin^,  carefully  cared  f«)r  and  cultivated  l»y  the  pupils.  I^et  ua 
have  tiiste  and  neatne.->s  in  our  School-Rooms,  and  untidiness  and  rude^ 
neis  will  not  enter. 

Books,  c^r.— All  our  ficho.)ls  are  tolerahly  \.ell  sup])lie<l  with  tlie  ordi- 
nary recpiisites.  The  sujjplyof  (leopraphies  aid  Cimmmars  wjis  much 
complained  of  hy  the  junior  teachers.  The  new  Grammar  prescrihed  by  the 
Council  has  bef*n  introduce«l  to  a  very  limite<l  extent.  IVuple  are  not  pre- 
pared to  cast  away  tlie  old  and  to  introduce  a  new  end  mor<»  expenrive 
article  suddenly,  its  intro<!uction  will  he  gradual.  Twenty  Section* 
report  that  tlu?  Books  are  kept  as  sectional  })n)j>frty ;  I  know  of  only  two 
in  which  they  are  so  kt*X)t*     Parents  i)urchasL*  their  own  supplies. 

Moni'yti  J'ofi'd. — ^[Tlie  amount  vot^d  hy  sections  at  the  annual  meeting 
waB  S18,r)75.<i7,  heiii^  $2700.70  in  excess  of  that  of  1872.  The  number  of 
Rate  payers  in  our  County  is  4,714,  and  the  whole  amount  of  proi)erty 
taxable  for  school  jmrpose  S34.r>31.l7,  The  amount  assessed  for  local 
purposes  is  S18,r)73.20,  being  at  an  average  of  51  cts.  0  mills  pet  S1(X», 

Visitation. — All  oiir  Officers  and  lepjally  appointed  visitors  have  givea 
increased  attention  to  visitation,  but  tlie  most  marked  increase  is  on  the 
part  of  the  general  visitors.  There  were  572  visits  more  than  in  1872.  In 
the  Winter  term,  129  schools  held  a  Public  Examination  ;  these  were  aL 
tended  by  1,341  persons  viz: — 709  in  the  South  and  033  in  the  North 
District,  In  summer  130  held  examinations  attended  by  1,293  personsr 
746  in  the  South  and  547  in  the  North. 
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Jietums. — All  the  Teachers,  except  two,  forwarded  their  Returns  by 
the  time  specified.  There  are  always  a  few  lagfi^ards.  These  dociunents 
exhibited  more  than  usual  care  and  attention,  still  there  were  inexcusable 
errors  resulting  from  inattention.  The  Returns  made  by  three,  grade  E  and 
by  one  grade  D,had  to  be  sent  back  and  new  ones  made  out;  the  calligraphy 
was  unintellirjible  and  the  whole  work  miserable.  The  B.  Returns  shewed 
some  improvement,  but  are  still  very  inaccurate.  Many  were  late,  and 
8ome  not  yet  in,  which  has  delayed  tlie  completion  of  my  work.  The 
answers  given  by  some  trustees  manifest  pitiable  ignorance  or  imimrdon" 
able  recklessness.  For  example  in  a  few  returns  ;  the  (juestion,  "  What  is 
the  area  of  the  Playgroimd  ?''  was  ahswenl,  "All  out  doors."  How  men  of 
ordinary  intelligence,  oven  Her  Majesty's  . J u^^tices  of  the  Peace  could  be 
80  reckles.^  as  to  make  such  statements  and  tlien  subscribe  a  declaration 
equivalent  to  an  oath,  (viz: — ••  we  do  solemnly  declare,  that  the  several 
statements  made  in  tliis  Return  are,  to  the  best  of  our  knowledge  and 
belief  correct  and  true,")  is  unaccountiiMo. 

There  is  a  universal  call  for  a  now  and  simpler  form  of  Keturn 
B,  as  formerly  reported;  Trustees  complain  of  having  to  answer 
the  same  questions  year  after  year.  The  addition  of  the  suppiemen- 
^rv  Iteturii  B,  intensified  their  complaints  this  season. 

Several  have  suggested  and  urged  strongly,  the  propriety  of 
leaving  the  B  ll3turn  until  the  end  of  the  year,  (Dec.  81st),  in- 
as  much  as  it  would  enable  Trustees  to  obtain  their  County 
money  and,  to  have  their  local  assessment  collected  and  general 
business  closed  up. 

With  respect  to  the  recent  amendments  of  the  School  Law,  the 
mass  of  our  people  know  nothing.  It  was  unfortunate  that  the 
Kevised  Law  was  not  printed  in  time  for  a  copy  to  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  every  section  before  the  annual  Scliool  Meeting,  that  its 
provisions  m'ght  be  known,  and  action  taken  according  thereto. 

With  respect  to  a  Compulsory  Law. — The  removal  of  the  exemp- 
tion on  property  to  amount  of  SoOO,  and  the  rendering  of  all  pro"" 
perty  liable  to  assessment  for  the  benefit  of  the  school  in  the  section 
in  which  it  is  situated  as  is  now  the  case  with  the  property  of  Cor- 
porations, ^nd  as  it  is  with  assessment  for  the  support  of  the  poor,  I 
can  merely  reiterate  the  remarks  made  in  former  Reports.  The  gen- 
eral feeling  is  strongly  in  favor  of  such  measures. 
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Having  tested  both  modes  of  visitation,  I  decidedly  prefer  the 
habit  of  giving  previous  intimation.  We  then  have  invariably  a 
better  attendance  of  pupils,  and  always  some  Trustees  and  visitors. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

DANIEL  McDonald. 

A.  S.  HuxT, 

Superinlen(!ent  of  Education. 


VICTORIA   COUNTY. 

A.  MuNRO,  Inspector. 

Sir, — I  have  aij;ain  the  honour,  in  compliance  with  law, 
to  lay  before  you  my  report  on  the  condition  of  the  public 
schools  in  the  County  of  Victoria  for  the  year  ending  October 
:Ust,  1878. 

The  number,  «^racio  and  sex  of  the  teachers  employed  in 
the  County  during  the  ])a8t  yQnr  are  as  follows: 


WINTER    TP:RM. 

Male. 

Female. 

A. 

1 
7 

C.  7 

C. 

IG 

D.  8 

D. 

15 

E.  4 

' 

39 

19 

SUMMER  TERM. 

Male. 

Ft^male. 

A. 
B. 

1 
10 

C. 

C. 

U 

D. 

D. 

11 

E. 

83 


28 


Total 


58 


m 


Total 


61 
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Among  our  teachers  we  have  those  who  are  iaithful  and 
take  an  interest  in  their  work,  consequently  their  schools 
show  good  progress ;  others  having  no  heart  in  their  work 
and  little  aptiUide  in  teaching,  the  work  is  carried  on  in  a 
languid  and  spiritless  manner,  so  that  little  real  progress  ig 
made.  It  has  often  and  justly  been  said  that  every  good 
scholar  is  not  a  successful  teacher.  A  teacher  may  have  read 
much,  may  have  trained  himself  to  habits  of  thought  and 
reflection,  yet  fail  as  a  teacher  of  the  most  simple  principles 
His  knowledge  must  be  always  ready,  his  illustrations  adapt, 
ed  to  the  minds  of  those  under  his  charge,  and  ability  to  in- 
terest his  school  in  their  studies.  To  teach  a  child  be  must 
be  able  to  bring  down  his  mind  to  the  capacity  of  a  child. 
From  the  influence  he  exerts  over  his  pupils  he  is  forming 
their  character  for  future  life,  either  as  useful  members  of 
society  or  drones  in  the  hive.  Let  the  teacher  think  of  the 
vast  responsibility  he  is  under  to  his  God,  his  country  and 
future  generations,  and  surely  he  will  employ  ever^"  means 
and  strain  every  nerve  for  the  benefit  of  those  under  his 
charge. 

Irregular  attendance  is  a  great  source  of  hindrance  to  the 
prosperity  of  Education.     In  looking  over  the  school  registers 
I  have  found  many  of  a  school-going  age  who  have  not  at- 
tended more  than  from  three  to  six  weeks  in  the  term.     In 
the  winter  term  in  some  cases  this  could  not  be  avoided,  on 
account  of  storms  and  bad  roads,  but  this  applies  in  many 
instances  to  those  of  such  an  age  that  could  have  been  over- 
come by  a  little  exertion.     Sickness  and   such  like   causes 
may  have  kept  away  some,  but  trivial  causes  have  kept  many 
more.     Parents  cannot  surely  be  aware  of  the  injustice  to 
their  children  in  keeping  them   from  school  on  every  trivial 
occasion.     Irregular  attendance  is  very  likely  to  be  followed 
by  irregular  habits.     When  the  vast  importance  of  Education 
is  considered,  it  is  astonishing  and  sad  to   think  that  any 
parent  should  fail  in  taking  every  opportunity  to  secure  an 
edacation  for  his  children.     Irregular  attendance  introduces 
confusion   into  the   work  of  the  school ;  the  teacher  must 
either  form  nej7  classes  or  keep  back  the  ambitious  for  the 
others  to  come  up — either  course  hag  the  effect  of  destroying 
the  interest  of  the  school  and  must  damp  ^e  energies  of  the 
teacher. 
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It  is  a  sad  fact  that  we  have  children  of  a  school-going  age 
whose  names  arc  seldom  found  on  the  school  rogister^tbe 
consequence  is  we  have  children  growing  up  with  very  little 
education,  and  in  this  progressive  age  such,  when  grown  up, 
will  he  of  little  heueiit  to  the  Dominion.  For  this  state  of 
affairs  it  is  difficult  to  find  a  remedy  :  many  good  and  wise 
educators  with  others  have  thought  that  compulsory  attend- 
ance is  the  only  remedy ;  many,  perhaps  the  greater  num- 
ber, think  such  a  law  would  be  too  much  opposed  to  what  is 
considered  freedom,  but  the  parent  who  is  anxious  to  educate 
his  children  and  sees  the  vital  necessity  of  education  will  not 
feel  such  a  law  a  grievance  but  rather  a  blessing.  No  doubt 
the  careless  and  indifferent  will  feel  such  a  law  a  hardship, 
and  would  rather  allow  their  children  grow  up  in  ignorance. 

Our  schools  are  free  to  all,  and  if  parents  will  not  educate 
their  children,  the  Government,  who  in  many  cases  act  as  a 
parent,  would  only  shew  a  kindness  and  confer  a  benefit  by 
compelling  every  parent  to  send  his  children  of  a  school- 
going  age  a  certain  number  of  days  in  the  year. 

The  rate-payers  in  some  sections  are  in  fault  for  not  having 
a  more  efficient  school ;  they  vote  such  a  small  sum  that  no 
capable  teacher  can  be  got  for  the  amount,  and  the  couse. 
qucnco  is  our  best  teachers  are  leaving  the  profession  for 
something  more  remunerative.  We  cannot  expect  young 
men  of  any  ambition  will  devote  years  of  study  and  training 
for  the  profession  when  many  situations  are  available  more 
remunerative  with  less  expense,  toil  or  preparation. 

Four  new  school-houses  have  been  erected  the  past  year— 
Big  Harbour,  Big  Interval,  Ingonish  Cove  and  rear  Baddeck 
Bay,  all  well  finished  outside,  but  little  done  insiJe.  So  that 
taking  all  things  into  consideration,  I  think  we  have  cause 
to  be  thankful  and  in  a  measure  satisfied  with  the  progress 
made. 

Al  MUNRO. 
A.  S.  Hunt, 

Saperintondent  of  Education. 


SHELBDRSE  OOVKTT. 


SHKLBURNE  COUNTY. 

A.    0.    A.    BoAKE,    Inspector. 

Sir, — I  beg  t'l  Bubiuit  a  report  of  tlio  elatistlca  and  con- 
dition of  tlio  schools  in  Slielburno  County  for  the  past  year 
as  far  as  tbey  camo  under  my  observation. 

Owing  to  tbo  difficulty  of  ohtaininfj  teachers  last  winter, 
several  of  tbe  sections  weve  without  schooia,  only  tliirty- 
/  serun  of  tlie  sixty-four  in  the  County  unjoying^liat  jirivileyo, 
Dnrtng  the  summer  term  there  were  scliools  in  forty-eiyht 
Bcciious.  Of  these  Sholhurno  had  four  dopartments;  Loeko- 
port.  West  Passagt',  Wood's  Harbour  and  Clarke's  Harbour 
had  two  c:ich  ;  the  others  but  one  department  each. 


Thti  number  of  teacbera  employed  will  bo  shown   i 
following  table : 


the 


Class  

A. 

1 

B. 

C.|U 

E. 

i-o.al. 

A.  1  ]!.  1  U. 

1       1'" 

D. 
13 

111 

Tui^l 

Males 

i'emales.... 

4 

8 

8 

6 

21 
2:i 

12 
43 

Totals.... 

1 

-i 

17 

HI 

6 

44 

:^  1  5   ,14 

15 

19 

65 

The  number  of  pupils  registered  in  the  AViiitor  Term  was 
2204,  or  18  per  cent,  nearly ;  of  boys  IH'i:-},  girls  881,  and  tho 
granil  total  days  attended  by  these,  123. (iUl. 

The  number  registered  for  the  Summer  Term  was  2556, 
or  20  per  cent,  nearly.  Of  these  125S  were  hoys,  1S03  girls, 
and  tbe  grand  total  days  attended,  138,8113,  Tho  number  of  pu- 
pils at  school  eomo  part  of  the  year  was  :W51,or  27  per  cent., 
and  the  grand  total  for  tho  year  2t<2,5.'»4.  Tho  omouut  re- 
ceived from  local  sources  816,711.    Expenditure  S15,3i8. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  in  some  sections  schools  were 
conduoted  only  one  term  or  part  of  a  torm,  and  in  many 
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Others  no  school  was  taught  during  any  part  of  the  year.  In 
some  of  the  sections  the  people  are  few  and  widely  scattered, 
and  the  cx])ense  of  sustaining  a  school,  together  with  the 
inconvenience  of  voun*^  children  attending;  fioni  lonij  dis- 
tanees,  dtjtcr  many  from  using  efforts  towards  getting  schools 
established  ;  but  as  the  law  makes  additional  provision  lor 
scattered  sections,  it  is  evident  many  of  these  obstacles  could 
bo  overcome  if  parents  were  in  earnest  to  secure  for  their 
children  the  benefits  of  good  school  instruction.  We  opine, 
too.  that  if  in  most  sections  the  people  would  vote  larger 
sums  at  the  annual  raeetinirs,  and  offer  better  salaries, 
teachers,  if  sought  for  in  time,  could  be  more  readilj'  obtained. 

At  Lockeport  a  fine  large  school- house  has  recently  been 
constructed,  and  the  lower  fiat,  consisting  of  two  large  rooms 
and  spacious  lobbies,  finished.  The  second  story  will  he 
completed  when  required,  and  the  attic  can  be  converted  into 
a  hall  suitable  for  the  accommodation  of  a  lari>e  audience. 
The  basement  is  intended  for  the  reception  of  fuel  and  other 
useful  appendages,  and  as  a  convenient  place  for  pupils  to 
amuse  themselves  in  cold  and  stormy  weather.  The  school- 
rooms are  supplied  with  patent  desks,  several  maps,  clocks, 
globes,  Worcester's  unabridged  Dictionary  and  Lippincott's 
Gazetteer.  More  furniture  and  apparatus  has  probably  been 
added  since  my  visit.  The  house  when  completed  will  bo  a 
firm,  commodious  structure,  and  a  credit  to  the  section. 

The  houses  at  West  Uead  and  West  Green  Harbour  have  also 
beeu  comj)lett>d,  and  seem,  except  in  the  furniture,  well  suited  to 
the  requirements  of  the  sections.  Some  eftbrt  is  being  made  in 
East  and  West  Middle  Sable  and  East  Green  Harbour  Se<.*tion8 
to  erect  school-houses,  and  it  is  hoped  that  by  next  summer  thev 
may  be  opened  for  school  purposes.  In  some  sections  the  houses 
are  in  good  condition,  furnished  with  patent  or  Dawson  desks  and 
V)lerahly  well  supplied  with  school  apparatus.  In  others,  repairs 
should  be  eflected,  outhouses  built,  the  surroundings  improved  and 
better  furniture  and  more  apparatus  supphed  ;  and  in  the  remAin- 
ing  sections  new  houses  ought  to  be  constructed  on  improved 
plans,  in  suitable  spots,  with  ample  play-grounds  and  other  ap- 
pliances to  render  them  comfortable  and  attractive  to  pupils. 
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In  some  schools  books  are  abundantly  provided  for  the  free  use 
of  all  the  scholars,  in  others,  partially,  being  mostly  owned  by  the 
pupils,  and  in  a  few,  very  H<^antily.  In  remote  sections  where 
money  is  not  voted  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  books,  parent 8» 
find  it  inconvenient  to  obtain  them,  and  require  the  teachers  to 
use  such  as  are  at  hand,  often  those  that  are  quite  unsuited  to  the 
requirements  of  the  pupils.  This  is  particularly  the  case  with 
copy-books.  Frequently  no  one  course  is  in  use,  and  the  teac-her' 
writ'ng  is  the  model  for  the  school.  It  would  be  advisable,  where 
money  is  not  voted  for  the  purchase  of  books,  that  a  small  sum 
should  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  Trustees  so  that  they  can  keep 
a  supply  of  books  on  hand  for  sale  when  needed. 

Where  the  people  and  Trustees  manifest  a  commendable  interest 
in  the  schools,  where  books  and  apparatus  are  furnished,  and 
where  competent  teachers  are  employed,  the  progressive  improve- 
ment of  the  pupils  is  very  apparent. 

It  is  gratifying  tn  know  that  several  of  our  teachers,  both  male 
and  female,  are  energetic,  efficient  instructors,  and  their  schools 
give  practical  proof  of  the  good  work  they  are  performing.  On 
the  contrary  where  little  interest  is  taken  in  a  community,  where 
incompetent  teachers  are  employed,  rather  for  their  cheapness  than 
their  ability  to  impart  knowledge,  the  educational  attainments  of 
the  pupils  are  proportionally  meagre  and  the  objects  aimed  at  par- 
tially frustrated. 

Parents  and  others  ought  to  shew  their  re^rd  for  the  schools 
by  Tisibing  them  more  frequently.  If  no  day  were  allowed  to  pass 
without  a  visit  from  some  one,  the  character  of  the  school  would 
soon  become  known,  the  ability,  or  otherwise,  of  the  teacher  made 
apparent,  the  progress  of  the  pupils  exhibited,  and  an  incitement 
given  that  would  soon  be  evinced  by  greater  dilligence  and  more 
rapid  improvement. 

It  is  further  desirable  that  a  more  regular  attendance  be  secured, 
M,  without  it,  no  systematic  course  of  instruction  can  be  pursued^ 
and  no  satisfactory  results  obtained.  Much  in  this  respect  can 
be  done  by  teachers  calling  at  the  homes  of  the  children,  ascertain- 
ing the  reason  of  their  absence,  shewing  the  necessity  and  advan- 
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tage  of  regalar  attendance,  and  urging  parents  to  consider  the 
educational  welfare  of  their  offspring  and  the  need  of  impro?ing 
the  opportunities  afforded  them. 

It  is  hoped  that  many  of  these  needed  improvements  wiH 
speedily  be  effected,  that  every  section  ^^'ill  soon  possess  a  con- 
venient school-house,  that  skilful  teacbers,  sufficiently  remunerated, 
will  be  regularly  employed,  that  schools  will  be  incited  to  compete 
with  each  other  for  superior  excoUence,  and  that  communities  will 
be  roused  to  vigorous  efforts  to  advance  the  intellectual  condition 
of  the  young. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  A.  DOANB. 

A.  S.  Hunt, 

Superintendent  of  Education. 


GUYSBOEOUGH    COUNTY. 

William  Hahtshoene,  Inspector. 

SiR,^I  respectfully  beg  leave  to  submit  my  Annual  Eeport 
c^f  the  Publi(i  Schools  in  the  County  of  Guysborough,  for  the  year 
ended  October  Slst,  1873.  The  abstracts  A  and  B,  already  for- 
warded you,  will  furnish  a  correct  account  of  the  educational  con- 
dition of  the  County. 

The  number  of  teachers  employed  in  the  County  the  past  year 
is  as  follows  : — 

Winter  Term.  Summer  Term. 

Grade  B 10  Grade  A 1 

"      C 18  "       B 9 

"      D 19  «      C 17 

"      B 8  "  .    D 24 
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Schools. — ^Dunng  the  winter  term  there  were  in  operation  48 
schools  and  departments,  conducted  by  !22  male  and  28  female 
teachers,  and  attended  by  2206  registered  papils,  being  168  pupils 
less  than  the  winter  term  of  1872«  owing  principally  to  the 
weather  being  so  very  cold  and  stormy,  and  the  measles  and 
whooping  cough  prevailing  in  almost  every  section.  Consequently 
the  attendance  has  been  very  small  and  irregular. 

During  the  summer  term  there  were  in  operation  63  schools 
and  departments  conducted  by  22  male  and  43  fema'e  teachers, 
and  attended  by  2922  pupils,  being  an  increase  of  three  schools 
and  84  pupils  more  than  the  summer  term  of  lvS72. 

There  were  in  operation  in  the  District  of  Guysborough,  during 
the  winter  term,  six  graded  schools,  viz. :  three  in  Section  No.  1 ., 
Guysborough ;  two  in  Cape  Canso,  No.  20  ;  and  one  in  Port  Mul- 
grave,  No.  37  A,  the  elementary   department  in  this   section  not 
having  been  in  operation,  ov^inii^  to  the  trustees   having  been  un- 
able to  obtain  a  teacher.     In   the  District  of  St.   Mary's,  during 
the  winter  terra,  there  were  only  two  graded  schools  in  operation, 
viz.:  in  Section  No.  1,   Sherbrooke.     During  the  summer  term 
there  were  in  operation,  in  the  District  of  Guysborough,   seven 
graded  schools,  viz.:  three  in  Section  No.  1,  Guysborough  ;  two 
in  Cape  Canso,  No.  20,  and  two  in  Port  Mnlgrave,  No.  37,  A.     In 
Gape  Canso,  No.  20,  there  are  300  cl  ildren  between  6  and   15 
years  of  age,  and  I  hope  to  report  three  graded   schools  next  year 
in  this  section.     In  the  District  of  St.  Mary's,  the  summer  term, 
there  were  four  graded  schools,  viz. :  two  in  Section  No.  1,  Sher- 
brooke, and   two  in  No.  25,  Goldenville.     The  graded  schools, 
during  the  summer  term,  have  been  very  well  conducted  and  are 
doing  very  good  work :  most  of  them  are  libsrally  supplied  with 
books  and  apparatus. 

Academt/. — This  department,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  \**aB  closed  dur- 
ing the  winter  term  on  account  of  the  trustees  not  having  been 
able  to  obtain  a  teacher  of  Grade  A.,  but  has  beei  re-opened 
the  summer  t*3rm  under  th»  charge  of  Mr.  Eaton,  and  I 
must  say  there  has  been  genuine  indications  of  improvement. 
The  attendance  of  the  pupils  has  baen  abo.it  the  average,  and 
mostly  residents  of  the  section  in  which  the  A.adamy  is  situated. 
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I  very  much  regret  that  but  very  few  pupils  of  this  Countj  anil 
themselves  of  its  advantages.  This  department  is  pretty  well  sup- 
plied with  booVs  and  apparatus. 

The  progress  made  in  many  of  the  schools  the  past  year  has  not 
been  very  satisfactory.  There  are  several  causes  which  operate 
very  much  against  their  advancement,  the  chief  of  which  are  the 
constant  change  of  teachers  in  many  sections  from  term  to  term, 
limited  supply  of  books  and  apparatus,  the  very  irregular  attend- 
ance of  pupils,  and  the  apathy  and  indifference  of  the  rote-payers 
in  not  providing  means  for  the  support  of  efficient  teachers.  In 
many  of  the  schools,  the  teachers,  I  am  happy  to  say,  are  labour- 
ing dilligeutly  and  faithfully  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and 
some  of  them,  both  male  and  female,  have  attained  considerable 
success  in  teaching. 

The  average  attendance  during  the  summer  term  in  many  of 
our  schools  has  been  smaller  than  nsual.  In  some  of  them  that  I 
visited  in  September,  I  only  found  from  five  to  fifteen  present, 
the  number  registered  being  from  fifty  to  sixty.  Such  a  state  of 
things  is  not  very  encouraging  to  a  teacher,  but  I  think  the  fiiult 
lies  in  a  great  measure  with  the  parents,  who  are  extremely  negli- 
gent in  the  education  of  their  children.  It  certainly  would  be  a 
great  encouragement  to  both  teachers  and^upils  if  parents  would 
take  an  interest  in  the  schools  and  thereby  incite  them  to  greatei^ 
dilligence  in  their  work. 

School  Houses, — I  am  very  sorry  to  say  that  but  very  few  of  the 
houses  erected  since  1864  are  entirely  finished,  and  some  few  are 
still  provided  with  the  old  style  of  wall-desks  and  miserable  seats, 
but  hope  (toon  to  see  an  improvement  in  this  respect.  A  house 
has  been  erected  in  the  colored  settlement,  Manchester,  No.  29.0, 
and  a  school  has  been  in  operation  during  the  summer  term.  Five 
school-houses  have  been  destroyed  the  past  year,  viz. :  one  in  Sec- 
tion No.  4,  South  Intervale,  by  fire  on  the  29th  April  last,  and  four 
by  the  gale  of  wind  of  the  24th  August,  vis. :  in  Colored  Settle- 
ment No.  9,  Guysborough ;  Black  Point  No.  18;  Canso  Island  No. 
20- ;  and  Island  Harbor  No.  47,  and  also  one  that  was  partly 
finished  outside  in  Beckerton  No.  27,  District  of  St.  Mary's.  I 
believe  two  of  these  Sections  have  made  provision  for  erecting 
others  next  summer. 
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Cleanliiuss  of  SehooUroom4 — ^Marked  improvement  has  taken 
place  during  the  summer  term  in  this  respect.  Out  of  62  scboolf 
Tisited  by  me,  I  onljr  found  four  that  were  in  any  way  dirty  or 
untidy.  In  general  they  were  as  neat  and  tidy  as  could  be  es* 
pected. 

OiUhottses. — I  cannot  report  much  improvement  in  this  respect, 
only  one  having  been  built  the  past  year.  I  have  repeatedly 
called  the  attention  of  the  trustees  to  this  matter,  but  the  rate- 
payers  will  not  provide  the  necessary  funds  for  such  purposes.  1 
very  much  regret  this  state  of  things,  as  many  of  the  school-houses 
are  built  close  to  the  public  roads ;  but  hope  soou  to  see  this 
matter  to  some  extent  remedied. 

The  past  year  the  County  School  rates  paid  by  two  poor  sec- 
tions have  been  retaiued  in  the  hands  of  the  County  Treasurer  to 
aid  them  in  building  suitable  houses,  and  I  hope  that  they  will  take 
advantage  of  it  next  summer. 

Visits. — During  the  winter  term  I  visited  all  the  schools  in  the 
County  that  were  in  operation  with  the  exception  of  six,  which 
was  owing  to  the  almost  impassible  state  of  the  roads  along  the 
sea  coast  the  latter  part  of  March  and  the  first  of  April.  During 
the  summer  term  I  visited  all  the  schools,  with  the  exception  of 
'No.  1 3,  East  River,  St.  Mary's,  whi(;h  wa»  not  in  operation  when 
I  visited  the  section.  I  also  visited  four  sectioiis  where  schools 
did  not  exist  ;  in  two  of  those  the  rate-payers  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing voted  money  for  the  f^rection  of  buildings  next  summer. 

In  Section  No.  16,  Crow  Harbor,  there  are  about  thirty-five 
rate-payers,  SII,500  of  rateable  property,  and  from  50  to  60 
dhildren  from  5  to  15  years  of  age.  I  very  much  regret  that  I 
cannot  prevail  upon  the  rate-payers  of  this  section  either  to  vote 
money  for  the  erection  of  a  building  or  the  support  of  a  school. 
I  wish  the  School  Commissioners  had  power,  upon  the  requisition 
kif  eight  or  ten  rate-payers,  to  assess  such  sections  for  the  sum 
neoeMary  for  such  pCirposes. 

In  conclusion  I  beg  leave  to  tender  you  my  sincere  thanks  for' 
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the  readiness  with  which  you  have  given  me  ioformation  when 
required  and  for  your  courtesy  during  our  official  intercourse. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obev  t.  serv't., 

WILLIAM  HAETSHORNB. 
A.  S.  Hunt, 

Superintendent  of  Education. 


LUNENBURG    COUNTY. 

W.  M.  B.  Lawson,  Inspector. 

Sir';  I  beg  leave  to  lay  before  you  my  Annual  Report  on 
the  state  and  condition  of  Schools  in  this  Countj,  when 
visited  by  me  during  the  AV inter  and  Summer  Terms  of  1872 
and  1873. 

In  doing  so  I  have  drawn  up  a  Report  in  Tabular  iorm, 
dividing  the  schools  in  the  county  according  lo  the  best  of  my 
judgement  into  throe  grades,  viz  : — good,  middling  and  poor, 
having  especial  reicronce  to  the  pkill  and  experience  of  the 
everal  teachers  employed,  as  exhibited  in  their  mode  of 
conducting  their  schools. 

The  several  Tables  shew, 
1st  The  estimated  grade  ol  the  school. 
2nd  The]»articiiliir  section  in  which  ♦he  school  is  situated. 
8rd  The  number  of  pupils  rcgi.stered. 
4th  Tiie  daily  average   attendance  up  to  tho  time  of  in- 
sped  ion. 
oth  The  number  of  days  in  Session  when  visited. 
<>th  The  supplies  of  Books  and  Apparatus. 
7th  The  Teachers'  Name  and  (jlrade. 
8th  His  period  of  service, — and 
9th  The  amount  ot  salary  from  the  Trustees. 

^y  means  of  these  Tables  may  be  seen  at  a  glance  a  detailed 
report  of  the  principal  features  of  every  school  in  Session  in 
the  county. 

Besides  the  County  Academy  we  have  only  one  or  two 
Schools  which  can  rank  as  really  superioi^  and  wo  have  no^ 
more  than  three  or  four  which  deserve  to  rank  so  low  as 
«veiy  poor.''  Therefore  I  have  not  deemed  it  Aecessary  or 
politic  to  designate  them  just  at  present. 
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Irregularity  of  attendance  on  the  part  of  tke  pupils  itill 
contiBues  to  be  the  rule,  ratner  than  the  exception,  in  many 
of  the  schools  in  this  County,  which,  coupled  with  the  constant 
cbaage  of  teachers,  operates  most  disadvantageously  to  the 
Titality  of  schools.  I  am  inclined  to  think  therefore,  that  a 
small  fine  imposed  on  the  parents  of  absentees  without  suf- 
ficient cause,  would,  to  a  certain  extent,  remedy  the  evil ;  at 
all  events,  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion  that  some  compulsory 
enactment  mupt  be  added  to  the  present  School  Act,  to  make 
it  of  that  real  benefit  to  the  community  which  its  framers 
intended  it  should  be. 

Several  new  and  commodious  houses  have  been  built  in  this 
County  during  the  past  school  year,  and  some  others  have 
been  repaired  and  enlarged.  The  School  buildings  in  Bridge- 
water  have  been  much  enlarged  and  improved,  and  are  now 
capable  of  accommodating  five  Departments  with  comfort 
and  ease. 

I  am  also  happy  to  bo  able  to  report  that  the  schools  in 
Beasion  iorthe  past  term  in  this  County,  were, « taking  them 
M»  a  whole,  an  improvement  on  those  of  former  years,  in 
order,  discipline  and  progress. 

This  is  all  very  encouraging,  and  tends  much  to  inspire  us 
with  sanguine  hopes  of  still  greater  improvement  in  the 
future. 

Hy  notes  of  Inspection  and  the  abstracts  of  the  A.  and  B. 
Beturns,  will  supply  in  detail  all  the  remaining  necessary  in- 
formation in  reference  to  the  Schools  which  have  been  m 
operation  in  the  several  sections  of  the  County  for  the  past 
school  year. 

There  have  been  twenty-two  vacant  sections  in  the  County 
daring  the  past  year,  and  upwards  of  370children  unprovided 
with  the  means  of  education  in  the  sections  to  which  tbey 
belong.  Nine  of  these  twenty-two  sections  are  still  without 
School  houses. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Yours  with  respect, 

W.  M.  B.   LAWSON.. 
A.    S.   HuMTy 

Superintendent  of  Education. 
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EDUCATIOF. — INBPEOTOBS'    BEPOBTft. 


COLiNTY  OF  CAPE  BRETON. 

A.  McKiNifoir,  Inspector. 

Sib, — lu  compliance  with  law,  I  beg  to  submit  my  first  Eeport 
on  the  state  of  the  Public  Schools  in  the  County  of  Cape  Breton 
for  the  term  ended  3 1st  October,  1873. 

Having  receired  my  appointment  in  May  last,  my  report  must 
be,  of  necessity,  a  short  one.  I  shall  confine  my  remarks  especi- 
ally to  what  I  was  able  to  learn  and  observe  during  my  viaitation. 

I  cannot  report  progress — not  that  progress  has  not  been  made 
but  because  of  my  unacquaintance  with  the  standing  of  education 
within  the  County  in   preceding    years.     The   following   ia  the 
number  of  teachers  employed  in  this  County  for   the  term  ended 
October  Slst,  1878. 


Class  I. 

lilales 20 

Females...  11 


31 


Class  II. 
23 
10 


33 


Class  III. 
36 
15 

51 


A. 

1 


Tohd. 
80 
36 

116 


Secttofis. — There  are  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  (128) 
School  Sections  iu  this  County,  with  one  hundred  and  twenty  (120) 
School-houses.  Louisburg,  the  old  Capital  of  Cape  Breton,  which 
is  divided  into  two  sections,  has  neither  school  nor  school-house, 
and  the  cause  can  be  traced  tx)  the  doors  of  a  few  individuals  who 
have  no  school-going  children,  and  care  not  for  the  education  of 
the  hardy  fisherman  s  child,  upon  whom  they  depend  for  the 
luxuries  of  life. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  contemplated  i*ailroad  from  Sydney 
to  Louisburg,  which  \^ill  be  accompUj^hed  at  no  distant  day, 
will  be  a  means  of  arousing  the  inhabitants  of  that  historic  town 
to  a  more  active   sense   of  duty  towards   their  much   neglected 
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offspring.  Beuecadie  school-house  was  blown  down  in  1871  and 
no  steps  have  yet  beau  taken,  by  the  rate-payers  of  the  Section, 
in  replacing  it. 

The  rate-payers  of  Grand  Narrows  have,  at  their  annual  meet- 
ing, voted  a  liberal  sum  towards  the  erection  of  a  new  school- 
house.  North  Sydney  completed  a  tidy  school-house  as  an  ap- 
pendage to  their  already  well  accommodated  houses. 

The  Couuty  Academy,  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  Gillis,  is  doing 
remarkably  well,  in  which  all  the  branches  neces^<ary  for  a  thorough 
practical  education  are  taught  with  success.  The  other  depart- 
ments, especially  the  preparatory,  are  well  conducted  and  seem  to 
give  good  satisfaction. 

The  North  Sydney  neat  and  tidy  schools,  under  the  skilful 
superinteudance  of  Mr.  Dimock,  are  doing  their  work  well,  and 
the  same  can  be  said  of  the  schools  at  Sydney  Mines,  under  the 
supervision  of  Mr.  Rhindiess  ;  although  the  school  accommodation 
at  the  latter  place  is  far  inferior  to  other  sections  of  less  wealth 
and  pretentions  ;  yet  their  moral  tone  is  second  to  none  in  the 
county.  North  Sydney  and  Sydney  Mines  may  well  congratulate 
themselves  on  having  the  services  of  such  efficient  and  painstaking 
men  as  Mr.  Dimock,  Bhindress  and  McLeod. 

Lingan,  Glace  Bay  and  Cow  Bay  are  supplied  with  a  staft'  of 
intelligent  and  useful  teachers. 

The  remotest  parts  of  the  County,  as  a  general  rule,  have  in 
their  employ  teachers  of  indifferent  attainments. 

Books,  Maps,  Apparatus, — With  respect  to  these,  I  am  sorry 
to  have  it  to  report  that  very  many  schools  are  poorly  supplied. 

Fumiturf. — With  the  exception  of  that  in  the  towns,  and  min- 
ing districts,  the  furniture  is  generally  very  indifferent,  and 
Trustees  seem  to  take  little  or  no  inte^^st  in  this  important  item. 

The  A  Returns,  although  not  fiiultless,  are  tolerably  well  filled 

up,  but  the  B  lieturns  are  very  indifTerently  so,  and  many  have 

not  yet  come  in. 

A.  McKINNON. 

A.  S.  Hunt, 

Superintendent  of  Education. 
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IDUCATION — IirSPECTOBB     BIF0BT8. 


DISTRICT  OF  CLARE. 

A.    P.    Landry,    Inspector. 

Sib, — I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  vou  mv  Second  Annual 
Report  on  the  state  of  the  Public  Schools  in  the  District  of  Clare 
for  the  vear  closed  on  the  31st  October,  1873. 

I  am  much  pleased  \iith  being  able  to  assert  that  on  the  whole 
there  is  an  improvement  over  the  preceding  year.  As  the  people 
are  getting  better  acquainted  with  the  requisites  of  the  law  and 
its  advantages,  the  old  prejudices  vanish  and  a  general  educational 
rivalrv  seems  to  take  the  lead.  There  is  a  general  iucrease  of 
both  attendance  and  expenditure,  yet  many  schools  are  still  far 
from  being  in  a  good  working  condition.  There  are  obstacles 
that  only  education  itself  can  remove,  as  it  will  ad\'ance  and  throw 
its  influential  light  over  them.  The  late  amendments  to  the  law 
will  not  fail  to  obviate  difliculties  that  were  yearly  met  with  in 
several  sections.  I  mean  to  allude  to  the  power  given  to  the 
Board  of  School  Commissioners  of  sanctioning  a  reasonable  sum 
proposed  by  the  Trustees  of  any  section,  neglecting  or  refusing 
to  vote  money,  when  needed,  at  the  annual  meeting.  Now,  the 
can-livt-wiihout'eihicaiion  rate-payers  will  not  crowd  to  the  annual 
meeting  to  vote  down  the  school,  and  thus  deprive  the  youth  of 
their  section  of  the  benefits  of  a  liberal  education. 

In  order  to  &cilitate  a  better  view  of  the  different  educational 
matters,  each  subject  will  be  found  treated  under  separate  heads. 

Teachers,  their  em  plot f  and  pay. — The  number,  grade  and  sex  of 
Teachers  and  Assistants  employed  in  the  district  during  the  year 
are  as  follows  : 


WixTER  Term. 


Teachers. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

E. 

Total. 

Male 

1 

1 
6 
3 

6 

3 

1 

4 

7 

Female       .     ,     t     .          ,     .     .     .     r     ,     ,     t     r     .     r 

13 

Female  Assistants 

7 

1 

10 

8 

8 

27 

BiGBT  ootnrrt. 


49 


SuMMEU  Term. 


l^ACUEBS. 

b. 

C. 

D. 

E. 

Total. 

Male 

!Female 

3 

1 
5 
3 

4 
4 

t 

4 

8 
16 

!Feiiialo  Assistants 

^      7 

3 

9 

S 

11 

31 

The  aggregate  local  salary  of  teachers  and  assistants  for  the 
year  is  $4389.40,  being  41126.78  more  than  tlie  previous  year. 
The  county  'fund  standing  at  S1920,  the  sectional  tax  to\\-ards 
the  salary  of  teachers  for  the  year  amounts  to  S2469.60,  being 
$764.78  over  last  year's.  The  sum  of  provincial  allowance  paid 
to  teacherr  and  assistants  is  S1731.71,  which  brings  the  yearly 
income  of  teachers  from  all  sources  to  S6121.ll. — Other  items 
under  this  head  will  be  found  in  the  statistical  tables  Ijelonging 
to  this  district. 

Sections  ami  School-hotises, — The  number  of  sections  remain 
the  same  as  last  year.  They  are  all  provided  with  suitable  school- 
houses  to  the  exception  of  two,  Ohio  No.  15  and  Jlarlem  No.  24. 
I  have  the  pleasure  to  state  t'lar  the  inhabitants  of  Ohio  have 
at  last  agreed  to  have  their  sihool-house  located  in  Clare  ;  and  for 
that  purpose  a  proper  site  has  been  chosen  and  the  new  building 
hauled  on  the  spot  in  this  dijitrict.  It  will,  1  hope,  be  completed 
during  the  year.  Ilarlem  Section  has  also  put  up  the  Irame  of 
a  new  building,  but,  1  may  say,  with  very  little  prospect  of  hav- 
ing it  ever  completed.  lu  1870  liberty  was  granted  for  two  years 
to  this  section  by  the  Board  to  have  its  school  taught  in  a  small 
old  building,  a  miserable  hovel,  provided  that  during  that  period 
a  new  school-house  would  be  built.  Since  then  poverty,  indiffer- 
ence and  perhaps  also  jealousy,  h^ve  brought  a  division  among  the 
rate-payers ;  so  that,  now,  instead  of  striving  to  finish  the  new 
building,  half  the  rate-payers  wish  to  abandon  the  work  and  be 
annexed  to  Ohio,  from  which  they  separated  in  1870.  But  it 
appears  that  Ohio  is  not  willing  to  admit  them.  Now  the  al- 
ternative is  that  they  must  either  finish  their  new  building  or 
lemain  without  a  school. 
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Furniture  and  Apparahn, — The  iumiture  in  all  the  schools  is 
the  same  as  it  was  last  year,  except  at  Salmon  £iver,  Section  No. 
12,  where  the  building  has  been  completely  furnished  for  two 
departments.  A  few  additions  in  apparatus  have  been  made  in 
some  sc'hools.  The  amount  of  blackboard  surface  is  yearly  in- 
creasing. Maps  are  not  to  be  seen  in  several  schools,  and  a  com- 
plete provision  of  them  is  wanting  in  all  the  rest.  The  two  that 
have  the  best  supply  are  Beaver  Itiver  and  Meteghan. 

BooJcM  and  other  ScJiool  BequlsiteSm — The  books  used  throughout 
are  those  prescribed  by  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction.     One 
half  of  the  schools  are  suffioiently  provided  with  books  suitable  to 
a  graded  classification.    These  are  pro\ided  by  the  Trustees  ac- 
cording to  law  free  of  charge  to  all  the  pupils.     The'  other  half 
have  but  a  scanty  provision,  not  properly  assorted,  which  very 
much  interferes  vdth  a  proper  classification.    Here  the  pupila 
either  provide  themselves  as  best  they  can  with  the  books,  etc., 
they  need  most,  or  the  teacher  keeps  a  stock  of  general  school 
necessaries  in  the  school-room  and  sells  to  the  pupils  what  they 
can  afford  to  buy.     If  the  children  or  their  parents  happen  to  be 
too  indigent  to  purchase  their  school  requisites,  they  have  to  go 
without  them.     Should  they  apply  to  the  Trustees  for  such  wanta, 
they  can  but  receive  the  information  that  their  parents  would 
not  vote  money  for  such  purpose,  and  consequently  nothing  o^ 
the  kind  need  be  expected  from  them.     In  almoi<t  every  section 
there  is  more  or  less  aversion  to  voting  money  for  books,  ap- 
paratus and  other  school  materials.     In  fact  in  some  sections  it 
is  impossible  to  pass  a  vote  to  that  purpose.     It  is  not  imfrequent 
to  find  in  some  of  these  schools  pupils  sitting  the  whole  time  of 
School  without  a  book  or  a  slate,  or  any  object  of  instruction  in 
their  possession.    Parents  thus  send  their  children  to  school,  and 
at  the  close  of  the  term  do  not  fail  to  blame  the  truly  industrious 
teacher  find  accuse  him  of  incapacity  or  neglect  in  imparting  in- 
struction to  his  pupils.     Every  department  that  is  well  supplied 
with  all  the  school  requisites  free  of  charge  to  all  the  pupils^ 
makes  always  the  greater  average  of  both  attendance  and  progresi. 

This  neglect  or  refusal  to  provide  the  schohirs  with  their  school 
necessaries  and  the  room  with  proper  apparatus,  as  the  law 
directs,  is  an  evil  which  is  of  no  little  importance  to  remedy* 
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Should  I  be  lUlowed  to  prescribe  some  means  of  removing  that 
defect,  I  woold  suggest  that  upon  the  report  of  the  Inspector,  the 
Board  of  School  Commissioners  would  appropriate  to  the  purchase- 
of  school  implements  a  portion  of  the  county  fund  allotted  to 
those  sections  that  would  not  vote  monej  for  books,  etc.  For 
means  are  generally  provided  for  every  thing  but  those  indls. 
pensable  implements  of  schools. 

Instruction. — ^Eeading  being  the  branch  that  receives  the  great-^ 
est  amount  of  time  in  every  school,  gives  also  the  highest  figure 
in  the  average  of  the  pupils'  progress.     Spelling  viva  voce  and  by 
dictation  is    generally  good.     Geography    is  very    superficially 
taught.     There  is  a  general  lacking  in  the  teaching  of  this  branch. 
Maps  are  more  or  less  wanting  ;  proper  text  books  are  few,  and 
the  teacher's  knowledge  in  some  cases  is  not  sufficiently  exercised 
to  give  oral  lessons  efiectively.     Arithmetic  is  receiving  more  at- 
tention than  it  usually  did.    Except  in  few  instances  the  exami- 
nations have  shown  satis&ctory  progress.     There  is  now  more 
of  the  practical  system  taught  with  the  theory  than  formerly. 
Penmanship  is  well  taught  and  with  perfect  success  where  the 
copy  books  (Staples')  are  provided  to  the  pupils  free  of  charge. 
But  where  the  children  have  to  procure  their  own  writing  ma- 
terials, penmanship  is  generally  poor ;  the  copy  books  being  of 
common  paper,  badly  put  together  and  set  by  the  teacher,  who  is 
not  always  a  model    writer.      English  grammar,    parsing  and 
analysis,  are  generally  considered   of  so  little  importance  that 
very  little    or  no  time  is  devoted  to  their  study.     Very  few 
teachers  understand  the  oral  method  of  teaching  this  branch  ;  and 
the  quantity  of  text  books  on   the  subject  is  not  equal  to  the 
want.    Notwithstanding  what  I  have  said,  several  departments 
possess  exceUent  teachers,  who  leave  nothing  to  be  desired  in  the 
correct  and  successful  teaching  of  the  branch.     History,  for  want 
of  proper  text  bo6ks,  is  generally  neglected.    I>ra\^iug  and  the 
elements  of  music  receive  a  due  amount  of  attention  in  two 
schools  only,  Meteghan  and  Port  Acadie.    A  branch  that  is  al- 
most entirely  neglected  in  all  the  schools  is  composition.    I  often 
find  big  boys  and  girls  who  can  read  well  indeed,  write  dictation 
without  a  mistake,  and  parse  very  fluently,  yet  cannot  write  an 
essay  on  the  simplest  subject,  not  even  a  common  letter.    It- 
seems  impossible  for  them  to  arrange  their  ideas  so  as  to  express. 
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them  in  any  form  or  shape.  Not  one  out  of  fifty  advanced 
scholars  know  how  to  commence,  write,  close  and  address  a 
letter  properly.  I  am  sorry  to  have  to  say  that  not  a  small  nmn- 
ber  of  our  teachers  are  quite  ignorant  of  the  proper  formality. 
It  is  a  branch  to  which  the  parents  offcen  refer.  They  are  not  a 
little  surprised  at  the  inability  of  a  young  man  or  young  lady  to 
write  an  order,  a  receipt,  a  promissory  note  or  such  like,  alter 
having  been  to  school  nine  or  ten  years.  This  is  not  a  result 
that  ^vill  likely  encourage  the  parents  to  send  their  children  to 
school.  To  remedy  this  evil  there  should  be  in  every  school 
frequent  exercises  on  general  composition,  essays,  receipts,  notes 
of  hand,  bills  of  account,  letters,  etc. — In  Canada  it  is  a  plan 
generally  adopted  with  proper  text  books  on  the  subject. 

Trustees  and  tlieir  Returns. — This  body  of  men  in  several  sec- 
tions is  but  nominal.  With  some  it  is  the  ignorance  of  the 
duties  of  their  office,  while  with  others  it  is  indifference  that 
makes  them  unfit  for  the  office.  In  the  majority  of  cases  they 
are  illiterate,  and  consequently  take  but  very  little  or  no  interest 
in  visiting  the  school.  The  keeping  of  their  sectional  accounts  is, 
in  many  instances,  a  mere  farce.  The  whole  is  from  memory  or 
on  loose  sheets  of  paper ;  and  when  the  time  of  making  up  the 
annual  return  (B)  is  come  every  thing  is  in  confusion.  The 
sheet  is  forwarded  to  the  Insixjctor  halt*  filled  in  or  with  the  most 
absurd  entries.  The  return  is  sent  back  for  revision,  or,  as  it 
happens  not  unfrequently,  the  Inspector  has  to  go  himself  and 
prtjpanj  it. — In  three -fourths  of  the  sections  the  acc(»uuts  are  so 
imperfectly  brought  Ixjfore  the  anuiul  meeting,  tliat  no  correct 
statement  of  the  standing  of  the  school  aflairs  can  be  given.  This 
is  often  the  cause  of  much  debate  and  animosity,  if  not  unfre- 
quently the  cause  of  a  refusal  to  vote  money. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

A.  P.  LANDET. 

A.  S.  Hunt, 

Superintendent  of  Education. 
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lIiNKLE  Condon,  Inspector. 

Sir, — 111  Jaimarv  1S7;{  I  entered  upon  the  duties  of  mv  oftic-o, 
and  in  this  my  iirsl  llep<jrt,  Ix^g  to  lay  before  you  llie  results  of 
my  experience; 

Al'ter  spending  a  niontli  making  myself  arquaintiVi  with  thej 
teachers,  the  pre\ ailing  methods  of  instrucliim  and  tlu^  various 
educational  conditions  jxHuliar  to  the  City  of  Halifax,  1  ])r(K'eeded 
to  make  a  lour  ot  the  County,  in  order  to  understand  the  l(K^ation 
of  t lie  Sections,  nole  the  coiiditiiirof  the  fSfhool  houses,  and  be- 
come conver.siint  with  tln'  genera!  aspect  of  school  alluirs. 

During  the  Summer  Term  I  made  minute*  and  careful  inspec*- 
tion  of  the  Schools  in  the  Count  v  and  Citv. 

*  • 

Outside  of  Dartmouth,  while  some  sections  have  good  school- 
houses,  well  U(^pt,  still,  t(K)  many  are  far  from  being  in  that  state 
of  neatness  and  repair,  so  essential  to  the  comn>ri  of  both  teachers 
and  children  :  and  indeed,  so  blind  to  their  own  interests  are 
some  sections,  that  rjven  th(»  outlay  of  a  few  dollars  is  ofien  be- 
grudged, and  many  a  Iioum^  which  might  Ix*  made  comfortable 
merely  by  the  use  of  a  little  lime  and  a  good  cleaning,  ih  allowed 
to  remain  in  a  condition  which  is  anvthing  but  criulitable.  A  cou- 
aiderable  inunber  still  remain  unliuished  and  shew  unmistakable 
traces  of  neglect  and  iiidiftbreiice,  nor  s^hould  thi^  plea  of  poverty- 
be  accepted  as  an  excuse,  for  in  two  of  tlie  poorest  sections  in 
the  County  the  houses  are  in  a  most  satisfactory  state.  In  one 
instance  I  found  the  house  neither  plastered  nor  ceiled,  nor  even 
banked,  although  exposed  to  the  bleak  winds  of  the  Atlautic.  Tho 
teacher  and  children  were  shivering  with  cold  and  so  uncomforta- 
ble that  it  WHS  imprudent  to  proceed  with  the  work  of  the  schooL 

The  black-board,  which  in  our  schools  is  so  indispen- 
rfbly  requisite,  are,  in  many  sections,  either  altogether  wanting  or 
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in  80  bad  a  condition  an  to  be  useless.  Notwithstanding  this  &eti 
Hali&7  County  gives  an  average  of  64  square  feet  in  the  Statistidl 
Tables.  I  have  endeavoured  to  urge  upon  Trustees,  not  only  tlie 
necessity  but  the  actual  economy  of  repairing  and  cle&ning  their 
houses  and  renewing  the  black-boards  at  least  once  a  year.  Would 
it  not  be  well  for  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  to  set  apart 
a  day  for  these  special  lustrations? 

• 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  statA  that  arrangements  have  been 
made  for  the  completion  of  five  hitherto  unfinished  School-houses 
and  the  erection  of  six  new  ones  for  1874 — three  of  these  will  be 
large  and  commodious.     Thus  much  for  externals. 

I  have  never  so  thoroughly  realized   the   force   of  the  axiom, 
;•'  The  Teacher  makes  tbe   School"  as  in  the   past   year.     I   have 
been  delighted  to  find  what  excellent  work  a  faithful  and  enthusi- 
•astic  teacher  will   perfonn   under   very  disadvantageous   circum- 
stanc^^s,  in  a  small,  inconvenient  room,  with   few  appliances  and  , 
without  the   stimulus  of    an  adequate   remuneration.     One  such 
case  was  marked  with  a  special  vote  of  approbation  by  the  Board 
of  Commissioners  for  the  "  District  of  Western  Halifax.'*     Bless- 
ings on  those  faithfal  workers  in  obscure  places.     Their  diligence 
and  zeal   extort  admiration,   but  heroic   souls  are  scarce  and  the 
compensation  is  often  so  small  that  only  young  and  inexperienced 
teachers  can  afford  to  give  their  time  to  these  sections ;  and  I  am 
sorry  to  be  obliged  to  report  that  in  several  instances  there  has 
been  an  evident  disposition  to  take  advantage  of  the  ignorance  and 
credulity  of  the  people.     One  which  I  reported  to  the  Board  waa 
that  of  a  teacher,  dilatory  and   unfaithful,  teaching  according  to 
her    o\\ii    she\^ing,    only    four    hours    a    day,    and    persisting 
in    this,  contrary  to    the    wishes    of   the    Trustees.      Another 
reported  to  the  same  Board   was   that  of  a  young  man  engaged 
in  one  of  our  best  sections,  within  ten  miles  of  Halifax,  so  negli- 
gent that  although   he  had   classes  in  Geometry  and   Algebifty 
these  same  pupils  were   ignorant  of  the  very  first   principles  of 
Arithmetic,  and  sadly  deficient  in  reading  and  spelling.     If  this 
teacher  had  exercised  the  same  ingenuity  to  secure  a  well  conduct- 
ed and  efficient  school,  that  he  did  in  trving  to  deceive  the  public, 
his  labors  would  have  been  creditable  to  himself  and  a  boon  to  the 
children.    But  the  most  unpardonable  case  presented  to  the  Board 
was  that  of  an  experienced  male  teacher,  charged  \i  ith  grave  moiml 
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deHxiquency,  whose  license  was  cancelled  by  the  unanimous  Tote 
of  the  Board,  who  thereupon  passed  the  following  resolution  which, 
I  know,  will  meet  with  your  hearty  approval : — "  Whereas, 
ibis  board  is  aware  of  the  short  and  uncertain  periods  of  time 
doling  which  the  children  in  many  of  our  Country  Schools  can 
avail  themselves  of  instruction,  and  feeling  it  to  be  a  matter  of 
the  greatest  importance  that  a  diligent  and  fidthful  use  should  be 
xnade  of  the  limited  time  at  their  disposal;  Resolved^  That  if  on 
tiie  report  of  the  Inspector,  any  school  be  found  in  a  backward  or 
unpromising  condition,  through  lack  of  diligence  or  efficiency  on 
the  part  of  the  teacher,  this  board  will  be  prepared  to  curtail  or 
withhold  the  Provincial  Grant,  as  directed  by  Law. 

A  glance  at  the  tables  will  show  a  gradual  decrease  in  the  num- 
ber of  schools  in  Halifax  County  during  the  last  two  years.  ^I 
think,  however,  that  in  the  present  year  we  may  calculate  on  an 
improvement  in  tliifi  respect. 

I  am  obliged,  in  common  with  other  Inspectors,  to  complain  of 
the  irregularity  of  attendance  as  evidenced  by  the  disparity  be- 
tween the  numbers  on  the  registers  and  the  average,  and  this 
even  in  sections  where  there  is  considerable  general  interest  in 
education. 

For  example,  I  visited  in  September  last  several  schools  repre- 
sented by  the  following  numbers  : 


stered. 

5G 

Present . . . 

...16 

37 

...  3 

30 

...17 

62 

...12 

52 

...22 

70 

...26 

Nearly  half  of  those  absent  were  under  ten  years  of  age. 

It  is  in  vain  for  us  to  look  for  the  general  dissemination  of 
knowledge  so  long  as  this  state  of  things  continues.  Great  as 
are  the  perplexities  which,  in  this  country,  surround  the  question 
of  compulsory  education  ;  many  as  are  the  conflicting  interests  to 
be  adjusted  and  strong  as  are  the  prejudices  to  be  overcome,  we 
must  resolutely  &ce  the  difficulty.     If  it  be  proper  for  a  Govern- 
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ment  to  interfere  in  the  matter  of  education  at  all,  it  is  certainly 
desirable  that  their  interference  should  extend  far  enough  to  ren- 
der all  former  action,  on  their  part,  productive  of  the  greatest 
possible  beneiit.  Consider  how  blind  to  the  true  interests  of 
their  children  many  well-meaning  parents  are  rendered  b\'  lack  of 
intelligence.  Think  how,  in  the  stern  hand-to-hand  fight  with 
poverty,  they  put  oif  sending  their  children  to  school,  frittering 
away  their  precious  time  in  desultory  employment.  Think  too  of 
the  careless  and  indillerent  persons  w  ho,  having  charge  of  orphans 
and  other  unprotected  children,  consign  to  hopeless  ipiorauce 
many  a  bright  and  clever  child,  who,  if  compuls*ory  attendance 
were  enforced,  might,  liiiviiig  taken  the  lirst  step,  rise  to  till  a 
position  whore  his  educated  intelligence  might  perhaps  enable 
him  to  develope  some  industrial  pursuit,  which  would  pi^rmanent- 
Iv  enrich  his  native  huul.  Our  countrv  is  rich  in  natural  re- 
sourof  s,  abouuJing  with  raw  malerial,  our  people  for  stamina  and 
intellectual  vigour  stand  in  the  front  rank ;  and  v,*e  only  require 
that  development  of  the  brain-pov.er  of  our  tountry  Miiich  will 
inevitably  result  from  the  diffusion  of  Common  fcli-hool  education. 
I  have  conversed  with  many  persons  upon  this  siibj(;ct,  and  even 
in  the  case  of  those  parents  whose  poverty  compels  them  to  avail 
themselves  of  their  children's  labour  at  an  early  period,  I  have 
never  found  one  who  did  not  willingly  admit  that  children  might 
as  well  be  in  school  until  the  age  of  10.  With  5  years  in  well- 
conducted  schools,  every  child  in  Nova  Scotia  would  be  able  to 
read  and  write  and  learn  sufficient  arithmetic  to  tmable  him  to 
protect  his  own  pecuniary  interests. 

* 

I  need  not  inform  you  that  the  people  of  Dartmouth  are  taking 
great  interest  in  their  schools.  This  is  manifested  by  their  order- 
ly arrangement  and  general  appearance  of  mental  activity,  and 
also  by  the  highly  respectable  course  of  study  which  they  have 
marked  out  and  are  endeavouring  to  pursue  in  a  very  judidous 
and  systematic  manner. 

Now  in  regard  to  the  schools  of  the  city,  although  some  are 
doing  good  work,  and  others  again  excel  in  particular  points,  I 
am  compelled  to  report  that,  on  the  whole,  they  are  not  occupjiog 
the  high  position  which  we  have  a  right  to  expect.  These  schools 
should  lead  the  van  of  educational  progress,  and  should  be  of  sudh 
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ezoeOeoie^  as  to  furnish  models  and  illustratdons  to  other  parts  of 
the  Froyince.  I  hare  reported  in  extenso  to  the  Board  of  Com- 
missioners, and  haTe  laid  before  them  indubitable  evidence  that 
there  is  something  radically  defective  in  the  present  management 
of  some  of  the  largest  graded  schools  in  Halifax.  I  have  carefully 
detailed  to  them  what  I  conceive  to  be  the  causes  of  failure,  and 
have  also  endeavoured  to  point  out  the  remedies  necessary  to 
bring  these  schools  into  a  flourishing  condition. 

And  now,  in  conclupion,  allow  me  most  strenuously  to  urge  the 
necessity  of  a  High  School  in  Halifax,  where  those  N\ho  have 
honourably  passc^l  through  the  Couimon  Scliools  may  receive  in- 
struction of  a  more  advanced  character,  aud  enter  upon  such  a 
curriculum  as  shall  equip  tlioiii  for  the  exi^^eucies  of  the  comiug 
age,  and  enable  them  by  an  intelligent  discharge  of  all  the  duties 
of  citizenship,  u  hundredfold  lo  repay  the  expenses  of  a  thorough 
High  Si-hool  course.  Such  an  instil utiou  would  prove  a  great 
incentive  to  diUigence,  aud  is  a  nalural  outgrowth  and  culmination 
of  our  Public  .School  svsteni. 

I  am  happy  to  know  that  tjie  establishment  of  such  a  school  in 
HaK&x  has  already  commended  itself  to  your  judgment  and  will 
receive  your  hearty  support. 

I  cannot  close  without  expressing  my  thanks  for  the  courteous 
and  kindly  consideratit)n  1  havi?  I'eceived  at  your  hands,  and 
acknowledging  the  material  assistance  which  you  have  rendered 
me  in  the  prosecution  of  my  new  duties. 

Eespect  fully, 

HIXKLE  CONDON. 

A.  S.  HuifT, 

Superintendent  of  Education. 


■•«■ 
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HANTS  COUNTY. 

E.  E.   Fhilf,  Inspector. 

Sir, — In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  law,  I  re- 
spectfully submit  for  your  consideration  my  Second  Annual  Be- 
port  on  the  condition  of  the  Public  Schools  in  Hants  County  fi>r 
the  year  ending  October  31st,  1873. 

There  has  been  one  new  section  created  during  the  present 
school  year,  but  the  previously  existing  number  has  not  been 
increased  thereby.  The  Board  of  Commissioners  for  the  district 
of  West  Hants,  at  the  semi-annual  meeting  in  May  of  1872,  alter- 
ed the  boundaries  of  several  sections,  and  changed  the  name  of 
Greenhill  Section  No.  30,  to  that  of  Ashdale  No.  30.  From 
information  subsequently  received,  the  Board  were  of  the  opinion 
that  the  interests  of  Education  would  be  best  promoted,  for  the 
present  at  least,  by  the  restoration  of  the  former  boundaries* 
Accordingly,  at  the  semi-annual  meeting  of  May  last,  it  was 
unanimously  voted  that  the  boundaries  of  "Woodville,  Ardoise  and 
Hillsdale  he  as  they  existed  prior  to  May  Ist,  1872,  and  that  a 
new  section  be  created,  to  be  known  as  the  Greenhill  School 
Section  No.  30. 

The  number  of  Departments  in  operation  during  the  year  wis 
177,  being  an  increase  of  6  over  the  year  of  1872.  The  number 
of  sections  in  which  there  was  no  school  for  the  whole  year  wis 
six,  a  decrease  of  one  over  the  preceding  year.  During  the  two 
years  of  my  Inspectorship  all  the  sections  have  been  in  operation 
with  the  exception  of  two— East  Uuiacke  and  Balnan.  East 
Uniacke  has  no  school-house,  and  only  once,  since  it  was  created 
a  school  section,  has  there  been  a  school  there,  and  then  only  for 
part  of  a  term.  The  school-house  in  Balnan  Section  was  con- 
demned by  the  Board  of  Commissioners  for  East  Hants  at  the 
semi-annual  meeting  in  May  of  1872.  As  there  has  been  no 
eflbrt  made  since  either  to  repair  the  existing  house  or  build  a 
new  one,  the  section,  as  a  consequence,  has  been  without  a  sdiooL 


« 
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Hie  teachers  employed,  in  respect  to  grade,  sex  and  number  are 
at  follows: 

B.    C.    D.     £.     Males.  Females.  Total. 

Winter  Term 18    35    22      5        36  45  80 

Summer  Term 18    36    30    12        81  65  96 

No.  of  assistants — ^Winter  3  ;  Summer  4. 

School-houges. — A  very  neat  school-house,  adapted  to  the  wants 
of  the  section,  was  built  by  subscription  in  Brooklyn  during  the 
past  summer.  The  rate-payers  of  an  isolatAd  section  named  Mill 
Brook,  bordering  on  Lunenburg  County,  have  erected  and  finished 
the  outside  of  a  school-house  that  really  does  them  credit.  They 
had  their  first  school  this  summer,  and  the  progress  of  the  pupils 
in  the  different  branches  taught  w-as  very  commendable.  Glencoe, 
also  an  isolated  section,  so  far  completed  a  bouse  as  to  allow  of  a 
school  being  taught  in  it  during  the  past  term.  The  school-house 
of  Moose  Brook  No.  87  was  removed  to  a  more  central  place  in 
the  section  and  put  through  a  thorough  repair.  The  old-fashioned 
long  benches  and  high  desks  were  removed,  and  new  seats  and 
desks  procured  for  the  comfort  of  the  pupils.  The  school-house 
at  Noel  was  also  repaired,  and  new  seats  and  desks  of  the  Dawson 
atyle  introduced.  Other  sections  have  made  arrangements  for 
the  completing  or  repairing  of  existing  school-houses,  and  some 
for  the  erection  of  new  ones.  Facts  like  these  speak  for  them- 
selves. They  afford  unmistakable  evidence  that  the  people  are 
alive  to  the  necessity  and  importance  of  securing  for  the  children 
the  advantages  provided  by  our  superior  school  law. 

Attendance. — The  number  of  pupils  registered  in  the  Winter 
Term  was  4,048,  and  the  grand  total  days  attendance  made  by 
these  218,671.  The  attendance  would  doubtless  have  been 
greater  but  for '  sickness.  The  Board  of  Health  for  Avondale 
closed  the  schools  in  that  section  for  the  space  of  sixteen  autho- 
riaed  teaching  days,  and  the  Board  for  Scotch  Village  closed  the 
school  in  that  section  for  the  period  of  fourteen  teaching  days  on 
account  of  small  pox  being  in  those  sections.  In  a  number  of 
other  sections  the  scarlet  fever  prevailed  to  such  an  extent  that 
the  schools  were  closed  for  days  in  succession,  in  some  instances 
tar  weeks.    The  Summer  Term  was  not  materially  interrupted 
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bj  sickness,  yet  the  attendance  was  very  irregular.  The  berriei 
seem  to  possess  a  &scination  which  parents  and  children  appear 
powerless  to  resist.  If,  by  some  means,  parents  could  be  brought 
to  realize  the  value  of  the  period  of  youth  as  affording  the  best 
season,  we  might  say  the  only  season,  for  securing  an  education, 
they  would  not  be  so  prodigal  of  their  (rhildren\s  time.  The  num- 
ber of  pupils  registered,  4,G43,  and  the  grand  total  days  attend- 
ance, 258,292. 

Brniichcs  taught. — The  progress  whioli  the  pupils  are  making  in 
penmanship,  and  llie  noatness  with  whidi  the  copy  books  are 
kept,  is  deserving  of  special  moiitioii.  ^Eore  attention  is  roijuired 
to  the  position  of  the  pupil  while  wrilliig,  and  the  way  in  which 
the  pen  is  held.  There  were  not  so  nifiny  giving  attention  to  the 
principles  of  book-keeping  Jis  I  would  liked  to  have  seen,  since  a 
knowledge  of  this  brtmch  of  sehuol  wcrk  i^  as  e>!sential  to  the 
nmrmer,  the  fanner  iind  th(>  nn'ciKinic,  n*;  it  i**  to  the  morehant, 
but  those  V. ho  we^v  devoting  a  portion  of  their  tinio  to  it  gave 
evidence  tliat  they  undtU'stood  the  principles  a^  far  as  they  had 
gone.  ^Jlie  Geography  of  the  Province  is  tauglit  in  all  the  schools, 
and  the  pupils  answer  very  ri\idily  questions  upon  its  situation, 
sizes  shape,  its  mountains,  hills  and  coast  waters,  its  productions, 
natural  and  industrial.  In  the  more  advanced  schools  it  would 
have  been  more  satisfactory  if  a  mastery  of  physical  treography  had 
been  made  the  basis  for  a  knowledge  of  politii-al  geography.  3Iap 
drawing  is  very  gonenilly  attend«Hl  to,  and  some  of  the  si^cimens 
submitted  to  my  inspection  deserved  praise  for  their  correctness. 
Singing  forms  part,  of  the  exerci<^s  in  nearly  all  the  schools,  and 
in  many  the  pieces  were  simg  witli  good  taste  and  attention  to 
time. 

Though  the  work  in  our  Public  Schools  may,  in  many  respects, 
be  imperfect,  they  are  neverthcjless  quietly  accomplishing  a  great 
work,  a  work  that  immeasurably  overbalances  the  i)ecuniary  out- 
lay. If  the  opinion  is  correct  that  the  first  eight  or  ten  years  of 
our  existence  are  the  fbimdation  of  the  whole  after  life,  baffling 
all  later  attempts  to  essentially  change  \vSdB  course,  how  important 
is  it  to  see  that  those  who  \iill  shortly  shape  and  control  the 
administration  of  business  in  every  department  of  our  fiur  Pro- 
vince be  trained  in  intelligence,  well  indoctrinated  with  the  carcE- 
nal  Tirtnes  of  punctuality,   regularity,  order,  tsmperanoe  and 
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obedience  to  law.  Let  it  be  the  aim  then  of  all  to  increase  the 
efBciency  of  our  Public  Schools,  in  the  full  assurance  that  no  in- 
strumentality can  be  devised  that  ^vill  so  effectually  diminish 
crime,  and  promote  virtue,  iutelligence  and  happiness. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

E.  R.  PHILP. 
A.  S.  Hunt, 

Superintendent  of  Education. 


(QUEENS    COUNTY. 

CnAKLEs  Duff,  Inspector. 

Sir, — It  becomes  ou'  o  -.nore  my  duty  to  report  the  work  of 
another  educational  yt^ir.  It  will  ]x»  porceived  by  reference  to  the 
statistical  tables  hennvith  furnished  that  a  very  large  percentage  of 
the  teachers  employed  during  the  i)ast  year  are  lirst  class  teachers- 
In  proportion  to  the  whole  number  employed,  very  few  are  of  the 
lower  grade.  We  have  likewise  had  but  few  changes  ;  four  new 
teachers  in  the  winter  and  inght  in  the  snniiner  t<.»rin  were  added 
to  our  stafi',  and  the  principle  teachers  in  all  our  leading  sections 
are  men  of  standing  and  position  in  this  Province. 

During  the  past  year  Brooklyn  and  J5<?ach  Meadows  have  com- 
pleted their  School-houses ;  and  in  tlie  former  section  two  first 
class  teachers  are  now  successfully  engaged  in  their  work.  Port 
Mouton  Island  aud  Great  1  sland  are  also  engaged  in  building, 
but  they  experience  great  difficulty  in  their  work  and  should  have 
some  outside  help.  Morse  Harbor  is  in  chronic  trouble  ;  the 
majority  seem  to  successfuly  stand  in  the  way  of  both  school  and 
school-house,  by  persistently  refusing  to  vote  funds  for  either  the 
one  or  the  other. 

The  severe  and  unparalleled  commercial  crisis  in  this  County, 
10  might  be  expected,  has  had  its  influence  upon  the  schools  as 
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well  as  upon  other  instdtutioiis  dependent  upon  the  wealth  and 
prosperity  of  the  people  for  their  successful  promotion. 

The  supplementary  returns  has  brought  out  some  int-eresting 
&cts  with  reference  to  sectional  taxation.  A  glance  at  it  will 
shew  that  some  of  the  least  populous  and  wealthy  sections 
are  taxed  the  highest.  Port  Jollie  was  taxed  last  year  11  cents  on 
the  dollar,  and  "Wellington,  No.  1,  North  Queens,  22.  Both  are 
poor  and  scattered  sections.  On  the  other  hand.  Western  Cale- 
donia was  taxed  only  2  cents  on  the  dollar.  Wellington,  it  is  true, 
has  taxed  itself  for  a  new  school-house;  but  Port  Jollie  and  West- 
em  Caledonia  represent  the  extremes  of  sectional  taxation  for  the 
carrying  on  of  ordinary  school  purposes,  >vithout  reference  to 
taxation  for  school-houses  or  land. 

I  have  found  not  a  little  difHculty  in  making  out  the  stati8tii*al 
table,  o\iing  to  the  deficiencies  in  the  B  fietunis.  The  large 
majority  of  trustees,  unaided  by  the  teachers,  seem  to  make  grave 
omissions,  and  the  work  of  the  Inspector  is  greatly  impeded  by  the 
necessity  of  shewing  the  trustees  of  many  outlying  sections  the 
simplest  matters  of  duty. 

With  this  report,  I  regret  in  many  respects,  that  1  am  compelled 
to  forward  my  resignation  of  the  Inspectorship  of  the  Schools  of 
this  County.  My  health,  pastoral  and  domestic  duties  alike,  make 
this  demand  upon  mo.  You  will  therefore,  allow  me  here  to 
acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to  yourself  personally,  to  the  Council 
of  Public  Instruction,  and  to  the  many  friends  of  Education  through- 
out Queens  County,  through  whose  consideration  and  fheudship 
I  have  been  so  often  cheered  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties  for  the 
past  three  and  a  lialf  years.  And  my  hope  is,  that  my  successor, 
whoever  he  may  be,  will  be  able  to  devote  himself  with  more  un- 
divided attention  to  the  great  work,  than  it  has,  at  any  time,  been 
in  my  power  to  do. 

Eespectfully  yours, 

CHABLES    DUFF. 

A.  S.  Hxnrr, 

Superintendent  of  Education. 
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HICHMOND    COUNTY. 

B.  Benoit,   Inspector. 

8iB, — ^I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Beport  of  tbe 
schools  and  state  of  education  in  tbe  County  of  Bichmond 
for  the  year  ended  Oct.  31st,  1873. 

The  present  year  has  not  been  remarkable  for  any  notice- 
able change  in  our  educational  condition,  which,  on  the 
whole,  may  be  considered  satisfactory. 

There  were  schools  in  operation  in  every  section  but  four 
daring  some  portion  of  the  year,  having  55  departments  in 
the  Winter,  and  61  in  the  Summer  Term.  This  is  a  slight 
inorease  over  the  preceding  year. 

The  teachers  employed  are  classified  as  in  the  annexed 
table: 

A.    B.    C.    D.    E.    Male.    Female.  Total. 
Winter  Term... .1      8     20    13    13      30  25  55 

Summer  Term... 1    13    18    11     18      30  81  61 

As  will  be  perceived,  13  male  1st  class  teachers  were  em- 
ployed in  the  Summer  Term,  being  a  considerable  increase 
when  compared  to  the  number  in  the  winter,  as  well  as  to 
that  of  any  previous  term,  it  being  the  largest  number  we 
have  ever  had  any  one  term.  The  fact  is  an  encouraging 
one ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  a  few  years  hence  only 
Ist  and  2nd  class  teachers  shall  be  employed,  as  general 
efficiency  will  not  be  secured  without  this  important  change. 
I  may  state,  however,  in  this  connection,  that  a  few  of  our 
present  Ist  and  2nd  class  teachers  are  not  what  the  parch- 
ment they  hold  represents  them  to  be. 

The  attendance  in  our  schools  has  been  a  fair  average 
when  compared  to  past  years.    There  were  registered  in 
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the  winter  term  2312  pupils,  making  a  grand  total  days' 
attendance  of  136,540,  and  2896  pupils  in  the  summer,  mak- 
ing a  total  days'  attendance  of  171,742.  These  figures  will 
be  found  to  be  considerably  less  than  those  of  1870,  the  year 
in  which  the  attendance  was  the  largest ;  but  notwithstand- 
ing this  apparent  decrease  the  attendance  I  believe  has  been 
as  good  this  year,  lor  I  have  reason  to  know  that  Returns 
are  now  more  correctly  and  faithfully  made  than  then. 
During  my  last  visitation  I  have  yet  seen,  1  must  say,  a  few 
Registers  tnat  appeared  suspicious ;  but  those  who  are 
guilty  of  keeping  such  Registers  and  making  exaggerated 
Returns  accordingly,  had  hotter  see  to  it  at  once,  for  their 
culpability  may  be  brought  to  light  sooner  than  they 
suspect.  I  wish  it  to  bo  understood,  however,  that  very  few 
Registers  indeed  excited  m}'  suspicion  on  the  score  of  false 
registration. 

Among  the  several  amendments  to  the  School  Law  passed 
last  session  of  Parliament,  the  one  recited  by  the  60th  Sect., 
above  all  others,  meets  with  my  most  hearty  approval,  and 
will  be  hailed  generally  as  a  great  desideratum  supplied.  It 
is  well  calculated  to  give  a  great  impetus  to  the  progress  of 
our  schools,  for  if  there  has  been  heretofore  an  impediment 
to  real  progress  greater  than  any  other,  it  is  unquestionably 
the  want  of  proper  support.  Rate-payers,  in  a  majority  of 
cases,  refuse  to  make  the  necessary  provisions  for  the  main- 
tenance of  an  efficient  school  in  their  respective  sections, 
and  the  sad  results  of  this  culpable  inditterencc  and  penuri- 
ousncss  are  everywhere  manifest.  But  now  trustees  can 
remedy  this  evil.  Under  this  provision  of  the  Law  we  have 
almost  a  guarantee,  if  trustees  will  only  perform  tbeir  duty, 
that  an  efficient  school  will  be  established  in  every  section. 
Let  trustees  therefore  be  alive  to  their  duties. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

R.  BENOIT. 

A.  S.  Hunt, 

Superintendent  of  Education. 
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DIGBY  COUNTY. 

JoHK  Ambsosb,  Inspector. 

You  will  receive  \\'ith  this  the  Eeturus  and  Sutistioal  Tables 
of  the  schools  in  the  District  of  Digby  for  the  year  ending  Oct. 
Slat,  1873.  The  Statistical  Tables  have  cost  a  very  great  deal  of 
laboar,  partially  owing  to  the  blundering  and  exceedingly  unre- 
liable BetuTDH  B  which  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  nections 
sent  in.  The  law  provides  a  remedy  for  this,  but  one  liesitates  to 
apply  it  where  so  generally  the  iimocent  would  suffer  with  the 
guilty.  1  used  it  in  some  measure,  however,  for  a  check — a 
salutary  hint — as  to  the  danger  in(»iirred  by  careless  or  fraudulent 
trustees  or  teachers,  by  ^nthholding  the  public  monies  until 
SBtisiactory  explanations  wore  given, — (another  reason  of  delay.) 
After  aUy  1  was  obliged  to  amend  a  good  many  of  the  trustees* 
calculations,  as  you  will  see  by  my  appended  initials,  and  also  to 
supply  information  which  they  had  neglectexi  to  give. 

Some  may  be  excused  on  the  plea  of  ignorance,  but  covetous* 
ness  I  fear  has  been  the  cause  in  a  few  erases.  A  female  tea<*her, 
last  \iTuter  term,  set  forth  in  Iier  athda^it  that  she  held  a  second 
class  license,  and  was  paid  accorduigly.  During  the  summer 
term  I  ascertained  that  she  held  no  licc^nse  at  all,  and  strongly 
remonstrated  with  her  and  the  trustees  who  had  signed  her  He- 
turn.  Ignorance  was  her  plea,  and  as  there  ^^•Jls  a  bare  possibility 
that  she  had  mistaken  a  memo,  from  the  Education  Othin^  of  her 
inability  to  pass  t!»e  tests  for  tlic  LI.,  division  of  (imdc  E  for  a 
II-  class  license, — for  this  mistake  was  also  pleaded  by  another 
female  teacher.  But  her  verv  next  Return  showed  surh  a  mar- 
vellously  large  grand  total  that  I  went  to  the  section,  examined 
the  Eegister,  and  found  she  had  not  only  taught  on  unauthorised 
days  but  had  added  to  the  actual  daily  attendance  of  tiie  pupils, 
in  all  the  larger  numbers.  She  made  the  usual  a^  davit  to  the 
Seturn,  in  this  shape,  and  the  trustees  had  duly  signed  it.  Here 
th#  legal  remedy  was  clearly  demanded  from  the  Board  of  Coopi- 
missioners,  and  it  was  applied,  as  a  warning  to  others. 
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In  another  ease  a  male  teacher  was  desirous  of  obtaining  tts 
Gotemment  grant  for  Grade  G  whilst  he  held  Grade  D,  hot  be- 
fore he  was  paid  I  discovered  the  true  state  of  the  case,  and 
justice  was  done  him.  Two  or  three  other  teachers — ^females — 
of  Ghrade  E  made  such  nustakes  in  their  Betums  as  would,  if 
undiscorered,  have  increased  their  salaries,  and  the  trustees  had 
also  signed  their  Betums.  But  all  thej  gained  was  so  emphatic 
a  warning  as  I  hope  may  convince  them  that  in  future  it  will  be 
safer  to  be  carefbl. 

There  were  several  other  cases  in  which  it  was  neceesarj  to 
reduce  the  grand  totals  before  the  division  of  the  County  monejr 
could  be  made  with  any  chance  of  justice, — but  experience  has 
made  me  cautious  and  watchful,  and  no  gain,  I  trust,  has  besn 
made  by  our  covetous  friends. 

I  mention  the  foregoing  as  a  still  further  veaming  to  any  who 
in  this  district  may  at  any  future  time  send  inaccurate  Betums, 
and  indeed  I  am  not  sure  but  that  a  case  of  palpable  fraud  would 
be  best  met — ^not  merely  by  partial  or  total  loss  of  the  gnmts,  but 
also  by  publication  of  the  names  of  the  parties  concerned  in  the 
Inspectors'  Annual  Beport. 

'  Every  year*s  experience  convinces  me  more  and  more  of  the 
&lse  economy  of  employing  teachers  of  the.  lowest  grade  in  the 
schools.  There  are,  it  is  true,  a  few  who  are  doing  really  good 
work,  but  these  can  at  least  spell  well,  and  fail  to  obtain  hi^ier 
grades  through  lack  of  a  knowledge  of  algebra.  But  the  ordinary 
**  cheap''  teacher  is  worse  than  none,  for  such  persons  not  onfy 
lay  wrong  foundations  but  are  gradually  but  surely  pushing  com- 
petent male  or  female  teachers  out  of  the  field — especially  the 
former.  These  cheap  people  virill  teach  for  the  Provincial  and 
Cbunty  money — or  a  mere  trifle  over  this,  and  selfish  and  short- 
sighted rate-payers  love  to  have  it  so,  and  force  wiser  and  more 
public-spirited  men  to  compromise  the  business  of  the  annual 
school  meeting  by  submitting  to  a  starvation  money-vote  or  none 
at  alL  And  thus  it  happens  that  year  by  year  male  teadiera  of 
ability  and  self-respect,  being  obliged  to  give  up  their  sdioob  to 
linnales  during  the  summer,  leave  the  proibssion  ftr  otiier  move 
steady  and  lucrative  employment.    Perhaps  the  new  sjitem  of 
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boniUM  to  tettdien  of  Ghradet  A  or  B  of  fire  jear^s  standing  maj 
iviork  a  talntaiy  changd  ia  tUf  xaspeot,  and  it  might  havo  a  fiirthar 
gDodroflbot  if  mala  taacfaeia  iM^d  tboaa  of  pravmi  effUmifg  wwn 
diacriminatelj  rewarded* 

We  hare  leTeral  good  male  and  female  teachers  in  this  district 
who  aro  making  their  mark — ^and  a  good  one — on  the  rising 
gsoenitlon.    Not  onlj  knowledge  l^t  ^  manners  make  the  man.^ 

A  new  school-house,  suited  to  the  section,  was  completed  in 
October  at  VVejmouth  Mills,  No.  16  (A^,  but  was  burnt  down 
shortly  afterwards— evidently  by  some  evil-disposed  person  or 
persons.  Arrangements  are  now,  I  believe,  in  progress  for  build- 
ing suitable  school-houses  at  Smith's  Cove  and  Morshalltown.  A 
new  and  commodious  school-house  was  erected  at  Westport  dur- 
ing the  summer,  and  is  now  occupied.  Two  new  rooms  are  to  be 
added  to  the  Digby  Academy  before  the  end  of  the  present  half 
year.  The  trustees  of  this  Seminary  have  lately  inaugurated  a 
regular  system  of  weekly  visits  to  all  the  departments,  which  will 
be  a  vast  improvement  on  former  custom,  and,  it*  kept  up,  will  no 
doubt  be  attended  with  good  effects.  The  visiting  list  on  the 
school  register  is  a.  pretty  good  test  of  the  interest  felt  in  edu- 
cation in  any  section,  and  without  a  general  interest  tbe  **  cheap- 
and-nasty"  or  no  system  will  prevail. 

Finding  spelling  and  writing  as  well  as  composition  rather  be- 
hindhand in  many  of  our  schools,  I  have  been  stimulating  these 
studies,  and  already  find  much  improvement.  The  art  of  holding 
the  pen  properly  is  becoming  better  known. 

A  good  deal  of  time  is  lost  in  some  of  the  schools  by  a  too 
great  multiplicity  of  reading  classes.  I  am  endeavouring  to 
remedy  this,  and  might  perhaps  find  it  easier  to  do  so  if  we  Lad 
not  such  a  plathora  of  reading  books  on  our  prescribed  list. 
Whilst  upon  the  subject  of  our  official  list  of  books,  I  may  be 
allowed  to  oflfer  a  word  in  commendation  of  Mr.  McCabe's  Gram- 
mar,— so  short  and  yet  so  fuU  and  clear,  and  not  disfigured,  like 
Lennie*s  Grammar,  with  passages  from  Holy  Scripture  distorted 
in  order  to  serve  as  examples  of  false  syntax. 

The  binding  of  the  present  school  series  is — generally  speaking 
-—io  defective  that  parents  are  continually  complaining  of  the 
utter  waste  of  books  in  our  aohooli* 


■■^^^Mi&^H-a-^^HMi 


68  XDUCATIOy — INSPSOTORS'    KXPORT8. 

A  want  of  maps  aod  school  reqniftitefl  still  exists,  bat  I  am  in 
hopes  I  maj  soon  be  able  to  lepbrta  better  state  of  things  in  tUi 
respect. 

I  am  striving  as  far  as  possible  to  discourage  the  evil  and  short- 
sighted policy  of  some  sections  of  reducing  to  a  miniinnin  the 
local  tax.     But  this  will  require  time. 

I  remain, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  AMBROSE. 
A.  S.  Hunt, 

Superintendent  of  Eductition. 


YARMOUTH  COUNTY. 

(t.     J.     Fabish,     Inspector. 

Sia, — I  much  regret  that  in  this  my  ninth  report  of  the  schools 
of  this  County  I  cannot  furnish  proof  of  the  steady  progress  winch 
it  has  hitherto  been  niv  favoured  lot  to  announce. 

Several  causes  may  be  brought  forward  to  account  for  this.  Li 
the  first  place,  nearly  every  section  has  been  already  fiurnished 
\ntli  school-houses.  (G4  out  of  GS):  and  nearly  every  one 
organized,  (GG  out  of  (JS);  and  in  every  section  except  5  there  has, 
at  some  time  or  other  siuce  the  passing  of  the  new  act  in  ISCA, 
been  a  school   established.     Under  this   condition  of  ai£iirs  the 

I 

only  advance  in  school  matters  which  we  can  now  reasonably  ex- 
pect is,  that  the  increase  will  be  commensurate  with  the  natunJ 
Increase  of  the  populatiou.  In  the  second  place,  the  sudden  out- 
break of  small-pox  last  winter  in  various  parts  of  the  "county  put, 
n  many  cases,  an  entire  stop  to  school  attendance.  Forty-seven 
schools  were  closed  by  authority  for  ^S"  weekrf,  and  others  for  4,  5 
and  6  weeks.    From  this  cause  alone  there  was  a  loss  for  the 
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Winter  term  of  nearlj  20  thousand  dajs'  attendance ;  and  man j  of 
tkb  fopiiB  then  left  who  nerer  returned  to  their  studies.  Indeed 
the  wkole  sdiool  sTstem  was  in  seyeral  sections  entuelj  broken 
up.  Another  cause  is  the  inereasing  irregukrity  in  the  attend- 
ance of  the  pupils,  which  calls  loudly  for  a  compulsory  clause  in 
tiie  Act.  And  stiU  another  cause  may  be  found  in  the  difficulty 
of  obtaining  proper  teachers.  From  this  last  cause  alone  several 
schools  were  kept  closed,  thus  shutting  out  from  the  total  days' 
attendance  the  scholars  who  would  have  been  counted  as  being 
present  had  these  schools  been  so  supplied. 

This  deficiency  of  trained  teachers  acts  injuriously  in  another 
way.  The  trustees,  not  succeeding  in  obtaining  one  well  qualified, 
are  compelled  to  employ  another  maniiestly  unfit  for  the  position. 
By  this  means  a  low  grade  of  teachers  is  continued  on  the  list,  to 
the  injury  both  of  the  pupils  and  the  more  capable  members  of 
the  profession,  whose  salaries  are  kept  down  by  those  who  are 
willing  to  work  for  a  mere  pittance.  Were  the  remuneration 
increased,  a  larger  number  and  a  better  class  of  teachers  would 
enter  the  fi«^ld,  and  both  evils  would  be  remedied.  Those  holding 
third  class  and  permissive  licenses  are,  in  their  pla(*e8,  very  use- 
ful; for  some  of  the  poor  and  small  sections  in  remote  and 
secluded  loc*alities  could  not  otherwise  be  supplied ;  and  where 
there  has  never  before  been  a  schoolmaster  even  a  poor  one  is 
valuable  as  a  pioneer ;  but  in  the  more  populous  and  wealthy 
sections,  where  schools  have  been  established  for  years,  and  the 
pupils  are  considerably  advanced,  such  are  mere  drones  in  the  hive. 

Although  there  has  been  no  increase  iu  the  number  of  schools, 
teodiers,  or  days'  attendance,  over  that  of  the  previous  year,  the 
following  table  will  shew  that  in  the  important  matter  of  money 
we  have  not  fallen  behindhand : 

1872.  1873.   Increase. 

Value  of  books  and  apparatus 2256  2678  222 

Value  of  other  school  property 7278$  75710  2921 

Voted  for  building  school-houses 1730  1900  170 

Assessed  for  all  school  purposes 15429  17405  1970 

It  is  useless  again  to  complain  of  the  shortcomings  of  the  rate- 
payers  in  not  providing  a  still  krger  fund  for  tha  repairing  and 
f omiahing  of  the  8chool<4ioufi6a.    I  suppose  we  must  be  content 
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to  ykib  until  new  ideas  pretail  on  tliat  snlgect  and  pmnta 
to  the  necessitj  of  (>TOviding  for  their  children,  while  at  aehoolt 
as  comlbrtable  accommodation  as  thej  themselTes  aie  mijojmg  li 
home 

I  find  in  visiting  the  sections,  and  in  mj  frequent  interooorss 
with  the  people,  that  the  objections  to  the  school  act  are  dying 
out,  and  that  rate-pajers  look  upon  the  estaUishment  of  a  school 
in  each  section  more  as  a  matter  of  course  than  they  did  5  years 
ago.  The  question  raised  at  the  meeting  is  not  so  often  '*  Shall 
we  haye  a  School  ?  ^  as  *'  What  sum  shall  we  vote  for  the  school  f 
This,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  is  in  moHt  cases  altog<^ther  too  small  ior 
the  requirements  of  the  section  aud  for  the  ability  of  the  rate- 
payers. 

Every  school  except  5  was  visited  by  me  during  the  year.  In 
3  of  these  the  school  was  broken  up  by  the  illness  of  the  teacher 
before  my  visitation  tour  was  completed  ;  in  the  other  2  the 
drifted  roa<!s  prevented  my  reaching  them,  (each  20  miles  from 
home),  before  the  schools  closed.  The  distance  travelled  for  the 
purposes  of  inspection  during  the  year  was  1373  miles  ;  being  an 
average  of  ju^t  10  miles  for  each  school. 

I  found  the  registers  generally  well  kept  and  carefully  brought 
up  to  the  end  of  each  week.  In  some  few  cases  the  additions  and 
other  calculations  were  left  to  be  done  at  the  close  of  the  term 
when  the  returns  would  be  made  out,  a  very  bad  plan.  In  others 
the  page  for  deportment  and  general  progress  was  entirely  blank, 
the  teacher  foolishly  preferring  to  kf^p  his  own  record  in  his  own 
way  in  a  separate  book,  to  making  use  of  the  form  furnished  by 
the  Council  of  Public  In:«truction,  I  ascertained  by  the  "  records 
of  visitation''  that  In  23  cases  neither  trustee  nor  secretary  ever 
entered  the  school  during  the  whole  term.  This  is  a  great  evil, 
and  very  discouraging  to  the  teacher. 

The  books  used  are  in  every  case  those  prescribed  by  the  Coun- 
cil, but  great  complaint  is  made  of  the  paucity  of  reading  books, 
the  more  advanced  scholars  knowing  them  all  by  rote.  The 
greatest  want  is  felt  between  Nos.  4  and  6.  No.  5  is  on  scientifie 
subjects  and  not  fitted  to  teach  the  art  of  reading,  while  Ko.  6  if 
too  &r  advanced,  nearly  as  much  so  as  No.  7,    If  No.  6  were 
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•hogetfaer  diicarded  and  its  phoe  aapplied  with  iwo  oihfsn^ 
graded,  the  defect  now  so  much  felt  would  be  partiallj  remedied. 
Could  not  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  confer  so  trifling  a 
boon  as  that  upon  tiie  school-children  of  this  Province?  A  No.  8 
would  be  useful  for  the  higher  schools.  In  a  revision  of  these 
books,  so  much  needed,  all  those  grammatical  peculiarities  of 
certain  words  so  industriouslj  pointed  out  to  the  pupil  in  No.  2, 
and  so  perfectly  umintelligible  to  the  infimt  mind,  should  be  en- 
tirelj  swept  awaj,  and  some  simple  and  touching  narrative  intro- 
duced instead.  The  whole  book  is  prosy,  uninteresting  and  un- 
suited  to  its  object.  The  "Infent  Beader"  for  the  children  of 
this  Province  has  yet  to  be  written. 

The  new  G^eography  is  approved  of  by  teachers,  but  it  is  too 
expensive  to  be  genemlly  introduced  ;  not  one  half  of  the  schools 
are  able  to  obtain  it.  Greenleaf  and  Bullion  take  the  place  of  all 
others  in  their  several  departments.  The  N.  S.  Arithmetic  stands 
no  chance  with  the  former  and  is  now  seldom  met  with  ;  nor  do 
1  think  the  new  N.  8.  Grammar  can  ever  successfully  compete 
witii  Bullion's. 

It  is  useless  to  refer  to  the  continued  want  of  apparatus,  and 
to  point  out  the  defects  so  observable  in  the  mode  of  teaching 
pursued  in  many  of  the  schools.  This  has  been  done  again  and 
agun  by  myself  and  by  my  fellow  Inspectors.  Our  duty  is  to 
endeavour  to  reme<\y  these  crying  evils.  This  is  my  constant  * 
effi>rt,  and  I  hope  it  is  attended  with  some  success. 

Other  subjects  might  be  referred  to.  but  they  have  been  so 
often  and  so  strongly  dwelt  upon  by  me  already,  that  a  notice  of 
tiiem  would  be  but  repeating  the  old  story. 

I  have  the*  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

O.  J.  FARISH. 
A.  8.  HuMT, 

Superintendent  of  Education. 


/ 
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COLCHESTER    COUNTY. 

B.  B.  SiiiTH»  Ikspegtob. 

Sib, — I  beg  tx)  submit  for  jour  information  the  following  repori 
of  th^  present  condition  and  progress  of  education  in  this  coontj 
during  the  year  ended  Oct.  31,  1873.  j 

In  the  first  or  winter  term  the  number  of  sections  having  schoolB 
was  unusually  small.  This  was  chiefly  due  to  the  scarcity  of 
teachers  of  the  higher  grades,  particularly  Ist  class  male. 
Trustees  in  a  number{of  sections  preferred  husbanding  their  funds 
until  the  summer  season,  rather  than  expend  money  in  supporting 
schools  that  would  not  meet  the  requirements  of  the  sections  dur- 
ing the  winter  season.  The  number  of  pupils  registered  and  ths 
grand  total  attendance  was  also  much  less  than  the  previous 
winter  term.  During  the  summer  term,  however,  the  number  of 
sections  having  school,  the  number  of  pupils  registered,  and  the 
grand  total  attendance,  were  all  greater  than  during  the  two 
years  previous.  A  few  figures  from  the  abstract  will  shew  this 
more  plainly. 

•  Schools  in  operation  1872,  winter  term,    102 

1873,  "  94 

"  "         1872,  summer  term,    105 

1873,  "  106 

Pupils  registered,       1872,  winter  term,   5005 

1873,  **  4730 

"  •*  1872,  summer  term,  5323 

1873,  "  5340 


(i  i( 


Total  attendance  1872,  summer  term,  286510  days. 
"  1873,  winter  term,    288559     " 

The  increase,  though  small*  yet,  taken  with  other  signs  of 
activity  in  educational  matters,  such  as  the  erection  of  new  build- 
ings and  the  forming  of  new  sections  in  outlying  settlementi, 
shews  a  positive  and  increasing  interest  in  the  work  of  educatuA 
ki  the  country. 


ooLtHann  oouhtt. 
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In  these  sehools  there  were  95  teachers  emplojed  during  the 
ymt&f^  tad  100  m  «be  sninmer  term.    The  foUowing  tsUe  wiU 
the  proportiom  of  make  and  fomalei);  sex  and  grade. 


WiiTTER  Term. 

Male. 

Female. 

GradpB. 

...12 

__ 

C. 

...16 

42 

D. 

.  .  .    D 

12 

E. 

•    •    •  ^"^"^ 

38 

Summer 

Term. 

8 
62    Total . .  1>6 

Male. 

* 

Female. 

Grade  B. 

...12 

C. 

...11 

44 

D. 

...  2 

24 

E. 

•      a      • 

26 

IG 

84     Total..  109 

I  have  noticed  during  my  visitation  more  care  shewn  by  those 
intending  to  become  teiichers  in  preparing  for  the  annual  exami- 
nation ;  and  I  find  as  a  consequence  that  new  teachers,  as  iar  as 
knowledge  of  the  branches  they  have  been  e.xiimined  in  is  con- 
cerned, are  better  qualified  to  take  charge  of  schools. 

I  notice  also  that  ceteris  paiHbus  the  teacher  who  has  entered 
the  profession  through  the  Normal  School,  is  much  better  fitted, 
both  in  scholarship  and  capabilities,  for  school  management  than 
those  who  hare  not  availed  themselves  of  the  training  afibrded  bj 
that  inititution. 

Schocl-Twuses. — There  have  been  three  new  school-houses  built 
and  finished  during  1873— one  in  Byers'  Mills  Section,  New 
Annan ;  one  in  Pembroke,  and  one  in  Great  Village.  This  last 
has  juBt  been  finished  at  a  cost  of  $3000.  It  b  a  credit  to  the 
enterprise  of  the  section,  to  the  builder  and  contractor,  Mr.  George 
Fulton^  and  te  the  secretary,  Gapt.  Dill,  who  carried  out  so  ener- 
gstically  the  wishes  of  the  section.  The  central  building  is  two 
■toriee  in  height,  with  a  large  basement  i  on  either  aide  of 
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nudn  boildiiig  aro  two  wingi,  makiiig  in  all  four  large  adiool 
rooms,  accommodating  about  200  papilt,  qcdta  faffidttiit  ibr  Om 
wants  of  the  communitj. 

I  have  always  urged  upon  trustees  the  desirabilitj  of  adhering 
as  nearly  to  the  prescribed  plans  as  possible,  tor  the  sake  of  uni- 
formity, and  because  they  are  admirably  adapted  to  the  wants  of 
the  country.  The  first  two  houses  mentioned  have  been  built 
according  to  these  plans,  and  the  last  also  as  far  as  the  site  and 
the  necessities  of  the  section  would  permit.  It  is  particukrly 
necessary  that  the  ventilation  should  not  be  forgotten,  as  it  is  too 
often  in  the  erection  of  new  buildings.  I  believe  that  the  want  of 
one  in  the  school  room  in  the  winter  season  will  very  materiaUy 
affect  the  health  of  the  pupils,  if  it  will  not  increase  the  mortality 
among  children  in  sections  where  it  is  not  provided. 

School  Books. — There  are  but  few  sections  in  which  the  trustees 
provide  books  for  the  school  since  the  withdrawal  of  the  grant, 
but  as  they  are  kept  in  every  shop  in  the  country  most  schools 
are  fidrly  provided  for  in  this  respect. 

The  text  book  on  chemistry  is  not  an  appropriate  book  for 
pupils  studying  that  branch  ;  and  it  may  be  owing  to  this  that 
chemistry  is  not  studied  more  in  the  schools. 

Collier*8  British  History  is  not  sufficiently  elementary  for  the 
great  majority  of  pupils  studying  British  History.  In  a  number 
of  schools  teachers  have  \iisely  varied  the  course  of  study  in  His- 
tory, by  the  study  of  Canadian  History  for  a  term  alternating 
with  British  History.  The  text  book  on  Canadian  History  needs 
revisal  to  suit  the  wants  of  Nova  Scotia. 

The  work  on  grammar  by  J.  A.  McOabe,  Esq.,  of  the  Normal 
School,  lately  put  upon  the  list  of  prescribed  books,  finds  a  ready 
introduction  into  the  schools,  and  admirably  supplies  the  want  in 
this  respect  long  complained  of  by  teachers.  The  changes  are 
few  but  important,  and  for  the  better,  and  combining  as  it  does  a 
grammar  and  analysis  in  one  book,  is  thus  cheaper  and  more 
convenient  than  when  two  books  were  used. 
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Betunu. — ^The  A  nliinia  ttre  fiHed  soemntolj,  ezoBpt  in  kmm 
puticukr — ^teachan  make  the  addition  for  the  total  attendance 
on  Hie  segiflter  Md  transfer  it  to  the  rugislery  but  in  transfeiring 
the  attmdance  of  the  individual  pnpil  thej  make  mbtakes,  and 
the  eoniequenoe  is  a  diserepaticj  between  the  total  on  the  return 
and  the  sums  which  make  up  this  total ;  in  some  cases  seotians 
will  feseby  this.  Trustees  should  be  more  camfnl  in  looking 
after  this  return  than  thej  are.  They  usually  leave  it  entirely  to 
the  teacher.  I  have  the  same  complaint  as  usual  to  make  about 
flie  filling  up  of  the  iucnme  and  expenditure  in  the  B  returns — 
all  confusion.  The  supplementary  retiun  B  was  not  much  bet- 
ter. I  have  endeavoured,  however,  to  make  the  abstracts  of  all 
returns  as  correct  as  possible. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

B.  B.  SMITH,  M.  D. 

A.  S.  Hunt, 

iSuperiuteudent  of  Educatioa. 


INVERNESS    COUNTY. 
J.  Y.  GuNN,   Inspector. 

Sib, — In  the  following  pages  I  beg  most  respectfully  to 
submit  for  jour  information —  ^ 

(1)  A  recapitulation  of  the  leading  educational  statistics 
o{  the  county. 

(2)  A  brief  report  of  the  present  condition  of  education  in 
the  county,  and  the  progress  made  during  the  year  ended  3l6t 
October,  1873,  and 

(8)  A  resume  of.  results  directi j  tradeable  to  the  salutary 
effects  of  our  present  school  system* 
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In  the  whole  coantj  there  are  now  123  school  sectioDB— 48 
hi  the  Northern,  and  8d  in  the  Southern  Diatrict. 


At  the  November  sami-annnal  meeting  of  CommiaaionerB 
for  the  Southern  District,  Baden  Section  was  formed  by  the 
anion  of  parts  of  sections,  Ncs.  10,  12,  13  and  14.  And  at 
the  November  187d  semi-annaal  meeting  for  the  Northern 
District,  LeBlanc  section  was  formed  by  the  sub-diTision  of 
section  No.  5,  Big  Pond. 

TToyt  and  Means  of  edacationai  support  embrace  (1)  8095 
rate-payers  I'epresenting  property  liable  to  assessment,  amount- 
ing in  the  aggregate  to  $1,636,<(11.  (2)  A  county  fund  of 
S7024,  and  (3)  a  provincial  grant,  ranging  from  nine  to  ten 
thousand  dollars. 

During  the  past  school  year  the  funds  at  the  disposal  of 
trustees  were  obtained  from  the  following  sources : — Local 
sectional  assessment,  S9611  ;  Co.  fund,  $7024;  Academy 
grant  (apportioned  by  Commissioners  as  special  aid  to  poor 
sections),  $600  ;  other  sources,  $235. 

The  public  school  expenditure  amounting  to  S14,529  was 
distributed  as  follows: — ^Teachers'  and  Assistants'  salaries, 
$11,166 ;  debts  from  previous  years  paid  off,  $311  ;  repairs  of 
school  buildings,  $510;  prection  of  new  school  buildings, 
$679 ;  seats  and  desks,  school  books,  maps  and  apparatus, 
$467  ;  fuel,  $1220 ;  commissions  to  secretaries,  &c.,  $140. 

Receipts  from  local  sectional  assessment  exhibit  a  balance 
of  $2900  not  colUciecL 

School  Accommodation. — The  sum  of  $22,844  has  been  expend- 
ed in  the  erection  and  repairs  of  public  school  buildings  since 
October,  1864.  Three  new  school-houses  are  now  in  course  of 
erection — one  at  Cape  Roug^,  another  at  the  Plateau,  and  the 
third  in  King  Ross  section. 

In  1878,  four  new  school-^iouses  were  erected,  ten  in  1878# 
and  eightgr-iwo  fiXKn  1884  to  1871  Incluaiveb 

»    b 
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Tke  present  estimated  value  of  all  the  school  property  hi 
thecountjis  125,606. 

School  accommodatipn  is  provided  for  6126  pupils — the 
number  of  children  in  ihe  county  of  the  ages  of  from  5  to  15 
being  5397.  ' 

* 
Apparatus. — Black-board  surface  2858  square  feet — average 

black-board  surface  to  eaoh  school  23  square  feet.   Nos. — Good 

wall  maps,  291 ;  globes,  12 ;  handbells,  29  ;  clocks,  9  ;  English 

Dictionaries  54,  French  do.  4,  and  Biographical  do.  2 ;  Prints 

and  diagrams  for  oral  lessons,  20.    Estimated  value  of  books 

and  apparatus,  S2659. 

« 

.  PwpiU  Registered, — Winter  term,  4505  pupils  (2681  boys  and 
1868gfr)s:  Summer  term,  4986  pupils  (2693  boys  and  2293 
girls),  shewing  an  excess  in  registration  over  the  Winter  and 
Summer  terms  of  1872  of  68  pupils  for  the  former,  and  212 
for  the  latter. 

Number  of  children  at  school  for  same  period  of  the  year, 
6261 — being  a  shade  over  26  per  cent,  of  the  present  popu- 
lation of  the  whole  county. 

Average  daily  attendance  at  school,  winter  term,  2545 
pupils,  and  2675  pnpils  for  the  Summer  term. 

Orand  total  days'  attendance  made  by  all  the  pupils,  Winter 
term,  279,410  ;  Summer  term,  2b 1, 745. 

The  total  authorized  teaching  days'  schools  were  in  session 
during  the  Winter  and  Summer  terms  amounted  to  12,208  days 
for  the  former,  and  11,0*88  days  for  the  latter — being  a  few 
bundired  days  in  excess  of  the  corresponding  terms  of  the 
previous  year. 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  report  an  advance  on  previous 
years  in  the  number  of  Teachers  employed  : 


I.  iDTerneu... 

I.  iDTemesB,.. . 

Co.  totals. . 


4921   1 


43^ 
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A  comparison  with  the  two  preriouB  termB  shews  a  decreaN 
fbr  th«  Winter  term,  of  three  teachers  of  the  Bret  clus  maleti 
wtd  an  increase  of  Beren  of  the  second  class,  and  one  of  the 
third.  Of  female!  of  the  first  and  second  clasaes,  there  hai 
,bMD  a  decrease  of  two  of  the  fbrmer  and  an  increase  of  &n 
of  the  Utter,  while  the  number  of  teachers  of  Grade  S  engaged 
both  terms  is  the  same. 

Comparing  the  past  Summer  term  with  the  corresponding 
term  of  the  previous  year,  it  will  be  seen  that  while  there  Iim 
been  an  increase  of  two  teachers  of  the  second  class,  there 
has  been  a  decrease  of  two  of  the  first,  and  four  of  the  third 
males.  During  the  same  term  there  has  been  a  decrease  of 
three  teachers  of  the  first  claaB  females,  and  an  increase  of 
two  each  of  the  second  and  third  classes. 

Subjoined  is  a  statement,  in  tabular  form,  shewing  the  num- 
ber, class,  and  aex  of  Isacbers  employed  in  the  Northern  and 
SontUera  Dlstriota  during  the  School  Tear  : 


It  will  be  obwrred-  thkt  there  hai  been  an  excess  of  twelve 
tesdiers  and  assistants  employed  in  1873,  over  the  number  in  tbe 
nrvioe  during  the  jear  •'iided  SIst  October,  1S72. 

A  mere  cursory  g^ce  at  the  preceding  facts  and  figures  will 
mtiafy  anjr  one  who  candidly  considers  the  subject  that  the  cause 
of  education  in  this  county  ie  at  all  events  not  retrc^frading. 

While  it  is  admitted  that  the  room  for  improvement  is  ample,  a 
oompariflon  of  the  present  conditiija  of  education  in  tha  county 
with  statistics,  etc.,  given  in  the  annual  report  for  1872,  shews 

(oj  An  increase  in  the  number  of  School  sections  and  in  the 
number  of  Sdiools  in  operation  during  the  year. 

(h)    A  larger  number  of  teachers  and  assistants  employed. 

(e)  An  increase  in  the  aggregate  value  of  School  property  in 
eonaequence  ef  new  school  buildings  and  internal  improvements 
in  fbrniture  and  appatatus. 

(d)  A  larger  number  of  pupils  registared  during  each  school 
term. 

C<)  A  larger  number  of  pupils  in  attendance  daring  some  por- 
tion of  the  year. 

And  (f)  an  increase  in  the  total  number  of  authorized  teaching 
days'  sdiools  were  in  session. 

The  J\oftmoK  as  a  whole  discharge  their  public  duties  mor* 
efieiantly  than  during  previous  years. 
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The  teaching  fraternitj  is  made  up  very  largely  of  young  men 
who  attend  Colleges,  High  Schools,  and  Academies  in  other  eoon- 
ties  during  some  portion  of  the  year,  and  although  professionally 
this  state  of  Ynatters  is  not  satisfiic1K>ry,  counter  balancing  advan- 
tages result  in  increased  mental  culture  and  improved  methods 
of  communicating  instruction. 

The  printing  in  the  Journal  of  Education  of  Inspectors*  Ab- 
stracts of  "  Inspection  Notes"  should  be  rendered  compulsory. 
Merit  shonld  be  acknowledged  and  rewarded,  while  incompetency 
and  porfunctoriness  should  be  bnindf^d  with  obloquy  and  public 
contempt.  Until  Inspectors'  official  records  are  placed  in  the 
printers'  hands  we  cannot  hope  to  see  the  profession  piirged,  and 
its  shameless  time-servers  drummed  out  of  the  ser\*iee. 

TJu  Annual  Meeting. — Copies  of  the  miilutes  of  the  last  annual 
meeting  have  been  obtained  from  almost  every  section  in  the 
county.  Over  nine  thousand  dollars  have  been  votfed  to  supple- 
ment teacher^'  allowances  from  the  provinciivl  and  county  treasuries 
during  the  current  school  year.  It  would  be  exceedingly .  de- 
sirable if  records  of  the  principal  business  transacted  at  annual 
meetings  could  be  obtained  through  the  supplementary  B  lleturns. 

The  addition  of  a  few  more  queries  to  the  blank  ibrms  now  in 
use  would  subserve  every  necessary  purpose.' 

The  ScImoI  Lttw* — The  late  amendment  to  the  school  law  em- 
poweriug  trustees  Hith  the  sanction  of  the  Commissioners  to 
assess  sections  in  which  the  rate-payers  refuse  to  vote  money  for 
school  purposes,  is  rogardod  with  much  tuvouc, .  and  will  be  pro- 
duolivo  of  most  benolicial  re'^nlts.  The  provision  requiring  the 
sanction  of  the  ComniisMOuers  will  prevent  any  abuse  of  a  privilege 
which  laie  developments  secMned  to  indi(*ate  as  iie"es>>ary  to  the 
very  existence  of  some  of  our  public  schools. 

Another  boon  has  been  conferred  in  having  the  summer  vacation 
during  a  nronth  in  which  physical  and  mexital  eifort  appear  to  \fi 
^ually  repugnant  to  humanity.  The  increasing  luurlality  ii\  the 
ranks  of  the  young  and  rising  geuemtion  ;iA  gradually  begknting 
to  impress  teachers  and  parents  with  the  sanitary  benefits  and 
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nd  wcupewtif  valoe  to  jaded  physical  and  mental  energies  wMch 
Bank  fifom  ^jnal  exercise  and  ^ 

"  That  play  of  lungs,  inhaling,  and  again 
Respiring  freely,^ 

luring  the  hot  sweltering  dog-days,  the  pure  cool  air  of  moun- 
tin  and  stream  and  seaside. 

In  previous  reports  I  have  repeatedly  urged  th«^  desirability  of 

(a)  Having  the  servicer  of  School  CommisHiouers  remuner- 
iled. 

(6)  Giving  the  Commissioners  authority,  should  they  feel  so 
liaposed,  to  apportion  the  Academy  Orant  for  the  eucourage- 
ooent  of  High  Schools. 

(c)  Combining  the  inva  vor^  element  with  the  present  system 
y(  teachers'  public  exaniinations. 

Subsequent  experience  <*0Diirms  me  in  the  views  I  theu  ad- 
ranced.  In  the  report  for  1872  I  suggested  that  iu  Nova  Scotia 
the  English  system  should  be  adopted,  of  making  teachers* 
allowances  from  the  provincial  and  county  fuiuls  depeud  upon 
inspectors'  reports  and  official  records.  My  views  upon  this 
subject  have  undergqpo  no  change.  It  is  the  grossest  injustic*^ 
that  in  the  distribution  of  the  public  funds,  a  teacher  animated 
by  the  talents  and  devotedness  of  Thomas  Arnold,  should  be 
degraded  to  the  same  level  as  a  temporizing  Creak le,  whose  sole 
purpose  avowedly  is,  **  to  put  in  his  time  and  obtain  the  dimes:' 

It  again  becomes  my  melancholy  duly  to  I'ecord  the  loss  of  two 
veterans  in  the  educational  service  of  tho  count v,  Y'ears  bc^fore 
the  inception  of  the  present  school  law,  Mr.  Lawrenco  held  vhe 
office  of  Clerk  to  the  Board  of  School  Commissioners.  He  was 
afterwards  appointed  School  Coniinissioner,  and  upon  the  de- 
cease of  Mr.  Tremain,  ho  was  unanimously  appointed  to  the 
honourable  office  of  Chairman  of  the  Southern  Board.  In  each 
of  these  positions,  his  extensive  experience,  maturity  of  judgment, 
and  inflexible  iutegrity,  combined  to  render  his  services  most 
valuable. 

Mr.  Mnnroe  was,  by  several  lustra^  the  oldest  Commissioner  in 
the  countv.    At  the  regular  semi-annual  and  special  meetings  of 
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the  Northern  Board  he  was  aBsiduous  in  the  discharge  of  Ui 
dutiee  as  a  School  Commissioner.  For  the  last '  few  years  of  hit 
life,  tbe  frailities  of  advanced  age  rendered  him  unfit  for  actire 
service,  but  like  tho  far-seeing  Nestor  of  ancient  story,  although 
he  might  be  said  to  have  seen  two  generations  come  and  go,  he 
was  always  ready  with  his  council  and  experience  to  aid  and 
emrourage  the  third. 

ButUts, — With  all  the  imperfections  of  a  large  number  of  our 
public  schools,  the  system  is  universally  acknowledged  to  be  an 
admirable  one.  Comfortable  and  commodious  school  buildings, 
improved  furniture  and  apparatus  and  a  fair  array  of  maps  and 
books  furnish  no  mean  testimonial  of  general  efficiency. 

When  results  fall  below  expectations,  rate-payers  are  usually 
to  blame  in  not  voting  a  sufficient  amount  of  money  to  enaUe 
trustees  to  engage  teachers  of  comi)etency  and  educational  zeaL 

The  rule  is  to  vote  small  sums,  but  at  the  last  annual  meeting 
several  sections  voted  S400  with  liberty  to  the  trustees  to  add 
"  ad  libitum,"  providing  thev  secured  the  services  of  teachers  of 
first  class  professional  attainments.  It  is  also  significant  that  at 
the  beginning  of  the  present  school  term  a  rush  was  made  for 
sujpgrior  teachers — the  demand  being  largely  in  excess  of  the 
supply. 

Tlie  figures  adduced  in  the  body  of  this  report  require  no  com- 
ment,— they  speak  volumes  for  the  advancement  of  education 
during  the  last  decades  and  for  the  general  efficiency  of  the  school 
)aw during  the  comparatively  short  space  of  time  which  has  elapsed 
since  its  inauguration. 

But  the  grand  result  achieved  by  the  present  S3'stem  is  that 
school  accommodation  is  provided  for  all  the  children  in  the 
county,  and  that  facilities  for  the  acquisition  of  reading,  writing 
and  arithmetic  are  placed  within  the  reach  of  all. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  T.  QUNN. 
A.  8.  HrxT, 

Superintendent  of  Education. 
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KEPORT  OF  THE  PROVINCIAL  NOEMAL   SCHOOL. 


FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  OCTOBER  SIst,   1873. 


J.  B.  Calkin,  PrincipaL 

8lB, — Thd  followiuj?  report  of  the  TSornial  School  lor  the  past 
ear  is  respectt'uily  subiiiii  tod. 

The  Institution  was  in  ^e'^<iun  i'vom  N^neiii]).'!'  -IJi,  1>^72,  ii:i- 
il  Julv  17th.  HT'-.  intermix,  in ir  i'-r  i^'-  iimmI  iwo  v.iM'K-^'  holidays 
it  Christ  iiiris.  Tiiis  was  onv  ti'v-;  via!  « •"  o!:»*  li.n.i^  sr-sit»n  Ili  the 
,'ear.  P<*rhao^  it  is  too  r^.'-M)  'n  '.r'^3.;ii:i  .'  d-^'i'l.  dl  •  In  r'.'S])Oi*t 
o  the  c'ir*'.'!s  of  ih(»  ch.'in.i^.*.  \n\'.  m-'  <*\;)-ri  ^  .,  .■  iJ:';'r;'»  I.-ads  nif* 
o  bidieve  tliiit  th**  ftfti-KMi"v  n;"  \h\'  in  :i  ii  :-:.:i  wiil  b-  jv.jiuotoJ. 
.  WHS  appn^lioniivt?  rhj."  fj-*  a  vt'ai*  <»r  wn  I'u.'  :ii  ..^mI;'.:;  r  worJd 
»  diiiiinish»»d.  Such,  ho\^^•^'^1^  !:a-«  :-.  k  I  -m  .-.^  «*aM'  'J'li;* 
;otal  nnnibfr  ?.'iirolled  I:i-i  ^^.'ar  w:.-.  <'i'.'ii: v-oii;*.  .Mmi^- of  -he^e 
•eraam^'d  tln%»i;g;i  th«»  v, !;«.*!(?  s"--i<)!i.  I  h:p:»  and  b-li-ni*  il:a! 
rom  voar  to  v»Mr,  a^  oiu*  nrranLri-Ki.-n:-  b*  ■••-i;:"  i  ,^: t(  v  ;.r..t\v?i  anci 
.ppreciai  .'J.  t!;(Miin:nj''r '^■i*>ih-!i  -:  iiui-ii.^  v.ill  in.i-.'-*.  I];-  !\i\- 
ii(jj  thi»  >iiiI.Mii-i  undt'n*  Oiir  bantb^  ib;*  :«.  I-;-;,';'::  .1  •■!  |»Mi»;il.  v.i^ 
ihail  he  ablf  to  t.'arrv  tb«.'Tii  ^.I'/.ard  ;u  1/^.'  ■"'  .<:;•.:. iihI  iv  s  •!  .)i;:p- 
hip.  and  al>o  :  :>  train  ll.fii!  »:i'.!'.-  ib.'.»:-.  :■.-!.  •.  •;-  ,.:-a.  ;;  -i!  .-'.i.  hiTs. 
Vnotii*:-  ^  vi^l  ibr.rui*''  i'l   ih."  ])iv -.ii'.    .irwii::  •.:  «  .:i  i>  lb'    ini  .M*val 

jfrosl    \v',;i.-h    i-    aiibrds     .  »arJ;»*\'S  I'l-d    SH'.l  !1*-  U'lrinL^    thi-'  b.r;i-     «;i* 

uinnuM'. 

From  tliO  subjoined  tabl<' i:  will  1)>  ^!^.•u  1  ha-  n'.i.  '  sn:dcnt- 
«*.*eiveJ  our  Iii»^lnvst.  J)iploni;i — ^radii  Sttj,.'ri,>r  :  a^^o.  iliat  at  tlie 
'xainiTiation  ibllowinij^  the  cb^sr;  ot'  onr  s'^s>ion,  nwr  coinpoted 
iUceertsfiillv  Ibrtho  Provincial  Li'.\»n'<"'  t)f ''radii  A.  and  that  thi>*e 
»f  our  young  ladies  took  j^rail**  B. 

It  is  my  painful  duty  to  rc.-ord  di-<jKMisation'i  of  Providence 
imoDg  the  saddest  knovin  in  tho  history  of  the  Tnsiiuition.  J)ur- 
ng  the  session  two  Htudenls  wercj  nMnoved  bv  death,  ^liss 
Seither  Gillard,  from  Newfoundland,  afrer  a  lew  days  illness,  died 
»f  cerebro-spinal-meuingitis.  Mr.  William  P.  Eoney,  tinding  his 
lealth  rapidly  fiiding,  returned  to  his  home  in  (Tranville,  where 
.t  the  end  of  a  few  weeks  he  died  of  consumption. 

During  the  holidays  following  the  close  of  the  session,  I  visited 
everal  Normal  Schools  and  other  institutions  of  learning  in  the 
Jppep  Provinces  and  the  United  States.  Jiero  I  saw  much  finer 
nulduigs  and  better  equipments  than  we  are  able  to^  present.     I 
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believe,  howeyer,  that  our  method  of  teaching  and  of  imparfcing 
practical  skill  is  not  surpassed  bj  anjthing  t  saw. 

Experience  confirms  my  opinion  in  respect  to  the  desirabkneN 
of  a  change  in  the  mode  of  issuing  the  ISormal  School  Diplomi* 
I  am  unable  to  discover  any  advantage  in  combiuing  the  Diploma 
with  the  Provincial  License  On  the  other  hand  it  frequency 
causes  considerable  inconvenience.  Studenin  who  are  not 
examined  at  the  close  of  the  session  and  who  consequently  do 
not  receive  a  ne\^  License,  are  entitled  to  a  t^porate  Diploni 
from  the  Education  OflSce.  This  not  only  destroys  uniformity  in 
the  character  of  Normal  School  Diplomas,  but  subjects  oar 
graduates  to  much  more  trouble  than  they  would  experience  if 
they  received  the  Diploma  trom  the  teaching  feculty  at  the  dow 
of  tho  session.  It  also  very  frequently  happens  that  graduates 
receive  the  Normal  School  Diploma  combined  \»ith  a  low  gnA 
of  License,  and  at  some  subsequent  examination  they  obtain  • 
higher  grade  of  License  which  does  not  include  the  Normal  Schod 
Diploma.  At  the  Normal  School  in  Toronto  the  Diploma  is  dis- 
tinct from  the  License,  consisting  of  a  certificate  signed  by  tbe 
Principal.  1  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  substituting  a  cer- 
tificate signed  by  all  the  t<5achers  of  the  Institution  in  phw^e  of 
the  existing  plan. 

I  cannot  but  think  that  as  a  uiatter  of  justice,  as  well  as  public 
interest,  there  should  be  in  our  law  some  recognition  of  bemfit 
arising  from  Normal  School  training.  A  clause  in  the  late 
amendment  to  the  Education  law  recognizes  and  re^-ards  the 
skill  which  results  from  experience.  Should  not  this  provirion 
be  so  extended  in  its  application  as  to  encourage  teachers  to  seek 
for  skill  by  attending  the  Normal  S<'hool  ?  To  illustrate  the  pro- 
priety and  justness  of  such  provision,  the  following  case  may  be 
cited  as  one  of  many  that  occur.  A  student  at  the  Normal  School 
last  year  held  a  B  license  and  had  taught  four  years.  He  con- 
sidered his  teaching  ability  and  skill  wenj  promoted  to  a  much 
greater  degree  by  his  allendance  at  the  Normal  School  than 
would  have  resulted  from  another  year's  teaching.  By  pursuing 
the  course  he  did,  in  addition  to  a  large  expenditure  of  means,  he 

fut  himself  back  a  year  in  qualifying  for  the  bonus  as  provided 
y  law.  In  reference  to  this  matter  I  beg  to  offer  the  iollowipg 
suggestion  : — That  of  the  five  years  teaching  required  to  qualifr 
for  the  bonus,  grades  Superior  from  the  Normal  School  shvi 
count  for  three  years:  grade  Ooocf,  for  two  years,  and  grade 
Fair,  for  one  year, — except  in  such  cases  as  the  Inspector  shall 
report  inefficiency. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedieut  servant, 

J.  B.  CALKIN. 

Normal  School,  Truro,  Dec.  13th,  1873. 
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NAMB8    OF     STUDENTS,    Ac. 


_L 


AlA«d  D.  Brown i  Annapolis  - , .  Superi 

E.  U.  Cheslev '.         "  i        " 

John  MnDuiiald Antigoninh..  .iNot   cUased 

Frank  Smith Coli-b 


Jeaiie  C.  Smith. 

Harriet  McCollum i        •' 

Agnes  Ogilvie JHalitax 

Beisie  Ctiallen 'Kings 

Uaggie  St-ott jGuvaborough. 

SmhM(J)onald ;     '  " 

Beanie  Elderkin iKings 

Lottie  Young ]      '* 

Carrie  Steadiiinn {Queens  

Sarah  B.  Calbiu IColchester .. . . 

Janet  A  rohibald " 

Wm.  P.Chisholii, 

Wm.  Mol#niian " 

Wm.  K.  Konev jAnnnpolia 

A.  G.  Cannicliael ilnvemeaa  . . .. 

Alexander  Jji.'7#od !         *' 

Fortnan  Faulkner 'Colchester 

Adeline  Blanchard.      ...I         " 

Jessie  Mi'Kay. [ 

John  Smith [HantB 

Julia  Doane iShelbume.. . 

Sanh  E.  Smith jCumberland . . 

Mary  J.  Chute Kings 

Harriet  Crei^ton Pictou 

Medford  Chriatie. Calcheeter 

BMbel  CUT HaUfkx 

Mary  J.lL^Leod 'Kctou 


Superior,  85 


Superior,  77 


Good,  78 
Superior,  75 
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Kamb. 


OOUIITT. 


Normal  School 
Diploma. 


Fair,  49 

Good,  61 
"      56 

.Good,  50 


Emma  Crosby. jYarmouth  ... . 

Margaret  McDonald. . .  .|Pictou 

Agnes    Semple Ck)lchester. . . . 

Bessie  Hamilton 

Martha  Kent 

Laura  Christie 

F.  Kebecea  McPhie Hants ' 

Isabella  McDonald 'Pictoii \ 

Ella  Cox Hants ' 

Jessie  Burnett Colrhoster Fair,  85 

Susan   3lcl^>nnan.  '....,  *^  '(jJood,  52 

Bessit-  ( Jeldert Hants **      Oi) 

•Sara II    Kent ColchoMter 

Helen  Uatlibouo Kinc^s Fair.  17 

Mary.l.   Tiipjuir C'olrhcsler **     41 

Esther  (JllhrJ Xewt'ouiidland 

John  M.  Hill Kit-hinond Good,  5.-> 

Mavnnrd  1*.  Jiivliard^on..  Ilalit*.!::  *•      5:^ 

Ellen  yi.  Porter \arniuulh LVdr,  -M 

E<i]ier    AFarshall  GuvsbDrough.. 

Ei;>-ibeih  <\>hoon ilalilax  

Win,  11.  (iuli'r '• 

Kdward -M.  I'atiju Variiiuuiji Fair,  -!*J 

Marv  .1.   Mi-iveuzie Pii-ton    (lood,  5'") 

Sarah  Anliibald lialirax Fair,  44 

Jani'vs  ^MuiHi New  t'uundland 

Annie  »l.  MeDoiiald. .  . .  Coi!-he>-er 

01i\ia  Schnrinan Cumberlaiid  ... 

Barbara  C.  Mclvenzie..  .  Col  chewier 

Marv  rpham *- 

Samuel  ..V.  J)aniels Jlanis 

Ernest  Jenks CunilMM'land  ...' 

Joseph  Crowe Colchester 

John  Mcintosh Pietou \ 

James  K.  McClure Colchester 
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6  educatiok — ^halifax  city  schools. 

Office  of  School  Commissioneks, 

49  George  Street. 

The  following  extracts  from  the  laws  of  the  Province,  re- 
lating to  Public  Education,  together  with  subsequent  amend- 
ments thereto,  and  the  report  of  the  Board  for  the  yea^ 
ended  Oct.  31st,  1873,  are  herewith  published  for  generw 
information  together  with  the  list  of  the  Commissionep 
now  in  office.  ^ 


EXTKACT  FROM  TIIE  ACTKELATIXG  TO  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS  IX  NOVASCOITA, 


CITY   OF  HALIFAX. 

9.  The  Schools  of  the  City  of  Halifax  shall  be  managed  as  fol- 
lows : 

(1.)  The  City  shall  be  one  School  Section,  and  the  Govemor  in 
Council  shall  appoint  a  Board  of  Couiniissioners  for  the  City,  which 
shall  cont?ist  of  twelve  memlx^rs,  two  of  whom  shall  l>e  resident  in  each 
ward|;  but  in  the  case  of  a  vacancy  occurring,  such  vacancy  may  be  filled 
by  a  selection  from  any  ]>art  of  the  City ;  and  such  Board  uiall  be  a 
coriwrate  body,  and  may  exercise  all  tlie  ix>wers  given  to  trustees  under 
the  act,  and  perform  all'the  duties  imi)osed  on  .trustees  by  the  same. 

(2.)  The  Board  of  Commissioners,  under  the  clause,  shall  take  all 
necessary  steps  to  provide  sufficient  school  accommodation,  and  shall 
furnish  seiui-annually  to  the  Superintendent  of  Education  a  report  of 
their  proceedings  imder  this  act ;  also  returns  of  all  schools  subject  to 
their  control,  and  a  statement  of  the  appropriation  of  all  monies  re- 
ceived and  expended  by  them  under  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

(3. )  Tlie  Board  of  Commissioners  are  authorized  to  co-operate  with 
the  Governing  Body  of  any  city  school,  on  such  terms  as  to  the  Board 
shall  seem  right  and  proper,  so  that  the  benefits  of  such  scliool  may  be 
as  general  as  circumstances  will  permit ;  and  in  such  cases  the  fiioard 
may  make  allowance  to  such  Schools  out  of  the  funds  under  their 
control  as  shall  be  deemed  just  and  equitable.  But  no  public  funds 
shall  be  granted  in  support  of  any  school  unless  the  same  be  a  free 
school. 

(4.)  On  request  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  speci^rin^  the 
amount  required,  in  addition  to  the  sums  provided  from  the  IroTindal 
treasury  for  the  yearly  8upi>ort  and  maintenance  of  the  schools  under 
their  charge,  the 'City  Council  shall  be  authorized,  and  are  hereby  re- 
quired, to  add  a  sum  sufikdent,  after  deducting  cost  of  collection  and 
probable  loss,  to  yield  the  sum  so  specified  by  the  Board  to  tiie  ffenenl 
assessment  of  the  city,  to  be  levied  and  collected  from  the  inhabitants 
thereof,  which  sum  shall  be  paid  quarterly  by  the  City  Treasurer  to 
the  said  Board,  upon  the  written  order  of  the  chairman  or  Tioe-cbaiT" 
man* 

(S.)    The  objects  to  be  provided  for  by  the  Board  of  Commissionw  . 
oat  of  the  sum  so  assessea  shall  be  the  salaries  of  teachers  and  iniftinl% 
and  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Board,  the  leasing  of  lands  and  finildiqgs  * 
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for  school  purposea,  the  repairing  and  improving  of  grounds  and  build- 
logs,  the  cleaning,  fuel,  and  insurance  of  school  houses,  the  purchase 
of  {prescribed  school  books,  the  interest  payable  on  debentures  issued 
by  the  Board,  and  all  other  expenses  required  in  the  due  execution  of 
the  different  powers  and  trusts  vested  in  the  said  Board  by  thia 
act 

(6.)  The  Board  of  Commissioners  shall  have  power  to  select  and  to 
purchase  sites  for  school  buildings,  and  shall  have  power  to  borrow 
money  for  the  purchase  of  the  same ;  as  also  for  the  purchase  or  erectioa 
of  bmldings,  the  improvement  of  school  grounds,  and  the  purchase  of 
suitable  furniture  and  apparatus  for  schools  under  their  charge. 

(7.)  To  enable  the  Commissioners  to  borrow  money,  they  may  issue 
deoentures,  in  such  form,  and  for  such  sums  as  they  may  decide  upon, 
TOyable  with  interest  in  twenty-flve  years  from  the  date  thereof,  free 
from  taxation ;  said  debentures  to  be  a  charge  on  the  city  of  Halifax, 
and  the  interest  thereon  to  be  paid  every  six  months,  and  to  be  included 
in  the  sum  specified  and  required  to  be  assessed  upon  the  inhabitants  of 
the  city  as  aforesaid.  The  debentures  shall  l)e  sealed  with  the  seal  of  the 
incorporated  Board,  and  shall  be  signed  by  the  chairman  ^and  counter- 
signed by  the  secretary'. 

(8.)  The  Board  of  Commissioners  are  hereby  invested  with  the  title 
of  all  public  school  property,  real  and  personal,  within  the  city,  with 
the  exception  of  the  Halifax  Grammar  School,  and  may  sell  or  dispose 
of  the  same,  or  any  part  of  the  same,  and  with  the  proceeds  may  purchase 
new  school  house  j»ites,  and  erect  new  school  houses,  in  such  places  and 
at  such  times  as  shall  be  deemed  most  expedient. 

(9.)  The  Commissioner  whose  name  shall  stand  first  on  the  list  of 
appointmento,  shall  be  chairman  of  the  Board,  in  his  absence  the  Com- 
missioner next  on  the  list  present  shall  act  as  chairman,  and  the  Com- 
missioners shall  appoint  their  own  secretary,  and  fix  his  salary. 

(10.)  The  provisions  of  this  act  except  as  in  the  said  act  provided, 
shall  apply  to  the  city  of  Halifax ;  but  the  pupils  of  one  ward  shall  be 
antitlea  to  school  privileges  in  any  other  ward. 

INSUBANCE   OF    SCHOOL   HOUSES. 

SO.  The  trustees  in  the  several  counties,  and  the  Board  of  Com- 
ooiiflioners  in  Halifax,  are  authorized  to  effect  insurance  on  school 
tionses. 
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EXTEACTS 

« 

FROM  AN  ACT  FVBTHEB  TO  AMEND  THB  ACT  FOB  THK  BBTTBR 

ENCOURAGEMENT  OF  EDUCATION. 


A.  D.,  1807 


CITY  OF  HALIFAX, 

5.  Every  male  person,  of  full  af^e,  ha>'ixig  been  resident  in  the  city  six 
months  or  upwards  immediately  previous  to  tlie  levying  of  the  aasesB- 
ment  in  any  year,  not  being  assessed  to  the  amount  of  one  dollar  for  the 
support  of  public  schools  m  respect  of  real  and  personal  property,  shall 
be  assessed  in  the  sum  of  one  dollar  for  the  support  of  such  schoola 
during  the  year ;  but  the  City  Coimcil  shall  have  the  power  to  exempt 
from  the  payment  of  such  assessment  any  person  whom  tliey  may  deem 
unable  to  pay  the  same ;  and  upon  the  production  to  the  presiding  officer 
of  the  receipt  for  such  payment  tlie  liolder  thereof  shall  be  entitled  to 
vote  for  Mayor  and  Alderman  at  any  election  in  the  Ward  wherein  such 
party  resides;  for  the  year  wherein  such  payment  sliall  have  been  made. 

6.  Tlie  words  **  real  and  personal  property  witliin  the  county,  of  the 
residents  of  the  section,^  in  uie  third  clause  of  the  Act  of  1860,  to  amend 
the  Act  for  the  better  encouragement  of  Education,  applies  and  shall 
be  understood  to  apply  to  proi>erty  lying  in  the  City  of  Halifax,  the 
owner  whereof  resides  in  Dartmouth  or  other  school  section  in  the 
county;  and  tlie  words  *'to  be  levied  and  collected  from  the  inhabitants 
thereof,"  in  clause  19  (4)  of  Uie  said  Act,  applies,  and  shall  be  understood 
to  apply,  to  property  lying  in  the  county,  the  owner  whereof  resides  in 
the  cit>';  and  on  the  payment  of  the  required  fee,  the  City  Assessor 
shall  furnish  to  the  Trustees  of  Dartmouth,  or  other  school  sec^n, 
and  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  shall  furnish  to  the  City 
Assessor,  the  information  necessary  in  order  to  give  effect  to  this  pro- 
vision. Any  i>erson  who  may  have  been  assessed  both  in  the  city  or  in 
Dartmouth,  or  other  school  section,  in  respect  of  the  same  property, 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive  back  the  amount  paid  by  him  either  m  the 
City  or  in  Dartmouth,  or  other  school  section,  as  the  case  may  be,  in 
accordance  with  the  foregoing  construction  of  the  law. 

7.  The  Superintendent  of  Education  shall  be  empowered  to  pay 
quarterly,  to  tlie  Board  of  Commissioners,  the  grants  provided  by  law 
for  Teachers  and  Assistants  employed  in  the  city, 

8.  The  Board  of  Commissioners  for  the  City  shall  be  emix>wered  to 
dispose  of  debentures  authorized  under  the  Act  hereby  amended,  at  cur- 
rent rates. 

9  The  Board  of  Commissioners  for  the  City  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
a  sum  in  no  case  to  exceed  a  thousand  dollars  annually,  as  remuner- 
ation for  their  services ;  such  remuneration  to  be  api)ortidned  accordinff 
to  the  promptness  and  regularitv  of  the  attendance  of  the  members  (3 
the  Board,  and  the  amount  of  labor  performed  by  each,  as  the  Board 
may  decide. 
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An  Act  to  amend  the  Act  for  the  better  encouragement 
of  Education, 


(Pau«d  September  2Ut,  1868.) 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council,  and  Assembly  as  foUows : 

1.  The  Governor  in  Council  shall  appoint  seven  persons,  and  the  City 
Council  six  persons,  who  shall  constitute  a  Board  of  Commissioners  of 
Schools  in  the  City  of  Halifax,  and  such  Board  shall  be  a  corporate  body, 
and  may  exercise  all  the  power  pven  to  Trustees  under  and  by  virtue 
of  the  Act  hereby  amended,  and  perform  all  the  duties  imposed  on 
Trustees  by  the  same. 

2.  Tlie  Commissioners  shall  not  have  power  to  assess  the  city  for 
any  greater  sum  than  thirty-six  thousand  dollars  in  any  one  year,  without 
the  consent  of  the  Governor  in  Council,  given  at  the  request  of  said 
Commissioners. 

3.  The  Commissioners  shall  not  enter  into  any  contract  for  the  pur- 
chase of  any  land,  nor  for  the  erection  of  any  school-building,  until  such 
contract  has  been  submitted  to,  and  obtained  the  approval  of  the  Gov- 
ernor in  Council. 

4.  So  much  of  the  Act  hereby  amended  as  is  inconsistent  with  this 
Act  is  repealed.  • 


An  Act  relative  to  Commissioners  of  Schools  for  the  City 
of  Halifax. 


(Passed  the  10th  day  of  Jane,  a.  d..  1860.  ) 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Coimcil,  and  Assembly,  as  follows: 

1.  On  the  first  of  November  next,  and  on  each  succeeding  first  day 
of  November  in  each  year  thereafter,  or  so  soon  after  the  first  day  of 
November  as  convenient,  the  Cit\'  Council  of  Halifax  shall  select  and 
appoint  from  such  body  six  members,  of  whom  the  Mayor  may  be  one, 
to  be  and  act  as  Commissioners  of  Schools  for  the  said  City  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  Commissioners  named  and  chosen  by  the  Government. 

2.  ^  The  Commissioners  so  elected  by  the  City  Council  as  School  Com- 
missioners shall  hold  office  for  the  year  only,  and  an  ec^ual  number  shall 
be  elected  annually  on  each  first  day  of  November  to  replace  the  School 
Commissioners  who  are  to  retire  from  the  Board  of  School  Commissioners, 
and  nothing  herein  contained  shall  prevent  the  re-election  of  retiring 
Conmiissioners  by  the  City  Council. 

3.  On  the  first  day  of  November  next  the  six  Aldermen  who  were 
elected  by  the  City  Council  on  the  28th  day  of  October  last  shall  retire 
from  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  Schools,  and  be  replaced  by  six 
Commissioners  to  be  selected  by  the  City  Coimcil  in  accordance  with  the 
preceding  sections. 

4.  All  vacancies  occcurring  l)y  any  means,  either  by  death,  retirement 
from  the  City  Council,  or  otherwise,  of  any  such  Commissioners  during 
the  current  year  after  selection,  shall  be  filled  as  soon  as  may  be  by  the 
Council. 

5.  All  portions  of  existing  laws  inconsistent  with  this  Act  are  hereby 
repealed. 
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REPORT    FOR    1873. 


Office  of  CoMissioners  of  Schools  for  tlie  City  of  Halif^ 

Ist  November,  1S73. 

To  tlu  Rev.  A.  S.  HUNT,  A.M. 

Superintendent  of  Education  for  tJie  Province  of  Nova  Scotia, 

Sir,— 

The  most  prosperous  periods  in  a  nation's  history  are  those 
in  which  it  affords  fewest  facts  for  history.  Viewing  their 
position  from  such  a  basis  the  Board  of  School  Commission- 
ers might  congratulate  themselves  upon  the  prosperity  of 
the  schools  entrusted  to  their  management.  The  present 
Board  was  Gazetted  on  the  13th  Nov.,  1872.  The  retire- 
ment of  Mr.  Uniacke,  the  chairman  of  the  old  Board,  has 
been  felt  to  be  a  serious  loss.  He  had  been  many  years  at 
the  head  of  the  Board  and  devoted  much  time  and  atten- 
tion to  the  work. 

The  Board  can  now,  they  think,  assure  the  public  that  a 
good  Common  School  Education  can  be  had  by  any  child 
within  this  City.  They  do  not  pretend  that  their  system 
is  perfect,  or  that  they  have  the  very  best  teachers  that 
can  be  obtained.  But,  if  we  look  back  to  the  system  of 
Education  that  was  in  vogue  ten  years  since,  to  the  teachers 
that  then  taught  in  our  common  schools,  and  to  the  build- 
ings in  which  they  wrought,  the  progress  is  very  marked. 
When,  however,  we  look  forward  to  what  can  and  ought 
to  be  accomplished  and  look  around  to  what  is  being  done 
in  oiher  places,  we  feel  that  much  requires  to  be  done. 
The  teachers  of  our  primary  departments  have  not  yet 
acquired  as  fully  as  could  be  desired,  the  power  of  inter- 
esting and  instructing  the  little  children  intrusted  to  their 
care. 

The  Commissioners  thinking  the  time  in  which  the  ohil- 
dren  of  these  departments  were  engaged  in  school  work 
too  long,  have  ordered  them  to  be  dismissed  from  school 
earlier  than  the  other  children. 

The  grading  of  the  schools  too  is  not  yet  as  perfect  aa  it 
might  and  ought  to  be — ^and  without  a  proper  system  of 
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grading,  large  schools  cannot  be  taught  with  advantage 
to  the  children  or  pleasure  to  the  teacher. 

The  first  thing  is  to  know  our  ignorance,  that  being  the 
first  step  to  knowledge. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  Board  during  the  next  year, 
to  take  measures  to  remedy,  as  far  as  possible,  these  blots. 

The  number  of  children  on  the  rolls  of  the  different 
schools  in  the  City  amounts  to  5173.  This  shows  an  appa- 
rent decrease  of  numbers  in  the  year.  But  as  greater 
care  has  been  taken  to  prevent  the  jjame  children  from 
being  registered  in  different  schools  when  they  have  re- 
moved from  one  to  another  during  the  year,  this  appa- 
rent will  not  bo  found  to  be  a  real  decrease  in  the  number. 

The  average  attendance  having  been  higher  during 
the  year  1873  than  during  the  year  1872,  is  a  proof 
that  the  number  of  children  attending  the  schopls  has 
not  decreased. 

The  cost  of  maintaining  the  schools  during  the  year 
amounts  to  $66,265.53,  which  includes  the  cost  of  manage- 
ment and  interest  on  the  cost  of  buildings. 

Acting  upon  the  principle  that  the  smaller  children 
should  have  schools  close  to  their  residence,  the  Board  have 
leased  a  school  on  Beech  Street,  and  provided  it  with 
teachers. 

Those  citizens  who  attended  at  the  presentation  of  the 
prized  could  not,  we  think,  fail  to  be  pleased  with  the 
healthy,  cleanlv,  and  intelligent  appearance  of  the  children. 
No  heart,  we  think,  could  fail  to  be  touched  with  the  happy 
little  faces  that  crowded  the  rink  on  that  day. 

Conscious  of  many  failings  in  performing  our  duties  but 
also  conscious  that  nothing  has  been  done  by  us  which  we 
cannot  justify  before  the  public,  we  beg  to  refer  to  the 
annexed  accounts  and  statistical  Tables  for  a  more  com- 
plete detail  of  the  expenditure  of  the  Board  and  its  results. 

JAMES  THOMSON, 

CJMirman, 


fiis.'^  lu-a- 


-■*  -  •:^^* 


ng 
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Supervisor's  Report. 


Extracts  from  the  Report  of  the  Supervisor^   Mr,  J,  /u  BousseUe 
for  the  ScJiool  year  ewling  October  Slst,  as  submitted  to  the  Boards 

"  I  beg  leave  to  read  the  following  statistics  from  the  half-yearly 
Beturns  for  the  term  just  expired  ; 

Acadian  School,    4  teachers.    Enrolled, 


Albro  Street 
Brunswick  St 
Campbell  Road 
•tiity  Street 
Colonial  . 
Convent  . 
Industrial . 
Inglis 
Mason's  Hall  . 
Morris  Street  . 
National  School 
N.  W.Arm  .  . 
Poor's  Asylum . 
Bicbmond  *  . 
Bussell  Street  , 
St  Mary's  .  . 
St  Patrick's .  . 
Zion 


10 

10 

1 

1 

2 

4 

1 

2 

2 

12 

4 

1 

2 

4 

4 

12 

12 

1 

89 


it 
it 
tt 
tt 
*« 
t( 
tt 
tt 
it 
li 
tt 
it 
tt 
tt 
it 
It 
tt 
it 


ollec 

1,  216  Av. 

D.  atten 

.  140.54  p.c 

65.06 

tt 

513 

ft 

350.17    " 

68.26 

ti 

670 

tt 

368.40    " 

64.00 

tt 

21 

tt 

10.00    •' 

48.00 

it 

46 

tt 

28.00    *• 

60.00 

tt 

128 

tt 

69.00    " 

54.00 

it 

235 

t* 

140.00    " 

6aoo 

tt 

59 

tt 

44.84    " 

75.91 

tt 

181 

tt 

62.60    " 

30.00 

it 

96 

•t 

75.60    " 

79.00 

tt 

670 

tt 

450.78    " 

67.28 

it 

204 

t{ 

159.38    " 

78.12 

it 

78 

tt 

45.00    " 

57.50 

u 

37 

tt 

20.17    " 

54.50 

1 1 

272 

•t 

160.44    " 

60.00 

n 

282 

tt 

167.40    " 

59.40 

tt 

730 

It 

612.a5    " 

81.14 

tt 

739 

ft 

583.90    •• 

79.00 

tt 

90 

It 

66.62    " 

62.91 

5173 


3535.19 


68.94 


"  As  compared  'v^'ith  the  Eetums  for  the  last  term,  I  find  an  in- 
crease of  447  enrolled — of  579  average  attendance,  and  of  5.79  in 
the  per  centage  of  attendance — while  if  compared  with  the 
Eetiirns  of  the  corresponding  term  last  year,  it  will  appear  that 
there  is  a  decrease  of  106  enrolled — an  increase  of  43  in  the 
average  attendance,  and  of  8.12  in  the  per  centage.*' 

These  Beturns  in  my  opinion  are  very  satis&ctory,  as  they  show  a 
greater  regularity  in  the  attendance,  and  speak  well  for  the  atten- 
tion of  tne  teachers  generally  to  this  importisint  part  of  their 
duties — and  to  exhibit  this  more  fully,  I  will  give  you  the  per 
centage  of  those  Teachers'  departments  who  have  made  over  60  per 
cent. 


Brother  Morrinos,  St  Mary's 
2d  Dep*mt.  St  Patrick's,  girls 
Brother  Patrick,  St  Patrick's 
1st  Dep'mt  St  Patrick's,  girls 
Mr.  Griffin,  St  Mary^s 
Bro.  Koah, 

2d  Departm't  girls,  St  Mary's 
Brother  Abnis 


«( 


96.82  3d  Dep'mt  girls,  St  Patrick's  86.00 

93.00  Mr.  O'Heam,  St  Mary's  84.40 

91.90  Bro.  Theodore,  St  Patrick's  84.00 

91.00  Miss  Payson,  National  School  84.00 

89.80  4th  Dep^^mt  girls,  St  Patrick's  83L0O 

89.78  Bro.  Christian,  St  Mary's  80.51 

89.00  Mr.  I^ons,  Mason' Han  80.00 

85.53  Bro.  fSnuicis,  St  Patrick's  8S.00 
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OVER  70. 


4ih  Dep'mt  St  Mary's  girls 
Miss  Caldwell,  Albro  Street 
Miss  McClosky,  Albro  Street 
Mr.  O'Connor,  Masons'  Hall 
3rd  Dep'mt  St  Mary's,  girls 
0th  Dep'mt  St  Mary's,  girls 
Mr.  Bishop,  National 
Mr.  Wilson.  Industrial  School 
Miss  Graham 

1st  Bro.  Odorick,  St  Patrick's 
1st  Dep'mt  St  Mary's,  girls 
6th 


(t 


(i 


79.00 
78.00 
77.70 
77.02 
77.00 
77.00 
76.75 
75.91 
75.90 
75.11 
75.00 
74.50 


Mr.  Major,  Morris  Street 
Miss  Torrey,  " 

Mr.  Smithj  Albro  Street 
Sister  Kegina,  Russell  Street 
Miss  Hall,  St  Patrick's 

Stems,  Brunswick  Street 
Creighton«  Albro  Street 
McPhail,  Morris  Street 
Robinson,  Acadian 
Payne  ** 

Miss  Adams,  Morris  Street 
Miss  Warner,  St  Patrick's 


It 


Mrs. 


7a75 
73.54 
72.00 
72.00 
72.09 
71.77 
71.60 
70.6» 
71.47 
70.37 
71.21 
70.06 


OYER   60 


Miss  Sullivan,  Morris  Street 
"    McArthur,  Albro  Street 
"    Gammell,  Brunsw^k.  St 
Mr.  Ross,  Morris  Street 
Miss  Maxwell,  National 
"    M.  L.  Johns,  Albro  St 
"    ArchibaldjBrunswTc  St 
8d  Dep'mt  St  Patrick's,  girls 
Miss  Ryan,  Morris  Street 
Mr.  Artz,  Albro  Street 
Miss  McGregor, BninswTc  St 
2nd  Dep'mt  Convent  School 
Miss  Duggan,  Convent 


09.48 
09.40 
69.00 
09.()0 
08.86 
08.83 
(i8.27 
68.00 
67.86 
67.40 
07.40 
60.40 
66.40 


Miss  M.  A.  Johns,  Morris  St  66.12 
"   McaNab,  Acadian  65.87 

.  "  Donovan,  St  Patrick's  65.00 
Miss  Rousselle,  Morris  Street  64.72 
Mr.  O'Bannyon,  Zion  62.91 

Miss  P.  Johns,  Morris  Street  62.62 
Stanford,  Richmond  62.00 
Logan,  62.54 

Hamilton,  Bninsw'k  St  62.01 
Mr.  McLoughliu  61.08 

Miss  Macintosh  61.00 

Miss  Shields  00.9:3 


So  that  out  of  89  Teachers,  1  (5  made  a  per  centage  of  over  80 — 
4  of  these  being  over  00.  24  made  between  70  and  80,  and  25 
made  bet\^'een  HO  and  70.  T^eaving  24  Teachers  to  range  between 
60  and  the  lowest  made  bv  any  one,  'Mzss  Baker,  of  Inglis  Street 

School,  who  could  only  come  up  to  26,71. 

♦         ♦         ♦'*         «         «         *         ♦         *         * 

J.  K.   ROUSSELLE, 

iiiupervisor  City  Schools 
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HOLIDAYS   AND  VACATIONS. 


Beffulattons  pregcribed  6y  the   Council  of  PubUe  Irutruction  under  the 
mUhority  of  the  ^^  Act  for  the  better  Encouragement  of  JSducatianJ* 


HOLIDAYS. 

1.  The  Queen's  Birth  Day,  Anniversary  of  the  Settlement 
of  Halifax,  Proclaimed  Thanksgiving  Day,  and  Good  Friday. 

2.  When  for  any  cause  the  Board  of  Commissioners  shall 
deem  it  advisable  that  any  prescribed  Teaching  day  should 
be  given  as  a  holiday,  the  school  or  schools  may  be  kept  in 
session  on  the  Saturday  of  the  week  in  which  such  holiday 
has  been  given,  and  such  Saturday  shall  be  held  in  all  respects 
a  legal  teaching  day. 

3.  When,  owing  to  illness,  or  for  any  other  just  cause,  a 
Teacher  has  been  absent  from  school  a  number  of  prescribed 
teaching  days,  the  Board  of  School  Commissioners  may  allow 
such  lost  days  to  bo  made  up  to  the  number  ofsia?  during  any 
term  by  teaching  on  Saturdays — But 

4.  No  school  shall  be  kept  in  session  more  than^t'«  days 
per  week  for  any  two  consecutive  weeks. 

5.  Nor  shall  any  teacher  teach  more  than  Jive  days  per  w^^ik 
on  the  average  during  the  period  of  his  or  her  actual  employ- 
ment in  any  term. 


VACATIONS. 

1.  There  shall  be  a  Christmas  Vacation  of  ten  days,  the 
same  being  week  days  other  than  Saturdays, 

2.  There  shall  be  an  Easter  Vacation  of  three  days,  the 
same  being  week  days  other  than  Saturdays. 

3.  There  shall  be  a  Summer  Vacation,  at  such  time  as 
the  Board  may  determine,  of  twenty-five  days,  the  same 
being  week  days  other  than  Saturdays. 
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Instructions  of  the  Supervisor  of  City  Schools. 


To  visit  the  various  schools  once  or  twice  in  each  month — 
or  oftener  when  directed  by  the  Commissioners. 

To  Examine,  or  be  present  at  the  Examination  of  some  of 
the  Classes  at  each  visit ;  and  such  visit  to  be  not  less  than 
one  hoar,  nor  more  than  three  at  a  time. 

To  make  such  suggestions  to  the  Teachers  as  he  may  con- 
sider desirable  as  to  the  branches  to  be  taught,  the  method 
of  teaching,  the  enforcement  of  order,  discipline,  cleanliness, 
and  a  more  punctual  attendance  of  the  children. 

To  place  before  the  Board  at  their  semi-monthly  meetings 
detailed  reports  of  the  state  of  each  school  as  found  on  the 
occasion  of  visiting.  Those  details  to  be  filled  up  under 
various  headings  in  a  book  kept  at  the  office. 

To  have  a  right  to  examine  the  Eegisters  and  to  ask  such 
questions  in  reference  to  such  schools  as  he  may  think  desir- 
able, to  enable  him  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  his  office. 

Whenever  any  action  requires  to  be  taken  promptly  in 
reference  to  any  of  the  Schools,  he  is  to  be  guided  oy  the 
directions  received  from  tho  School  Visitors  of  that  section 
of  the  city,  or  from  a  majority  of  them. 

To  satisfy  himself,  as  far  as  practicable,  that  the  Schools 
have  been  taught  the  specified  time  each  day,  and  that  the 
Teachers  have  been  in  attendance  at  tho  hours  prescribed 
for  the  commencement  of  School  duties. 

To  be  prepared  to  perform  any  other  duties  in  connection 
with  the  Schools,  or  the  business  of  the  Commissioners  which 
they  may  assign  to  him  from  time  to  time. 


£fa 
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Instructions  to  Teachers  in  the  Public  Schools 

of  Halifax. 


1 .  All  Teachers  are  requested  to  make  themselves  familiar 
with  the  Acts  of  the  Proviuco  relative  to  Education,  the 
amendmehts  thereof,  and  all  such  instructions  as  may  be 
issued  from  time  to  time  by  the  Board  of  School  Commis- 
sioners. 

2,  The  Schools  shall  open  at  9.30  a.m.,  and  close  at  3.30 
p.m.,  with  an  intermission  of  one  hour  in  every  day  between 
12  and  2  p.m. 

o.  Teachers  and  their  assistants  are  required  to  be  in 
their  rc8j)ectivc  school  houses  at  least  80  minutes  before  the 
time  specified  for  beginning  studies,  and  to  open  their  class 
rooms  for  the  reception  of  pupils,  subject  to  all  the  rules  of 
order  for  school  hours,  as  soon  ivs  they  enter  the  rooms. 
The  Principals  shall  report  to  the  Secretary  the  name  of  any 
assistant  'J'eacrhers  who  fail  to  comply  with  this  requirement. 

4.  No  teacher  shall  keep  a  ])rivatc  school. 

5.  All  Teachers  and  assistanis  in  the  Public  Schools  shall 
keep  a  dail}'  record  of  the  character  of  each  pupil's  work, 
his  or  her  deportment,  iind  the  number  of  times  absent  or 
tardy.  The  scale  of  marks  shall  be.  5,  4,  3,  2,  1,  meaning 
respectively,  very  good^  good,  middling,  bad,  very  bad. 

0.  When  the  Schools  are  visited  by  the  Superintendent 
of  Education,  the  Inspector  ot  Schools,  the  Supervisor,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Board,  or  any  of  the  Commissioners  or 
others  authorized  under  section  115  as  Visitors,  the  Teachers 
will  take  care  that  the  pupils  shall  all  rise  upon  such  visitors 
entering  and  leaving  the  class-rooms,  and  that  every  respect 
is  paid  to  all  such  persons  while  inspecting  the  classes. 

7.  It  is  expected  that  the  Teachers  will  exorcise  a  (i^neral 
inspection  over  the  conduct  of  pupils,  not  only  in  the  class- 
rooms, where  the  strictest  order  and  discipline  must  be  at  all, 
times  observed,  but  also  during  recess,  when  in  the  yards, 
and  when  coming  to  and  leaving  their  schools, — they  shall 
also  exert  their  authority  and  influence  to  prevent  all  quar- 
relling and  disagreement,  all  rude  and  noisy  behaviour,  vul- 
gar and  profane  language,  im])roper  games,  and  all  disrespect 
to  citizens  or  strangers.  Teachers  should  remember  ttat 
the  only  proof  the  citizens  generally  can  receive  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  order  and  good  conduct  inculcated  in  their  schools, 
is  from  the  behaviour  of  pupils  on  the  public  streets — and 
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the  Commissioners  beg  to  impress  upon  ail  Teachers  the 
necessity  of  using  their  utmost  cndeavoui*s  to  check  the- 
Doise  and  disorderly  conduct  which,  in  many  instances, 
characterise  the  openirg  and  cloning  hours  of  public  schools. 
To  this  end  they  Hhoiild  see  that  uu  pupils  congregate  about 
the  school  hoases  hofore  or  after  class  hours. 

8.  In  case  of  temporary  illness  or  unavoidable  detention 
from  duty,  Teachers  shall  at  once  notify  the  Secretary  of  the 
Board,  stating  how  long  they  may  probably  be  absent,  and, 
if  possible,  naming  a  substitute. 

9.  The  directions  of  the  Principal,  in  all  schools  where 
there  are  assistants,  shall  be  followed  by  such  assistants  in 
all  matters  relating  to  the  classification  and  discipline,  subject 
to  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners. 

lU.  The  infliction  of  corporal  punishment  should  be 
avoided  in  cases  where  milder  measures  might  serve  the 
same  end.  If,  however,  it  be  found  necessarj'  at  any  time 
to  administer  such  chastisement,  it  sholl  be  the  duty  ot  the 
Teacher  to  keep  a  record  of  the  nature  of  the  offence,  as  also 
of  the  kind  and  degree  of  punishment,  which  record  shall 
be  submitted  to  the  quarterly  examination  of  the  Visiting 
Committee. 

11.  When  the  conduct  of  the  pupil  is  such  as  to  merit 
extraordinary  punishment,  it  shall  bo  in  the  power  of  tne 
Teacher  to  suspend  the  offender  pending  the  decision  of  the 
Board  of  Commissioners,  who  alone  shall  have  the  power  to 
expel.  In  such  cases  the  notice  of  the  suspension  and  all 
the  circumstances  of  the  case  shall  be  immediately  trans- 
mitted to  the  Board  of  Commissioners  through  the  Secretary. 

12.  Teachers  shall  ascertain  the  address  of  the  parents 
or  guardians  of  the  pupils  attending  their  schools,  and  so 
far  as  is  consistent  with  their  other  duties,  endeavour  by 
intercourse  with  them  to  obtain  a  more  intimate  knowledge 
of  the  temperaments,  characteristics,  and  wants  of  their 
aeholars. 

18.  The  Board  reserve  to  themselves  the  right  of  appoint- 
ioff  Teachers  in  the  various  Public  Schools;  and  in  all  cases 
where  it  may  be  deemed  necessary  to  transfer  Teachers  from 
oDe  department  to  another,  such  change  shall  not  be  made 
without  the  knowledge  and  approval  of  the  Board. 

14.  The  Board  ot  School  Commissioners  for  the  City  of 
Halifax,  having  fully  considered  the  large  expenditure  in* 
curred  in  order  to  furnish  gratuitously  the  books  used  by  the 
pupils  attending  the  free  schools  within  the  city,  deem  it 
their  duty  to  instruct  the  Teachers  to  require  their  pupils  to- 
purchase  the  books  which  will  be  supplied  at  cost.  Copy- 
DookSy  slates,  pens,  ink,  and  pen-holders,  slate  pencils,  and 
black-board  chalk,  will  be  furnished  free  of  charge. 
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The  Commissioners  reserre  to  themselTcs  the  right  of  fiirmsb> 
ing  a  gratuitous  supply  of  books  to  those  children  whose  parente 
or  guardians  may  be  represented  as  unable  to  pay  for  them. 

Upon  a  requisition  transmitted  to  the  Secretary,  the  Teachen 
will  be  supplied  with  books,  stationery,  &c.,  when  approved  and 
sanctioned  by  the  Committee  on  Teachers. 

The  respective  Teachers  will  be  inmished  with  a  list  of  prices, 
and  will  be  required  to  make  a  monthly  return  of  the  books  sold 
with  the  sums  received,  and  also  to  sperify  the  quantity  remaining 
on  hand. 

The  books  will  be  supplied  at  cost.  No  book  will  be  delivered 
unless  paid  for  at  the  time,  and  pupils  will  not  be  permitted  to 
take  any  books  from  the  schools  unless  purchased  by  them. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Board,  held  2nd  July,  1P71,  the  following 
additional  regulations  were  adopted : 

1st.  In  case  of  the  illness  of  a  regular  Teacher,  satisfactorily 
showTi  to  the  Board  by  proi)er  medical  certificate,  the  Board  will 
pay  the  whole  salary  of  a  substitute  for  the  first  week  he  or  she 
may  be  employed. 

2nd.  After  the  first  week,  and  for  the  further  period,  not  to 
exceed  three  weeks,  the  Board  will  contribute  one  half  of  the 
8ubstitute*s  pay,  the  other  half  to  be  deducted  from  the  regular 
Teacher's  salary. 

3rd.  After  a  regular  Tea(?her  has  been  ill  for  over  four  weeks 
the  Board  may  consider  whether  it  is  advisable  to  declare  the  post 
held  by  such  regular  Tescher  vacant.  Each  case  to  be  decided  on 
its  own  merits. 

The  Board  of  School  Commissioners  having  instructed  the 
Supervisor  to  prepare  series  of  tickets  for  Attendance  and  Gkxxl 
Conduct  and  tor  proficiency  in  studies,  for  the  pupils  of  ths 
Public  Schools  of  the  city,  the  following  regulations  as  to  the  dis- 
tribution of  these  tickets  have  been  approved  of,  and  ordered  to 
be  sent  to  the  Teachers  for  their  guidance : 

Itit.  The  tickets  for  Attendance  and  Good  Conduct  are  num- 
bered 1,  lO.  100.  No.  1  to  be  given  to  each  pupil  who  answers 
to  roll  call  both  in  the  morning  and  afternoon  sessions,  and  whose 
eonduct  during  the  day  in  school  and  play  ground  has  been  in 
strict  accordance  with  the  rules  of  the  whool.  Pupils  guilty  of 
any  misconduct  during  the  day  will  forfeit  all  right  to  tickets  for 
that  day,  so  also  those  coming  late,  from  whatever  cauu^  excnss 
ifom  home  or  not,  will  also  forfeit  their  tickets  for  Attendanos 
and  Good  Conduct  for  that  day. 

Pupds  gaining  ten  tickets  marked  1,  exchange  them  with  ths 
Teacher  for  one  marked  10,  and  when  they  obtain  ten  No.  10, 
exdiange  for  one  marked  100,  which  will  <;enerally  end  the  School 
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Term,  and  entitle  the  holders  to  a  Testimonial  for  Good  Conduct 
and  Attendance  at  school  during  that  period. 

2nd.  Tickets  for  Lessons  are  numbered  1 ,  2,  8,  4,  5,  25, 100, 
MO.  One  ticket  of  from  No.  1  to  5,  to  be  given  each  day  to 
papils,  according  to  the  judgment  of  the  Teachers  as  to  their 
proficieucy  for  the  day.  When  the  marks  on  these  tickets  amount 
to  25,  exchange  for  one  numbered  25,  four  of  No.  25  exchange  for 
one  of  100,  and  five  of  100  to  one  of  500,  which  will  also  end 
the  Term,  and  entitle  the  holder  to  a  Testimonial  of  merit  for 
progress  in  studies. 

3rd.  It  must  be  distinctly  understood  that  defaced  or  muti- 
lated  tickets  will  not  be  exchanged  by  the  Teachers,  but  declared 
forfeited,  taken  from  the  holders,  marked  with  their  names,  and 
returned  to  the  OiKce  of  the  Board,  at  the  end  of  the  term. 
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Rules  for  the  Guidance  of  Teachers. 


1.  Whenever  any  scholar  is  absent  from  School  the  Teacher 
shall  immediately  ascertain  the  reason,  and  if  such  absence  be  not 
occasioned  by  sickness  or  other  sufficient  cause,  or  is  not  8atisfiM>- 
torily  explained,  and  shall  continue  for  more  than  five  days,  sudi 
pupil  may,  with  the  consent  of  the  Visiting  Committee  of  the 
District,  be  suspended  or  discharged  from  the  School,  and  a  record 
of  such  suspension  or  discharge  shall  be  kept. 

2.  No  pupil  shall  be  admitted  to  the  privilege  of  one  School 
who  has  been  expelled,  or  while  under  suspension,  unless  by  order 
of  the  Board  or  the  Visiting  Committee. 

3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  Teachers  as  far  as  practicable  to 
admit  to  their  Schools  those  pupils  resident  in  the  District  whemin 
the  School  is  situated,  and  not  permit  scholars  to  come  from  other 
sections,  thereby  excluding  those  who  reside  in  the  immediate 
vicinitv  of  the  School. 

4.  Whenever  a  pupil  from  one  School  shall  apply  to  be  ad- 
mitted to  another,  a  certificate  of  transfer  must  be  obtained  fipom 
the  Principal  of  the  School  such  pupil  has  lefl,  or  from  some  mem- 
ber of  the  Visitiner  Committee,  or  from  the  Supervisor.  A  pupil 
shall  not  be  permitted  to  remove  from  one  school  and  ent&r 
another  during  term,  except  under  a  certificate  from  the  Teacher 
of  the  School  such  pupil  shall  leave,  and  with  the  approbation  of 
the  Supervisor  of  Schools  or  some  member  of  the  Visiting  Com- 
mittee endorsed  thereon. 
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Begnlations  for  Cleaning  the  City  School  Houses. 


Ist.  The  floor  of  every  department,  hall,  stairway,  and  lobby 
to  be  thoroughly  Bcrubbed  twice  during  every  month,  and,  with 
the  desks  and  seats,  to  be  swept  and  dusted  every  day.  The 
windows  are  to  be  kept  clean,  and  also  where  used,  the  glass 
partitions. 

2nd.  The  outhouses  and  water  closets  are  to  be  kept  clean  and 
decent.  They  are  to  be  scrubbed  or  washed  whenever  the  Prin- 
cipal or  Head  Teacher  of  the  School  deems  it  necessary. 

drd.  To  make  fires  during  the  season  in  time  to  have  the 
various  rooms  comfortable  for  the  pupils  and  teachers  at  the  hour 
jfor  opening — nine  o'clock,  A.  M. 

4th.  Thoroughly  clear  away  the  snow  from  the  sidewalks  and 
premises  of  the  various  schools ;  also,  where  there  are  such,  from 
entrance  steps  and  stairways,  the  work  to  be  dohe  in  timc^to  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  law  on  the  subiect. 

5th.  Payment  of  salary,  per  month,  will  be  made  on  the  second 
Wednesday  of  every  month,  at  11  o'clock,  A.  M.,  at  the  office  of 
the  Board ;  and  all  persons  employed  in  the  Cleaning  Service 
must  present  themselves  at  the  Office,  at  the  hour  named,  \\  ith 
a  certificate  from  the  Principal  or  Teacher  of  the  several  schools 
in  which  they  are  employed ;  the  certificate  shall  be  entered  in  th^ 
School  Pass  Book,  and  when  the  money  is  paid,  the  Secretary 
shall  sign  the  Book  and  return  it  to  the  custody  of  the  PrincipiJ 
or  Teacher  of  the  School. 

6th.  In  the  event  of  the  Pass  Book  being  unsigned  or  marked 
unsatisfactory,  for  the  month,  by  the  Principal  or  Teacher  of  any 
of  the  Public  Schools,  the  Secretary  is  hereby  empowered  to  with- 
hold payment  for  the  month,  until  the  Committee  on  School 
Bnildings  shall  decide  what  course  shall  be  adopted  thereon. 

7th.  In  the  event  of  continued  complaints  of  negligence  being 
made  against  the  Janitor  of  any  of  the  Public  Schools  by  the 
Principal  or  Head  Teacher,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee 
to  report  the  same  to  the  Board. 
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dee  SeM  Conmissioners.  City  of  Halifiii, 

NOVSMBEB   1st  1873. 

The  Commissioners  of  Schools  for  the  Gitr  of  Hali&x,  haTing 
agreed  upon  the  subjoined  scale  of  Halaries  for  the  Teachers  at 
present  in  the  employment  of  the  Board,  as  also  the  annexed 
Kegulations  for  the  payment  of  all  Teachers  who  may  be  engaged 
after  this  date,  direct  that  fifby  copies  of  tbese  Begulations  with 
the  names  of  the  Teachers,  the  dates  of  appointments,  and  their 
classes  of  license,  be  printed  for  the  information  of  all  whom  it 
may  concern. 

1.  All  Teachers  who  may  be  employed  henceforward  will  be 
paid  according  to  the  scale  of  salaries,  with  the  under- 
standing that  the  proposed  increase  shall  extend  over  a  term 
of  five  years. 

« 

2.  First  Class  Male  Teachers  will  be  paid  S500  a  year  with 
an  increase  of  S40  a  year  for  five  years. 

3.  Second  Class  Male  Teachers  will  receive  S400  for  the  first 
year,  with  increase  of  S20  a  year  until  ih»  amount  reaches  S500» 

4.  First  Cbss  Female  Teachers  will  be  paid  S250  a  year,  with 
an  increase  at  the  rate  of  SdO  a  year  for  five  yearn. 

5.  Second  Class  Female  Teachers  will  be  allowed  S200  bt 
the  first  year,  to  be  increased  S20  a  year  for  five  years. 

6.  No  Teacher  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  during  any  school 
year  the  annual  increase  provided  for  by  the  foregoing  regulationa, 
unless  he  or  she  shall,  during  the  preceding  year  have  maintained 
a  satis&ctory  standard  of  efficiency;  such  standard  to  be  fixed  and 
determined  by  the  Board. 

7.  No  teacher  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  any  such  increaia 
during  any  school  year  who  shall  not  have  been  permanently 
employed  by  the  Board  previous  to  the  summer  vacation  next 
prececung  the  beginning  of  such  school  year. 

The  Board  reserve  ti  themselves  to  decide  according  to  dream- 
stances  the  amount  of  Salary  which  shall  be  paid  to  Male  and 
Female  Teachers  of  the  Third  Class,  and  Assistants,  aa  each  caat 
presents  itself. 

The  Board  shall  have  power  to  dismiss  any  teacher  in  their 
employ  at  any  time,  upon  giving  such  teacher  three  months  nottot 
of  their  intention  so  to  do. 
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REAL    ESTATE. 

OtDned  by  the  Board  of  CommUnoners. 

Morris  Street  School  and  Lots 
Brunswick  St.      " 
Albro  St. 

Bichmond  " 

Kempt  Boad  Lota '' 


Occupied  by  the  Board  for  which  no  rent  ii  paid. 

Campbell  Boad  School 
National  '' 

Inglis  ,     " 

Aca  nan  " 


Buildings  rented  by  the  Board. 

St  Mary's  School,  per  annum $800 

BussellSt      "  378 

St.  Luke's       "  274 

Colonial  "  230 

Vinecove's       "  200 

Masons' Hall  School  160 

Zion  "  140 

City  Street      "  120 

Gonyent  Free  School,  ...••«.•..•.«•••.«•.•  288 

fit.  Patrick's  School,  Lockman St 1050 

Beech  Street  School 160 

Ofice,  49  George  Street  240 
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List  of  Teachers  employed  in  the  Public  Schools, 
with  the  Salaries  paid  to  each. 

Mr.  J.  Z.  BOnSSELLZ,  Snptrvisoi. 


ACADIAN  SCHOOL. 

^iss  Bobinson,  Principal 1st  Class.  ..$450  per  annum. 

"    McNab 2nd    "   ...300 

Mrs.  Payne lat     "   ...  4'.0 

Miss  McDonald 1st   •'   ...310 


ALBRO  STREET  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  McLaughlin,  Principal,  1st  Class...  850 

"   J.  A.  Smith 1st    " 

Miss  C.  Graham 1st 

Mr.  J.  Artz 1st 

Miss  M.  L.  Johns 1st 

K.  McArthur 1st 

M.  Caldwell Ist 

J.  Creighton 1st 

C.  Stanford 2nd 

Mitchell 1st 


14 
tl 
ti 
U 
it 
H 
tt 


BEECH  STREET  SCHOOL, 

Mrs.  Fosterman 2nd  Class...  240 

Miss  Stuart 2nd     "    ...  200 

BRUNSWICK  STREET  SCHOOL. 
Miss  Miller,  Principal 1st  Class  B.  600 


« 


680 

it 

400 

« 

560 

(( 

400 

u 

340 

« 

340 

(( 

310 

•  € 

240 

C( 

250 

u 

4( 


ti 

"  J.  Sterns : Iso  "  C.  400  " 

"  A.  Archibald Ist  "  ...  400  " 

"  A.  P.  Gammell 1st  "  ...400  " 

"  K.  Macintosh Ist  "  B.  370  " 

"  Hamilton Ist  "  C.  310  " 

"  J.  R.  ycArthur Ist  "  ...  340 

"  C.  M.  Gossip 2nd  "  ...  300 

"  H.  McGregor Ist  "  ...  340 

"  Logan Ist  "  ...  280 

CAMPBELL  BOAD  SCHOOL. 
Mr.  J.  T.  Browa Zti  dass...  160 


it 
•t 
it 
it 


t€ 
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CITY  STREET  SCHOOL. 
Alexander 2Dd  Class $220  per  annam. 

COLONIAL    SCHOOL. 

Mr.  M.  MacDonnell Ist  Class 500        " 

"    D.  Keleher 2nd    "    440        ^ 

CONVENT  SCHOOL. 

Mde.  Mere  Julie Ist  Class 390        " 

MlssO'Tooie 1st     "    340 

Mde.  Helene Ist      "    280 

MissDuggan Ist      "    280 


It 
ti 


INDUSTRIAL  NIGHT  SCHOOL. 
Mr.  Wilson '....3rd  Class 252.60    " 

INGLIS  SCHOOL. 

Mrs.  PatersoD Ist  Class 

MissE.  Baker 3rd    "    


MASONS'  HALL  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  O'Connor Ist  Class 

**    J.Lyons Ist     "    


MORRIS  STREET  SCHOOL. 

Mr. C.J.  Major,  Principal.. .1st  Class 

"  Angus  Ross Ist    "    

Mias  Shields 1st    "    

"    A.  McPhail 1st    "    

"    M.A.Johns 1st    "    

"    P.A.John8,Vicc-Prin.l8t    "    

**    L.  Rousselle Ist    "    

"    T.Ryan Ist    "    

"    E.  Torry Ist    "    

**    E.  Adams..... 1st    "'    

**   J.McLeod 2nd  "    

••   Si^llivan 2nd  "    
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NATIONAL  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  XL.M.  Bishop,  Principal...lst  Class... $700  per  ananm. 

Miss  Maxwell Ist    "    ...  400  *  " 

"    A.  McNab 2nd    '•'    ...  300 

"    Payson 2nd    "    ...  240  " 

POOR'S   ASYLUM. 

Mr.  W.  Teas 1st  Class...  600  " 

RICHMOND  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  Greo.Rennels,  Principal.... 1st  Class...  680  " 

Miss  McPherson Ist    "    ...  380  " 

"    E.  Stanford Ist    "    ...  360  " 

"    McCuUoch 1st    "    ...  280  " 

"    Hazel 2nd  "    ...  200  " 

RUSSEL  STREET  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  J.  L.  Walsh,  Principal.. ..Ist  Class...  680  " 

Miss  O'Donoghue 1st    "    ...  310  " 

Sister  Ignatia  Benedicta Ist  Class...  400  " 

Regina 2nd    "    ...  300  " 


M 


ST.  MARY'S  SCHOOL. 

Brother  Christian,  Principal.. .1st  Class...  800  " 

"      Moore Ist    "    ...  680  '« 

"       Noah Ist    •'    ...  540  " 

"      Morrinus Ist    "    ...  640  " 

Mr.  Griffin 1st    "    ...  640  " 

"  O'Hearne Ist    "    ...  640  " 

Bister  Clare Ist    "    ...400  « 

♦*    M.  Eulalie 1st    "    ...  330  " 

•  Stanislaus Ist    "    ...  330  « 

•  Camilla Ist    "    ...  400  ** 

•  Clementina 1st    "    ...  330  ** 
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ST.  PATBICK'S  SCHOOL. 

Brother  Odorick 1st  Class.. .$680  per  annum. 

"      Phillappian Ist    "    ...  640  " 

"      Theodoras Ist    •'    ...  540  " 

"      Patrick let    "    ...  640  " 

Miss  Warner Ist    "    ...370  « 

"   Hall Ist    "    ...  310  « 

Sister  Michael Ist    "    ...  400  " 

"    Mary  Anne 1st    "    ...  400  « 

"    Cleophas Ist    "    ...  330  '* 

'•    Bonaventure 1st    "    ...  330  " 

"    J.  Helene 1st    "    ...  330  " 

Miss  Donovan Ist    "    ...  310  *' 

Mrs.  Guinane,  Assist 3rd    "    ...  250  " 

ZION  SCHOOL. 

Bey.  Josephus  O'Bannyon 2nd  Class...  600  ** 

MUSIC  TEACHEB. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Korton 700  " 
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Table   E. 

Hetum  of  Attendance  far  Half  Year  ended  dOth  April,  1873. 


SCHOOLS. 
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Acadian  .     .    . 
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Brunswick  St. 
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Convent     (free)' 
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Masons'  JIall    .  ! 
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Table  F, 

COMPARATIVE  STATEMENT  OF  THE  ATTENDANCE  AT 
THE  SCHOOLS  FOR  THE  TEARS, 


Ending  Slat 
October. 

No.  of 
Teachers. 

Average  Dally 
Attendance. 

No.  of 
Puplla  on 
Begistera. 

Per  Cent. 

Ezpenditim. 

1866 

35 
45 
60 
76 
80 
83 
87 
87 

1780.96 
2236.41 
2890.57 
3345.70 
3270.20 
3397.42 
3482.12 
3535.19 

2670 
3719 
4472 
5065 
5130 
5181 
5339 
5173 

66.70 
60.13 
64.64 
66.05 
63.74 
65.30 
65.65 
68.34 

21294.62 

1867 

28926.46 

1868 

46917.74 

1869 :... 

57681.80J 
59741.9a 

1870 

1871 

60415.19 

1872 

63413.31 

1873 

66205.53 
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Table  H. 

RECORD  OF  VISITATIONS,  TERM  ENDED  mh  APRIL,  1873. 


Schools. 


Acadian 

Albro  Street 

Brunswick  Street, 
Campbell  Eoad... 

City  Street 

Colonial 

Convent,  Free 

Inclis 

Industrial 

Masons'  Hall 

Morris  Street 

National 

Poor's  Asvlum.... 

Kichmond 

Eussell  Street 

St,  Mary's 

St.  Patrick's 

Zion 

N,  W.  Arm 


Totals. 


«« 

a 
o 

nl 


22 

114 

63 


9 
11 

28 
7 


3 
% 

I 

M 
>> 

n 


9 

161 

33 


15 
44 
37 
1 
2 
6 
3 
8 


i 

e 
t 

m 

n 


16 

36 

38 

2 

3 

12 

6 

13 


33 
52 
56 

70: 

2 
4 


2 
91 

'\ 

13 
18 
30f 
19 
1 
4 


8 

63 

14 

1 

8 

8 

36 

17 
2 
2 


II 

n 


5 

n 


a 
s|  I 

.a  • 


2 

12 

3 


2 

7 

20 


4 

28 

3 


2 
8 

57 
29 


35: 


2; 
25i 

21 


3 

241 
41! 


674 


3151  284 


s 
3 


o 

n 


7'  21 
5  31 
4  13 


5 
7 
1 


46 

68 

29 

4 

1 

2 

55 

47 

2 

20 


3  183  167  352 
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Table  H- — Continued. 
RECORD  OF  VISITATIONS,  TERM  ENDED  Z\$t  OCTR  1873 


s 


Schools. 


p 

o 

I       1   I 

<      e  I 
o  : 


a 


n 


Acadian 10  19} 

Albro  Street '    91'  27 

Brunswick  Street '    63  18 

Campbell  Eoad 3i 

City  Street •     12,  14 

Colonial ,     29  2 

Convent '     32  8, 

Industrial ' ■  1 

Inglis 6 

Masonr;  Hall 8  4 

Morris  Street..  .  108  24 

National i    26i  8 

N.  W.Arm 1 

Poor's  Asylum 1  1 

Kichmond 31  8 

Eussell  Street 28  4 

St.  Mary's !    38.  17 

St,  Patrick's 53  12 

Zion 5  I 

Totals '  535'  177 


i 


s 

£ 

CD 

n 


o    . 

n 


10, 

17: 

25 
1 
6 

14 


13 

8 

32 

o 


1: 
4 


a 


u 
o 


I- 

4 

n 


7 
48 


I 


s 
s 


o 

n 


2i    15 

4i    37 

17i  162 


i 


24 

li 

56i    56 

l! 


4,      4]    38 

30     37i  494 

4,      9     32 


8 

9 

12 

16| 

31 

2 

67 

S4l 

19 

1' 

37 

31 

2., 

»••••! 

3 
221 

213 

196 

1 

1 

8 
24 
73 
99 

2 
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Table  I. 

/MNnme*  on  Sdiool  SuOdmgi  and  f\inatur»  to  Slat  Deeembtr,  1874. 


■Where  InsutM. 

B>t«. 

Empire.. 

esoesaTi. 

awDw. 

Hotaal  OmwAodla  Office. 

"*"•  \ 

Aewliui  BuUdiDg. 

81600            •l.'iOO 

0.55 

« 

AlbroSt.  Building 

eooo         Gooo 

ISO           ino 

.. 

2000         mso 

?im>ito™ !!Z.. 

1000              1000 

Oi^  St.  School 

IdO              ISO 

iob            im 

■■ 

- 

ConTent  School  Building 

3000              3000 

logliB  School  Jltiilding ... 

soo           aoo 

150                150 

" 

■' 

MorriB  St&clwol  Building 

7000              70O0 

8t  ilary'8  Sdiool 

eoo          800 

SL  Pntiick'a  School  Bl'cte 

saoo         S500 

" 

St  Lixke'a  Scllool 

100                100 

"         only  Furniture. 

f 

National  School  Building 

1500              1500 

Eifhninn.l  Sclniol  (11%... 

BuRwll  St.  Building 

2400        !      2400 

"        oolvKmnitcu^. 

ioo        !        100 

Office  of  til,.  l!„Hnt 

"        only  Kurniture. 

iob      j     iob 

Total  Amount 

948537, 50l    «48537,50 
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Table  J. 

School  Ettittuttes  for   Year  ending  20th  AprU^  1S75. 


Teachers' Salaries $37,575  00 

Supervisor 900  00 

Music  Teacher 350  00 

Kent 3.700  00 

Insurance 543  92 

Interest 8,088  00 

Printing  an*l  Advertizing 500  00 

Books  and  Stcitionory 1,200  00 

Industrial  Xiuh::  School 300  00 

Secretary 900  00 

dilice  ML*sseu'j;er...  SO  00 

''     Kent...;. 240  00 

"     FuelandUas  75  00 

"     Stationerv...l00  00 

495  00 

Fuel,  (V.rla;;o  and  Lauor 2/: 00  00 

Cleanin.c,^  ^Srrvico 2,300  00 

Water  h^apply 195  00 

Con lin^L:;  1.^111  and  ili^'cellancous...  1,000  00 

Casual  ilunair.s 2,000  00 

LESS. 

Amounl  iVoni  Com.  of  Poor 200  00 

•'      oi"  Provi.ncid   Grant 7,500  00 


62,046  92 


7,700  00 
854.346  92 


john  ii.  wiujs, 
Secy.  School  Commissioners, 

City  of  Halifax. 


Oftiok  ov  School  GoMKissioinsBs, 


49  Qeobge  Stbbit, 

10th  March,  1874- 


Mt  Dear  Sir, — 

Would  you  kindly  permit  me  to  make  the  ibllcwiug  explaiiation 
suggested  by  you  in  our  conversation  yesterday  relative  to  the 
apparent  diiicrepancies  in  some  of  the  items  of  expenditure  as  ei- 
hibited  in  the  Annual  Report  of  tlm  School  Commissioners  of 
Halifax  City  for  List  year. 

First,  as  to  the  statement  in  the  Chjiirman's  Report  that 
$66,235.58  does  not  come  out  fully  from  tht»  Annual  Tables,  you 
will  perceive  by  turning  to  the  General  Account »  page  32,  that  it 
is  made  up  of  the  two  sums  of  $53,270.80,  which  is  taken 
from  tlio  cost  of  maintenance,  $12,004.73,  page  29,  which 
may  be  called  additional  expenses  incurred  in  carrying  out  the 
ayatem,  and  which  could  not  be  conveniently  distributed  among 
the  various  schools. 

Second — as  to  the  Teachers*  Salaries, — In  the  sum  opposite  this 

item  is  included  14  months'  pay  incurred  in  consequence  of  the 

alteration  from  quarterly  payment  U>  monthly — the  change  took 

place  in  January,  1878. 

J.  K.KOUSSEliLE, 

Supertfisor  City  Schools^ 
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EDUCATION  REPORT. 


EsnCATION  Dbfabtmint, 


HaUfax,  March  187&. 


lo  the  Honorable  2%e  Provineicd  Secretary. 

Sir, — I  beg  to  submit  for  tlio  information  of  His  Honor  thd 
Lieutenant  Governor,  my  Annual  Import  of  the  Educational 
Department  for  the  year  ending  October  Slat,  1874. 

Ab  on  other  occasions,  it  is  in  separate  sections,  as  in  this  way 
the  several  subjects  may  come  under  particular  notice.  In  gen- 
eral I  may  state  that  the  interest  of  education  continues  to  afford 
evidence  of  encouraging  progress;  our  Common  Schools  are  de- 
cidedly more  efficient,  the  people  from  year  to  year  are  attaching 
more  value  to  the  education  of  their  children,  and  showing  less  of 
that  opposition  and  discontent  which  marked  the  history  of  the 
first  few  years  of  our  present  system  of  Common  Schools  ;  and  we 
are  happv  in  having  reason  for  believing  that  it  is  extending  its 
influence  and  exhibiting  a  more  complete  adaptation  to  the  wants 
of  all  classes. 

SCHOOL   SECTIONS. 

By  a  reference  to  table  A  it  will  be  seen  that  during  the  year 
1874  the  number  of  School  Sections  having  school  the  whole  year, 
or  some  part  of  it,  was  1722,  showing  an  increase  of  18  for  the 
year.  A  part  of  this  increase  was  from  the  divisions  of  largo 
sections,  fmm  the  extremes  of  which  children  could  not  attend 
with  any  regularity.  Such  divisions,  when  they  can  be  made,  are 
of  great  advantage,  as  they  bring  the  pupils  nearer  to  the  house^ 
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iiiBure  an  increased  and  more  regular  attendance  and  thus  advanoe 
the  effectiveness  of  the  school.  In  1872  there  were  250  sections 
having  no  school  any  part  of  the  year.  Decided  and  direct  efibrts 
were  made  to  reduce  this  number,  and  the  Keport  of  1873  ex- 
hibited a  very  gratifying  diminution.  I  have  to  regret  that  the 
Beport  of  1874  does  not  show  a  corresponding  decrease,  but  wo 
could  not  reasonably  expect  this,  as  the  sections  dividing  and 
talking  advautage  of  the  kw,  were  those  best  able  to  levy  the 
Sectional  Tax,  while  those  remaining  without  schools  are  either 
the  very  poor,  or  the  almost  hopelessly  careless.  In  the  Beports 
from  the  several  counties  it  is  gratifying  to  learn,  that  generally, 
when  a  section  has  once  established  a  school,  having  erected  a 
house,  and  employed  a  teacher,  it  is  a  rare  occurrence  that  it  so 
lapses  into  former  indifference  as  to  abandon  the  work,  and  lea?e 
the  education  of  the  children  agaiu  unprovided  for. 

The  clause  in  the  Education  Law  as  recently  amended,  making 
it  compulsory  on  certain  sections  to  have  school  for  one  term  in 
the  year,  has  been  enforced  in  a  few  instances  only,  but  it  has 
stimulated  several  sections  to  provide  instruction  according  to  law. 
However  opposed  the  people  may  have  been,  when  as  yet  thn  ad- 
vantage of  a  school  was  unknown,  once  enjoyed,  it  rarely  fails  to 
become  an  object  oi  ambition  and  solicitude  ;  it  must  a iso  be  re- 
membered as  stated  above  that  those  sections  \vhi(;h  entirely  fiiil 
in  making  provision  for  schooling  their  children,  are  for  the  most 
part  among  the  poorest  of  our  population,  or  in  ioi*alitie8  the  most 
remote.  The  circumstance  that  our  school  sections  generally, 
when  schools  are  once  established,  continue  to  sustain  them,  mak- 
ing an  annual  provision  by  levying  a  tax,  and  otherwise  aidiug  in 
their  support,  indicates  a  most  commendable  determinatiou  to 
have  the  children  instructed,  and  that  our  school  system,  which 
aims  to  extend  its  blessings  to  all  classes,  is  coming  to  be  more 
appreciated. 

It  is  true,  the  provision  made  bv  many  sections  is  on  a  sitile  en- 
tirely too  meagre,  teachers  salary,  books,  and  other  appliances  buing 
of  the  most  rigidly  economic  type  ;  yet  comparing  all  this  v^ith 
notions  that  prevailed  but  a  few  years  ago,  the  surprise  is  not  at 
what  is  not  done,  but  at  the  change  and  ad.ancement  almost 
everywhere  apparent.  Improvements  in  public  institutions  are, 
as  a  rule,  tardy,  and  often  in  the  face  of  opposition  and  sometimes 
hostility  ;  nor  have  the  educational  improvements  of  this  age  in  any 
country  been  exceptions  to  the  rule.  !Nova  iScotia  certaiuiy  is  not. 
Enemies  are  to  be  encountered,  and  hostile  influences  met  and  put 
do\Kn  before  that  point  in  our  history  is  reached,  when  school 
sections  will  not  exist  merely  in  name,  but  when  in  them  all  there 
shall  be  provided  the  necessary  equipments  for  a  good  common 
school  education,  adapted  to  the  want  of  the  |)eople. 
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TEACHERS. 

As  already  stated  there  were  1722  sections  provided  with 
•cfaools  in  whole  or  in  part,  during  the  year  1874,  being  an  increase 
of  18  over  the  preceding  year.  During  the  winter  term,  there 
•  were  600  male  and  1111  female  teachers,  with  1551  assisitants. 
Beferring  to  table  II.  it  will  be  seen  that  for  the  winter  term  the 
number  of  teachers  was  82  above  the  nu tuber  ior  the  corres- 
ponding term  of  1^73,  while  the  summer  term  had  an  increase  of  52. 
Though  there  was  a  failure  in  many  sections,  and  an  apathy  in  others, 
in  employing  teachers  holding  license  of  grade  B,  yelitis  gratifying 
to  know  that  during  the  winter  term,  the  number  holding  tnia 
grade,  did  not,  as  in  the  preceding  year,  diminish,  the  returns 
showing  instead  of  a  diminution  a  very  slight  advance.  In  the 
summer  term  there  was  a  decreafle,  but  this  was  to  be  ez|)ected, 
as  causes  which  had  produced  this  result  in  the  past  continued. 
The  salaries  of  first  class  male  teachers  are  steadily,  but  neces- 
sarily advancing,  and  many  trustees  are  unwilling  to  en^^age  any 
teacher  at  a  high  salary.  Our  female  teachers  are  also  becoming 
increasingly  efficient,  and  capable  of  doing  more  and  bettor 
work,  and  on  the  whole,  especially  those  of  grade  C,  are  giving 
very  general  satisfaction,  and  are  therefore  80ught  after  and  pre- 
ferred, more  particularly  for  the  tiummer  Term,  when,  as  in  the 
country,  large  boys  are  kept  home  to  labor  and  schools  are  atten- 
ded chiefly  by  young  children  and  girls  of  a  more  advanced  age. 

A  grade  B  license  does  not  secure  to  a  female  teacher  any  in- 
creased parti cip.ition  in  the  Government  grant,  Grade  B  to  a 
female  being  only  honorary.  Notwithstanding  this  fact  several 
young  ladies  have  been  signally  successful  in  their  examinations,  ani 
we  may  expect  that  at  the  ensuing  term  a  large  number  will  present 
themselves  as  competitors  for  a  grade  which  as  yet  with  rare  excep- 
tions has  been  held  only  by  our  best  male  teachers.  This  laudable 
ambition,  taken  in  connexion  with  ij^e  evidence  increasing  from 
year  to  year,  that  a  lar^e  part  of  our  teachuig  work  is  passing  into 
female  hands,  is  most  encouraging,  as  it  ailbrds  assunmce  that 
ahould  the  work  of  instruction  in  our  Common  Schools  pass  al- 
most wholly  to  female  teachers,  by  diligent  and  persevering 
study  they  are  fitting  themselves,  for  what,  at  present  seems  their 
destined  work,  and  when  it  becomes  such,  it  will  be  in  good 
hands.  Should,  the  Governnient  consent  to  equalize  the  grant,  aa 
suggested  in  another  part  of  this  report,  and  pay  the  holders  of 
license  irresj)ective  of  sex.  a  very  strong  inducement  will  be  given 
to  stimulate  yet  further  this  very  laudable  ambition,  and  soon  we 
may  expect  a  large  and  very  eflective  clasR  of  females  holding 
grade  B  license,  and  well  prepared  for  the  work  required. 
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The  tables  show  a  gradual  increase  in  the  number  of  femife 
teachers,  and  we  may  here  remark,  that  an  increase  in  the  number 
of  female  over  male  teachers  is  remarkable  both  in  England  and 
the  United  States,  especially  in  the  last  named  country,  where  ac- 
oeptiug  this  as  inevitable  thej  are  making  provision  on  a  most 
liberal  scale  tor  higher  female  education,  and  establishing  Nomnl 
Schools  especially  for  the  training  of  female  instructorB  for  their 
higher  schools.  In  these  efibrts,  as  far  as  past  experience  war- 
rants conclusions,  the  best  results  may  be  expected.  The  influence 
of  a  well  educated  woman  is  always  elevating  and  retining,  while  her 
ability  to  govern  children  kindly  and  wisely  is  confessed,  espedallj 
where  parents  take  an  interest  in  the  education  of  their  children, 
and  aim  to  unite  in  the  discipline  necessary  to  successful  school 
work,  its  two  important  elements,  decision  and  afiection. 

ATTENDANCE. 

As  it  is  convenient  to  compare  several  years,  I  insert  as  in  hut 
year's  report  a  table,  shewing  the  attendance  at  our  Public  Sdiools 
since  the  year  1866 : — 


No.  of  Papils 

rtgistend  in 

Wibter. 

1866 45131 

1867 61718 

1868 65083 

1869 72756 

1870 74321 

1871 74759 

1872 70780 

1873 70329 

1874 72645 


Mo.  of  PapllH 

rc^sterod  in 

Mommor. 

56017 
70075 
72141 
75523 
76237 
77235 
76496 
78266 
79910 


No.  IMffjreBl 
Papilt 
during  the 

71059 
83048 
88707 
93731 
94496 
92858 
91637 
93769 
93512 


By  an  inspection  of  the  above  figures,  it  viill  be  seen  that  the 
number  of  registered  pupils  for  both  winter  and  summer  term  is 
in  advance  of  last  year,  2«S  1 6  and  1 644  respectively ;  whilejthe 
whole  number,  which  includes  the  irregular  attendance  was  247 
below  the  corresponding  number  for  1873,  that  is,  the  attendance 
is  gradually  becoming  more  regular ;  and  this  is  further  apparent 
in  the  fact,  that  the  average  attendance  of  pupils  daily  present 
exhibits  for  the  year,  an  increase  of  3195.6  for  the  winter,  and 
2304.6  for  the  summer  term.  This  increased  attendance  and  re- 
gularity is,  on  the  whole,  one  of  the  most  gratifying  features  injthe 
school  operations  for  the  year. 


In  some  counties  where  the  people  depend  largely  on  lumbering 
and  mining  cpcrations,  employment  during  the   past  year 
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scarce  and  the  wages  diminished.  As  a  consequence  the  schools  in 
racli  places  were  poorly  provided  for.  Doll  times  dispirit  the 
working  ckss,  and  neglect  of  the  school  is  almost  sure  to  fol- 
low. It  is,  however,  to  be  lamented  that  in  some  comparatiTelj 
wealthy  and  populous  sections  irregularity  in  attending  school  haa 
been  almost  the  rule,  rather  than  the  exception.  The  following 
extracts  from  the  reports  of  several  inspectors  will  exhibit  in  soma 
measure  the  extent  of  this  failure,  and  the  views  taken  in  referenca 
to  it  bj  those  whose  duties  bring  them  directly  into  contact  with- 
an  evil  justly  regarded  as  a  great  drawback  to  educaticMial  success : 

Mr.  Moore  of  Annapolis  writes  as  follows  : 

Attendance, — In  this  particular  no  improvement  can  be  reported.  Diir^ 
ing  the  Winter  Term  the  per  centage  of  enrolled  pupils  daily  pi^esent  was 
but  68.5,  and  during  the  Summer  Term  it  was  a  litue  better,  bein^  onlj 
4K).  1.  The  number  of  children  between^ve  omd fifteen  years  of  a|<e  report- 
ed not  at  school  in  sedione  having  schools,  was  even  greater  than  during  fha 
Srevious  year,  being  no  less  than  6^  during  the  Winter  Term  and  644 
nring  the  Summer  Term.  This  state  of  facts  elicited  from  the  Board  o£ 
fichool  Commissioners  for  Annapolis  West  at  the  semi-annnii  meetinff  in 
May  last,  an  expression  which  is  contained  in  the  following  extract  takeii 
from  the  minutes  of  that  meeting.  *'  The  Inspector  having  reported  that 
the  number  of  pupils  daily  present  at  school  during  the  Term  was  leaii 
than  Ufty-two  per  cent,  of  number  registered,  it  was  on  motion  of  P.  Ben- 
nett, fisq.,  seconded  by  A.  Troop,  Esq.,  unanimously  resolved,  thatin  yiew 
of  such  small  average  attendnnce  of  pupils  at  the  Public  Schools  in  thiji 
District,  this  Board  recommend  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  to  cause 
such  measures  to  be  adopted  as  may  seem  expedient,  to  ensure  a  more 
regular  attendance  of  punils  at  our  Public  Schools.^  It  is  a  notorious  fact 
that  a  large  majority  of  the  most  illiterate  and  indigent  members  of  society 
whom  free  schools  were  especially  designed  to  benefit,  will  not  avail  them- 
selves of  the  advantages  thus  placed  within  their  reach,  as  they  shoukt. 
A  judicious  measure  for  the  compulsor^r  attendance  of  sJl  children  at  oar 
public  schools  should  engage  the  attention  of  our  legislators.  The  nee- 
cessity  for  such  legislation  is  quite  apparent. 

Mr.  Gunn,  of  Inverness,  says  : 

School  Attendance, — Between  the  ages  of  5  and  15  there  are  5322  pupiie 
in  the  county ;  6329  different  pupils  attended  school  during  some  porUon 
of  the  year ;  479  male  and  427  females  were  registered  durmg  the  winter 
term  who  did  not  attend  at  all  during  the  summer  term.  The  summer 
absentees  were  for  the  most  part  over  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  their  ser- 
vices were  generally  re<}uired  to  attend  to  several  home  industries.  The 
total  attendance  of  pupils  during  the  summer  term  was  several  himdreda 
in  excess  of  the  winter  enrollment — the  numbers  being  5316  (2788  boye 
and  2428  girls)  for  the  former  and  4599  (2589  boys  and  1980  girls;  for  the 
latter.  C^er  the  corresponding  term  of  the  previous  year  there  has  been 
aa  excess  in  registration  of  64  pupils  for  the  winter,  and  230  for  the  sum- 
mer term,  the  latter  being  a  higher  ratio  of  increase  in  attendance  than 
has  been  reported  on  any  previous  occasion. 

Mr.  Little  of  Colchester  writes  : 

Attendance. — Irregularity  in  attendance  is  a  complaint  heard  in  erei^f 
section.  The  friends  of  education  have  long  cherished  a  hope,  that  aa 
the  people  became  more  fully  alirt  to  the  importance  of  regularity  ia  at- 
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tendftnee,  thoy  would  uro  every  effort  to  attain  it ;  but,  unfortanatAly, 
during  the  last  four  or  five  years  little  or  no  improvement  has  been  ap- 
parent. The  cause  for  tlie  repeated  absence  of  many  pupils  seems  to  oe 
unknown  to  both  trustees  and  teacher  To  say  they  are  required  at  home 
does  not  account  for  it,  for  in  many'  sections  having  pood  teachers  and 
ample  accomodation,  the  number  of  children  seen  piaymg  about  the  loadi 
outoumber  the  pupils  attending  the  school. 

Mr.  Hartshome  of  Guysborough  writes : 

u^^ndbncv.— The  number  of  children  at  school  some  portion  of  the  year 
was  3,605,  or  one  in  evory  4.6  of  the  population,  per  last  census ;  which  I 
believe  has  been  the  largest  attendance  under  the  present  law.  Still  the 
attendance  is  not  what  it  should  have  been.  There  were  in  the  summer 
term  649  pupils  in  sections  having  schools,  who  did  not  attend  school. 
For  the  benefit  of  these  children  especially,  a  compulsory  law^  is  required. 
I  think  the  parents  should  be  compelled  to  send  their  children  to  school 
•ome  portion  of  the  year.  Without  such  a  law  their  children  will  bo 
allowed  to  grow  up  in  ignorance.  In  most  of  the  sections  I  have  found 
UiA  average  attendance  pretty  good  up  to  the  summer  vacation  but  aflsr 
that  i)eriod  there  is  h  sad  fiilliug  off.  There  is  also  a  great  falling  oflf  at 
the  time  of  >>erry  picking.  I  visited  several  sections  at  that  time,  in  which 
there  were  from  40  to  60  pupils  registered ;  1  found  but  from  ten  to  fifteen 

8 resent,  and  those  generally  of  the  junior  class.  In  the  colored  section 
[o.  34  Tracadie,  school  has  been  in  oi)eration  during  the  summer  term  for 
the  first  time.  There  were  67  registered  pupils,  average  attendance  39. 
The  progress  made  in  this  school  has  been  very  satisfactory,  and  the 
pupils  are  very  well  sup])lied  with  books,  &c. 

Mr.  Doane  of  Hhelburne  writes  : 

Of  the  children  not  at  school  the  returns  state  there  were  495  in  winter 
and  493  in  summer,  I)esides  others  in  sections  from  which  there  is  no  re- 
port. These  will  probably  sweU  the  number  to  ahout  600  not  in  atten- 
dance at  any  school.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  some  means  cannot  be  de- 
vised by  which  thetio  ^'  neglected  ones  ^  should  have  the  benefit  of  some 
school  education.  It  in  sad  to  see  children  playing  abcut  the  streets  with- 
in sight  of  the  school  house,  merely  l>ecaufle  **  they  don^  want  to  go  to 
achool,^  or  because  their  parents  are  indifferent  to  their  educational  wel- 
fare.    For  such,  at  least,  compulsory  attendance  would  be  a  blessing. 

Mr.  Condon  of  Halifax  says  ; 

Se^ooU.— You  will  be  pleased  to  learn  that  there  has  1)een  quite  an  in- 
crease  in  the  number  of  schools  in  the  summer  term  of  1874  as  compared 
with  that  of  1873,  the  record  of  which  stands  thus  :— 

1873 95 

1874 105 

Attendance. — The  average  of  attendance  has  also  somewhat  improved, 
but  is  still  far  below  what  it  ought  to  be,  if  we  are  ever  to  take  rank  as 
an  educated  country. 

Dr.  Andrews  of  Queens  writes : 

Attendance. — ^The  inadequacy  of  the  presi^nt  law  in  securing  a  regolar 
attendance  is  increasingly  felt.  Tliis  irregularitv  is  manifestly  appeient 
la  the  disparity  between  the  numbers  rei:istere(f  and  the  avera^  attead" 
aaoe.  Much  has  been  said  upon  this  question  and  much  remains  to  be 
done,  as  it  is  one  of  vital  importance  to  the  schools. 


••• 
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On  non-afctendance,  Mr.  McDonald,  of  Pictou,  writes  as  fol- 
lows: 

Nonr Attendance, — ^The  Abstracts  show  that  there  were  in  sections  haTinf 
schools,  1555  children  of  school  age  not  in  school  at  all  during  the  Winter 
Term,  and  1509  duriDg  the  summer.  Total  number  from  5  to  15  years  of. 
s^e  in  sections  having  schools  was  7798,  of  which  number  5688  attended 
school,  leaving  2110  that  did  not  This  fact  speaks  more  powerfully  than 
any  sensational  remarks  can  do.  '*  Tell  it  not  in  Gath,  publish  it  not  in 
thestreetsofAskelon,"  that  in  the  County  of  Pictou  there  are  2110  chil- 
dren of  school  age,  growing  up  in  ignorance  within  easy  access  to  th* 
schools,  which  are  as  free  to  them  as  the  air  they  breathe. 

Instances  have  come  to  my  knowledge  of  families  ^  ithin  half  a  mile  of 
the  school-house,  with  from  3  to  5  children  that  might  attend  regularly, 
and  not  one  attended  during  the  term.  The  Trustees  knew  no  reason  for 
their  being  withheld.  I  met  with  a  similar  case  and  upon  enquiring  tha 
cause  received  the  significant  answer,  '*  one  thing  and  another  always  kept 
them  home." 

We  also  beg  to  direct  particular  attention  to  the  Keport  of  the 
Eev.  Mr.  Darragh.  of  Cumberland.  (See  apptndLv  A.) 

As  yet  but  few  Trustees  have  availed  themselves  of  the  pro* 
vision  made  in  the  recently  amended  act,  under  section  59,  of 
which  every  school  section  containing  twelve  or  more  children  over 
five  years  of  age,  and  having  taxable  property  to  the  value  of  four 
thonsand  dollars,  must  have  a  public  school  for  at  least  one  term 
in  the  year;  And  by  section  40  the  sum  required  for  such 
schools,  if  the  people  object  to  its  being  a  tax,  may  be  named  by 
the  trustees,  and  sanctioned  by  the  commissioners  for  the  county, 
and  then  levied  on  the  section,  as  if  voted  at  a  regular  annual 
meeting.  These  clauses  in  the  Amended  Act  received  the  unani- 
mous approval  of  inspectors  and  other  friends  of  public  schools,  in 
various  parts  of  the  province  ;  and  it  was  hoped  that  a  number  or 
sections  would  be  benefited  thereby,  a  few  have  availed  themselves 
of  the  provision  thus  made,  others  have  acted  voluntarily  to  escape 
compulsion,  and  in  this  way  these  clauses  have  accomplished  good 
not  immediately  observable.  This  compulsory  provision  will  not, 
I  trust,  be  lost  sight  of  by  Inspectors  and  Commissioners,  who  it 
is  hoped,  at  proper  times  will  see  that  the  requirements  of  the  law 
are  respected  and  that  negligent  and  reluctant  trustees  and  rate- 
payers come  up  to  duty. 

In  several  reports  from  the  County  Inspectors,  as  already 
quoted,  wf^  find  attention  directed  to  the  irregular  attendance  of 
pnpils,  and  the  resulting  evils.  The  remedy  very  generally  pro- 
posed and  urged,  is  legislative  enactment;  a  large  number  of  the 
friends  of  education  having  for  several  years  advocated  and  urged 
the  passage  of  a  law  making  attendance  at  school  for  some  part  of 
the  year  compulsory.  The  zeal  for  public  good,  and  interest  in  the 
wel&re  of  the  youth  of  the  Province,  of  those  who  advocate  and 
urge  a  compulsory  law,  are  worthy  of  all  praise  and  thnir  numbe 
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and  influence  demand  for  the  scheme  advocated  a  careful  and 
matured  examination.  It  must  not  on  the  other  hand,  be  forgotten 
that  numbers,  perhaps  equally  large,  influential  and  intelligent, 
of  the  most  devoted  and  earnest  supporters  of  public  free  schools, 
are  decided  in  opinions  and  convictions,  hostile  to  the  compulsory 
plan.    The  arguments  urged  by  those  holding  either  opinion  are 
well  known,  and  as  this  subject  has  for  several  years  been  kept 
steadily  before  the  public,  there  is  no  necessity  for  again  stating 
well  know  n  views  and  oft-repeated  arguments.    On  former  occa- 
sions we  have  suggested  the  necessity  of  keeping  this  compulsory 
measure  in  view,  that  when  the  time  for  Legislation  seems  oppor- 
tune a  law  may  be  passed  which  can  be  enforced  with  little  oppo- 
sition from  contumacious  tax-payers  and  careless  parents.      It 
must  be  admitted  that  a  compulsory  law,  unless  put  in  force,  had 
better  not  have  a  place  on  our  Statute  Book  ;  it  would  be  espe- 
cially directed   against  sections  very  remote,  and  in  many  cases 
almost  inaccessible  to  those    having    authority,     upon     whom 
would  necessarily  devolve  the  duty  of  enforcing  it,  and  also  against 
persons  persevering  and  unscrupnlous   in   their  hostility  to  any 
measure,    having    the   semblance    of    an  abridgment    of  what 
they  falsely  regard  as  an  inalienable  parental  right  to  bring  up 
their  children  as  they  think  best;   therefore  unless  there  were 
strength  in  the  educational  authorities  of  the  several  Counties,  that 
is,  in  the  combined  energy  and  influence  of  Commissioners  and 
Inspectors  to  make  the  compulsory  Act  an  operative  feature  in 
our  school   system,  its  existence  on   our  Statute   Book  would 
evidently   do  more  harm   than  good.    I  entirely  concur  in  the 
opinions  so  often  expressed  by  the  Inspectors  in  their  difierent 
reports,  as  to  the  benefit  of  a  compulsory  law,  could  such  be 
enforced,  but  differ  with  them  merely  as  to  the  time  when  such  a 
measure  should  become  the  law  of  the  land ;  I  am  nevertheless  per- 
suaded  that  we  are  rapidly  approaching  the  time  when  this  measure 
may  safely,  and  with  a  reasonable  prospect  of  success,  engage  the 
attention  of  our  Legislature.    At  the  present  day  public  necessities 
rapidly      develop     themselves,    and     objections     to     such     a 
reasonable  measure  as  compulsory  education  may  rapidly  diminish. 
We  may  therefore  indulge  the  hope  that  it  will  not  be  long  ere 
the  public  mind  is   sufficiently  educated   on  this  matter  to  make 
compulsory  attendance  in  our  public  schools  acceptable  to  men  of 
all  classes. 

SCHOOL    STUDIES, 

Table  VI  exhibits  the  course  of  study  in  our  Public  Schools. 
As  fiir  as  this  cour^te  extends,  it  is,  we  t  hink,  on  the  whole  adapted 
to  the  present  re({uirements  of  the  Province.  A  compariaon  of 
these  tables  as  presi'^nted  in  the  Annual  Beports  of  a  few  post 
years,  will   shew  a  very    murked   advancement  in  the  higher 
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branches  of  common  school  studies,  Advanced  Arithmetic,  Algebra, 
Oeometry,  and  History,  are  now  generally,  and  we  know,  success- 
frilly  taught,  while  there  are  few  schools  indeed  in  which  History, 
Grammar,  Geography  and  Arithmetic,  do  not  comprise  a  part  of 
the  ordinary  work  of  each  day.  The  solicitude  we  now  ieel  is  not 
so  much  to  see  the  branches  of  study  here  named  take  a  higher 
range,  this  must  follow  as  the  result  of  constant  and  thorough 
work,  but  rather  to  have  them  taught  with  an  increased  thorough- 
ness. Accuracy  aud  neatness  ought  to  be  among  the  iodispens- 
able  pre-requisites  to  a  good  standing  in  every  school ;  if  but 
little  work  is  done.  Jet  that  little  be-^  well  done.  For  this 
thoroughness  we  must  necessarily  depend  on  the  teacher; 
inspectors  and  visitors  may  urge,  aud  press  it,  yet  it  remains  with 
the  teacher  to  make  it  a  blessiug  realized.  From  this  view  of  the 
work  we  see  the  importance  of  having  teachers  well  trained, 
the  schools  thoroughly  inspected,  and  school  houses  well  supplied 
with  school  apparatus. 

Our  public  schools  are  not  expected  to  supply  a  classical  edu- 
cation, or  indeed  to  teach  classics  at  all,  yet  in  a  number  of  schools 
there  are  teachers  quite  competent  to  give  classical  instruction 
and  who  most  cheerfully  do  so  when  required.  A  large  number  of 
College  Students  teach  during  the  summer  vacation,  abd  generally 
prefer  a  school  in  which  the  higher  branches  of  education  are 
taught.  Trustees  therefore  have  an  opportunity,  especially  dur- 
ing the  summer  term,  of  engaging  at  moderate  salaries  instructors 
in  the  classics  and  advanced  mathematics.  Notwithstanding  our 
public  schools  do  not  profess  to  provide  classical  instructions  yet 
m  table  Yl.  it  appears  that  in  the  v^inter  lerm  of  1874  there  were 
559  studying  Latin,  and  in  the  summer  term  547.  As  yet  there  is 
but  the  most  meagre  provitfion,  if  it  may  be  so  designated  at  all, 
•even  in  our  best  schools,  to  supply  a  speciality  now  greatly  needed 
in  all  our  larger  towns  and  coinmuoities.  1  refer  to  instruction  in 
mechanical  and  tree  hand  drawing.  In  England  and  in  the 
United  States,  to  say  nothing  of  the  importance  given  to  it  in  all 
the  improved  educational  systems  on  the  Continent  of  Europe, 
drawing  is  now  regarded  as  an  essential  part  of  ihe  common 
school  education,  and  teachers   are  required  to  fit  themselves  to 

f'ye  instruction  in,  at  least  the  elementary  principles  of  this  art. 
shall  make  some  further  remarks  on  this  subject  in  another  part 
of  this  report.  On  the  whole  our  curriculum  Df  study  is  very  well 
adapted  to  the  present  wants  of  our  population,  at  the  same  time, 
efforts  should  be  made  to  engraft  on  the  course,  drawing,  and  to 
make  navigation,  agricultural  chemistry,  and  practical  mathe- 
Biatics  more  prominent,  and  to  encourage  teachers  to  fit  them- 
selves to  make  teaching  in  these  branches  a  part  of  their  ordinary 
work.  We  profess  to  provide  for  the  last  three,  but  the  means  are 
altogether  inadequate  to  what  ought  to  be  the  demands  of  our 
joun^  men  for  such  studies. 
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EXAMINATION  OF  TEACHERS. 

The  entire  interest  of  the  school  ud doubt edly  centres  in  the 
teacher;  it  is  neither  more  nor  le^  than  what  he  makes  it. 
Orants,  apparatus,  buildings,  and  all  equipments  may  be  of  the  first 
class,  but  ntt-er  nil,  ihe  teacher  is  the  point  upon  which  the  sue- 
cefiis  of  the  school  hinges,  and  the  yearly  history  of  our  school 
operations,  will,  if  they  teach  us  anything  on  this  point,  demon- 
strate what  we  now  say.  Admitting  this,  and  it  may  be  assu- 
med, then  the  examination  and  lic?nsing  of  teachers  become 
of  the  Hrst  importance.  But  where  higher  silaries  are  de- 
manded aTid  increased  efforts  mad^  that  our  schools  may  meet 
the  necessities  of  the  times,  the  understanding  should  be  that  this 
demand  is  made  because  teachers  are  really,  from  a  better  fitness  for, 
and  adaptiUtion  to  their  work,  worth  more,  and  that  each  year  as  a 
class  they  are  attaining  a  higher  culture,  gathering  in  new  srores 
of  knowledge  and  bringing  with  them  to  the  service  of  the  section, 
to  ensure  success,  elements  of  increased  worth.  Great  care  should 
be  taken  that  our  teachers  possess  those  qualific*ations  which  under 
ordinary  circumstances  insure  the  expected  results.  In  the  ordinary 
business  of  life  we  work  on  thisprinc)ple,a  nd  expectsuccess  according 
to  the  means  employed  to  secure  it,  and  this  simple  but  uise  rule 
should  certainly  apply  to  the  employment  of  teachers.  We  should 
expect  success,  junt  as  we  bring  to  the  work  of  instruction  a  class  of 
teachers  quiilitied  for  their  undertaking.  In  order  to  thi^i  oar 
yearly  examination  is  cotiducted  with  all  possible  care,  aud 
especially  in  the  higher  graces,  the  exercises  aim  to  exhibit  the 
actual  scholarship  of  the  candidates. 

By  referring  to  table  XXI.  it  will  be  seen  that  in  the  exami- 
nation of  July  last  1198  candidates  for  all  grades  were  examined. 
Of  these  594  succeeded  in  obt4iitung  some  grade,  604  failed  alto- 
gether while  293  obtained  the  grade  applied  for.  But  any  exami- 
nation, however  rigid,  and  carefully  conducted,  is  but  atesc  of  mere 
educational  attainment,  and  cannot  exhibit  ability  to  impart 
instruction  m  the  school  room.  Literary  attainments  and 
teaching  ability  are  qualifications  very  often  widely  sundered,  and 
yet  the  possession  of  both  is  necessary  to  success  A  natural  tact 
for  teaching  cannot  be  regarded  as  an  off:t;-^t  to  the  want  of  proper 
literary  qualifications  ;  nor  should  literary  attainments,  however 
advanced,  be  accepted  as  a  guarantee  for  success  in  the  absence  of 
a  certain  degree  of  tact  for  imparting  instruction  ;  but  the  posses- 
sion ot  both,  however,  to  any  very  great  extent  is  of  somewhat  rare 
occurrence.  How  necessary  theretbre  that  we  learn  to  appreciate 
the  united  possession  of  these  qualifications,  and  as  soon  le 
possible  come  to  regard  it  as  of  more  value  than  silver. 
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Our  Normal  School  training  is  developing  in  candidates  for 
license  these  two  important  elements.  For  a  term  of  nine  mouths, 
the  pupils  of  this  institution  receive  literary  and  professional 
induing,  in  many  cases  making  the  latter  a  speciality  for  the  study 
of  which  they  go  at  regular  and  frequent  periods  to  the  Model 
School,  and  there,  under  the  practised  eye  of  the  Principal  or  on^ 
of  the  Professors,  take  charge  of  a  class,  putting  it  through  certain 
prescribed  lessons,  and  doing  the  work  subject  to  the  inspection 
ot  a  well  trained  teacher.  This  feature  in  Normal  School 
inhtruction  is  telling  fiivorably  upon  the  professional  value 
of  the  pupils,  and  hence  upon  our  school  system  generally. 
Pupils  thus  trained,  are  generally  successful  in  their  examination, 
ana  bringing  to  the  school  work  their  professional  training  are 
found  apt  to  teach,  and  are  among  our  most  successful  instruc- 
tors. Trustees  are  realizing  this,  and  when  a  very  good  school  is 
especially  demanded  a  Normal  School  teacher  is  the  first  inquired 
for. 

From  year  to  year  some  of  our  Inspectors  urge  the  desirableness 
of  striking  altogether  from  our  grades  of  teachers  that  of  E,  or 
third  class  female,  as  being  too  low  to  secure  any  lasting  benii'fit. 
At  times  I  also  have  been  somewhat  favorable  to  this  modification 
and  have  felt  that  grade  E  should  be  discontinued,  but  at  other  times, 
circumstances  come  to  my  notice,  tliat  induce  me  to  hesitate,  and 
now  I  am  inc'ined  to  believe  that  for  some  time  yet  this  grade  may 
be  needed.  We  have  so  many  poor  and  scattered  districts  in 
which,  if  such  teachers  were  not  obtainable,  there  w^ould  not  be  a 
flchool  at  all  and  the  children  in  'consequence  left  entirely  unprovided 
for.  In  such  sections  teachers  of  grade  E,  very  often  fill  an  important 
place.  It  may  be  added,  that  few  hold  this  grade  long,  but 
make  it  the  begiuning  of  a  successful  ascent,  or  it  is  the  early 
development  of  an  ambition  which  leads  to  the  Normal  School 
and  to  the  possession  of  a  first  class  license. 

While  on  the  subject  of  examination  1  beg  to  repeat  what  has 
been  suggested  on  a  former  occasion  relative  to  the  examination  of 
CoUeofe  Graduates.  We  ought  to  assume,  without  any  fear  of 
imperilling  the  interest  we  wish  to  guard,  that,  as  far  as  literary  quali- 
fications are  demanded.  College  Graduates  are  not  only  equal 
to  any  who  have  not  had  the  advantage  of  a  College  course,  but, 
that  they  are  very  far  in  advance  of  the  general  class  of  candidates 
who  present  themselves  for  examination  for  license  to  teach  in 
our  public  schools.  To  obtain  a  Colle^^e  degree,  students  must 
pass  a  test  much  more  severe  and  extended  than  any  Provincial 
examination  can  possibly  be,  and  that  too,  under  the  eye  of 
Firofessors  who,  to  guard  the  interest  of  their  College  would  by  no 
means  confer  its  honors  upon  the  undeserving  and  unworthy,  and  we 
cannot  but  think  that  the  examination,  except  on  professional  wot  k| 
required  of  College  Graduates    is    alike    unjust  to  graduates, 
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and  disFespectful  to  the  College  whose  diplomas  are  made  to  paw 
for  nothing  in  Conmion  School  matters.  There  certainly  should 
be  an  examination  on  professional  work,  and  that  ought 
to  satisfy  any  intelligent  and  reasonable  Board.  We  beg  again  to 
commend  this  suggestion  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the 
Government,  and  cannot  but  hope  that  so  unreasonable  a  feature 
in  our  syllabus  of  examination,  will  be  removed. 


HALIFAX  CITY  SCHOOLS, 

The  Keport  of  the  Commissioners  of  Schools  for  the  City,  ot 
Hali&x  exhibits  for  the  year  past  very  satisfactory  progres,  and  we 
would  especially  refer  to  the  remarks  of  the  Chairman  as  printed  in  the 
appendix.  The  claimants  for  educational  progress  have  very  persever- 
iugly  and  decidedly  demanded  that  the  Commissioners  should  bestir 
themselves  in  the  establishment  of  a  High  School,  and  thus  supple- 
ment common  school  instruction  with  provision  for  teaching  classics 
and  higher  mathematics.  They  demanded, and  we  think  justly,  that 
schools  should  be  opened,  where  without  additional  expense,  the 
youth  of  Halikx  m^ht  fit  themselves  for  coUege. 

« 
The  want  of  such  a  school  has  been  long  felt,  and  its  establish- 
ment often  urged  in  the  annual  report.  The  difficulty  which  the 
commissioners  had  to  meet,  ^^as  neither  a  spirit  hostile  to  higher 
education,  nor  the  want  of  a  disposv,ti'>n  to  sustain  a  high  school, 
but  rather  the  absentee  of  a  well  digested  scheme  for  the  successful 
working  of  such  a  school.  There  were  indeed  very  many  advocates 
of  a  high  school  but  each  being  wedded  to  his  own  opinion,  as  it 
usual  in  such  cases,  nothing  was  done.  1  am  happy  now  to  be 
able  to  report  that  this  matter  has  been  taken  in  band  by  the 
Commissioners,  and  that  two  well-qualified  classical  teachers  hold- 
ing license  of  grade  A.  have  boen  c-ngaged,  and  are  now  doing  high 
school  work  in  the  schools  of  Morris  and  Albro  Streets. 

The  arrangements  now  made  for  engrafting  these  classical  schools 
upon  our  city  system  commend  themselves  to  the  advocates  of 
school  progress,  as  with  the  additional  expense  of  salaries  only,  the 
long  desired  work  is  fairly  inaugurated,  the  room  in  the  two  build^ 
ings  being  sufficient  for  present  accommodation.  These  two  classi- 
cal schools  will  no  doubt  enlarge,  and  with  this,  the  necessity  for 
one  central  high  school  institution  will  be  obvious,  when,  the 
citizens  of  Halifax  will  not  shrink  from  any  reasonable  demand  for 
its  establishment  and  support.  Let  the  necessity  be  manifest,  and 
the  chief  difficulty  will  at  once  vanish.  The  Commissioners  have, 
we  believe,  acted  wisely  in  this  matter,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
tiie  citizens  will  now  see  that  they  have  no  excuse  for  not  having  a 
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large  number  of  their  sons  at  the  college.  In  Hali&z,  we  oertainlj 
enjoy  very  great  educational  blessings,  and  may  justly  yalue  our 
school  appliances.  We  have  a  well  conducted  and  successful  com- 
mon school  system  in  operation,  among  the  teachers  of  which  are  men 
well  educated  and  of  matured  experience,  and  now  we  have  free  pub- 
lic cUuncal  schools,  where  our  youth  may  be  prepared  for  the  Univer- 
sity. We  have  also  in  our  city  a  college  where  a  thorough  course 
b  given,  and  college  honors  conferred,  and  also  a  medioil  school 
with  a  large  class  of  students. 

It  is  but  just,  however,  in  this  connection  to  remark,  that 
while  our  school  system  had  heretofore  no  provision  for  classical 
instruction,  such  studies  were  neither  entirely  ignored  nor  under- 
valued. The  former  Principal  of  Albro  Street  School,  Mr. 
McLaughlin,  though  not  holding  a  license  of  grade  A,  is  neverthe- 
less an  efficient  classical  teacher,  and  at  the  examination  of  his 
school  in  July  last,  had  a  class  in  Latin  and  Greek,  which  acquitted 
itself  with  much  credit.  From  this  class  two  students  matri- 
culated into  Dalhousie  College  at  the  beginning  of  the  present 
term. 

For  this  very  excellent  provision  for  the  education  of  our  city 
youth,  we  do  not  claim  perfection.  There  doubt  less  are  defects 
and  many  improvements  are  yet  to  be  made  requiring  the  vigilance 
and  skill  of  Inspector  and  Supervisor  in  order  that  the  entire  system 
may  be  kept  up  to  the  demands  of  the  day,  and  the  schools  have  the 
benefit  of  every  improvement  from  whatever  quarter  such  may 
come  ;  but  as  regards  their  present  efficiency  we  claim  for  them 
a  first  place  among  the  schools  of  the  province.  Although  however 
we  do  not  claim  perfection,  yet  no  fiiult  can  be  reasonably 
urged  against  what  we  have,  but  we  ought  to  have  what  we  have  not, 
and  at  present  we  think,  the  sins  of  the  commissioners  are  those  of 
omission  only.  There  are  some  things  to  be  looked  for  and 
expected  in  our  school  system  which  are  not  there,  but 
which  ought  to  appear.  Evening  schools  should  be  more 
generally  established,  as  there  must  be  in  this  city  a  very 
large  number  of  young  men  and  boys,  who  cannot  at- 
tend a  day  school,  and  whose  education  is  altogether  inadequate 
to  their  hoped  for  success  in  life.  This  class  ought  not 
to  be  neglected,  their  education,  whatever  their  calling  in  life  may 
be,  is  alike  important  to  themselves  and  to  their  country,  and  the 
duty  of  providing  suitable  schools  for  them  is  pressing,  and  im- 
perative. In  a  former  report  we  adverted  to  the  desirableness  of 
having  half-day-schools  for  an  unfortunate  class  of  boys  who  are 
constantly  seen  in  large  numbers  on  our  streets,  and  in  connection 
with  such  schools  a  truant  law  by  which  these  boys  would  be  com- 
pelled to  attend  school  a  certain  number  of  hours  each  day.  I  am 
persuaded  that  such  half-day-schools  might  be  made  a  blessing 
to  a  large  and  neglected  class. 
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We  have  repeatedly  urged  that  drawing  should  be  taught,  espe- 
cially in  all  our  first  class  schools,  if  not  in  schools  of  all  grades. 
At  the  present  time  it  is  required  in  every  branch  of  xnechauicd 
industry.  Buildings  of  all  kinds — houses  and  ships,  the  construct- 
ion of  machinery  ot  every  description — mining  and  railroads — all 
require  the  aid  of  this  art.  For  managers  and  overseers  it  is  in- 
dispensable, while  it  greatly  enhances  the  value  of  any  employee. 
It  may  be  taught  so  as  to  become  a  most  popular  study  with 
children  of  any  age.  It  pleases  the  eye,  gratifies  an  almost 
universal  desire,  and  more  than  any  other  single  study, 
cultivates  a  tasta  for  the  beautiful. 


I  have  aimed  to  advocate  the  interest  of  our  young  mechanics, 
and  also  that  of  a  class  of  poor  boys  found  on  our  streets,  ignorant 
and   tempted   to  crime,  and  now  beg  to  add  another  suggestion, 
one  that  has  been  heard  from   many  quarters.     Jt  is  said,  that 
while  our  schools  for  girls  provide  education  in   Grammar,   (Geo- 
graphy, <&c.,  they  do  not  furnish  the  least  instruction,  in  what  may 
become  to  a  woman  and  her  family,  of  the  fiist  importance.   JNeedle- 
work  is  wholly  neglected  or  ignored.     No  doubt  a  large   number 
ol  girls  from  our  public  schools  expect   to   get  a  living   by   their 
needlework,  and  it  is  therefore  urged  that  some  instruction  in  this 
line  should  be  provided.     In  one  or  two  schools  there  is  to  a  very 
limited    extent    some    provision    made,    but     nut     at    all     as 
required.     A   lady   recently     visited    one  of  our   city     schools^ 
and  on  being  told  that  no  instruction  in  sewing  was  given,remark- 
ed,  '*  that  in  after  life  to  know  how  to  make  a  shirt,  might  be  of 
more  value  to  numbers  of  these  girls,  than  to  be  skilled  in    giving 
the  grammatical  analysis  of  an  Englibh  sentence.'^     We   will   not 
undervalue  the  analysis  or  the  grammar,  but  at  the  same  time  ex- 
press our  conviction  that  in  the  above  utt^erance  there   was    much 
sound  and  practical  wisdom,  and  would  suggest  for  the  considera- 
tion of  our  school  authorities*  what  has  been   often    regarded  as  a 
defect  ill  a  system  which  claims  to  adjust  itself  to  the  varied  neces- 
sities of  the  people. 

For  a  detailed  statement  of  the  city  schools,  the  number  and  grade 
of  the  teachers,  the  number  of  pu|)ils  atteuding,  and  the  particular 
state  of  the  different  schools,  we  beg  to  refer  to  the  proper  tables, 
and  to  tie  Commissioners  Report,  printed  in  the  appendix. 

It  may  be  necessary  for  roe  here  to  remark  that  during  the 
autumn  Mr.  Condon,  the  Inspector  of  schools  for  the  City  and 
County  of  Halifax,  made  a  visit  to  Hoston  with  a  view  to  a 
careful  inspection  of  the  public  schools,  that  in  his  work  at 
home  he  might  suggest  to  teachers  and   trustees   what  seemed 
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to  him  improved  methods  of  school  maDaKement.  The  school 
officials  nf  bostou  received  him  most  cordially,  gave  him  access 
to  all  their  ctchoolH,  and,  appreciuiiiig  hi^  mission,  aided  him  m 
every  way  in  accompli^hiiig  the  object  of  his  visit. 

NORMAL  fiCHOOL. 

During  the  past  year  thin  Institution  has  continued  to  enjoy  a 
large  TDeaAure  of  tuc( ebs.     In  aJl   llH  pupils  received  the  advan- 
tages so  liberally  provided  by  the  government,  being  an  increase  ot 
37  over  the  number  that  anendttd  in  1878.     At  the  July  exami- 
nation 86  were  examined  and  8u  received  the  diplomas  prescribed 
by  the  council  of  Public  InsirutTiou.     Normal  school  teachers  are 
at  work  in  almost  every  pan  of  the  province,  and  are  gene-rlly 
sought  after  by  sections  apibitious  of  superior  school  adxantAges, 
amd  we  Hnd  an  iI1crea^illg  dt^siie  on  the  ))art  of  trustees,  to  engage 
the  services  of  teachers  holding  license  from  this  Instituiion.     The 
results  of  Normal  school  training,  are,  1  nm  happy  to  >ay,  increas- 
ingly satisfactory,   and  afford    very   decided    induc*»ments  tor  en- 
larging the  entire  instil u. ion,  that  is.  lor  erecting  new  and  more 
ample  buildings,  enlarging  the  siafi*  of  Pn.fessor  and   also  for  a 
more  extended  curriculum  of  ^^ud^.      He  consideration   of    this 
augmentation  of  Normal  school  advantages  cannot  long  be  d^-layed, 
without  great  de'riment  to  oar   eJu<ati«nal  interest.     'J  he  work 
already  done  has  creji ted  a  demand  for  teachers  haviiig  a  profes- 
sional   training,     this   d.^mand  is  ox    the    increase,    and    now   a 
iiailure    to    snpplv     it   must,    i.s    just  remarked,    be    damaging 
to  the  interest  of  our  pu.  he  s  ho(  Is.     'J  he  town  ot  Truro  is  erect- 
ing a  Model   school    buildinir   o     an)])le  dimensions  and  it  is  in- 
tended to  runii>h  the   sihi-ol  with   ever;'    ihing   necessary   to  its 
efficiency.     Tie  building  wIumi  i  ni  he«l  and   lurnished.  et^*.,   will 
cost   not   less    than  S-'0,('<m.i.     It  i- to  be  completed  and  ready  for 
use  at  the  c  mn.e  cenjent  ot"  the  winter  term    o'  the  present  year. 
It  will  be  a  noble  stru  turn,  expres>ive  ot'  'he  intelligence  and  liber- 
ality of  I  ruro,  anil  the  dexoledi.e'-s  o.  it>  rate-;  avers  to  the  educa- 
tional necessity  of  il  a»  gi«'\\iiig  lomniunity.     'Ihe  erection  of  this 
new  model  schooj  bui  ding  is  pe»  nliarly  gratifving  and  ii.ost  oppor 
tune,  for  every   formal  s<  ho«  1  neeils  a  good   Model  s^  hool,  under 
the  instruction  of  an  e.N|)erienc-'d   ])ri»M  ipal,   whose  work  may  be 
justly  regarded  as  a  modi*l  for  pupil  teachers  ;  if  this  is  not  the  case 
it  is  only  in  name  a  model  «rhool        t  is  unnecessary  to  state  that 
the  support  of  sucn  nistitutiou'*  as  the  Nrrmai  si  hool,  has  become 
an  eduianonal  n  •ce>sit\\  an*!  t<  ar  knowledge  J  as  such.  Cost  ought 
not  to  be  urged  usan  objection,  lor  the  e.\p  use  of  professional  train- 
ing cannot-  be  an  item  of  great  iim  oriame  in  a  scheme  providing  a 
comprehensive  svst  -nj  suiled     o  the  demand'*  ot  tl^e   present  day. 
31ie  object  of  such  s -hools  is    to    t»'ac"i   hiw   to   Uiich,    that  is    to 
supply  to  pupil  teiichers   a    knowledge  tf  methods,  and   method 
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should  be  applied  to  ererj  subject  taught.  This  should  be  kept  in 
constant  view,  ior  the  pupil  is  in  the  Normal  school  not  so  much  to 
receive  instruction  as  to  learn  how  to  impart,  it.  To  him  teaching 
is  to  be  a  business,  snd  to  be  qualified  for  it,  he  must  be  accustomed 
to  it,  and  have  practice  in  it.  As  a  business,  it  is  to  be  learned  as 
other  occupations  are  acquired. 

When  means  are  devised  by  which  teachers  as  a  class  are  kept 
in  their  profession  for  a  number  of  vear8,  and  do  not  as  hitherto, 
make  it  a  mere  subserviency  to  some  other  more  profitable  employ- 
ment, when  they  become  less  migratory,  and  seek  to  identify  tliem- 
selves  more  with  the  sections  employing  them,  one  large  and  well 
equipped  Normal  School  will  suificf  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
ail  the  counties  especially  for  first  class  teachers,  as  then  the  de- 
mand will  not  be — as  it  very  oAen  is  at  present — each  section  re- 
quiring a  new  teacher  certainly  for  eachj'ear,  and  not  unfrequently 
ibr  each  term.  Were  ample  buildings  once  erected,  and  other  enlarge 
ed  provisions  made,  the  expense  of  TTOviding  for  our  public  schools 
two  or  three  hundred  teachers  would  not  be  a  very  large  increase  upon 
that  which  now  supplies  less  than  one  hundred  annually.  Tvro 
hundred  and  fifty  pupils  on  an  average,  holding  various  classes  of 
licences  ought  to  be,  and  I  am  persuaded  would  be,  equal  to  the 
annual  requirement  of  our  schools.  It  in  well  known  that  the 
only  ex|)ense  incurred  by  Normal  school  pupils  is  for  board,  all  other, 
ini'ludiiig'that  for  travelling  are  liberally  provided  by  the  govern- 
ment. I  would,  however,  for  the  further  encouragement  of  pupil 
teachers  beg  to  repeat  a  request  urged  last  year  in  t  heir  behalt,  that 
in  the  distribution  of  bonus  money  to  certain  teachers  who  hare 
taught  for  a  period  of  five  years,  an  attendance  of  one  full  term, 
with  a  professional  standing,  be  counted  as  one  year. 

The  staff  of  teachers  is  yet  limited  to  the  principal  and  two 
professor.",  who  are  laborious  and  paiustaKiniTf  and  wanting  iu  no 
efforts  on  their  part  to  train  those  under  their  tuition,  for  the  im- 
portant positions  they  expe(  t  to  fill.  A  well  qualified  teacher  is 
giving  regular  instructions  in  music,  but  E  regret  to  say  that  tiers 
lemains  yet  one  very  pressing  demand  entirely  overlooked  ;  as  yet 
no  provision  is  made  to  instruct  the  pupils  in  mechanical  drawing. 
Were  the  demand  for  this  very  important  branch  of  education 
supplied,  wherever  a  Normal  School  teacher  was  engaged,  that 
section  at  least,  would  possess  meaus  for  giving  instruction  in  Uie 
eiement4iry  parts  of  thii  viork. 

SPECIAL  AND  COUNTY  ACADEMIES. 

The  special  academies,  excepting  Pictou  and  Yarmouth  are, 
strictly  speaking,  Collegiate  Schools.  In  some  instances  professors 
and  instuctors  interchange  work,  and  the  course  of  study  is  so  ar- 


EJ)CCATlON — PUPEltlKTENDLNTS    RK^ORT.  XXIll 

ranged  between  the  college  and  academy,  that  the  two  insti- 
tutions seem  identical.  There  eon  be  no  objection  to  such  a  co- 
working  of  affiliated  institutions,  it  is  rather  to  be  desired,  as  the 
class  matriculating  from  a  i  ollegiate  school,  having  had  an  academic 
training  arranged  for  the  college  course,  will  pursue  lit  with  better 
success;  and  in  this  way  a  supply  of  well  trained  undergraduates, 
for  the  college  is  always  on  hand. 


Kings  College  at  the  prt*serit  time  has  no  collegiate  school,  and  it 
is  greatly     detrimental    to  the    interests  of  that  old  and    much 
honored    institution,   that    its    (Tovemors    have  not     seen   the 
necessity  for  continuing  a  school,  which  ibr  many  years  largely 
contributed  to  that  educational  prosperity  for  which  Kings  College 
has  been  distinguished.  It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  at  the  present 
term  there  is  an  increase  in  the  number  of  students  attending 
Kings.    It  is  nevertheless  to  be /eared  that  a  large  attendance  can- 
not reasonably  be    expected   till    there   is    connected  with    the 
luHtitution  an  efficient  collegiate   school.     This  necessity   is   no 
doubt  seen  by  the  friends  oi*  the   college,  and   hence  it  is   the 
more  .surprising,   that  the  oldest  university  in  British  America, 
ana  onethat  has  educated  such  numbers  of  the  most  distinguished 
and   lufliieutial  men,  of  this     nnd   the    neighboring    Provinces, 
should  be    left  without  this  important   ap|>endage  ;  it    is  indeed 
marvellous  when  we  consider  the  wealth,  talent,    and  influence 
of  the  denomination  whose  interest  in  education  Kings  College  is 
snpposed  to  represent.     We   hope  this  blank  will    not  be   long 
unfilled,  and  that  the  governors  will  rally  to  theiraid  tht^  numerous 
friends  of  the  institution  and  the  abundant  resources  at  nil  times  at 
their  command,  and  as  far  as  a  jxood  collegiate  school  tan    subserve 
the  inl  erest  of  the  college,  provide  it  as  a  means  of  succes>.  We  may 
here  remark, that  in  its  relations  to  Haliiax  City,  Dalhousie  Collegt* 
has  no  doubt  felt  the  necessity  of  a  Collegiate  or  High  School  in  its 
immediate  vicinity,  and  the  want  of  it  must  have  seriouslv  retard- 
ed  college  work  for  the  citv.     Thert>  are  two  or  three  verv  excellent 
private  schoola  in  Halilisix  deservedly  well  sustained,  but  such  pri- 
vate   schools,  however  excellent,  cannot  meet  the  genenil  want  for 
advanced  education.     There  is   also  the  Halifax   Grammar  School 
^iith  a  fair  attendance  from  the  more  wealthy  classes.     All  this   is 
very  well,  and  these  schools  are  to   some  extent  supplying  a   de- 
mand; but  that  Halifax  may  more  liilly  avail  itself  of  tlie  advantage 
of  a  University  at  the  verj"^  door  of  every  citizen,  a  public  high  school 
is  required.     As  stated  elsewhere  we  have  now  two  high  school  de- 
partments in  the  city,  and  the  Commissioners  of  Halifax  have 
reason  to  expect  that  Messrs.  Jack  and    Mellisb,  will   in    good 
time,  make  their  schools  most  valuable  in  supplying  to  the  Col- 
lege a  larger  number  of  students    from  the  city. 
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Pictou  and  Yannouth  continue  to  exhibit  evidences  of  ior- 
mer  proBperity,  and  in  the  extreme  sectioud  of  the  province  are 
providing  a  very  thorough  eourse  of  Academic  instruction.  The 
warm  attackment  of  these  two  communities  to  their  schools  is 
well  known,  the  best  teachers  are  employed,  nor  are  any  means 
wanting  to  insure  result:*  that  shall  be  lasting  blessings  to  the 
youth  who  may  seek  within  their  walls  a  preparation  for  tbe 
duties  of  coming  years.  For  attendance  and  studies  at  the 
special  Academies  we  beg  to  refer  to  table  XYUI. 

County  Acaj)Emies. — 1  am  happy  to  report  that  there  are 
grounds  for  believing  that  the  County  Academies  are  slowly  but 
steadily  taking  a'  better  position  in  our  public  school  operations. 
They  are  doing  good  school  work,  but  not  strictly  that  for  which  they 
were  originally  designed.  As  a  rule  they  supply  a  good  school  for 
the  section  where  they  are  located,  but  do  not  to  any  extent  benefitthe 
rural  and  remote  parts  ol  the  county,  as  pupils  living  at  a  distance 
are  generally  sent  to  the  special  Academies,  and  in  some  cases  to  pri- 
vate schools;  the  expense  of  boarding  in  each  case  being  the  same, 
while  the  advantages  abroad  are  olten  very  couaiderable.  These 
County  Academies  are  uuder  the  management  of  well  educated  Arin- 
cipals,  and  any  failure  of  success  seen  at  any  time  is  not  therefore  by 
any  means  chargeable  to  a  want  of  ability  on  their  part.  Improve- 
ments are  assuredly  desirable,  but  means  for  these  must  be 
expected  from  the  sections  where  they  are  located.  The  Govern- 
ment grant  is  liberal,  and  were  trustees  active  and  sections  reso- 
lute in  their  decisions  to  have  higher  education,  the  County 
Academies  woulJ  speedily  assume  a  value  and  importance  as  yet 
unknown.  During  the  year  1874  ;  2614  pupils  in  all  attended 
these  ten  Academies,  of  which  number  137  studied  the  classics. 
See  table  XVI L 

COLLEGES. 

There  are  six  Colleges  iu  Nova  Scotia, — we  of  course  include 
Sackville,  though  located  in  New  Brunswick — in  which  there 
were  during  the  past  collegiate  year  284  students  of  all  classes 
attending  the  Arts  departments  ;  of  this  number  66  were  general 
or  partial  students,  that  is,  they  had  not  passed  the  required 
matriculating  examination;  17  were  admitted  to  the  degree 
of  B  A.  In  the  Medical  School  of  the  University  of 
Dalhousie  there  were  29  Medical  Students,  for  1874  ;  at  the  present 
time  there  are  32  attending  the  medical  course.  In  April  last  the  de- 
gree of  M.  D.  was  conferred  on  4  who  had  finished  the  prescribed 
course,  and  successfully  passed  the  required  examination. 

Since  the  establishment  ot  these  several  colleges,  526  studente  have 
passed   through  their    curriculum    of    study  and  received     the 
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literary  honors  which  cro%\ii  a  succesBful  college  course.  The 
aggregate  income  of  these  six  institutions  ior  1874  was  S30422.00 
of  which  sum  $6000  was  the  annual  grant  irom  the  Local  Govern- 
ment. Efibrts  have  been  made  with  marked  success  to  secure 
for  several  of  the  Colleges,  endowments  sufficient  to  yield  an 
income  adequate  to  their  support,  and  these  eftbrts  yet  continue. 


But  few  years  have  passed  since  this  endowment  work  began, 
and,  considering  the  difficulties  such  movements  have  generally  to 
encounter,  the  sums  contributed  are  significant,and  must  be  regarded 
as  indicating  a  resolution  on  the  part  of  coixtributors  to  insure 
to  their  colleges  a  command  of  means,  and  thereby  a  permanency, 
that  shall  guarantee  the  attainment  of  the  object  that  stimulated 
the  efforts  of  their  founders.  These  endowments,  so  expressive  ot 
interest  and  attachment,  are  annually  enlarging,  and  consequently 
the  Institutions  enjoying  the  benefits  of  such  eflbrts,  are  becoming 
more  stable  and  iudependent,  and  less  likely  to  be  interrupted  in 
their  work  by  any  change  that  may  be  made  in  the  appropriation 
of  public  funds. 

• 

Six  Colleges  in  your  little  Province,  exclaims  some  visitiQg 
etrairger,  each  a  centre  of  denominational  sympathy,  and 
dependent  upon  divided  eflbrts  !  It  is  indeed  true  that  in  this 
Province  we  have  six  colleges,  and  with  a  single  exception,  they 
cheerfully  avow  themselves  to  be  the  institutions  of  distinct  reli- 
gious denominations.  In  this  character,  they  are  undoubtedly 
exerting  a  widening  influence  upon  the  educational  acti\'ities  of 
the  country,  and  so  doing  it  as  to  reflect  credit  upon  the 
people  who  so  liberally  maintain  them.  Unfortunate,  it  no  doubt 
was,  that  our  present  Collegiate  system  was  ever  deemed  a  necessity 
and  that  the  entire  eiforts  of  all  classes  and  creeds  wei'e  not  at  the 
beginning,  directed  to  the  founding  of  one  (central  University,  so 
endowed  and  patronized  as  to  enlarge  with  our  educational  re- 
quirements, and  to  supply  from  one  common  centre  of  educational 
influence  that  culture  which  so  many  of  our  young  men  have  been 
compelled  to  seek  in  other  countries.  But  the  denominational 
system  is  now  rooted  and  grounded  in  the  convictions  and  aflec- 
tions  of  its  numerous  and  influential  adherents,  and  nothing  but 
the  assurance  of  a  very  decided  educational  gain,  could  for  a 
moment  divert  from  these  centres  of  religious  and  educational 
power,  eflforts  that  have  been  so  well  directed,  and  so  signally  bless- 
ed. Attempts  have  been  made  looking  to  the  absorption  of  the 
whole  six  institutions  into  one  Provincial  University,  and  ibr  a 
length  of  time  the  advocates  of  this  scheme  were  sanguine,  and 
oontident  of  success,  but  at  present  the  outlook  for  such  a  consum- 
mation is  by  no  means  inspiriting  to  its  promoters,  as  they   see 
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the*  various  Deuoiniimtional  Colleges  each  year  becoming  more- 
iudepeudeut,  and  their  friends  indisposed  to  consider  even 
A  proposal   looking   to    a   central  Provincial   Univeraity. 

It  niny  occur  to  some,  that  notwithstanding  the  disappointed 
hopes  of  those  vigorous  advocates  of  the  union  plan,  that  it  is  well 
the  scheme  has  thus  far  miscarried.  Were  there  a  Provincial 
University  at  once  founded,  it  is  not  to  be  8upiK>sed  that  the 
number  of  students  would  be  the  sum  ot  those  now  at  the- 
several  denominational  Colleges,  nor  would  it  bear  any 
reasonable  proportion  to  that  sum,  so  strong  are  the  inducements 
that  operate  to  draw^voung  men  to  their  own  Colleges,  and  such  is- 
the  charm  and  power  in  the  expression  "  our  college.''  When  our 
small  colleges  are  compared  with  the  celebrated  institutions  of 
other  countries,  the  contrast  is  so  great,  that  these  renowned* 
centres  of  learning,  with  their  distinguished  and  learned  Professors, 
and  with  every  possible  facility  lor  successful  study,  can  scarcely 
fail  to  excite  a  determination  in  ambitious  students  to  seek  under 
such  favorable  auspices,  advantages  which  such  distinguised 
institutions  ailbrd.  When  our  small  collegesnre  compared  with  these, 
there  is  little  \^onder  that  our  young  men  resort  to  the 
I'niversities  of  England,  Scotland  and  Germany,  but  this  exodus 
of  our  l^est  students  already  commenced,  w  ill  not  be  arrested  by 
auv  institution  which  the  limited  re>euue  of  Nova  Scotia  can 
possibly  provide. 

A  Pro\incial  Univeibiiy  to  satisfy  even  present  demands  can- 
not we  fear  be  anticipated  \\ith  much  prospect  of  realization, 
and  that  for  reasons  already  stated,  namely,  an  unwillingness  to 
abandon  the  present  system  unless  something  very  much  better  is 
jirovided,  and  the  inability  of  the  Local  Government  to  found 
and  sustain  a  University  of  the  required  magnitude. 

Ts  at  ions  have  their  Universities  which  are  their  great  edu- 
cational centres,  and  in  this  Dominion  the  desideratum  that  most 
assuredlv  soon  be  realized  is  a  Dominion  University.     As  yet  the 

*  *  • 

general  Government  has  not  given  education  any  place  in  its  pro- 
gramme for  national  advancement,  and  has  wisely  concealed,  till^ 
future  developments  shall  indicate  a  course,  any  expression  as  to 
the  character  of  an  educational  policy  to  be  adopted  or  the  time- 
for  its  inauguration.  It  may  however  be  assumed  that  the  Bo 
minion  Government  cannot  long  continue  to  withhold  from  its 
catalogue  of  national  necessities  the  indispensable  interest  of 
University  Education  as  provided  for  in  Great  Britain  and 
on  parts  of  the  Continent  of  Europe. 

Common  Schools  must  be  left  to  the  Local  6t>vemment|  and 
our  College  system  as  it  now  is,  should  no  doubt,  abide  under  the 
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flame  fostering  care,  but  a  University  buch  as  the  country  needs, 
requires  for  its  establishment  and  progress  Jarge  expenditures  of 
public  money,  and  the  patronage  of  men  of  the  highest  social  and 
political  standing.  Other  things  no  doubt,  are  required  but 
these  are  cssentLil  to  success. 


To  the  establishment  of  a  Dominion  University  the  present 
Collegiate  System  of  Nova  Scotia,  presents  no  serious  obstacle,  but 
rather  an  inducement,  while  a  combination  of  our  small  Colleges 
into  another,  and  that  also  of  abilities  necessarily  limited,  would 
evidently  do  so,  and  therefore  as  already  stated,  it  may  be  well  that 
eftbrts  made  for  the  proposed  Union  have  proved  abortive,  and 
the  ground  left  unobstructed,  that  when  the  lavorable  time  comes, 
Vfe  may  have  a  Dominion  Univf*rsity  that  will  compare  and  com* 
pete  with  those  distinguished  Institations  which  at  the  present  time 
ape  attracting  our  aspiring  and  clever  voung  men  to  other  lands. 

We  think  every  lover  of  learning  must  devoutly  hope  for  such  a 
<x)nsummation  of  the  various  plans  presented  and  urged  upon 
the  public,  as  that  we  have  now  suggested.  Were  such  an 
Institution  established  we  should  then  have  ample  provision  for 
the  educational  demands  of  our  young  men,  who  woidd  go  forth 
from  the  Halls  of  the  Dominion  University  to  stand  side  by 
aide  equally  equiped  for  the  work  of  life,  with  the  alumni  of  the 
proud  and  noble  Universities  of  any  county. 

An  examination  of  table  XIX  and  a  comparison  of  it  with 
the  tables  of  former  years,  will  show  that  the  Colleges  are  doing 
their  work  >xath  encouraging  success  and  are  exerting  on  the  edu- 
cation of  the  province  a  healthful  influence. 

EXPENDITURE, 

By  a  reference  to  the  several  tables  appended  it  will  be  seen  that 
tliie  entire  educational  expense  for  Common  Schools  for  the  year 
1874  was  $33485.96  in  excess  of  that  of  the  preceding  year.  The 
Government  grant  for  all  educational  purposes  wns  $175013.65. 
The  sum  derived  from  the  county  tax  was  $107391.39,  an  increase 
on  the  former  year  of  $2362,  while  the  whole  amount  expended  by 
TpuBtees  was  €394740.75  an  increase  of  S24437.75  over  1873. 
There  was  raised  by  sectional  assessment  alone  $287349.30.    The 

•  _ 

4894740.75  expended  by  Trustees  with  the  sum  expended  by  Go- 
Ternment  for  all  Common  School  purposes  amounts  to  $552221.40 
which  makes  the  average  cost  of  the  education  of  each  registered 
pupil  $5,90. 
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The  total  sum  as  paid  for  all  branches  cf  educational  work 
amounts  to  $619361.87  being  an  increase  of  S46209.43,  aboTe  tha^ 
year  1873. 

GENERAL  REMARKS, 

Not  uDfrequently  education  is  designated  a  science.  If  a 
science  it  must  be  progressive,  nor  can  there  be  a  point  at  which 
its  inquiries  and  labors  cease.  Viewed  from  a  higher  point,  the 
field  of  observation  enlarges  and  will  continue  to  widen  as  long  as 
mind  is  capable  of  receiving  culture,  or  man's  intellect  demands  it. 
Asa  science  it  seeks  a  recognition  of  its  essential  principles,  and 
unity  in  its  plan  for  effecting  its  aim.  If  it  is  a  blessing,  to  secure 
it,  there  must  be  a  continued  enlargement  of  its  scope  and  design, 
with  ii  constant  and  vigorous  application  of  the  necessary  appli- 
ances for  increased  means  of  instruction.  A  scheme  for  public  in- 
struction in  order  to  live  must  be  aggressive  in  its  aims,  and  ever 
seek  to  develop  them.  l!sot  to  do  this  is  to  die ;  nor  can  there  be  any 
alternative  between  progress  and  educational  lifelessness,  and  when 
we  deliberate  on  the  interests  ofeducation,  it  is  a  deliberation  on  one 
or  the  other  of  these  alternatives.  Shall  our  educational  work  so 
well  begun,  and,  thus  far  successfully  prosecuted  befrome  a  lifeless 
organization  of  our  country,  having  a  name  to  live  while  dead :  or 
shall  we  not  aim  to  infuse  new  blood  into  its  arteries  and  thus 
give  it  renewed  power,  and  quickened  activity  for  its  important 
mission  ?  The  province  \nll  not  we  are  sure  hesitate  when  this 
question  is  so  before  it.  It  has  not  faltered  in  its  out-spoken 
resolutions  to  have  and  to  sustain  a  systen)  of  public  instruction 
that  shall  bring  to  ever}'  home  in  the  land  the  blessings  which  edu- 
cation alone  dispenses. 

With  all  cliristian  nations,  the  instruction  of  the  people  is  the 
groat  question.  On  the  best  means  for  promoting  its  diffusion, 
good  and  wise  men  may  difier,  but  as  to  its  necessity  as  a  universal 
boon  fgr  our  race  there  is  no  diflerenco  of  opioion;  there  can  be 
none. 

On  the  whole,  we  believe  our  schools  are  doing  their  work  well* 
and  are  receiving  expression  of  approval  from  the  people,  a\  ho  with 
a  clearer  insight  into  their  merits  are  accepting  the  burden  of  their 
support,  as  after  all  not  worthy  of  serious  concern  in  view  of  the 
untold  advantages  and  blessings  of  which  they  are  the  procuring 
cause.  A  very  laage  part  of  our  population  is  of  the  working 
class,  a  class  by  which  almost  the  entire  country  is,  and  must,  foft 
a  long  time  to  come,  be  largely  controlled,  the  education  of  this 
industrial  class  is  therefore  of  the  tirst  consequence  to  the 
country.  When  an  intelligent  working  man  forms  an  opinion  on  a 
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public  question,  as  a  rule  it  is  sound  and  safe,  but  when  there  is 
little  intelligence  and  no  intellectual  culture,  there  b  no  danger 
more  to  be  dreaded  than  that  arising  from  the  influence  of  this 
class  when  wrongly  directed  or  perverted  for  political  or  selfish 
interests.  The  education  of  the  working  class  is  therefore  in- 
separably related  to  the  very  best  interest  of  this,  or  any  other 
country.  The  permanency  of  our  religious  and  social  Institution, 
the  domestic  happiness  and  quietness  of  the  people  demand  for 
this  class  a  constant  supply  of  that  healthfal  and  ennobling  in- 
fluence, which  a  sound  system  of  public  education  cannot  fail 
to  supply. 

The  tendency  of  education  is  to  refine  and  elevate,  and  in 
every  way  improve  all  who  are  brought  under  its  power.  By  it  the 
purest  nrtue  and  morality  are  renderred  increasingly  attractive, 
and  under  its  direction  will  exhibit  elements  of  beauty  and  worth, 
otherA^ise  unknown.  The  educated  working  man  will  seek  to  im- 
prove his  home,  and  home  is  the  noblest  institution  of  any  land^ 
especially  when  under  the  Goveniment  of  a  mind  that  has  learned 
to  understand  rightly  its  relations  to  society.  In  all  probability 
the  home  of  the  intelligent,  industrious  virtuous  working  man  is 
among  the  best  and  happiest  homes  on  earth.  How  much  is  lost 
to  society  when  for  this  class  of  our  citizens  the  only  place  of 
resort,  and  enjoyment,  is  the  tavern  and  the  enticement  it  offers  ? 
Our  school  work  is  to  avert  as  far  as  possible  demoralizing  habits, 
to  create  a  t^ste  for  mental  and  moral  beauty  and  worth,  and  so 
open  those  internal  and  noble  aspirations  ^^hich  knowledge  ever 
aims  to  supply.  Give  such  men  education,  and  at  once  their 
social,  and  personal  habits  are  changed,  they  will  live  better,  have 
a  better  care  ot  their  families,  take  care  of  their  earnings,  and 
vrili  be  stimulated  by  a  noble  ambition  to  place  their  children  in 
better  positions  for  active  and  useful  life.  No  class  nf  society  is 
more  benefited  by  a  good  system  of  public  instruction  than  the 
class  we  hav^  now  adverted  to  and  hence  the  efforts  made  to  bring 
to  its  families  the  blessing  of  a  good  school  demand  the  warmest 
sympathy  and  support. 

Prior  to  1874  the  Government  grant  to  teachers  was  a  uniform 
sum,  and  paid  according  to  the  grade  of  license  held,  As  a  system, 
this  uniform  mode  of  payment  gave  satisfaction  to  both  Trustee 
and  Teachers,  for  in  whatever  part  of  the  Province  a  teacher  might 
be  employed,  and  however  poorly  paid  in  other  res[)ects,  he  knew 
just  what  his  Government  grant  would  be,  it  being  always  a  fixed 
and  reliable  sum.  The  mode  of  payment  was  changed,  and  made  to 
depend  upon  the  total  number  of  days  attendance  by  all  the  pupils 
in  each  county.  The  change  was  an  experiment,  and  the  result 
has  given,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  inspectors  reports,  very  general 
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disRatis  tact  ion,  more  imrtinilarly  lo  holders  of  the  higher  grades  of 
license,  and  we  have  ]ire^sing  retiuests  u>  urge  a  return  to  the 
fornrn^r  and  more  satisfactory  mode  of  distributing  the  Governmtjnt 
moneys.  An  examination  of  the  Government  grant  sheets  for  the 
last  two  fenns,  as  printed  in  the  Journal  of  Education  will  show 
that,  while  s  ome  counties  have  received  a  sum  considerably  above 
the  old  and  fixed  grant,  others  have  fallen  as  much  below,  loakiug 
in  some  <*ases  a  diflereuce  of  $27 MO  in  a  single  term  of  six 
months,  a  most  objectionable  discrepancy  between  the  sums  paid 
to  teachers  of  the  same  class  and  with  like  claims  upon  the  public 
funds,  but  doing  their  work  in  difleront  counties.  1  need  not  go 
into  detail  but  will  give  the  follL>wir,g  extracts  from  the  reports  ot 
several  of  the  county  inspectors. 

The  Inspector  for  King's,  writes : 

GovprnmetU  Grant, — The  present  mode  of  apportionintr  the  Govem- 
nnut  CirrUit  does  not  give  general  Fatisfaction  to  the  teachers  of  thi* 
CouQty,  for  two  reaMOD8,  viz:— Ut,  tliey  are  likely  to  receive  a  pnialle" 
amount  than  under  the  pn?vi()ii8  mode  of  di.stril>utiou ;  2ud,  they  ar« 
anxious  t)  know  what  sum  tliey  may  e.\p?ct  from  Government  l)ef»r<» 
engjiging  with  Tru>*tee9. 

A  No  from  A^ictoria  : — 

T«*uch»'rs  here  fe<*l  keenly  and  cumpUiiu  of  the  manner  in  which  their 
hard  earuetl  wiigpM  have  h«jen  curttik-d.  It  is  to  he  feared  that  unless  the 
former  mode  of  distributini^  the  I*rovincial  (Jrants  he  adopted,  it  will 
prove  disastrous  to  the  intere^^ts  of  education  in  this  County,  and  in 
others,  in  similar  circumstance.**,  throughout  the  l*ri)vince,  as  the  iudica- 
ti!H  air  'idv  u:i  mifitakahly  show. 

From  (^imberlaud  : — 

Aitif.fdmcnt  of  School  Imic—IX  is  the  general  opinion  here  that  tlf 
government  grjint  for  whools,  instead  of  being  fixed,  should  increa**e  as 
the  population  and  schools  increase.  The  amendment  which  fixed  the 
grant  is  lookiMl  upon  as  wors^  law,  l}ecause  it  gives  less  money  to  the 
schools ;  the  result  will  soon  bo  evident,  educational  progress  will  Iw 
paralyserl.  The  teach(u*s  are  chiniorous  about  the  change,  I  can  see  that 
it  has  prvi(hiced  i-tunniugj  eft'ects  on  engajjeir.ents,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  present  term  :  a  few  schools  will  be  clo:^ed  this  winter  in  conse<iueuce 
It  is  therefore  to  be  hoped  that  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  new  house, 
measures  will  be  taken  to  return  to  the  former  plan.  Tlie  followinj» 
pproup  of  fiifures  taken  from  the  rei>orts,  will  show  that  there  was  no 
lavish  school  expenditiure  either  in  tliis  coimty  or  in  the  province  which 
demanded  a  change  in  the  law. 

From  Pictou, 

MocU'  of  Disiributini/  0^  Prociiicial  Grant. — The  mode  of  apportion- 
ment has  proved  most  unsatisfactory  to  all  parties.  It  has  created  deep- 
rooted  disaffection  mu*!  elicited stDnjjexpre.^si.^ns against thi' Government. 
The  old  system  i:i\\'f^  universal  sKtisf action  -the  amount  received  by  efch 
q\mb  of  teftcliers  was  definite,  and  Teachers  and  Trustee>  knew  at  ti.e 
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time  of  agreement  exactly  'what  amount  they  could  depend  upon,  and 
governed  tliemselves  accordiugly ;  but  under  the  present  system  all  is  un- 
certainty, and  ap  a  natural  consecjuence,  dissatisfaction  prevails.  Reference 
to  the  amounts  paid  to  Teachers  of  the  same  class  in  different  Counties 
presents  an  anomaly  far  from  creditable  to  the  system,  or  just  to  teachers. 
Why  should  a  Grade  B  Teiicher  in  Yannouth  get  $73.26  whilst  one  of  the 
same  class  and  for  the  same  period  of  service  in  Inverness  gets  but  851.8G; 
one  in  Lunenl)urg  get  S76.59,  and  the  one  in  Victoria  but  849.45 ;  a  differ- 
ence of  827.14  per  term  is  too  grtat,  aud  should  convince  the  most  pre- 
judiced of  the  unfairness  of  tlu*  system  in  its  results.  It  cannot  prove 
otherwise  than  disastrous. 

From  KichinoDd  : — 

In  concluding  this  it'port  1  cannot  help  taking  the  liberty  of  attending 
to  a  matter  which  is  of  vital  importance  to  the  supply  of  good  teachers 
and,  inconsecjueuce,  to  the  future  progress  and  stan<larcl  of  common 
school  education  in  tliis  Province.  I  mean  the  present  mode  of  paying  the 
Government  Grant.  The  results  in  this  county  have  not  at  all  been  favor- 
able to  our  tfacOiers  the  i)ast  year,  their  grant  both  tenns  being  much  less 
than  their  former  pay.  In  a.  few  counties  I  obsen'e  that  teachers  were  a 
little  better  paid  than  when  the  grant  to  each  teacher  was  fixed,  but  this 
evidently  cannot  be  of  any  dtu*atiou.  It  is  the  general  opinion,  in  which  I 
concur,  that  the  limiting  of  tlie  amount  from  the  Provincial  Treasury*  for 
the  sui)port  of  common  schools  was  a  mistake,  for  it  is  evident  that  in 
proportion  as  the  number  of  schools  in  operation  and  the  number  of  teach- 
ers of  the  higher  grades  employed  will  increase,  the  grant  i)aid  to  each 
teacher  will  decrease  in  the  same  ratio.  If  education  is  to  flourish  in  our 
midst,  if  the  disseminaticn  of  knowledge  is  to  be  diffused  more  aud  more 
among  us,  and  there  is  scuircely  any  doubt  but  it  will,  it  will  be  found 
necessary  to  i*epeal  this  enactment  sliortly ;  otherwise  an  incalculable  mis- 
chief will  be  done  to  the  cause  of  education,  as  there  is  no  maimer  of 
d  oubt  but  it  will  have  the  effect  of  driving  our  best  teachers  away  from 
-jYie  profession. 

From  Colchester: — 

Rtcetit  Amendments  in  Z^«r.  -That  enactment  which  empowers  the 
Trustees,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Commissioners,  to  assess  the  section  for 
school  funds,  appears,  so  far,  to  meet  witli  general  approval.  The  Trus- 
tees of  one  section  availed  themselves  of  this  provision  at  the  last  meeting 
of  tlie  Board.  Tlie  amendment  in  reference  to  the  Provincial  Grant  is 
very  unjwpular ;  and  I  feel  sure  that  the  reduced  grant  togetlier  with  the 
uncertainty  as  to  the  amount,  will  operate  very  unfavourably  in  the 
<3ounty.  ^ 

From  Clare  : — 

Provincial  Mlowance  —The  new  method  of  distributing  the  Provincial 
allowance  meets  the  approbation  of  teachers  when  it  exceeds  the  amount 
formerly  allotted  to  their  res))ective  classes  ;  but  when  it  is  less,  as  is  the 
■case  for  this  last  term,  some  teachers  don^t  fail  to  look  upon  it  as  an  in- 
justice. They  say  that  henceforth  they  cannot  engage  at  ^Jlxed  scUary  as 
the  law  requires— for  they  are  to  receive,  more  or  less  according  to  the 
num^ber  of  teachers  and  assistants  employed  in  the  District. 

In  presenting  the  above  passages  I  beg  to  second  the  request 
made,  and   would  earnestly  recommend  a  return  to  the  former 
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mode  of  distributing  the  Government  grant,  leaving  the  bonus  to 
teachers  of  a  certain  class  who  have  taught  for  a  period  of  five 
years,  as  at  present  fixed  by  law. 

It  has  been  stated  that  first  cLiss  teachers,  do  not  continue  in 
their  work,  except  in  a  very  few  localities.  The  cause  of  this  con- 
tinued change  and  abandonment  of  the  teaching  profession 
is,  as  is  well  known,  the  very  low  salaries  which  this 
class  of  teachers  is  expected  to  accept.  The  salaries  generally 
offered  are  entirely  inadequate  to  the  support  of  faniilies,  and  as 
our  first  class  teachers  are  usually  men  of  good  education,  and  in- 
formation, they  readily  find  employment  in  other  occupations  in 
which  a  much  larger  remuneration  is  obtained. 

The  question  is  repeatedly  asked,  how  shall  we  retain  in  our 
school  service  our  most  experienced  aud  etHcient  teachers?  To 
this  the  first  and  natural  reply  is,  give  them  salaries  upon  which 
their  families  can  comfortably  live.  Many  of  our  teach- 
ers  pre  married  men,  and  have  families  to  support  and  must,  if 
we  would  have  them  remain  in  the  profession,  I'eceive  a  comfor- 
table maintenance.  In  most  cases  however  Trustees  are  unable 
to  offer  sufficient  remuneration,  and  as  rate  payers  ^eem  to  think 
that  the  sum  voted  by  the  section  should  be  in  some  kind  of  pro- 
portion to  those  coming  from  (xovernmeut  grants,  and  county 
assessments,  the  hope  of  increased  salary  from  sections  is  by 
no  means  encouraging.  The  Government  Grant  for  Education  is 
fixed  at  $180,000  were  it  possible  to  add  to  this  and  make  the  addi- 
tion an  increase  to  teachers  salaries,  that  is  let  the  increase  be 
especially  for  this  one  department  of  educational  work, 
an  impulse  would  at  once  bo  given  to  Trustees,  and 
sections  would  in  all  probability  go  and  do  likewise.  The  county 
fund  which  is  now  '30  cents .  per  head  might  be  increased. 
With  such  an  enlargement  of  the  means  for  more  liberal  salaries, 
the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  would  be  in  a  posi- 
tion to  encourage  teachers  to  remain  in  their  calling,  and 
doubtless  a  large  proportion  of  our  older  teachers  would  do  so. 
By  such  measures  rate  payers  might  be  persuaded  15  more  gen- 
erous efforts,  and  a  moderate  advance  irom  each  of  the  three 
sources  from  which  the  teacher  receives  his  salary  would  make 
his  pay  bear  a  more  favorable  comparison  with  salaries  offered 
in  those  other  employments  where  he  is  wont  to  look  for  unprofes- 
sional labor. 


En  this  way  we  think  teaching  would  become  a  life  work,  ahd 
many  would  settle  down  with  this  purpose  in  view,  and  we 
should  then  have  a  class,  now  almost  extinct,  tliat  is,  experienced 
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teachers,  or  men  having  a  professional  status.  The  friends  and  pro- 
moters of  Education  must  see  that  the  time  is  near,  if  not  now 
come,  when  it  is  an  utter  impossibility  to  engage  the  services  of  in- 
telligent and  well  educated  men  and  women,  -ai  the  low  salaries 
of.  ten  years  ago.  The  expense  of  living  has  so  increased 
that  this  ought  not  and  caimot  be  expected.  It  may  be  said  that 
the  section  rate  should  be  made  to  meet  the  increased  necessity  ; 
but  this  rate  is  influenced  by  a  majority  ot  the  section 
who  are  often  directed  or  controlled  by  men  having  no 
interest  in  the  school,  and  in  fact  do  not  care  to  have  one  at  all, 
and  besides,  to  begin  with  the  section  is  to  begin  at  the  wrong 
side  of  the  matter.  As  hinted  above,  let  it  begin  with  the  Go- 
vernment grant,  and  let  the  county  tax  be  raised,  and  rate  payers  can 
have  little  to  say  in  the  way  of  objection  to  an  increase  on  their 
part.  This  matter  of  salary  is  of  the  'first  importance,  and 
demands  a  careful  and  serious  examination,  as  it  controls  the 
decision  of  a  class  of  teachers  whose  services  we  should  be 
most  anxious  to  secure,  *'  for  the  teacher  makes  the  school." 
To  expect  superior  tearhers  on  salaries  which  just  barely 
keep  starvation  from  the  family  is  about  as  consistent  as  to 
enter  one  of  our  fine  stores  expecting  to  ^lurchase  articles  of  the 
finest  texture  and  costly  material  at  the  price  of  the  commonest 
fabric.  Our  first  class  teachers  can  find  plenty  to  do  as  com- 
mercial agents,  clerks  and  book-keepers,  where  the  salaiies  are  an 
adequate  remuneration  lor  the  labor  given.  We  urge  this  subject  as 
it  evidently  lies  on  the  very  foregiound  of  any  and  every  improve- 
ment in  the  condition  of  our  public  schools:  and  we  may  accept  it  as  a 
rule  with  few  exceptions,  that  the  character  and  ability  of  the 
teacher  will  be  in  strict  accord  with  the  salary  given. 


It  is  however  but  just  to  remark  that  there  are  a  few  most  com- 
mendable and  praiseworthy  exceptions  to  some  of  the  above 
remarks  on  the  inadequate  payment  of  first  class  teachers.  In  a 
few  of  our  larger  communities  we  iiud  the  manifestation  of  a  de- 
termination to  pay  the  efficient  teacher  a  more  generous  salary. 
Our  previous  remarks  mainly  apply  to  rural  districts,  many  of 
which,  though  possessing  much  wealth,  and  though  ambitious  of  a 
good  school  are  nevertheless  either  unwilling  or  very  tardy  in  mak- 
ing the  required  provision.  AVe  trust,  that  the  leaven  now  be- 
ginning to  show  itself  in  our  larger  commercial  centres,  will 
ferment  till  our  entire  school  system  is  made  to  feel  its  power. 


We  have  stated  that  a  very  large  part  of  our  teaching  work  is 
passing  into  female  hands,  and  apparently  for  a  long  time  to  come, 
iismale  teachers  will  very  largely  influence  our  educational  more- 
menfcs.   A   few    young  ladies   now  hold  Grade  B,  and  in  tho 
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City  of  Halifax  two  are  principals  of  schools,  giviug,  we  are 
assured,  entire  satisfaction  to  the  City  Commlssioaers  and  the 
public.  Others  are  preparing  themselves  for  a  >igorous  effort  at 
the  next  examination,  and  will  be  comi)etitors  for  Grade  B.  but,  as 
already  stated,  to  a  female  (his  grade  is  honorary,  as  females 
holding  it  are  paid  on  a  C  grade  only.  It  would  greatly  encouraga 
this  very  valuable  class  of  teachers  and  stimulate  them  to  renewed 
and  continued  effort,  were  this  ground  of  complaint  removed,  and 
all  teachers  paid  according  to  the  license  held.  If  a  well  educated 
female  teacher  does  the  work  required  of  one  *  holding  a  higher 
grade,  there  certainly  is  no  good  reason  why  she  should  not  be 

Said  accordingly.  I'he  laborer  is  worthy  of  his  hire  is  a  truth 
ivinely  taught,  and  accepted  in  almost  every  enterprise  of  life, 
why  then  make  the  work  of  training  our  children,  and  fitting  them 
to  be  what  a  laudable  ambition,  and  parental  love  prompts  us  to 
desire,  an  exception  to  a  truth  coming  to  us  with  such  high 
sanctions  ? 


I  trust  the  attention  of  the  government  will  be  directed  to  a 
consideration  of  this  matter,  and  that  a  suggestion  so  entively 
reasonable  will  find  a  favorable  consideration.  On  this  subject 
Mr.  McDonald  of  Pictou,  writes  as  follows : 


The  result  of  the  last  docade  .shews  clearly  that  the  profession  i.^i  likely  to 
fall  into  the  hands  of  females  almost  entirely.  The  great  majority  of  our 
male  Teachers  are  students,  making  teaching  *'  a  stepping  stone"  to  their 
advancement.  There  are  but  few  schools  in  country  sections  that  afford 
an^'thing  like  a  competency  for  the  maintenance  of  a  small  family.  Even 
our  Special  and  County  Academies  do  not  afford  suflBcient  inducement  to 
retain  the  services  of  men  of  first  class  abilities.  Almost  any  man  of  ordi- 
nary' ability  will  do  bettor  in  many  other  avocations.  While  this  con- 
tinues, teaching  must,  to  u  ffc^ax  extent,  fall  into  the  hands  of  females  and 
boys,  and  of  a  few  Students,  lleuce  the  remedy  for  tliis  instability  is, 
increase  the  salary  so  as  to  induce  men  to  make  tcjiching  their  profession, 
or,  raise  the  standard  of  female  cjualifications,  remove  sexual  disabilities 
as  i*egards  salaries. 

Beferring  to  the  above,  I  would  respectfully  recommend  ,  that 
the  Educational  Act  be  so  amended,  that  in  future,  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  (Government  grant  to  teachers  be  made  according  to 
the  former  mode  ot  payment. 

That  all  teachers  be  paid  according  to  the  License  held,  irre- 
spective of  sex. 

That  Graduates  of  Colleges  who  are  candidates  for  license 
to  teach  in  public  schools,  receive  the  license  applied  for,  on 
passing  an  examination  on  professional  work ;  that  is  in  school 
management,  and  teaching. 
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That  Section  20  of  the  Aevised  Statutes  be  so  amended  that 
ftny  ambiguity  as  to  the  power  of  school  commissioners  in  the  dis- 
mission of  Trustees  may  be  removed. 

The  reports  of  the  Inspectors  of  the  several  Counties  will,  I  hope, 
be  read  with  much  interest.  The  laborious  and  painstaking  dili- 
gence of  these  gentlemen  to  advance  the  cause  over  which  they 
are  appointed  to  exercise  a  supervision,  merits  every  reasonable 
expression  of  appreciation  irom  the  different  sections  visited,  and 
the  increased  contidence  of  the  government,  and  I  beg  to  bear 
witness  to  the  very  able  manner  in  whii-h  they  have  discharged 
their  important  duties. 


5.^:..     ■-         ."^^im'' 
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The  following  is  an  Abstract  of  the  Educational  Statistics 
of  the  Province  for  the  year  ending  October  31st,  1874. — 

1.    School  Sections. 

Total  No.  of  School  Sections,  1874 1722 

"  ''  "       1873 1704 

Increase ^18 

No.  of  School  Sections  having  no  School  during  any 

portion  of  the  year  1874 210 

"    of  School  Sections  having  no  School  during  any 

portion  of  the  year  1873 208 

« 

Increase 2 

2.    Schools  and  Pupils. 

JVb.  of  Public  Schools  in  operation, — 

Winter  Term,  1874 1420 

Do.        1873 • 1490 

Decrease 70 

Summer  Terra,  1874 ""ieTS 

Do.  1873 1626 

Increase • 47 

JPupils  Hegistered, — 

Winter  Term,  1874 72645 

Do.       1873 70329 

Increase 2316 

Summer  Term,  1874 '79910 

"  1873 78266 

Increase 1644 

The  Year:— Boys ""48604 

Girls 44908 

Total,  1874 93512 

Total,  1873 93759 

Increase 247 
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Proporlion  of  Population  Registered  at  Public  Schools : 

Winter  Term,  1874 1  in  6.1 

Do.       1873 1  in  5.5 

SummerTerm,1874 1  in  4.9 

Do.       1873 1  in  4.9 

The  Year,  1874 1  in  5 

1873 1  in  5.2 

JVb.  of  Pupils  daily  present  at  Public  Schools  on  an  average 
for  the  time  in  Hession  : 

Winter  Term,  1874 .42051.8 

Do.       1873 38856,2 

Increase 3195.6 

Bummer  Term,  1874 46233.3 

Do.         1873 : 43928.7 

Increase 2304.6 

JfhiU-  Term  Average : 

Winter  Term,  1874 37577.9 

Do.       1873 , 34764.3 

Increase 2813.6 

Summer  Term,  1874 41909.3 

Do.         1873 40807.9 

Increase 1830.4 

JVb.  of  Pupils  daily  present  per  100  registered : 

Winter  Term,  1874 52.9 

Do,        1873 55.2 

Decrease • 2.3 

Bummer  Term,  1874 57.1 

Do.        1873 , 55.4 

Increase 1.7 
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3.  Teachers  Employed. 


Academic  Grade, — 


Male. 


Femle. 


Winter  Term,    1874 18 

Do.  1873 14 


Increase 4 


Summer  Term,  1874 20 

Do.   •       1873 18 


Increase. 


Class  First, — 


Winter    Term,   1874 253  394 

T~>-  •'Q'^'J     ...252  377 


Do, 
Increase, 


1873 


Increase 17 


Summer  Term,  1874 235 

Do.  1873 249 


433 
430 


Decrease 14         Increase 3 


iSeeond  Class, — 

Winter    Term,    1874 215 

Do.  1873 229 


298 
266 


Decrease 14        Increase 32 


Summer  Term,  1874 195 

Do  1873 186 


382 
336 


Increase 9         Increase 46 


Class  Third, — 

Winter   Term,     1874 
Do  1873, 


200 
216 


165 
159 


Decrease 16        Increase 6' 
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Summer  Term,   1874 160  306 

Do  1873 162  278 


)ecrease 12        Increase 28 


Total  jVo.  cf  Teachers  employed^ — 

Winter  Term,    1874 685  858 

Do  1873 711  802 


Decrease 2'")        Increase 56 


Summor  Term,  1874 6)0  1111 

Do  1873 015   1044 


Decrease Lj        Increase 67 

Total  iVo.  Licensed  Teachers  and  Assistants  Employed, — 

Winter    Term,   1874 '..1580 

Do  1873 1561 


Increase 29 


Summer  Term,   1874 1744 

Do  1873 1697 


Increase 47 

4.    Salaries   of  Teachers 

deceived  direct  from  Governmenl, — 

Teachers  of  Public  Schools,  by  law,  1874 $121900  05 

Total  direct  from  Government.  1873 $119170  38 

Decrease $     2729  67 

Received  from  Triistees  of  various  Sections, — * 

Paid  to  Teachers  by  Trustees,  per  agreement — 

1874 .' $259934  03 

1873 $249166  00 

Increase $  10768  03 

Total.  Direct  from  Govern m'.Mit $121900  05 

From  Trustees..^ $259934  03 

Total  1874 $3S1834"08 

''     1873 $368336  38 

Increase $1349^  70 


♦  The  sources  from  which  Trustees  derive  fnn«lH  for  the  payment  of  iVactieis  dalariM 
the  relative  amount  from  each  for  1S74.  will  beacon  ft-om  iti0  following  statement: 

Paid  toTruHteej*of  C  unty  Acaoemies  l»y  Ooveriimont $    6.410.CO 

BieceWed  by  the  TrostecB  from  the  Coanty  ARHBiiHment  Fund  -    •    -    •         107.391.39 

"  |113.8«»1.39 
BftlMce  MfesM'l  f^ithin  the  seyeral  Sectloua  by  vote  of  rate-payers    -    •    -    146,132.M 

$259,93430: 


■ 
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5.    School  Houses. 

No.  of  School-houses  built  during  1874 66 

No.  in  course  of  erection,  Oct.  Slst,  1874 46 

Amount  voted  for  building   purposes  at  meeting, 

Sept.,  1874 $53,204 

6.    Summary  of  Government  Expenditure  in  Aid  of 

Public  Schools. 

Common  Schools,  1874 $121,900.05 

Do.  1873 119,170.38 

Increase ,..      $2729.67 

County  Academies,  1874 $6410.00 

Do.  1873 6251.28 

Increase $  158.72 

JSonus  to  Teachers  of  Grades :        • 

A.  and  B.  of  5  years  service $4123.73 

Inspection  of  Schools,  1874 $12,592.66 

"  1873 12,352.99 

Increase .$     239!66 

Examination  of  Teachers,  1874 $1827.94 

Do.  1873 1169.48 

Increase •  658.46 

Miscellaneous,  1874 «10,626.28 

Do.  1873 9,488,31 

Increase S  1,137.97 

Total  Government  Expenditure  in  aid  of  Public  Schools. 

1874 $167,480.65 

1873 148,432,44 

Increase .$    9,048.21 

?•    Summary  of  Local  Expenditure  in  aid  of  Public 

Schools. 

Debts  of  previous  years  paid  off,  1874 $21,822.53 

Do.  do.  1873 13,046.00 

Increase •  8,777.63 
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Teachers  and  AsaistanU,  1874 $259,934.03 

Do,  do.         1873 249,166.00 

Increase .$  10,768.03 

Interest  on  borrowed  money,  1874 $10,588.30 

Do.  do.  1873 10,147.00 

Increase ^     441.30 

Purcluise  and Imprevement  of  Grounds,  1874......S3058.00 

Do.  do.  do.  1873 3490.00 

Decrease ..$  332.0o 

JEUpairs  on  School  Hoicses  and  Out  Houses,  1874812,319,22 
Do.  do.  do.  1873  15,475.00 

Decrease »  3,155.78 

New  School  Bouses  and  Out  Souses S25,414.14 

Do  do.  do,  1873 25,468.00 

Decrease S       53.86 

School  Desks  and  Seats,   1874 ....S6,457.42 

Do,  1873 4,398.00 


fl<»AH>.'4* 


Increase $2,059.42 

SehoolBooks  and  Apparatus,  1874 $7,723,39 

Do.  1873 7,203.00 

Increase 9    520.39 

1^1874. S17, 542X0 

Do.   1873 18,386.00 

Decrease $     844.00 

Ineuranceon  Schools,  1874 $4^227  67 

Do.  1673 2,059.06 

Increase ;..... ....t2, 168.67 

Omimissions  to  Secretaries  of  Trustees,  1874 S6,882.61 

^Do.  do.  do.  1873 6,988.00 

Decrease $    104.39 
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liisceUaneous,  1874 S18,771.00 

Do.  1873 U.478.00 


Increase S  4,293.00 

Total  Expmditure  on  Fublic  Schools,  1874 «394. 740.76 

Do,  do.  do.  1873 370,303.00 


Increase S  24,437.75 

Jotal  indebtedness  of  Sections  at  close  of  year, 

1874 S183,055.96 

Do.  1873 176,991.26 


Increase S    6,064.70 

8.     Total  Expenditure  for  Public  Schools^ 

Government 8157.480.65 

Local 394,740.75 


Total  1874 ^552,221.40 

"     1873 518,735.44 


Increase $  33,485.96 

Sources  of  Funds  to  meet  this  Expenditure  : 

Legislative  Grants 8157,480.65 

Assessed  on  Counties  hy  law 107,301.39 

Raised,  or  to  be  raised  within  the  Sections  by 

vote  of  Rate-payers '    287,349.30 

$552,221.40 


9.     Educational  Expenditure  of  Nova  Scotia. 

PoitloD  pmid  by 
aov»i(.f  N.  S.) 

Public  Schools S552;221.40 5157,480.65 

.  normal  and  Model  School       4,733.00 4,733.00 

Special  Academies.... 26,970.00 6,800.00 

Colleges* 35,337.47 6,000.00 


Total,  1874  6619,361.87 •:  175,013.65 

"      1873    573,152.44 165,562.44 

Increase 8  46,209.43 8  9,451.21 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Your  obed*t  serv't, 

A.  S.  HUNT, 

!Stiper%ntmdmt  of  Eduoatifhu 

*  AMigDlng  one  half  of  the  Expenditure  of  Monni  AUiMn  CoUajce  ftad  Aoadeny  l» 
Heir  Bniiunnek. 
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TABLE  XVIll.— Continued. 

PICTOU  ACADEMY. 

By  the  decision  of  the  C.  P.  I.,  the  two  highest  departmeuts  of  this  Insti- 
tution have  been  constiteted  the  Pictou  Academy  and  the  Return  is  made  out 
accordingly.  Mathematics  and  Science  belong  to  one  department,  English  and 
Clasifics  to  the  other.  The  item  of  $620  under  the  head  "  Income  from  Benti, 
Invested  Funds,  &c.,"  has  been  paid  from  the  School  Fund  of  the  city  to  sup- 
plement the  income  from  other  sources. 

Alexandkb  H.  McKay.  B.  A., 

^  PrincipaL 

HORTON  COLLEGIATE  ACADEMY. 

(a)    The  Rents  derived  from  rooms  are  paid  into  the  College  Treasury. 
(h)    Students  have  the  benefit  of  Chemical  and  Philosophical  Api>aratua  in 
the  College. 

INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  DEAF  AND  DUMB. 

(a)  The  regular  term  emla  in  July.  This  year,  owing  to  sicknera  among  th6 
pupils,  school  was  broken  up  nearly  two  months  earlier. 

(6^  The  school  consists  [)ractically  of  free  ])upils.  Last  year  the  fees  only 
amounted  to  $119  for  39  Boarders  and  3  Day  Puy»iLs. 

(c)  The  i)upils  are  i>ractised  d.iily  in  tlio  wae  of  written  language —practica 
rather  than  tlieory  being  tlie  grand  desideratum  and  difficulty  of  the  De» 
Myites. 

(d)  Some  i:'stniction  is  j^'iven  in  all  those  brandies,  but  mere  tabidar  statis- 
tics afford  ni.>  proper  i<lca  of  the  natiu*e  or  amount  of  the  work  performed  in  this 
peculiar  department  of  tuition.  F(>r  a  ])rief  liccount  of  the  metliod  and  course 
of  instruction  see  exi)lanationK  appended  to  Table  R  in  Education  Rejjort,  1868. 

(t)  This  total  includes  a  special  grai't  from  Nova  Scotia  of  $500  for  Bi>oks 
and  ai)jmratus,  $800  from  New  J3runrtwick,  and  ."MOO  from  P.  E.  Island. 

(f)  I  have  no  means  of  kuowiii;^  the  jHCi-i.^e  amount  of  this  item. 

(g)  This  includes  the  f;alary  of  Secretary-  nnd  Matron,  board  of  pupils,  fuel, 
gas  and  all  other  household  expenses. 

J.  Scott  Hltton,  M.  A., 

PrincijpaL 

MOUNT  ALLISON  WESLEY  AN  FEMALE  ACADEJklY. 

(a)  Students  in  the  Mental,  Physical,  and  Political  Science*,  and  in  the 
higher  Mathematics  attend  the  Classes  and  Lectures  of  the  College   ProfeaeorB. 
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TABLE  XXL 

PUBLIC  SCHOOLTEACHERS'  YEARLTEXAMINATION, 

Held  July  2ind,  23rd,  24ih,  and  25th.— 1874. 
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PXTMlCiLBT  OP  OOTJBKKMSKT  IXPENDITUBE. 


TABLE  XXII. 

Summary  of  Oovernmeni  Grants  for  Education^  1874. 

Common  Schools $121900.05 

CouD'y  Academies 6410.00 

Teachers  Honus ; 4123.73 

Inspector  8  Sahu  ies 11842.65 

*'         Stationery,  &o.,  as  clerks  to  Cominisi  lUTS.  750.00 

Examination  of  Tciu-lurs J 827.94 

Printing  Report  l^To,  Blanks,  Manuel,  &c 3281.75 

Journal  of  Ediicali  n           1200.00 

Postage,  Tele,  rams  iuiti  P^.xpress  Charges 434.27 

School  Registers 494.85 

Travelling  Expenses,  I'upiis.  altendiug  Normal  Sdiool. .  381.00 

Miscellaneo.s 946.38 

Normal  and  Model  Schools 4733.00 

Co  leges    6U0U.0J 

Special  Acaden  ies Oi^Ou.OO 

Salaries 2400  00 

Interest  on  Countv  Loan 1468.03 


Total,  1874 «175013.65 

-      1^73 165562  44 


lurcnsc  »9451.21 
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PART   III. 


APPENDICES 


APPENDIX  A, 


REPORTS  OF  INSPECTORS  OF  SCHOOLS  FOR   THE  DIFFERENT 

COUNTIES, 


PICTOU  COUHTY. 


DANIEL  MacDONALD,  Inspkctob. 

Sib. — I  have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  for  your  information 
the  following  Eeport  ot  the  operations  and  condition  of  the  Public 
Schools  in  this  County  for  the  year  just  closed : 

At  the  outset  I  may  say,  the  work  as  a  whole  has  been  progres?ive 
and  satisfactory. 

New  Sectioni, — Two  new  SectioLs  have  been  organized,  and  a  school 
opened  in  one  of  tliem ;  both  in  the  south  District,  viz :  Vale  Colliery  No. 
71,  comprising  the  works  of  botli  the  "Vale  Coal  Mining  Co."  and  the 
"  Mitchell  Mine"  eo  called,  with  tho  village  that  is  rapidly  springing  up 
in  the  immediate  neighbourhood.  Though  situated  witliin  the  limits 
of  Marsh  Section  No.  28,  it  was  until  recently,  unoccupied  wil- 
derness land,  and  yielded  nothing  to  the  resources  of  that  Section. 
There  are  now  at  least  120  children  of  school  age  in  the  limits  connected 
with  tlie  mines.  The  other  is  at  Upper  Barney's  River,  called  Moimt 
Adam  No.  72.  The  formation  of  this  Section  necessitated  the  re-arrange- 
ment of  the  boundaries  of  two  adjoining  Sections.  The  population  is 
sparse  and  consists  chiefly  of  young  families,  practically  *'  dwellers  in  the 
wilderness,"  and  it  will  probably  be  one  and  a  half  years  before  they  get 
a  school  opened.  These  make  a  total  of  131  Sections,  72  in  the  South 
and  59  in  the  North  District 

New  Ilouies  Opened, — There  have  been  7  new  houses  opened  during  the 
year ;  all  have  been  built  upon  the  prescribed  plans,  and  fmnished  with 
the  Dawson  Desks,  viz :  in  the  South  District,  Bridgeville  No  15,  Merigo- 
mish  West  No.  40,  Merigomish  East  No.  41,  Wentworth  Grant  No.  64, 
and  Mount  William  No  70,  one  of  oiur  recently  formed  Sections ;  in  the 
North  District,  South  Mount  Dalhousie  No.  23,  and  Black  River  No.  25. 
In  all,  except  one,  new  and  enlarged  sites  have  been  procured,  and  that 
one  ('Merigomish  Kastj  enlarged  its  playground  area. 


4     '  BDUOATIOIT — INSPEGTOBB'  BXPOXTS. 

Houses  Nearly  Finished, — McPhereon's  Mills  No.  27  have  erected  a  neat 
and  Bubstantial  buildintij,  so  far  as  the  wood-work  is  concerned,  but  it  haa 
iinfortunatc^^ly  been  placed  upon  a  foundation  of  rouph,  loose  stones  laid 
upon  the  surface,  part  of  which  had  rolled  off  before  the  time  of  my  viait 
Churchyille  Xo.  32,  McKenzieville  No.  52,  f'a  Poor  Section),  Westville  No. 
67  has  a  building  designed  for  tiro  departments,  affording  accommodation 
for  about  100  pupils,  nearly  completed,  and  which  they  expect  to  occupy 
about  tlie  Ist.  December  next.  This  will  afford  great  relief  to  the  over- 
crowded rooms,  and  overwrou^flit  teachers  in  the  old  building,  yet,  it  wiU 
be  far  short  of  the  accommodation  required.  It  will  secure  sittings  for  a 
total  of  390,  but  there  are  now  650  children  of  school  age  in  the  section. 
Fisher  Grant  Section  No.  52  lias  a  large  house  intended  for  two  depart- 
ments in  course  of  completion.  "BCSMlSS'these,  Fox  Brook  No.  10,  St  Mary's 
Lower  No.  24,  Mount  Thom  Upper,  all  Poor  Sections,  have  made  extensive 
repairs  and  seated  their  houses  anew.  Scotch  Hill  No.  51  have  finished 
the  inside  of  their  house.  Vale  Colliery  leased  a  building,  fitted  it  up  in 
good  style  with  the  Dawson  Desks;  the  brick  building  in  Pictou  has  been 
furnished  with  the  Patent  Desks  and  Chairs ;  new  and  more  commodious 
outhouses  provided  and  the  premises  generally  improved.  Westville  has 
cleaned  all  the  rooms  in  the  old  house,  painted  the  walls  and  ceilings,  and 
greatly  improved  their  sauitarj'  condition.  Several  other  sections  have 
made  improvements  to  some  extent 

Thus,  we  have  had  7  houses  finished  and  oceapied,  6  Dearlv^fiDiahed 
and  about  to  bo  opened,  and  1  well  advanced,  all  which  indicates 
an  appreciation  of  what  is  required,  and  a  determination  to  advance. 

Sections  >  o.  6  Cape  John,  No.  50  Scotch  Hill  West  have  voted 
moneys  for  New  Buildings ;  unfavourable  circumstances  delayed 
proceedings,  and  the  i5oard  have  granted  extension  of  time  to 
use  the  old  houses.  Lismore  No.  45,  always  hitherto  reported 
of  unfavourably,  has  at  last  awakened  to  an  appreciation  of  it» 
unenviable  position,  and  at  last  Annual  Meeting  voted  SSOO  for 
building.  A  proposal  to  divide  the  section  will  probably  prevent 
immediate  action. 

But  there  is  a  dark  sid3  to  the  picture,  a  foul  stain  upon  our 
fair  luime.  The  demon  discord  raised  the  incendiary's  hand  and 
burned  the  large,  new,  well  finished  and  well  furnished  house  in 
Glencoe  Sect.  No.  16.  A  loss  of  at  least  $1000  to  the  section, 
besides  tha  want  of  a  school  and  the  loss  of  precious  time.  The 
feud  still  continues  without  any  immediate  prospects  of  termina- 
ting. The  case  has  already  been  submitted  to  the  Council  of  Public 
Instruction,  and  hence  it  is  superfluous  to  state  particulars  here. 
To  me  it  appears  evident  that  there  is  but  one  of  two  ways  to 
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tlje  the  matter,  viz ;  let  the  strife  bum  itself  out  and  the  section 
aufier  its  fearful  consequences,  or,  suppress  it  by  a  decisive  act 
of  the  Couucil. 

New  Schools  Opened, — Two  new  Schools  were  opened.  Mount  William 
Ko.  70,  opened  on  the  lat  May,  and  bad  18  pupils  during  the  term. 
Yale  Collier^'  No.  71  was  opened  on  the  9th  September,  and  up  to  the 
Slst  October  bad  96  pupils.  Owing  to  difficult  and  peculiar  circumstan- 
ces this  school  was  opened  in  advance  of  legal  action.  The  case  was 
fully  explained  to  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  and  the  course  pursued 
was  cordially  approved.  The  teacher,  Mr.  Duncan  R.  Thompson,  has  a 
most  arduous  work  on  hand,  and  merits  great  credit  for  the  amount  of 
skill  and  tact  manifested.  Thirty  of  the  pupils  are  Alsatians  witliout  a 
word  of  English.  To  teach  these  little  foreigners  the  language  in  connec- 
tion with  the  work  of  a  large  miscellaneous  school  of  English  pjieaking 
children  with  success  is  a  work  of  no  ordinary  character.  To  me  it  was 
delightful  to  witness  the  intelligence  beaming  in  the  countenance  of  his 
senior  class  of  Alsatians,  shewing  that  by  the  alternate  or  combined  use 
of  French  and  English  he  was  reaching  the  imderstanding.  Another 
department  will  be  necessary  next  season. 

tSections  wii/iout  Sc/iool,  aiid  the  Reasons, — In  the  North,  Black  River 
No.  19,  a  small  weak  section  with  but  few  children,  and  without  a  house. 
I  visited  it  in  winter  with  the  hope  of  organizing  a  school,  but  found  the 
want  of  a  l)uibling  an  insui)erable  obstacle.  I  visited  aga-in  in  Autumn, 
wrote  out  notices  convening  the  Annual  Meeting,  and  have  t^ome  hopes 
that  they  will  organize,  and  adopt  measures  towards  getting  a  house. 
Upi)er  Toney  River  No.  59  lately  formed,  was  also  twice  visited.  Trustees 
have  been  appointe<l  and  a  site  selected.  In  the  South  District  Big 
Woods  No.  03,  had  made  some  preparation  for  building,  but  owing  to 
removals  by  death  and  otherwise,  proceedings  have  been  stayed,  and  it  is 
not  likely  anything  will  bo  done  for  some  time.  These  three  and  the 
section  newly  formed  are  the  only  ones  that  have  never  had  a  house  nor 
a  school.  No.  33  Big  Gut  is  in  Banie  state  as  last  reported,  the  old  house 
useless,  tlie  new  rotting  also.  I  have  suggested  to  the  Board  the  propriety 
of  di8nieml>ering  it,  and  distributing  the  rate-payers  among  tlu*  adjoining 
sections.  This  will  probably  be  the  issue  of  their  EducatiouMl  <!eft<lness. 
No.  40  Knoidart  1ms  taken  no  steps  towards  building;  the  weakness  of 
the  section]  is  assigned  as  the  reason.  It  has  not  bad  a  school  for  the 
last  three  terms.  No.  (>8  Black  Brook  and  KeeiK)ch  has  been  so  weakened 
by  removals  that  the  few  remaining  are  unable  to  support  a  school  of 
any  kind. 

ISchooU  in  operation. — Of  the  131  Sections  124  have  had  school  some 
portion  of  the  year.  In  the  Winter  Term  there  were  130  in  session ;  67 
in  the  South  and  63  in  the  North  District.  In  the  Summer  Term  there 
were  145 ;  78  in  the  South  and  67  in  the  North;  these  were  in  session  an 
aggregate  of  14586  days  in  the  former,  and  14819  in  the  latter  term. 


6  EDUCATION — IKBPECTOB8     BSPOKT8. 

In  the  Winter  Term  5  were  in  session  for  less  than  80  days, 
120  for  100  days  and  upwards,  and  50  for  the  full  term  of  118 
days.  In  Summer  10  were  less  than  80  days,  110  for  100  and 
upwards,  and  only  22  for  the  full  term  of  110  days ;  of  these  in 
session  for  upwards  of  100  days,  22  lost  but  ori/  day. 

The  following  tables  will  clearly  exhibit  the  respective  numbers. 

WINTER    TERM. 


No.  of 
Schools. 

lime  in 
Session. 

Pupils 
Registered. 

Dav*8 

Attendance. 

North  District 

South        do 

63 
67 

2994 
;M16 

175165 
205209 

Total 

130 

14586 

6410 

:«o;^4 

SUMW 

LER    TERM 

[. 

North  DiHtrict 1 

South        d«> 

67 

78 

3131 
39()5 

162460 
207906 

Total 

145 

14819 

70IK5 

370:^66 

Increa.«e 

15 

233 

686 

Deer  10008 

A  comparison  of  the  Statistics  for  1874  with  those  of  the 
preceding  year  show  a  balance  iu  favor  of  1874,  except  in  the  No. 
of  Schools. 


1874. 
1873. 


275 

270 


Dec. 


Time  in 
Se85$ion. 

1 

No.  of 
Pupils. 

Attendance. 

i          2i)405 
1          28579 

i:i506 
13254 

750740 
727176 

Incr.     82r) 

Incr.     252 

Incr.  23564 

With  a  decrease  of  4  Schools  in  session  during  the  year,  there 
has  been  an  increase  ot  the  number  of  pupils  registered,  of  time 
in  Session,  and  of  the  Grand  Total  davs  attendance.  These 
results  are  very  satisfactory. 


1874. 
1873. 


Av.  daily  pi-eseiit 
for  time  in  session 


Av,  daily  present 
full  tonu. 


3752 
3430 


Incr.  313 


3;i28 
3178 


Incr    150 


Present 
per  100  regis. 


62.8 
51.8 


Present  for 
100  regH.fuU  term 


46.9 
47.0 


Incr.    1.0  1  Deer.  0.1 


These  data  indicate  progress,  though  not  very  marked. 
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Teachers.— Thfiie  were  132  licensed  teachers  and  1  assistant  employed 
durinf^  the  Winter  term,  3  being  substitutes  for  changes  during  the  term. 
In  summer  tliere  were  147  teachers  and  1  assistant,  2  being  substitutes 
for  removals.  One  held  a  permissive  license,  (the  only  one  granted,)  but 
he  proved  remarkably  successfuU 

I  am  sorry  to  say  that  remarks  made  in  former  reports  respecting 
the  migrator}'  habits  of  teachers,  and  the  passion  for  change  preva- 
•  lent  in  sections  are  too  applicable  to  the  past  year.  In  the 
Winter  Term  64  continued  in  the  same  section  as  during  the 
preceding  term,  25  removed  to  other  sections,  and  43  new,  or 
different  teachers  were  employed.  In  the  Summer  Term  71 
continued,  43  removed,  and  34  new  teachers  engaged.  This 
shows  a  considerable  improvement  over  the  preceding  year,  but 
still  the  degree  of  instability  is  most  prejudicial  to  the  interests,  of 
Education,  and  highly  discreditable  to  all  parties.  The  fault 
rests  with  the  Teachers  and  Trustees  mutually ;  the  former  seek 
higher  salaries  and  more  agreeable  schools,  the  latter  lower  salaries 
and  more  compliant  teachers.  The  causes  are  multitudinous,  but 
all  resolvable  into  that  of  insufficient  remuneration.  On  this 
point  I  have  merely  to  reiterate  the  sentiments  hitherto  expressed. 

The  results  of  the  last  decade  shew  clearly  that  the  profession 
is  likely  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  females  almost  entirely.  The 
great  majority  of  our  male  Teachers  are  students,  making  teaching 
"  a  stepping  stone "  to  their  advancement.  There  are  but  few 
schools  in  country  sections,  that  afford  anything  like  a  competency 
for  the  maintenance  of  a  small  family.  Even  our  Special  and 
County  Academies  do  not  afford  sufficient  inducement  to  retain 
the  services  of  men  of  first  class  abilities.  Almost  anv  man  of 
ordinary  ability  will  do  better  in  many  other  avocations.  While 
this  continues,  teaching  must,  to  a  great  extent,  fall  into  the  hands 
of  females  and  boys,  and  of  a  few  Students.  Hence  the  remedy 
for  this  instability  is,  increase  the  salary  so  as  to  indace  men  to 
make  teaching  their  profession,  or,  raise  the  standard  of  female 
qualifications,  remove  sexual  disabilities  as  regards  salaries,  discon* 
tinue  the  grade  E  entirely,  let  Inspectors  deal  more  faithfully, 
have  their  Inspection  notes  published,  that  the  meritorious  and 
the  incompetent  may  become  known,  so  that  the  former  may 
be  appreciated  and  encouraged,  and  the  latter  expelled  from  the 
profession  by  want  of  employment. 
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WINTER    TEEM. 


2 

I 

14 
10 

6 

7 

4 

1  D.  Awiftant. 
0 

Total 

3 

24 

12 

« 

1 

48 

Sferth-Dutrict,  Fsmalw. 

0 

0 

0 

1 

16 
19 

20 
22 

3 

0 
0 

40 
45 

fl 

1 

36 

« 

7 

0 

Grand  Total... 

3 

25l47 

50 

^ 

1 

133 

SUMMER    TERM. 


2 

B. 

13 
11 

l4 

3 

E. 
0 

ID.AidlUut. 

Total. 

ToUl         do 

4 

24 

20 

6 

0               1 

55 

North  Dirtrict,  Females 

SoDth       do.           do 

0 
0 

0 

1 

IB 
23 

24 

10 
2 

0 

0 

43 
50 

Total 

0 

1 

;« 

42 

12 

0 

93 

Summer,  Grand  Total 

Wiciter.        do.      do 

4 

25 
25 

58 
47 

4S 
50 

12 

7 

1 

1 

14M 
133 

■Yeuir.        <!->.      d... 

T 

50 

105 

m 

10 

2 

280 

The  number  during  the  year,  103  Malea  and  178  Females. 

TLero  were  1*0  young  teat^hers  emplojed  for  their  first  te  nn, 
viz: — 11  iu  the  Winter  and  !>  in  the  Suiumer  Term.  The  num- 
ber of  each  grade  continued  about  the  same  as  in  1873. 

Towns  aud  Villages  nitb  graded  Schools  may  retain  permanenti; 
the  services  of  one  or  two  first  clais  Male  teachers  aa  Principals, 
but  coil ntrv  Sections  cannot.  There  have  been  during  the  year 
closed,  but  ISTeachera  that  received  $400  and  upwards  per  annum 
iucludiug  Prov.  allowance.  The  maximum  salaries  are  $800  per 
annum. 


Some  of  our  largest  and  most  central  country  Sections  sboold 
be  encouraged  to  have  a  manse  for  their  Teacher,  and  to  keep  a 
first  class  man  permanently.  There  should  be  something  like 
Superior  Schools  in  which  ao  amount  of  Classics  and  Mathematics 
should  be  taught  to  fit  our  youth  fbrentsting  the  CooDtf  Academy. 


PICTOU  COUKTY.  9 

The  want  of  such  training  in  our  public  Schools  is  a  great  barrier 
to  the  diffusion  of  classical  learning. 

I  would  reiterate  the  opinion  hitherto  expressed  respecting 
low  grade  teachers.  Grade  E,  as  a  class  does  positively  "  more 
harm  than  good."  By  all  means  restrict  the  license  to  one  year's 
service. 

Non-Attendance,— The  Abstracts  show  that  there  were  in  Sections 
having  Schools,  1555  children  of  school  age  not  in  school  at  all  during 
the  Winter  Term,  and  1509  dming  the  Summer.  Total  number  from  5 
to  15  years  of  age  in  Sections  having  Schools  was  7798,  of  which  number 
5688  attended  school,  leaving  2110  that  did  not  This  fact  speaks  more 
powerfully  than  any  sensational  remarks  can  do.  **■  Tell  it  not  in  Gath, 
publish  it  not  the  streets  of  Askelon,"'  tliat  in  the  County  of  Fictou  there 
are  2110  children  of  school  age,  growing  up  in  ignorance  within  easy 
access  to  the  schools,  which  are  as  free  to  them  as  the  air  they  breathe. 

Instances  liave  come  to  my  knowledge  of  families  within  half  a  mile 
ol  the  school-liouse,  with  from  3  to  5  children  that  might  attend  regularly, 
and  not  one  attended  during  the  term.  The  Trustees  knew  no  reason 
for  their  being  withheld.  I  met  with  a  similar  case  and  upon  inquiring 
the  cause,  received  the  significant  answer,  '•  one  thing  and  another  always 
kept  them  home.** 

Where  such  apathy  exists,  is  there  not  need  for  a  "  Compulsory 
attendance"  enactment?  In  my  judgment  the  time  for  such  an 
enactment  has  not  only  arrived,  but  when  much  longer  delay 
would  be  criminal  injustice  to  the  young,  and  a  trifling  with  the 
interests  of  the  body  politic.  I  euter  into  no  argumentation,  let 
the  fact  stated  suffice.  The  example  of  other  countries  that  have 
adopted  the  principle  is  before  us ;  Why  do  we  not  go  forward  ? 

I  might  arrange  the  teachers  in  groups  as  Superior,  Middling, 
Poor,  Very  Poor  in  regard  to  the  work  done,  irrespective  of  grade 
of  license  held.  Education  does  not  always  make  the  Teacher, 
nor  does  a  first  class  license  guarantee  success.  We  need  more 
practical  training  for  the  work.  Many  of  our  young  people  who 
attend  the  County  Academy  and  New  Glasgow  High  School 
where  the  Normal  School  system  is  well  carried  out,  do  so  simply 
to  receive  an  education,  and  do  not  visit,  as  they  might,  the  sub- 
ordinate departments  to  see  the  practical  working  of  the  system. 
Many  who  get  such  an  amount  of  education  at  the  country  schools 
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as  enables  them  to  take  a  class  at  the  Provincial  Examination,  are 
yet  lamentably  ignorant  of  practical  work.  I  would  strongly  urge 
that  every  Candidate  Teacher  should  spend  a  "^mwx  at  the  Normal 
School. 

Whilst  deference  should  be  paid  to  the  l.i^pector's  Eeport  by 
Commissioners  :  and  in  cases  where  he  re^»v)rts  incompetency,  or 
"  class  of  license  not  sustained"  part  or  the  whole  of  the  grant 
should  be  withheld,  yet  I  am  not  prepared,  (as  so  me  appear  to  be^ 
to  invest  the  Inspectors  wi^-.h  absolute  power  to  grant  or  withhold 
the  Teachers'  Provincial  money.  If  these  officers  be  faithful  in 
giving:  publicity  to  their  judgment  on  the  merits  of  the  Schools  a 
salutarv  influence  \^•ill  be  exercised,  and  the  *  drones'  will  soon  be 
expelled.  I  think  the  time  has  arrived  when  the  Xotes  of  Inspec- 
tion should  be  published  ;  were  that  to  take  place  "  a  tale  may  be 
told"  that  whilst  it  may  gratify  some,  it  may  make  the  ears  of 
ethers  tingle.  So  long  as  teachers  know  that  these  documents 
remain  in  the  "  Educational  Archives"  as  so  much  waste  paper, 
that  they  have  no  effect  upon  their  salaries,  nor  yet  upon  their 
reputation  outside  the  precints  of  the  Education  Office,  what  need 
they  care  about  them  ?  I  have  found  tliat  my  short  reports  pub- 
lished weekly  in  a  local  paper  have  incomparably  more  influence 
in  this  county  than  any  Inspection  notos  sent  to  your  office. 

For  full  particulars  resi)ecting  Teachers,  work  done  &c.,  &c.,  I 
must  refer  you  to  my  Notes  of  Inspection.  In  them  you  will  find 
many  pronounced  v<?n/  goodj  the  majority  satisfactorij ,  several  poor 
and  a  few,  happily  very  few,  class  of  license  ywt  suMnined,  and 
progress  none.  As  hitherto  the  large  majority  have  exhibited  skill 
and  fidelity  and  secured  success,  a  few  were  mere  *  figure  heads' 
and  not  ornamental  at  that,  others  were  money  seekers  for  a 
special  object,  such  as  to  pay  for  an  organ  or  piano-forte  ;  to  get 
a  good  '  fit  out' ;  to  get  money  to  pay  their  passage  to  the  States, 
and  some  their  expenses  at  college  next  term.  Many  from  the 
pure  motive  of  doing  good ;  these  latter  were  immeasurably  the 
most  successful.  In  a  few  instances  I  found  knitting,  and  sewing 
materials  and  unfinished  work  of  that  kind,  and  in  a  few  instances 
"Yellow  covered"  Literature  in  the  Teachers'  desks.  There 
might  be  nothing  censurable  in  these,  as  they  might  engage  their 
attention  at  recess,  or  at  noon,  or  when  the  teacher  had  to  remain 
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afr-er  hours  with  delinquents,  but  they  create  suspicion  when  the 
work  of  the  School  is  found  defective.  I  have  not  met  anything 
of  the  l(ind  with  the  industrious  and  successful  except  one. 

Branches  of  Study, — Writing  is  the  only  really  defective  branch.  It 
is  a  common  enquiry,  •*  Why  is  it  we  see  none  of  that  beautiful  text  and 
half  text  and  full  round-hand  that  we  used  to  have  ?**  Various  reasons 
may  bo  assigned,  but  all  may  be  resolved  into  **  want  of  attention  and 
of  time  f^iven  to  it."  Tlie  directions  given  by  Professors  of  Penman- 
ship respecting  positions,  holding  the  pen,  «&c.,  are  too  much  ignored. 
The  system  principally  in  use  may  have  something  to  do  with  it.  I 
have  serious  doubts  whether  Staples'  system  will  produce  as  good  results  as 
some  of  the  otliers.  One  tiling  is  clear  that  that  is  the  system  principally 
used  for  several  \^oars,  and  the  writing  of  to-day  will  not  bear  compari- 
son with  tliat  of  20  or  even  of  30  years  ago.  In  some  schools  I  found  a 
scarcity  of  prescribed  copies — blank  paper  to  be  set  with  head-lines  by  the 
teacher  used  instead.  I  have  refused  to  acknowledge  such,  and  have  in- 
sisted upon  tlie  introduction  of  some  one  of  the  prescribed  series.  In 
some  instances  I  have  found  some  of  our  young  ladies  greater  connosiours 
than  either  Staples,  Duustan  or  Swan,  and  reset  the  copies. 

Much  time  is  devoted  to  Algebra  and  to  Cxeometry.  Too  many 
of  our  young  teachers  seem  to  look  upon  it  as  a  proof  of  merit 
to  have  some  pupils  at  these  branches.  For  the  want  of  judgment 
as  well  as  of  skill  it  is  a  mere  \\'aste  of  time.  Definitions  and 
fundamental  principles  are  of  no  moment,  and  the  poor  children 
are  crowding  their  memories  with  unmeaning  words,  and  perform- 
ing merely  mechanical  exercises.  Even  in  some  of  our  higher 
Schools  the  practical  is  completely  over-clouded  by  the  theoretical. 
It  is  no  uncommon  thing  to  find  pupils  at  third  and  fourth  Book 
of  Euclid  that  cannot  practically  bisect  a  line,  or  find  the  contents 
of  a  triangular  surface,  much  less  construct  a  line  of  chords. 
Theory  is  necessary  but  let  not  the  practical  in  anything  be  over-^ 
looked.  Geography  is  well  attended  to,  but  History  is  by  no 
means  satisfactory.  It  is  customary  to  begin  at  the  first  of 
(Jollier's  British  History  and  to  read  straight  through  the  Book. 
This  is  well  where  pupils  have  time  to  take  a  full  course,  but  few 
can  do  this.  Hence  it  might  be  well  in  such  cases  to  take  a  mere 
outline  of  our  earlv  History  and  to  devote  more  attention  to  later 
periods,  such  as  of  the  present  line  of  Sovereigns.  Calkin's  Out- 
lines of  Nova  Scotia  History  are  well  attended  to,  but  our  Canadian 
History  is  sadly  neglected  for  the  want  of  suitable  text  books, 
lliles'  History  is  being  introduced,  and  Campbell's  School  History 
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of  Nova  Scotia  has  excited  high  aDticipations.  Hap  Drawing  as 
well  as  drawing  from  model  cards  receives  some  attention,  but  it 
is  very  deficient.  Want  of  skill  on  the  part  of  Teachers  is  the 
sole  cause,  we  cannot  teach  what  we  do  not  know. 

J9oaX:«.— The  prescribed  Books  are  used  in  all  our  schools,  and  all 
have  been  tolerably  well  supplied.  The  Nova  Scotia  Arithmetic  has 
been  almost  entirely  supplanted  by  Greenleafs'.  Eaton  &  Frazee's  Com- 
mercial is  being  introduced  as  a  Teacher's  text-book.  McCabe's  Grammar 
is  generally  approved  but  has  not  yet  been  extensively  introduced. 
Many  consider  it  not  sufficiently  elementary  for  a  Primary,  nor  yet  exten- 
sive enough  for  an  advanced  text-book.  It  is  certainly  an  improvement 
upon  the  old  in  many  respects. 

Schools  with  us  sufier  much  by  the  multiplicity  of  reading 
classes.  I  have  no  sympathy  with  those  who  advocate  an  addition 
to  the  number  of  reading  books.  Had  we  a  dozen  instead  of  seven 
we  would  find  all  in  use,  and  a  class  at  each  every  day.  It  is  not 
a  multiplicity  of  books  that  will  make  good  readers,  but  the 
amount  of  skilful  attention  given  in  teaching.  I  have  met  classes 
reading  the  Third  Book  who  read  with  more  expression  and 
intelligence  under  judicious  teacliers  than  many  reading  the 
Seventh  Book. 

Seven  Sections  report  that  the  books  are  kept  as  school  property; 
in  all  the  others  the  parents  find  the  supply.  In  Poor  Sections 
where  the  Trustees  will  not  provide  Maps,  <fcc.,  the  Commissioners 
have  upon  my  recommendation  appropriated  the  additional  aid 
from  County  Fund  for  a  term  or  two  to  the  purchase  of  such 
requisites.  This  is  of  more  advantuge  than  the  giving  of  such 
monev. 

Af/reements  or  Bonds.— In  tho  Villiiges  it  is  not  custonmrj*  to  execute 
a  New  Bond  each  Term  especially  when  the  same  teachers  are  continued. 
In  Countrj'  Sections  where  a  change  is  made  almost  every  term  I  have 
insisted  upon  a  Bond.  In  one  Section  (Marshy  Hope)  I  found  a  formal 
Bond,  but  it  was  merely  a  ruse  to  deceive  the  Inspector.  The  Minutes  of 
Annual  Meeting  were  also  of  no  value.  The  amount  voted  was  never 
collected,  and  the  amount  specified  in  the  Bond  was  not  intended  to  be 
paid — the  teacher  took  lier  chance  of  the  Public  Money  as  her  Salary. 
The  Board  upon  my  recommendation  withheld  the  Poor  Section  aid  from 
both  Trustees  and  Teacher.  They  might  have  been  deprived  of  the  whole 
but  we  thought  the  lesser  punishment  might  have  a  salutary  effect. 


PICTOU  OOUFTT.  18 

Registers — As  a  whole  the  Registers  were  kept  with  care  and  neatness. 
There  were  of  course  some  exceptions— a  few  were  such  a  mass  of  con- 
fusion, blots  and  scribhlinp;  as  to  be  (to  me)  unintelligible.  The  common 
defect  was,  neglect  to  flU  in  the  register  of  dei^rtment.  Tlie  Statistical 
Tables  were  too  often  left  blank  at  the  end  of  term;  these  should  be  care- 
fully filled  up  and  preserved  as  a  permanent  record.  A  few. individuals 
filled  up  these  Tables  with  nonsense  and  subscribed  fiictitious  names 
such  as  "  Hecum  Secum",  Jimior  Teacher.  Some  of  the  more  notorious 
cases  are  noted  in  their  proper  place  in  the  Inspector's  Notes. 

Returns.— li\\Q  Returns  were  all  *  up  to  time'  except  those  from  Wej't 
Branch  River  John,  and  from  Pictou  Island.  The  latter  could  be  excused 
on  account  of  the  uncertainty  of  communication.  As  a  whole  these  docu- 
ments  show  great  improvement  in  the  correctness  of  their  preparation. 
There  were  a  few  unpardonable inaoc^ur icies.  A  grade  B  teacher  of  three 
years  experience  in  Section  No.  11  North,  had  iiTecuncilable  discrepancies. 
For  example,  the  Oath  said  ir)92  d.iy.s,  and  that  number  was  inserted  in 
No.  22;  colunm  7<^>  when  added  gave  16.33  (biys.  I  pent  for  a  new  Return, 
pointing  out  >ill  the  errors  in  the  ftrjjt.  The  .second  gave  1541  in  the  Oath, 
and  1644  in  Nos.  2*2  and  70.  The  addition  in  Xo.  76  according  to  the 
numbers  opposite  the  names  was  correct  in  both,  but  did  not  harmonize 
with  the  numl)er  given  in  the  Oath  in  eithor.  There  are  other  discrepan- 
cies between  the  two  copies,  showing  that  no  reliance  can  be  placed  upon 
the  correctness  of  the  datji.  A  third  blank  has  been  sent,  aud  I  expect  to 
receive  "a  third  edition*'  of  statistics. 

The  B  returns  are  lAuch  as  usual.  The  want  of  records  for 
reference,  is  the  cause  of  this.  We  do  not  get  even  the  year  in 
which  the  school  house  was  built — the  same  in  2  consecutive  re- 
turns. I  have  made  up  the  Abstracts  as  carefully  as  possible  and 
consider  th^m  as  reliable  as  those  of  any  former  vear. 

I  cannot  say  that  our  Higher  Institutions  have  fully  maintained 
their  prestige.  A  change  of  teachers  necessarily  produces  a  tera- 
porary  derangement.  The  Academy  has  been  tolerably  well 
attended.  The  Principal,  A.  11.  McKay,  Esq.,  B.  A.,  is  most  en- 
ergetic and  devoted.  There  were  90  pupils  in  attendatice  during 
the  Winter,  and  75  in  the  Summer  Term,  being  30  and  40  less 
than  in  the  corresponding  terms  of  last  year.  In  the  summer  38 
studied  Latin,  11  Greek,  45  French,  1  German,  30  English  Lit- 
erature, 63  British  History,  7  Ancient  Geography,  12  Qiemistrv, 
70  Algebra  and  Geometry,  10  Navigation,  2  Botany  and  Geology. 
The  Principal  will,  as  usual,  give  a  more  full  report.  The  New 
Glasgow    High    School    suffered    an    irreparable  loss  by    Mr. 
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McDonald's  retiring  from  the  profession  to  accept  a  GoTemment 
office.  His  long  experiance  of  19  and  a  half  years  in  the  pro- 
fession, of  which  1 1  and  a  half  were  spent  in  New  Glasgow,  con- 
bined  with  good  natural  abilities  and  a  well  coltirated  mind,  with 
superior  tact  in  government,  elevated  him  to  the  first  status  in  the 
profession.  He  is  succeeded  by  Mr.  W.  B.  Eoss  a  young  gentle- 
man noted  for  his  scrholarly  acquirements.  In  years  and  in 
experience  he  may  be  styled  but  "a  youth"  where  as  his  prede- 
cessor might  be  called  '*a  man  of  war  from  his  youth."  Experience 
may  enable  him  to  command  greater  ix>nfideDce,  and  secure  him 
success. 

Mr.  Hunter,  a  gentleman  of  good  Educational  abilities,  and 
thoroughness  in  his  work  as  a  tescher,  but  void  of  ostentation,  has 
left  the  Preparatory  Department,  and  gone  to  prosecute  the 
profession  in  California.  He  is  succeeded  by  Mr.  Creswick,  a 
gentleman  of  several  years  experience,  who  has  already  secured 
confidence  and  esteem  and  drawn  out  a  large  attendance. 

Stellarton  High  School  enjoyed  the  services  of  Mr.  James 
McLean,  Student,  during  the  Summer.  With  his  return  the 
Anarchy  and  trifling  of  the  Winter  term  gave  place  t^  order,  dil- 
igence and  success.  24  studied  Universal  History,  30  Chemistry, 
8  Latin,  12  French,  12  Algebra  and  Geomotry,  and  5  Navigation. 
His  return  to  college  will  be  severely  telt  by  the  school.  The 
Graded  School  System  is  now  in  successful  operation  in  Pictou, 
Eiver  John,  N.  Glasgow,  Albion  Mines,  Stellarton  and  at  TVest- 
ville;  its  operation  gives  a  beautiful  illustration  of  the  advantages 
of  *'  division  of  labour.*'  Of  our  many  good  teachers  it  is  no  dis- 
paragement to  any,  to  say  that  Mr.  McMillan  in  the  Preparatory 
department  in  Pictou,  in  his  o\^'n  sphere  stands  par  e^rctlUnce;  he 
has  no  compeer.  1  almost  dread  to  speak  of  our  sucessful  men,  as 
attempts  are  often  made  to  lure  them  oft'  by  higher  salaries,  and 
for  our  good,  too  often  with  success.  In  his  work  he  gives  prac- 
tical illustration  of  the  advantages  from  Class-books,  Class-cards, 
&c.  Every  teacher,  we  think,  should  have  his  Class-book  wiUi 
name  or  number  of  each  pupil  in  each  class.  In  general  exercises 
such  as  History,  Geography,  &c,  the  class-cards  are  used  with  ad- 
▼antage.  Each  pupil's  name  is  on  a  card,  these  are  held  in  the 
teacher'a  hand,  and  continually  shuffled  and  the  pupil  called  upon 
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a8  his  card  comes  up.    The  chance  of  calling  upon  the  smartest 
scholars  or  upon  the  same  one  too  frequently  is  entirely  obyiated. 

Fmances. — Our  ftnancial  condition,  as  compared  with  1873,  is  very 
satisfactory.  With  4  schools  less  in  operation  the  amount  paid  for 
salaries  has  1)een  $749  higher;  debts  paid  off,  82,126;  expenditure 
in  building,  81,792  more;  amount  of  Local  Assessment  has  in- 
creased $3,19G.  Total  income  from  local  sources,  81,721  higher,  whilst 
the  indebtedness  has  decreased  83,242. 

Cleanliness. — To  find  a  dirty,  untidy  room  is  now  the  exception.  A 
more  frequent  application  of  the  scrubbing  and  the  white-wash  brush 
would  be  most  salutary  in  many  cases.  I  met  with  one  untidy  house. 
The  teacher,  a  gentleman  of  five  years  experience,  said  by  way  of 
apology,  "  Mr.  Inspector,  we  di'l  not  expect  you  till  Monday,  we  were 
just  going  to  conmience  this  evening  to  fit  up  a  little."  My  re  i)ly  was 
in  effect,  "  You  should  be  always  fitted  up,  for  your  atvn  sakes,  not  for 
the  Inspector's.''  Pots  and  boxes  of  flowering  plants,  cultivated  by  the 
pupils  under  the  Teacher's  superintendence,  and  decoration  of  the  rooms, 
is  now  very  general,  and  in  all  cases  where  I  foimd  most  attention  paid 
to  those  things,!  found  the  work  correspondingly  su][)erior.  Neatness 
and  taste  form  important  items  in  education. 

The  progress  made  in  providing  outhouses  and  improvmg  tlie  premises 
has  been  remarka]>ly  slow,  but  even  in  these  particulars  some  adva  nce- 
ment  has  been  made. 

Changes  in  tJie  School  Law. — Section  No.  CO,  enii)OweriEg  TiustttFto 
levy  moneys  under  certain  limitations,  tho' ftr]>itrHry,  has  commanded 
universal  approval,  and  has  already  produced  eahitai*j'  results.  The 
Section 59  making  Public  Free  Schools  compulsoi-y  imder  certain  condi' 
tions,  must  remain  a  dead  letter,  inapnmch  as  there  is  no  way  prescril.ed  to 
enforce  attention,  nor  i^enalty  attached  for  neglect. 

Holidays'. — The  time  fixed  for  the  summer  vacation  is  exceedingly 
unsatisfactorj'  in  the  countiy  sections  of  this  County,  and  has  incved 
very  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  education.  The  time  is  too  long, 
yoimg  children  lose  much  of  what  they  have  acquired.  Both  the,  time 
and  its  duration  seem  designed  to  meet  the  circumstances  of  towns  and 
not  of  Country  Sections.  I  have  but  little  sympathy  with  the  argimient, 
**  sweltering  and, enervation  during  dog-days"  advanced  by  some.  In  this 
County  our  children  know  no  such  tiling.  Health  and  vivacity  are  our 
happy  characteristics. 

The  attendance  during  the  month  of  July  is  better  than  in  any 
other  month  of  the  term.  Many  young  people  of  both  sexes  at- 
tend   during  that  month,  but  cannot  attend  at  all  aflemards. 
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Haj-raaking  doets  not  commence  till  the  first,  and  more  frequently 
the  second  week  of  August,  and  as  the  schools  close  at  the  middle 
ol  July,  two  or  three  weeks  are  entirely  lost  before  hay-harvest, 
and  two  more  alter  holidays,  as  the  children  cannot  attend.  Take 
a  few  examples  of  its  operation,  viz  : — two  of  our  large  and  two 
of  our  small  Sections.  Sunny  Brae  School  had  an  average  of 
53  for  four  weeks  preceding  vacation,  and  16  for  the  three  weeks 
succeeding  ;  it  closed  \n  ith  54  and  opened  with  15.  Bridgevilk 
School  closed  with  an  average  of  45,  and  on  the  second  day  after 
opening  had  but  6  pupils.  IMarsh  E.  Eiver  had  an  average  for 
full  term  before  holidavs  of  9,  and  for  the  first  week  after  had  but 
2.  McLellan's  Mountain  Upper  had  an  average  of  14,  and  for  5 
days  after  but  2  pupils  appeared.  I  heard  of  others  in  which  the 
attendance  for  the  first  week  varied  from  0  to  3.  Those  are  not 
exceptional  cases,  but  8j>ecimeu8  of  the  state  of  matters  generally, 
based  udou  close  observation  for  the  two  years  past.  The  schoob 
might  just  as  well  have  remained  closed  until  1st  September. 
Some  Sections  were  tempted  to  continue  in  session  while  the  at- 
tendance was  good,  80  that  they  might  enjoy  a  double  advantage 
viz — the  benefit  to  the  children,  and  of  a  larger  share  of  the  county 
grant  for  the  larger  attendance.  Justice  to  other  sections  w^ould 
not  permit  this,  and  in  cases  where  it  w^as  discovered  a  reduction 
proportionate  for  the  time  had  to  be  made,  and  the  teachers  lost 
the  time  entirely.  Sections  sufter  directly  and  the  County  also, 
inasmuch  as  the  grand  total  davs  attendance  will  be  irreatlv  re- 
duced.  I  brought  the  matter  to  the  notice  of  both  the  Boards  of 
Commissiouers,  and  they  concur  with  me  i  n  the  opinion  that  the 
whole  month  of  August  would  be  more  suitable;  but  as  it  is  difficult 
for  the  Council  to  fix  a  time  suitable  to  all  parts  of  the  Province, 
they  and  I  strongly  recommend  that  the  time  of  taking  the  vaca- 
tion be  left  to  be  determined  by  tlie  Board  of  Commissioners  with 
the  (concurrence  of  the  Inspectors  for  the  several  counties,  as  they 
should  be  better  judges  of  the  most  suitable  time. 

Mode  of  Bistributintj  the  Provincial  Granf,-T\\e  mode  of  apportion- 
ment has  proved  most  unsatisfactory  to  all  parties.  It  has  created 
deex>-rooted  disaffection  and  elicited  strong  expressions  against  the  Go- 
vernment. Tlie  old  system  ^ave  universal  satisfaction — the  amoant 
received  by  each  class  of  teachers  was  definite,  and  Teachers  and  Trustees 
knew  at  the  time  of  agreement  exactly  what  amount  they  could  depend 
upon,  and  governed  themselves  accordingly;   but  under  the  preaeat 
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gjBtem  all'is  uncerUixxty,  and  as  a  natunl  oan«e<iQeii0B,  dis«a1ftfr(liim 
pferaito.  Bderenee  to  ttid  aanoonts  paid  to  l^eachen  of  the  same  cUum 
in  diif ereAt  Countiea  piesentB  aa  anomaly  far  from  cr^ditaMe  toHthe 
system,  or  just  to  teaehert.  Why  should  a  Graded  B  Teacher  in  TaDiloicth 
get  S78^  whilst  one  of  the  same  class  and  for  the  same  period  of  stv- 
Tiee  in  InTemess  g*ets  but  951^;  one  in  Lunenbnrg  get  976.60,  and  tiietme 
in  Victoria  but  949.45;  a  difterenoe  of  027.14  per  term  isf  too  great,  and 
should  convince  the  most  prejudiced  of  the  unffdmess  of  the  system  in 
its  results.    It  cannot  prove  otherwise  than  disastrous. 

-  I,  in  common  with  all  others,  expected  that  each  county  would 
receive  the  same  amount  as  in  1872  sulrject  to  certain  specified 
limitations,  and  why  such  has  not  been  the  case  is  not  well  under- 
stood. We  suppose  it  to  be  owing  to  a  defect  in  the  law,  that 
whilst  it  specifies  that  any  county  receiving  less  than  in  the  cor- 
responding term  of  1872  shall  receive  a  supplement  to  make  the 
amount  equal  to  the  sum  received  in  that  year,  yet  it  fiiils  to 
provide  a  supplementary  fund,  and  the  amount  fixed  by  statute 
will  not  afibrd  the  necessary  amount.  I  might  specify  the 
amount  &c,  received  by  this  county  but  deem  it  unecessary. 
Though  the  auiouut  allotted  to  each  teacher  has  varied  and  hence 
proved  distasteful,  we  are  happily  ii'eed  from  those  extremes  which 
obtain  in  other  counties. 

Both  Boards  of  Commissioners  considered  the  matter;  that  for  the 
North  District  recorded  its  strong  dissapproval  of  the  present 
system  and  recommended  the  re-adoption  of  the  old  system. 
That  for  the  JSouth  drew  up  and  unamimously  adopted  the  follow- 
ing resolu- ion  and  instructed  the  Inspector  to  embody  it  in  his 
Annual  Keport  to  the  Superintendent.  "Eesolution. — The  Board 
of  School  Commissioners  for  the  South  District  of  Pictou,  having 
considered  the  operation  of  the  law  in  the  distribution  of  the  Pro- 
vincial School  Grant,  and  having  found  that  the  uncertainty  of  the 
amounts  allotted  to  teachers  operate  prejudicially  to  the  interests 
of  Education  in  this  county,  as  it  afiects  both  teachers  and  trustees, 
would  therefore  urgently  press  upon  th*^  Government  the  import- 
ance of  a  repeal  of  that  portion  of  the  law  and  return  to  the 
former  system.^* 

Personal  Labours, — I  have  made  298  official  visits,  and  spent  on  an 
average  2  hours  40  minutes  in  each  school  during  winter,  and  2  hours  45 
minutes  in  summer.  Every  section  and  every  department  has  beeti  vis- 
ited, except  Pictou  Island;  there  is  rarely  any  communloatiOD  betiratn  it 
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and  the  mfV^^*^  during  winter,  andthereii  no  regular  ccwnnninlffitiaB 
eren  in  mimmer.  The  distance  from  PScton  ia  about  ten  milea,  and  a  boirt 
charge!  $6  to  make  the  trip.  In  a  Scotchman'!  estimation  it  will  not  pay 
to  spend  46  to  earn  #1.50.  I  made  axrangements  which  I  expected  to 
pro^e  suceessftU,  bat  owing  to  a  variety  of  nnfavoarable  circomstaaces 
was  disappointed.  In  three  of  the  sections  risited  in  summer,  I  foond 
the  schools  closed,  baring  closed  at  holidays,  and  neglected  to  gire  me 
notice.    I  had  the  trouble  and  time  spent  with  little  satisfiiction. 

I  deTote  my  time  wholly  to  the  work,  and  I  trust  not  entirely 
in  vain.  I  endeavour  to  do  what  I  conceiTe  to  be  my  duty  and 
am  prepared  to  leave  the  issue  to  the  Wise  Disposer  of  aU  events. 

JUHgunu  Hxerdam  in  Schools, — I  w  ould  not  have  adverted  to  this  sab- 
ject  were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  it  has  been  affirmed  outside  of  this 
€ounty,  that  in  Presbyterian  Pictou  the  Westminster  Asa^nbly^ 
Shorter  Catechism  is  taught  openly  in  the  schools.  The  statement  lacks 
ihe  essential  element"  I  am  not  aware  of  its  being  used  during  school 
hours  in  even  one  instance.  Tho'  the  Presbyterian  element  largely 
predominates,  Pictou  is  not  purely  a  Presbyterian  or  even  a  Protestant 
County,  yet  all  sectarianism  is  scrupulously  discarded  from  our  Public 
Schools.  We  do  not  consider  the  Bible  a  Sectarian  Book^and  hence  a 
portion  of  it  is  read  daily  in  nearly  all  our  Schools ;  in  the  summer  term 
.of  1872,  out  of  142  Schools  in  session,  all  read  the  Bible  except  •- 
I  encourage  the  practice  but  deprecate  the  old  practice  of  making  it 
a  regular  class-book.  We  are  a  Bible-loving,  and  Bible-reading  people- 
all  acknowledge  our  obligations  to  it  for  everything  good  we  enjoy.  I 
hold  that  it  is  as  necessary  and  quite  as  proper  to  teach  Bible  History 
and  Scripture  Geography  as  any  secular  History  in  our  public  schools, 
and  that  the  doing  so  will  not  infringe  the  principle  of  our  School  Law  in 
ihe  slightest  degree. 

As  regards  the  use  of  Catechisms  I  have  been  often  consulted, 
and  have  invariably  said  ''not  in  school  hours  ;  but  the  law  gives 
trustees  an  hour  at  discretion — the  school  may  be  in  session  5  or 
6  hours  as  they  adjudge  best ;  it  also  invests  them  with  power  to 
regulate  the  time  and  character  of  religious  exercises  and  to  them 
the  people  must  look*  If  the  Trustees  close  their  schools,  and  if 
they  think  proper  to  spend  some  time  afterwards  in  hearing  cate- 
chism recited,  the  law  will  not  take  cognizance  of  such  act.  I 
have  heard  that  this  course  has  been  acted  upon  by  one  Catholic 
Section,  and  by  several  Presbyterian  Sections,  and  of  one  instance* 
where  the  people  were  mixed,  of  the  teacher  hearing  recitations 
from  different  denominational  catechisms.  It  is  of  course  iwMKng 
ipretty  ^lose  to  the  lines. 
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No  man  would  deprecate  tiie  establishment  of  Sectarian  Schools 
more  strongly  than  I,  and  I  hold  that  the  proper  course  of  action 
for  our,  or  for  any  other  government  is,  *^  to  know  no  creed"  in 
the  administration  of  Public  Business.  Justice  imperatively  de- 
mands equality  to  all.  All  grants  to  Institutions  ol  a  Denomi- 
national character  should  be  withheld,  and  the  Public  funds 
should  be  centred  in  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  an  effi- 
cient Secular  Institution — open  to  all,  irrespective  of  creed, 
leaving  it  to  the  various  denominations  to  provide  for  religious 
education  at  their  own  expense. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 
I  remain  yours  most  respectfully, 

DANIEL  McDonald. 

A.  8.  Hunt. 

Superintendent  of  Education, 


QUEEN'S  COUNTY. 


C.  T.  ANDREWS,  Inspector. 

Sib. — The  following  Annual  Eeport  of  the  statistics  and  con" 
dition  of  the  Public  Schools  in  Queens,  is  respectfully  sub- 
mitted. 

The  Abstracts  of  Eetums  A.  and  B.,  already  forwarded  to 
your  office,  will  furnish  all  necessary  details  of  the  Schools  and 
Sections. 

School  Sections. — The  number  of  Sections  having  schools  during  the  Winter 
Term  was  seventeen,  and  in  the  Summer  Term  thirty.  This  favorable 
increase  was,  no  doubt,  owing  to  a  reaction  after  the  depression  resulting 
horn  the  great  financial  embarrassment  which,  for  a  time,  seemed  to  paralyze 
the  county.  The  economy  of  allowing  any  commercial  calamity  to  effect 
our  schools  is  certainly  a  false  one,  since  it  is  apparent  that  the  prosperity  of 
a  county  is  determined  by  the  education  of  its  youth.  The  prospect  of  inain- 
taining  this  in  crease  is  enoouracingy  for  in  several  seotioiM  in  wfaioh  tbnt 
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were  no  bcIiooIb  last  winter,  the  people  have  aasened  themselves  for  the  rnp- 
port  of  First-class  Teachers  during  the  coming  season.    It  is  also  gratifTiiig 
to  find  that  not  only  in  number  but  in  the  quality  of  our  schools  are  we  ad- 
vancing, as   ia  evinced  by  the  present  demand  for  the  higher   grades  of 
Teachers. 

School  Hou9es, — ^Three  new  houses  have  been  erected  during  the  past  year, 
while  four  others  are  either  in  contemplation  or  in  course  of  construction- 
Wellington  Section  No.  1  has  erected  a  very  creditable  building,  and  West- 
field  No.  5,  awakening  from  a  five  year  lethargy,  has,  in  a  few  weeks,  boiH 
a  neat  and  commodious  house,  more,  however,  through  fear  than  love  of  the 
law.  The  public  funds,  and  the  fear  of  losing  them  if  not  provided  with 
suitable  buildings,  act  effectually  in  stimulating  some  sections  to  a  healthy 
activity.  This  remedy  has  operated  favorably  in  relieving  Moose  Harbcx* 
Section  from  the  chronic  trouble  in  which  it  was  last  reported. 

School  PremiHs. — The  influence  of  externals  upon  the  mind,  as  educators 
in  moulding  the  tastes  and  forming  the  character,  is  a  subject  that  I  fear  is 
much  neglected. 

Make  the  play-ground  and  out-houses  neat  and  attractive,  and  the  ch  ildi«n 
will  feel  that  their  parents  and  their  guardians,  whom  they  learn  to  look  u  pon 
as  their  superiors  and  benefactors,  are  anxious  to  promote  their  comfort. 
Keep  them  in  a  dilapidated  and  filthy  condition  and  they  will  soon  come  to 
regard  the  school  as  a  place  of  punishment  and  a  prison ;  their  tastes  will  be 
vitiated,  their  habits  slovenly,  and  their  interest  in  the  school  materially 
leseened.  The  outhouses,  in  many  of  our  School  Sections,  are  in  a  wretched 
and  disreputable  condition. 

County  Academy. — The  Academic  Department  of  this  Institution  has  not, 
I  veffCQt  to  say,  maintained  its  usual  satisfactory  status.  This  is  but  another 
illustration  of  tlie  fact  that  scholarship  is  not  the  only  requisite  attainment 
for  a  successful  teacher.  Government  and  a  natural  adAptability  for  the  jjto- 
f  ession  are  of  more  practical  importance. 

Unless  more  non-residents  avail  themselves  of  the  advantages 
supposed  to  be  offered  in  this  Department,  I  shall  be  forced  to 
regard  the  additional  grant  as  money  uselessly  expended,  and 
such,  I  fear,  will  be  the  case,  so  long  as  those  requiring  instruc- 
tion in  the  higher  branches  can,  at  no  greater  cost,  attend  some 
special  Academy  more  liberally  supplied  with  apparatus  and  a 
permanently  established  staff  of  efficient  teachers. 

Since  my  first  visit  of  inspection  a  change  has  been  made  in  all 
the  departments  except  those  of  Miss  Woodman  and  Miss  Suther- 
land, who  are  still  continuing  their  labors  with  saperior  tact  and 
energy.  Their  schoola  are  good  models  of  an  improved  and 
sjBteniatie  method  of  impartiDg  instraction.    The  Tmsteee  hate 
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xsertainly  manifeeted  wisdom  in  secoring  the  services  of  these 
teAchera  for  another  year. 

Oraied  Schools,— The  Graded  Schools  in  MUton,  Brookljm,  Mill  VDlage 
and  Port  Midway,  are  taught  in  a  very  efficient  and  satiifactory  manner. 
The  valnable  services  of  such  First  Class  Teachers  as  Charles  Mack,  N.  T. 
Baker  and  Charlee  Richardson,  cannot  be  too  highly  estimated.  Their 
superior  skill  and  professional  capabilities  are  manifested  in  the  thorough 

discipline  and  progress  of  their  schools. 

• 

While  we  sympathizes  most  deeply  with  Mrs.  Ford,  in  her 
recent  affliction,  we  trust  that  the  same  decree  of  Providence  that 
took  from  her  a  husband,  will  again  give  to  the  cause  of  education 
one  of  the  most  successful  first  class  female  teachers.  In  bringing 
Older  out  of  chaos  and  concision,  her  success  was  remarkable. 

In  the  Northern  District  Messrs  Cleveland  and  Tucker  were 
the  only  Grade  B.  Teachers  employed  during  the  past  year.  Their 
successful  labors  are  keenly  appreciated  in  their  respective  sec- 
tions, but  unless  increased  remuneration  be  provided  for  teachers 
of  this  stamp,  we  cannot  expect  to  retain  them  in  the  profession. 
Other  occupations  offer  greater  pecuniary  inducements,  and  an 
active,  enterprising  and  successful  man  will  not  be  contented  to 
follow  any  unremunerative  avocation  for  the  honor  alone.  They 
are  only  the  drones  in  the  hive  who  are  satisfied  to  work  for  low 
salaries,  and  a  cheap  article  generally  proves  the  dearest  in  the 
end. 

Teachers. — The  foUowing  table  shows  the  number,  grade  and  sex  of  the 
teachers  employed  during  the  year : — 


Term. 

A. 

1  1 
1 

B. 

6 
6 

C. 
12 

D. 

12 

E. 

0 
5 

Males. 

Females 

Winter 

12 

19 

Summer 

14     17 

9 

35 

1    ■• 

With  one  or  two  exceptions  the  teachers  have  labored  in  the 
discharge  of  their  onerous  duties  with  a  zeal  and  devotion  merit- 
ing much  praise,  but  in  some  instance  s  receiving  little  credit  and 
less  pity.  I  find  in  many  instances  that  the  class  of  license  is  no 
certain  indication  of  professional  capability.  Many  of  the  higher 
grades  of  teachers  are  inefficient  instructors,  while  some  of  those 
holding  even  Permissive  Licenses  possess  the  essential  qualifica- 
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tions  of  teachers.  To  descend  to  a  level  with  the  under  standing 
of  the  child — to  lead  it  on  from  the  known  to  the  unknown — to 
educate  the  mind  to  think  for  itself,  is  the  true  end  of  education. 
A  thorough  Normal  School  training  materially  remedies  this 
natural  inaptitude  for  teaching.  Our  graduates  from  this  institu- 
tion, in  the  superiority  of  their  schools,  make  this  &ct  apparent. 

Beading, — Why  is  it  that  we  have,  in  our  schoolB,  so  much  inferior  reading? 
If  a  child  two  yean  of  age  can  make  known  its  wants  and  express  its  feelingi 
in  natural  tones  of  voioe,  surely  a  *'  twelve  year  old"  can  be  learned  to  enter 
into  the  feelings  and  share  the  ssrmpathies  of  a  writer  so  as  not  to  do  violence 
to  the  spirit  of  the  piece  by  singing  it  in  a  monotonous  and  unnatural  strain. 

WriHfig, — ^In  many  of  the  schools  an  excellent  system  of  writing  is  success- 
fully taught,  but  in  others  it  is  interfered  with  by  the  unreasonable  demands 
of  the  parents,  who  would  rather  that  their  children  would  imitate  the  im- 
perfections  of  an  indifferent  writer,  than  to^fumish  them  with  Staples*  beau- 
tiful samples  of  penmanship. 

Arithmetic. — ^The  proficiency  attained  in  this  branch  in  the  majority  of 
schools  is  highly  satisfactory,  while  in  others  the  black-board,  the  chief  engine 
in  the  school-room,  is  unseen  or  unused,  and  each  scholar  is  allowed  to  blunder 
on  alone  and  waste  his  time  in  vain  and  misdirected  efforts. 

Drawing  is  generally  neglected.  Its  value  as  a  healthful  mental  recreation 
and  an  agreeable  divenion  is  not  appreciated. 

Returns, — I  have,  in  common  with  others,  to  complain  of  the  careless  and 
imperfect  manner  in  which  the  B.  Betums  are  filled  in.  The  abstracts  com- 
piled therefrom  must  consequently  be  considered  as  only  an  approximation  to 
the  truth.    The  A.  Returns  have  been  f eund  generally  satisfacUny. 

Attendance. — ^The  inadequacy  of  the  present  law  in  securing  a  regular  at- 
tendance is  increasingly  felt.  This  irregularity  is  manifestly  apparent  in  the 
disparity  between  the  numbers  registered  and  the  average  attendance.  Much 
has  been  said  upon  this  question  and  much  remains  to  be  done,  as  it  is  one  of 
vital  importance  to  the  schools. 

I  find  that  the  teachers'  answer  to  my  question,  **  what  is  the 
greatest  hindrance  to  your  work,"  has  almost  invariably  been 
<*  irregular  attendance."  Again,  many  of  the  rate-payers  regard 
the  law,  in  this  respect,  a  grievance,  for  while  it  is  compulsory 
so  fitr  as  the  support  of  a  school  is  concerned,  it  leaves  it  optional 
with  those  who  have  many  children  and  litUe  tazaUo  propertj 
whether  they  shall  send  their  children  to  school  or  not.  Thai 
which  does  not  directly  touch  the  pockets  of  some  men  does  not 
seem  to  interest  them  to  any  great  extent.    It  is  thereforo  veiy 


enAeaat  that  macli  of  the  opposition  that  the  Trustees  have  to 
contend  against  can  be  overoome  by  some  compulsory  enactment 
to  remove  this  cause  of  almost  universal  complaint*    If  necessary, 
parents  shodid  be  assisted  to  understand  that  the  wish  of  a  child 
to  stay  at  home  is  not  a  sufficient  reason  for  so  doing.     The  feel- 
ings of  an  earnestly  devoted  and  zealous  teacher,  when  he  sees 
his  little  flock  mercilessly  decimated  upon  every  trifling  occasion, 
is  never  taken  into  consideration  ;  he  is  supposed  to  work  on  at 
the  rate  of  so  many  dollars  per  term  and  be  interested  in  his 
work,  of  course.    His  school  had  better  be  visited  by  the  measles 
or  some  other  contagious  epidemic  twice  a  year.     So  far  as  I  can 
see  there  is  an  insufficiency  in  the  law,  for  the  object  of  the  present 
system  is,  or  should  be,  the  universal  education  of  the  young,  and 
how  can  they  be  educated  unless  they  are  sent  ? 

In  conclusion  I  am  nevertheless  happy  to  say  that  the  present 
law,  in  its  aim  and  purpose,  is  being  daily  more  understood  and 
appreciated.  Those  who  once  bitterly  opposed  it  now  heartily 
accept  it  as  a  boon  to  the  rising  generation.  The  blessings  of 
Education,  in  the  inculcation  of  sound  principles  of  morality  and 
the  promotion  of  intelligence  and  happiness,  were  designed  for 
them,  and  no  one,  not  even  a  parent,  has  a  right  to  deprive  them 
of  a  fractional  part  of  so  priceless  a  boon. 

Tours  respectfully, 


A.  S.  Hunt, 

Superintendent  of  Education, 


0.  T.   ANDEEWS. 


DIGBY  COUNTY. 

(DlPTBICT   OF   GlABE.) 
A.  P.  LANDRY,  Inspbctob. 
Sir. — It  now  for  the  third  time  becomes  my  duty  to  submit  to 
you  an    annual    report  on  the  condition  of  the  schools  in  the 
District  of  Glare.  ' 

Gomparing  the  statistics  of  this  year  with  those  of  the  pre- 
ceeding,  it  will  be  found  that  on  the  whole  there  is  a  gradual  in« 
crease  in  both  the  attendance  and  expenditure.  Also  I  am  glad 
to  state  that  the  people  are  better  disposed  to  and  more  interested 


M: 
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in  tapporting  efficient  sdiooli  then  thej  have  been  heretofiHe. 
Gtenendly,  inboth  tennsy  the  examumtjonn  have  given eetisfiMitofy 


I  \vill  here  expose  in  a  tabular  form  a  few  statistical  items  re- 
specting attendance  and  expenditure  compared  with  the  previous 
year. 


A.  D. 

No.  of  pu- 
pils  regis- 
tered. 

Grand 
Total. 

Total 
Income. 

Total 

Expend- 

iture. 

Total  Sectional 

Salary  of  Teachen 

&  Assistants. 

1874 
1873 

2957 
2824 

176180 
165860 

6529.22 
6324.15 

8 

6091.52 

6995.28 

8 

4725.55 

4389.40 

Increase 

133 

9320 

S205.07 

896.24    1         8336.15 

I  here  subjoin  a  table  showing  the  number,  sex  and*  gi*ade  of 
teachers  and  assistants  employed  in  the  District  during  the  year  : 


TEAOHEIU). 

ASSISTANTS. 

Male.            1 

Female. 

Total 

Hale. 

Female. 

Total 

Grade. 

B. 

1 

C.  |D. 

Total  i 

0. 

5 
6 

D. 
4 

7 

£. 

7 

10 

Total 

Botii.j 

D 
1 
1 

Total 

OjE 

Total 

Both. 

Winter  Tm. 
Summ'r  Tm 

0 
3 

3 

1 

5 
5 

16 
22 

21    ! 
27 

1 

1 

3 

l3 

4 
4 

7 
7 

8 
8 

Sections  and  SchoolrhouseJi, — Two  new  sections  have  been  formed  dur- 
ing the  year ;  St.  Joseph  No.  3,  and  St.  Martin  No.  25 ;  both  in  back 
settlements :  the  result  is  quite  vsatisfactory.  These  two  sections  had 
school  only  (lurini:^  the  suninier  t.u-iu,  and  as  there  were  no  public  school- 
houses  liberty  was  given  to  teach  ia  private  rooms,  until  they^ave  built 
proper  school-houses.  Both  soc5tions  are  now  at  work  preparing  the  ma- 
terial for  the  buildings;  in  a  year  houbc  they  expect  to  have  them  com- 
pleted. 

There  are  now  25  School  Sections  in  the  District,  three  of 
which,  namely  Meteghan,  Salmon  River  and  Beaver  River  have 
two  departments, —  m.iicing  in  :ill  28  d  5;)artments  in  th  i  District. 
Corberie  Section  Xo.  19,  untbrt  nnately  had  its  School-hoase,  a  new- 
one,  accidentally  destroyed  by  fire  in  May  last.  Thf3  rate-payei*:«, 
not  easily  shaken  by  misfortune,  immediately  met,  voted  means 
and  put  up  a  new  building  much  larger  than  the  burnt  onet 
on  a  better  site  vith  ample  play-ground.     This  house  will  be  com* 
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pieted'bj  next  sommar.    Because  of  the  diffieolty  of  getting  a  fit 
room  for  the  winter,  there  will  be  no  sohooi  in  that  Section  Coring 

next  term. 

Two  new  School-bouses  have  been  completed  during  the  year 
viz :  Ohio  No.  15  and  South  Theriault  No.  22.  All  the  school- 
buildings  are  public  property  owned  by  the  Sections,  except  Beaver 
Biver,  Cedar  Lake  and  Bosedale.  The  last  named  has  voted 
money  at  the  September  meeting  to  put  up  a  new  school-house, 
very  much  wanted  in  that  Section. 

Books  and  Apparatus, — ^The  schools  are  now  generally  pretty  well  sup- 
plied with  books,  but  the  amount  of  apparatus  in  all  the  schools  remafai 
about  the  same  as  last  year,  except  a  few  additional  wall  maps.  The 
average  of  black-board  surfaea  to  each  section  is  the  same  as  last  year. 
Several  sections  are  resolving,  at  every  annual  meeting,  to  provide  their 
school-rooms  with  all  the  necessary  apparatus,  but  from  year  to  year  fail 
to  do  so.  Tliis  failure  is  due  to  the  indifference  and  neglect  of  the 
Trustees,  who  do  not  have  the  money  voted  collected.  It  is  a  fact  that 
in  several  sections  money  is  voted  at  the  annual  meeting  for  general 
sohooi  purposes,  and  none  of  that  money  is  collected,  while  the  school- 
rooms remain  destitute  of  the  necessary  apparatus,  if  not  of  books. 
Parents  and  Trustees  appear  not  to  conceive  what  amount  of  instruction 
their  children  are  deprived  of,  yearly,  through  a  want  of  maps,  globes, 
diagrams,  &c.,  so  indispensable  to  the  successful  study  of  almost  every 
branch  of  education. 

InMi*ucti<m.r-ln  all  the  schools  but  six,  both  the  French  and  English 
languages  are  taught ;  about  three-fourths  of  the  pupils  registered  learn 
both  languages.  All  the  branches  of  education  are  generally  taught  with 
success,  particularly  where  teachers  are  graduates  of  Colleges. 
Meteghan,  Meteghan  River,  Sauluierville,  Comeauville,  Port  Acadia, 
Grosses-Coqiles,  Belli veau's  Cove  and  Beaver  River,  are  sections  where 
the  best  teachers  are  always  secured  at  a  reasonable  salary.  It  is  also  in 
these  sections  that  the  greater  number  of  branches  are  studied  with 
a  complete  success. 

School  Returns. — There  were  only  a  few  Returns  A  that  had  not  more 
or  less  false  entries  in  both  terms  ;  and  only  two  Returns  B.  were  com- 
plete this  year.  Several  had  to  Ihj  sent  back  for  revision.  In  almost  all 
the  sections,  the  duty  of  preparing  either  return  appesxs  to  devolve  ex- 
clusively upon  the  teacher.  The  returns  are,  therefore,  prepared  by  the 
teacher,  and  the  trustees  sign  them,  affinuing  that,  to  the  best  of  their 
knowledge  and  belief,  the  retiim  is  correct  in  every  pfirticular.  They 
thus  sign  while  they  never  visited  the  school  during  the  term,  nor  looked 
at  (me  of  the  items  in  said  return,  and  never  sought  to  procure  accurate, 
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aaBwera  to  any  enquiry  therein ;  the  resolt  is  false  returns.  Hoivefcr,- 
this  digression  is  not  general;  there  are  sections  where  the  trustees  are  up 
to  the-mark  of  their  duty  and  present  satisfactory  returns. 

JVovincial  Allowance, — ^The  new  method  of  distributing  the  ProTincisl 
allowance  meets  the  approbation  of  teachers  when  it  exceeds  the  amount 
formerly  allotted  to  their  respective  classes ;  but  when  it  is  less,  as  is  the 
case  for  this  last  term,  some  teachers  don^  fail  to  look  upon  it  as  an  in- 
justice. They  say  that  henceforth  they  cannot  engsge  at  ti fixed  ealary  is 
the  law  requires — ^for  they  are  to  receive,  more  or  less  according  to  the 
number  of  teachers  and  assistants  employed  in  the  District 

It  is  true,  a  certain  sum  is  semi-yearly  granted  to  the  District 

and  distributed  to  the  respective  teachers  and  assistants  lawfully 

employed,  according  to  the  number  of  days  taught,  and  the  grade  of 

license  held.    In  the  winter  term  there  «n^ere  only  21  teachers  and 

8  assistants  employed  in  the  District,  and  the  sum  of  S960  was 

legally  distributed  among  them,  givmg  each  class  an  excess  of 

nearly  10  per  cent  over  its  former  allowance.     In  the  summer 

term  there  were  27  teachers  and  8  assistants,  with  the  sum  of 

S950  distributed  as  above,  giving  each  class  of  teachers  a  deficit  of 

above  10  per  cent.    It  seems  then  to  come  in  the  interest  of 

teachers,  if  they  happen  to  be  of  selfish  dispositions,  to  prevent  the 

opening  of  new  Sections  or  the  engagement  of  other  teachers  in 

certain  localities. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  P.  LANDEY. 

A.  S.  HUKT, 

Superintendent  of  Education, 


— ♦^ 


TiaORIA  COUNTY. 

K.    McKENZIE,  Ikspiotor. 

Sir. — ^In  submitting  for  your  consideration  the  following  report 
on  the  condition  of  the  public  schools  of  the  Coanty  of  Victoria, 
for  the  year  ended  October  Slst,  1874, 1  may  state  at  the  outset, 
that  as  there  is  little  over  twe  months  since  I  had  my  aj^Kunl- 
ment  to  the  office  of  Inspector,  it  can  scarcely  be  expected  that  I 
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should  be  prepared  to  enter  so  minutely  into  all  the  subjects  that 
maj  be  embraced  in  an  annual  report,  as  might  be  expected  of 
one  who  had  longer  experience ;  nor  does  it  appe€ur  to  be  neces- 
sary with  all  the  abstracts  required  for  detailed  information. 

The  distance  between  the  School  Section  furthest  west,  that  of 
Little  Crossing,  South  Side  Little  Narrows,  to  that  of  Bay  St. 
Lawrence  in  an  opposite  direction,  is  about  one  hundred  miles ;  of 
that  distance,  there  are,  between  Ligonish  and  Cape  North, 
twenty  miles,  along  the  rugged  bridle  pathway  which  leads  to  the 
settlement  of  Cape  North,  without  a  solitary  human  abode,  ex- 
cept one,  called  the  **Midway  House" 

In  that  interesting  settlement,  with  its  picturesque  headlands, 
bays,  and  harbours,  I  found,  that  within  a  distance  of  twenty 
miles,  only  four  schools  had  been  in  operation  during  the  Summer 
Term. 

There  were  in  session  altogether  in  the  county  57,  including 
the  Academy  with  its  three  departments,  and  Munro's  Point 
Section,  with  its  two  schools. 

I  was  glad  to  obsorre  that  the  School-houses,  externally  at 
least,  compare  favourably  with  the  generality  of  the  dwelling- 
houses  of  the  people,  a  vast  improvement  on  the  mossHstuffed  log 
buildings  of  former  days,  and  that  in  a  few  instances  they  are 
neatly  and  warmly  ceiled,  and  comfortably  furnished  with 
suitable  seats  and  desks, — ^but  it  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  the 
great  majority  of  tbem  internally  present  a  very  comfortless  as- 
pect, without  loft  or  ceiling,  with  only  long  side  desks  and  back- 
less seats,  and  scanty  apparatus. 

There  are,  all  counted  75  School  Sections,  in  this  county,  one 
being  added  at  the  November  meeting  of  the  Conunissioners  last 
year,  designated  ^'  Bear  Big  HUl."  Of  the  57  which  had  schools 
in  session,  10  received  poor  aid. 

The  following  are  the  number,  grade,  and  sex  of  Teachers  em- 
ployed during  the  past  year,  viz. — 
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WDTTSa     TEBM. 

Gradt.            Male.  Female. 

A I 

B 10 

C 12.  11 

D 9.  10 

E 0.  2 

M.  32  F.  23 


TotaL 


Total  55 


SUMMER   TEBM. 

Grade.            Male.  Female. 
A                      1 

B 6 

C 9  13 

D 8  12 

E 0  8 

M.  24  F.  33 


Total, 


Total.  57 


All  the  schools  in  the  county  I  visited  except  three  or  four, — 
one,  that  of  Cape  St.  Lawrence,  I  was  informed  on  reaching  the 
nearest  section  to  it,  that  it  was  quite  uncertain  whether  I  should 
be  able  to  find  any  Hchool-room  should  I  go  to  the  section,  but  I 
am  glad  to  understand  that  there  has  been  for  some  time  back  a 
rented  School-room  there, — another,  that  of  Garloch  Mountain,  I 
learned  had  no  school  in  session  on  the  occasion  of  my  visit  to 
the  neighbouring  schools.  "  Bed  Head"  school  had  been  discon- 
tinued a  few  days  before  I  commenced  my  visitation, — that  of 
Boularderie  had  not  been  in  session  the  day  I  visited  the  section, — 
that  of  the  head  department  of  the  Baddeck  Academy  I  found  I 
was  too  late  to  overtake  the  aflernoon  which  I  visited  the  other 
departments.  I  might  have  overtaken  it  the  following  day,  but 
the  teacher  having  given  up  his  room  for  the  examination  of  the 
pupils  of  the  third  department,  at  which  I  was  present,  on  the 
last  day  of  the  term,  there  was  no  further  opportunity  to  do  so. 
As  school  matters  are  &r  from  satisfactory  in  this  section  ai 
present,  I  refrain  £rom  further  remarks  here  regarding  them. 

A  number  of  the  schools  visited,  I  have  much  pleasure  in  re- 
marking, considering  the  discouragements  and  inconveniences  to 
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teacher^and  pupils,  showed  on  the  part  of  both,  praiseworthy 
diligence  and  satisfactory  progress,  but  others  appeared  to  poor 
advantage. 

It  may  be  observed  &oin  the  foregoing  table  that  while  there 
were  only  two  teachers  more  employed  during  the  summer  term 
than  the  winter,  there  were  4  males  of  grade  B,  and  3  of  C,  more 
in  winter  than  in  summer,  while  there  were  only  2  females  of 
grade  C,  and  2  of  grade  D  more  in  summer  than  in  winter,  grade 
E,  being  in  excess  6  in  summer  of  the  number  in  winter.  Al- 
though one  or  two  of  the  latter  class  appeared  to  conduct  the 
schools  under  their  charge  tolerably  well,  yet  the  &lling  off  in  the 
higher  grades  from  our  schools  cannot  be  regarded  by  any  who 
desires  to  see  education  promoted  in  the  county,  but  with  regret 
and  alarm,  especially  as  it  does  not  appear  to  be  a  mere  inciden- 
tal occurrence,  but  the  result,  however  good  the  intention  may 
have  been  of  the  change  in  the  school  law  by  Government  by 
which  the  Provincial  Grant  to  teachers  does  not  now  depend 
upon  the  grade  which  they  hold,  but  also  on  the  grand  total 
number  of  days'  attendance  made  by  all  the  pupils  in  the  county 
in  which  a  teacher  happens  to  be  employed,  subject  to  some  modi- 
fication, but  which  is  quite  inadequate  to  make  up  the  deficiency 
in  teacher's  salaries  in  this  county. 

Teachers  here  feel  keenly  and  complain  of  the  manner  in  which 
their  hard  earned  wages  have  been  curtailed.  It  is  to  be  feared 
that  unless  the  former  mode  of  distributing  the  Provincial  Grants 
be  adopted,  it  will  prove  disastrous  to  the  interests  of  education  in 
this  county,  and  in  others,  in  similar  circumstances,  throughout 
the  Province,  as  the  indications  already  unmistakably  show. 

The  change  may  be  regarded  as  very  satisfactory  to  counties, 
though  in  a  selfish  point  of  view,  that  are  very  populous  and  that 
have  not  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  pupils  a  very  large  num- 
ber of  schoolfl  in  operation,  but  to  a  county  such  osthat  of  Victoria, 
which  is  sparsely  populated,  it  operates  as  an  effectual  barrier  to 
public  School  extension  and  educational  progress.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  therefore  that  the  law-makers  of  our  Province,  will,  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible,  see  proper  in  their  wisdom  and  the  interests 
of  education  to  remove  the  complained  of  barrier. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

K.   McKENZIE. 
A.  S.  Hunt, 

Superintendent  of  Edueati<m. 


so 


IDVQATIOH— -mnOVOES'    BXPOBM. 


LUNENBURG   COUNTY. 


W.  M.  B.  LAWSON,  Ik8FI0T0B. 

Sib,— 

I  beg  leave  to  lay  before  you  the  following  Beport  of  the  PaUic 
Schools  in  the  County  of  Lunenburg  for  the  year  1873-*74. 


DISTEICT  OF  LTJNENBUEG  AND  NEW  DUBLIN. 
Table  L— (Joob— Winteb  Teem.    1873-74. 


SECTIONS. 


Co.  Ac'my.  1st  dept 
"         2nd  *^ 
3rd   " 
4th    " 
5th   " 

Lower  South 

Mahone  Bay  2nd  dept 

Centre  ville 

Upper  Northfield 

Manone  Bay  Ist  dept. 

Getson's  Cove 

Eitcey^s  Cove 

2nd  Peninsula  Upper 
"  Lower 

Bridgewaterlst  dept 
2nd   *' 
3rd    ' 
4th    ' 

Bridgewater  East. 


(( 


30 
64 
68 
60 
59 
89 
84 
69 
52 
75 
67 
80 
44 
42 
51 
48 
76 
70 
69 


r 


23 

80  G( 

47 

68  * 

46 

86   * 

40 

83   * 

36 

82  ' 

48 

44   ' 

39 

90   * 

40 

93  • 

25 

95  * 

40 

89   * 

50 

71   * 

45 

106   * 

22 

103   ' 

25 

87  * 

34.5 

115  * 

32 

115  * 

40 

115   * 

35 

115  * 

35 

80   * 

Teachebs. 


Ed.  H.  Owen 

A.  B.  Caldwell 
E.  A.  Russell 
Sarah  H.  Hirtle 
Mary  A.  Hunt 
T.  Burhoe 

B.  B.  Robinson 
R.  Sommerville 
A.  Bryden 
Francis  Smith 
Henry  Cooke 
John  M.  Grow 
Arabella  Loye 
Bessie  Begj^ 
Wm.  Cameron 
Nellie  Morse 

C.  Steadman 
Annie  Whitford 
Ed.  L.  Nash. 


6 


B,  15 


6 


f     ««•. 

140.00 

105.00 

70.00 

70.00 

100.00 

75.00 

72.00 

60.00 

175.00 

UO.OO 

120.00 

60.00 

75.00 

240.00 

100.00 

98.50 

60.00 

140.00 


DI8TBICT  or  LUNENBUEG  AND  NEW  DUBLIN. 
(Continit^,) 

Tablx  n.— HxDDuira.— Wibtkb  Tibh.    187S-'74. 


SECTIONS. 

1 

11 

Teachbbs. 

\l 

fr 

Co.  Ac"my,  Gth  dept. 

tffi 

Good. 

rV.' 

(    eM. 

?;( 

35 

K 

mtdlnGsotw  Wjlmn     1 

J    18  6 

so.ao 

Feny,  La'Havs 

m 

■M 

71 

UeluMuminK 

;    2  4 

75.00 

Ih 

23 

!     0  6 

54.00 

M»hon.Bay,3nJdpt. 
Weit  Noithfieia 

47 

Z5 

W 

:    1  8 

60.00 

W.  N.  Beinhardt 

^^ 

38 

■/■fl 

:    06 

65.00 

Pine  Grove 

VH 

18 

«■ 

nid'h 

lUira  0.  Zwick«> 

i     06 

45.00 

40 

tn 

n-;. 

37 

4^ 

H.  E.  S.  Muder 

;     7  3 

100.00 

•ft 

la 

til 

^.  D.  Heckmui 

:    S6 

l«t  FaniDiabi 

4« 

40 

V( 

!UT 

:    05 

51.74 

Hatmui'i  Iduid. 

20 

12 

tl5 

"    iHoB.  E.  Hirtle    1 

D     20 

6a  00 

Table  111.— Poob— Wibtek  Teem.— 1873-74. 








— 

SKWi' 

41 

4t 

60  00 

« 

(a 

A.  F.  Bu-khotw 

1' 

35 

60  00 

Blockhouae 

f& 

midiTt 

[aaBcGstes 

10  6 

44 

■« 

i: 

06 

46  00 

Blvend&le 

IH 

Ifi 

.■S7 

mfd'ln 

M.  A.  Mumtj 

r. 

2  7 

70  00 

Soyder'e,  L&'H&re 

61 

;)0  5 

Kfi 

John  I^hnH 

1 

33  0 

72  00 

47 

») 

a^n'-i 

4  0 

66  00 

61 

2t(.5U 

flO 

mid'ln 

John  Lohnes. 

D 

336 

72  00 

DI8TEICT  OF    CHESTER. 


Tabu  I.— Good— Winteb  Tibii.    1873-74. 


SECTION. 

lip 

21  1     14 

1 
f 

r 

33 

J! 

?  J    1     Teachers. 
Poor.  Ed,  G.  White. 

is 
t 

i 

c 

r  J 

r  1  f- 

2  3  '   TO.0O 

CbertetTown,  3rd  dp 

45 

20 

HI 

M 

30 

m 

"     Klizabetb  A<he 

D:    4  0     70  00 

Che4cr  Bum 

3a 

4.68 

37 

"     HimnHenidgM 

C     6  6     70  00 

r  M.  Countaway      K: 
[Hunrietta  OxDorJE!    ! 
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HALF-TEAKLT  EEPOET  OF  THE  SCHOOLS  IN  LUNEN- 
BUEG  AND  NEW  DUBLIN  DISTitlCT. 


ScMMKB  Tkem.— 1874 


Na 

SECTIONS. 

[1 

b 
f 

1 

TliCHMM. 

1 

f 

ft 

T»m. 

•    ct& 

Aodemy,   lat  d«pt 

21 

16 

ao   UockI 

John  T.    Roes 

Al     3  6 

300.00 

5* 

41 

70         " 

John  A.  Smith  Bi    2  6 

170.00 

3rd     '■ 

eo 

40 

76  1      •■ 

E.  A.  Ru«ell    C     5  3 

105.00 

1 

4th      '■ 

5" 

42 

75  1      "      8»raiiS.mrtWD 

8  4 

70.00 

Sth    '■ 

64 

75         ■*      Mary  A.  HuntI  C 

30 

70.00 

6tb      " 

55 

75         ••      8anUi  Bum* 

D 

80 

70.00 

Ut  FcoinuiU 

¥ 

18 

37      fair    Ada  Silver 

C 

06 

30.00 

2nd        ■'        Ui>per 

37 

22 

38     i>oor  ArabeUaLoyd 

C 

26 

48.00 

^ 

Lrppw  Centre 

33 

12 

30  IveyprAdaNaas 

E 

06 

28.00 

GudenLoU 

No  iicbo 

ol   tibe   ]>arttenn. 

BlueKock. 

34  124 

30  1  poor  jBhn  E.  Curt 

D 

35 

(8.00 

i 

Black  Boclu 

No!  aol.0 

»1   the   iiaitterm. 

EleckmUL'i  IsUnd 

18     12    .37 

fwr    A.D.H«!km'n 

D 

70 

33.00 

1 

Lo WW  South 

52    25    ;  31 

jfflor  T.  Burhoe 

B 

96 

100.00 

Upper  South 

47  1  27.5'  41 

mid'ln  Sophia  Culi> 
fair    L.  D.  Romltej 

b 

1  6 

54.00 

11 

Fell,  Smith 

35  1  15    1  50 

E 

3  6 

53.00 

1 

Upper  Ro<ieb»y 

33     24     :  44 

■■     C.  Heckman 

D 

7  0 

60.00 

12 

Low«Ro.eb»y 

34  1  35       49 

'•     A.  Seaboyer 

D!    2  0 

70,00 

13 

Upper  Ki,«.burg 

.^iBcfion  t'oo 

■mall    to    support    a 

echool. 

14 

Lower  Kingsbum 

16    1  fiO 

L-o"d  John  M.  Sjw 

D'    5  4 

30.00 

IB 

Five  KtJZ" 

(>5 

45     ■  51 

B   11  0 

130.00 

16 

No 

school   for  the  iMt  two  years. 

1 

17 

Lower  LaHive 

Hb> 

ju»t   1>nil't  a    newHouK. 

18 

Fen7 

D     4  6 

75.00 

19 

No 

Kbo 

ol  n'or  achuol-houM.               1 

20 

66 

40 

48     good  J.  E.  Martin   Ic     9  0 

80.00 

21 

toydM'j^H.'H.ve 

38 

30 

37  '     "     W.  Hecltman  iD  36  6 

2S 

,53 

30 

38  1  fair   B.  C««raan     i  El    1  9 

56^00 

S3 

a'.  V/'.  RaUSe!  No'  2 

No  echo 

ol   Tor  the  i»i(  term.           1 

34 

Weln«chfe 

ol   for  the  naat  term.      1    1 

25 

Maider'e  Cove 

59 

35 

:t4 

Kood  a.E.S.MaiderC!     7  9 

85.00 

M»honeBay,Irt  dp 

^\ 

30 

83 

II    .F.  Smith 

B'     2  6 

190.00 

26 

2nd  dpt 

M 

42 

80 

B.  Robinwn 

C:     60 

95.00 

3rti  dp 

73 

45 

81 

D      2  6 

60.00 

2! 

M 

41 

4S 

J.  Zwicker 

)      1  5 

38 

Indian  Point 

38 

2e 

53 

A.T.MoMah'n 

Dl    2  6 

45^00 

39 

Martin'.  River 

40 

41 

A.  M.  Myen 

dI    2  6 

60.00 

30 

48 

24 

52  ,  ,Bor 

Isaac  Uatea 

U,  10  6 

31 

dwer  Omvall 

No 

ol    f;or  tlie 

two  last  temu 

I 

32 

liddl.  fomwaU 

fll 

23 

80     fair 

M.  A.  Cardu- 

D|6U 

33 

Upper  Cornwall 

37 

16 

80        " 

LMa.maa 

34 

Newbem 

S2 

44 

76     POM 

JohnLhoius 

dI  33  6)100  00 

35lF<dkl»d 

49  1  33    1  M  1  ^lood  lA.  a  BoUnd 

Cl  10  B  1  TS.00 
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Ho 

SECTIOKa 

1? 

it 
1 

1'^ 

11' 

TaicMms. 

\ 

i 

I 

1»-  int 

ai     LBDKille's. 

No 

school  focthe.pa»t  lenn. 
43    02    B0odiA.8ome-rtille 

in    CenlrevlllH 

68 

C 

3  3 

72.00 

53 

30  ,  «>       '■    .J.  Nichols 

D 

1  g 

60.00 

3J  \  BoMdale 

66 

30  '  (»     fair   IL.  Clarke 

D 

1  6 

SOlOO 

*p    Melaner's.  N.  G. 

21 

y    as    poor  !m.  WcKeown 

E 

30 

9z.es 

41     Rlveni<l»le 

39 

19  ■  70 J     ■■     M.  A-Wurray 
svbonl  for  the  past  lerm. 

C 

211 

70.D0 

4::  ,WeBtSorllifield 

So 

4a  ;HMla'B  or  Cook's 

\t 

Etiw  house  huB  juBt  been  b 
nearly  fluish-ii: 

nl 

It  her 

eaod 

41  1  Bri.lMwaWr  EaaC 
ir,    MBUTand 

30 

1-7  1  52  1  good  IB.  L,  Na«h 

B 

70 

uaoo 

Tbe 

ra  is  pro  a\ttcx  'of  a  school  tb 

enai'g 

n;  !  Siveeilaiid 

Too 

sparhelTi  inbabitadlosupp 

t  a  BC 

booL 

Ho 

school   for  the 

paet  term. 

4M  .  Uurer  NorthHeld 

48 

2S  :  UK  1  fair 

A.  Btjdon 
J.  E.  Pearson 

D 

1  0 

64.00 

4l> 

Saw  Canada 

60 

:»    (17  ■     •■ 

C 

35 

100.«l 

•?' 

MeiBDEr's  Brand) 

Ho 

BThool  (or  the 

Cook'H.  Bnumh 

M 

le    B2    poor 

l^McN^r 

E 

1  6 

45.00 

Simpioa'H 

38 

20    63  |vy  pr 

M.  Morton 

g 

10.00 

Obio 

34 

22  1  M      ■'•- 

J.BVanBus'k 

1  0 

3S.00 

M 

Kiiock'i 

No 

HcLool.repain 

ne  a  alterinuW 

hool  booM. 

or, 

Bnyder'H,  Branch 

39 

22    ai    good 

J.  Lohnea        1D 

39 

8aoo 

Penny's 

2nd  Penlnsnl*,  Lo'r 

24 

18    90  mid-n 

li-Newcomb  E 

36 

60.00 

Si 

M 

:il    40     fair 

Bessie  Beag   IC 
C.  r.  HublSy  D, 

26 

eaoo 

58 

Tancook 

99 

S3    43       ■■ 

«0 

110.00 

ai 

Duriand'B 

A 

It  and  finiBhU 

Cleariand 

i7 

at  :  as  1  goad  jL  H.  Kam'bklD 
wloter'SiBehool  aiways  kept^  h 

36 

65.00 

.MahLU'B  iBland 

A 

r.-2 

Hip  Lola 

DiB 

appointed  by  llhe  teacher  an 
oofonly  >D  the  winter  tann 

(4dal 

43.00 

lu 

La'Have.Ironbon'd 

Sch 

fil 

31   104    Kood  W.  Cameron 

99 

»o.Da 

auddpi 

BB 

47,106       "    IN.  Morse 

lii  1              •'           Snldpt 

«0 

47  ;102       ■■     C.  Hteadman 

4lh  dpt 

100 

61  ,10*        ■'     Ia.  Whitford 

JS3 

35 

93  1     •■    'L.  Brown 

D 

70 

9aot 

1M 

Pleaaantville 

6& 

24 

90  ,  poor  [F.  Slu-ct 

D 

66 

78.00 

fi7 

aa- 

6i 

23 

64    *^"     N.C.  Lohnes 

E 

3  9 

38.00 

M  .  good  iW.  N.  lieiuh't 

D 

1  0 

7^oo 

(El 

(;eliion'a  Core 

m 

43 

97  1     "    1h.  Cook 

B 

14  0 

iiaoo 

711  ,  Went  Dublin 

Tl 

33 

S7        ■'     M.  Oxner 

E 

66 

100.00 

71    La'HavB  Wand 

No 

school  fortheliiaBtlerm. 

7:;  '  Saw  Cumberlftnd 

NoBcbool  tor  the;  past  term. 

7»    ilouaC  PlesHant 

A  new  bou  Be  bni  ic  and   SiiUi 

B[ 

l^tiie  KeTiare 

73  i    47    103jBOoa,D   Rieser 

B 

14  B 

135.00 

Broad  Cove 
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Has  neither    Bcbo ol  nor  Mhooi- 
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CLerri-  HiU 

Jm 

77 
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TN 
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31      :6   104  '  fair   N.  Crouso 
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50 
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?1 
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60 

saoD 
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Ki 
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83 
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2 
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wl. 

ZVMWKBVRB     COVHTT. 
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1 

DI8TB1CT   OF    CHB8TEB. 
Summer  Tebm.    1873-74, 
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a  Windsor  Boad 

6  Grace 

7  German  Seltlement  1 

8  CrOHS 
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36  XDUOATIOV — ^DTBFlOTOBa'    SSPOBT8. 

During  the  Winter  Term  there  hATe  been  in  operation  in  ths 
District  of  Lunenburg  and  New  Dublin  72  Schools  and  Depart- 
ments. 

In  the  District  of  Lunenburg  18  Sections  were  Tacant  and  two 
of  them  have  as  yet  no  Schoolhouses.  Li  the  District  of  New 
Dublin  also  there  were  18  vacant  Sections,  and  in  no?  of  these 
there  are  no  School-houses ;  but  many  of  the  children  of  these 
sectioBB  attended  school  in  the  contiguous  sections  when  the  schools 
were  in  session;  still  there  must  hare  been  upwards  of  six  handled 
children  in  those  two  districts  deprired  of  the  means  of  education 
in  the  sections  to  which  they  belonged. 

In  the  District  of  Chester  there  are  23  Schdol  Sections,  eight  of 
which  had  no  school  for  the  whole  term,  and  fowr  had  neither 
houses  nor  schools.  In  consequence  therefore,  not  less  than  200 
children  were  deprived  of  the  benefits  of  a  school  in  the  several 
sections  to  which  they  belonged. 

During  the  Summer  Term,  in  the  District  of  Lunenburg  and 
New  Dublin,  80  schools  and  departments  were  at  work  for  the 
term,  22  sections  had  no  school  for  any  part  of  the  term ;  but  six 
of  those  22  sections  had  no  schools  during  the  previous  term — 9 
sections  have  no  School-houses  and  7  hate  neither  School-houses  nor 
schools. 

The  District  of  Chester  has  had  18  schools  during  the  summer 
term,  five  sections  being  without  any  school  and  also  without 
iSchool-houses. 

Several  of  the  schools  in  the  county  are  in  a  state  of  great  effi- 
ciency, a  very  large  majonty  are  doing  well,  and  there  are  but 
very  few  that  are  really  inefficient,  ^o  with  the  teachers,  some 
are  excellent,  the  majority  very  fair,  and  but  a  very  few  who  are 
"below  par." 

The  branch  in  which  most  &ilures  occur,  is  reading;  and  in 
teaching  it  there  seems  to  be,  in  many  instances,  a  great  want  of 
method,  even  among  some  of  our  best  and  most  experianced 
teachers. 

I  think,  however,  I  am  warranted  in  sajring,  tiiat  the  educa- 
tional prospects  of  the  county  are  upon  the  whole  steadily  improv- 


▲NKAPOUS  OOUliTT.  37 

ing,  and  the  late  judicious  amendment  to  the  Sehool  Act,  if  Trua- 
tees  will  only  ayail  themselTes  of  it,  will  be  of  very  great  advan- 
tage to  those  sections  whereat  the  annual  meetings  the  schools  ar» 
Toted  down. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  iSir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  M.  B.  LAWSON. 

A.  S.  HUKT, 

SvperiTtUndini  •/  Educaticn, 


ANNAPOLIS   COUNTY. 


•  L.  S.  MORSE,  iNSPKcroR. 
Sir. — I  hereby  submit  for  your  consideration  my  fourth  Annual 
Beport  of  the  state  of  the  Public  Schools  in  the  County  of  Anna- 
polis for  the  school  year  ended  October  31st,  A.  D.  1874.  For 
the  Statistics  of  the  year,  I  refer  to  the  tables  carefully  compiled 
from  the  A,  B  and  C  Betums,  which  together  with  the  returns  for 
the  past  term,  I  herewith  transmit  to  you.  The  statistics,  as  for 
as  they  go,  furnish  a  fair  idea  of  the  state  of  common  school  educa- 
tion in  the  county.  It  will  not  be  necessary  lor  me  to  deal  with 
them  otherwise  than  to  make  some  comments  thereon  when 
speaking  of  the  different  subjects  of  which  this  report  may  treat. 

SecthtiB, — ^The  Board  of  Commissioners  for  the  District  of  Annapolis 
West,  at  the  Semirannual  metting  in  November  1873,  formed  a  new 
section  outside  the  limits  of  any  thea  existing  sections,  to  be  known  as 
Spring  Hill  Section  No.  41.  The  number  of  sections  in  the  county  hass 
therefore,  been  increased  to  one  hundred.  For  the  past  yenr  thirty  tix 
sections  have  been  adjudged  by  the  cemmsssioners  to  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive extra  aid  as  poor  sectians,  fiy  employing  first  class  female  teacher* 
during  one  or  both  terms  several  of  these  sections  have  been  debarred 
from  participating  in  the  extra  grants.  It  may  be  laid  down  as  a  rule  in 
this  county,  that  rate-payers  of  poor  §$ction»  put  forth  fiir  greater  effort  in 
proportion  to  their  means  in  providing  fund«  vnth  which  to  carry  on 
iohools,  than  the  rate-payers  of  other  sections.    In  proof  of  this  I  may 
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adduce  one  fact.  Of  the  ten  third  da»  fetnaU  teacken  employed  in  the 
county  during  the  summer  term,  three  only  were  employed  in  poor  $edi§mi. 
The  number  of  sections  haying  no  school  during  any  portion  of  the  year 
was  ten,  being  four  less  than  were  in  tliat  condition  during  the  prerioiis 
year.  • 

School  Accommodations,— In  the  matter  of  school  accommodation  there 
is  a  gradual  change  for  the  better.  In  a  large  majority  of  the  sectiont 
the  school-houses  are  commodious  and  comfortable.  Five  sections  have 
never  built  school-houses  and  have  never  had  schools.  This  has  been 
owing  to  the  small  number  of  rat«-payers  and  children  within  their 
limits,  la  Fuudy  Section  No.  6  in  the  district  of  Annapolis  West,  (one 
of  the  Ave  sectious  mentioned),  the  inhabitants,  all  of  whom  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one  family  are  negror  ,  are  putting  forth  some  efforts  to  pro- 
vide acconimodation  and  establish  a  school.  For  three  or  four  years  past 
the  Board  of  CommissionerB  for  the  district  has  held  out  to  this  section 
every  inducement  in  its  power,  pecuniary  and  otherwise,  to  provide  a 
school-houHe,  with  some  present  prospect  of  success.  Mill  Section  No.  37 
B.  in  tlie  district  of  Annapolis  East  (another  of  tlie  five  sections  men- 
tioned) is  at  present  engaged  in  erecting  a  fichool-house.  Clementsport 
section  lias  at  length  complied  with  the  law.  A  graded  school  with  two 
departments  is  being  taught  in  that  section.  In  Clarence  East  and 
Young's  Mountain  Sections  the  school-houses  have  undergone  extensive 
repairs.  In  Prince ville,  Springfield,  and  Mai-garetville  West  Sections  new 
school  buildings  have  been  erected  during  the  year.  In  all  these  cases  the 
new  houses  reflect  much  credit  upon  the  sections  in  which  they  were 
erected.  Tlie  house  in  Margaretville  West  Section  is  exceedingly  well 
adapted  for  school  i)urpose3.  The  scliool-room  is  well  lighte<l  and  venti- 
lated, and  presents  a  very  cheerful  and  pleasant  api>earanc«.  It  is  fur- 
nished with  the  patent  desks.  The  dimensions  of  this  house  are  as 
follow.-,  viz  :— 4U  feet  in  length  l>y  '2'>^  feet  in  width  with  12  feet  posts* 
The  ceiliii;;-  i.-  firclu-d.  loing  in  the  ("fnire  14*  feet  from  the  floor.  Tlie  en- 
trance hall  i.<  fourtcer  fe't  i'v  eiixht.  There  is  also  ft  class  room  eleven 
feet  by  eif^ht.  The  K'iiool-rooni  has  six  windows,  and  each  window  fifteen 
pane^'  of  Iwrlv^  by  .^ixttsMi  inch  glass.  The  top  sashes  are  hung  by 
weights.  The  ce.  t  of  the  huildiug  was  r.hout  seven  hundred  dollars.  In 
J? osette  Section  the  rate-pavf^rs  at  the  last  annual  meeting  voted  the  sum 
of  one  thousand  live  hundred  tlollars  to  improve  the  school  accommo. 
datiou  in  that  reel  ion.  It  is  their  intention  during  the  coming  ytaar  to 
erect  a  house  suitahh*  fcn*  a  graded  school  of  two  departments.  In  Anna- 
polis section  also,  tiie  sura  of  eight  hundred  dollars  was  voted  for  a  simr- 
lar  i)nrpose.  No  scliool-houses  were  condemned  during  the  year  al- 
though ft  few  require  such  a  course  to  he  adopted.  In  the  *^poor  sections* 
the  school-houses  are  nmch  hetter  in  proportion  to  the  ability  of  the 
Fate-payers  than  in  many  of  the  other  and  more  wealthy  sections. 

Furniture  and  ApparattLs, — In  most  of  the  school-rooms  the  fumitue 
i  s  of  a   suitable  description.    This  is  especially  the  case  in  the  more 
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recently  constracted  houses.  In  yery  few  cases  are  the  desks  of  an  anti- 
quated style.  In  most  of  the  country  sections,  however,  the  supply  of 
{^fparattts  is  far  too  limited.  For  proof  of  this  I  refer  to  Table  IX  of  the 
Statistics.  In  very  many  instances  the  supply  is  restricted  to  black- 
boards, the  Hemispheres  and  Maps  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  a  bell.  The 
black-boards  in  some  cases  are  of  a  poor  description,  limited  in  quality, 
and  rendered  useles  for  the  want  of  chalk.  Under  Section  84  of  the  new 
Manual  the  Couocil  of  Public  Instraction  mention  certain  articles  wliich  it 
deems  indispensable  in  all  public  schools.  I  would  strongly  recommend 
that  some  measure  be  adopted  to  render  it  compulsory  upon  fill  sections 
participating  in  the  public  grants  to  furnish  their  school-rooms  with  the 
whole  or  a  certain  specified  ]x>rtion  at  least,  of  the  articles  tliere  enume- 
rated. 

2WAcr«.— During  the  year  the  toacliers  employed  were  as  follows:— 


Grade. 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

E. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Winter  Term. 

1 

1 

23 
14 

37 
41 

22 

G 

To" 

44 

46 

89 

Summer  Term. 

27 

31 

r>2 

93 

Two  assistant  te<ur7ifrs  were  also  employed  each  term. 

In  most  instances  I  have  ibuii  J  the  teachers  laboring  diligently 
and  sustaining  their  licenses  creditably.  It  gives  me  pleasure  to 
state  that  there  are  some  teachers  in  this  county,  who  for  teaching 
abilities  and  superior  talents  would  be  a  credit  to  any  place.  In 
many  instances  their  usefulness  is  inpeded  by  the  limited  supply  of 
apparatus  at  their  disposal.  The  pernicious  practice,  into  which 
too  many  sections  have  fallen,  of  placing  a  too  limited  amount  of 
money  at  the  disposal  of  the  trustees,  is  having  an  injurious  effert 
in  causing  tlie  supply  of  good  teachers  willing  to  accept  the  slilarios 
offered  to  fall  short  of  the  demand.  The  whole  amount  paid  to 
teachers  during  the  year  inclusive  of  the  Government  Grant  and 
bonus  for  terms,  was  i|21,606.77,  being  on  an  average  but  $230.34 
for  each  teacher  employed.  The  practice,  indulged  in  by  many 
sections,  of  emplopng  first  class  male  teachers  during  the  winter 
term  and  second  or  third  class  teachers  during  the  summer  terra, 
is  having  the  effect  of  driving  first  class  male  teachers  to  seek  other 
and  more  certain  tmploymeut.  Owing  to  this  cause  and  Ho  the 
small  salaries  offered,  teachers  are  abandoning  the  profession  at  th^ 
expiration  of  each  term. 

In  several  instances  I  have  found  that  teachers  have  allowed 
their  judgement  to  be  influenced  by  the  caprice  of  parents,  es- 
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peciallj  in  regard  to  reading.  There  is  a  tendency  in  too  manj 
cases  to  hurry  children  from  one  reading  book  into  another  withoat 
due  regard  to  their  fitness  for  advancement.  I  haye  frequently 
found  children  reading  in  the  sixth  or  seventh  reader  who  were 
scarcely  qualified  to  read  the  fifth.  In  such  cases  I  must  consTder 
the  teacher  culpable.  Many  of  the  teachers,  however,  have  fully 
realized  the  importance  of  good  reading  and  the  results  of  their 
labors  are  quite  apparent. 

Attendance, — In  this  particular  no  improvement  can  be  reported. 
During  the  Winter  Term  the  per  centage  of  enrolled  pupils  daily  pre- 
sent was  but  5SJ5,  and  during  the  Summer  Term  it  was  a  little  better, 
being  only  60. 1.  The  number  of  children  between ^v^  tmdjifieen  years 
of  age  reported  not  at  school  in  sections  having  schools,  was  even  greater 
than  during  the  previous  year,  being  no  less  than  082  during  the 
Winter  Term  and  644  during  the  Summer  Term.  This  state  of  facts 
elicited  from  the  Boai*d  of  Commissioners  for  Annapolis  West  at  the 
semi-annual  meeting  in  May  last,  an  expression  which  is  contained 
in  the  following  extract  taken  from  the  minutes  of  that  meetinS 
*'The  Inspector  having  reported  that  the  number  of  pupils  daily 
**  present  at  school  during  the  Term  was  less  than  Jifiy-two  per  cent, 
of  number  registered,  it  was  on  motion  of  P.  Bennett,  Esq.,  second 
ed  by  A.  Troop,  Esq.,  unanimously  resolved,  that  in  view  of  such 
**  small  average  attendance  of  pupils  at  the  Public  Schools  in  this 
* '  District,  this  Board  recommend  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  to 
*'  cause  such  measui-es  to  be  adopted  as  may  seem  expedient,  to  ensure 
"  a  more  regular  attendance  of  pupils  at  our  Public  Schools."  It  is 
a  notorious  fact  that  a  large  msyority  of  the  most  illiterate  and  indi- 
gent members  of  society,  whom  free  schools  were  especially  designed 
to  benefit,  will  not  avail  themselves  of  the  advantages  thus  placed 
within  their  reach,  as  they  should.  A  judicious  measure  for  the 
compuisory  attendance  of  all  children  at  our  public  schools  should 
engage  the  attention  of  our  legislators.  The  necessity  for  such  legis- 
lation is  quite  apparent. 

Visitation. — My  inspection  of  the  various  schooli  has  employed  a  con- 
siderahle  portion  of  my  time  during  the  year.  For  information  in  regard 
to  the  results  of  my  official  visitation,  I  refer  to  my  Notes  of  Inspection 
for  the  year.  Your  attention  is  also  directed  to  Table  YIII  of  the  Statistics* 
The  returns  for  the  Summer  Term  reveal  the  fact  that  in  no  less  than 
fourteen  sections  neither  Trustees  or  Secretary  visited  the  school.  The 
record  of  visitation  by  parents  and  other  s^is  not  what  it  should  be.  Teachers 
and  pupils  would  labor  with  more  earnestness,  and  with  greater  succesSy 
if  they  saw  and  felt  that  their  efforts  were  more  highly  appreciated. 

School  Books, — The  prescribed  school  books  are  generally  used.  I 
found  no  others  in  the  schools.    In  some  cases  the  supply  Is  too  limited. 
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Most  sections  do  not  strictly  comply  with  the  law.  Twenty^ihru  sectiont 
report  that  the  school  books  are  kept  as  public  property.  My  own  obser- 
Tations  and  inquiries  lead  me  tobelieve  that  that  number  is  much  too  gpreat. 

Meiumt, — ^The  A  and  <"'  Returns  hare  in  all  instances  been  approred 
of  by  theBoards  of  CoDi..i'sioners.  In  a  few  cases  only,  slight  defects 
have  been  discorered.  Tin  li  retttms,  howerer,  cannot  be  regarded  as 
"Tiodels  of  perfection.  Not  nv.y  improrement  in  them  can  be  reported. 
The  apparent  errors  in  the  Income  and  Bzpenditure  Tables  are,  I  think 
in  most  cases  caused  by  the  loose  manner  in  which  the  accounts  of  the 
sections  are  kept  If  those  returns  were  condensed  and  simplified  an 
improvement  might  be  expected. 

County  Academy, — This  Institution  during  the  year  has  been  under 
the  charge  of  Mr.  A.  W.  Herdman,  and  has  been  conducted  in  a  satisfkc- 
toiy  manner.  The  attendance  has  not  been  large.  Very  few  non-residents 
of  the  section  in  which  it  is  located  have  been  ei^oying  its  adrantages. 
The  supply  of  apparatus  is  comparatiyely  limited,  and  the  inducements 
held  out  are  not  sufficient  to  enable  it  to  compete  successfully  with  other 
Academic  Institutions  [in.  the  Prorince.  As  it  is  now,  the  section  in 
which  it  is  situated  is  ei^oying  a  great  advantage  over  other  sections  in 
the  county  equally  deservimg. 

In  closing  my  report  I  ma  state  that  a  fair  amomit  of  progress 
is  being  made  in  carrying  o;.'  the  design  of  our  school  system- 
There  is  very  little  antagonism  to  the  law  manifested^  and 
mianimity  among  all  parties  in  carrying  out  its  main  principles 
is  prevailing.  I  may  reiterate  what  I  mentioned  in  my  last  report 
in  reference  to  the  exemption  from  taxation  of  certain  property 
in  the  hands  of  aged  men,  widows,  &c.  In  some  of  the  "  jxkw 
sections  "  that  clause  of  the  law  is  operating  injuriously.  Remove 
that  exemption,  make  it  imperative  on  sections  to  furnish  a  more 
liberal  supply  of  apparatus,  compel  the  attendance  of  all  children 
at  school  during  some  portion  of  the  year,  and  the  voice  of  the 
people  will,  I  believe,  sanction  the  change. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

L.  S.  MORSE. 
A.  S.  Hunt, 

Superintendent  of  Education. 


42  XDuoAnov — ^nriPiCTOBa'  bipobtb. 


SHELBURNE   COUNTT. 


A.  C.  A.  DOANE,  Iitbpictoi. 

Sib, — The  accompanying  abstracts  and  tables  will  give  full  statis- 
tics relating  to  school  matters  in  Shelbume  County  for  the  school 
year  just  closed ;  a  few  of  which  will  be  entered  in  the  following 
Eeport : — 

There  are  sixty-four  sections  in  the  county,  the  same  number 
as  last  year.  One  new  section  has  been  formed  called  "  Hawk," 
by  the  division  of  South  Side  Section  which  was  considered  too 
large ;  and  one  small  section,  Great  Lake,  is  now,  by  a  recent 
survey  of  the  County  line,  believed  to  be  located  in  Yarmouth 
County. 

Nine  Sections  are  still  without  school-houses.  In  three  of 
these  efforts  are  being  made  for  building  as  soon  as  convenient. 
The  others  contain  only  a  few  inhabitants,  widely  scattered,  who 
seem  reluctant  to  undertake  the  erection  of  a  school-house  of  anv 
kind.  One  new  house  has  been  opened  at  West  Sable  as  a 
summer  school,  but  not  yet  completed  for  winter  use.  Sand 
Point  School-house  has  ])een  newly  seated  with  Dawson  desks 
and  some  others  have  been  slightly  repaired. 

Of  the  sections  named  twenty-three  were  without  schools  during 
winter  and  ten  during  summer,  the  reasons  usually  assigned 
being  a  scarcity  of  teachers  and  insufficiency  of  means.  In  fifty- 
eight  sections,  however,  schools  have  been  taught  some  portion  of 
the  year,  leaving  six  without  any  school.  These  are  sparsely 
settled  sections,  without  school-houses  and  with  few  children  to 
attend.  There  were  forty-eight  schools  in  operation  during 
winter  and  sixty  in  summer.  The  number  of  teachers  employtd 
with  the  grades  of  license  held,  will  be  shewn  by  the  following 
table : — 
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Wnma    Txbm. 


Class 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

B. 

PermisVe. 

TotaL 

Males 

2 

0 

8 
0 

6 

10 

0 

7 

0 
5 

6 

4 

22 

Females 

26 

Total 

2 

8 

16 

7 

5 

10 

48 

SUMMXB     TeIUI. 


Class 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

E. 

PermisVe. 

Total. 

Hales 

1 
0 

6 
0 

12 

0 
11 

0 
11 

1 

16 

11 

Females 

49 

Total 

1 

6 

15 

11 

11 

16 

60 

From  these  it  will  be  seen  that  a  considerable  portion  are  of  the 
lower  grades  and  that  the  higher  grade  teachers  are  driven  out  by 
the  employment  of  an  inferior  class,  mostly  because  the  latter  are 
cheaper ;  a  false  economy  very  prejudi<'ial  to  the  educational  ad- 
vancement of  the  children.  Good  teachers  will  build  up  good 
schools  if  they  have  the  co-operation  of  parents  and  trustees,  but 
untrained  and  uneducated  teachers  accomplish  little  that  is  ser- 
viceable, and  leave  their  faulty  work  to  be  rectified  by  others.  It 
would  be  better  if  no  permissive  or  even  third  class  licenses  were 
allowed,  as  those  designing  to  follow  the  profession  would  then 
study  up  and  be  encouraged  to  qualify  themselves  more  fully,  and 
we  should  have  better  and  more  permanent  teachers.  1  am  happy 
to  say  that  the  Boards  of  Commissioners  in  this  county  have 
recently  passed  resolutions  tending  to  discountenance  the  employ- 
ment of  such  teachers,  except  under  peculiar  circumstances. 

The  number  of  pupils  registered  in  the  winter  term  was  2655  of 
which*  1,475  were  boys  and  1,080  girls.  The  grand  total  days  at- 
tendance by  these  was  144,722.  The  number  registered  for  the 
summer  term  was  2,558  of  which  1,252  were  boys  and  1,306  girls, 
witli  a  grand  total  days  attendance  of  152,333,  making  the  pro- 
portion of  population  at  school  1  in  4.8  or  nearly  21  per  cent. 
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The  number  of  children  at  school  some  portion  of  the  year  was 
8,193  being  1  in  3.9  or  about  25|  per  cent,  and  the  grand  total 
for  the  year  was  297,055. 

Of  the  children  not  at  school  the  returns  state  there  were  495 
in  winter  and  493  in  summer,  besides  others  in  sections  from 
which  there  is  no  report.  These  will  probably  swell  the  number 
to  about  600  not  in  attendance  at  any  school.  It  is  to  be  regret- 
ted that  some  means  cannot  be  devised  by  which  these  ''  neglected 
ones"  should  have  the  benefit  of  some  school  education.  It  is  sad 
to  see  children  playing  about  the  streets  within  sight  of  the 
school-house,  merely  because  ^*  they  don't  want  to  go  to  school," 
or  because  their  parents  are  indifferent  to  their  educational  wel- 
&re.  For  such,  at  least,  compulsory  attendance  would  be  a  bless- 
ing. 

With  regard  to  the  schools,  little  can  be  added  to  what  has 
been  stated  in  former  reports.  Seyeral,  under  efficient  teachers, 
are  in  a  prosperous  condition,  others  are  middling,  and  the  re- 
maining ones  are  below  what  should  be  reasonably  expected. 
Teachers  ot  education  and  ability  are  needed  for  elementary  as 
well  as  higher  schools  ;  and  until  trustees  and  people  see  it  to  be 
their  interest  to  employ  better  educated  teachers,  we  cannot  hope 
for  much  improvement.  It  is  believed  there  would,  in  many  cases, 
be  better  schools  if  persons  more  competent  were  chosen  for  trus- 
tees, and  if  the  people  of  the  sections  would  see  that  the  trustees 
performea  their  duties. 

The  most  scholarship  is  found  in  the  Academy  and  the  schools 
at  Lockeport  and  Barrington  Passage.  Each  has  about  an  equal 
number  of  pupils  in  the  higher  branches,  such  as  geometry,  al- 
gebra, practical  mathematics,  natural  philosophy  and  latin.  In 
several  others,  geometry,  algebra,  advanced  arithmetic,  chemistry 
of  common  things,  keeping  of  accounts,  and  British  History  are 
taught,  while  in  the  remainder  the  instruction  is  mostly  elemen- 
tary. Some  of  our  female  teachers  have  been  eminently  sucoessfiil 
and  their  services  are  being  appreciated  so  that  they  now  receive 
salaries  nearly,  if  not  quite  equal  to  male  teachers  of  the  same 
grade. 

As  a  general  thing  our  school-houses  are  kept  in  a  oomfiirtaUe 
and  ckanly  condition,  but  in  a  few  instances,  especially  in  wintw. 


ShKLBUBHX   OOUITTT,  45 

tiliej  have  been  found  unBuitable.  Plastering  broken  down,  win- 
dow panes  out,  insufficient  iuel,  blackboards  and  desks  mutilated 
and  the  whole  premises  rendered  cheerless  and  uniuyiting.  Much 
of  this  is  owing  to  the  negligence  of  trustees  and  the  hick  of  care 
and  energy  on  the  part  of  teachers.  A  teacher  who  has  the  in- 
terests of  the  school  at  heart  should  use  every  available^  means  to 
prevent  injury  to  the  premises  and  should  urge  upon  trustees  the 
necessity  of  having  the  house  always  in  order. 

The  neglect  to  furnish  suitable  outhouses  is  an  evil  still  existing 
in  many  sections.  A  change  is  gradually  taking  place  and  it  i^ 
hoped  they  will  soon  be  generally  provided. 

Most  of  our  schools  are  tolerably  well  supplied  with  books.  In 
some  sections  they  are  purchased  by  the  trustees,  and  where  suffi- 
cient money  is  voted  and  expended  for  this  purpose  the  schools  are 
usually  most  successful.  In  some  cases,  reading  books,  copy 
books,  slates,  pencils,  pens  and  ink  are  wanting  and  for  lack  of 
these  necessary  appliances,  children  sit  idly  on  the  seats,  or  de- 
pend upon  their  more  fortunate  comrades  who  may  be  better  sup- 
plied. 

The  Nova  Scotia  series  is  in  most  general  use.  In  many 
schools  McCabe's  grammar  has  been  the  text  book  for  the  past 
year;  in  others  Lennie's  is  still  retained.  The  Nova  Scotia 
advanced  arithmetic  is  being  superseded  by  Greenlears,  and 
Messrs  Eaton  and  Frazee's  Commercial  Arithmetic  is  also  coming 
into  usage.  The  introduction  of  different  kinds  of  writing  books 
does  not  seem  to  be  beneficial.  The  best  writing  is  found  in 
those  schools  where  ^Staples'  books  have  been  adopted  and  his 
system  carefully  taught. 

Though  in  most  of  our  schools  maps  of  Nova  Scotia  and 
Nelson's  Hemispheres  are  provided,  and  in  a  few  of  them,  addi- 
tional maps,  globes  and  other  necessary  articles  for  school  uses,  jet 
the  supply  of  apparatus  faUs  £ir  short  of  what  the  regulations  of 
the  council  require.  Only  five  schools  have  thermometers,  few 
have  globes  or  dictionaries,  only  two  have  gazetteers,  only  three 
prints  and  diagrams,  none  have  biographical  dictionaries,  none 
models  of  solids  or  cabinets  of  specimens  in  natural  history,  none 
mathematical  instruments  or  chemical  apparatus,  and  the  academy 
has  not  what  is  required  for  such  institutions. 
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In  moit  cases  the  registers  are  correctlj  kept.  Sometimes 
there  is  evident  carelessness,  poor  writing,  bad  figures  and  untidi- 
ness. 

The  agreements  are  usuallj  regular.  In  reference  to  returns 
it  is  to  be  observed  that  thej  are  too  often  fiiultj.  Last  May  so 
many  of  the  A  returns  were  defective  that  the  Boards  of  Commis- 
sioners very  properly  passed  resolutions  threatening  to  withhold 
moneys  from  trustees  and  teachers  if  more  care  were  not  taken 
to  render  future. returns  correct  and  complete.  This  had  a  good 
effect,  and  most  of  the  autumnal  A  returns  were  carefully  made 
out ;  but  two-thirds  of  the  B  returns  were  either  unfinished  or 
inaccurate.  Trustees  complain  that  they  do  not  understand  all 
the  questions,  nor  are  they  able  to  get  all  the  information  de- 
manded. K  a  simpler  form  were  devised  and  fewer  questions 
asked,  probably  as  much  correct  information  would  be  obtained 
and  the  filling  of  the  returns  be  better  atteuded  to.  It  "will  be 
seen  by  tlie  supplementary  B  returu  that  810,438  were  voted  for 
schoor  purposes ;  making  an  average  of  74|  cents  to  the  SI  00. 
The  lowest  per  centage  being  15  cents  to  the  hundred  dollars,  and 
the  highest  81.67.  This  is  a  wide  difterence  and  shows  that 
some  sections  are  taxed  locally  at  a  very  mucb  higher  rate  than 
others.  Much  credit  is  due  to  the  people  of  those  sections  where 
the  taxation  is  highest ;  and  it  would  be  well  if  others  who  parsi- 
moniously vote  a  meagre  sum,  only  sufficient  to  sustain  an  inferior 
school,  would  follow  their  example.  The  section  of  the  amended 
school  act  sanctioning  compulsory  schools  has  already  proved 
advantageous  in  this  county.  Two  schools  were  established  last 
term  through  its  enforcement,  and  two  others  are  authorized  for 
this  winter's  term.  It  is  likely  to  work  well  if  trustees  promptly 
perform  their  part.  We  have  to  complain  as  heretofore  of 
irregular  attendance,  especially  since  the  summer  holidays.  Many 
are  talking  seriously  of  the  urgent  need  of  an  act  for  compulsory 
attendance,  and  while  this  might  seem  arbitrary,  yet,  unless  some 
means  can  be  adopted  to  arouse  parents  to  a  greater  eagerness  for 
the  educational  improvement  of  their  children,  by  keeping  them 
regularly  at  school,  such  a  law  will  necessarily  require  to  be  en- 
forced, so  that  the  benevolent  objects  of  the  school  systeem  may 
be  fully  carried  out. 

It  is  sometimes  difficult  at  the  semi-annual  meeting  of  the 
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iBoard  of  School  Commbsioiienito  gst  a  quomm,  those  lifing  at  a 
distance  being  unwilling  to  attend  without  some  remuneration  for 
loss  of  time  and  expense  of  travelling ;  and  those  living  near  the 
place  of  meeting  being  either  absent  from  home  or  too  busily  en- 
gaged in  their  usual  avocations.  It  would  appear  that  some  com- 
pensation should  be  allowed,  or  at  least  the  travelling  expenses 
paid,  for  it  cannot  be  expected  that  persons  will  travel  fifteen  and 
even  twenty  miles  to  attend  a  meeting  of  two  hours  duration, 
without  making  considerable  personal  sacrifice ;  jet  without  this 
attendance,  the  remote  sections  cannot  be  represented  at  the 
Board. 

In  conclusion  I  am  happv  to  state  that  though  many  defects 
still  need  remedying,  yet,  on  the  whole  we  are  greatly  encouraged 
to  hope  for  better  things.  More  schools  were  in  operation  the 
last  term  than  usual,  an  increasing  interest  seems  to  be  manifest- 
ed, and  people  are  becoming  convinced  of  the  need  of  better  school- 
houses,  more  permanent  schools,  better  teachers,  more  regular  at- 
tendance and  more  thoroughness  in  the  instruction  given. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  A.  DOANE, 

A.  S.  Hunt, 

Superintendent  of  Education, 
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COLIN  W.  KOSCOE,  Inspector, 

Sir,—  I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  first  Annual  Beport,  on  the 
condition  of  the  Public  Schools  in  Kings  County. 

Report  making  being  rather  'a  formal  business,  I  shall 
not  attempt  to  step  aside  from  the  somewhat  stereotyped  plan, 
usually  followed,  but  furnish  by  facts  and  figures,  such  informa- 
tion in  connection  with  the  educational  matters  of  this  Countji  as 
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I  have  been  enabled  to  obtain,  during  the  year  ended  October 
3l8t.  1874. 

TeMh€r9.—Th9  Teachers  and  lioenaed  aiditants,  empbyed  during  the  year, 
were  cla«ified  as  follows : — 


Grade 

B. 

C. 

D, 

E. 

3iale8. 

Females. 

T&tiL 

Wmter  Term 

17 

48 

30 

10 

44 

61 

105 

Summer  Term. 

9        43 

35 

12 

22 

77 

99 

Several  of  our  teachers,  both  male  and  female,  have  shown  a 
commendable  zeal  in  the  advancement  of  the  pupils  conunitted  to 
their  charge,  and  the  rapid  progress  made  by  such  pupils,  affords 
ample  proof  of  the  excellence  and  eflSiciency  of  the  work  they  are 
performing ;  but  while  I  am  gratified  thus  to  report,  that  a  large 
number  of  the  teachers  of  this  County  are  doing  good,  honest, 
faithful  work,  I  am  compelled,  in  the  interests  of  education,  to 
say,  that  some  (and  this  number  is  larger  than  I  could  wish) 
manifest  carelessness  and  inaptitude  for  the  work.  This  is  far 
from  satisfactory. 

If  umber  of  Sehooit. — ^There  were  94  schools  and  departments  in  operation  in 
the  Winter  Term,  the  number  of  pupils  registered  being  4859,  and  the  grand 
total  days  attendance,  302,010 ;  while  for  the  Summer  Term  there  were  96 
schools  and  departments,  with  4768  pupils  registered,  making  an  attendance  of 
271,822  days. 

By  comparing  the  nimiberof  Schools,  Teachers,  pupils  and  days  attendance, 
of  the  year  just  ended,  with  those  of  the  year  next  preceding  this,  we  have  for 
the  Terms  ending  April  30th,  1873-74. 


Years. 

Schools. 

Teacher. 

Pupils. 

Days  Attend'ce. 

1874 

94 

89 

105 
99 

4859 
4307 

302010 

1873 

259tS99 

Incr'se  for  Term 

5 

6 

552 

42311 

For  the  Tei 

rm  ending  C 

October  3  Ist, 

1873-74 : 

Years. 

SchooL 

Teachers. 

Pupils. 

Days  Attend*ce. 

1874 

96 
93 

100 
99 

4768 
4575 

27182S 

1873 

2694U8 

Incr'se  for  Term 
Inci'se  for  Year 

3 

8 

1 
7 

193 
746 

2414 
44r26 
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There  wore  11  Graded  Schools  for  the  Winteri  and  9  for  the 
Summer  Term.  Gaapereaux  will  haveairraded  school  for  the 
next  Wipter  TerjvL,  and  jn^^bably  Grafton.and  Harhorville  ..will 
enlarge  their  Sdiool-honses  in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  and 
grade  thevr  schools. 

Sectiofu^—Two  nt(w  nectjooB  hay^  been  organized  dming  the-  year,  vis  »— 
South  BilUown  No,  96,  and  Long  Beach  No.  07.  These  vez^jnade  bj  th^ 
division  o£  other  SecUosa.  The  Ut.  by  dividing  Billtowii  No.  34  into  neariy 
two  equal  parte.  The  2nd.  was  out  off  from  BtoterV  Haribor  Mountain  ¥<k 
46  and  coneiiiti  of  three  familiee  living  too  fardiitaat  to  receive  nntohi>eneflt 
from  the  eurrounding  schools.  The  number  of  Sections  now  in  the  County  is 
ninetif  seren.    Only  ^t«  have  been  without  a  school  for  the  whole  year. . 

School'Himaes. — New  school-houses  have  been  erected  in  Berwick,  South 
Billtown,  North  BiUtown,  Long  Beach  and  Islands  since  November  1873.  The 
house  on  Long  Island  is  not  yet  finished  inside.  The  houses  in  Cen^yiUe, 
Chipman  Brook,  New  BCinas,  Scots-Bay  Boad  and  Jackson  have  undeigone 
extensive  repairs,  and  are  much  imppved  in  appearance,  arrangement  of  furni- 
ture and  warmth.  Ben^dck  has  now  the  best  School-house  in  the  County. 
The  building,  although  plain,  is  ,neat  and  commodious.  It  is  seated  wi^i 
patent  desks  and  arranged  for  two  departments.  It  haa  also  a  large  dass-room. 
The  play-ground,  which  is  mostly  m  irpnt  of  the  hpQ*e»  gently  inclining  to- 
wards the  main  street  of  Berwick,  is  aH  that  can  be  Jesired. 

Kentville  has  voted  $3000  for  a  School-house,  and  I  am  pleased  to  state,  that 
the  site  has  been  purchased  and  the  Trustees  are  preparing  to  build  without 
delay. 

Habitant  also  has  voted  ^600  for  a  School -house  and  will  build  next  summer, 
I  hope  Canning  will,  not  long  be  behind  the  other  Villages,  in  the  matter  of 
improved  school  accommodation.  The  house  in  Upper  Pereaux  was  destroyed 
by  fire  about  the  middle  of  the  Winter  Term,  in  consequence  of  which,  that 
section  has  been  without  a  school  since  that  time  I  havefoimd  it  necessary, 
in  the  performance  of  my  duty,  to  rei)ort  some  School-houses  unfit  for  use. 
These  the  Commissioners  condemned  and  many  of  them  have  since  undergone 
repairs.  I  believe  other  sections,  acting  upon  the  hint  thus  given,  will  put 
their  houses  in  a  condition  to  enable  them  to  continue  to  participate  in  the 
Provincial  and  County  Funds. 

Bonus.— 'Sine  teachers  received  the  "Bonus  for  the  first,  and  seven  for  the 
second,"  Term  of  the  year.  I  regard  this  inducement  to  teach  for  Jive  yeart  or 
fiiore  as  very  important.  PerhaiM  there  is  no  greater  hindrance  to  continued 
progress  in  our  schools,  than  the  short  period  of  service  of  the  majority  of 
teachers ;  but  I  believe  if  an  additional  grant  were  made  to  teachers  of  grade  B 
and  C  after  five  years  experience,  who  manifest  superior  skill  in  imparting  in- 
struction and  in  school  management  generally,  a  better  class  of  teachers  would 
be  retained  and  the  object  of  all  true  educationists  thereby  more  effectually  se- 
cured.   We  need  teachers  possessing  an  aptitude  or  tact  for  the  work,  and 
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when  the  Borvioes  of  rach  have  been  Mciired,  we  oMinibi  well  affcrd  to  loee  tfaem; 
hence  the  necessity  of  offering  a  reward  for  akiU  as  well  as  for  werviee.  The 
"  Bonns,**  as  it  is  given,  may  be  bestowed  upon  undeserving  teachers,  since  the 
only  qualifications  required,  are  to  hold  a  grade  A  or'B  license,  and  show  a 
certificate  of  five  years  service;  but  an  extra  grant  given  to  a  teacher  of  any 
grade,  possessing  superior  fitness  for  the  work,  is  not  misi^propriated. 

Vititation.—l  made  190  official  and  several  non-official  visits,  during  the 
year.  I  found  the  teachers,  as  a  whole,  laboring  faithfully  according  to  the 
ability  they  possess ;  many  of  them  evincing  an  aptitude  for  imparting  instruo- 
tion,  and  realizing  in  an  eminent  degree,  the  importance  of  the  interest  commit- 
ted to  their  care.  When  imperfections  in  the  management  of  any  of  the  teach- 
ers  have  been  noticed,  I  have  preferred  to  pass  them  over  lightly,  rather  than 
allude  to  them  in  an  official  report,  believing  it  a  far  better  plan  to  personally 
call  the  attention  of  teachers,  and  in  a  friendly  way,  to  any  faults  obeervedy 
thereby  giving  an  opportunity  for  correction* 

I  refer  you  to  my  *'  Notes  of  Inspection*'  for  the  estimate  placed 
upon  the  work  of  the  several  teachers. 

CfoveriimetU  Orant. — The  present  mode  of  apportioning  the  Government  Grant 
does  not  give  general  satisfaction  to  the  teachers  of  this  County,  for  two  rea- 
sons, viz : — ^Ist,  they  are  likely  to  receive  a  smaller  amount  than  under  the  pre- 
vious mode  of  distribution ;  2nd,;^they  are  anxious  to  know  what  sum  they  may 
expect  from  Government  before  engaging  with  ^bustees. 

Special  Aid, — ^A  difficulty  frequently  arises  in  "Poor  Sections"  with  refeienoe 
to  the  extra  grant;  especially  is  this  thecase  inthoee  sections  wishing  to  emplqy 
a  grade  C  teacher.  When  a  male  teacher  of  that  grade  is  employed,  both  the 
teacher  and  the  section  receive  the  "  Special  Aid;**  but  when  a  female  of  grade 
C  is  employed,  it  is  withheld,  because  she  ranks  in  the  first  class.  If  a  really 
poor  section  chooses  to  assess  for  a  sum  sufficient  to  employ  even  a  First  Qaei 
male  teacher,  so  much  the  more  necessary  is  it,  in  my  opinion,  to  give  the 
"Special  Aid."  I  would  beg  leave  to  suggest,  that  the  School  Act  relating  to 
this  matter  be  so  amended,  that  any  section  classed  a  "Poor  Section**  by  the 
School  Commissioners,  shall  receive  the  Special  Aid,  regardless  of  the  daos  of 
teacher  employed. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  tender  my  sincere  thanks  to  you^  for 
your  uniform  courtesy  during  our  short  official  intercourse,  and 
to  my  numerous /rten(28,  for  kind  attentions  while  visiting  the 
schools  in  their  respective  sections. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

COLIN  W.  ROSCOB. 

JL.  S.  HUHT, 

SuperintendttU  of  Education. 
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WILLIAM  HARTSHORNE,  Inspector. 

Sib, — Ab  Inspector  of  Schools,  it  again  becomes  my  duty  to 
present  to  you  a  General  Beport  on  the  state  of  the  schools  in 
this  G)unty  for  the  year  ended  October  31st,  1874.  The  progress 
of  school  matters  has  been  improving,  and  I  believe  the  people  in 
many  of  the  sections  have  done,  and  are  still  anxious  to  do  all  in 
their  power  in  the  cause  of  Education,  but  the  pecuniary  resources  ' 
in  many  of  the  sections,  especially  on  the  southern  shore  of  this 
county  are  extremely  limited,  and  the  population  very  sparse,  and 
unable  either  to  erect  buUdingH  or  support  schools,  although  the 
Commissioners  have  placed  such  sections  on  the  poor  list. 

The  Teachers  employed  during  the  term  were  classified  as 
follows : — 


TSBM. 

A 

B 

C 

D 
19 

£ 
9 

Male. 

Female. 

TotaL 

Winter. 

1 

9 

11 

21 

28 

49 

1  1    » 

SiiTnmfir ,t... 

16 

32 

13 

22 

48 

70 

Departmertt  for  WS  and  1S74, 


1873. 


Winter 48 

Summer.  ....    63 


1874.    Winter 49 

*'       Summer 70 


Showilig  an  increase  of  8  Departments  for  1874. 

Owing  to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  teachers  last  winter, 
several  sections,  which  usually  have  schools  were  vacant,  onl^ 
out  of  89  sections  in  the  County.  During  the  summer  term 
there  were  schools  in  62  sections,  of  these  Guysborough  had  four 
departments,  Cape  Canso  three,  Port  Mulgrave,  Sherbrooke  and 
Ooldenville  two  each  ;  the  remainder  but  one  department  each. 


The  number  of  registered  pupils  for  the  winter  term  of  1874 
was  2^27  and  the  total  days  attendance  was  124,421,  being  an 
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increase  of  31  pnpils  and  15,525  days  over  the  corresponding 

term  of  1878.    The  number  of  pupils  registered  the  past  summer 

term  was  3,115,  and  the  grand  total  attendance  was   165^7 

days,  being  an  increase  of  197  pupils  and  18,597  days  more  than 

the  corresponding  term  of  1873. 

«.    ■  •  " 

Attendance, — ^The  number  of  children  at  school  some  portion  of  the 
year  was  3,605,  or  one  in  every  4.6  of  the  population,  per  last  census ; 
which  I  believe  has  been  the  laigest  attendance  under  the  present  law. 
Still  the  attendance  is  not  what  it  should  have  been.  There  were  in  the 
summer  term  649  pupils  in  sections  haying  schools,  who  did  not  attend 
school.  For  the  benefit  of  these  children  especially,  a  compulsory  law  is 
required.  I  think  the  parents  should  be  compelled  to  send  their  children 
to  school  some  portion  of  the  year.  Without  such  a  law  their  children 
will  be  allowed  to  grow  up  in  ignorance.  In  most  of  the  sections  I  hays 
found  the  ayerage  attendance  pretty  good  up  to  the  summer  vacation 
but;  after  that  period  there  is  a  sad  falling  off.  There  is  also  a  great  fall- 
ing off  at  the  tiiue  of  berry  picking.  I  visited  several  sections  at  that 
time,  in  which  there  were  from  40  to  60  pupils  registered  ;  I  found  but 
from  ten  to  fifteen  present  and  these  generally  of  the  junior  class.  In 
the  colored  section  No.  84  Tracadie,  school  has  been  in  operation  during 
the  summer  term  for  the  first  time.  There  were  67  registered  pupils, 
ayerage  attendance  89.  The  piogress  made  in  this  school  has  been  very 
satisfactory,  sfid  the  pupils  are  very  well  supplied  with  books,  &c. 

School-houeei, — During  the  past  year  four  new  school-houses  have  been 
erected  in  the  District  of  Guysborough,  viz :  one  at  Cape  Canso  Island,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  fishermen  who  resort  thither  with  their  families  during 
the  summer.  This  is  a  neat  and  commodious  building,  and  when  pro- 
perly seated  will  be  a  credit  to  the  section.  Another  was  built  in  Section 
No  83,  Tracadie,  a  poor  and  isolated  section,  and  up  to  this  year  without 
a  school-house.  Another  in  Section  No.  24  Cole  Harbour,  and  the  fourth 
in  Seal  Harbour  No.  47.  There  also  haS  been  two  erected  in  the  district 
of  St,  Mary*8,  viz. :  one  in  Middle  Liscomb  No.  18,  and  the  other  in  Beck- 
erton  No.  27.  There  are  also  two  in  the  course  of  erection  in  this  district, 
viz. :  one  at  Lochabar  Section  No.  14,  and  the  other  at  Upper  Liscomb  No, 
17.  Taking  the  county  as  a  whole,  the  advancement  made  in  school 
buildings  the  past  year  has  been  very  satisfactory.  Four  other  sections 
have  made  arrangements  for  building  next  year.  The  school-house  in 
River  SidI,  Section  No.  2  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  April  last,  as  this  is  a 
.weak  section  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  there  was  no  insurance  on  the  build- 
ing. 

Text  Books,  8^c, — The  books  prescribed  by  the  C.  P.  Instruction  are  those 
in  use.  The  supply  in  many  of  the  schools  is  very  deficient,  very  few 
sections  include  in  the  annual  vote  a  sum  for  books.  In  consequence  of 
which  many  of  them  are  very  poorly  supplied.  -  Many  of  the  soho^  are 
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▼ery  poorly  supplied  with  black-board  surface  and  mape,  whilst  some 
few  have  black-boards  and  the  teachers  either  will  not  or  do  not  know 
how  to  use  them.  In  many  sections  {he  sate-payers  'will  not  vote  any- 
thing for  maps,  &c  If  the  taw  \ra8  such  that  the  Trustees  would  be 
bound  to  furnish  the  necessary  apparatus,  and  assess  it  in  the  section,  it 
would  be  an  improyement, 

Teacher$, — The  habit  of  changing  teachers  from  term  to  term  still  con- 
tinues, apd  openUps  very  injuriously  in  the  proyn^ess  of  tiie  schools.  The 
schools  in  this  County  are  passing  into  the  hands  of  females.  Out  of  70 
teachers  employed  during  the  summer  term  48  were  fiBmales.  The  salaries 
of  male  teachers  are  so  low,  that  but  few  young  men  will  enter  or  remain 
in  the  profession.  Youhg  women  can  work  for  a  lower  rate  of  salary,  and 
hence  their  services  are  preferred.  This  is  a  matter  which  demands  some 
consid^ation.  In  many  of  our  schools,  I  am  happy  to  say,  the  female 
teachers  are  labouring  faithfully  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

Academy. — ^This  department,  the  past  year,  or  until  the  first  of  October, 
was  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  Eaton,  and  has  been  very  well  conducted. 
Since  that  time  it  has  been  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  Wallace.  This  insti- 
tution is  at  present  g^raded'  in  four  departments,  and  is  pretty  well  sup- 
plied with  books  and  apparatus.  The  attendance  of  pupils  has  been 
about  the  same  as  usual,  and  principally  residents  of  the  section  in  which 
the  academy  is  situated. 

Jtegisters. — I  found  the  majorify  of  the  teachers  the  past  year,  kept  the 
registers  neatly  and  correctly.  Some  few  imperfect  and  very  dirty.  In 
two  instances  the  teachers  upon  leaving  the  section,  had  taken  the  Regis- 
ter with  them. 

Viatta. — During  the  winter  term  I  visited  all  the  schools  there  were  in 
operation  with  the  exception  of  six  in  the  district  of  St.  Mary's,  which 
was  owing  to  the  almost  impassable  state  of  the  roads,  at  the  time  of  the 
heavy  freshet  in  March  last.  During  the  summer  term,  I  visited  all  the 
schools,  with  the  exception  of  Glenelg,  Section  No.  3,  district  of  St. 
Mary's,  which  was  not  in  operation  when  I  visited  the  Section.  I  also 
visited  three  sections  where  schools  did  not  exist,  in  two  of  these  the  rate- 
X>ayers  voted  money  for  the  erection  of  buildings  next  summer.  ' 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  leave  to  state,  that  in  many  respects  the 
past  year  has  been  one  of  progress ;  and  that  the  prospects  of 
future  improvement  is  encouraging. 

I  remain,  Yours  respectfully,  '^ 

WILLIAM  HAKTSHORNB. 

A.  S.  HUKT, 

Superintendent  of  Education, 
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increase  of  31  pnpils  and  15,625  days  over  the  corresponding 

term  of  1878.    The  number  of  pupils  registered  the  past  summer 

term  was  3,115,  and  the  grand  total  attendance  was   165^7 

days,  being  an  increase  of  197  pupils  and  18,597  days  more  than 

the  corresponding  term  of  1873. 

*•.'"■ 
Attendance, — ^The  number  of  children  at  school  some  portion  of  the 
year  was  3,605,  or  one  in  every  4.6  of  the  population,  per  last  census ; 
which  I  believe  has  been  the  laigest  attendance  under  the  present  law. 
Still  the  attendance  is  not  what  it  should  have  been.  There  were  in  the 
gummer  term  649  pupils  in  sections  having  schools,  who  did  not  attend 
school.  For  the  benefit  of  these  children  especially,  a  compulsory  law  is 
required.  I  think  the  parents  should  be  compelled  to  send  their  children 
to  school  some  portion  of  the  year.  Without  such  a  law  their  children 
vnll  be  allowed  to  grow  up  in  ignorance.  In  most  of  ihe  sections  I  have 
found  the  average  attendance  pretty  good  up  to  the  summer  vacation 
bu^  after  that  period  there  is  a  sad  falling  off.  There  is  also  a  great  fall- 
ing off  at  the  tiiue  of  berry  picking.  I  visited  several  sections  at  that 
time,  in  which  there  were  from  40  to  60  pupils  registered ;  I  found  but 
from  ten  to  fifteen  present,  and  these  generally  of  the  junior  class.  In 
the  colored  section  No.  84  Tracadie,  school  has  been  in  operation  during 
the  summer  term  for  the  first  time.  There  wsre  67  registered  pupils, 
average  attendance  89.  The  piogress  made  in  this  school  has  been  very 
satisfactory,  ^fkd  the  pupils  are  very  well  supplied  with  books,  &o. 

Schocirhouses, — During  the  past  year  four  new  school-houses  have  been 
erected  in  the  District  of  Guysborough,  \iz :  one  at  Cape  Canso  Island,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  fishermen  who  resort  thither  with  tlieir  families  during 
tile  summer.  This  is  a  neat  and  commodious  building,  and  when  pro- 
perly seated  will  be  a  credit  to  the  section.  Another  was  built  in  Section 
No  33,  Tracadie,  a  poor  and  isolated  section,  and  up  to  this  year  without 
a  school-house.  Another  in  Section  No.  24  Cole  Harbour,  and  the  fourth 
in  Seal  Harbour  No.  47.  There  also  haS  been  two  erected  in  the  district 
of  St,  Mary's,  viz. :  one  in  Middle  Liscomb  No.  18,  and  the  other  in  Beck- 
erton  No.  27.  There  are  also  two  in  the  course  of  erection  in  this  district, 
viz. :  one  at  Lochabar  Section  No.  14,  and  the  other  at  Upper  Liscomb  No, 
17.  Taking  the  county  as  a  whole,  the  advancement  made  in  school 
buildings  the  past  year  has  been  very  satisfactory.  Four  other  sections 
have  made  arrangements  for  building  next  year.  The  school-house  in 
River  SidS,  Section  No.  2  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  April  last,  as  this  is  a 
weak  section  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  there  was  no  insurance  on  the  build- 
ing. 

Text  Books,  ^c, — The  books  prescribed  by  the  C.  P.  Instruction  are  those 
in  use.  The  supply  in  many  of  the  schools  is  very  deficient,  very  few 
sections  include  in  the  annual  vote  a  sum  for  books.  In  consequence  of 
which  many  of  them  are  very  poorly  supplied.    Many  of  the  schools  are 
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▼ery  poorly  supplied  with  black-board  surface  and  maps,  whilst  some 
few  have  black-boards  and  the  teachers  either  will  not  or  do  not  know 
how  to  use  them.  In  many  sections  the  rate-payers  will  not  vote  any- 
thing for  maps,  &c  If  the  law  \ra8  such  that  the  Trustees  would  be 
bound  to  furnish  the  necessary  apparatus,  and  assess  it  in  the  section,  it 
would  be  an  improyement. 

Teachers. — The  habit  of  changing  teachers  from  term  to  term  still  con- 
tinues, a«d  operate  very  injuriously  in  the  progress  of  tiie  schools.  The 
schools  in  this  County  are  passing  into  the  hands  of  females.  Out  of  70 
teachers  employed  during  the  summer  term  48  were  fiBmales.  The  salaries 
of  male  teachers  are  so  low,  that  but  few  young  men  will  enter  or  remain 
in  the  profession.  Youhg  women  can  work  for  a  lower  rate  of  salary,  and 
hence  their  eervioet  are  preferred.  This  is  a  matter  which  demands  some 
consid^ation.  In  many  of  our  schools,  I  am  happy  to  say,  the  female 
teachers  are  labouring  faithfully  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

Academy. — ^This  department,  the  past  year,  or  until  the  first  of  October, 
was  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  Eaton,  and  has  been  very  well  conducted. 
Since  that  time  it  has  been  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  Wallace.  Tliis  insti- 
tution is  at  present  g^raded'  in  four  departments,  and  is  pretty  well  sup- 
plied with  books  and  apparatus.  The  attendance  of  pupils  has  been 
about  the  same  as  usual,  and  principally  residents  of  the  section  in  which 
the  academy  is  situated. 

Begistert. — I  found  the  majority  of  the  teachers  the  past  year,  kept  the 
registers  neatly  and  correctly.  Some  few  imperfect  and  very  dirty.  In 
two  instances  the  teachers  upon  leaving  the  section,  had  taken  the  Regis- 
ter with  them. 

T'tMto.— During  the  winter  term  I  visited  all  the  schools  there  wera  in 
operation  with  the  exception  of  six  in  the  district  of  St.  Mary's,  which 
was  owing  to  the  almost  impassable  state  of  the  roads,  at  the  time  of  the 
heavy  freshet  in  March  last  During  the  summer  term,  I  visited  all  the 
schools,  with  the  exception  of  Glenelg,  Section  No.  3,  district  of  St. 
Mary's,  which  was  not  in  operation  when  I  visited  the  Section.  I  also 
visited  three  sections  where  schools  did  not  exist,  in  two  of  these  the  rate- 
X>ayers  voted  money  for  the  erection  of  buildmgt  next  summer.  ' 

In  conclusioxi,  I  beg  leave  to  state,  that  in  many  respects  the 
past  year  has  been  one  of  progress ;  and  that  the  prospects  of 
future  improvement  is  encouraging. 

I  remain.  Yours  respectfully, 

WILLIAM  HABTSHORNB. 

A.  S.  HUHT, 

Superintendent  of  Education. 
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YARMOUTH  COUNTY. 


G.  J.  FARISH,   iNSPEcrroB.  , 

Sir, — The  close  of  the  year  1874  reminds  me  that  again  a  re- 
port of  the  Schools  of  this  County  is  due  from  me,  while  a  glance 
at  my  abstracts  .shews  me  that  I  have  little  to  say  that  is  new  or 
very  encouraging.  In  my  nine  former  reports  I  have  so  com* 
pletely  exhausted  the  subjects  usually  embraced  in  such  docu- 
ments that  I  shall  be  obliged  to  confine  myself  chiefly  to  the  pro- 
gress, it  any,  made  during  the  year ;  and  to  such  topics  as  have 
come  to  the  surface  since  my  last  report. 

I  may  remark  here  that,  with  but  two  exceptions,  every  section 
of  the  67  in  the  County  of  Yarmouth  has  enjoyed,  to  a  certain  ex- 
teut,  the  pri\ileges  of  a  school  during  some  period  of  the  10  years 
that  the  present  Act  has  been  in  force. 

I  find  that  the  chief  gain  of  1874  over  1873  has  been  in 
financial  affiiirs,  as  the  following  table  will  show. 

1873.  1874.  Increase. 

Assessed  on  sections 817405  $17998  $593 

At  disposal  of  trustees 24934  25587  653 

Expended  for  school  purposes 23888  24480  692 

A^alue  of  school  property 75710  85114  9404 

Id  respect  of  attendance  there  is  nothing  tavourable  to  report. 
The  number  of  teachers,  pupils  and  days'  attendance  difiers  very 
slightly  indeed  from  that  of  1873.  In  some  cases  it  exceeds  that 
year,  in  some  cases  it  falls  a  little  short  of  it.  The  irregularity  of 
attendance  still  forms  a  subject  of  much  complaint. 

In  the  matter  of  school  houses  and  apparatus  I  am  hoping  for 
improvement  during  the  coming  year.  The  Commissioners  have 
resolved  to  withhold  the  County  Grant  from  sections  not  doing 
their  duty  in  these  respects ;  and  the  Yarmouth  Board  has  gone 
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still  farther  in  publishing,  in  the  local  paper,  a  list  of  the  de- 
fikulters ;  so  that  they  may  have  due  notice,  and  in  future  no  ex- 
cuse. I  already  see  a  movemeut  in  certain  sections  in  conse- 
quence  of  this  decision  of  the  Board. 

The  time  is  too  short  yet  to  see  the  eflfoct  of  the  compulsory 
clause  in  the  last  amendment  of  the  Act ;  but,  judging  from  the 
interest  manifested  in  the  tardy  sections,  I  think  it  will  be  pro  - 
ductive  of  much  good.  The  advocates  of  free  public  schools  ar^ 
jubilant  over  it,  while^the  opponents  writhe  undSr  it. 

In  my  former  reports  I  have  alluded  to  the  scarcity  of  books  in 
some  of  the  poorer  sections.  I  made  more  particular  enquiries 
during  my  summer  visitations,  nnd  find,  iu  several  cases,  numbers 
of  small  children  without  either  book  or  slate,  and  with  no  oral 
instruction  to  compensate  for  the  deficiency.  When  such  is  the 
case  I  warn  the  teachers  and  trustees  that  I  will  in  future  erase 
such  names  fn)m  the  list  before  presenting  the  return  to  the 
board.  They  have  no  right  to  turn  the  school  room  into  a  nur- 
sery to  accommodate  the  mothers  and  secure  a  larger  portion  of 
the  County  Fund.  In  the  French  schools  I  find  that  the  books 
which  are  prescribed,  and  which  should  be  in  use,  are  supplanted 
in  many  cases  by  catechisms  and  other  such  theological  produo . 
tions.  I  have  requested  those  to  be  discontinued  and  their  places 
filled  by  the  proper  English  elementary  works.  The  excuse  is 
that  the  English  secular  books  cost  money,  while  the  Freiich 
religious  denominational  ones  are  supplied  to  the  children  s;r.itis. 

The  want  of  a  sufficient  number  of  properly  trainod,  or  even 
moderately  qualified  teachers  is  severely  fnlt  in  this  fouuty. 
Consequently  I  am  compelled  rather  than  see  the  school  house 
closed,  to  authorize  the  employment  of  several  who  are  very  de- 
ficient. I  entered  into  this  subject  at  length  in  my  last  report; 
but  must  allude  to  it  again  as  the  evil  continues  unabated. 

I  have  already  spoken  so  ofVen  and  so  fully  on  the  subjects  of 
an  improved  series  of  reading  books,  unintelligible  returns, 
irregular  and  compulsory  attendance,  dilapidated  houses,  deficient 
teachers  and  all  the  kindred  topics  that  it  seems  to  be  uncalled 
for  that  you  should  be  -compelled  to  raad  anything  more  from^  mj 
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pen  on  such  subjects*  I  will  therefore  dose  theee  remsrks  by  ex- 
pressing my  oonyiction,  founded  on  ten  year^  experience,  tfast  the 
present  School  Act  is  working  well  in  our  eouutj ;  and  producing 
the  beneficial  results  which  were  reasonably  expected  fh>m  it  by 
its  advocates. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant-, 

O.  J.  FARISH. 

A.  S.  Hunt, 

Superintendent  of  Education, 


AHTIGONISH  COUNTY. 


A«  McISAAC,  IxsPECTOR. 

*  Snt, — I  beg  to  submit  the  ibilowiug  as  my  report  of  the  Schools 
of  this  County  for  the  year  ended  Slst  October,  1874. 

The  number  of  teachers  employed  during  the  two  terms  had^ 
been 


In  Winter. 

Grade  B 

"      C 

•  ••  •    lO 

2!2 

In  Summer. 

Grade  B 

"      C 

'*      D 

"      E 

.18 
.25 

"       E 

* •  •  •  Zo 
...    11 

..22 
.  9 

I  have  nothing  new  to  add  to  the  information  furnished  by  the 
above  figures  and  the  abstracts  already  sent  to  your  office.  For 
the  last  few  years  our  schools  have  not  been  improving,  the  most 
we  can  say  of  the  year  just  closed,  is  that  it  i^oinpares  not  un- 
fevorably  with  the  ])receding  one. 

The  cause,  as  I  stated  c  n  previous  occasions,  is  the  meagre  in- 
ducement held  out  to  young  men  of  talent  to  denote  themselves  to 
teaching  as  a  profession.  I  always  believed  the  school-master 
makes    the    school,  and   everv  vcar    confirms   the   belief.     The 


SHSLBUBNi  oouirtT.  ^7 

number  of  those  calculated  to  make  our  schools,  is  decreasing  and 
will  continue  to  decrease,  as  long  as  any  respectable  pursuit  is 
allowed  to  offer  more  encouraging  prospects.  Already  the  most 
of  the  young  men  who  immediately  after  the  passage  of  the  school 
law,  spent  their  time  and  mone\)'  to  attain  the  highest  position  as 
teachers  have  hopelessly  abandoned  the  school-room,  and  betaken 
themselves  to  other  occupations  because  therein  they  find  less  un- 
certain prospects  of  independence.  A  few  new  men  every  year 
take  their  place,  and  are  doing  well ;  but  their  heart  cannot  be 
expected  to  be  exclusively  in  tbeir  work,  they  *  therefore  merely 
continue  their  employment  until  a  more  encouraging  alternative 
presents  itself.  Many  schools  are  consequently  "  run"  by  teachers 
who  ought  to  be  receiving  instructions  in  the  elements  of  gram- 
mar and  the  practical  parts  of  arithmetic,  instead  of  being  the 
paid  educators  of  the  rising  generation.  Sucli  teachers  do  not 
complain  of  salaries  to  the  extent  of  giving  up  their  employment 
either  from  ambition  or  disgust,  on  the  contrary  they  are  rather 
disposed  to  be  resigned  to  a  patient  acceptance  of  the  pittance 
from  the  grateful  reflection,  I  have  no  doubt,  that  they  get  more 
for  the  education  they  impart,  then  they  paid  for  the  education 
they  received. 

We  have  still  many  good  schools  in  the  county,  just  because 
they  are  conducted  by  good  teachers, — ^by  teachers,  1  regret  to  say, 
who  are  ill-paid  for  their  valuable  services.  This  complaint  must 
be  made  as  long  as  rate-payers  value  a  few  dollars  more  than  they 
do  the  proper  education  of  their  children,  as  long  as  they  believe 
the  cheapest  teacher  to  be  the  best  suited  for  the  training  of 
youth. 

The  late  amendment  of  the  law  empowering  commissioners  to 
put  at  the  disposal  of  trustees  the  tunds  which  rate-payers  refuse 
to  vote,  would  supply  the  required  remedy,  ware  not  trustees 
themselves  in  too  many  casen  equally  regardless  of  their  edu- 
cational duties.  G)mmissioners  cannot  exercise  ths  power,  save 
on  the  application  of  trustees, — the.applieation  is  seldom  made  and 
hence  the  amendment  almost  remains  a  dead  letter. 

You  will  not  infer  from  my  remarks  our  school  system  b  be- 
coming an  entire  Ikilure.    I  simply  wish  you  to  understand  its  su<y 
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cessful  operation  is  prevented   bj   the  illiberality  of  some  nta- 
payers. 

In  conclusion,  I  must  tender  my  thanks  to  the  Commissioners, 
they  are  due  them  for  the  intelligent  assistance  they  are  ever  ready 
to  give  to  myself,  trustees  and  others  interested  in  turning  oar 
school  advantages  to  the  best  account.  I  always  considered  it 
unfair  that  they  should  be  the  only  officers  for  whose  services 
the  law  makes  no  provision.  Judging  of  other  Boards  by  the 
intelligence  of  our  own,  I  feel  certain  their  labors  ought  to  re- 
ceive the  same  recognition  as  is  accorded  to  the  paid  portions  of 
our  educational  machinery. 

Tours,  Ac, 

A.  McISAAC. 
A.  S.  Hunt, 

Super inteiule)}t  of  Education. 


CUMBERLAND  COUNTY. 


W.  S.  DARRAGH,  Inspector. 

SiE, —  I  have  the  honor  of  subniittiug,  for  your  consideration, 
my  sixth  annual  r^jport,  on  the  schools  of  Cumberland  County, 
for  the  year  ending  Oclober  31st,  1874.  The  Abstracts  and 
Tables  already  forwarded  to  your  office,  contain  all  the  statistical 
information,  and  the  subjoining  table  shows  the  number,  sex  and 
grade  of  all  the  teachers  employed  in  the  county  during  the  year. 


Grade 

A 

B 

0                       D 

£ 

1 
j 

Male. 

Male. 

Male.  Female 

Male. 

1 
Female. Female 

Male. 

FemaleToteL 

Winter  Term 
Bummer   *' 

1 

1 

9 
12 

13          31 
9          38 

2 
6 

38 
88 

16 
29 

25 
2T 

85 
105 

110 
182 

The  increase  over  former  years  is  very  gratifying,  and  1  trust 
the  efficiency  has  kept  pace  with  the  growth;  never  in  any  provioul 
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term  have  we  tiad  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  schools  in  opera- 
tion, and  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  teachers  employed. 

The  whole  number  of  sections  in  the  county  is  (134)  one  hun- 
dred and  thlri*  -four.  Two  new  sections  were  formed  during 
the  year.  Thi«  ;)ar8ely  settled  portion  of  this  extensive  county, 
presented  formit!  "la  obstacles  to  the  proper  bounding  of  school 
sections,  so  that.  -M  could  attend.  'i'he  Commissioners  have 
laboured  diligently  with  me  for  five  years,  to  orercome  these 
obstacles  ;  it  is  therefore  most  gratifying  to  be  able  to  inform  you 
that  nearly  every  school  section,  during  the  year,  had  a  very  fair 
school  in  operation. 

Amendment  of  School  Law,—lt  is  the  fjeneral  opinion  here  that  the 
government  grant  for  schools,  instead  of  b^ncc  fixed,  should  increase  as 
the  population  and  schools  increase.  The  amendment  whicli  fixed  the 
grant  is  looked  upon  as  worse  law,  because  it  gives  less  money  to  the 
schools ;  the  result  will  soon  be  evident,  educational  progress  will  be 
paralysed.  The  teachers  are  clamorous  about  the  change,  I  can  see  that 
it  has  produced  stunning  efiFects  on  engagements,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  present  term;  a  few  schools  will  be  closed  this  winter  in  consequence. 
It  is  therefore  to  lye  hoped  that  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  new 
house,  measures  will  be  takemto  return  to  the  former  plan.  The  follow- 
ing fi^roup  of  figures  taken  from  the  reports,  will  show  that  there  was  no 
lavish  school  expenditure,  either  in  this  county  or  in  the  province  which 
demanded  a  change  in  the  law. 


Average  number  of  Teachers 

in  each  year,  for  five  years, 

in  Cumberland  Co. 

The  whole  yearly 

Provincial  Grant,  in  aid  of 

schools  for  five  years. 

Year. 
1869 
1870 
1871 
1872 
1873 

Number  of  Teachers . 
do. 
do. 

do.  ^ 
do. 

110 
110 
108 
IM 
116 

Year. 
1869 
1870 
1871 
1872 
1873 

Grant. 
$150701.62 
157762.21 
159812.82 
154219.16 
148432.44 

These  figures  show  that  in  the  year  1873,  when  the  change  was 
made,  the  grant  was  S11380  less  tliUn  in  the  year  1871,  and 
S2260  less  than  in  18ti9.  It  is  a  law  in  nature  that  as  we  sow 
we  reap,  so  small  grants  will  make  small  schools. 

Ifiipedion  of  Schools, — Tlie  sdiools  demand  and  haye  received  careful 
inspection,  I  have  devoted  to  them  the  greater  part  of  my  time,  and 
yet  I  haye  not  been  able  to  orertake  them  all.    The  teachers  in  general 
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are  painstaking  and  efficient ;  good  order  and  wholeeome  progrees  I  fbimd 
prevailing  in  the  majority  of  the  schools.  Judidoua  school  inspeetkni 
is  a  powerful  educational  agency.  The  knowledge  of  weii^hts  and  mesr 
suref*  and  business  forms  is  perhaps  too  much  neglected  in  some  schools. 

Too  many  BtudieB, — In  a  few  places  I  found  precocious  little  ones,  who 
had  not  seen  a  dozen  summers,  studying  history,  granunar,  geogrqihy, 
arithmetic  and  algebra.  Some  one  has  said,  as  well  might  we  expect  a 
good  photograph  by  gliding  past  a  camen.  without  giving  time  for  a ' 
suitable  impression,  the  result  is  a  blurr,  the  type  of  the  mental  blur  io 
produced.    In  general  however,  the  schools  are  efficiently  taught. 

Teaching  a  Pt'ofession, — The  teaching  profession,  in  our  county  and 
province,  is  discharging  the  noblest  of  human  duties  and  should  be 
encouraged  by  our  peop^,  eqiuilly  with  the  liberal  professions.  The 
profession  is  ancient  and  honourable ;  according  to  the  Rabbins,  I\Mk 
Schools  existed  before  the  Deluge,  and  it  is  asserted  that  Adam  was  not 
only  the  first  man,  bat  the  first  school  master,  assisted  by  Elnoch  and  sue- 
cee<led  by  Noah.  After  the  Deluge,  Shem  established  a  public  school,  sod 
his  great-grandson,  Eber,  taught  the  patriarchs  Abralutm  and  Jacob. 

Trustees, — It  is  anotabU  fact,  that  trustees,  in  a  general  way  now,  are 
put  in  at  the  annual  meetings  without  refirence  to  thoir  fitness,  interest  (sr 
ability  to  discharge  tht-ir  duty  to  the  school ;  in  some  places  failure  snd 
closing  of  the  school  succeeds. 

Academy, — The  county  academy  has  done  well  under  the  able  manage* 
ment  of  its  accomplished  x)rmcipal,  H.  D.  McKenzie,  Esq, 

Deaths. — Two  amiable  young  teachers  have  died  since  the  close  of  the 
term,  Miss  Susie  L.  Skimming,  and  Mr.  Samuel  Angus,  we  mourn  their 
departure,  and  with  sorrow  droj)  a  tear  on  their  early  grave.  Tliere  hu 
been  unusual  mortality  among  children  this  fall,  scarlet  fever  has  swept 
the  eastern  end  of  this  county,  .some  schools  are  now  closed  on  this 
account.  Perhaps,  the  time  may  not  be  distant  when  the  Council  of  Public 
Instruction  may  require  the  Inspector  to  be  a  physician  who,  while  he 
looks  after  educational  progress,  will  apply  an  efficient  system  of  Hygiene 
and  electro-theropenties  in  the  schools.  The  Anglo-Canadian  roll,  it 
would  seem,  is  not  yet  acclimated  on  this  continent.  Searletina  and 
Mumps  decimated  the  schools  in  1872.  Next  year  small-pox  came  into 
the  county,  and  this  year,  scarlet  fever  and  diptheria,  are  filling  the  land 
with  mourning.  Private  schools  pay  attention  to  health;  our  public 
schools  foster  endemic  disease.  The  uncleanliness  of  the  ont-houses  OD 
school  groimds,  in  summer,  pollutes  the  air;  dry  earth  applicatkMUi 
should  be  included  in  the  regulations  for  trustees,  and  the  grant  withheld 
when  uncleanliness  is  allowed* 


GUMBSBLAHS    OOUKTT.  61 

Comtmsmoners.—l  most  cordially  agree  with  the  Inspector  of  Pictou^ 
thatfiye  commisaioners  should  be  aj^inted  for  each  district,  three  to  form 
a  qaoram,  and  that  they  be  paid  83  each  per  day  for  eyery  day  they  are 
employed  attending  meetings^  of  the  Board. 

Correipondence.—l  almost  daily  receive  letters  which  require  official 
answers.  During  the  last  term,  teachers,  trustees,  and  discontented  rate- 
payers faaye  kept  me  in  plenty  of  work,  I  felt  it  a  duty  to  attend  prompt- 
ly to  these  correspotidents,  tho\  in  consequence,  I  had  to  forego  some 
other-  duties.  This  department  of  official  work,  was  increased  by  the 
change  in  the  grant  Teacherg  and  Trustees  were  impatiently  asking  for 
information,  which  they  deemed  it  my  duty  to  give;  two  solid  months 
would  have  been  short  for  this  service.  I  mention  this  merely,  to  show 
how  a  change  creates  trouble.  I  did  all  I  could  to  give  satisfaction ;  in 
one  way  and  ano^er,  nearly  all  my  time  has  been  devoted  to  schools  and 
school  affairs.  Two  excellent  new  school-houses,  have  been  added  during 
the  year,  one  at  Spring  Hill  Mines,  and  the  other  at  Cross  Boads,  Parsboro. 

Bonus. — Three  Teachers  in  this  county,  have  received  each  815  of  a 
bonus.  Tou  will  excuse  me  when  I  say,  the  bonus  is  not  a  useful  part  of 
educational  machinery.  The  bonus  money  is  taken  from  the  teachers  be- 
low grade  B.  That  must  be  morally  wrong,  and  what  is  morally  wrong 
cannot  be  politically  right. 

There  was  a  young  teacher  and  I  fell  out, 

111  ten  you  what  the  quarrel  waH  about. 
He  had  a  6onti«,  and  I  had  none 

And  that  was  the  way  the  quarrel  begun. 

So  the  song  goes.  The  bonus  system  elevates  the  few,  at  the  expense  of 
the  many.  It  is  like  giving  prizes  in  school ;  it  fails  to  accomplish  the 
end  desired,  as  all  who  deserve  it  cannot  be  reached.  Tlie  bonus  is  given, 
to  a  portion  of  grade  B,  while  the  less  brilliant  teachers  of  grade  C,  with 
the  same  experience,  and  equally  deserving,  receive  nothing, — injustice  is 
done  to  the  many — this  objection  can  never  be  remedied.  Education 
should  not  be  fed  on  such  stimulants.  The  bonus  is  given  to  a  few  teach- 
ers who  possess  strong  ability,  to  keep  them  still,  while  the  grant,  of  the 
lower  grades  of  the  profession,  is  curtailed.  Teachers  receiving  a  bonus 
must  be  quiet,  and  when  a  favourable  opportunity  comes,  another  class  of 
teachers  must  have  the  bonus,  of  separate  schools.  The  bonus  system  is 
the  insertion  of  the  tliin  end  of  the  wedge — the  little  horn  has  eyes.  The 
political  maxim  is,  put  the  opposition  in  the  wrong,  and  this  bonus  in- 
yention,  puts  our  system  of  free  common  schools  in  the  wrong.  The 
popular  mind  here  is  intensified  at  the  present  moment,  with  the  clause 
of  the  North  American  Act  on  education.  The  influence  which  could  pro- 
cure the  insertion  of  such  a  proyiaion  in  the  law,  is  certainly  not  a  lion 
roaring  and  rushing  on  his  prey,  but  a  hidden  reptile  in  the  grass  ready 
to  wound  and  insert  its  poiaon  unseen,  before  crushiog  our  free  schools  in^ 
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its  coils.  The  teachers  of  this  county  will  get  a  bonus  of  045  Mod  hxn 
lost  in  lieu  of  this,  over  81000  of  the  former.goremment  grant  I  I  do  not 
blame  any  one,  I  blame  the  system.  The  true  policy  is  not  a  bonus  for  the 
few,  but  good  teachers  of  all  grades,  and  adequate  salaries  for  their 
services. 

Scripture  ZeMoiit.— The  Bible  is  very  little  taught  in  any  school  in  this 
county.  In  many  it  is  not  taught  at  all,  the  teacher  before  the  opening 
of  the  school  in  the  morning  sometimes  reading  a  few  verses,  but  in  a 
general  way  it  is  taken  for  granted  that  for  the  children  to  read  a  scrip- 
ture lesson  is  antiquated  or  superstitious  and  of  no  value.  This  is  not 
deHirable,  esx)ecially  when  we  reflect  that  the  £thonologist»  the  TAngnimt^ 
the  Geologist,  tlie  Politician,  the  Hintorian,  the  Painter,  the  Poet,  and  the 
Moralist,  all  resort  to  this  fountain  of  knowledge  and  find  that  of  which 
they  are  in  search.  Tlie  Scriptures  were  not  written  for  angels  nor  for 
the  inhabitants  of  other  worlds,  but  for  us  and  our  children. 


Schools  and  Bmlwayi, — That  it  is  as  much  the  duty  of  the  Legfislatare 
to  promote  education    as  to  give  attention  to  railways  or  agriculture  is 
now  conceded,  tho^  the  fact  seems  hardly  realised  by  our  representatives. 
The  railway  king  demanded  the  homage  of  parliament,  and  zealously  they 
bowe<l  the  knee,  and  with  on  unstinted  liberality  voted  subsidies  to  a 
coming  rail  road,  subsequently,  however,  to  make  up  for  this  profusion 
they  fall  upon  the  plan  of  fixing  and  curtailing  the  grant  for  schools. 
With  the  rail  road  we  find  no  fault,  it  is  an  educator ;  but  in  this  age  of 
strikes  evidently,  the  rail  road  does  not  foster -intelligence  like  common 
schools.    It  has  done  nothing  to  solve  the  problem  of  labor  and  capital 
which  now^  fills  the  world  with  alarm.    Public  men  in  Britain,  hHve  ob. 
served  that  strikes  are  the  result  of  great  ignorance.    Had  the  workmen 
received  such  training  in  youth  as  our  common  schools  afford,  violence 
and  foolish  strikes  in  connection  with  Trades  Unions   would  have  been 
rejected.    The  common  school  is  the  only  thing  that  can  eradicate  this 
evil.    Tlus  should  inspire  us  with  enthusiasm  in  liberally  sustaining 
education.    It  is  consummate  folly  to  rob  the  schools  for  a  locomotive,  the 
saddest  of  all  manias  to  build  a  railroad  with  the  brains  of  our  children, 
yet,  if  we  spend  the  means  for  their  education  on  a  railroad,  that  will  be 
the  result.    Tlie  grand  sphere  of  the  Legislature  is  to  guard  rights,  and  no 
right  is  more  sacred  than  education. 

Compulsory  Attendance, — In  regard  to  attendance,  I  do  not  suppose  that 
the  schools  of  this  county  are  much  better  than  others,  still,  I  anoi  not 
disposed  to  fall  in  with  the  common  cry  of  ^  Compulsory  Attendance.* 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  sheer  force  of  law  never  can  meet  the  intrinsic 
difficidties  of  the  case.  The  idea  of  *^  compulsory  attendance^  is  not  by 
any  means  new.  It  was,  perhaps,  advocated  by  some  state  Instructor  at 
the  Court  of  ths  Tyrant,  Dionysius,  and  there  picked  up  by  Plato,  at  all 
events,  it  had  gone  the  round  of  nearly  twenty-three  hundred  years,  in 
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the  old  world  l)efore  it  came  to  be  broached  in  Noya  Scotia.  Plato, 
the  infitnictor  in  the  groye  and  garden,  caUed  the  Academy  at  Athens — 
whose  genius  for  metaphysical  fiction  could  only  be  satisfied  with  ideal 
excellence— after  his  return  from  Sicily  brought  out  the  idea  of  Cotnpul' 
9cry  Attendance^  and  inserted  it  in  his  Laws*  In  the  seventh  book  he 
makes  the  Athenian  Stranger  say — ^  In  these  several  schools  let  there  be 
dwellings  for  Teachere  who  shall  be  brought  from  foreign  parts  by  payi 
and  let  them  teach  the  frequenters  of  the  schools  the  art  of  war  and  the 
art  of  music ;  and  they  shall  come  not  only  if  their  parents  please,  but  if 
they  donHpiease ;  and  if  their  education  is  neglected  there  shall  be  Cam' 
fnUiory  Education  of  all  and  sundry,  as  the  saying  is,  so  far  as  tliis  is  possi- 
ble ;  and  the  pupils  shall  be  regarded  as  belonging  to  the  State  rather 
than  their  i)arent8.^  This  Plato  who  died  a  bachelor,  a  heathen,  a  stranger 
to  the  family  tie  in  a  christian  state,  from  his  own  point  of  view  wrought 
out  the  whole  scheme  of  compuUory  attendance,  I  am  aware  Uiat  com- 
pulsory law,  where  absolutism  reigns,  as  in  Prussia,  with  the  strong  hand 
of  a  Bismarck  to  enforce  it,  will  have  the  desired  effect ;  but  in  this  Pro- 
vince where  a  liberal  constitution  is  enjoyed,  and  the  execution  of  the 
law  depends  more  on  public  opinion  tlian  on  the  despotic  vrill  of  the 
official,  such  a  law  must  become  a  dead  letter.  The  exi)eriment  was  made 
in  the.  State  of  Connecticut,  and  failed  ;  the  utility  of  such  a  law  must 
everdependon  thecircumstarces  under  which  the  experiment  is  made. 
I  cannot,  therefore,  recommend,  nor  wish  you  to  recommend  ^  Compulsory 
Attendance."  Much  harm  has  been  done  already  by  the  undue  impor- 
tance attached  to  this  measure,  as  the  friends  of  education  have  been  in- 
duced too  eagerly  to  turn  their  attention  to  that,  to  the  neglect  of  direct 
and  efficient  means  within  their  reach,  without  which  we  will  look  in 
Tain  to  legislation. 

CauH  of  Irregular  Attendance  and  Remedies, — ^The  causes  should  be 
first  studied,  as  special  local  influences  too  often  produce  the  evil,  special 
local  •  influences  should,  if  possible,  supply  the  remedy.  The  cause  of 
irregular  attendance  are,  careUss parents— poverty  €f  parents,  too  great  dis- 
tance from  the  school  house,  undesirable  or  inefficient  teachers,  storms, 
bad  roads,  &c.  The  remedy  for  indifiFerent  or  careless  parents  is,  not 
force  of  law  but  the  di£fusion  of  enlightened  views  on  the  value  of  edu- 
cation, honest  poor  parents  should  be  encouraged  by  the  friends  of  edu- 
cation in  the  section.  It  would  be  bad  policy  to  mnke  state  paupers  of 
them  even  for  education ;  every  e£fort  should  be  made  to  remedy  the  in- 
convenient location  of  school  houses.  And  last  but  not  least  inefficient 
careless  or  morose  teachers,  who  either  are  not  able  or  do  not  care  to 
make  their  schools  attractive  by  interesting  their  pupils  and  implanting 
in  them  a  desire  for  learning,  must  give  place  to  others  who  can  do  bet- 
ter. Trustees  should  bear  in  mind,  that  good  attendance  is  a  fine  ex- 
ponent of  the  tea  ch  er*  ability.  If  thefriends  of  education  in  the  lea. 
tiona  will  attend  with  energy  to  their  duties,  healthy  progress  wilj 
pErevail  ererywhere,  there  will  be  few  oomplaiirts  and  our  fair  province 
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witixmt  eompulBory  law,  will  compete  raooearfiilly,  with  older  eocm- 
tries  in  produdng  ^  educated 


jR^wt—Some  may  think  that  several  matters,  to  which  I  have 
adyerMdtfeiiTeleTant  in  a  report,  hat  the  Goondiof  Ptohlic  Inatmctibo, 
haye  not  merely  to  provide  education  for  the  children*  they' have  also' 
through  the  medium  of  pnhlliihed  reports,  to  educate  thie  people  and. 
at  the  same  time  famish  information  fnr  the  LeglBlatuie,  lience,  e!f«<y 
fact  that  will  help  forward  the  work  of  education  should  h^  hrought  as 
far  as  possible  into  the  r^;K>rt,  especially  these  sentiments  and  principles 
upon  which  the  intelligent  and  wise  conduct  of  our  schools  must 
depend. 

The  paople  should  read  and  carefully  study  the  report  of  the 
BchoolM,  and  it  should  contaiD  not  merely  pages  of  figures,  but  a 
due  amouiftt  of  obsenation,  sentiment  and  ratiocination  for  the 
benefit  of  the  people  taking  an  interest  in  education  ;  setting  forth 
the  information  in  a  clear,  readable,  aud  permanent  form,  so,  that 
public  opinion  can  be  reached  and  legislatiTe  action  taken.  In 
accordance  with  this  view  I  have  writtcfn  the  above. 

All  which  with  much  personal  esteem  is  respectfully  sub- 
mitted. 

W.  S.  DAEEAGH. 

A.  8.  Hunt. 

Superintendent  of  Education. 


HANTS  COUNTY. 


R.  R.  PHILP,  Inspector. 

SiK, — I  beg  leave  to  lav  before  you  mv  Annual  Eeport  on  the 
state  of  the  Public  Schools  in  Hants  County  for  the  year  ending 
October  31  st,  1874. 

One  new  section  was  established  in  West  Hants  to  be  known 
as  Mills  Section  No.  45  making  the  whole  number  of  sections  in 
the  County  at  the  present  time  95.  It  was  very  justly  placed  on 
the  list  of  poor  sections.   Two  sectionsi  which,  for  some  year8»  had 
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re<«ived  the  extra  grant,  Toluntarihr  became  self  reKant  and  hare 
during  the  year  sustained  first  class  teachers.  The  boundaries  cf 
Lower  Selmah  and  Shad  Creek  School  Sections  w^re  altered  by 
the  mutual  consent  of  all  interest^.  The  change  will  greatly 
benefit  the  Shad  Creek  School.  Welsford  has  noxv  a  graded 
school. 


The  number  of  departments  in  o[)eration  during  the  year 
176,  being  a  decrease  of  one  a.s  compared  with  187'J.  The  cause 
of  the  decrease  was  the  want  of  teachers.  There  m  ould  have  been 
a  larger  number  of  schools  in  operation  during  the  winter  term  if 
teachers  could  have  been  obtained.  To  supply  the  sections  in  the 
Slimmer  term  with  teachers,  permissive  licenses  had  to  be  granted 
to  four  who  were,  however,  successful  in  obtaining  a  Provincial 
License  at  the  Examination  of  Teadiers  in  July  last.  Though 
there  was  one  department  less  in  operation,  there  was  an  increase 
of  registered  pupils,  and  grand  total  days  attendance  over  1878, 
as  the  following  ficrures  will  show. 

1873.  1874.  Increase. 

Registered  Pupils 8691  8924  233 

Grand  Totals 476,96;^         487,421  10,468 

The  number  of  sections  in  which  there  \^'as  no  school  for  the 
year  was  ten,  an  increase  of  four  as  compared  with  the  preceding 
year.  Of  these  ten,  in  four  there  is  no  school-house,  vis.:  East 
Uniacke  Lakelands,  Crystal  Wave  and  Mills  the  newly  establish- 
ed section;  in  two,  viz.:  Bumcoat  and  Balnan  the  school  houses 
have  beeu  condemned  ;  two  others  have  good  school-houses,  vie.: 
Birch  Brook  and  Kenfrew,  but  there  are  not  children  enough  in 
the  sections  between  the  ages  of  5  and  15  to  sustain  a  school;  and 
the  remaining  two  in  which  there  was  no  school,  the  rate- 
payers, in  the  one  section,  were  careless,  and  in  the  other  con- 
tentious. 

The  teachers  employed,  in  respect  to  grade,  sex  and  number 
are  as  follows : 

BODE       Males.  Females.  TotaU 

Winter  Term 19     34     17       9  31  48  79 

Summer  Term 20     86     21     21  32  66  98 

No.  of  assistants — Winter  1 ;  Summer  3. 
5 
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This  shows  an  increase  of  grade  £  teachers.  But  it  must 
not  be  inferred  from  this  that  grade  E  teachers  are  in  demand 
in  the  county.  The  demand  is  for  first  class  teachers,  and  the 
third  class  are  only  employed  when  a  higher  grade  cannot  be 
obtained.  Three  at  least  of  those  classed  as  grade  JS  were 
qualified  to  take  a  first  class  license.  Their  names  were  sent 
in  for  examination  but  circumstances  prevented  their  atten- 
dance. 

Branc/te$  Tatiffht,—Iii  the  winter  term  3862  received  instructiou  in  reading 
and  in  the  summer  4638.  There  is  evidently  some  progress  made  in  this  very 
important  branch  of  school  work  but  there  is  still  room  for  imjirovement.  We 
have  too  many  reading  books  on  the  prescribed  list,  as  is  apparent  from  the 
fact  that  in  nearly  all  our  miscellaneous  schools  are  to  be  found  seven  reading 
classes.  The  result  is  that  there  is  not  a  suilicient  amount  of  time  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  teacher  for  thoroughness.  Seven  reading  clas8ef>,  as  many  spelling 
classes  with  some  attention  to  grammar,  geography,  arthmetic,  writing,  to  say 
nothing  of  history,  geometry,  &c.,  must  of  necessity  leave  but  little  time  for 
each  recitation.  Nor  is  this  the  only  evil.  Pupils  are  advanced  from  reader  to 
reader  to  make  a  show  of  progress  without  the  reality. 

<Srpf/^A^.— In  the  winter  term  3520  were  drilled  in  spelling  on  the  reading 
lesMn,  and  2L14  in  the  spelling  book  and  dictation.  In  the  summer  4312  on  the 
reading  lesson  and  2328  in  the  spelling  book  and  dictation.  The  sijelling  is  de- 
fective, especially  in  the  dictation  classes.  The  simplest  words  are  the  ones 
most  frequently  mispelled.  No  doubt  much  of  this  is  owing  tu  the  carelettHiiess 
of  the  pupil  but  the  greater  part  arises  from  the  want  of  more  attention  on  the 
part  of  the  teacher. 

The  progress  of  the  pupils  iu  arithmetic,  geography,  and 
writing,  in  nearly  all  the  schools  was  commendable.  As  gram* 
mar  is  a  more  abstract  study  than  the  other  branches  taught 
in  our  Public  Schools,  the  pupils  find  it  more  difficult  to  mas- 
ter. There  are  but  few  schools  in  which  the  children  remain 
long  enough  to  take  a  sentence  and  intelligently  analyze  it. 
Yet  it  is  taught  in  all  the  schools  and  will  have  its  influence. 

School-Houtei  and  OroundM.  -Two  new  school-houses  have  been  built  during 
the  year.  One  in  tlnion  No.  44,  and  the  otlier  in  Falmouth  Village,  No.  9. 
The  school-houses  of  New  Dublin,  and  North  Noel  Road  were  completed,  aikd 
the  school  was  continued,  in  these  sections,  for  the  iirst  time  through  the  winter 
session.  Urbania  banished  the  long  benches,  and  high  desks  from  the  school 
and  introduced  new  seats  and  desks  of  tlie  Dawson  style.  Walton,  Lower 
Selmah,  Balnan,  Shad  Creek,  and  Mills  have  voted  money  to  build  new  school- 
houses.  Over  Two  Thousand  Dollars  were  ex)>ended  in  the  improvement  of 
sehoi^l  grounds,  and  the  erection  of  ^out  builduigs.  It  is  exceedingly  desirable 
that  all  our  schools  should  be  provided  with  a  play  ground  enclosed,  and  oma- 
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mented,  and  also  have  suitable  out-buildiug8.  But  there  are  <iuite  a  number 
of  Hectiona,  that  have  either  no  play  ground,  or  what  they  have  is  un^ysn,  an^ 
exposed,  and  the  out-buildings,  if  any,  not  proiierly  cared  for. 

The  review  of  the  work  of  the  year  on  the  whole  is  highly 
gratifying.     The  liberality  manifested  to  extend  the  advantages 
-of  education  to  every  child,  and  the  cheerfulness  with  which  the 
taxes  levied  for  school  purposes  have  been  paid,  in  nearly  all  the 
sections,  deserve  honorable  mention.    .True  the  great  work  is  as 
yet  far  from  perfection,  but  the  friends  of  education  are  keeping 
the  end  steadily  in  view.     They  know  that  it  is  just  as  necessary 
to  have  the  youth  of  our  land  who  intend  making  agriculture  or 
mechanics  their  future  calling,  thoroughly  grounded   in  tlie   first 
principles  of  education  as  it  is  for  those  who  arc  designed  for  the 
law,  medicine  or  divinity.     They  are   well  aware,  that  it  is   not 
enough,  that  men  shall  bring  strong  arms,  and  willing  hands  to 
their  toil  in  the  fields,  the  shipyards,  and  the  mines,  but  that  they 
must  have  their  minds  trained  to  think,  to  compare,  to  judge   of 
causes  and   effects   so  as  to  be  enabled  to  bring  to   their  aid  all 
labor  saving  contrivances.     They  not  only  require  the  rising  gen- 
eration to  be  able  to  read,  write  and  spell,  but  they  want  their 
minds  deeply  imbued  with  the  love  of  truth,  honesty,  self-control, 
patriotism,  and  above  all  respect  for  superiors.     In  a  word,  a 
training  thai  will  make  the  rising  generation  of  our  Province  men 
and  women  in  the  hi^jhest  sense  of  the  term. 


E.  a.  PHILP. 


A.  S.  Hunt, 

Superinieiident  of  Education. 
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JAMES  LITTLE,  Inspbctob. 

Sib, — I  beg  leave  to  present  the  folio  wing  Beport  on  the  con- 
dition of  the  Public  Schools  in  the  County  oi*  Colchester  for  the 
year  1874. 

As  my  appointment  to  the  office  of  Inspector  dates  only  from 
the  1st  of  June,  1874, 1  am  not  in  a  position  to  report  very  fully 
•on  some  matters  in  connection  with  Education  in  this  County. 
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During  mj  visits  to  the  public  schools  I  have  noted  somewhat 
carefully  the  present  character  of  the  schools  as  regards  mode  of 
teaching,  order,  acquirements  of  pupils,  the  condition  of  buildings^ 
and  the  various  |)oints  nameil  in  my  instructions. 

With  regard  to  progress  1  can  say  but  little,  as  it  would  be 
about  impossible  to  do  so  with  the  knowledge  gained  from  one 
visit. 

During  the  summer  term  I  visited  very  nearly  all  the  schools 
and  school  sections  in  the  county.  Owing  to  un&vorable  cir- 
cumstances four  sections  were  un visited. 

in  my  visits  of  Inspection  I  have  adheied  to  one  plan,  namely, 
visiting  the  schools  \iithout  giving  any  previous  intimation.  I  adopts 
ed  this  mode  of  procedure  for  two  reasons:  I  could  avoid  disappoint- 
ing a  section  by  inability  to  visit  at  the  time  specified,  and  second- 
ly, a  school  could  be  seen  in  its  every-day  condition.  ■  When 
practicable,  I  have  secured  the  attendance  of  one  or  more  of  the 
trustees  at  the  schools,  or  had  a  consultation  with  them  on  school 
matters  before  leaving  the  section.  In  the  school-room  I  have 
made  it  a  point  to  examine  the  pupils  a  short  time  on  the  several 
branches  taught.  In  the  more  advanced  schools  I  have  assign- 
ed written  exercises  to  the  pupils.  Having  their  written  work  to 
examine  at  leisure,  has  enabled  me  to  form  a  more  accurate  idea 
of  th?ir  attainments. 

Sections.— There  are  at  present  112  sections  in  this  county,  being  an  in- 
creaee  of  two  since  last  year.  Tliis  increase  has  arisen  from  the  subdivi- 
sion of  Pleasant  Valley  and  Clarkville. 

>Sfc/<oo/--HbM««».— During  the  year  new  houses  have  iKjen  built  in  four 
sections,  viz. :  Burnside,  Central  Economy,  Princeport,  and  Riversdale. 
New  Buildings  are  in  course  of  erection  in  Truro  and  Masstown,  and  will, 
in  all  i)robal)ility,  be  ready  for  occupation  next  autumn.  Many  of  the 
houses  are  creditable,  and,  though  plain  in  finish,  are  comfortable,  and 
meet  the  requirements  of  the  section.  A  few  require  some  slight  repair 
which,  I  have  reason  to  btlieve,  will  be  attended  to  before  the  winter 
term  opens.  On  the  other  hand,  several  houses  are  rapidly  approaching 
the  state  of  l)eing  totally  unfit  for  school  purposes.  The  last  remark 
Applies  to  DeBert,  Forest  Glen,  DeBert  River,  Smithfield,  Slade's,  River 
John  Road,  Hingley*8  and  Henderson's.  Greenfield  and  some  of  the  newly 
formed  sections  are  without  suitable  houses  at  present,  but  the  trustees 
purpose  remed^nng  this  defect  as  soon  as  possible. 
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Ventilatian. — The  means  provided  for  yentilation  are  generally  very 
defective.  In  most  of  tlie  buildings  tlie  windows  can  be  used  for  thin 
purpose ;  but  there  are  rooms  in  which  this  imperfect  resource  is  not 
available.  The  condition  of  the  air  in  some  of  the  latter  rooms  is  almost 
intolerable,  and  tlie  visitor  who  spends  an  hour  or  two  in  them,  can,  from 
personal  ex^ierieuce,  form  a  slight  idea  of  its  effects  upon  the  inmates. 
Persons  who  keep  children  in  such  places,  day  after  day,  and  expect 
tliem  to  grow  up  healthy  and  vigorous  in  body  and  mind,  are  certainly 
cherishing  an  expectation  that  is  both  groundless  and  unreasonable.  1  n 
the  buildings  recently  erected  a  fair  amount  of  consideration  has  been 
given  to  this  matter,  but  very  few  apartments  are  absolutely  faultless. 

Out-houses.  -In  notliing  have  I  met  more  disappointment  tlian  the 
carelessness  that  obtains  in  regard  to  out-building8.  In  a  few  sections 
apartments  for  the  private  use  of  the  pupils,  have  been  erected,  some  of 
wliich  are  maintained  in  proper  repair  and  cleanliness,  while  others  are 
unsuitable  in  structure  and  are  kei)t  in  a  condition  tliat  is  not  only 
defective  but  offensive  and  forbidding.  But  in  a  majority  of  cases  affairs 
of  this  kind  are  intolerable,  as  not  a  private  shelter  of  any  kind  is  in  ex- 
istence. In  the  1 12  sections  only  aboulf  38  Iiave  out-buildings  of  any 
kind.  How  a  community  can  tolerate  such  negligence,  i8  difficult  to  un- 
derstand. 

Piay  Grounds, — Xearly  all  the  sections  have  pro\ided  spacious  play- 
grounds, but  in  few  instances  has  there  been  any  attem])t  to  improve 
them,  or  even  to  remove  the  rubbish  accumulated  during  construction  or 
repair.  A  few  houses  are  placed  at  the  roadside  and  access  to  the  rear 
of  the  buildings  is  prevented  by  the  fences.  In  such  cases  the  children  are 
compelled  to  adopt  the  public  highway  as  a  place  for  recreation. 

Schools. — Tliere  were  100  schools  in  session  last  winter,  and  116  in  the 
summer.  This  is  a  slight  increase  on  the  previous  year,  as  is  shown 
below. 

Winter.  Summer. 

106 
IKS 


1873 

1874 

94 

100 

Increase.... 

6 

10 


During  the  past  year,  no  schools  have  been  open  in  upper  Brookfield, 
Pleasant  Valley,  Kemptown,  Beaver  Meadow,  Springmont  and  Point 
Biule.  Want  of  suitable  buildings  and  indifference  of  some  of  the  rate- 
payers, appear  to  have  caused  the  above  result. 

Camb.  Road,  BeBert  River,  North  Mountain,  Beaver  Brook.  Princeport, 
fit  Andrews,  Smithfield,  Hardwood  Hill,  Folly  Monntain,  Clifton,  Union, 
Stewiacke  Road,  Waugh's  River,  Earlton  Village,  Lake  Road,  and  Ross- 
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ville,  which  were  closed  during  the  winter,  have  l)een  in  operation  this 
summer.  Bumside,  a  section  formed  quite  recently,  oi>ened  a  school, 
about  the  begining  of  the  summer  term. 

Graded  Schools  have  been  established  for  some  time  in  Truro,  G.  Village, 
Folly,  Acad.  Mines,  BrookAeld,  Tatamagouche  and  Portapique.  Stew- 
iacke  Village  has  also  a  graded  school,  a  second  department  having  been 
opened  in  May.  The  following  are  tlie  number  of  departments  in  the 
above  sections :  Truro,  9 ;  G.  Village,  3 ;  Folly,  2 ;  Acad.  Mines,  2 ;  Brook- 
field,  2 ;  Tatamagouche,  2 ;  Stewiacke,  2  ;  Fortapique,  2.  The  last 
named  section  has  liad  only  one  department  in  operation  the  past  year,  as 
the  trustees  did  not  consider  the  attendance  sufficient  for  two  teachers. 
The  correctness  of  their  opinion  may  be  inferred  when  it  is  known  that 
100  were  registered  in  that  section  during  the  summer  term.  To  place  so 
large  a  number  of  pupils  of  all  attainments  under  one  teacher,  certainly 
inclines  us  to  think  that  the  rate-payers  are  slightly  indifferent  both  to 
tiie  comfort  of  the  teacher  and  the  progre.'^s  of  their  children.  In  the 
greater  number  of  sections  m  this  county  one  department  is  qaitb  suffi- 
cient at  present ;  but  there  are  a  few  instances  in  which  a  graded  school 
has  become  a  necessity.  The  last  remarks  applies  to  Five  Islands,  Bass- 
River,  West  Onslow,  Karlton  Village  and  River  John  Road. 

Teachers,-  During  the  winter  term  100  teaclu^rs  were  employed  in  the 
coimty,  and  120  during  the  sumuier. 


IVIALE. 

FEMAI.E. 

A 

B 

C^ 

D 

4 

4 

Total. 
29 
31 

B 
0 

1 

39 
38 

D  ;     E 

24       8 

_    __        

41        9 

Total. 

Winter  Term. 

1 
1 

8 

16 
11 

71 

Smumer  Tenii. 

15 

89 

The  number  of  teachers  this  summer  has  l»een  larger  than  during  any 
previous  term,  since  firee  schools  were  established.  Comparing  the  num- 
ber of  teacliers  employed  the  post  term  with  the  averages  of  eight  pre- 
vious years,  we  find  the  following  results:  the  total  increase  in  number 
of  teachers  about  15'0();  male  teachers  have  decreased  Ki-OO;  females 
increased  30*00:  (irade  B  just  maintained  the  average;  Grade  C,  males 
has  decreased  2000  while  Grade  D,  females,  shows  an  increase  of  about 
4500.  Of  tlie  120  teachers  employed  this  summer,  only  42  had  taught 
in  the  same  section  the  previous  terui:  64  had  attended  tlie  Xornial 
School,  and  13  began  as  new  teachers.  The  following  numbers  will  ex- 
press very  nearly  the  relation  Ijetween  the  several  grades  employed  thi:* 
summer,  and  the  whole  number  of  teachers. 

Female, 

C  1.3 
D  1.3 
E1.13 


Male. 

B 

1.10 

C 

l.ll 

D 

1.30 

1.4 


3.4 
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Teaching. — I  have  been  plea.«ed  to  «»ee,  in  a  numlwr  of  ncliools,  some 
realJy  excellent  teaching.  Results  prove  conclusively,  that  we  have 
teachers,  who  thoroughly  understand  their  bufdness,  and  have  the  interests 
of  their  pupils  at  heart.  Teachers  who  understand  that  their  duty  to  the 
pupils  is  not  simply  to  ask  them  a  few  questions  from  a  text  book  held  in 
the  hand ;  but  who  pursue  a  course  that  awakens  the  thoughts  of  the 
child,  and  stirs  into  action  liis  intellectual  powers.  Tearking  it  is,  that  i^ 
leaving  its  impress,  and  fitting  the  child  for  the  active  duties  of  life. 

1  regret  to  say,  however,  that  in  a  large  number  of  schools  the 
teaching  is  decidedly  bad,  aimless  and  unproductive.  In  fact  the 
greater  part  of  the  educational  process  consists  in  an  imperfect  ex- 
amination of  the  child  on  the  assigned  lessons.  Few  or  no  new 
ideas  are  elicited  in  the  course  of  the  examination,  and  the  pupila 
leave  the  class  uith  about  the  same  ideas  that  they  have  acquired 
bv  the  study  of  the  lesson. 

If  teachers  themselves  would  thoroughly  master  the  detnils  of 
the  lessons,  and.  come  before  their  pupils  with  clear  news  of  the 
subject  to  be  taught,  they  would  soon  realize  that  a  text  book  in 
hand  was  rather  a  hindrance  than  a  help  ;  and  a  great  deal  of  that 
listlessness  so  prevalent  in  some  schools  would  disappear. 

Mingled  feelings  of  sadness  and  indignation  arise  when  we  s**e 
the  education  of  a  group  of  intelligent  children  consigned  to  per- 
sons who  have  evidently  mistaken  their  calling,  and  are,  in  few 
respects,  fitted  for  the  important  position. 

Improvement  in  the  classification  of  pupils  is  very  desirable.  Too 
manv  classes  wast-etime.  and  have  a  tendency  to  increase  idleness  and 
disorder  among  the  pupils.  In  a  few  schools  in  which  the  classifi- 
cation was  notoriously  bad,  I  found  the  tiuie  spent  by  vlasses 
changing  places  was  equal  to  fully  one  tenth  the  time  in  ^ession. 
A  good  classification,  based  chiefly  on  the  attainments  of  the  pu- 
pils, is  highly  important  to  all  concerned,  for  not  only  may  time  be 
spent  profitably,  but  a  powerful  stimulus  is  given  for  industry  on 
the  part  of  t  lie  pupils. 

In  regard  to  trained  and  untrained  teachers,  the  foruier,  as  a 
rule,  manifest  more  skUl  in  general  school  work,  but  particularly 
is  their  superiority  seen  in  classification  and  class  managment. 
True,  some  of  the  untrained,  through  natural  aptness,  are  doing 
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fair  work,  but  it  U  to  be  regretted  that  they  do  not  ETail  tbem- 
telv«B  of  the  advantages  that  would  be  gained  by  attending  the 
Normal  school. 

Reading, — In  no  branch  of  education  tauf^ht  in  our  public  schools  is 
there  more  time  spent,  than  in  hearing  reading  lessons,  and  yet  the  results 
are  most  unsatisfactory.  IVue  in  a  small  number  of  schools,  the  reading 
is  distinct  and  expressive,  and  shows,  unmistakably,  the  reader^s  oompie- 
hension  uf  the  passage ;  but  where  we  And  pupils  tliat  have  attended 
school  for  years,  and  have  passed  through  all  the  series  of  reading  books, 
unable  to  read  an  ordinary  sentence  with  anything  like  distinctness  or  ex- 
pression, we  must  conclude  that  the  system  of  teaching  has  been  a  very 
defective  one. 

As  we  have  seven  l)ooks  in  the  reading  series,  some  teachers  are  dispos- 
ed to  rush  with  undue  haste  to  the  highest,  or  No.  7,  a  book,  by  the  way, 
that  is  needed  in  very  few  schools  in  this  coimty. 

Speiltju;  receives  a  good  deal  of  attention,  but  is  confined  chiefly  to 
the  lists  given  in  the  spelling  book.  Pupils  are  not  drilled  sufficientlyon 
the  difficult  words  in  common  use ;  hence  it  is  not  uncommon  to  find  pu- 
pils, wonderfully  expert  in  spelling  words  fVom  tlie'  book,  making  most 
ludicrous  blunders  in  words  in  daily  use.  For  instance  I  have  given  the 
words,  Wednesday  J  separate,  fiil/il,  balance^  t^c,  to  a  large  number  of  the 
advanced  pupils  in  the  county,  and  find  fully  three-fourths  failed  in  spell- 
ing them. 

P(p/M?wnM^.— Little  or  no  .syet<?m  is  observed  in  teaching  this  art  Oc- 
casionally, we  hear  a  remark  made  to  the  pupils  about  position  or  pen- 
holding,  but  frequently  they  are  left  to  their  own  choice  in  those  matters, 
and  even  in  tlic  selection  of  their  copy  books. 

Teachers  who  have  not  received  much  practical  instruction  in  the 
management  of  writing  classes,  and  are,  consequently,  unable  to  take 
charge  of  one,  may  find  nmch  valuable  instruction  and  assistance  by 
studying  Payson  &  Duuton^s  Manual  of  Penmanship. 

Order  varies  from  r>ery  good  to  very  poor.     In  some  schools  it  is  of  a 
most  praiseworthy  character ;  in  others,  the  exact  reverse.    A  good  sup- 
ply of  work  to  pupils  is  a  wonderful  auxiliary  in  maintaining  good  order, 
as  unemployed  pu])ils  contribute  somewhat  largely  to  the  disorder  of  a 
*  school. 

Itegisf ration.— \lf^i;hter9  are  genomlly  correct  in  the  markings,  but  few 
are  complete  in  all  respects.  In  14  Re-risters,  I  found  the  "  Present  dur- 
ing day^  incorrect ;  tli'*  mistakes  arising  fro!U*a  misunderstanding  of  the 
explanations.  It  might  improve  matters  slightly,  if  a  few  questions  on 
BegistratioQ  were  given  to  the  candidates  at  the  annual  examination. 
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AUendtmee. — Irregularity  in  attendance  is  a  complaint  heard  in  eTery 
eection.  The  frit nds  of  education  have  long  cherished  a  hope,  that  as  the 
people  became  more  fully  alive  to  the  importance  of  regularity  in  attend- 
ance, they  would  use  every  effort  to  attain  it ;  but,  unfortunately,  during 
the  last  four  or  five  years  little  or  no  improvement  has  been  apparent* 
The  cause  for  the  repeated  absence  of  numy  pupils  seems  to  be  unknown 
to  both  trustees  and  teacher.  To  «iy  they  are  required  at  home  does  not 
account  for  it,  for  in  many  sections  having  good  teachers  and  ample  ac- 
comodation, the  number  of  children  seen  playing  about  the  roads,  out^ 
number  the  pupils  attending  the  Achool. 

During  the  summer  term,  only  21  schools  exceeded  an  average  of  60  per 
cent  on  the  registered  number ;  while  32  were  below  50  per  cent.  The 
highest  percent  is  from  Miss  Bertlia  Archibald's  school,  Truro,  being  80, 
the  lowest,  32;  is  from  Upper  Cliiganoij*.  The  largest  average  in  daily  at^ 
tendance  is  65  pupils,  Miss  Russell's,  Truro ;  the  lowest,  Upper  North 
River,  being  only  8  pupils. 

lUturru. — Some  of  the  A  Returns  are  very  faulty.  As  a  rule,  the 
teacher  prepares  this  one.  In  some  instances  a  great  deal  of  carelessifesB 
is  manifest.  Passing  over  such  matters  as  ''/e  male  sex,^  '*  County  of 
Chclche9ter"  &c.,  as  errors  of  the  hand  rather  than  of  tlie  head,  there  are 
others  of  a  more  serious  character.  For  instance  in  one  Return  having 
the  names  of  20  pupils,  an  error  of  200  in  the  "  Orand  total  days,"  was  dis- 
covered ;  in  another,  upwards  of  1000  days,  or  about  one-third  of  the 
whole  attendance.  In  each  case  the  mistake  was  against  the  interests  of 
the  section.  Many  of  the  B  Returns,  are  defective  and  very  unreliable. 
If  several  of  the  unimportant  questions,  as  size  of  house  Ac,  were  omit^ 
ted  for  2  or  3  years,  it  is  probable  more  care  would  be  given  to  the  others. 

Recent  AtnendinenU  in  Law, — Tlmt  enactment  which  emjMwers  the 
trustees,  with  tlie  sanction  of  the  Commissioners,  to  assess  the  section  for 
school  funds,  appears,  so  far,  to  meet  with  general  approval.  The  trustees 
of  one  section  availed  themselves  of  this  provision  at  the  last  meeting  of 
the  Board.  The  amendment  in  reference  to  the  Provincial  Grant  is 
very  unpopular ;  and  I  feel  sure  that  the  reduced  grant  together  with 
the  uncertainty  as  to  the  amount,  will  operate  very  unfavourably'  in  the 
County. 

In  conclusion  I  may  say,  education  is  evidtjnrly  making  pro- 
gress. This  I  know  from  my  connection  with  public  scbools  for 
A  number  of  years.  But  much  remains  to  be  done  before  the  re- 
sults arc  at  i\\\  commensurate  to  the  means  expended. 

In  the  first  place  regularity  in  attendance  must  be  secured ; 
and  as  experience  has  shown  that  the  matter  is  beyond  the  control 
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of  trustees  and  other  school  officials,  probably  nothing  short  of  a 
compulsory  measure  will  coutrol  ic.  Secondly,  good  teachsrs  must 
be  encouraged.  Many  of  our  best  teachers  are  leaving  the  busi- 
ness, feeling  that  rate-payers  generally  regard  cheapness  as  of 
more  importance  than  experience  and  professional  ability. 

Trustees  should  select  as  teachers,  persons  who  possess  not  only 
natunil  aptitude  for  the  work,  hut  have  received  the  necessary 
training  for  it.  Liberal  salaries  should  be  offered  to  the  really 
deserving,  and  t  bus  induce  teachers  to  remain  in  the  same  sectio^ 
from  year  to  year.  By  the  above  procedure  real  education  would 
become  more"  sati.sfactory  and  incompetents  would  gradually  retire. 
A  gi'eat  mistiiko  is  often  made  by  inexperienc^ed  teachers  in  un- 
dertaking large  and  difficult  schools  ;  forcibly  reminding  us  of  the 
sentiment : 

*'  Wrens  make  prey  where  eap^les  fear  to  i)erch.'' 
No  doubt  sumo  have  mer  uit.h  fair  success,  but  it  is  hazardous.  It 
would  lessen  the  risk  quite  materially,  if  they  would  serve  as  as- 
sistants to  a  good  teacher  for  a  short  time,  even  without  any 
salary.  A  practical  knowledge  of  school  management  could  thus 
be  obtained  without  assuming  any  of  the  responsibilities.  A  favour- 
able time  is  oftered  between  the  summer  examination  and  the 
opening  of  the  winter  term. 

With  reference  to  filling  up  Eeturns  and  Eegisl ration,  young 
teachers  require  some  instructions  and  experience.  It  might  prove 
beneficial,  if  blank  Returns,  containing  only  the  important  ques- 
tions, were  given  to  the  Normal  students  to  till  out  from  material 
furnished  them.  Any  errors  or  misconce])tion8  could  thus  be  cor- 
rected or  explained. 

Lastly,  the  thanks  of  the  community  are  due  to  the  Commis- 
sioners for  their  assistance  in  the  management  of  the  educational 
affairs  of  the  county.  This  labour  they  perform  without  any  pe- 
cuniary reward,  and,  although  it  is  an  age  of  philanthropy,  it 
seems  too  hard  to  ask  those  gentlemen  to  leave  their  business 
twice  a  year  and  travel  sometimes  30  miles  in  order  to  be  present 
at  the  semi-annual  meetings,  without  some  reward  for  their  trouble. 

Kespectfullv   submitted, 

JAMES   LITTLE. 
A.  S.  Hunt, 

S,'H2)enntenrhnt  of  Education. 


DIGBY    COUNTY. 


75 


DIGBY  COUNTY 


(District  of  Digby.) 


J'  HN  AMBROSE,  Inspictor. 


Sib. — The  follow iiig  is  a  synopsis  of  the  statistics  of  the  schools 
in  the  District  of  Digby  for  the  year  ending  Oct.  31st,  1874. 


Winter  Tenn... 
Summer  Term. 


No.  of  Schools. 


Pupils  enrolled. 


Av.  Attendance. 


1156.90 
1222.97 


Teachers. — Of  the  36  teachers  engaged  during  the  winter  term 
their  were  but  8  of  grade  B.  19  were  females,  of  whom  10  held 
grade  C,  the  remainder  being  of  Grades  D  and  E.  Of  the  42  em- 
ployed during  the  summer  term,  29  were  females,  11  holding  first 
class  certificates.  These  are  note  worthy  facts,  as  showing  the 
unattractiveness  of  the  teaching  profession  in  this  district,  at  pre- 
sent, to  well-qualified  teachers,  and  especially  to  males.  On^ 
manifest  course  of  this  is  the  parsimony  exhibited  at  the  annual 
meetings  in  most  of  our  sections, — the  money-votes  being  generally 
kept  small,  with  a  view  to  the  employment  of  females  of  the  lower 
grades, — especially  during  the  summer,  and  this  even  in  some  of 
our  larger  and  more  wealthy  localities.  In  this  way  male  teachers 
of  good  learning  and  ability  are  discouraged  and  are  soon  driven 
our  of  the  profession,  to  the  great  loss  of  the  public  at  large.  For 
the  sake  of  a  wretchedly  fiilse  economy,  the  schools  are  thus  sub- 
jected to  frequent  change  of  teachers,  for,  as  you  will  find  on  re- 
ference to  the  returns  of  last  summer  term,  one  half  of  the  teachers 
were  new  beginners,  and  comparatively  few  of  those  employed  dur- 
ing the  year  have  been  more  than  two  years  in  the  service. 

It  is  by  no  means  an  uncommon  occurrence  to  find  sections, 
voluntarily  shutting  up  their  schools  for  one  half  of  the  year 
generally  the  winter  term.     Sometimes,  however,  sections  willing 
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to  employ  teachers  are  unable  to  obtain  those  of  the  higher 
grades,  owing  to  the  &ct  that  there  is  no  vacation  between  the 
eummer  and  winter  terms.  For  example,  some  teachers  dissatisfied 
with  their  present  situations,  knowing  that  thi^  term  ends  on  the 
••^Oth  of  April  and  the  next  commencing  promptly  on  the  1st  of 
May,  begin  now  to  coquette  with  trustees  of  more  desirable  places, 
giving  no  warning  to  their  present  employers,  so  as  to  retain  their 
situations  in  case  the  prospective  negotiations  should  &il.  Thus 
it  frequently  happens — as  it  did  in  one  or  two  important  localities 
last  October,  that  the  teacher  suddenly  leaves  a  situation,  and  the 
trustees  are  too  late  in  the  field  to  select  another,  but  must  either 
take  some  unemployed  person  of  low  grade,  or  shut  up  the 
school.  If  a  vacation,  of  a  week  were  allowed  between  the  terms, 
at  the  end  of  April  and  October,  (the  fortnight  then  allowed  being 
taken  from  the  midsummer  vacation,)  there  would  be  an  oppor- 
tunity for  negotiations  which  does  not  now  exist.  I  frequently 
have  applications  from  well-qualified  male  teachers  residing  in 
other  counties,  but  owing  to  this  want  of  time  for  negotiation 
with  trustees,  can  never  safely  hold  out  inducements  to  such  per- 
eons. 

Apparatus. — The  returns  of  black-board  surface  give  an 
average  of  54  sq.  ft.  to  each  school.  In  the  whole  district  there  are 
11  globes,  12  clocks,  11  ball  frames,  6  dictionaries,  1  biographical 
dictionary  and  gazeteer,  31  hand-bells,  not  one  thermometer,  nor 
one  cabinet  of  objects  of  natural  history,  (with  anything  in  it,)  for 
there  is  an  empty  cabinet  in  the  Digby  Academy.  The  want  of 
such  collections  in  the  schools,  however,  is  much  to  be  regretted, 
as  objects  of  interest  in  natural  history  abound  in  this  dictrict. 
Nothing  it  more  conducive  to  habits  of  close  and  attentive  obser- 
vation than  the  formation  of  those  collections,  and  a  taste  might 
thus  be  encouraged  and  educated  among  our  more  intelligent  youth 
ioT  a  species  of  knowledge  which  at  no  distant  day  might  enridi 
themselves  and  greatly  develope  the  resources  of  the  country. 

Examinations. — ^Tou  will  observe  that  very  few  public  exami- 
nations are  recorded.  Altogether,  the  trustees  through  the  whole 
district  made  139  visits  during  the  whole  year.  The  registers 
ehow  also  a  very  small  record  of  visits  by  parents  and  others  who 
by  the  ties  of  nature  or  by  the  laws  oi  the  land  or  by  an  ordinary 
philanthropy  ought  to  be  interested  in  the  great  matter  of  education* 
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New  School-Houses, — ^Two  new  scbool-houaes  were  finished  dur- 
ing the  year,  and  three  others  are  now  in  course  of  erection.  The 
new  school-house  at  Westport  is  a  credit  to  the  section,  and  the 
people  of  that  enterprising  little  town  show  a  praiseworthy  interest 
in  the  thorough  instruction  of  their  children,  always  emplonng 
well-qualified  and  efficient  teachers,  and  providing  their  school 
with  suitable  apparatus.  An  addition  of  two  rooms  has  been 
made  to  the  Digby  Academy,  which  were  greatly  needed. 

School  Returns. — 1  have  been  at  considerable  pains  to  obtain 
greater  accuracy  in  the  school-returns.  The  A  returns,  sent  in  by 
the  teachers  were  a  decided  improvement  over  former  one^,  but 
the  B  returns  sent  by  the  trustees  at  the  end  of  the  year  are  ex- 
ceedingly inaccurate,  causing  much  delay  in  the  inspector's  tabu- 
lations. Not  more  than  one  in  eleven  or  twelve  is  found  reliable 
in  all  points.  This  inaccuracy,  I  fear,  is  owing  to  the  trustees  not 
calling  in  the  aid  of  the  teachers,  in  order  to  obtain  a  right  under- 
standing of  the  questions,  and  here  I  may  perhaps  be  permitted  to 
suggest  that  a  few  explanatory  foot-notes  might  be  added  at  the 
next  printing  of  blank  forms  of  B  returns,  in  order  the  better  to 
accommodate  them  to  the  bucolic  comprehension. 

Indians,  — The  Mic-Mac  Indians  at  Bear  Eiver  have  for  some, 
time  evinced  a  laudable  desire  to  have  their  children  educated. 
8eyeral  have  attended  the  graded  school  at  Ilillsburg,  and  now 
those  Indians  have  a  new  school  house  of  their  own  at  '*  Indian 
Hill,"  and  are  trying  to  find  a  teacher. 

Africans, — The  African  children,  under  the  care  of  Mrs.  Hurd, 
in  their  new  and  comfortable  school-house  at  the  Joggin,  are  mak- 
ing good  progress.  Their  true  African  love  of  music  finds  fUll 
scope  in  their  hymns  and  school-songs,  which  make  a  visit  to  their 
school  pleasing  and  interesting.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  i^ith 
but  two  or  three  exceptions,  our  schools  lack  that  delightful  and 
improving  recreation — vocal  music. 

The  African  Hchool  at  Weymouth  Mills,  No.  16  B.,  is  making 
good  progress  under  the  care  of  Mrs.  Morehouse. 

I  remain  your  obedient  servant. 

JOHN  AMBROSE. 

A.  S.  HUJTT. 

Superiniendetit  of  Education, 
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CAPE  BRETON  COUNH. 


A.  McKINNON,  Ixspictor. 

Sib. — I  respectfully  beg  leave  to  submit  my  second  Annual 
Beport  of  the  Public  Schools  in  the  County  of  Cape  Breton,  fop 
the  year  ended  October  Blst,  1874, 

The  abstracts  A  aud  B,  already  forwarded  you,  will  furnish  a 
correct  account  of  the  educational  condition  of  the  County. 

The  number  of  teachers  employed  in  the  County  the  past  year 
is  as  follows ! — 


Winter  Term. 

Grade  A 1 

"      B 19 

'*      C 32 

^*      D 47 


Summer  Term« 

Grade  A 1 

"     B 17 

"     C 31 

"     D 43 

"     E 15 


Sections. — ^Thereare  one  huDch'ed  and  ten  (110)  sections  and  one  hun. 
dred  and  twenty-six  (126)  departments  in  this  county.  I  am  sorry, 
through  the  scarcity  of  licensed  teachers,  aud  the  small  recompense  offered 
hy  the  sections,  to  reix)rt  that  twenty  sections  haye  liad  no  school  during 
any  portion  of  the  year.  I  fear  that  tliis  state  of  affairs  will  more  or 
less  continue  as  long  as  rat«-payers  over  sixty  are  exempted  from  any 
taxation  on  ratable  property  in  any  sum  not  exceeding  fiye  hundred 
dollars,  ($500.00.)  I  imagine  that  tliis  section  of  the  Act  is  peculiarly  detri- 
mental to  the  advancement  of  general  education  in  tliis  county,  the 
reasons  being  many— Ist,  that  I  invariably  find  in  very  many  sections, 
in  fact  1  may  say  all,  that  those  over  sixty  occupy  the  first  farms,  dwel. 
lings,  positions,  itc;  2nd,  as  a  general  rule  the  Higlilanders,  of  whom 
this  county  largely  preponderates,  rarely  convey  a  title  to  their  sons 
as  the  case  may  be,  except  in  the  case  of  extreme  old  age  or  in  iminent 
danger  of  death,  and  as  the  law  now  is  in  respect  to  those,  the  father 
is  exempted,  because  he  is  over  sixty,  and  the  son  or  sons,  because  the 
property  is  assessed  in  the  father  s  name. 
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Exempli  Gratia, — On  my  visitation  through  the  country,  I  met  with  a 
very  inferior  lo^  school-houae,  and  in  course  of  conversation  with  a 
young  man,  who  had  school  going-children,  and  who  lived  with  hit  aged 
parents,  I  alluded  to  the  miserable  condition  of  their  school-house,  that  it 
was  not  at  all  in  keeping  with  the  wealtli  of  the  section,  *^  It  is  true  said 
he,  but  the  majority  in  the  section,  are  over  sixty  and  do  not  contribute 
any  towards  the  support  of  the  school,  and  our  young  men,  have  only  to 
contribute  the  small  sum  of  a  dollar  and  cannot  afiFord  to  build  anything 
of  a  comfortable  house,^  '*  et  sic  de  similibus.** 

School  Houses, — Notwithstanding  the  aforesaid,  this  year  has  made 
rapid  progress  In  the  building  of  new  school-houses  and  the  repairing  of 
old  ones.  Five  new  ones  have  been  built  during  the  year,  in  the  follow- 
ing sections : — Louisburg,  Grand  Narrows,  Shenacadie,  Rear  of  French 
Vale,  [Sydney  Mines,  and  one  at  Beaver  Cove  and  Piper  Cove  in  course  of 
erection  which  will  be  completed  early  in  May.  If  succeeding  years  pro- 
gress in  tlio  same  ratio  as  the  two  preceding  ones,  I  will  not  be  obliged 
to  report  to  the  commissioners,  in  favor  of  condemning  the  buildings  used 
as  school-houses.  In  some  back-woods  sections,  where  the  people  a^e 
really  poor,  it  would  be  as  inhuman  as  it  would  be  impolitic  to  condemn 
their  school-houses,  although  of  a  very  low  standard,  until  mstifled  by 
circumstances  which  now  exist  not. 

Furniture. — In  respect  to  this,  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  report,  that 
considerable  improvement  has  been  made  in  the  past  year;  altliough 
many  school-houses  in  the  out-lying  districts  could  be  greatlj  improved, 
but  a  disposition,  even  in  those  remote  sections,  prevails  towards  the  pro- 
priety of  piroviding  the  school-room  with  more  suitable  furniture. 

Bookst  MapSj  Apparatus, — With  respect  to  these,  I  am  glad  that  I  am 
able  to  report  a  considerable  improvement,  imrticularly  as  to  wall  maps, 
where  the  majority  of  school-rooms  are  in  possession  of  the  Eastern  and 
Western  Hemispheres,  and  many  with  all  tlie  European  maps. 

Couyity  Acadsmy, — At  no  time  liave  the  Academy  and  all  its  depart- 
ments, been  more  efficiently  conducted  than  luder  tlie  skilful  super- 
vision of  Mr.  Cameron,  as  Head  Master,  where  not  only  all  the  English 
branches,  but  also  French  and  German  were  taught  witli  marked  success. 
There  are  many  efficient  schools  and  teachers  employed,  in  this  county, 
and  many  of  indifferent  attainment,  who,  if  individually  conmiented 
upon,  would  make  my  report  unpardonably  lengthy. 

Upon  the   whole,  not withstan ding  our  many  draw-backs,  edu- 
cation is  making  steady  progress  in  this  county. 

In  view  of  this  county  being  particularly  a  maritime  and  com- 
mercial one,  and  that  many  of  her  brave  youths  are  professionally 
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ploughing  the  deep,  I  think,  it  would  be  a  boon  incalculable  to 
have  a  nautical  school  established  in  the  to\^Ti  of  Sydney.  I  have 
every  confidence  in  those  who  represent  us  in  General  Parliament, 
within  whose  province  it  is,  will  use  all  their  energy  in  bringing 
about  what  would  be  a  lasting  benefit  not  only  to  the  county  over 
which  they  immediately  preside,  but  also  to  the  whole  Province. 

Very  respectftilly, 

A.  McKlNNON. 

A.  8.  Hunt. 

Superintendent  of  Education. 


HALIFAX  COUNTY. 


HTXKLE    CONDON,  Inspector. 

Sib, — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  consideration,  the 
following  statement  of  iaets,  obtained  during  my  second  year  of 
inspectiou. 

Buildings. — By  referring  to  the  statistical  tables,  it  will  be  seen  that 
during  the  past  year,  six  new  school-houses  havej  boenj  erected :  two 
of  which,  are  excellent  buildings.  In  addition  to  these  entirely'  new 
ones,  five,  which  have  1>een  for  some  time  in  an  unfinished  state,  are 
now  completed, 

J?/oc/j-2?o«r(i».— Many  of  these,  I  am  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  rep  art,  are 
in  such  a  state  as  to  be  altogether  iuadetpiate  to  the  wants  of  the  school. 
In  some  sections  they  are  totally  wanting;  in  others,  their  condition  i:» 
BO  bad  as  to  render  them  practically  useless.  This  state  of  things  is  the 
more  annoying  as  their  cost  is  so  small,  compared  to  many  other  items  of 
school  expenditure,  and  they  are  such  an  indispentablt  adjunct  to  any 
system  of  education. 
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8chooi$,—YovL  will  be  pleased  to  learn  that  there  has  been  quite  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  schools  in  the  summer  terra  of  1874  as  com- 
pared with  that  of  1873,  the  record  of  which  stands  thus  :— 

1873 95 

1874 107 

•  Attendance, — The  average  of  attendance  has  also  somewhat  improTed, 
but  is  still  far  below  what  it  ought  to  be,  if  we  are  ever  to  take  rank  as 
an  educated  co'mtry. 

Teachers. — Tlie  x>erpetual  changes  which  are  so  detrimental  to  our 
educational  progress  are  still  going  on  as  actively  as  ever ;  for  instance, 
in  the  Rural  District  of  Musquodoboit,  there  are  21  section?,  and  in  only 
one  of  them  is  the  same  teaclter  employed,  as  when  1  first  visited  them 
two  years  ago.  There  can  be  no  hox>e  of  improvement  in  this  re8])ect 
so  long  as  sections  are  allowed,  from  year  to  year,  to  imre  down  the 
salar}'.  It  is  now  universally  acknowledged  that  the  teaclier  makes  the 
school,  and  as  the  services  of  skilled  and  exi)erienced  teachers  cannot 
be  retained  without  adequate  compensation,  the  question  naturally 
arises — how  are  the  salaries  to  be  raised?  The  Government  grant  to 
the  teaclier  is  handsome  and  the  County  Fund  brings  up  the  salpjr}*  to  a 
point,  which  if  supplemented,  as  it  should  be,  in  a  certain  fixed  propor- 
tion by  the  s(:Ction,  would  be  an  inducement  to  i)ermanancy.  Nothing  but 
a  wise  and  liberal  policy  in  this  res])ect,  can  stay  tlie  exodus  of  good 
native  teachers,  and  attract  others  from  abroad. 

Readimj. — Reading  as  a  means  of  acquiring  information  and  of  attain- 
ing a  ready  address  must  always  be  a  matter  demanding  ver^*  great  at- 
tention. Its  importance  can  scarcely  be  over  estimated,  especially  in 
poor  and  backward  sections.  The  gulf  between  a  person  who  can  read 
intelligently  and  one  who  is  unable  to  do  so,  can  scarcely  be  bridged 
over.  And  here  let  me  introduce  to  your  notice  the  series  of  *'  Royal 
Readers,"  which  I  have  carefully  examined,  and  find  peculiarly  adapted 
to  the  wants  of  our  schools.  They  are  six  in  number  exclusive  of  the 
primer,  which  latter  is  also  published  in  card  form,  on  water-proof  paj^er 
for  class  instruction.  The  type  is  clean,  the  lessons  strictly  progressive, 
and  the  illustrations  artistic.  In  No.  2  the  meanings  of  difficult  words 
are  given  with  clearness  and  judgement,  and  concretely,  as  is  better 
for  readers  so  young.  The  exercises  for  the  slate  in  writing-script,  and 
the  selection  of  words,  for  careful  pronunciation  for  the  class,  are  ad- 
mirable. In  Nos.  3  and  4  the  same  general  plan  is  still  pursued,  the 
eUiptical  exercises  however  being  longer,  and  the  useful  knowledge  lessons 
taking  a  wider  range,  to  which  is  added  brief  outlines  of  hnglish  History 
to  the  begin:. iug  of  the  Tudor  Period.  Nos.  5  and  6  contain  special  dic- 
tation exercises  selected  from  the  Civil  Service  Examination  papers^  worda 
of  similar  and  opposite  meanings,  some  useful  spelling  rulee,  several  sets 
more  of  '*  useful  knoirledge  lessons,"^  one  on  tlie  '*  senses,^  another  on  th« 
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ntmoipherty  beaides  brief  lessons  on  '*  hbaUh^  pUmU  and  their  mms,  grmsL 
invenUimMy  a  succinct  account  of  the  Britiih  Constitution,  physical  go^ 
graphy  and  a  Biographical  Ajtpendix,  Tlie  unhackneyed  and  complete 
character  of  the  selections  is  an  agreeable  feature.  In  No.  G  the  pupil  is 
enabled  to  judge  of  the  literary  merit*  of  Scott^s  Lady  of  ths  Lake,  aa  a 
whole,  by  having  long  selections  thetefrom  connected  by  carefully  arran- 
ged paragraphs,  giving  him  the  thread  of  the  narrative,  and  any  needed 
explanations.  The  illustrations  of  the  whole  series  are  accurate  and 
ample,  and  by  means  of  notes,  all  the  readers  are  self  interpreting ;  and 
the  scholars  who  should  faithfully  go  through  the  course,  could  aearcely, 
in  fairness,  be  termed  ignorant  or  illiterate.  Allow  me  earnestly  to  re- 
comniend  the  introduction  of  these  readers  into  our  schools  at  an  early 
date. 

Visit  to  the  Public  Schools  of  Boston, — It  has  for  some  time  appeared 
to  me  highly  necessary  that  we  should  make  ourselves  more  fully  acquain- 
ted with  the  educational  jiolicy  of  other  and  more  advanced  communities 
and  as  the  Boston  Schools  rank  very  high  on  this  Continent,  they  seemed 
to  afford  the  most  promising  field  of  observation,  within  easy  reach. 
Having  therefore  obtained  leave  of  absence,  I  proceeded  in  September 
last,  to  make  a  verj'  careful  and  comprehensive  survey  of  the  schools  of 
that  city.  And  here  let  me  render  an  acknowledgement  of  the  very  great 
kindness  extended  to  me,  by  all  parties  connected  with  them,  and  the 
zealous  interest  which  they  di9i)Iayed  in  furthering  the  object  for  which  I 
went.  Special  thanks  are  due  to  the  Hon.  J.  D.  Philbrick,  L.  L.  D,, 
Superintendent  of  the  Public  Schools  of  Boston,  who  heartily  welcomed 
me,  and  with  whom  1  spent  several  hours,  listening  to  his  highly  inter- 
esting European  experiences  in  regard  of  Educational  matters,  and  re- 
ceiving from  him  many  very  v.aluable  hints  and  suggestions.  Following 
his  advice,  1  at  first  took  one  district,  and  studied  the  workings  of  the 
schools  in  it  from  the  primary'  upwards.  After  which  I  visited  several  of 
the  best  schools  of  the  city,  of  different  gi*ades,  also  tlie  Uigh  Schools  and 
the  Boston  Normal  School.  I  was  verj'  much  struck  with  the  intense 
vitality  and  earnestness  which  pervaded  their  \^hole  school  organization, 
antl  also  with  the  fact,  that  although  Boston  has  been  over  one  himdred 
years  elaborating  her  Public  School  System,  and  in  the  judgement  of  both 
European  and  American  authorities  ranks  very  high,  still  there  never 
was  so  much  activity  in  educational  matters,  never  so  earnest  a  desire  to 
weed  out  imj[>erfections,  nor  so  strong  a  determination,  iiTespective  of 
cost,  to  adopt  improved  methods  of  instruction,  and  to  bring  their  whole 
system  into  such  a  condition  as  shall  most  exactly  supply  the  intellectual 
and  industrial  necessities  of  the  people.  .  In  common  with  England,  they 
have  been  brought  to  see,  that  a  mere  literary  and  general/*ourse  of  study 
does  not  meet  their  wants,  but  that  to  this  must  be  added  technical 
and  scientific  education.  They  have  found  out  that  since  the  establish- 
ment of  Railroads  and  Telegraphs  the  artisan  in  the  remotest  frontier 
village,  has  to  compete,  not  only    with  his   own  countrymen,  but  alio 
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with  the  world ;  and  that  to  enter  the  list*  with  any  hope  of  iucceee  h^ 
must  receive  a   liberal    art  training  and   tliat    this,  bepnning  in  the 
Primary  Schools,  must  be  carried  on  as  an  integral  i>Art  of  his  curriculum. 
Having  therefore  wisely  decided  to  make  the  best  of  the  new  order  of 
things,  they  proceeded  to  secure,  according  to  an  eminent  art  critic  •*  the 
best  importation  tlutt  Massachusetts  ever  made;"  this  was  none  other  than 
Professor  Walter  Smith,  an  Art  Master  of  South    Kensington,   Lom^on. 
They  at  once  appointed  him  Art  Director  for  the  state,  and  gave  him  full 
authority  to  organize  an  extended  system  and  to  prepare  a  full  set  of 
Text-books,  I»rimary,  Intermetliate,  Grammar  and  High  School,  suited  for 
American  use.    He  is  a  man  of  great  force  and  originality,  and  although 
he  \\tLB  only  had  charge  for  about  tliree  years,  the  results  are  delightful 
And  surprising.    He  proceeds  upon  the  assumption  tliat  every  one  who 
can  learn  to  write  can  learn  to  draw,  that  to  command  success  it  must  be 
engrafted  into  our  Common  Scliool  System,  be  taught  by  the  regular 
teachers,  and  that,  from  the  very  first,  it  must  be  looked  upon  as  a  method 
of  expressing  ideas,  which  have  already  a  lodgement  in  the  pupil's  mind* 
and  not  as  merp  copying,  however  excellent.     Professor  Smith  most  cour- 
teously, gave  me  every  possible  facility,  so  that  1  was  enabled  to  study 
his  system,  in  everj'  grade,  from  the  Primary  School,  where  little  chil- 
dren were  drawing  intelligently  on  their  slatos,  the  diflferent  geometrical 
forms,  which  were  becoming  as  familiar  to  them  as  their  alphabet,  up 
to  the  Art  Normal  School,  where  advanced  classes  were  studying  shading* 
painting,  drawing  from  nature,  designing  in  colors,  and  applied  designs. 
At  every  step,  the  learner  is  shown  how    practical  and  intimate  is  tli« 
relation    between  drawing  and  design,   and    the    in<lu8trial  pursuits  o^ 
every  day  life.      In    fact,  its  ])ractical  benefit   is  so  well  demonstrated 
that  any  intelligent  mechanic   sees  at  once,  that  if  dij»i>osed,  he    may 
liecome  a  good  draughtsman  and  derive  so  many  advant^iges  from  it 
in  his  daily  business,  tluit  it  can  no  longer  be  regarded  as  an  accomplish* 
ment  fit  only  for  the  aftiuent  and  disengaged. 

Feeling  that  the  same  urgent  necessity  exists  in  this  Province, 
for  a  liberal  and  artistic  training,  an  account  of  our  educational 
status  was  submitted  to  Professor  Smith,  who  assured  me  that 
there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  puttiug  the  same  system  into 
operation  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  that  he  should  be  most  happy,  at 
any  time,  to  aid  us  with  his  counsel,  and  give  us  the  results  of  his 
experience.  I  have  felt  it  incumbent  in  me,  to  make  a  somewhat 
lengthened  report  of  my  visit  to  the  schools  of  Boston  in  as  much 
A8  the  time  spent  was  occupied  otherwise  than  in  my  ordinary 
routine  of  duty.  Since  my  return,  in  all  the  schools  that  I  have 
visited,  1  have  taken  great  pains  to  put  before  the  teachers  every- 
thing of  interest  connected  with  their  management  which  I 
thought  might  prove  serviceable  to  them.  Allow  me  in  conclusion 
lignin  to  thank  you  very  sincerely  for  your  uniform  kindness  and 
consideration.  Hespectfnlly, 

Key.  a.  S.  Hunt,  A.  M.,  HINKLE  CONDON. 

SuperinUndent  of  Education, 
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RICHMOND  COUNTY. 


R.  BENOIT,  Inspector. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  infonnatiou  mj 
Annual  Koport  cf  the  Public  Schools  of  the  County  of  Bichinond 
for  the  year  1874. 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  have  to  report  that  some  progress  has 
been  made  during  the  year,  and  that  the  school  aftairs  of  this 
county  are  generally  in  a  fair  condition  of  prosperity. 

,  The  county  is  now  mapped  out  into  G4  sections,  3  new  sections^ 
having  been  erected  this  year.  One  was  established  at  Loch 
Lomond  at  the  May  meeting  of  the  Commissioners,  and  at  the 
November  meeting  two  others  were  formed  by  the  division  of  Black 
Biver  and  Gut  of  Canso  sections.  These  were  long  and  sparsely 
settled  ;  children  living  in  the  remote  parts  of  which,  either  did  not 
attend  school  at  all  or  attended  only  a  very  short  time  in  the  sum- 
mer season ;  but  the  commissioners  divided  these  sections  not  so 
much  because  of  this  fact,  as  on  account  of  sectional  difficulties, 
from  which  resulted  dissatisfaction  and  contention  among  the 
rate-payers,  and  which  became  serious  impediments  to  the  proper 
support  and  working  of  the  schools. 

A  new  building  was  completed  in  Port  Eoyal  section  this  year^ 
and  four  are  now  in  course  of  erection  in  other  sections,  two  of 
which  will  be  completed  in  May  next.  The  house  erected  in  Port 
Koyal,  which  is  large  enough  for  two  class-rooms  is  commodious, 
and  when  properly  seated  shall  afford  more  than  sufficient  accom- 
modation for  all  the  children  in  the  section.  It  reflects  much 
credit  on  the  rate-  payers  who,  let  it  be  said  to  their  praise,  have 
always  taken  a  deep  int.erest  in  education  under  the  most  trjring 
circumstances. 

There  were  schools  in  operation  in  47  sections  during  the  win- 
ter, and  in  55  duriog  the  summer  term,  14  sections  being  without 
schools  the  former  term,  6  the  latter,  and  5  having  no  school  dor* 
ing  any  portion  of  the  year. 
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The  number  of  sehoolfl  and  departments  in  session  eacb  term, 
1)he  number  of  pupils  registered,  aud  grand  total  days  attezidance, 
made  will  be  found  in  the  subjoined  table  standing  in  comparison 
-with  the  same  figures  for  1878. 


No.  Schools 
in  operation. 

No.    Pupils 
rejpstered. 

Grand  Total 
(lays  attendance. 

Winter. 

Summer. 

Winter. 

Summer. 

Winter. 

Summer. 

1874 

1873 

56 
55 

63 

61 

2468 
2312 

2»37 

1896 

149856 
136540 

168099 
171742 

Increase.. 

1 

2 

156 

41 

13316 

Dec.  3643 

The  small  decrease  in  the  total  days  attendance  of  the  summer 
term  1874  compared  ^vith  the  corresponding  term  of  thfj 
previous  year  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  the  schools  were  id 
session  a  less  number  of  days  during  the  former  than  the  latter 
term. 

The  number,  grade,  and  sex  of  teachers  employed  during  the 
year  are  as  follows : 


A.    B.     C.    D.     E.     Male.       Female.      Total. 

Winter  Term.... 1     10     21     10     14       20  27  56 

Summer  Term ..  1     14     19       9     20        31  32  63 


Although  the  above  statements  and  figures  give  evidence  of  a 
constant  advance  in  the  march  of  progress,  I  have  still,  as  m  for- 
mer reports,  much  to  complain  of  on  the  score  of  irregular  atten- 
dance, insufficiency  of  proper  accommodation  and  apparatus,  and 
the  want  of  efficient  support.  It  is  undeniable,  however,  that  our 
educational  affiiirs  aro  generally  improving.  Slowly  and  gradually 
the  importance  of  imparting  a  good  common  school  education  to 
the  youth  ot  the  country  is  awakened  in,  and  impressed  upon,  the 
public  mind,  and  very  few  indeed  are  now  to  be  found  who  \iill 
not  admit  its  necessity.  This  feet,  in  itself,  may  be  justly  con- 
sidered a  great  progress  and  one  full  of  hopes  for  the  future  ;  for 
once  the  importance  and  necessity  of  education  is  generally  admit- 
ted, the  means  required  to  procure  it  will  surely  be  supplied.  A 
gratifying  result  of  this  conviction  is  apparent  everywhere.  The 
demand  for  competent  teachen*  by  Boards  of  Trustees  is  becoming 


SDVCATIOV — artPlCTOAS     BSFOBT8. 


86 

more  and  more  general;  unfortunately  the  supply  is  not  equal  to 
the  demand.  The  remedy  is  liberal  salaries,  and  if  it  be  applied 
the  supply  will  not  be  wanting.  It  is  the  duty  of  trustees  to  see 
to  this  Tery  important  matter,  as  they  are  now  vested  with  suf" 
ficient  authority  to  secure  the  means  of  paying  such  salaries  as 
will  induce  efficient  teachera  to  enter  and  remain  in  the  service. 

Trustees  of  country  sections,  as  well  as  teachers  employed  in 
such,  univerwUy  complain  of  the  time  now  fixed  by  law  for  the 
summer  vacation  as  being  very  injurious  to  the  attendance  at 
school.  They  advance  this  reason,  that  country  people  can  send 
their  children  to  school  more  regularly  in  mid- summer  than  in 
any  other  seasou,  and  that  if  the  time  of  giving  the  vacation  wag 
lefb  to  the  option  of  trustees  as  formerly,  a  larger  attendance  would 
be  made.  lu  agricultural  sections  children  are  much  kept  at 
home  in  the  first  part  of  May,  it  being  planting  time,  and  also  in 
the  latter  part  of  August,  it  being  hay-making  time  generally,  at 
least  in  Cape  Breton.  Heretofore  trustees  divided  the  vacation 
into  two  parts,  giving  a  fortnight  in  May  and  a  fortnight  in 
August  according  as  it  suited  the  wants  of  the  section,  thus  secur- 
ing a  larger  average  attendance  for  the  term.  However  it  cannot 
be  denied  but  that  as  far  as  the  comfort  and  health  of  both  teach- 
ers and  pupils  are  concerned,  the  time  fixed  by  law  for  the  sum- 
mer vacation  is  the  proper  one,  besides  securing  uniformity  in  every 
county  in  the  Province  in  that  respect. 

In  concluding  this  report  I  cannot  help  taking  the  liberty  of 
attending  to  a  matter  which  is  of  vital  importance  to  the  supply 
of  good  teachers  and,  in  consequence,  to  the  future  progress  and 
standard  of  common  school  education  in  this  Province.  I  mean 
the  present  mode  of  paying  the  Government  Grant.  The  results 
in  this  countv  have  not  at  all  been  favorable  to  our  teachera  th^ 
past  year,  their  grant  both  terms  being  much  less  than  their  for" 
mer  pay.  In  a  few  counties  I  observe  that  teachers  were  a  littl® 
better  paid  than  when  the  grant  to  each  teacher  was  fixed,  but  thia> 
evidently  cannot  be  of  any  duration.  It  is  the  general  opinion,  in 
which  I  concur,  that  the  limiting  of  the  amount  from  the  Pro. 
vincial  Treasury  for  the  support  of  common  schools  was  a  mistake^ 
for  it  is  evident  that  in  proportion  as  the  number  of  schools-  in 
operation  and  the  number  of  teachen  of  the  higher  grades  em- 
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plojed  will  increase,  the  grant  paid  to  each  teacher  will  decreaia^ 
^n  the  same  ratio.  If  education  is  to  flourish  in  our  midst,  it*  the 
dissemination  of  knowledge  is  to  be  diffused  more  and  more  amonf^ 
us,  and  there  is  scarcely  any  doubt  but  it  will,  it  will  be  found 
necessary  to  repeal  this  enactment  shortly ;  otherwise  an  incal« 
culable  mischief  will  be  done  to  the  cau(e  of  education,  as 
there  is  no  manner  of  doubt  but  it  will  have  the  effect  of  driTing' 
our  best  teachers  away  from  the  profession. 

The  granting  of  a  bonus  to  Grade  B  teachers  of  five  years  ex- 
perience is  certainly  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  and  a  fit  com- 
plemt^nt  to  it  would  be  a  pension  to  old  teachers  forced  by  physical 
inability  to  retire  from  the  service.  Such  men  may  truly  be  said 
to  deserve  well  of  their  country. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours  respectfully, 

R.  BENOIT. 
Rkv.  a.  S.  nuifT,  A.  M. 

Superintendent  of  Educatioti, 


mVERHESS  COUNTY. 


J.    Y.    GUNN,    IKSPECTOB. 

Sib, — Following  I  beg  to  submit  a  summary  of  County  Educa- 
tional Statistics  already  placed  at  your  disposal,  "  in  txtemo  " 
thro'  the  A  and  B  abstracts,  notes  of  inspection  and  supplement 
tary  tables,  combined  with  a  few  brief  statements  shewing  pre- 
sent educational  condition,  progress  made  during  the  year  just 
closed,  and  prospects  for  the  future. 

During  the  past  year,  at  the  regular  semi-annnal  meeting  of 
Commissioners  for  both  district  and  county,  a  few  changes  were- 
introduced  into  the  sectional  catalogues. 

At  the  May  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  bouth  Board,  Church 
Section,  No.  48  j,  was  formed  by  the  union  of  portions  of  school 
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sections  Nos.  47  and  40  ;  and  at  the  November  meeting,  a  sub- 
division of  school  section  No.  7  was  effected,  the  near  settlement 
to  form  a  new  and  distinct  section,  and  to  be  known  by  the  name 
of  Mill  Section,  No.  76. 

At  the  same  meeting  the  Mic-Mac  encampment  in  the  '^  Forest 
Primeval/'  at  the  head  of  Whycocomagh  Bay,  was  constituted  a 
school  section. 

At  the  May  meeting  of  the  North  Board,  Grantosh  section  was 
subdivided,  resulting  in  the  creation  of  an  additional  section  ^*in 
the  far  north,''  No.  1^  Pleasant  Bay  ;  and  at  the  November  meet- 
ing the  near  portions  were  detached^rora  Hamilton  and  Outlet 
sections,  and  constituted  into  school  section  No.  43,  Glenmoro. 
Inclusive  of  recent  additions  and  subdivisions,  the  whole  county 
now  comprises  128  school  s?ctions,  83  in  the  south  district  and  45 
in  the  north. 

Numerically  the  list  of  sections  entitled  to  "special  aid'*  remains 
unchanged,  one  section,  No.  60,  has  been  removed,  and  another. 
No.  13,  South  West  Bridge,  has  been  added.  Two  sections. 
Cape  Rouge  and  West  Margaree,  established  svnchronously  with 
the  dawn  of  operations  under  the  existing  school  act,  remain  still 
unprovided  with  school  accommodation  of  any  kind.  In  the 
former,  thro'  the  philanthropic  encouragement,  pecuniary  and 
otherwise,  of  a  prominent  nnd  indefatigable  educationist  in  the 
district,  the  necessary  means  are  being  taken  for  the  erection  of 
suitable  school  buildings.  In  the  latter  a  temporary  building  has 
been  improvised.  During  the  last  decade  104  new  school  buildings 
have  been  erected  in  the  county.  During  the  year  just  closed, 
at  an  aggregate  expense  of  over  four  thousand  dollars,  elegant  and 
commodious  school-houses  have  been  erected  at  Little  Kiver, 
Plateau  and  Le  Blanc  sections.  Great  cradit  is  due  the  enter- 
prising rate-payers  of  these  sections  for  the  public  spirit  they 
have  evinced  in  voluntarily  and  unanimously  assessing  themselves 
to  the  extent  of  seven  ti.ousand  dollar.^  for  the  purpose  of  erectinc: 
school  buildings  which  reflect  credit  Jior.  only  on  the  district  of 
Cheticamp,  but  upon  the  whole  county.  The  estimate  value  of 
all  the  school  properry  in  the  county,  inclusive  of  land  attached, 
is  S28,840  ;  and  at  the  last  annual  meeting  the  sum  of  S2,530  was 
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voted  for  bnUding  purooses.  Ten  school-houses  are  provided 
with  class-rooms ;  42  are  furnished  externally  and  internally ; 
26  externally  and  partly  so  internally,  and  34  internally  alone. 
Accommodation  for  all  shades,  superior,  inferior  and  poor,  is  pro- 
vided for  over  6,000  pupils. 

Ihtmiture  and  Apparatus.— In  these  departments  there  is  little  to  call 
for  any  special  notice.  With  a  few  exceptions  Dawson  desks  and 
desks  of  home  manufacture  are  exclusively  used.  In  several  sections 
imported  desks  and  chairs  have  been  provided.  The  academy  grant, 
which  has  always  been  apportioned  by  the  Commissioners  to  aid  un- 
wealthy  sections  in  the  supply  of  furniture,  apparatus,  and  books,  has 
been  productive,  in  man}'  instances,  of  much  benefit.  Any  quantity  of 
black  surface,  a  respectable  show  of  maps  ^generally  the  hemispheres 
and  Xova  Scotia, )  a  few  globes  and  a  few  ball-frames  and  hand-bells, 
may  be  said  to  comprise  the  bum  total  of  our  public  school  apparatus. 
According  to  the  county  assessment  roll  there  are  2896  rate-payers  in  the 
county,  representing  property  liable  to  assc  ssment  for  school  purposes 
amounting  in  tlie  aggregate  to  S  1,536,803. 

Income  arid  Expenditure. — Funds  at  the  disposal  of  trustees  for  the 
past  year  were  obtained  from  the  following  sources : — Balance  from  pre- 
vious year,  S123;  sectional  assesst-ssment,  810,638;  county  fund,  $7025 ; 
other  sources,  S504.— Total,  318,190.  The  public  school  expenditure 
for  the  same  period  embraced  debts  from  previous  years  paid  ofif,  S319 ; 
teachers  and  assistants  salaries,  810,808 ;  repairs  of  school  buildings,  8648 ; 
building  new  school-houses,  $1901 ;  school  furniture,  maps  and  apparatus, 
8530;  fuel,  81,283;  insurance  and  commission,  8250;  balance  in  hand 
intended  principally  for  finishing  and  furnishing  puri)Oses,  82301. 

School  Attendance. — Between  the  ages  of  5  and  15  there  are  5322  pupils 
in  the  county;  6329  different  pupils  attended  school  during  some  portion 
of  the  year  ;  479  male  and  427  females  were  registered  during  the  winter 
term  who  did  not  attend  at  all  during  the  summer  term.  On  the  other 
hand  large  numbers  of  both  sexes  attend  during  the  summer  term  whose 
names  were  not  enrolled  during  the  winter  term.  The  summer  absentees 
were  for  the  most  part  over  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  their  services  were 
generally  required  to  attend  to  sundry  home  Industrie?.  The  total 
attendance  of  pupils  during  the  summer  term  was  several  hundreds  in 
ezcesM  of  the  winter  enrollment— the  numbers  being  5316  (2788  boys  and 
2428  girls)  for  the  former  and  4" 09  (2589  boys  and  19S()  girls)  for  the 
latter.  Ovt-r  the  corresponding  term  of  the  previous  year  there  has  been 
an  excess  in  registration  of  64  pupils  for  the  winter,  ar.d  2^0  for  the  sum- 
mer term,  t!io  latter  being  a  higher  ratio  of  increase  in  attendance  than 
has  been  reported  on  any  previous  occasion. 
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Ajunge  dkilj  ftttenduice  of  pupiU  at  ictioot*  tor  tbc  whole  countr, 
winter  term,  3iTB ;  lumiiitr  term,  2530.  Grand  total  day**  attendance 
made  kf  all  the  pupils,  winter  term,  303,100 ;  Bumiuer  b-rai,  SS7,SS7' 
Total  authoriied  teacbini;,  day's  tchool*  were  in  leMion,  winter  terai, 
taacbera,  12,681;  auietants,  Ml.  Summer  term,  teacher*,  1S,87S; 
773. 


It  affords  me  pleasur*  to  report  a  lai^r  number  of  teacbera  ftod 
kMietAUta  employed  during  the  past  icbool  year  than  during  anjr 
pnriouB  ptiriod  of  our  educational  history.  For  coDTenience  of 
reference,  I  beg  to  •ubjoin,  in  tabular  form,  thn  number,  grade  and 
MX  of  teachera  and  assbtants  employed  in  oocb  district  of  the 
County  duriog  the  winter  and  summer  term«. 


N.  Invcmsa 
S.  iDTcmen 


Mal«. 

U  CD 


II  14:1( 

|2o am  fj  ^13 


?~\  a 
el  41 
1?!  77 
aal  lis 


Comparing  the  numerical  strength  of  each  grade  in  the  aboTe 
with  that  of  the  corresponding  tflrms  of  the  previous  year,  it  will 
be  observed  that  during  the  past  winter  term  there  has  been  an 
increase  of  five  teachers  of  the  second  class  males,  and  six  of  the 
third  females ;  and  a  decrease  of  one  of  ibe  first  and  seven  of  the 
third  males,  and  three  of  the  second  class  femalus. 

Over  tliat  of  the  summer  of  1873,  the  summer  corps  of  1874 
exhibits  an  increase  of  eleven  teachers  of  Grade  C,  and  a  decrease 
of  six  t«achera  of  Grade  D,  and  eight  of  Grade  B,  while  of 
females  of  the  second  and  third  classes  there  has  been  an  iocreaw 
of  three  of  the  former  and  eight  of  the  latt«r. 

It  may  be  stated  as  a  somewhat  curious  coincidence  that  daring 
the  last  two  years,  comprising  four  consecutive  school  lerms,  no 
numerical  change  has  taken  place  in  the  catalogue  of  first  claai 
females.  Some  may  come  and  some  may  go,  but  the  mtmhtr  of 
first  class  ladies  bids  fair  to  continue  tbe  same  for  ever. 
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Tin  following  statement  etUbite  at  &  gknre  the  number,  clan 
and  MX  of  teachers  aod  SMiitauta  emplojed  in  the  northern  and 
■outhem  diitricta  of  the  County  during  the  achool  jr^r : — 
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For  the  scbool  jt»T  just  closed  it  will  be  observed  that  then 
has  been  an  increase  of  eight  toacbers  and  eight  assislants  over  the 
jear  ended  31st  Oct^  1873. 

A  recapitulation  of  tbe  leading  data  submitted  gives : 

(a.)  .An  addition  to  the  Countj  se<;^nal  catalogue  of  fin 
distinct  ichool  sections. 

(h.)  A  large  iuLfease  in  the  expenditura  for  building  purposes; 
and  also  in  the  vote  for  the  same  purpose  at  the  last  annual 


(e.)  An  excess  of  eight  teacliers  and  eight  licensed  asaistanta 
over  the  numbers  employed  during  the  previous  year. 

And  (d.)  A  shade  of  increase  in  the  percentage  of  annual 
school  attendance. 

Is^it  not  possible  somewhat  to  simplify  the  B  Betumi  ?  Tre- 
quentlj  these  documents,  as  filled  in  by  some  boards  of  trustees, 
are  a  jungle  of  contradictions  and  absurdities. 

Hany  sections  iail  to  comply  with  the  welt  established  rule  "  to 
•apply  school  inspectors  with  a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  their  an- 
nual meeting.''  In  such  cases  how  are  these  officials  to  determine 
whether  the  proceedings  of  such  meetings  are  in  consonance  with 
kw,  or  to  testify  as  to  the  leplity  of  tnistees  in  the  public  courts. 
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Some  means  Bhould  therefore  be  devised  to  obtain  reliable  records 
of  the  annual  meetings.  An  additional  table  coald  be  inserted  in 
the  B  blanks,  ^ith  queries,  as  follows  : — 

(1.)  Name  of  section. 

(2.)  Day  and  place  of  meeting. 

(3.^  Was  meeting  legally  advertized  ? 

(4.)  Number  of  ratepayers  presents 

(5.^  Names  of  Chairman  and  Secretary. 

(6.)  Name  of  trustee  appointed  to  fill  annual  vacancy. 

(7.)  Amount  voted,  and  for  what  purpose. 

Afler  maturely  considering  the  subject  in  all  its  phases,  aided 
by  consultations  with  some  of  the  leading  educationists  in  the 
County,  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  present  system  of 
distributing  the  provincial  allowance  is  not  calculated  to  advance 
the  cause  of  education. 

In  this  County,  owing  to  the  increase  in  the  number  of  teachers 
and  assistants  employed  during  the  past  year,  each  individuals 
share  of  the  gross  government  grant  has  been  considerably  reduced; 
and  in  the  event  of  the  professional  staff  being  still  more  largely 
recruited  in  the  future  than  in  the  past,  a  corresponding  pecuniary 
reduction  is  dreaded.  True  it  is  that  teachers  entitled  to  the 
Bonus  receive  a  somewhat  larger  allowance  than  they  would  be 
entitled  to  under  the  unamended  law.  But  when  it  is  remembered 
that  teachers  so  favored  are  few  in  number,  and  that  experience  is 
not  always  an  infallible  test  of  scholarship,  skill  and  devotedness, 
it  will  be  admitted  that  the  resum])tion  of  a  system  of  fixed  pay- 
ments is  a  "  consummation  devoutlv  to  be  wished  for.'' 

Inadequate  remuneration  is  depriving  the  profession  of  its 
brightest  members.  That  the  services  of  .superior  teachers  have 
sometimes  been  obtained  at  ridiculously  low  salaries  is  a  paradox 
of  the  past.  Apart  from  the  main  question,  a  mephitic  atmos- 
phere, enervating  labor  and  various  petty  annoyances,  are  calcu- 
lated, in  themselves,  to  cause  teachers  to  be  on  the  *'  qui  vive"  to 
take  advantage  of  any  fortuitous  circumstance  which  may  eman- 
cipate them  trom  a  service  irksome,  laborious  and  non-lucrative. 
It  is  therefore  time  for  the  public  ^o  understand  that  scholarship, 
energy  and  aptness  cannot  now  be  secured  without  a  decent 
pecuniary  equivalent. 
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In  order  to  elevate  the  status  of  teachers,  and  to  give  a  perma- 
nent character  to  the  profession,  I  should  propose — 

(1.)  That  largely  to  obviate  the  necessity  for  local  sectional 
assessment,  the  j^tr  capita  County  tax  be  raised  to  forty  cents. 

(2.)  That  teachers'  allowances  from  the  Provincial  and  County 
treasuries  should  depend  upon  Inspectors'  reports  and  official 
records.  Schools  reported  "superior,"  to  be  paid  in  the  proportion 
of  "  six  ";  **  very  good,"  **  five '';  "good,"  "  four  ";  to  be  a  Jijced 
sum^  amount  to  each  grade  to  be  the  same  allowed  previous  to  the 
late  amendment  to  the  School  Act;  "fair,"  *' three";  "bad," 
"  two  ";  "  very  bad,"  "  one."  The  provincial  grant  to  be  appro- 
priated according  to  scholarship  and  professional  skill ;  and  the 
County  fund  to  depend  upon  school  accommodation,  furniture, 
apparatus,  books,  &c. 

And  (3.)  That  in  Counties  not  having  academies,  teachers  of 
superior  schools  in  which  the  ancient  classics  and  French  are 
taught  should  receive  fifty  dollars  per  term,  in  addition  to  their 
regular  allotment  from  the  provincial  treasury. 

Are  Commissioners'  services  ever  to  be  rf^muuerated  ?  Is  it 
just  that  gentlemen  should  sufier  in  time  and  pocket,  ond  receive, 
too  ofleu,  '*  tiddlers'  pay"  in  return.  If  it  be  objected  that  re- 
muneration to  such  a  numerous  body  would  involve  a  heavy  tax 
on  the  public  funds,  cannot  the  number  be  reduced,  say  to  one 
Commissioner  for  each  polling  district,  to  whom  a  general  super- 
vision of  all  the  schools  in  his  district  should  be  entrusted.  The 
payment  ot  three  dollars  per  diem  to  each  Commissioner  of  a 
quorum  would  amount  to  only  thirty  dollars  a  year,  a  trifiing  sum 
to  balance  the  trouble  and  annoyance  to  which  every  Board  ot 
Commissioners  is  more  or  less  subjected. 

Here  it  becomes  my  melancholy  duty  to  record  the  demise  of 
Dr.  Jas.  McNeill,  whose  services  as  deputy  examiner  and  School 
Commissioner  for  North  Inverness  are  well  known  to  every  friend 
of  education  in  the  district.  Although  comparatively  young  in 
years,  his  long  experience  as  a  school  teacher,  and  thorough  know- 
ledge of  the  wants  and  capabilities  of  almost  every  section  in  the 
northern  district,  combined  to  render  his  views  on  educational 
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queetioDB  ripe  vnd  sound,  while  his  gentlemanly  deportment  and 
unostentatious  demeanor  inspired  the  regard  and  respect  of  every 
member  of  the  Board. 


To  commissioners,  teachers  and  other  kind  friends,  professional 
and  otherwise,  I  beg  to  tender  my  sincere  thanks  for  mental  and 
physical  good  cheer  extended  to  me  at  all  times  and  seasons. 

In  conclusion  allow  me  gratefully  to  acknowledge  my  sense  of 
the  marked  kindness  and  cousideration  with  which  you  have 
uniformly  tieated  me  during  our  entire  official  intercourse. 

Very  Eespectfnlly, 

JNO.  Y.  GUNN. 
Rbt.  a.  S.  Hunt,  A.  M., 

Superintendent  of  EduMtion, 


APPENDIX    B. 


BJEPOET  OF  THE  PEO VINCI AL  NOEMIL  SCHOOL. 


FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  OCTOBER  3l8T,  1874. 


J.  B.  CALKIN,  Principal. 

Snt, — The  following  Eeport  of  the  Normal  School  is  respect- 
fully submitted. 

The  alteudauce  at  the  Normal  School  during  the  past  session 
was  much  larger  than  usual.  The  total  number  of  students  en- 
rolled was  one  hundred  ami  eit/JUeen — ninety-two  ladies  and  twenty- 
six  gentlemau.  The  proportion  of  female  students  has  been  for 
several  years  gradually  increasing.  In  noticing  this  fact,  I  am 
happy  to  be  able  to  add,  that  the  average  ability  and  scholarship 
of  our  students  of  this  sex  are  of  a  higher  order  than  formerly. 
Several  of  our  young  ladies  have,  at  recent  examinations,  com« 
peted  successfully  for  the  "  B*'  license,  and  I  have  the  fullest  con- 
fidence in  their  power  to  sustain,  iu  the  school-room,  the  charac- 
ter of  their  grade.  I  may  be  permitted  to  say  further,  that  I 
trust  the  time  is  not  distant,  when  the  capability  of  the  teacher 
ana  the  quality  of  the  service  performed,  irrespective  of  sex,  shall 
be  recognized  as  the  proper  basis  of  reward. 

As  shown  in  the  accompanying  table,  our  classification  of  the 
students  of  last  session  is  as  follows : — Grade  "  superior,"  ten ; 
*'  good,'*  thirty-six ;  **  fair,"  niue ;  not  classed,  sixty-three.  I 
may  stat«  that  this  classification  is  based  on  a  careful  record  of 
work,  including  teaching  in  the  Model  School,  performed  during 
the  session.  Generally  those  not  classed  have  failed  to  obtain  a 
grade  in  consequence  of  not  attending  the  full  time  required  by 
our  regulations.  Such  students,  iu  many  instances,  return  at 
some  subsequent  session. 


9((  NOBMAL  SCHOOL. 

I  beliere  that  it  would  be  unfair  to  estimate  the  benefits  result- 
ing to  the  Proyince  from  the  Normal  School,  solely  by  the  num- 
ber of  its  graduates  employed  as  teachers,  as  the  influence  of  the 
Institution  is  widely  extended  through  indirect  means.  Yet  I 
would  again  urge  the  propriety  and  wisdom  of  increasing  the  at- 
tendance by  some  judicious  encouragement.  The  institution  has 
been  maintained  at  the  public  expense  for  nearly  twenty-years, 
and  all  these  years  the  work  done  in  it  has  been  ignored  ;  the  Go- 
vernment and  Legislature  have  been  practically  in  different  in  res- 
pect to  the  influence  of  the  Institution  over  the  inner  life  of  our 
schools.  After  much  reflection,  I  am  convinced  that  the  sugges- 
tion on  this  matter,  cont^iined  in  my  last  report,  is  the  best  that 
can  be  adopted  under  present  circumstances. 

The  importance,  almost  the  necessibv,  of  drawing  as  a  branch 
of  common  sclioul  education,  has  for  several  years  been  recognized 
and  advocated  by  the  most  distinguished  practical  educationists 
in  various  countries.  I  know  that  you  have  publicly  and  pri- 
vately urged  its  introduction  into  the  Schools  of  Nova  Scotia.  I 
beg  to  suggest  that  the  most  effective  and  economical  plan  for 
securing  this  object  will  be  to  provide  a  thoroughly  trained  teacher 
of  this  art  for  the  Normal  School.  Such  a  teacher  would  not  be 
fully  occupied  in  their  Institution,  but  a  portion  of  his  time  could 
be  spent  in  the  public  schools  of  Truro  or  Hali&x. 

The  Model  Schools,  forming  a  most  important  adjunct  to  the 
training  or  Normal  School,  are  in  a  highly  efficient  condition. 
There  are  now  in  operation  nine  departments,  each  having  its  own 
teacher ;  [and  these  departments  include  seven  different  grades. 
The  total  number  of  pupils  is  over  Jive  hundred.  At  a  special 
meeting  of  the  section,  convened  last  summer,  SIO.OOO  were  voted 
for  the  erection  of  new  Model  School  buildings,  which  are  to  be 
completed  and  ready  for  occupation  by  the  first  of  November  next. 
I  trust  for  the  credit  of  the  Province  that  new  buildings  for  the 
Normal  School  will  speedily  follow. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  yours  obediently, 

J.  B.  CALKIN. 
Eav.  A.  S.  Hunt,  A.  M., 

Superiniendtnt  •/  Edticution. 
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Carrie  W'hippie 
Annie  Nuttini,' 
Eva  Stewart 
Kliziibeth  Mulhollun.I 
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REl^ORT   FOR   1874. 


Office  of  Commissioners  of  Schools  for  the  City  of  Halifax, 

1st  February,   187-> 
To  the  Rrr.  A.  S.  HUNT,  3/.  A. 

iaylifffrlnfriHh'lif    iif  K(iiK'(ffl())t.   fitr   fl(4'    Proc'nnr    af  Nora 
ScoffO. 


Sir, — 

Tlu*  school  voar  whitrli  emlejl  on  the  thirtv-first  t>f  Octo- 
ber,  1874.  was  in  some  respects  one  of  tlie  most  trying  and 
remarkable  in  the  educational  annals  of  Halifax,  an<l.  if 
dealt  with  as  the  imj^ortance  of  the  subject  deserves,  would 
swell  our  usually  modest  annual  report  to  a  crof»dlv  volume. 
But,  as  the  volume  would  call  for  more  time  and  more  abili- 
ty than  could  well  be  bestowed  upon  it,  and,  when  ])uV»lished 
wouM  probal)lv  fail  to  find  more  tlian  a  very  few  readt»rs. 
it  has  been  thou 'jfht  better  and  wiser  to  mve  a  short  sketch 
of  the  internal  or  domestic  ex])erience  of  the  Board,  such 
as  has  been  contained  in  former  reports,  and  then  to  deal 
very  briefly  with  its  external,  or — what  might  fitly  Ik*  called 
— military  history  during  the  past  year. 

The  C^ominissioners  have  to  mourn  the  loss  of  their  two^ 
eldest  colleagues — gentlemen  who  had  sat  on  the  Halifax 
School  Board  for  years  before  the  passing  of  the  Act«^  wliich 
make  u\)  what  is  now  commonly  known  as  the  School  l-»aw. 
The  Very  Rev.  l)t^an  Bullock,  who  was  calhid  t*>  another 
lif(»  in  the  month  of  March,  Avas  as  deeply  regretted  by  his 
fellow-(.-onnnissioneis  as  he  was  by  all  othei>4  with  whom 
he  had  l)een  brought  into  immediate*  contact.  His  advaiice<l 
age  and  failing  strength,  while  they  hardly  diminished  his 
energy,  made  no  change  in  the  punctuality  of  his  attenrlance 
at  the  meetings  of  the  Board  and  its  committees,  in  the 
unwearied  attention  which  he  V>estowed  on  the  business* 
which  came  before  him,  or  in  the  unvarying  iirlwinity  and 
kindliness  of  manner  which   chanu'terizcd  this  true  irentle- 
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iiiaii  and  Cliri.Ntiaiu  By  tlu*  n'sigimtiiHi  of  tin-  Wtv  IWvcr- 
i-nd  Doctor  Haniian.  in  Jum*  last,  tlir  Bti;\nl  lost  tlir  mom- 
lier  \vlio<*ould.  jKTliaps.  Ira^t  U*  s|iai\Hl.  Hi.N  lon^  rxjH'ri- 
fnci*.  his  thon»n«j:h  aet)iiaintance  with  tlu»  workinii  t»t*t»ur 
educational  system,  and  his  nnHa^^n^  interest  in  all  the 
city  sfho4»ls,  ivnder  it  iuiiMKssilile  to  Mi|>j>ly  hi>  |»laee;and 
the  teachers.  t4 1  all  of  whom,  without  distinction  i»f  enn^K 
he  was  a  true  friend  and  trusty  CH>uns<.»llor.  witiiesMMl  his 
departure  witli  feeliuirs  to  wliicli  the  verv  atfivtionate  and 
laudatory  address  with  which  they  |>ivsi*ntetl  liim  only  gave 
tittin;r  ex|>i*ession.  The  ]>lacesof  thosi*  two  i|i-ntlemen  have 
l>een  tilled  hy  Jt»hn  Silver.  Ksi|..  and  JamcN  I)uirp\n.  Ksn. 

In  Moms  Street  Sch(M»l.  Mr.  Majors  place  as  Princi- 
pal has  l>een  taken  by  Mr.  Jack,  late  Princijvil  »if  the  Pul»- 
lic  Sciiools,  Yarmouth,  a  «^ra<le  A  teacher,  whosr  <pialitica- 
tions  are  i^enerallv  ailmitted  to  he  of  a  vrrv  hiirh  onU*r  : 
while  Mr.  Maj(»r  has  accepteil  the  jH»sition  ivndeiVil  vacant 
hv  t)i(»  resi^^nation  of  Miss  Johns,  for  Novmil  \eai*s  Vict^ 
Principal  of  the  institution.  The  rcM^nation  i»f  Mr.  .Vn<:^us 
Ross  has  also  In^en  acceptiMl.  It  is  hoprd  that  tins  im|H»r> 
taut  scho5)l  will  fulfil  the  high  expectations  t^ntertaineil  fn>m 
its  jnesent  management. 

The  Alhro  Street  School  has  l>een  i»lacv*d  under  the  con- 
trol of  Mr.  Mellish,  M.  A.,  another  gmde  A  teacher  aA'  very 
high  standing,  and  formerly  Vice-Principid  of  the  Mount 
Allison  Wesleyan  Academy:  and  the  s»*cond  place  has  In'en 
taken  hy  Mr.  McLoughlin,  the  late  Princi|M\l.  Tht»  vacancy 
caused  hy  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Jaiues  A.  Smith  has  luvn 
filled  by  the  ap}H>intment  of  Mr.  Burbidg«\  an  e\]»er*u»nctMl 
fii*st-cla.ss  teacher.  (Vrtain  alterations  have  also  U'en  made 
in  the  building,  so  as  in  j>n»vide  acC(»mmotiatif»n  for  the 
j'irls  heretofore  tau<r]it  in  the  Citv  Stn^et  School. 

Miss  Robinson,  the  Principal  of  the  Acatlian  Scho(»l,  was 
obliged  to  resign  in  conse<pience  of  ill-health,  but  has  found 
a  worthy  successor  in  Miss  Mac*kint^»sh. 

Some  other  changes  have  taken  place  in  the  jtri'Sinmcl  of 
the  teachin<x  staft  under  the  control  of  the  B<»ard.but  hanllv 
such  as  to  call  for  any  special  notice  here. 

The  school  on  Beech  Street,  ojiened  in  Septendn'r.  I«S7J^. 
has  more  than  fulfilled  the  exj>ectations  enttu'tainefl  at  that 
time.  There  were  registered  during  the  past  half  year  102 
pupils,  while  the  average  attendance  was  ~i\  jK»r  cent.  In 
compliance  with  a  numennisly  and  res])ectably  signcMl 
memorial,  the  Conunissionei's  hav(»  taken  und«»r  their  chai^ 
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the  s^iool  at  tlie  Diitc*h  Village,  taught  by  a  Sister  of  Charity. 
Th(*  biiil<Hng  has  been  granted  to  them,  rent  free,  by  His 
(Jraee  Archbishop  (.'onnolly. 

Certain  alterations  have  V)een  matle  in  the  Riehnion<l 
School  Honse,  with  a  viev^^  of  attbnling  room  for  another 
<lepartment ;  as  it  has  been  found  that  during  line  weather 
the  existinof  acconnnodation  is  insufficient. 

Tile  primary  flepailments  of  the  Moms  Street  School 
having  for  some  time  been  oveivrowded,  and  notice  having 
been  given  by  the  j)arochial  authorities  of  St.  Luke's  that 
they  would  hereafter  re([uire  the  exclusive  use  of  the  school- 
house  rented  from  them,  the  Board  have  been  obliged  to 
attc*mpt  to  meet  both  dittieulties.  This  they  have  done  by 
buying  a  lot  on  Tower  Road,  close  by  Inglis  Street,  and  en- 
tering int<^)  a  contract  for  the  erection  thereon,  before  the 
fifteenth  day  of  April  next,  of  a  building — of  the  same 
geneml  character  as  that  of  the  Convent  Free  School — to 
acconnnodate  ii»ur  departments. 

The  colored  School  on  the  Campbell  Road  has,  with  re- 
luctance, l>een  closed  ;  the  attendance  having  been  so  ex- 
tremelv  small  as  to  make  the  ( ^onnnissioners  feel  that  thev 
would  not  be  justified  in  any  longer  incuiTing  the  ex}>enst^ 
of  keejung  it  oj)en. 

A  night  school  attended  by  a  large  number  of  young  men 
anxious  for  self-improvement,  Ava.s  in  successful  operation 
for  some  months  of  tlie  yt^ar ;  and  arrangements  have  been 
made  for  a  repetition  <»f  the  exj)eriment  during  the  present 
winter. 

The  distribution  of  premiums  at  the  Skating  Rink  last 
July,  was  in  every  way  the  most  successful  and  gratifying 
which  has  yet  taken  place  ;  but,  as  it  received  a  very  libeiul 
shaie  of  notice  at  the  timi*^  both  from  public  speakers  and 
from  writers  for  tin*  })ress,  it  is  not  deemed  necessary  to<lwell 
upon  it  in  this  Re]>ort.  Perha])s  the  most  gratifying  feature 
of  the  j)ast  year  has  been  the  marked  increase  of  regularity 
in  att(jn< lance  by  tin*  i>upils.  The  average  daily  attendance 
for  thti  whole  year  wa.s  71.17  i)er  cent,  of  the  total  nunilxn* 
registered,  being  nearly  three  per  cent,  higher  than  187"^» 
which  again  stood  over  three  ])er  cent,  above  1S72.  It  is 
thought  that  now  our  city  will  compare  favorably  in  this 
most  im])ortant  respect  with  any  scb.ool  section  in  the  Pn>- 
vince;  and  the  (.V)nnnissionei*s  ho])e  fhat  before  long  the 
average  attendance  will  be —  what  they  feel  it  should — not 
less  than  NO   per  cent,  of  the  number  of  i)upils  registered. 
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They  also  think  it  not  out  of  place  t^)  rej>eat,  witli  some 
slight  necesi?ary  alterations  in  the  figures,  a  few  remarks  to 
l»e  found  in  the  Report  for  187- : — 

**  It  will  be  neen  that  tht*  t«>t;vl  number  of  cliiblren  re^^-itered  on  the  l>ooks  of 
our  city  hcIukjIs  duiing  the  last  Imlf  year,  wat*  5144.  \\  hen  we  atUl  the  ]ni]»ih*^ 
ami  students  of  the  various  pi-ivute  schcM>l»i  and  indlej^ret*,  we  shall  have  alto- 
srether  alMuit  six  thousand  r**i*eivin^'  instruction.  Estiniatinjf  the  i)opulation  of 
Halifax  at  thirty  thousiuid,  this  w«»uld  j^ive  us  one  iieivon  at  school  out  of  every 
tive,  which  is,  it  is  thouj,'!!!.  a  hi;,di  uveraj^e." 

«  «  «  «  «  «-«  «  « 

"Our  city,  which ci^jfht  yeai-s  :i;^^)  stood  lielow  amy  other  section  of  this  Pro- 
vince in  ivtfard  t<)  common  whiwil  education,  need  not  now  fear  com|>ariHon 
with  any  other  ]>orti«»n  of  the  Dominion.  As  reptrds  buihlinp«.  furniture, 
method,  teachei*s  an<l  result"^,  we  are  n<jw  in  a  ]Hisiti(»n  «)f  which  the  metn»]K»li« 
need  not  be  ashamed,  and  the  co^^t  of  tittainin;^  which  need  not  l>e  re^Tetted  by 
any  friend  of  Halifax.  Nor  will  it  be  found  that  the  exi>enditure  m  our  city 
has  been  anythin;j:  extnwirdinary.  if  a  comi)arison  is  made  with  other  cities. 
Toronto  expended  in  IS7(>.  •''^iri.i.ii'.K)  for  education;  Hamilton,  with  a  ]K)pulatioii 
of  less  than  27,(MK)  spent  >CxU>21>^  Kinjj'stim,  with  15,000,  §44,0:W  ;  Ottawa, 
with  25,000,  :*5(Ki»:W,  muI  l^.ndoi§  Ont,  with  20,000,  $54,81W.  The  average 
annual  cost  of  each  reyistend  pupil  in  Halifax  in  1874,  was  S12.95.  Tn  liostim 
the  cost  of  each  to  the  ratepaytix  in  1871,  was  *42.8r>." 

TIu;  Comniissionevs  Jo  not  claim  any  special  credit  for 
their  own  ImmIv  or  imy  pre-eminent  excellence  for  the  system 
which  they  are  called  ujuni  to  administer.  They  have  done 
their  best  to  carry  out  the  law  fully,  fairly  and  economi- 
cal In,  and  to  merit  -  what  thev  are  vain  enouirh  to  think 
they  have  gained  the  apj»roval  of  the  gTcat  majority  of 
their  fellow-citizens :  while,  under  the  system  in  existence 
in  Halifax,  school  acc(»mmodation  of  a  high  character  has 
been  ])rovided  for  all,  and  nearly  all  now  avail  themselves 
ol'  it;  and  the  schools  have  been  so  conductiMl  a,s  to  irive 
gencM'al  satisfaction.  In  fact,  no  complaints  of  a  seriims 
character  were  ever  heaid,  until  last  winter,  when  certain 
gentlemen  who  had  })reviously  paid  litth'  heed  to  our  edu- 
cational condition,  began  simultaneously  to  manifest  an  in- 
terest in  our  citv  scIkmiIs  and  a  desire  to  remedv  their 
alleged  shoi*t-comings  as  active  as  they  were  unexjx^cted. 
The  natural  coui*se  for  those  Lrentlemen  W(>uld  have  been  to 
lijave  brought  the  defects  which  they  fancied  themselves  to 
have  discovered  t(»  the  notice  of  the  Commissioners,  the  legal 
guardians  of  the  educational  interests  (»f  Halifax.  Tlie 
se<|uel  has  shown  that  their  representations  would  not  have 
been  without  effect.  Instead  of  adopting  this  coui-se,  they 
called  a  meeting,  at  Avhich  tliey  succeeded  in  ]»assing  resolu- 
tions condenming  the  whole  existing  system,  but  substi- 
tuting nothing  in  its  place,  and  also  providing  for  the 
%rmation  of  that  remarkable  and  iiTesjxmsible  IkkIv  known 
as  the  Halifax  School  Association.     A  committee  of  that 
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lK)dy  soiiR'tiiiie  afttTwards  evolved  from  their  inner  con- 
sciousness a  hill  {providing  for  a  system  of  apinnntiny  Coni- 
missionei's  and  Trustees,  which  resemhled  nothing  in  any 
of  the  Maritime  Provinces.  This  hill,  which  was  never 
«uhmitteil.  as  it  should  havi  been  had  the  Association  been 
at  all  consistent,  to  anothei*  public  lueeting  for  aj)provaI, 
was,  in  due  time,  brought  lietore  the  City  Council  and  the 
Legislature.  In  tlie  (\)uncil  the  elo([uence  of  its  advocates 
securecl  the  atlheri'nci^  (»f  onlv  three  out  of  eitrhteen  Alder- 
men  ;  while  the  House  of  Asseud)l}  .  after  patiently  hearing 
jK)th  friends  and  opponents,  very  properly  refeiTed  the 
measure  to  tiie  peoi)le  whom  it  was  to  attect,  and  asked  for 
an  expn\ssion  <>f  oj)inion  in  its  favov  from  the  citizens  at 
their  annual  eh'ctions,  as  a  con<lition  precerlent  to  the  bilFs 
becoming  law.  This  counse  w^  distasteful  to  the  Sf*hool 
Association  ;  an<l  the  matter  dRjip.jieared  for  a  time  from 
public  notice.  During  the  Provincial  elections  the  Halifax 
School  (jU<*stion  again  came  for  a  shoH  period  to  the  surface. 
Early  in  Dt'cember,  the  Schotd  Association  published  a 
statement  diti'eriug  very  considerably  in  tone  and  contents 
from  a  umnifest<»  issued  al^out  the  end  of  the  ])revious  May. 
In  tlh'ir  laltfr  eircular  thi»  Association  tleclared  that  sundry 
evils  rom[)laiui*d  of  liad  been  remedied  :  th«at  certain  changes 
whicli  they  consiflcred  <lesirable  had  been  made,  and,  prac- 
ticallv,  that  thrii'  wa^  tluMi  iiotliinjLr  sei-luuslv  wronjuf  al)out 
our  eitv  schools. 

I'hc  cluui'-i's  sp.)k('n  of  mav  or  luav  not  be  all  cliani^esfor 
th(!  better;  but  the  piomjitness  with  wliich  they  have  In^en 
madi*  show  s  a  desire  to  comply  with  a  supp(»se(l  [lopuiar 
sentiment  in  favor  ol'  th<'  alterations,  with  which  the  tSoaril 
liave  not  i!siial]\  been  creditiMl,  and  shows  alsc)  that  the 
School  Association  were  wnuijii  in  lavin<r  the  blame  of  the 
assuniiMl  uusatisra-t')rv  state  of  thini^s  u])on  the  svsteui. 
Havin^i'.  a>.  tln'v  almitt^Ml,  no  actual  substantial  i^round  ^>f 
complaint,  the  S.ho!>l  Asso'-iitioji  in  their  late  circular  could 
only  indul;4"e  iu  \ai;iie  speculation  as  t>  the  possibility  of  a 
rela])se  on  the  part  of  the  Boaid  int*)  their  tbrmer  so-calliMl 
evil  ways.  Surely,  with  the  attention  of  the  ]niblic  directed 
to  them,  with  tie*  press  in  attendance  at  their  meetings,  and 
above  everythiug  with  tlie  Argus  eyes  of  the  Halifax  School 
Asso'tiatior.  wat"hin;LC  tlieir  everv  movement,  the  Conunis- 
sioners,  e\en  if  all  ill-disj>osed  and  unti'Ustworthy,  could 
hartlly  Mud  an  opp<»rtimitv  for  future  backsliding.  § 

As  the  Sdiool    A'^soeiation    in    I)ecend)er,  practically  ad- 


COMMISSIONKRS     HKl'OHT.  0 

mittcil  that  the  evils  spoken  of  in  their  May  eiivular  either 
never  ha4l  any  real  existence  or  had  been  remedied,  it  is  not 
necessary  that  the  charges  contained  in  the  earlier  "  State- 
ment' should  be  noticed  here.  It  has,  however,  been 
thought  l)etter  to  tleal  brieHy  with  them,  than  to  completely 
ignore  them. 

These  charges,  fou:-teen  in  nnnd)er,  may  be  classed  mider 
three  heads :  1st — Extravagant  expenditure;  2nd — Glaring 
inefticiency  and  defectiveness  in  the  schools ;  and  8rd — Ille- 
gal and  im})ro})er  partiality  manifested  t*)wards  Roman 
Catholics. 

The  chargu  of  extravagance  has  l)een  in  a  gi'eat  <legree 
met  by  anticipation,  especially  in  the  extracts  from  the 
Board's  Repoi-t  of  1872.  It  is  not  denied  that  the  total 
yearly  ex|)en<liture  is  large;  but  as  has  been  shown,  it  is  not 
greati'r  than  in  many  other  places,  and  is  nine  thousand  <lol- 
lars  less  than  in  St.  John,  New  Bnmswick,  where  the  num- 
ber of  ])upils  is  less  and  the  schools  certainly  no  better ;  and, 
while  the  fidlest  information  u})on  the  matter  has  been  laid 
l)efore  the  pu])lic,  no  one  has  yet  pointed  out  any  items 
which  could  be  admitteil  or  largely  reduced.  Vague  gene- 
ral charges  of  extravagance,  inider  the  circumstances,  should 
count  for  nt'xt  to  nothing — idle  words. 

With  another  extract  from  the  RepoH  of  1872,  altered  to 
suit  tlic  stjitistics  of  1874,  we  (piit  the  tii*st  charge. 

**Tlie  expense  t«»  the  public  of  the  .supi»ly  of  lK)oks  and  .statii»iier>' averaged 
lA8t  ye;u-  thirty-eij^ht  centH  for  each  pupil.  When  it  i«  considered  that  the 
BoanI,  without  any  aid  from  the  Provincial  'J'rea;<ur>-,  furninhed  jHjny,  ink, 
l)encilt<,  ^*lat»*^  and  copy  l>ookH,  in  addition  to  all  the  prescribed  ^<chool  l>ook8, 
it  will  not  be  denietl  that  the  char;^e  is  a  moderate  one. 

The  coyt  of  adminintration  for  the  jwwt  year,  including  Secretary's  salary, 
i'ommiidoneis' allowance,  au<l  office  lent  and  expenscn,  was  .*-4(iH.iU,  being  a 
fraction  o\er  thn-e  per  cent,  uptm  the  amount  expended  by  the  Board.  It  in 
felt  that  it  will  lie  harti  to  point  out  even  a  private  undertaking  where  the  ex- 
penHe^«  of  ivd ministration  are  comi)araitiveIx  Hmalier;  and  there  is*  certainly  no 
public  body  in  the  Province,  <loing  the  same  amount  of  work,  which  it  cost* 
less  to  mainbdu.*' 

The  sri'ond  charge,  of  glaring  inetHcieiicy  and  general 
defectiveness  in  the  city  schools,  has,  like  the  first,  been  in- 
cidentally dealt  with  in  an  eailier  j>art  of  the  Report.  In 
January,  iSliG,  your  predecessor,  Mr.  Rand,  in  an  address 
deliveriMl  before  our  Board,  use<l  the  following  language: — 

**  It  may  l>e  an  ini welcome  statement,  gentlemen,  that  for  years  past  in  this 
citjy  the  nund)er  of  children  at  school,  in  proi>ortion  to  the  population,  has  been 
belc»w  that  of  any  other  ilistrict  in  the  Province,  while  tne  smallnesM  of  the 
mim  contnbutid  by  the  )>eo])le  for  the  sujiport  of  schools  in  ]>ro]mrtion  to  the 
amount  recei\e<l  from  the  Province,  has  l)ecn  eijually  witliout  a  iKiralleL** 

To-day,  whether  regard  is  had  to  the  attendance  at  the 
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schools,  their  general  efBdency,  or  the  liberality  of  the  local 
contribution  as  compared  with  the  Provincial  allowance,  it 
is  felt  that  this  city  need  fear  comparison  with  no  portion 
of  the  Province.  In  how  many  other  districts  do  more  than 
one  in  six  of  the  po]iulation  attend  school,  or  the  average 
daily  attendance  amount  to  over  seventy  per  cent,  of  the 
number  of  pupils  registered;  and  what  other  district  con- 
tributes out  of  its  own  resources  an  amount  eight  times  as 
larore  as  the  Provincial  Gi-ant  ? 

Some  rather  ambiguous  expressions  made  use  of  by  the 
County  Inspector,  and  intended  to  ai)ply  to  (me  school,  wen^ 
tortured  bv  the  School  Association  into  a  ijeneral  assertion, 
that  the  grading  in  most  of  the  schools  was  extremely  low, 
that  in  some  schools  gi*ading  was  igmuvcl,  and  other  things 
equally  horril>le.  The  Albro  Street  School,  the  (me  especi- 
ally referred  to  by  the  Ins])ecti»r,  was  visiti^l  last  spring  by 
one  of  the  most  i)rominent  members  of  the  School  Associa- 
tion, who,  after  a  careful  examination  of  the  various  elas.ses, 
declared  to  the  princi))al  that  the  grading  was  in  (?very  way 
satisfactory.  This  was  where  gradiug  was  suj)j>ose<l  to  K^ 
ignored.  The  other  chai'ges  of  inefficiency  made,  most  of 
them,  it  is  to  be  ])r(»sumed,  through  mi  justifiable  ignorance, 
were  generally  ex})loded  at  the  last  midsummer  examina- 
tions, which  were  attended  bv  some  of  the  leadei-s  of  the 
Association,  ami  since  which  littlv*  has  been  heard  about  the 
low  standard  of  our  city  schools.  Another  crying  defect  in 
the  city  system,  accon ling  to  the  Association,  was  that  there 
was  in  Halifax  **  no  Higli  School.  There  was,  therefore,  no 
link  between  our  common  schools  and  colh»«ccs."  Inasmuch 
as  there  are  in  our  citv  s(;veral  Hii^h  Schools,  althou«rh  not 
under  the  control  of  tlie  Board,  this  language  was  iuirdly 
correct.  The  citizens,  when  ap]>ealed  to  directly  on  the  suIh 
ject,  manifested  no  desire  for  a  Higli  »Schot>l ;  there  were, 
and  are  at  jnesent,  on  the  registers  of  the  sch(»ols,  the  nanufs 
of  only  about  seventy  boys  over  fifteenyears  of  age,  and  the 
nundier  likelv  to  enter  a  Hi<4:h  Scnool  was  still  smaller. 
The  additional  expenditure  would  be  great,  and,  Jis  it  seenie<l 
to  the  Board  under  all  the  circumstjinces,  hardly  called  for. 
There  are  now,  however,  in  the  Morris  Street  and  Albro 
Street  schools,  gentlemen  able  and  willing  to  give  instruc- 
tion in  the  branches  usually  taught  in  High  Schools:  and 
the  Boar<l  will  be  able  to  judge  from  the  result  of  this  ex- 
periment as  to  the  desirability  of  (»stablishing  in  the  futuiv 
a  High  School  of  the  regular  pattern. 
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Again,  it  is  alleged,  as  a  defect  in  the  administration  of 
the  schools  of  Halifax,  that  when  vacancies  occurred  adver- 
tisements were  not  ''  inserteil  in  the  newspapers  to  attract 
teachers  from  all  quarters.''  It  has  always  been  tlie  practice 
of  the  Board  when  a  teacher  was  required,  such  as  they  had 
not  on  their  own  staff  or  readily  available,  to  advertise;  and 
it  is  not  thought  that  anything  more  should  be  ex|)ected. 
Then,  as  you  Sir  are  aware,  but  as  the  School  Association  do 
not  seem  to  have  known,  the  Board  keep  a  roll  of  applicants 
from  which  substitutes  are  selected,  when  through  illness  or 
other  unexpected  cause  regular  teachers  cannot  attend  to 
their  duties.  Were  this  not  so,  schools  would  have  to  be 
closed  or  teachers  dismissed  and  new  ones  substituted,  even 
in  cases  of  temporary  illness.  The  efficiency  of  the  teachers 
employed  as  substitutes  can  thus  be  judged  of,  not  from 
paper  testimonials,  but  from  actual  w«>rk.  No  doubt  this 
system  gives  to  teachers  residing  in  Halifax  a  certain  ad- 
vantage over  those  at  a  distance ;  but  it  does  not  seem  an 
unreasonable  one  to  be  enjoyed  V»y  the  sons  and  daughters 
of  ttte  ratepayers  who  are  obliged  to  contribute  so  largely  to 
support  the  schools.  At  the  same  time,  the  very  consider- 
able number  of  teachers  on  our  pay  roll  who  do  not  belong 
to  the  city  proves  that  the  3oajd  are  not  actuated  by  any 
local  jealousy  or  narrow-mi..  Jed  exclusiveness. 

Of  the  teachers  in  our  city,  however,  selected,  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  speak  in  terms  of  the  highest  praise.  It  may  be 
that,  out  of  the  ninety-three  in  the  employ  of  the  Board, 
some  two  or  three  or  even  five  or  six  do  not  come  uj)  to  the 
Association  standard;  but  no  one  could  reasonably  expect 
that  every  one  ot  so  large  a  staff  should  be  ])erfect.  Taking 
them  as  a  whole,  it  is  felt  that  in  manners,  in  chamcter,  in 
fitness  for  their  work,  and  in  thorough,  conscientious  and 
successful,  although  unobtrusive  performance  of  tlieir  du- 
ties, the  teachers  of  the  Halifax  public  schools  will  compare 
favorably  with  any  similai-  body  that  can  be  pointed  out. 

The  thinl  group  of  charges — of*  illegal  and  improper  par- 
tiality manifested  towards  Roman  Catholics — ^yet  remains  • 
to  be  dealt  with.  A  simple  and  emphatic  denial  of  the 
truth  of  those  charges  would  be  sufficient,  but  perhaps  not 
altogetlier  satisfactory.  The  law  i^ot  in  any  way  violated  or 
ignored  on  behalf  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Schools.  The 
teachers  undergo  the  same  examinations,  and  are  licensed 
and  paid,  and  may  be  dismissed  in  the  same  manner  as 
other  teachers  ;  the  schools  are  inspected  and  supervised  as 
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others ;  and  are  as  completely  under  the  control  of  the 
Board.  It  is  true  that,  in  the  schools  conducted  by  tlie 
Christian  Brothers,  certain  books  (not  religious  in  charac- 
ter) not  prescribed  by  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction 
were  in  use.  Since  attention  has  been  called  to  the  matter, 
this  trifling  abuse  has,  according  to  the  admission  of  the 
School  Association,  been  rectified. 

The  schools  generally  spoken  of  as  Roman  Catholic,  es- 
pecially Saint  Mary's,  Saint  Patrick's  and  the  Convent  Free 
School,  will,  I  venture  to  say,  compare  favorably  with  any 
Common  Schools  in  the  Province.  They  have  given  uni- 
versal satisfaction;  they  have  been  frequented — notably 
those  in  which  the  Christian  Brothers  teach — by  the  chil- 
dren of  Protestant  as  well  as  Catholic  parents ;  and  the 
Board  have  yet  to  hear  the  first  complaint  from  a  Protes- 
tant father  or  mother  of  anything  improper  or  illegal  hav- 
ing been  done,  or  of  any  religious  exercises  having  taken  place 
during  school  hours,  in  any  of  them.  It  the  great  majority 
of  the  pupils  are  Catholic,  as  in  certain  other  schools  tljey 
are  Protestant,  it  is  only  what  is  to  be  expected.  Suppose 
that,  in  any  school  section  in  the  Province,  where  the  popu- 
lation is  made  up  nearly  equally  of  say  Presbyterians  and 
Wesleyans,  tnere  are  two  schools  alike  accessible  to  the 
children — one  taught  by  a  Presbyterian  and  the  other  by  a 
Wesleyan  :  will  not  the  great  majority  of  the  Presbyterian 
children,  as  a  matter  of  course,  go  to  the  former,  and  of  the 
Wesleyans  to  the  latter  ?  Will  there  not  be  at  once  an  in- 
stance of  what  some  people  call  separate  schools  ;  and  who 
will  or  can  find  fault  ?  This  is  what  has  actually  taken 
place  in  several  rural  districts ;  and  the  case  in  the  city  is 
practically  the  same. 

The  Board  are  not  in  the  habit  of  making  inquiry  as  to 
the  religion  of  applicants  for  the  position  of  teacher ;  but 
the  general  statement  of  the  Association  that  "  Roman 
Catholics  are  eligible  to  all  the  schools  indiscriminately, 
and  are  actually  appointed,"  while  literally  true,  is  yet  cal- 
culated to  mislead.  There  are  only  two  Roman  Catholic 
teachers  employed  where  a  majority  of  the  pupils  are 
Protestant ;  and  those  are  both  in  the  Morris  Street  School. 
One  of  them,  a  protexjee  ofthe  lamented  Dean  Bullock,  was 
appointed  in  January,  18G6,  at  his  special  request ;  and  the 
other  was  appointed  in  August,  18(58,  at  the  instance  of 
Mr.  Nash,  then  a  member  of  the  School  Board.  It  is  only 
necessary  to  add  that  both  are  excellent  teachers,  and  give 
every  satisfaction  to  the  authorities  of  the  school. 
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Looking  back  over  the  agitation  of  the  past  year,  the 
Board  do  not  regard  it  as  a  cause  for  regret.  ■  On  the  con- 
trary, it  has  quickened  the  public  interest  in  education  ;  has 
probably  lent  additional  energy  to  our  city  teachers ;  has 
induced  our  citizens,  and  strangers  as  well,  to  see  for  them- 
selves the  condition  of  our  much  abused  schools,  ^nd  thus 
has  resulted  in  their  standing  higher  in  public  estimation 
than  ever  before.  For  these,  perhaps  unintended,  blessings 
the  thanks  of  the  Board  are  due  to  the  Halifax  School  As- 
sociation. 

Appended  will  be  found  the  fullest  information  upon  all 
im|K)rtant  matters  in  connection  with  the  public  schools. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Sir, 

.    Your  obedient  servant, 

Ja3I£s  Thomson, 

Chairman. 


Supervisor's  Report. 

For  terni  ending  30th  April,  187^. 


Halifax,  9th  May,  1874. 


Mie.  Chairman  and  Ge:stlemkn,— I  beg  leave  respectfully  to 
sabmit  for  your  inspection  the  usual  abstracts  of  the  half-yearly  re- 
turns from  the  City  Schools,  and  the  statistical  tables  deduced  from 
them.  Perhaps,  however,  it  may  be  more  interesting  to  you  as  well 
as  more  intelligible,  tD  give  you  in  detail  some  of  the  most  important  of 
these  results,  from  which  you  can  fairly  judge  of  the  state  of  these 
schools : — 


Ist  as  regards  attendance 


Schools. 

Acadian 
Albro  Street, 
Beech  Street, 
Brunswick  St . 
Campbell  Street, 
City  Street, 
Colonial 
Convent, 
Industrial 
Inglis, 

Masons^  Hall, 
Morris  Street, 
National, 
Poor's  Asylum, 
Bichmond, 
Russell  Street, 
St.  Mary's, 
St.  Patrick's, 
Zion, 


egistered. 

Average. 

Percent. 

Teachers. 

183 

128.42 

70.20 

4 

518 

351.05 

67.77 

10 

134 

68.47 

51.09 

2 

560 

367. 05 

66.00 

10 

21 

9.00 

42.00 

1  col. 

49 

26.70 

54.50 

1 

131 

75.00 

57.40 

2 

185 

108.00 

60.00 

4 

56 

47.82 

85.40 

1 

195 

54  89 

28.73 

2 

90 

69.70 

77.72 

2 

614 

426.42 

70.00 

12 

212 

162.46 

76.63 

4 

51 

27.40 

53.72 

1 

249 

151.73 

69.94 

5 

223 

141.70 

63.54 

4 

650 

553.31 

85.20 

12 

741 

612.41 

82.65 

13 

79 

51.45 

65.22 

1 

4931 


3432.98 


69.61 


91 


Being  a  little  over  54,'pupils  to  each  teacher.  Comparing  these  totals 
with  those  of  the  corresponding  term  last  year,  we  find  an  increase  of 
205  registered — of  476.78  av.  attendance  and  of  7.06  in  the  per  oen- 
tage  of  attendance. 
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The  highest  per  centage  of  attendance  was  made  hj 

Bro.  Abois,  St.  Mary's,       98  25  Sister  Bonayentura 

"  Noah,            *'                96  29  "    Cornelia, 

"  Morrinrm,      "               95  59  *'     Qelena, 

**  Christian      »'               95  14  Bro.  Francis,  St.  P 

fiister  Michael,  St.  Pafk's,  94  74 

OVER  80. 


Mr.  O'Hearn,  St.  Mary's,    89  50 
Mr.  Griffin,  »*  87  20 

Sister  M.  Anne,  St.  Pat'k's,  87  00 
*'    Clare,  St.  Mary's,        85  71 
Mr.  Major,  Morris  St.  85  40 

Mr.  Bishop,  National,  84  35 


Sister  Camilla,  St. 
Bro.  Odorick.  St.  1 
Miss  Warner,  St.  ] 
Miss  Shields.  Morr 
Mr.  Lyons,  Masoni 


OVER  70. 


Miss  Graham,  Albro  St. 
**     Payson,  National, 
"    McNab,        *' 
'*    McPhail,  Morris  St. 
**    M. A. Johns,  " 
**    Torrey,  •* 

Mr.C  Connor, Masons'  Hall 

Bro.Theodorus.St.  Pat.k'8, 

Miss  Hall,   * 
•*     Caldwell,  Albro  Sf 

Sister  Bernard,  St.Mary's, 

Mr.  Smith.  Albro  St. 

Miss  Kobinson,  Acadian 
'  Sister  Cecilia,  St.  Mary's, 


79  01 
78  83 
78  04 
76  92 
76  58 
76  35 
,75  44 
75  40 
75  00 
74  45 
74  00 
73  60 
73  31 
73  00 


Miss  Gammell,  Bru 
Mr.  Ross,  Morris  I 
Sister  Clementine.S 
Sister  Aiiga8tina,Ri 
Mr.  Artz,  Albro  St 
Sister  Stanislaus, Si 
Miss  Rousselle,  M< 
"  McNab,  Acad 
Sister  Regina,  Ross 
Miss  Archibald,  Br 
Mc  Arthur. 
C.  Stanford,  A 
Ryan,  Morris 
M.  L.  Johns,  i 


So  that  out  of  91  teachers  employed — 

9  made  over  90  per  cent. 
12  "  80 

28  •*         70         '* 

All  the  others  range  from  70  40  to  the  Campbell  R( 
per  cent,  and   the  loglis  only  28  73  per  cent. 

This  may  be  regarded  as  encouraging  :  still  we  ou^ 
satisfied  until  the  per  oeutage  of  attendance  in  all   the 
op  to  80  per  cent,  of  the  number  registered. 

VISITATIONS. 

The  Commissioners,  I  find  made  435  visits  to  the  variou 
daring  the  past  term  :  193  visits  were   made  by  clergyn 
one  denomination  principally  to  St.  Mary's,  St.  Patrick's 
School,    Russell    Street  and   Colonial  Schools.      The 
amounted  to  391. 

These  statistics  amply  repay  perusal,  and  afford  proofs 
jou,  gentlemen,  take  in  the  schools  under  your  char 
general  efficiency.    We  perceive  from  them  a  steady  in 
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mucb  in  the  number  of  pupils  registered,  as  in  the  average  attendanoe 
and  the  per  centage.  If  your  schools  were  in  such  a  wretched  condi- 
tion as  some  gentlemen  wish  the  public  to  believe,  depend  upon  it 
there  would  be  no  increase  in  these  items. 

I  also  deem  it  my  duty  to  submit  for  your  consideration  the  pay 
sheet  prepared  for  the  distribution  of  the  Government  Grant  By  a 
recent  Act  of  the  legislature  you  receive  a  lump  sum  of  37.500  per 
annum.  This  is  hardly  fair ;  for  by  the  former  mode  of  calculatmg 
the  amount  to  be  paid  you  for  each  teacher: 

Class  B  would  receive  <(1281.d4 
**    C  **  2311.15 

"    D  "  354.30 

«     E  "  22.50 


$3969  49— bat  joa 
are  only  to  receive  for  this  term,      3750.00 

You  therefore  lose  $219.49 

And  the  greater  increase  you  make  to  the  number  of  your  first-class 
teachers  the  greater  will  be  your  proportioDate  loss.  ^4M 

During  the  past  term  I  carefully  examined  most  of  the  departments 
twice:  the  results  of  these  examinations  you  will  find  in  the  book  kept 
for  the  purpose,  and  laid  on  your  table ;  also  yon  will  see  my  daily 
work  since  the  schools  opened  after  the  Christmas  Holidays,  entered 
in  a  separate  book,  which  is  also  before  you. 

Besides  these  examinations  I  made  numerous  visits  to  all  the 
schools  at  all  times  during  the  day  without  previous  notice;  and  foand 
the  teachers  at  their  posts,  attentive  to  their  duties  and  performing 
these  duties  to  the  best  of  their  ability.  Of  course  in  so  large  a 
number  it  must  be  expected  that  some  do  not  come  up  to  the  standard; 
oome  two  or  three  are  old-fashioned  and  behind  the  age  ;  bat  while 
they  are  working  conscientiously  according  to  their  system  of  teaching, 
it  would  be  invidious  to  name  them. 

During  the  past  six  months  several  cases  of  illness  have  occurred. 
Substitute  teat^hers  were  promptly  appointed  so  that  none  of  your 
schools  were  closed  for  a  single  day ;  the  only  exception  being  St. 
Luke's,  which  in  consequence  of  some  misunderstanding  about  the 
stove  in  MibS  Johns'  room  was  closed  for  two  days. 

The  schools  have  been  graded  for  the  current  term,  and  all  are  now 
prepared  for  their  summer^s  work.  The  pressure  for  admittance  to  the 
junior  classes  is  very  great,  and  the  sooner  the  (Morris  St.  School  is 
relieved  the  better.  Miss  Sullivan  has  59  in  the  small  room  formerly 
used  as  a  cloak  and  cap  room.  Miss  McLeod  has  53  in  hers ;  and  they 
have  been  compelled  to  refuse  some  for  want  of  accommodation.  The 
Brunswick  Street  School  is  also  cramped.  Miss  Miller  informs  me 
that  she  has  been  obliged  to  turn  away  several  for  the  same  reason* 
In  Richmond  School,  Miss  Uazers  room  is  entirely  too  much  crowded: 
the  partition  between  the  two  cloak  rooms  oueht  to  be  removed  at 
once.  This  would  give  double  the  space,  which  would  be  a  great 
boon,  as  at  present  the  ventilation  is  fearfully  defective.  In  Albro 
Street  School,  Miss  Mitchell,  of  the  Primary  Department  has  90  little 
boys  in  actual  attendance,  and  more  coming  in  :  she  will  require  an 
assistant.     Miss  Donovan^s   Department  in   St.  Patrick's  School  is 
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very  much  oyer-crowded  ;  I  found  120  children  in  one  room,  and  two 
teachers;  one-half  of  these  might  he  sent  to  the  hasement  room; 
benches  are  ready  for  them,  and  the  only  additional  expense  would  be 
for  a  small  water  closet,  which  might  be  constructed  in  the  cellar  of 
the  buildinfir. 

Miss  Mackintosh  has  taken  charge  of  the  Acadian  School.  On  con- 
sultation with  Miss  Miller,  we  thought  it  advisable  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing alterations  in  the  status  of  the  teachers  in  the  Brunswick 
StreetSchonl: — Miss  Uimilton  to  take  charge  of  Miss  Mackintosh's  de- 
partment, Miss  Logan  of  Miss  Uamiltou^  and  Miss  Putnam  of  Miss 
Losran's.  This  arrangement  is  a  little  different  from  that  originally 
proposed,  but  as  it  was  effected  with  a  single  eye  to  the  benefit  of 
the  school,  we  trust  the  Board  will  sanction  it. 

Miss  Alexander  has  returned  to  her  duties.  Mr.  Rennels  still  con* 
tinues  very  ill.  With  the  sanction  of  your  Chairman,  I  placed  a  young 
gentleman  from  the  Normal  and  Model  Schools  in  Truro  in  charge  of 
his  department  until  he  recovers. 

Kyou  intend  acting  upon  Col.  Laurie's  suggestion  relative  to  mili- 
tia drill  in  the  public  schools,  it  is  high  time  to  move  in  the  matter. 
Three  instructors  would  be  sufficient.  The  boys  in  the  Morris  Street 
School  could  drill  in  their  own  play  ground.  St.  Mary's  boys  in 
the  Militia  ground,  quite  convenient  to  their  school.  The  boys  belong- 
ing to  Albro  Street  and  St.  Patrick's,  in  the  Albro  Street  play  ground. 
It  is  needless  to  expatiate  on  the  importance  of  military  instruction. 
It  is  recognized  by  all  educationists;  and  the  hours  could  be  easily  ar- 
ranged so  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  regular  school  studies. 

In  eonclusion,  gentlemen,  I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  to  the 
best  of  my  judgment  your  schools,  with  but  three  exceptions,  may 
safely  be  considered  as  very  progressive,  not  to  say  flourishing.  The 
attendance  is  more  regular.  The  children  are  improving  both  in  their 
studied  and  in  their  manners.  Without  attracting  much  attention, 
whatever  was  found  wrong  has  been  as  far  as  possible  rectified,  and 
the  tone  of  the  principal  schools  elevated.  It  would  tend  to  still 
greater  improvement,  were  you,  as  vacancies  occur  in  your  staff,  to  fill 
them  up  with  first  class  male  teachers. 

Albro  Street  should  certainly  have  four.  Richmond  two.  National 
two.  Morris  Street  is  well  supplied  as  far  as  the  Senior  Boys*  and 
Miss  Shields'  and  Miss  McPhails'  departments  are  concerned. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  K.    ROUSSELLE, 

Sap.  City  Schools. 


Supervisor's  Report  for  Term  ending  31st  Octo- 
ber, 1874. 


Mr.   ClIAIKMAN  AND    GeKTLBMKX| 

I  beg  leave  to  submit  for  your  inspection  absttacts  from  the  Re* 
turns  of  the  City  Schools  for  the  temi  ended  Oct.  31st,  1874,  which 
display  a  very  gratifying  progress.     The  numbers  are : — 


Term  ending  30th  April. . . 
Increase ...... 


Enrolled. 

5144 
4931 


Av.  daily  at 

3737.67 
3432  98 


213 


304.69 


Pr.  ct. 

72.66 
69.61 

3.05 


As  compared  with  the  returns  of  the  corresponding  term  of  last 
year,  there  is  a  decrease  of  29  enrolled,  an  increase  of  202.48  in  aver- 
age attendance,  and  of  4.32  in  the  per  centnge. 

These  figures  show  a  steady  progress  in  the  reprularity  of  attendance 
and  may  be  taken  as  one  test  of  the  cidcienoy  of  the  schools  under  your 
charge. 

The  Attendance  at  the  various  Schools  : — 


Teachers. 

Pupils. 

Avg.  at 

Pr  ct 

Acadian 

4 

208 

147.00 

70.75 

Albro  St. 

11 

572 

394.52 

70.00 

Beech  St. 

2 

102 

77.49 

76.00 

Brunswick  St. 

10 

577 

390.28 

67.64 

City  St. 

1 

79 

44.55 

56  39 

Colonial 

2 

137 

73.00 

53.60 

Convent 

4 

198 

140.00 

70.04 

Industrial 

1 

52 

42.00 

80.80 

Inglis 

2 

175 

.55.75 

32.99 

Masons'  Hall 

2 

86 

63.47 

73  80 

Morris  St. 

12 

664 

451.04 

68.00 

National 

4 

209 

163.12 

78.43 

Poor  House 

1 

51 

26  20 

51.29 

Hichmond 

4 

2:>3 

175  40 

70  00 

Russell  St. 

4 

232 

163.50 

70.47 

St.  Mary's  (Bovs) 

6 

383 

342.45 

80.41 

(GirLs) 

6 

310 

265.00 

85.50 

St.  Patrick's  Bovs 

6 

341 

265.26 

78.00 

(Girls) 

0 

440 

404.46 

91  92 

Zion 

1 

75 

53.00 

70  00 

89 


5144 


3737.67 


72  66 
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No.  of  Boys  2656.     No.  of  Girls  2488.      Of  the  89  teachers  on  yoar 
staff,  25  are  males  and  64  females. 
24  males,  B  ;  -2  females,  B ;  48  grade  C  ;  13  grade  D  ;  2  £. 

The  Departments  having  the  Highest  per  Centage : — 

OVER   90  P.  c. 


Sister  Helena,  St.  Patrick's,  99.00 
Bro.  Patrick,         do.  97.30 

Sister  Bonaventnra,  do.  95.14 
Sister  Cltire,  St  Mary%  95.26 
Bro.  Morinus,  do.  93.91 

Sister  Michael,  St.  Patrick's  93.75 


Sister  Xavier,  St.  Patrick's,  93.00 
Sister  Cornelia,  do.  93.00 

Mrs.  Guinaoe,  do.  93  00 

Bro.  Francis,  do.  92.20 

Mr.  O'Hearne,  St.  Mary's,    90.50 
Bro.  Nuah,  do.  90.13 


BETWEEN    80   AND    90    P.   C. 


Bro.  Christian,  St.  Mary's,  89.80 

Mr.  Bishop,  National,  88.06 

Sister  Camilla,  St.  Mary's,  88.00 

Miss  Warner,  St.Patrick's,  88.00 

Mr.  Griffin,  St.  Mary's,  86.(»0 

Bro.  Abnifi.  do.  85.80 

Sister  Clementina,  do.  84.00 

Mr.  Major,  Morris  St.  84.00 


Sister  Bernard.  St.  Mary's, 
Miss  Stuart,  Beech  St. 
Miss  Mitchell,  Albro  Street, 
Mr.  Lyons,  Masons'  Hall, 
Miss  rayson.  National, 
Miss  Caldwell,  Albro  St. 
Sister  Regina,  Russell  St. 


83.00 
82.01 
81.38 
8100 
81.00 
80.00 
80.00 


BETWEEN    70   AND   80   P.   C. 


Miss  C.  Stanford.  Albro  St.  78  00 
Miss  Donovan,  St.Patrick's.  78.00 
Miss  Adams,  Morris  St.  77.58 
Miss  K.  Stanford,Ricbmond.  77.38 
Miss  Creifihton,  Albro  St.  77.31 
Si^er  Cecilia,  St.  Mary's,  77.00 
MVs.  Payne,  Acadian,  76.90 

Miss  M.L.  Johns,  Albro  St.  76.00 
Sister  Hartigan,  Convent,  76.00 
Miss  Graham,  Albro  St.  75.00 
Miss  Shields.  Morris  St.  75  14 
Mde.  Julie,  Convent,  *  75  00 

Miss  McLeod,  Morris  vSt.      74.50 


Miss  MoNab,  National, 
Bro.Theodoru8,St.Patrick's, 
Miss  McPhail,  Morris  St- 
Miss  McGregor,  Bruns.  St. 
Miss  K.  Hamilton,  do. 
Miss  A.  Hamilton,  do. 
Mr.  RenneU,  Richmond, 
Miss  Gossip,  Bruns.  St. 
Miss  Mackintosh,  Ac:idian, 
Miss  M.A.Johns,  Morris  St 
Mr.Burbidgc,  A.M. .Albro  St. 
Mr.  O'Banyoun,  Zion, 
Miss  Maxwell,  National, 


74.50 
74.21 
73.46 
72.36 
7152 
7140 
71.00 
7051 

7000 
70.59 
70.00 
70.00 
70.00 


12  Teachers  made  over  00  p.c. ,  15  between  80  and  90  ;  26  teachers 
made  between  70  and  80  p.c,  and  all  the  others  range  down  to  the  Ju- 
nior Depaitmcnt  of  Inglis  School,  which  only  gave  an  attendance  of 
27.50  per  cent. 

.During  the  term  I  made  nearly  200  visits  to  the  schools,  and  with 
bu  one  exception  I  bear  willing  testimony  to  their  increased  effi- 
ciency and  general  progress ;  perhaps  it  would  be  advantageous  to 
grade  the  classes  less  frequently,  so  as  to  leave  the  children  for  a 
longer  period  under  the  same  teachers,  as  the  tendency  is  to  push 
pupils  into  the  more  advanced  departments  before  they  are  really 
qualified.  I  am  aware  of  the  difficulty  in  doing  this — very  few  chil- 
dren, boys  especially,  remain  at  school  over  15 :  the  Senior  Depart* 
ments  become  poorly  attended  :  a  pressure  for  admittance  is  made  on 
the  junior  classes;  and  to  make  room  for  applicants,  pupils  are  neoes- 
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sarily  sent  into  higher  rooms.  Still,  grading  so  frequently  ought  to  be 
discouraKed  as  much  as  possible. 

During  the  te I ro  there  were  only  214  pupils  over  15  years  old  on 
the  Registers,  and  of  these  140  were  if  iris.  It  is  not  fair  to  expect 
from  schools  so  attended  a  degree  of  excellence  attainable  by  children  of 
a  more  advanced  age.  We  all  know  that  a  child  will  learn  more  in 
the  years  between  14  and  18  than  at  almost  any  orher  period  :  of 
course,  there  are  exceptions,  instances  of  precocity  of  intellect  are  often 
met  with,  but  very  few  realize  the  expectations  formed  of  them  in 
early  life. 

Now,  gentlemen,  I  might  take  up  your  time  for  an  hour,  and  fill 
sheets  with  common  place  remarks  on  education,  which  aft^r  all 
amount  to  very  little,  but  I  prefer  laying  before  yoa  and  the  public  a 
faithful  Htatement  of  the  progress   of  the   schools  uuder  your  charge. 

They  are  doing  well :  during  the  term  no  complaint  of  suffi'jient 
imporiance  to  bring  before  you  has  been  made  Strangers  from  other 
places  have  visited  tbe  City  >!chool8  and  were  pleased  to  express  their 
astonishment  at  the  superior  equipment  of  the  buildings,  the  general 
appearance  and  good  order  of  the  pupils  and  the  evident  ability  of  the 
great  majority  of  your  teachers;  the  more  so  as  they  had  beeu  led  to 
imagine  that  a  very  di  fife  rent  state  of  things  prevailed.  If  people  would 
but  lay  aside  prejudice,  if  they  would  visit  these  schools  more  fre^ 
quently  and  encourage  both  teachers  and  pupils;  they  would  effect  more 
real  good  in  a  month  than  by  speechifying  at  cjuventions  and  associa- 
tions for  a  twelve-month,  finding  fault  when  uudeserved,and  dishearten- 
ing every  o^  e  connected  with  the  education  of  the  Halifax  children. 

I  anticip:4tethat  in  my  next  report  I  shall  be  able  to  give  you  even 
more  favorable  results.  The  recent  changes  in  two  of  your  most  im- 
portant institutions  ought  to  a  certain  extent  warrant  this  expectation. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  K.  RoussELLE,  Supervisor. 


Provincial  Law  as  to  Education  especially  affect- 
ing the  City  of  Halifax. 


Extract  from  Chapter  9,  of  the  Acts  of  18G8,  entitled,  "An 
Act  to  amend  the  Act  for  the  better  encouragement  of 

Education." 


(Passed  September  2l8t,  1808.). 


Be  it  enacted,  by  the  Governor,  Council,  and  Assembly,  as  follows : 

1.  The  Governor  in  Council  shall  appoint  seven  persons,  and  the 
City  Council  six  persons,  who  shall  constitute  a  Board  of  CommiS' 
sioners  of  Schools  in  the  City  of  Halifax,  and  such  Board  shall  be  a 
corporate  body,  and  may  exercise  ali  the  power  given  to  Trustees  un- 
der and  by  virtue  of  the  Act  hereby  amended,  and  perform  all  the  du- 
ties imposed  on  Trustees  by  the  same. 


Extract  from  Chapter  27,  of  the  Acts  of  1809,  entitled,  "An 
Act  relative  to  Commissioners  of  Schools  for  the  City 

of  Halifax." 


(Passed  the  10th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1869.) 


Be  it  enacted,  by  the  Governor,  Counoil,  and  Assembly,  as  follows  : 

1.  On  the  first  of  November  next,  and  on  each  succeeding  first  day 
of  November  in  each  year  thereafter,  or  so  soon  after  the  first  day  of 
November  as  convenient,  the  City  Council  of  Halifax  shall  select  and 
appoint  from  such  body  six  members,  of  whom  the  Mayor  may  be  one, 
to  oe  and  act  as  Ctimmissioners  of  Schools  for  the  said  City  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  Commissioners  named  and  chosen  by  the  Government. 

2.  The  Commissioners  so  elected  by  the  City  Council  as  School 
Commissioners  shall  hold  office  for  the  vear  only,  and  an  equal  num- 
ber shall  be  elected  annually  on  each  first  day  of  November  to  re- 
place the  School  Commissioners  who  are  to  retire  from  the  Board  of 
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CommissfoDen,  and  Dothiop^  herein  coDtained  shall  prevent  the  re-eleo- 
tion  of  retiring  Commissioners  by  the  City  Council. 


Extract  from  Chapter  32,  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  "  Of  Pub- 
lic Instruction." 

84.  The  City  of  Halifax  shall  be  one  school  section ;  and  there 
shall  continue  to  be  thirteen  Commissioners  of  Schools  for  such 
city,  appointed  [seven  by  the  Governor  in  Council  and  six  by  the 
City  Council]  uuder  the  provisions  of  Section  1  of  Chapter  9  of 
the  Acts  of  1868,  as  modified  by  Chapter  27  of  the  Acts  of  1869 ; 
and  the  thirteen  Commissioners  thus  appointed  shall  constitute  a 
Board  of  School  Commissioners  for  the  City  of  Halifax,  and  such 
Board  shall  be  a  body  corporate,  and  may  exercise  all  the  powers 
and  perform  all  the  duties  of  Trustees  of  Public  Schools  in  and  for 
the  City. 

85.  All  vacancies  occurring  by  any  means,  either  by  the  death,  re- 
tirement from  the  City  Council,  or  otherwise,  of  any  of  such  Com- 
missioners appointed  by  such  Council  during  the  current  year  after 
selection,  shall  be  filled  as  soon  as  may  be  by  the  City  Council; 
and  at  the  end  of  such  year  the  same  members  or  any  of  them 
may  be  re-elected  by  such  Council, 

86.  The  Board  of  Commissioners  shall  take  all  necessary  steps 
to  provide  sufficient  school  accommodation;  and  shall  furnish  an- 
nually to  the  Superintendent  of  Education  a  report  of  their  pro^ 
ceedings  under  this  Chapter  :  also  returns  of  all  schools  subject  to 
their  control,  and  a  statement  of  the  appropriation  of  all  moneys 
received  and  expended  by  them  under  the  provisions  of  this 
Chapter. 

87.  The  Board  of  Commissioners  are  authorized  to  co-operate 
with  the  fi^overuing  body  of  any  City  school,  on  such  terms  as  to 
the  Board  shill  seem  right  and  proper,  so  that  the  benefits  of 
such  school  may  be  as  general  as  circumstances  will  permit ;  and 
the  Board  may  make  such  allowance  to  any  such  school  out  of 
the  funds  under  their  control,  as  shall  be  deemed  just  and  equitable  ; 
but  no  public  funds  shall  be  granted  by  them  in  support  of  any 
school  unless  the  same  be  a  free  school. 

88.  On  request  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  specifying  tlie 
amount  required  in  addition  to  the  sums  provided  from  the  Provin- 
cial Treasury,  for  the  yearly  support  and  maintenance  of  the  schools 
under  their  charge,  the  City  Council  shall  be  authorized,  and  are 
hereby  required  to  add  a  sum  sufficient,  after  deducting  costs  of  col- 
lection and  probable  loss,  to  yield  the  amount  so  specified  by  the 
Board,  to  the  general  assessment  of  the  city,  to  be  levied  and  collected 
from  the  inhabitants  thereof,  and  from  property  lying  within  the 
county,  the  owners  whereof  reside  in  the  City  ;  and  on  the  payment  of 
the  required  fee,  the  City  Assessors  shall  furnish  to  the  Trustees  of 
Dartmouth  or  other  school  se  tion,  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace  for  the 
county  shall  furnish  to  the  City  Assessor,  the  information  necessary  m 
order  to  give  effect  to  this  provision.  Any  person  who  may  have 
been  assessed,  both    in  the  City  and  in  Darmouth,  or  any   of  the 
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school  sections  in  the  County,  in  respect  of  sacb  property,  shall  be 
entitled  to  receive  back  the  amount  paid  by  him,  either  in  the  City 
or  in  Dartmoath  or  other  school  section,  as  the  case  mav  be,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  foregoing  construction  of  the  law .  The  sum  so 
assessed  shall  be  paid  quarterly  by  the  City  Treasurer  to  the  Board, 
upon  the  written  order  of  the  chairman  or  vice -chairman.  Provided,, 
however,  that  the  Commissioners  shall  not  have  power  to  assess  the 
city  for  any  greater  sum  than  sixty  thousand  dollars  in  any  one 
year,without  the  consent  of  the  Governor  in  Council  given  at  the  re- 
quest ot  such  Commissioners. 

89.  The  objects  to  be  provided  for  by  the  Board  of  Commissioners 
out  ol  the  sum  so  assessed,  shall  be  the  salaries  of  teacher  <  and  as- 
sistants, and  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Board,  the  leasing  of  lands  and 
buildings  for  school  purposes,  the  repairing  and  improving  of  grounds 
and  buildings,  the  cleaning,  fuel,  and  insurance  of  school-houses,  the 
purchase  of  prescribed  school-books,  the  interest  payable  on  deben- 
tures issued  by  the  Board,  and  all  other  expenRes  required  in  the  due 
execution  of  the  different  powers  and  trusts  vested  in  the  Board  by 
this  Chapter. 

90.  The  Board  of  Commissioners  shall  have  power  to  select 
and  purchase  sites  for  school  buildings,  and  shall  have  power  to 
borrow  money  for  the  purchase  of  the  same ;  as  also  for  the  pur- 
chase or  erection  of  school  buildisgs,  the  improvement  of  school 
grounds,  and  the  purchase  of  suitable  furniture  and  apparatus  for 
the  schools  under  their  control ;  but  the  Commissioners  shall  not 
enter  into  any  contract  for  the  purchase  of  any  land  nor  for  the 
erection  of  any  school  building  until  such  contract  has  been  sub- 
mitted to  and  obtained  the  approval  of  the  Governor  in    Council. 

91.  To  enable  the  Commissioners  to  borrow  money,  they  may 
issue  debentures,  in  such  form,  and  for  such  sums  as  they  may  de*^ 
cide  upon,  payable  with  interest  in  twenty  five  years  from  the 
date  thereof,  free  from  taxation :  such  debentures  to  be  a  charge 
on  the  City  of  Halifax,  and  the  interest  thereon  to  be  paid  every 
six  months,  and  to  be  included  in  the  sum  specified  and  required 
to  be  assessed  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  City,  as  aforesaid. 
The  debentures  shall  be  sealed  with  the  corporate  seal  of  the  Board, 
and  shall  be  signed  by  the  Chairman,  and  countersigned  by  the 
secretary. 

92.  The  Board  of  Commissioners  are  hereby  invested  .with  the 
title  of  all  public  school  property,  real  and  personal,  within  the 
City  (with  the  exception  of  the  Halifax  Grammar  School),  and 
may  sell  and  dispose  of  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  and  with 
the  proceeds  may  purchase  new  school-house  K, sites,  and  erect  new 
school-houses  in  such  places  and  at  such  times  as  they  may  deem 
expedient. 

93.  The  Commissioner  whose  name  shall  stand  first  on  the  list 
of  appointments,  shall  be  Chairman  of  the  Board  ;  and  in  his 
absence  the  Commissioner  next  on  the  list,  present,  shall  act  as 
Chairman,  and  the  Conmiissioners  shall  appoint  their  own  Secretary 
and  fix  his  salary. 

94.  Every  male  person  of  full  age  having  been  resident  in  the 
city  six  months  or  upwards  immediately  previous  to  the  levying  of  the 
assessment  in  any  year,  not  being  assessed  to  the  amount  of  one  dol- 
lar for  the  support  of  public  schools  in  respect  of  real  or  personal 
property,  shall  be  assessed  in  the  sum  of  one  dollar  for  the  support 
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of  such  schools  during  the  year ;  but  the  City  Couucil  shall  haya 
power  to  exempt  from  the  payment  of  such  assessment  any  person 
whom  they  may  deem  unable  to  pay  the  same. 

05.  The  Superintendent  of  Education  shall  be  empowered  to 
pay  to  the  Board  of  Commissi  >ners  the  grants  provided  by  law  for 
teachers  and  assistants  employed  in  the  city. 

96.  The  Board  of  Cbmmissioners  for  the  City  shall  be  em- 
powered to  dispose  of  debentures  authorized  under  this  Chapter,  at 
current  rates. 

97.  The  Board  of  CommiRsioners  for  the  City  shall  be  entitled 
to  receive  a  sum,  in  no  case  to  exceed  a  thousand  dollars  annually, 
as  remuneration  for  their  services ;  such  remuneration  to  be  appor- 
tioned according  to  the  promptness  and  regularity  of  the  attendance 
of  the  members  of  the  Board»  and  the  amount  of  labor  performed 
by  each,  as  the   Board  may  decide. 

98.  All  moneys  assessed  on  the  City  of  Halifax  for  educational 
purposes,  and  in  the  hands  of  the  City  Treasurer,  shall  be  paid  over 
by  him  to  the  Commissioners  of  Schools  for  the  City  of  Halifax,  at 
the  times  and  in  the  manner  hereinbefore  provided. 

99.  The  Commissioners  of  Scho(»ls  for  the  City  of  Halifax  are 
authorized  to  effect  insurances  on  school-houses. 

100.  The  provisions  of  this  Chapter,  except  as  herein  otherwise 
specitied,  shall  apply  to  the  City  of  Halifax  ;  provided  that  the  pupils 
of  any  ward  shall  be  entitled  to  school  privileges  in   any  other  ward. 


Appendix. 


SYLLABUS  OF  EXAMINATION. 


UEQUIREMEXTS     COMMON    TO     ALL     GRADES. 

(1.)  Knowlege  of  the  School  System. — To  be  familiar  wilh  the 
School  Law  of  the  Proviucf,  and  the  Regulatioos  of  the  Council  of 
Public  Instruction — especially  those  portions  bearing  on  the  office  of 
Teacher . 

(2.)  School  Management. — To  know  how  to  or(;anize  a  school, 
arrange  its  different  studi<  s  nnd  classes,  maintain  ori*er  and  discipline* 
and  provide  for  the  physical  health  and  comfort  of  the  pupils. 

(3.)  RewliiKj.-  To  be  able  to  read  English  prose  and  verse  with 
good  taste  and  just  expression  ;  also  to  understand  and  be  able  to 
practise  ihe  phonetic  method  of  teaching  reading  to  beginners,  that  is 
by  commencing  with  the  sounds  or  powers  of  the  letter ,  instead  of 
their  names. 

(4.)  Spelling. — To  be  able  to  spell  correctly  all  the  words  of  our 
language  in  comiuon  use. 

(5)  Writiuy.-  To  be  able  to  write  in  a  neat,  fluent  and  legible 
manner,  and  to  understand  the  principles  of  penmanship  as  given  in 
the  prescribed  series  of  copy-books. 

Remark. —Eveiy  requirement  mentioned  under  any  Gratle  18  to  be  under- 
stood aH  applying  to  all  higher  (xradeSy  whether  actually  specified  under 
each  higher  Grade  or  not. 

• 

Grade  E. 

[Examination  to  occupy  one  day.] 

I .  Division  of  Language  : 

Enellfh  Grummar.  To  be  able  to  answer  elementary  questions  on 
the  clHssitication  and  inflection  of  words.  2  To  be  ahle  tu  parse  easy 
sentences,  and  give  the  rules  of  Syntax  applicable  thereto. 

II.  Division  of  Hjstort  and  GEOGRAPnY: 

H'lstory — To  be  well  acquainted  with  the  history  ef  Nova  Scotia. 

Geography.  To  be  familiar  with  the  Geography  of  Novh  Scotia.  2. 
To  be  acquainted  with  the  main  facts  of  (leneral  Geography — partica- 
larly  as  regards  Nonh  America  and  Europe. 

III.  Division  of  Matoematics  : 

Arithmetic. — 1.  To  know  the  taMea of  Money,  Weights  and  Mea- 
sures in  use  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  to  be  able  to  apply  them  in  the  solu- 
tion of  questions  in  Commeicial  Arithmetic.      2.    To  be  able  to  work 
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readily  and  correctly  any  simple  question  in  Addition,  Subtraction* 
Multif  lioationt  or  Division,  of  numbers,  including  both  vulgar  and  de- 
cimal fractions  ;  also  Reduction. 

IV.    Division  of  Teaching  and  School  Management  : 

1.  To  understand  the  use  of  the  Ball  frame  iu  illustrating  the 
fundamental  rules  of  Arithmetic.  2.  To  have  studied  the  best 
method  of  giving  instruction  in  each  of  the  branches  embraced  in  the 
examination  for  Grade  B.  3.  See  Requirements  common  to  all 
grades,  paragraph  2.  * 

Grade  D. 

[Examination  to  occupy  a  (lay  and-a-half.] 

I.  Languaae  : 

Engliit/i  Grammar,—!,  To  have  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  classi- 
fication and  inflection  of  words.  2.  To  be  able  to  analyze  and  parse 
SLuy  simple  sentence,  giving  the  rules  of  Syntax  applicable  thereto. 

Composition, — 1.     To  bo  able  to  correct  examples  of  the  wrong   use 
of  words.     2.     To  be  able  to  write  an  original  composition  on  a  sub- 
ject to  be  named  in  the  questions  on  this  branch. 

II.  niSTORT   AND    GEOGKAPHY. 

History  — To  be  familiar  with  the  history  of  Great  Britain.  [History 
of  N.  S.,  lis  in  Grade  E.] 

Geography. — 1.  To  be  able  to  draw,  from  memory,  an  outline  map 
of  Nova  Scotia.  2.  To  be  familiar  with  the  physical  and  politicfd 
Geography  of  British  America.  3.  To  have  a  fair  knowledge  of 
General  Geosjraphy.  4.  To  understand  the  use  of  the  terrestrial 
globe  sufficiently  to  illustrate  thereby  the  succession  of  day  and  night, 
and  of  the  seasons. 

III.  Mathematics. 

Arithmetic, — 1.  To  know  the  tables  of  Sterling  and  French  money. 
[Sec  also  Grade  E]  2.  To  be  able  to  solve  readily  and  correctly  any 
question  in  the  Arithmetical  Rules,  to  interest  inclusive,  as  given  in 
the  N.  S.  Arithmeiic,  (  Advanced.) 

Algeltra.-^To  understand  the  solution  of  simple  equations  involving 
one  unknown  quality. 

IV.  Teaching  and  School  Management  : 

1.  [See  ttnder  Grade  E.]  2.  To  have  carefully  studied  the  best 
method  of  giving  instruction  in  the  chief  branches  embraced  in  the 
Examination  of  Grade  D  :  also  the  means  to  be  adopted  in  order  to 
incite  pupils  to  diligence  in  study.  3.  See  requirements  common  to 
all  grades. 

Note.  — (.-anclidates  in  Grade  D  may  also  be  examined  on  any  matter  spe- 
cified under  Oracle  E.  [See  remark  under  Koquirementd  common  to  iJI 
Grades.  J 

Grade  C. 
[Examination  to  occupy  two  days.] 

1.    Languagb  : 

English  Grammar, — 1.  See  Grade  D.  2.  To  be  able  to  analyze 
and  parse   any  simpleor  compound   sentence,  giving  the     rales  6^ 
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Syntax  applicable  thereto.  3.  To  be  familiar  with  the  principles  of 
Analysis,  and  the  terms  used. 

Composition. — 1.  To  be  able  to  reconiize  and  define  the  principal 
Figures  of  Speech.  2.  To  know  the  cnief  rules  for  the  structure  of 
sentences,  and  the  use  of  the  punctuation  marks.  3.  To  write  the 
answer  to  the  various  examination  questions  with  clearness  and  due 
attention  to  the  use  of  grammar. 

Prosody. — 1.  To  understand  the  metrical  structure  of  English 
verse,  and  to  be  able  to  scan  examples  in  iambic,  Trochaij,  Anapasstic 
and  Dactylic  measure. 

11.    History  and  Geography  : 

History. — As  in  Grade  D,  but  with  stricter  examination. 

Geography. — 1.  To  be  able  to  draw,  from  memory,  an  outline  map 
of  England,  or  of  any  of  the  continents, — making  the  chief  mountains, 
rivers,  bays,  and  cities.  2.  As  in  Grade  D.  3.  To  have  a  full  know- 
ledge of  general  Geography.  4.  To  understand  the  uses  of  the  Ter- 
restrial Globe. 

ni.    Mathematics. 

Arithmetic. — 1.  As  in  Grade  D.  2.  To  be  able  to  solve  readily 
and  correctly  any  question  in  the  Arithmetical  Rules  as  far  as  Ex- 
change, as  given  in  the  N.  S.  Arithmetic,  (Advanced.)  3.  To  be  able 
to  give  the  rule  for  any  arithmetical  process  demanded  in  this  grade, 
and  to  demonstrate  the  cori  ectness  of  the  rule. 

Algebra, — To  be  able  to  solve  simple  equations,  and  any  problem 
involving  the  same. 

Geometry, — The  Ist  Book  of  Euclid,  or  an  equivalent. 

IV.      TEACniNO  AND  SCHOOL  MANAGEMENT  : 

1.  To  understand  fully  the  use  of  the  Ball-frame.  2.  To  have 
carefully  stu<fied  the  best  method  of  giving^  instruction  in  the  several 
leading  branches  required  to  be  taught  m  common  schools.  3.  See 
requirements  coniroon  to  all  grades,  paragraph  2.  4.  To  be  familiar 
with  Macadam's  Chemistry  of  Common  Things, 

Grade  B. 

[Examination  to  occupy  two  days-and-a-half.] 

I.  Language: 

English  Grammar. — 1.  As  in  Grade  D.  2.  To  be  able  to  analyze 
and  parse  any  given  sentence.  3.  To  be  familiar  with  the  rules  of 
Syntax  and  Analysis,  and  be  able  to  apply  them  to  any  given  sen- 
tence. 

Composition.  -  1,  2  and  3,  as  in  grade  C,  but  with  greater  strictness 
in  the  application. 

Prosody. — 1.  As  in  Grade  C.  2.  To  be  able.to  explain  any  of  the 
terms  used  in  Prosody. 

II.  HiBTOBY  and  Geographt. 

Hiitory. — To  be  familiar  with  the  history  of  British  Americs, 
British  History,  and  the  outlines  of  Univerau  History. 

KoTX.—TiIl  a  satiflfactory  Text-book  on  the  Histoiy  of  Britiflh  Amerioa  has 
been  issued,  the  examination  in  this  branch  will  be  cliiefly  confined  to  the  his- 
tory of  Nova  Sootia. 
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Geography,  ^1^  2,  3  and  4,  as  under  grade  C. 
III.    Mathkmatics  :  * 

Arithmetic,-^!.  As  in  grade  D.  2.  To  be  able  to  aolre  readily 
and  correctly  any  fair  questions  in  Arithmetic  3.  To  be  able  to 
give  the  rule  for  any  arithmetical  process,  and  demonstrate  the  truth 
of  such  rule. 

Algebra.— 1.  To  understand  the  principles  of  Algebra,  relating  to 
simple  and  quadratic  equations,  and  the  solutions  of  problems  giving 
rise  to  such  equations. 

Geometry.— Tha  first  four  Books  of  Euclid  or  an  equivalent. 

Practical  Mathematics. — To  be  well  versed  in  right  and  oblique 
angled  Trigonometry,  the  Mensuration  of  Surfaces,  and  the  more 
simple  Solids,  a»  given  in  Chambers'  Series, — or  an  equivalent. 

Navigation. — To  have  a  good  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  Naviga- 
tion. 

IV. —    School  Management,  Teaching,  &c.  : 

I,  2,  3  and  4,  as  in  grade  C.  o.  To  understand  the  keeping  of  Ac- 
counts, by  single  and  double  entry. 

IIkmaur.  In  every  case  wlierethe  re(iiui'emeut  Is  stated  to  be  the  same  in 
different  j-fTftdeK.  it  is  of  eourHC  understood  that  the  demands  of  the  examination 
will  ])e  much  more  .strict  in  the  higher  than  in  the  lower  grade. 

Grade  A. 

[Kxaminution  to  occupy  four  days.] 

Candidates  for  license  of  this  Grade  are  to  work  all  the  papers  of 
the  B  Grade.  The  examiners  in  this  portion  of  the  examination  will 
exact  fuller  answers  and  work  of  a  more  scholarly  charactt^r  tlian  in 
the  case  of  Candidates  applying  for  the  B  Grade  simply. 

ADDTTIONAL   REQUIREMENTS. 

Classics. — To  know  well  the  Latin  and  Greek  Grammers,  and  be 
able  to  tr»'\uslatc  and  parse  accurately  any  of  the  foUowinj;  :  — 

1.  Xa/iu.— C.F.9AR. — Do  BcUo  Ga'lioo,  Books  I.,  II..  III.  Horace — 
Odes,  Book  I.,  and  Ars  Poetica.  Virgil — ^Eneid,  Books  I.,  IL,  III. 
LivY — Bookl.    Cicero — De  Amicitia.     Tacitus — Agricola. 

2.  Greek. — Xenopuon — Anabasis,  Books  I.,  II. ;  Alemorabilia,  Book 

I.    Homer — Iliad,  Books  I.,  IL,  HI.    Euripides — AlcestJs. 

3.  To  answer  questions  in  Latin  and  Greek  Prosody,  and  to  Scan 
with  correctness  and  expedition  passages  in  Virgil,  Horace,  and 
Homer. 

4.  To  translate  English  into  Latin  and  Greek. 

History — To  have  a  good  knowledge  of  Grecian  and  Roman  his- 
tory, including  ihe  ancient  geography  of  Greece  and  Italy. 

Mathematics. — 1. — Two  additional  books  of  Euclid.  2.  Solid  and 
Spherical  Geometry.  3.  Algebra ;  to  have  thoroughly  studied  the 
treatise  of  Greenleaf,  or  Bourdon,  or  Chambers*  Algebra. 

Physiology. — To  know  the  leading  features  of  Animal  and  Vege- 
table Physiology. 

Chsmistry. — Te  have  a  tolerable  knowledge  of  Chemistry  C^nor- 
ganic.) 


COMMISSION  KRS     REPORT. 

School  MANAOhji rnt. — To  be  able  to  describe  the  steps  i 
to  secure  the  thorough  organization  of  a  Graded  School,  and  i 
fits  flowing  therefrom. 


Instructions  of  the  Supervisor  of  City  Scb 


To  visit  the  various  flchoold  once  or  twice  in  each  month — o 
when  directed  by  the  Commissioners. 

To  Examine,  or  bo  present  at  the  Examination  of  sot 
Classes  at  each  visit ;  ana  such  visit  to  be  not  lens  than  one  \ 
more  than  three  at  a  time. 

To  make  such  suggestions  to  the  Teachers  <ih  he  may  consiH 
able  as  to  the  branches  to  be  tuugbt,  the  method  of  teaci 
enforcement  of  order,  discipline,  cleanliness,  and  a  more  pui 
tcnd.Mncc  of  the  children. 

To  place  before  the  Board  nt  their  semi-monthly  meetings 
reports  of  the  state  of  each  scbod!  as  found  on  the  occasion  of 
These  details  to  be  filled  up  under  various  headings  in  a  book 
the  office. 

To  have  a  right  to  examine  the  Registers  and  to  ask  such  r 
in  reference  to  iuch  schools  as  he  may  think  desirable,  to  enti 
to  fulfil  the  duties  cit  his  ofiice. 

Whenever  any  action  requires  to  be  taken  promptly  in  refe 
any  of  the  Schools,  he  is  to  be  guided  by  the  direction:^  receiv 
the  School  Visitors  of  that  section  of  the  city,  or  from  a  m:i 
them. 

To  satisfy  himself,  as  far  as  practicable,  that  the  Schools  h 
taught  the  specified  time  each  day,  and  that  the  Teachers  hi 
in  attciid:ince  at  the  hours  prescribed  for  the  commence 
School  duties. 

To  be  ijreparod  to  perform  any  other  duties  in  connection 
Schools,  or  the  business  of  the  Commissionerst  which  they   m; 
to  him  from  time  to  time. 
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Instructions  to  Teachers  in  the  Public  Schools 

of  Halifax. 


1 .  All  Teachers  are  requested  to  make  themBelves  familiar  with 
the  Acts  of  the  Province  relative  to  Education,  tlie  amendmentB 
thereof,  and  all  such  instructions  as  may  be  issued  from  time  to  time 
by  the  Board  of  School  Oommissioncrs. 

The  Schools  shall  open  at  9.30  a.m.,  and  close  at  3.30  p.m.,  with  an 
intermission  of  one  hour  in  every  day  between  12  and  2  p.m. 

Teachers  and  their  assistants  are  required  to  be  in  their  respective 
school  houses  at  least  30  minutes  before  the  time  specified  for  be- 
ginning studies,  and  to  open  their  class  rooms  for  the  reception  of 
pupils,  subject  to  all  the  rules  ot  order  for  school  hours,  as  soon  as 
they  enter  the  rooms.  The  Principals  shall  report  to  the  Secretary 
the  name  of  any  assistant  Teachers  who  fail  to  comply  with  this  re- 
quirement. 

4.  No  teacher  shall  keep  a  private  school . 

5.  All  Teachers  and  assistants  in  the  Public  Schools  shall  keep  a 
daily  record  of  the  character  of  each  pupil's  work,  his  or  her  de- 
portment, and  the  number  of  times  absent  or  tardy.  The  scale  of 
marks  shall  be  5,  4,  3,  2, 1,  meaning  respectively,  very  good,  good^ 
middling,  bad,  very  bad. 

6.  When  the  Schools  are  visited  by  the  Superintendent  of  Educa- 
tion, the  Inspector  of  Schools,  the  Supervisor,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Board,  or  any  of  the  Commissioners  or  others  authorized  under  seo- 
tion  115  as  Visitors,  the  Teachers  will  take  care  that  the  pupils  shall 
all  rise  upon  such  visitors  entering  and  leaving  the  class-rooms,  and 
that  every  respect  is  paid  to  all  such  persons  while  inspecting  the 
classes. 

7.  It  is  expected  that  the  Teachers  will  exercise  a  general  inspec- 
tion over  the  conduct  of  pupils,  not  only  in  the  class-rooms,  where  the 
strictest  order  and  disciplitie  must  he  at  all  times  observed,  but  also 
during  the  recess,  when  in  the  yards,  and  when  coming  to  and  leaving 
their  schools. — they  shall  also  exert  their  authority  and  influence  to 
prevent  all  quarrelling  and  disagreement,  all  rude  and  noisy  beha- 
vior, vulgar  and  profane  language,  improper  .  games,  and  in  all  dis- 
respect to  citizens  or  strangers.  Teachers  should  remember  that  the 
only  proof  the  citizens  generally  can  receive  of  the  principles  of  order 
and  good  conduct  inculcated  in  their  schools,  is  from  the  behaviour  of 
pupils  on  the  public  streets,  and  the  Commissioners  beg  to  impress 
upon  all  Teachers  the  necessity  of  using  their  utmost  endeavours  to 
check  the  noise  and  disorderly  conduct  which,  in  many  instances, 
characterise  the  opening  :\  nd  closing  hours  of  public  schools.  To  this 
end  they  should  see  that  no  pupils  congregate  about  the  school-hoases 
before  or  after  class  houra 

8.  In  case  of  temporary  illness  or  unavoidable  detention  from  daty, 
Teachers  shall  at  ooce  notify  the  Secretary  of  the  Board,  stating  bow 
long  they  may  probably  be  absent,  and  if  possible,  naming  a  substitate. 

9.  The  directors  of  the  Principal,  in  all  schools  where  there  are 
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assistants,  shall  be  followed  by  such  assistants  in  all  matters  relating 
to  the  cUasification  and  d  scipliue,  subject  lo  the  approval  of  the  Boara 
of  Commissioners. 

10.  The  infliction  of  corporal  punishment  should  bo  avoided  in 
cases  where  milder  measures  might  serve  the  same  end.  If.  however, 
it  be  found  necessary  at  any  time  to  administer  such  chastisement,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Teacher  to  keep  a  record  of  the  nature  of  the 
oflfenoe,  as  also  of  the  kind  and  degree  of  punishment,  which  record 
shall  be  submitted  to  the  quarterly  examination  of  the  Visiting  Com- 
mittee. 

11.  When  the  conduct  of  the  pupil  is  such  as  to  merit  extraor- 
dinary punishmentf  it  shall  be  in  the  power  of  the  Teacher  to  suspend 
the  offender  pendin^r  the  decision  of  the  J>oard  of  Commissioners,  who 
alone  shall  htive  the  power  to  expel.  In  such  cases  the  notice  of  the 
suspension  and  all  the  circamstanoes  of  the  case  shall  bo  innnediately 
transmitted  to  the  Board  of  Oonimis^iioners  through  the  Seuruiary. 

12.  Teachers  shall  ascertain  the  address  of  the  parents  or  guar- 
dians of  the  pupils  attcndintr  their  schools,  and  bo  far  as  is  consistent 
with  their  other  duties,  oniK-avour  by  inlcrcourso  with  them  to  obtain 
a  more  intimate  knowledge  of  the  temperaments,  characteristics,  and 
wants  of  their  scholars. 

Vi.  The  Board  reserve  to  themselves  the  right  of  appointing 
Teachers  in  the  various  Public  Schools  ;  and  in  all  cases  where  it 
may  be  deemed  necessary  to  transfer  Teachers  from  one  department 
to  another,  such  chaQ<^e  shall  not  be  made  without  the  knowledge  and 
approval  of  the  Board. 

14.  The  Board  of  School  Commissioners  for  the  City  of  Halifax, 
having  fully  considered  the  largi*  expenditure  incurred  in  order  to 
furnish  gratuitously  the  books  used  by  the  pupils  attending  the  free 
schools  wi'.hin  the  city,  deem  it  their  duty  to  instruct  the  Teachers  to 
require  th  ir  Pupils  to  purchase  the  books  which  will  be  supplied  at 
cost.  Copy-books,  slate  ,  pons,  ink,  and  pen-holders,  slate  pencils,  and 
black-board  chalk,  will  bo  furuishe  I  free  of  charge. 

The  Commi-ssioners  reserve  to  themselves  the  right  of  furnishing  a 
gratuitous  supply  of  books  to  those  children  whose  parents  or  gaar*t 
dians  may  be  represented  as  unr^hle  to  pny  for  them. 

Upon  a  requisition  transmitt(*d  to  the  Secretary,  the  Teachers  will 
be  supplied  with  books,  stii'iouery,  «Sbc.,  when  approved  and  sanction- 
ed by  the  Committee  on  Teachers. 

The  respective  Teacher-^  will  be  furnished  with  a  list  of  prices,  and 
will  be  required  to  make  a  monthly  return  of  the  books  sold  with  the 
sums  received,  and  also  to  specify  the  q:  antity  remaining  on  hand. 

The  books  will  be  supplied  at  cost.  No  book  will  be  delivered  un- 
less paid  for  at  the  time,  and  pupils  will  noi  be  permitted  to  take  any 
books Irom  the  schools  unless  purchased  by  them. 
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At  a  mcetiDg  of  the  Board,  held  2nd  July,  1871,  the  followiDg  addi- 
tional reguIalioUB  were  adopted  : 

Ist.  In  case  of  the  illness  of  a  regular  Teacher,  satisfactorily 
shown  to  the  Board  by  proper  medical  certificate,  the  Board  will  pay 
the  whole  salary  of  a  substitute  for  the  first  week  he  or  she  may  be 
employed. 

2nd.  After  the  first  week,  and  for  the  further  period,  not  to  exceed 
three  weeks,  the  Board  will  contribute  one  half  of  the  substitute's 
pay,  the  other  half  to  be  deducted  from  the  regular  Teacher *s  salary. 

3rd.  After  a  regular  Teacher  has  been  ill  for  over  four  weeks  the 
Board  may  consider  whether  it  is  advisable  to  declare  tho  post  held  by 
such  regular  Teacher  vacant.  Each  case  to  be  decided  on  its  own 
merits. 

The  Board  of  School  Commissioners  having  instructed  the  Super* 
visor  to  prepare  series  of  tickets  for  Attendance  and  Good  Conduct 
and  for  proficiency  in  studies,  for  the  pupils  of  the  Public  Schools  of 
the  city,  the  following  regulations  as  to  the  distribution  of  these 
tickets  have  bren  approved  of,  and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  Teachers 
for  their  guidance  : 

Ist.  Ihe  tickets  for  attendance  and  Good  Condu^^t  are  numbered 
1,  10,  100.  No.  1  to  be  given  to  each  pupil  who  answers  the  roll 
call  both  in  the  morning  and  the  afternoon  sessions,  and  whose 
conduct  during  the  day  in  school  and  play  ground  has  been  in 
strict  accordance  w  th  the  rules  of  the  school.  Pupils  (guilty  of 
any  misconduct  during  the  day  will  forfeit  all  right  to  tickets  for 
that  day,  so  also  those  coming  late,  from  whatever  cause^  excuse 
from  home  or  not,  will  also  forfeit  their  tickets  for  Attendance  and 
Good  Conduct  for  that  day. 

Pupils  gaijiing  ten  tickets  marked  1,  exchange  them  with  the 
Teacher  for  one  marked  10,  and  when  they  obtain  ten  N  \  10,  ex- 
change for  one  marked  100,  which  will  generally  end  the  school 
term,  and  entitle  the  holders  to  a  Testimonial  for  Good  Conduct  and 
Attendance  at  school  during  that  period. 

2nd.  Tickets  for  Lessons  are  numbered  1,  2,  3,  4,  6,  25,  100, 
500.  One  ticket  of  from  No.  1  to  5,  to  be  given  each  day  to 
pupils,  according  to  the  judgement  of  the  Teachers  as  to  their  profi- 
ciency for  the  day.  When  the  marks  on  these  tickets  amount  to  25, 
exchange  for  one  numbered  25,  four  of  No.  25  exchange  for  one  of 
100,  and  five  of  100  to  one  of  5ii0.  which  will  also  end  the  Term,  and 
entitle  the  holder  to  a  '1  estiniouial  of  merit  for  the  progress  in  studies. 

3rd.  It  must  be  distinctly  understood  that  defaced  or  mutilated 
tickets  will  not  be  exchanged  by  the  Teachers,  but  declared  forfeited, 
taken  from  the  holders,  marked  with  their  names,  and  returned  to  the 
Office  of  the  Board,  at  the  end  of  the  term. 


Regulations  for  Cleaning  the  City  SchooliHouses. 


1st.  The  floor  of  every  departmcDt,  hall,  stairway,  and  lobby  to 
be  thoroughly  scrubbed  twice  during  every  montn,  and,  with  the 
desks  and  seats,  to  be  swept  and  dusted  every  day.  The  windows  are 
to  be  kept  clean,  and  also  where  used,  the  glass  partitions. 

2nd.  The  outhouses  and  water  closets  are  to  be  kept  clean  and  de- 
cent. They  are  to  be  scrabbcd  or  washed  whenever  the  Principal  er 
Head  Teacher  cf  the  School  deems  it  necessary. 

3rd.  To  make  flres  during  the  season  in  time  to  have  the  various 
rooms  comfortable  for  the  pupils  and  teachers  at  the  hour  for  opening 
— nine  o'clock,  a  m. 

4th.  Thoroughly  clear  away  the  snow  from  the  sidewalks  and 
premises  of  the  various  schools  ;  also,  where  there  are  such,  from  en- 
trance steps  and  stairways,  the  work  to  be  done  in  time  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  law  on  the  subject. 

5th.  Payment  of  salary,  per  month,  will  be  made  on  the  second 
Wednesday  of  every  monrh,  at  11  o'clock,  a.m.,  at  the  office  of  the 
Board;  and  all  persons  employed  in  the  Cleaning  Service  must  pre- 
sent themselves  at  the  Office,  at  the  hour  named,  with  a  certificate 
from  the  Principal  or  Teacher  of  the  several  schools  in  which  they  are 
employed  ;  the  certificate  shall  be  entered  in  the  School  Pass  Book, 
and  when  the  money  is  paid,  the  Secretary  shall  sign  the  Book  and 
return  it  to  the  custody  of  the  Principal  or  Teacher  of  the  School. 

6th.  In  the  event  of  the  Pass  Book  being  unsigned  or  marked  un- 
satisfactory, for  the  month,  by  the  Principal  or  Teacher  of  any  of  the 
Public  Schools,  the  Secretary  is  hereby  empowered  to  withhold  pay- 
ment for  the  month,  until  the  Committee  on  School  Buildings  shall  de- 
cide what  course  shall  be  adopted  thereon. 

7th.  In  the  event  of  continued  complaints  of  negligence  being 
made  aisrainst  the  Janitor  of  any  of  the  Public  Schools  by  the  Prinei- 
pal  or  Head  Teacher,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  to  report 
the  same  to  the  Board. 
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Office  School  Commissioners,  City  of  HalifaXi 

November  1st,  1873. 

The  Commipsioners  cf  Schools  for  the  City  of  Halifax,  having 
agreed  upon  the  subjoined  scale  of  Salaries  for  the  Teachers  at  present 
in  the  employ iiient  of  the  Board,  as  also  the  annexed  Emulations  for 
the  payment  of  all  Teachers  who  may  be  engaged  after  this  date,  di* 
rcct  that  fifty  copies  of  these  (legulations  with  the  names  of  the 
Teachers,  the  dates  of  appointments,  and  their  classes  of  license,  be 
printed  for  the  information  of  all  whom  it  may  concern. 

1.  All  Teachers  who  may  be  employed  henceforward  will  be  paid 
according  to  the  scale  of  salarieSfWith  the  understanding  that  the 
proposed  increase  shall  extend  over  a  term  of  five  years. 

2.  First  class  Male  Teachers  will  be  paid  $500  a  year  with  an  in- 
crease of  $10  a  year  for  five  years. 

8.  Second -class  Male  Teachers  will  receive  #400  for  the  first  year, 
with  increase  of  $20  a  year  until  the  amount  reaches  $500. 

4.  First-class  Female  Teachers  will  be  paid  ^50  a  year,  with 
an  increase  at  the  rate  of  $30  a  year  for  five  years. 

5.  Second  class  Female  Teachers  will  be  allowed  $200  for  the  first 
year,  to  be  increased  $20  a  year  for  five  years. 

6.  No  Teacher  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  during  any  school 
year  the  annual  increase  provided  for  by  the  foregoing  regulations, 
unless  he  or  she  shall,  during  the  preceding  year  have  maintained 
a  satisfactory  standard  of  efficiency  ;  such  standard  to  be  fixed  and 
determined  by  the  Board. 

7.  No  Teacher  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  any  such  increase  daring 
any  school  year  who  shall  not  have  been  permanently  employed  by 
the  Board  previous  to  the  summer  vacation  next  preceding  the  be- 
ginning of  such  school  year. 

The  Board  reserve  to  themselves  to  decide  according  to  circum- 
stances the  amount  of  Salary  which  shall  be  paid  to  Male  and  Female 
Teachers  of  the  Third  Class,  and  Assistants,  as  each  case  presents 
itself. 

The  Board  Fhall  have  power  to  dismiss  any  teacher  in  their  employ 
at  any  time,  upon  giving  such  teacher  three  months  notice  of  their 
intention  so  to  do. 


of  Teachers  employed  in  the  Public  Schoolst 
with  the  Salaries  paid  to  each. 


ACADIAN  SCHOOL. 

Miss  Mackintosh $450  per  ancum* 

«    McNab 300  " 

Mrs.  Payne 400  ** 

Miss  McDonald 340  *' 

ALBRO  STREET  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Mellish,  M.  A JIOOO  " 

♦*  McLaughlin 850  '• 

«*  Burbidge 080  *' 

Miss  Grahame Ai)0  " 

Mr.  Artz 600  '* 

Miss  Mitchell 280  " 

"    M.L.Johns 400 

"    K.  McArthur. ....    370  •' 

"    M.  CaWwell 370 

*•    Creighton 340  •* 

"    C.  Stanford 270 

"    Alexander 240  ** 


BEECH  STREET  SCHOOL 

Mrs.  Hostorman 260  " 

Miss  Lawlor 250  " 


BRUNSWICK  STREET  SCHOOL. 

Miss  Miller 050  «* 

*•   Sterns 400  «• 

«  RoQSseUe 400  « 

"   Gammell 400  «• 

«    Patnam 280  " 

"  A.Hamilton 840  «• 

«  J.McArthur 870  «* 

«  Gossip 800  •* 

<•  McGregor 870  ** 

«  Logan 810 


•i 


COLONIAL  SCHOOL. 

Mr.Keleher 500         •♦ 

«<   MoI>oiioell 600         ' 


36  CITY   OF  HALIFAX. 

CONVENT  SCHOOL. 

Mde.  Julie 400  per  aimuM. 

Miss  O'Toole 370 

Mde.Heleoe 310 

Miss  Daggan 310 

DUTCH  VILLAGE  SCHOOL. 
Sister  Gabriel $400 


M.  A.  Johns 280 


it 


M 


<• 


•C 


INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOL. 
Mr.  Elliott $300 

INGLIS  SCHOOL. 

Mrs.  Paterson $400 

Miss  Baker 170  " 

MASONS'  HALL  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  O'Connor  '. $540  " 

•*  Lyons  540  ** 


MORRIS  STREET  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  Jack,  Principal $1200 

Miss  Shields 400  «« 


<t 


«i 


•»    McPhail 400 


(C 

« 


Mr.  Major,  V.  Principal 1000 

Miss  Ryan 400 

"    Torrey 400 

«    Adams 370  ** 

*•    McLeod 280  " 

"   Sallivan 240  " 

**    Maloan 200  ** 

«   Stuart 220  •* 


NATIONAL  SCHOOL. 


u 


Mr.  Bishop,  Principal $750 

MissMaxwell 400  •• 

"   McNab 300  « 

"    Payson , 260  " 

POOR'S  ASYLUM. 

Mr.Teas $540  *• 
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RICHMOND  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  Kennels,  Principal i)700  per  annum. 

Mifis  McPherson 400  " 

»*    McCalloch 310  «* 

"    E.  Stanford 390         " 


RUSSELL  STREET  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  Walsh,  Principal $700  *' 

Miss  O'Donougbe 340  " 

Sister  M.  Anne 400  •* 

"    Regina  300  ** 


ST.  MARY'S  SCHOOL. 

Brother  Christian,  Principal ^800  •* 

"      Moore • 700  " 

"      Noah 580  " 

Morriuus 580  •• 

Mr.  Griffin 580 

"    O'Hearne 580  ** 

Sister  Clare 400 

**    Camilla 400  •• 

"     Bernard 360 

•*     Stanislaus :  300  " 

**    Clementina 300  " 

"     Cecilia 280 


ST.  PATRICK'S  SCHOOL. 

Brother  Odorick,  Principal $700  *• 

"      Francis 580  *« 

««      Theodoras 580  «* 

«•      Patrick 580  «« 

Miss  Warner 400  " 

"    Hall 340  '• 

Sister  Michael 400  «« 

•*    Xavier 400  «• 

"    Cornelia 360  •' 

*•    Bonaventuni 360  " 

*•    J.F.Helene 360  •* 

MissDonovan 340  " 

Mrs.  Guinane 250  ** 

ZION  SCHOOL. 

Mr.O'Bannyon , 500  " 

MUSIC. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Norton 700  ** 


■-  :9^  '  ■■■■»  .--tr 


Betum  of  Pupils  for  Frizes. 


7th  July,  1874. 


COLONIAL  SCHOOL. 


Names.  Yoaw. 

John  McDonnell 12 

John  Ormon 13 

Edward  Jerry  van 10 


2^ames.  Y( 

Thomas  Orman II 

John  Qrcenow 12 

Thomas  Doyle 13 


RUSSELL  STREET  SCHOOL. 


Bessie  Brander 14 

Everina  Hall IG 

Maude  Payne 12 

Margaret   Snllivan 10 

Florence  West 11 

Bridijet  Foley 11 

Arthur  Hawkins    13 


James  Drummond 13 

Alfred  Youuor 12 

Charles  Lawdcy 8 

Edward  Bolman 9 

John  A.  Tobin 8 

James  A.  Tobin 8 


BEECH  STREET  SCHOOL. 

Helena  Bell 14     Neil  Bcthnne 12 

Alma  Jobs 11      William  Thompson 12 

Mary  Bell 13     Charles  Kiddy 16 

ZION. 

Louisa  Barrett 13     Simon  H.  O'Bannyon ,16 

Amelia  E.  E.  Davis 17     Minnie  Goosley 16 


MASONS'  HALL. 


Michael  Murphy 14 

James  Fitzgerald 12 

James  McCara 10 

Daniel  Wilkie 11 


Jeremiah  Thornton 9 

Richard  Beazley 8 

Gregory  Thomas 10 

Thomas  McDonald 9 


ACADIAN  SCHOOL. 


Carrie  Stuart 15     Kither  Wallis 10 

Isabel  Brodie 13  .  Janet  Brodie 12 


Helena  McKeon 15 

Bessie  Chisholm 15 

Maggie  Flemming 15 

Inez.  Thomas 11 

Amy  Saunders 10 


Mary  McKeon 8 

Grace  Dunne 10 

Jessie  Farqubar .10 

Elizabeth  Wallia 9 
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MAYNARD  STREET. 


Names. 

Sophia  Lowry  . 
Bessie  Umlah*. 


Yean.  Names. 

..10     Lizzie  Havel.. 
..10 


Tearn. 

.   .  8 


ALBRO  STREET. 


Ernest  Wtewoll 14 

Henry  Newlands 13 

James  Fairbanks 12 

Frank  Rhind 12 

Samuel  Kent 12 

William  Fidler 13 

Albert  Norwood 11 

Albert  Bell 10 

Harold  Shaw 12 

Alphonso  Lano^ille 11 

Frederick  Micklewright 11 

Rufus  Zwickcr 10 

James  Marshall 10 

Charles  Bishop 10 

Creorge  Taylor. 10 


Walter  Busch 8 

Arthur  Morris 7 

Arthur  Morton < ....  10 

Frederick  Newlands 8 

Henry  Dnnbrack 9 

Charles  Gabriel 9 

William  Harrison 8 

Robert  Anthony 10 

Frederick  Branch 7 

Edward  Dunbrack ,  7 

Georfl;e  Micklewright 7 

Charles  Keating 8 

Walter  Adams 7 

James  Davison 6 

John  Mcintosh  • , 6 


BRUNSWICK  STREET. 


Alice  Mason 15 

Bessie  Wilson 16 

Annie  Boak 16 

Annie  Mitchell 15 

Laura  Logan 15 

Maud  Neal 13 

Jessie  Thorburne 13 

Clara  James 14 

Himalaya  WiUis 13 

Maggie  Moody 10 

Laura  Bowden 13 

Eliza  Lawlor 13 

Annie  Hatfield 13 

Annie  Rousselle 15 

Bessie  Rousselle 13 

Mary  Calnek 13 


Gertrude  Dakin 11 

Susan  Hill 14 

Katherine  Caldwell 11 

Ida  Wilson 10 

Annie  Vincent 12 

Annie  Reid 10 

Ella  Coombes 10 

Anne  Boardwell 10 

Jessie  Rigby 10 

Helen  Walker 10 

Hannah  Philips 9 

Mary  Elwood 9 

Carrie  Strong 8 

Ellen  McNamara 7 

Edith  Chipman .....  7 

Florence  Mason 7 


CONVENT  SCHOOL. 


Ellen  McKenna 15 

Margaret  Defreytaa 14 

Mary  Hennessey 12 

Margaret  Lanigan 12 

Ellen  Sullivan 10 


James  Kehoe 


10 


Oliver  Comfort 9 

Edward  Doran 9 

Florence  McDonald 9 

Mary  Lane 8 

Jane  Neame 11 


ill  V^'^iii  11^5 
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ST.  PATRICKS. 


NaiiieH.  Years. 

Marj'  Wftlah I« 

Dorotlu-  Uawbult 14 

Mary  Iinnergan 1ft 

Martha  CliiKtiolm I'J 

BoHe  Hawtwlt 12 

Mar>'  Fegun 8 

Mary  Cnrrie 10 

Aicnes  Dwier 10 

iJacy  ^ker lo 

Florence  Wallace V 

Bessie  Qainane 10 


Xamea.  Yean. 

Jane  Wallure 11 

Mary  A.  Uuward 10 

Mary  Mel  iigan 11 

Tirnutliv  Toumay 14 

Janieh  Barry .11 

Joseph  O'0ell 16 

LuwT^oce  Ring U 

Georj;e  Lovitt ...10 

Jamet  Fahi«* 9 

Heur v  Adatiis 9 

Jjime>  Col(>inan v 


Names.  Yean. 

Timothy  Qairk 9 

Riefaard  Finlay 11 

Bichard  Shepherd 8 

Thomaa  Brophy 10 

William  Baker 11 

William  Jamw 8 

James  McMurra^* 7 

Mneent  Stewart 7 

JobnWaU 7 

Walter  Monaghan 7 


Anuicl>e\iiie 14 

Mary  Hurley i4 

Catherine  Ko«>t> 11 

Oitheciue  J)ro\i  o 12 

Mary  Wriker li 

Joanna  Croake 12 


ST.  MARYS. 

Rarah  OConnell 14 

il.iry  Bewail 10 

Ciitlicrinu  Dv^yer 1 .» 

M:ut?i:i  Smith 10 

Alco  Ri'.'ly 9 


Geor^iua  Murphy S 

M  iry  Gaui ". d 

Citherine   Diii.^n 8 

Ellen  Youn^ 6 

Annie  Rvau 6 


Ai  CO  tti'-iy »      Annie  K van 6 

Fraui..-*  Mx'bine tf   .  Bridf^et  lowers 7 


RICUMOND   SCHOOL. 


Comelins  Daal 15 

Bnfus  Harvey* 14 

John  Hanini li 

Frank  Bayer 9 


Emot  Marshall S 

NelM)n  Kilcup S 

Bt'Ksie  Cahiwcll ll 

Ellen  tlelaud Id 


Bcss!e  Rj-an   8 

Cassie  Lavers 10 

Laura  Lambert 9 

ElUKeys 9 


NATIONAL  SCHOOL. 


ChriHt<iph4>r  McK>-on  ....  12 

Williuni  Wet  more 13 

William  Hendry l^ 

Edward  Share. 9 


Charlen  DaviH 10 

Ji>vph  Murphy 10 

An»eit  B.iiekman 8 

AllK-rt   Wt>od 10 


John  A.  Scott 9 

Leamior  Wallis % 

Georjre  Walli> 7 

Arthui  Co;js\TfIl  7 


MORRIS  STREET  SCHOOL. 


RolH.Tt  ( 'urrio  14 

William  Mu|or  12 

Frederi«.'k  Major 11 

Samuel  MuirheaU 12 

Mary  Smith 11 

Alexander  Fower 13 

William  Mnirhead 10 

Leonard  Holland 10 

Lewis  McDonald 9 

Charles  MeLeod 9 

James  Holden 9 

Faui  Woods U» 

John  Pithlado b 


Edwin   Dodson 9 

Cl.<ude  Dunovan 7 

William  Spike 8 

SteplM'U  Arnold 12 

William  Weatlierl;e 7 

Alfred   Pitt* 8 

Zellah  Nolilc l4 

Ethel  Muir 15 

Janet  Ryan I-l 

Sarafi  Barnes l.S 

Bessie  Smithers 11 

Mar\  Sullixm 13 

Dora  Hamilton 11 


IdaDhuorJi 11 

Mary  I>-i;ain 10 

Ella  McDonald II 

Gwendoline  Uaniilt^>n  ..  8 

Emily  Jost 9 

Jessie  Watiton V 

Laura  Dimock 3 

M.iggie  Brunton 

Theo»  a  Dono\-an      10 

Annie  Moreojth 8 

Flora  Moreash 7 

Mabel  Btimaby C 


William  Puroell 10 

Willium  Davis lu 


INGLIS  SCHOOL. 

Minnie  Loyd 16     Mai^-  Evans. 


POOR  HOUSE  SCHOOL. 

Mftiy  Jane  GibMin 10     William  Tnrple    10 


COMMISSIONNEES    BEPOKT. 


MOSRIS  STREET  Ist-GiRW. 

K.m.. 

Yw,. 

MMyMunrM 14 

INDUSTRIAL. 

ITam 

IB 

ST.  MARY'S- BoTS. 

i^^,"^;.;:.::.::-? 

nuiiim  nuitiKSB 

EdimrdHnvM... 
JOMph  WuIkIi-  ... 
I.  Downey 

■;:;| 

S':!'i,ir--.::.:.-....::::J 

F.lVowllfj- I 

ST.  PATRICK'S— JUNio 


■■    R        «i       1     (V 

If  Ionic  HiminoD.... 

....  If     My  Clil-hoJm 
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CITY   OF    HALIFAX. 


DETAILS  OF  THE  MISCELLANEOUS  ACCOUNT,  YEAR  ENDED 

318T  OCTOBER,  1874. 

1873. 
Not.— Acadian  School  Water  Rate,  i  6  00 

^     E.  R.  JoBt,  sundrieB,         5  97 


Albro  Street  School, 


<t 


Water  Rate, 


13  97 
20  00 


•11  97 


Beech  Street  School,  E.  R.  Jost,  sundries, 
Brunswick  Street  School  Water  Rate, 
Colonial  Street  School,  " 

Convent  School,  E.  R.  Jost,  sundries, 
Toglis  Street  School  Water  Rate, 
Morris  Street  School,  E.  R.  Jost,  sundries, 

•*  "  Water  Rate, 

St.  Luke's  School  •• 


133  97 


21  80 

10  00 

18  00 

31  92 

4  00 

19  68 

25  00 

13  00 

National  School, 


u 


E.  R.  Jost,  sundries, 


St.  Mary's  School,  «< 

**  Horton  &  Johnston, 

St.  Patrick's  School  Water  Rate, 


10  00 
7  96 

48  60 
16  44 

20  00 


57  58 


17  96 


65  04 


tt 


•( 


Jas.  Monaghan,  rep'g.  plaster,  21  50 


41  50 

5  00 

66  00 

12  50 


Zion  School  Water  Rate, 

Beech  St.  School — A.  Stephen  &  Son,  benches, 

Acadian      ^  J.  Gwatkin,  swings, 

Dec'r.  

Acadian  School — Geo.  Rent,  stoirepfpe,  &c.,  11  75 

Albro  Street  School— E.  R.  Jost,  sundries,    26  75 
**  *•  Geo.  Rent,  stovepipes,    9  55 


$397  24 


Beech  Street 

14 


36  30 


« 


«  "  46  94 

•*     altering     "  1  50 

"  Connolly  &  Kelly,  Inkstand,      90 


Brunswick  St.  School,  E.  R.  Jost,  sundries,    15  98 
"  ••  Geo.  Rent,  stovepipe,  16  95 

1  50 


49  34 


Vinecove's  School, 


i( 


(( 


City  Street  School, 

«                      •( 

34  43 
1  50 

Campbell  Road, 

i(                      «t 

1  00 

Colonial 

(« 

«                       U 

1  60 

Masons' Hall 

c( 

•<                       «( 

6  20 

Morris  Street 

tt 

"  remy'g.  stove,  00  50 

«( 

it 

"  stovepipe,       19  84 

u 

<• 

«          "               95  75 

t« 

i( 

GasCc 

>.  per  Book,            8  70 

St  Luke's 

i( 

Geo.  Rent,  Fire  Screen,  2  06 

a 

«« 

<« 

1  Stove,         13  20 

tt 

i( 

M 

Truckage,      00  30 

iO  »5 
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National    School — Geo.  Rent,  Stovepipe, 

^^     &8UDdrie8, 


43 


Richmond 
Russell  Street 
St.  Mary's 


<t 


St  Patrick's 


•( 


« 

(t 
«( 


M 
it 
t> 


920  05 
23  33 
9  06 
Stovepipe         14  50 
E.  R.  Jost,  sundries,       4  32   ' 

18  82 

Geo,  Rent,  stovepipe,    11  00 
Gas  Co.  per  Book  4  50 

E.  R  Jost,  sundries     $11  30  26  80 


1387  13 


1874. 
Jan'y— Russell  St.    *'    2  Teachers'  Desks,  Ind.  School,  29  25 
"  "     4  mats— D.  Murray,  4  00 

National  '^    Geo.  Rent,  stovepipe,        26  65 

"    H-  Munro,  rep'g.  stoves,    9  14 

35  79 


« 


St.  Luke's  Sch'l,  Rcilly  &  Davidson,  st.  pipes,  3  70 

**  School,  U.  Monro,  repg.  stoves,      3  30 

Morris  Street  School,      **        rep'g.  swings,    5  47 


12  47 


t( 


t( 


*( 


It 


Brunswick  Street  School,  D.  Murray,  mats,    4  00 

Reilly  ^  Davidson, )  o  70 
rep'g.  St.  pipe,    >  " 
Geo.  Rent,  1  water  pan,  1  50 
Vinecovc's  School,  »*  '*  *»      $1  50    9  70 

Feb'y. — Albro  Street  School,  H.  Munro,  1  grate  } 

for  Stove,  | 

Beech  Street  School,  W.  &  C.  Silver,  2  mats,  1  8(. 

Brunswick  St.  School,  Miss  Miller,  truckage,      90 
'<  '^  E.  R.  Jost,  sundries,    15  50 

*•  R.   &  J.  Vinecove,    } 

glazing,  J 

2:^ 

City  Street  School,  E.  R.  Jost.  sundries.  "2  CO 


191  21 


Colonial  School,  J.  M  Inglis  -  rum  for  meter,  2  40 


44 


E.  R.  Jost,  sundries, 


3  88 


Convent  School — 
Inglis  '* 

Masons'  Hall  *' 
Morris  St.        " 

'*  "    H.  Munro,  sundries, 

St.  Luke's        **    Jas.  Reardon,  glazing, 


(4 
It 

41 
44 


0  28 
4  43 

1  24 
14  89 


1  45 
3  50 

2  35 


Poors'  Asylam  School,  E.  R.  Jost,  sundries. 


Richmond 


•I 


Russell  Street     « 


I 


«4 


St.  Mary'rt 
St.  Patrick's 
Zion 


n 


M 
<l 
«« 


50 


Messrs.  Vinecove's, 

glazing, 
E.  R.  Jost,  sundries,    9  02 
Messrs.  Vinecoye's,  > 

glazing,  J 

Water  Rate, 
S.  R.  Jost,  sundries, 
Messrs.  Yineooye's,  >  ^*  -^ 
glazing,  S 


7  30 
1  21 

4  65 


10  12 
35  00 
22  10 
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Zion  Sobool,  £.  R.  Jost,  sundries, 


$2  44     4  19 


arcb — Acadian  School.  M.  Downey,  (]:lazing,        7  85 

**  Reillv  &  Davidson,  sun*  }  «  »-. 

dries,  'Jl  '^^ 


ti89  er 


9  60 


Albro  Street  School,  "  "  12  77 

"  "  A.  Smith,  rep'g.  water  J  ,   -rv 

pipe,  S  ^  "^ 


Brunswick     *' 


14  27 


fi 


Reilly  &  Davidson,  sun-  )/>»-- 
dries,  p  '^ 

A.  Smith,  rep'g.  water  5  ^  g/\ 
pipes,  h-  ou 

Vinecove's  School — Reilly  &  Davidson,  sun-  } 

dries,  ^ 


to 


Convent 


(k 


Morris  Street    ** 

National  School, 
Richmond     *' 


Ck 


(( 


Reilly    &    Davidson,     > 
repairing:  pipe,         ) 
Dechezeau  &  Crow,  mats,   5  00 
Reilly  &  Davidson,  sun- }      ^^ 
dries,  ;     ^ 

(I  i*  C( 

J.  B.  Sniithers,  rep*g.  lock,  60 
Starrs  &  McNutt,l  padlock,  34 
£.R.  Jost,  sundries,  16  98 


9  80 
75 

5  50 

7  25 


St.  Patrick's  *• 
it  it 


17  92 


.las.  Dempster,    *'  22  61 

Reilly  &  Davidson,  sun-K^  n-,  -u  8fi 
dries,  >I_  " 


April — Acridian  School — E.  R.  Jost,  sundries, 

Albro  Streel    **  **  **  11  25 

•*     Smitbers  &  Sous,  glazing,     1  80 

"     Muiiro  &  O'Neill,  sundries.  4  50 


$1  90 


Beech  Street   **     Stephen  cS;  Son,  1  desk,      23  50 
•*  "     E.  K.  Jost,  sundries.  11  36 


17  55 


Brunswick  Sit.  School — Munro   &  O'Neill. }  , ,  o., 

sundries,  j" 

**  **     Miss  Miller,  clearing  snow,  1  75 

Vinecove's  School — E.  R.  Jost,  sundries.  7  05 


City  Street      *^     Smithers  &  Sons,  glazing, 
Colonial  "     Geo.  Rent,  stovepipes. 


34  86 


it 


Convent 
Inglis 

Morris  St. 
it 

u 
u 


"    Munro  &   O'Neill,  rep'g.   }  .  ^^ 
stove,  ) 


"     Smithers  &  Sons,  glazinc;, 

"    Munro  &  O'Neill,  rep'g.    > 

stove,  .J 

It  .t  *t  3    QQ 

"    Smithers  &  Sons,  glazing,       5  00 

**    E.  R.  Jost,  sundries,  27  06 

•r  a  it  7  11 


10  90 

13 

90 
80 

hi  00 

r 

11 
5 

90 
55 

4  00 


9S9  95 


C03klMISSl()NEAs'   REl'OUT.  4  45 

Morris  St.  School — Gas  Co.  pc>r  book,  $11  10 

St.  Lake's      **     Smitbers  &  Sons,  glazing,      11  61 

65  48 

Richmond      •*     Monro  &  O^Neill~l  grnte,  10  80 
"  "    Smichers  &  Sons,  glazing,        1  40 

12  20 

St.  Patrick's  **    E.  R.  Jost.  Riindi  ies,  1  00 

*•  "     Gas  Co..  per  book.  8  70 

«*  Smithers  &  Son,  glazin   ,  7  00  16  70 

$184  84 

May— Albro  St.  Schl— J.  B.  Howell,  1  circular 

swing. 
Morris         **  T.  C.  Johnson,  clocks, 

&c., 
"  *»  Reilly    &  Davidson,     } 

sundries,  I 

St.  Patrick's  School — T.  G.  Johnson,  sundries, 

Convent  *•        Geo.  Rent — 2  coal  > 

scuiclcs,  ) 

Richmond,         "        Reilly'  &  Davidson,  f 

sundries,  ) 

IngliR  "         Reilly  &  Davidson,  1  > 

coal  scuttle,  &c.,  | 

Jane— Acadian  School,  Geo.  Rent,  new  bottooa  1  i  05 

in  I'oiler,  > 

«           Thomafr    Walsh  &  Co.,  i  q^ 

glnzinsr,  % 

•*            Munru&O'Xeill.  rep'g.  f  ^  g^ 

stove,                      ^  o    u 

"  E.  R.  Joftt,  sundries.  5  .50 


50  00 

26  74 

13  88 

40  62 
4  50 

2  50 

8  25 

1  76 

$107  63 


Albro  St  School — Munro  &  O'Neill,  paint-  ^  (;  aa 

ing  boiler,  I 

*•          "            Thos.    Leahy,   nm'g.     r  o  aq 

a.*hes,                      >  -  uu 


12  55 


,s  00 

Beech  St.    "  E.    R.    Joat,   removing  }  ^  ^.^ 

dcFks,  &c.,  C  *'  '''^ 

Brunswick  St.  School — E.  R    Jost,  repair- J    .0- 

ing  ftirniture,  ) 

"  "       Thos.    Walsh    &   Co.,  i        -^ 

glazing,  J 

**  **      Thos.  Leahy,  roniov-  ^   *>  aa 

ing  ashes,  >   -  uu 

7  05 

Colonial  School — GasCo.  for  Evening  Class,  10  80 

Inglis  ••        Thos.   Leahy — removing  }    ^  r^ 

night  soil,  y   *'  ^ 

"  **        E.  R.  Jost,  sundries,  2  90 

7  90 

Morris  St.  «•  "  *•  17  56 

"  «        Munro  t  O  Neill,    "  5  55 


M  (• 


Thos,  l^ahy — removing  >  ^o  ivi 
night  soil,  *J«2W 


■-  fTS  - 


4d  CITY   OF   HALIFAX. 

Hbrru  8t.  School— Thos.  Leahy,  rexno\ing  ashes,    $  5  00 

"     ~  195 

5  50 
9  30 


<« 

<< 

«c 

(i 

4« 

(i 

Xational 

<< 

Bichmond 
8k  Patk^B. 

cc 

t( 

«• 

(( 

Zioa 

Aug. — ^Acadian 

AlbroSt 
«< 

it 

(( 

(t 

(( 

(* 

(« 

«< 

«( 

(< 

Bftoch  St. 

»4 
(4 

Brunswick  St.  £ 

;ch< 

(( 

(t 

<< 

4« 

*i 

t( 

City  Street 

Convent 

Inglis 

it 
ti 

Jas  Beardon,  glazing, 
Monro  and  O'Neill,  sundries, 
Gas  Co.,  per  book, 

T.  Ijeahy,  removing  ashes, 
T.  Walsh  &  Co.,  glazing, 

T.  Leahy,  removing  ashes, 
T.  Leahy,  removing  ashes, 
T.  Leahy,  removing  night  soil^ 
E.  R.  J(»st,  sundries. 
Gas  Co.,  per  book, 

1\  Leahy,  removing  ashes, 
T.  Leahy,  removing  night  soil. 


E.  Walsh,  glazing, 

J.  Tolliver,  liming  fences, 


107  36 

2  00 
1  25 

3  25 

2  50 
7  00 
85  00 

3  65 
6  60 

102  25 

1  50 
12  50 
14  00 


$282  19 


60 
7  50 
8  10 


T.  Leahy,  rcmo\ing  night  soil,       35  00 
P.  Moriarty,  truckage  gravel,  4  50 

Gordon  &  Keith,  handles  for  swing,      80 
E.  Wali-h,  gUzing,  5  70 

K.  &  J.  L.  Tinecove,  glazing,  3  75 

J.  Tolliver,  liming  fences  6  50 


E.  R.  Jost,  repairing  furniture, 
J.  Tolliver,  liming  fences, 


5<>  25 


8  85 
5  00 
—   -     13  85 


T.  Leahy,  removing  ashes,         4  50 
E.  Walsh,  glazing,  3  70 

J.  Tolliver,  liming  fences,  3  50 

J.  Tolliver,  for  Vinecove'sschl,  1  50 


E.  Lacey,  liming  fences, 
J.  Tolliver, 


t( 


a3  20 

4  00 
2  75 


E.  Walsh,  glazinr;, 


J.  Tolliver,  liming  fences,  1  00 

E.  ^Kidney,  clearing  snow  in  )  «  qq 

winter,  ^o  uu 


2  50 
1  35 
3  85 


4t 

i4 

it 

E.  Walsh,  glazing, 

T.  Leahy,  removing  ashes, 

2  28 

3  00 

Morris  Street 

<( 

tt 
it 

tt 
it 

E.  Walsh,  glazing, 

J.  Tolliver,  lining  fences. 

for  St.  Luke^s, 
K.  R.  Jost,  sundries, 
J(w.  Da  vies,  rei)airing  bells, 

4  30 
12  00 

1  50 

5  55 

:^5 

Kational 

tt 
it 
it 
(t 

p].  Walsh,  glazing, 
J.  Brown,  truckage  wood, 
A.  McPherson,  storing, 
J.  Tolliver,  liming  fences. 

70 
2  25 

50 
2  00 

Kichmond  School- 
(« 

ti 

it 

-Wm.  Roberts,  1  swng, 
E.  R.  Jost,  sundries, 
T.  Tolliver,  liming  fences, 
J.  Leahy,  removing  night  soil, 

5  00 

4  00 

10  00 

35  00 

12  2« 


23  70 


5  46 


Russell  Street  School — J.  Tolliver,  liming  fences,        6  60 


54  00 


commission*:bs  report. 

RurtHcll  Street  School —T.  Leahv,  reiuuviug  night  8oiKf22 

Ind.  School,  2  Teachew'  desks,  28 


<( 


St.  Mary's 


St.  Patrick^ 


(4 


Zion 
Sept.  -  Acadian 


it 
it 


Albro  Street 


Reech  Street 
(I 


linni8>v-ick  St. 


it 
(» 

(4 

(( 
«< 
<« 
(t 

« 

44 
44 

44 

(( 
44 
44 

44 
44 


«r.  Tollivor,  liming'  fences,  2 

E«l.  WalMli,  jflaziii^^,  14 

J.  Davic'M,  re]>airing  locks,         1 


50 
00 

00 
05 
00 


J.  Tolliver,  liming  fciiceH,  'A 

E.  K.  JoKt,  HundncH,  4 

Ed.  Walsh,  cdaziug,  1 

Michael  WaLh,  storing  saKheH,  2 

Jno.  ToUiver,  liming  fencefi, 

J).  l>rir*ooll,  white  waHhing,  IV) 
(?eo.  Kent,  rep'g-  »t<>ve  pilH>,  0 
J.  Tolliver,  sweeping  chmine}^, 

({eo.  Kent,  Htove  pi  es,  33 

1).  Driwidi,  white  washing,  17 
.1.  Tolliver,  Mweep'g  chimneyH,  5 

McDoiMild  &  Co.,  iiikwellri,  4 
J.  Tolliver,  swt-ep'g  chimneys;. 


44 
44 


(Jeo.  Kent,  utovew,  &c.,  44 

T).  DrihcoU,  white  wntshing,      20 
Vinecove's  KooniH  Scluud    J.  Tolliver,     **  10 

iJeo.  Kent,  stovepipes,  4 

J.  Tollivt!r,  8weei>V  chinineyM, 


4. 
44 


4( 

(4 


50 

;i5 

«5 
50 


00 
80 
60 

00 
00 
AO 

r.o 

40 

30 
50 
00 

yo 

55 


Cohinial  School    J.  McCrow,  whit»*  Nvjinhing, 

J.  ToUivtT,  swiH']>ing  chimneys. 


10  25 


44 


('on  vent 

•  4 


44 


Inglis 


44 


•  4 
44 

44 

44 
t4 


McDonald  &  Co..  inkwells, 
(ieo.  Kent,  rejtairing  8t«)ve  pi|>e, 
.1.  Tolliver,  rtwee]»ing  chimneys, 

Geo.  Kent.  st<»vepipe, 

J.  McC'row,  white  was] ling, 

J.  Ttdliver,  swee]>ing  chimneys. 


15 
21 


MorriK  Street  School--!  Jeo.  Kent,  stove  pipes.  20 

**  T.  Walsh,  cleaning  walls,  25 

*'  **  GanCo.,  jierljook,      '  8 

St,  Luke's  **  (teo.  Rent,  stove  pii)e,  1 

J.  Tolliver,  sweep'g  chimneys,    3 


t4 


t» 


25 
00 
85 


00 
00 
40 
00 
70 


National 

44 

4  • 

M 

44 

Manonn'  Hall 
Richmond 

4( 

44 
44 
44 

«( 

4( 

ft 

44 

J.  McC'i-ow,  whitewashing,       .'M 
(ieo.  Rent,  stove]>ipe,  4 

.1.  Ttdliver,  sweep'g  chimneys,    1 


44 


44 


D.  Driscoll,  white  washing,       40 
K.  K.  R(K)me,  sundries,  23 

Geo.  Rent,  stove  ^lipes,  9 

J.  T<dliver,  sweeynng  chimneyn,  1 


Ruiwell  Street  School—  C  ieo.  Rent,  Htovepi|>es,  3 

J.  Tolliver,  sweeping  chimneyH, 


44 


«4 


St.  Mar>-'H 


44 


44 


« 


McDonald  &  Co.,  ink wellH,        18 
Geo,  Rent.  Ht4»vepipeH,  1 

J.  Tolliver,  swee]>iiig  ohimneji,  1 


00 
50 
10 


00 
25 

70 
80 


50 
GO 

00 
50 
00 


« 


56  00 


—      17  65 


12  .30 
2  50 

$303  at 


40  40 


55  40 
4  \H) 


841  2.> 


40 

—     10  05 
20 
50 
60 


8  :m> 


37  10 


--       .->8  70 


.39  6a 
40 


74  75 
4  10 


-  ^rv  -     »  -~tT  M 


48 


(!ITY   OF  HALIFAX. 


St.  Patrick's  School--(4eo.  Rent,  stovepipes,  $  7  40 

T.  Walsh,  sundries,  39  00 

(viL8  Oo.,  per  book,  G  60 

rf .  Tolliver,  sweeping  cbimneys,      CO 


%m 


Zion 


53  60 


<( 


whitewashing,  &c.,  9  90 
J.  i:.  Wilson -1  stove,  13  00 

(ieo.  Kent,  stovepipe,  1  50    23  80  $524  45 


82510  19 
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COMMISS10NEB3     REPORT. 


TABLE   E. 

J?rf«™  af  AUeiit/nMe  for  IMf  Ynir  en-le/l  SDlA  April.  1874. 


1 

srifiioi-s. 

1 

t% 

ilii 

11}  11  fill 

Acadian      

17!l 

4    ]H:l !  18S 

14,01-,;    12H,4-J  711.20   218 

Bewth  Stir«t 

■\-iH 

:t  i;n    a?   in 

7.7m    )!H,47r.l.OB   126 

Brnn«wk-k  SinM 

4'r> 

(iH  .vm 1  wK 

■M.iKi  ;)<;7.05tll>.llO  KW 

City  Stn-ct    .  , 

4!' 

fl,fl44    »1,70.M,W    62 

C<iI<Miiid     

I-) 

<14 

r.  isr.    I'.i  i.i', 

V\.7"i    1UM.00G0,(H)  200 

t<L*l 

I    111,-.    iiJ,i     ,S7 

MiWHU.' Hall 

4 

7.:.W     <1!).7077,72   113 

MmTi-  Stf.rt . . 

i-(  014  .m  jii: 

Kati.mal     ... 

iIJi) 

7  aia  21-,i... . 

17,WI7   liB,*i7«.at  224 

P'Mir'ii  Asylum 

7 

1 

;  -'Mi 

4  -ax  VM.    IK 

1:>,7IXI  14I.T0IM.M  2S( 

£<  ik'iO!  :L5U  »M 

St.   I'lltriirk--   .  . 

li 

,  i;ir^ 

;!()  7411  :i=v.,  :Wo 

tH,70-i  i;i2.41.«(K  6UH 

Ziixi 

-.    ;  ri. 

Ittdl 

1     :'jl    :ii>|    4: 

.'■..W.    .">1 ,4.'S)>"i,*.'-J     80 

TDtlln          ... 

ia'.Mimi>7»atii: 

MiO,4:;H:t4:i-J.!Wii<>.t>M7itl 

Sriiira  of  AUeii'lm 

cffor  Half   Year  ruilinff 

li'  1%    0.  20S 208 

SUl  Oflcber.  1874. 

Aca-liioi 

l;l,69H 

1         1 

147.1870  7r)  aio 

r  ^»,    .V  57a  572' 

Bj    <M    li  lOS    no!    .■S3 

77.4078.00  120 

r.l:l  W;  577 '  57; 

:ie.4»» 

■J,<M.iSin.M  920 

Cofimial            

1  va    2.  i;w'  i:t7| 

8.11201 

73.00!13,00  104 

Convent,    , 

12,M«0l 

140.0070,04  20K 

1    2'.<^  2i;    M!    62; 

3.2M1 

42,00  H0,80i 

(Mil  13»„,.   17f 

S" 

I>B,7I>32,iW    117 

t)l  Ii2«  2Hl  (i(M 
.,■.,.1  2(Ki,    4  209' 

a4il  :i2; 

4.16011 

4M,O4«H.0O  828 

Nationd          

15.381 

I63.U^78.43.  325 

Poot'h  A»y1um     

'  247i    ft  a'l: 

128  12r 

15.010 

mw'mSr'  ^ 

St.  Morj-'-,  (lioy.)    .  , 

1  372'  111  3s:i  ;^s:i 

.tl.24.1 

.■m,4.M<».41;  -jot 

2W  2«!  aiO. Mil 

1 -■m    2^  :m|  rm  „.; 

S6.110 

2G9,«I»>5..WI  30:! 

23.»4;t 

2  4221  1<>  44U 441 

•x.(m 

404,4ll!n.»a  429 

2|    70;    :i    7lJ    m    40 

4.7.S14J    Slffl)70.00j    70 

T..tiil.       

110'48a0'214  M44  2rS624t«*34(l,454Jl'37.t7.t"'72.fifi!««J 

■'    4SFTJ     ' 
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crry  of  Halifax. 


TABLE  F. 

COMJ'AFtATIVK  STATEMENT  OF  THE    ATTENDANCE    AT    THB 

SCHOOLS  FOR   THE   YEARS 


Oct4)lM,T. 


1800. 
1807. 
1868. 
1809. 
187<». 
1871. 
1872. 
1873. 
1874. 


No   of 
Teachani. 


0 


83 


Avcmge  Dail> 
AtU-iidanco. 


No.  of 
Papil^  on   Percent.    Expenditure. 
Regi  (ttern. 


35  i  178(1.% 
45  ;  2230.41 


0(»  I  281K).57 


3345.70 


80       3270.20 


3397.42 


87     '  3482.12 


87   3535.  lU 


93 


3737.07 


2670  :  66.70  21294.62 

3719     60.13  28926.46 

i 

4472     64.64  46917.74 

5005     66.05  57681.80J 

5130     63.74  59741.93 

5181     65.30  60415.19 

5339  '  65.05  03413.31 

« 

5173  :  08.34  66205.53 

I 

I 

5144  ■■  72.66  ,06643.. 39 
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TABLE  H. 

RECoRIi  OF  yi.lITATIOlfS,  TERM  ENDED  .C«A  APRIL.  ISTf. 


SCHOOLS. 
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1 

1    1 

I  it 

1 

h 

h 

k  ^> 

iU 

Acadian 

.,     10 

8 
11 

2 
16; 

1 

1 
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3 
10 

13 

7 

2 
1 

15 

13 

IS  - 

1R 

2-' 

ftl 

Campbell  Eoad 

Citj-  Street 

1 
1 

1 

8 

Colonial 

1     s 

f' 

7 

5 

Convent 

1     17 

S 

3 

15 

14 

21 

Industrial 

InglU  

i      5 

5 

^ 

1 
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Masom-Hftll 

i     J! 

•^ 

4' 
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fi 

:» 

MorriB  Street 

1  l.il 
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20 

47 

Sfl 
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Katiocal 

..  .J     10 
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1 

1! 

24 

.1 

1      6 

;(..  . 
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4 

4 

171 

....|    1 
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12 
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at.  Marv'8 

'<     4» 

35 

St.  Patrii-k's 
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Total 

43S 

157 

111 

1  1  193 

131 

391 
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TABLE   H.-(Oonf.'«Mied,) 
RECORD  OF  VISITATIOHS,  TERM  KNDED  Slu  OCTOBER,    1874. 
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TABLE    I. 

Insurance  on  School  Buildings  and  Furniture  to  31$t  December^  1875, 
in  the  Halifax  Insurattu  Company's  Office^  at  th^.  uniform  rate 
of  S0.45  per  cent^  viz  : 


Acadian  Building  ... 

and  Furniture  . . . 

Albro  Street  School 

and  Furniture  ... 

Beech  Street  School 

Furniture  only... 


Brunswick  Street  School., 
and  F\imiture  ... 

Colonial  School      

Furniture  only . . . 

Convent  School  Building 
and  Furniture  ... 

IngliB  Scho«*l  Building     .. 
and  Furniture  ... 

Maaonii'  Hall  Sch<K)l 

Furniture  only... 


•••        •••        •••        ••• 

•••        •••        •••        ••• 


•••        ••• 

•••        •••        ••• 


•••        •••        ••• 


83000  00 
650  00 


•••        •••        ••• 

•••        •••        ••• 


'       4000  00 
2000  00 


•••         •••        ••• 

•••        •••        ••• 


•••        ••• 

•••        •••        ••• 


6000  00 
250  00 


•••        •••        •••        ••• 

•••        •••        ••• 


1600  00 
175  00 


•••        •••        •«• 

•••        •••        •••        ••• 


Morris  Street  School  Building  ... 
and  Furniture  ... 


•a.  •••  ••• 

...  ...  •••  ••• 


St.  Mary's  School  Building 
Furniture  only... 


•••        •••        ••• 

...        •«•        •••        ••• 


St.  Pat  ick's  School  Building 
md  Fnniiture  —       —% 


•••       •••       •••       ••• 


14000  00    ; 
8000  00    I 


17000  00 
2500  00 


St.  Luke's  School 

Furniture  only ... 

National  School  Building 
and  Furniture  ... 

Richmond  School  Building 
\BQtrL''  '^^  Furniture  ... 


...   •••   ••• 

•.•   •••   •••   ••• 


.••   •••   •••   ••' 

•••   •••   ••• 


•••   •••   ••• 

•«•   •••   ••• 


Russell  Street  School  Building  . 
and  Furniture  ... 


.•   •••   •••   ••• 

...   •••   •••   ••• 


Vinecove's  Rooms ... 

Furniture  only ... 


•••   •••   ••• 

•••   •••   •••   ••• 


Dutch  Village  School  Building ... 
and  Furniture  ... 

Offioe  Furniture  only 


•••        ••«        •••        ••• 


•••        •••        •.• 


aooooo 

800  00 


4800  00    ' 
1000  00    , 


250  00 


»••• • • ' •••  •• • 


$:i(;'>0  00 

12000  00 

309  00 

fiOOO  00 

200  00 

6250  00 

1775  00 

300  00 

22000  00 
1600  00 

19500  00 

200  00 

3800  00 

13000  00 

5800  00 

200  00 

200  00 
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